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INSIDE AREA DEATHS

Cyclist killed in 
crash by BP
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

The funeral for a Glen-
coe man who was killed 
in a motorcycle crash 
near Blooming Prairie 
will be held Friday.

Ronald Leroy Karg, 
75, was traveling eastbound on his 
Harley Davidson when the motorcycle 
went into the ditch, ejecting him. The 
crash occurred July 13 on Minnesota 
Highway 30 near the S-curve just west 
of 115th Avenue in Westfield Township.

The crash was reported about 10:20 
a.m. and closed the highway for about 
two hours as reconstruction and map-
ping were completed.

According to the Minnesota State 
Patrol, Karg was wearing a helmet; 
alcohol was not involved.

Crews from the Blooming Prairie 
Police Department, Blooming Prairie 
Fire Department, Blooming Prairie 
Ambulance, Mayo Clinic Ambulance, 
and Dodge County Sheriff’s Office also 
responded to the scene.

Karg’s funeral, with military honors, 
will be held at 11 a.m. Friday in Glencoe.

First Ag  
Expo opens  
in Medford

BY JONI HUBRED
NEWS EDITOR

The same company 
that packs the Four 
Seasons Centre in Owa-
tonna each year with 
ag-related vendors and 
seminars will open a 
new outdoor farm show 
in Medford next week.

Hosted by Tradex-
pos, the Northstar Ag 
Expo offers displays 
from more than 50 
companies, live farm 
reports, speakers, and 
seminars July 26-28 at 
Ritchie Bros. Auction-
eers, 6000 Frontage Rd. 
W., just off I-35.

The Austin-based 
company also produces 
the North American 
Farm & Power Show, 
typically held in the 
spring, as well as expos 
in Kansas and Indiana.

Show manager Dan 
Slowinski said partic-
ipating vendors will 
show farm equipment 
from a variety of man-
ufacturers, pressure 
washers, work benches, 
tire dealers, trailers, 
livestock equipment 
and bedding, and fer-
tilizers, as well as crop 
consulting, drainage, 
and auctioneer services.

The new show, he 
said, gets back to the 
ag industry’s roots “of 
having a face-to-face 
relationship with a 
dealer.”

“I value shaking 
hands and looking 
someone in the eye 
when you’re working a 
deal,” he said. “This is a 
one-stop shop.”

Visitors can browse 
through the outdoor 
exhibits rain or shine.

The Owatonna-based 
Linder Farm Network, 
with 39 radio stations 
broadcasting farm-re-
lated news across Min-
nesota, will host live 
farm reports each day 
at 12:30 p.m. from the 
show. Linder will also 
host seminars Tuesday 
and Wednesday in the 
Ritchie Bros. indoor 
auditorium. Topics 
include:

· Outlook for agricul-
tural commodities

LACA open house 
set for Sunday

BY KATE FATE
STAFF WRITER

The word is out, and after Sunday’s 
open house at Leo Augusta Children’s 
Academy, officials there are hoping it’ll 
spread.

The goal, said Academy Director 
Doug Anderson, “is to help people see 
the opportunities available to children 
– and to parents, and the support we 
can provide to them.”

There will be tours of both build-
ings, and staff members will have 
interactive events in the classrooms.

Members of the LACA Board of Di-
rectors will also be there. The facility 
opened for students on June 25, and 
has the capacity to serve more than 100 
children, infants through 12 years old.

The main building has classrooms 
and a commercial kitchen; the second 
building has additional classrooms and 
a full-size gym.

Sunday’s event will feature not only 
the tours, but live music, food vendors, 
a bounce house and a dunk tank.

“We’ve had several calls from inter-
ested families,” Anderson said, “and 
the feedback has been – well, they’re 
absolutely delighted.”

The open house will run from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the facility, which is 
located at 824 Center Ave. N in Bloom-
ing Prairie.

“We expect a large crowd,” Ander-
son said, “to see who we are and what 
we can offer.”

‘God in all this’
Volunteers 
restore Rice 
Lake Church 
legacy

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

It was a 
small 
group 

that gathered on 
a recent Sunday 
morning at Rice 
Lake Church, 
but its vision is 
big.

“I went to 
church here 
when I was a 
kid,” said Donna 
Ballstadt. “I 
lived just down 
the road – and I 
married a boy 
who lived right 
next door here.”

It was a simi-
lar story for Lois 
Sprandel, who is 
a double cousin 
to Ballstadt.

“This is my 
church I went 
to, Sunday 
school and Bible 
school,” Spran-
del said.

They were 
back inside 
for worship, 
listening to a 
Bible study given 
by Al Hovey. 
Afterwards, they 
gathered with the 
others, admiring 
the newly re-
stored building.

The two pored 
over photo al-
bums that Ball-
stadt had com-
piled, recalling 
family names 
and spotting 
their relatives 
in photographs 
dating back to 
the 1920s.

As families 
and ministers 
left the area, 
the little white 
church fell into 
disrepair. A fire 
furthered the 
damage.

But roots in a 
church run deep, 

and the people in 
Steele and Dodge 
counties have 
long memories.

It took more 
than 15 years 
– and, by some 
accounts, more 
than a quar-
ter-million 
dollars – but the 
little church that 
withstood de-
cades of neglect 
and damage is 
back.

And arguably 
better than ever.

It spent sever-
al weeks hoisted 
six feet in the air, 
necessary for 
the new foot-
ings, concrete 
foundation, and 
crawlspace with 

a cement floor 
to be completed. 
The foundation is 
faced with “slic-
es” of the orig-
inal limestone 
that supported 
the church.

The building 
itself was also a 
mess.

“My brother 
and I were stand-
ing here one day, 
and the walls 
were bowing 
in and out, just 
from the wind,” 
said Steve Ball-
stadt. He’s one 
of Donna’s sons 
who worked on 
the restoration 
project.

“I don’t even 
know how many 

hours, how 
many donations 
went into this,” 
he said.

The work
The walls 

were reinforced 
with angle irons, 
and the collaps-
ing chimney 
was raised four 
inches, with 
added support 
provided inside.

The old siding 
and original 
boards were 
removed; new 
plywood and 
insulation were 
installed before 
the steel siding 
and new win-
dows went in. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Art Hogate, left, of Owatonna and Jesse Johnson of Waseca reminisce about cars during the annual Gus' Station Car Show held Saturday in Owatonna. About 100 cars 
cruised into the show whose namesake comes from the legendary Gus' Station that served the Ellendale area for a half century. See additional details on the show on B1.
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STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Carmen VonRuden sits in a pew inside the newly refurbished 
Rice Lake Church. The pews and window trim were recreated 
after being ravaged by time and the elements, but the arm 
caps and back rails of the pews are the originals.

See RICE on A3 ►

See AG EXPO on A12 ►

Ronald Karg
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BP school district seeks second social worker
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

The effects of COVID 
19 continue to be felt 
among the youngest 
members of society.

While not hit as hard 
physically – children 
represent about 19% 
of total cases since the 
pandemic began, ac-
cording to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
– the virus that killed 
more than a million 
people is affecting kids 
in different ways.

Even before the pan-
demic, mental health 
challenges facing kids 
were a big concern, but 
depression, anxiety 
and eating disorders 
have grown by near-
ly 30%, according to 
Mayo Clinic.

Many of the things 
that make people happy, 
like spending time with 
friends, physical activ-
ity, mental stimulation 
and a routine, were all 
compromised, if not 
entirely taken away.

While staff, parents, 
and students are set-

tling back into a new 
normal, those mental 
health concerns are 
coming back to school, 
too, experts say.

That’s why Blooming 
Prairie Superintendent 
Chris Staloch has made 
a pitch for more help.

A member of the 
Care Management 
Council of the Steele 
County Children’s 
Mental Health Collabo-
rative, he asked School 
Board members during 
Monday night’s meet-
ing for a stipend to help 
pay for another district 
social worker.

That would mean a 
social worker in each 
of the two buildings, 
and more time with 
each student who may 
need assistance.

“Everybody agreed 
we need to address 
mental health” in the 
schools, Staloch said 
of the most recent 
meeting.

“Hopefully, it’ll be 
another full year, and 
we can get kids back 
on track,” said BPHS 
Principal John Worke 

of the upcoming school 
year. “We’re thinking 
just by getting the rou-
tine and the discipline 
back in place for longer 
periods of time, I think 
it can be a better year, 
with behaviors and 
other things.”

As the summer 
building work contin-
ues, the administration 
continues to look at 
possible improvements 
and repairs at the high 
school.

“We’ve been watch-
ing those numbers 
come in, looking at 
those areas, and seeing 
where the (referendum) 
project falls in place 
with that,” Worke said. 
“We don’t want to dump 
a bunch of money into 
something that will be 
changed in two years 
anyway, but it’s kind of 
a fine line, because you 
still have two years” of 
keeping the building 
maintained as the proj-
ect continues.

Board members 
voted to change some-
thing that had been the 
same for more than 17 

years: Their pay.
Members approved 

raising the per diem for 
regular meetings and 
work sessions from $50 
each to $100 each. The 
board typically holds 
one regular meeting 
and work session each 
month.

The per diem for 
committee meetings re-
mained the same at $40; 
the rate for an all-day 
meeting also remained 
the same, at $100.

Though it had been 
several years since the 
pay had been raised, it 
took several moments 
for anyone to make the 
motion.

“That per diem is 
not out of line with 
where our neighbors 
are,” Staloch said. 
“It’s very much in the 
ballpark.”

One more increase 
that was “right in line” 
with neighboring dis-
tricts, he said, were the 
athletic/activity fees.

Each category will 
see a $10 hike, with 
a family maximum 
increase of $25.

Ettinger offers moderate 
message to Steele County

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Not many people who 
test the political waters 
do it by diving into the 
deep end, but that’s ex-
actly what Jeff Ettinger 
has done.

“It really was the 
race itself that drew 
me,” he said. “I didn’t 
think, ‘OK, I want to 
get into politics.’ It was 
more, I had really good 
experiences, interacting 
with then-Congressman 
Tim Walz. We didn’t 
agree on everything, 
but he was always 
respectful. It was fact-
based, science-based.

“Then I just didn’t 
have the same experi-
ence with Congressman 
(Jim) Hagedorn.”

Ettinger was talking 
about his time at the 
helm of Hormel Foods, 
the Fortune 500 giant 
headquartered in Aus-
tin. He led the company 
for more than a decade, 
retiring in 2016. He’s 
now chairman of the 
Hormel Foundation 
board, and the co-chair-
man of Governor Tim 
Walz’s Minnesota 
Council on Economic 
Expansion.

He’s also running 
for office for the first 
time, seeking to win 
the 1st Congressional 
District seat left vacant 
by Hagedorn’s death in 
February.

Ettinger topped a 
crowded field in May’s 
special primary, beat-
ing out seven others 
running on the DFL 
ticket; he faces Republi-
can Brad Finstad in the 
Aug. 9 special election.

Ettinger expected to 
support Dan Feehan, 
who lost narrowly to 
Hagedorn in the 2018 
and 2020 elections, but 
the Mankato resident 
chose not to run.

“I’ve lived here 32 
years,” Ettinger said. 
“It’s a purple district; 
it’s gone back and forth: 
Tim Penny, Gil Gut-
knecht, Tim Walz, Jim 
Hagedorn… The notion 
that ‘all I care about is 
my partisan group’ is 
the wrong way to repre-
sent it.”

Ettinger was in Owa-
tonna last week for a 
pair of events, including 
one hosted by the Steele 
County DFL.

While he acknowl-
edged “there’s definitely 
things about the lead-
ership role at Hormel 
– and Hormel’s business 
in general – that are 
common issues that 
Southern Minnesota 
deals with,” Ettinger 
also knows “being the 
CEO of a business is 
quite different from 
being one of 400 repre-
sentatives in the public 
political environment.

“For me,” he said, 
“it’ll come down to 
your willingness to 
collaborate, your per-
suasiveness, and I’ve 
always had a mindset 
toward that.”

Ettinger highlighted 
two differences between 
him and his opponent.

“I’m a moderate per-

son whose inclination 
and intention would be 
to represent the entire 
district,” he said. “I 
really think Finstad 
is more of a Hagedorn 
conservative. He’s pro-
Trump, pro-life, pro-
guns. I’m more pro-de-
mocracy, pro-women 
and human rights, and 
pro-opportunities.”

In addition, “I think 
a lot of people would 
agree Washington 
could use a change. He’s 
been either a lobbyist 
or politician for 20-plus 
years, and I’m not,” 
Ettinger said. “I come 
with a business and 
community leadership 
standpoint, and I think 
I’d be a more effective 
change-agent.”

That was the mes-
sage he also brought 
to a meet-and-greet at 
Owatonna Country 
Club, hosted by Joe and 
Jana Effertz.

Joe Effertz described 
himself as “very inde-
pendent – I’m not going to 
align with either party.”

He recounts the first 
election he was able to 
vote in, “and a buddy 
of mine was studying… 
I’ve been that way ever 
since.”

Effertz said the 50 or 
60 people who attended 
the event “represented 
the full spectrum” of 
politics.

So why does an 
Independent who is 
admittedly not very 
politically active host 
such a gathering?

“Jeff resonated 
with me, as far as his 
platform,” Effertz said, 
“and the state of the 
national affairs really 
galvanized my wife and 
I to get involved.”

Their daughter, 
Charlotte, who is 9, also 
attended.

“She had some good 
questions,” Effertz said. 
“This is why we’re 
doing it.”

Ettinger’s comments 
often referred to his role 
as a moderate: “What 
I believe in and what 
I think I can use as a 
leverage point for may-
be even some bipartisan 
things is the notion that 
it’s beneficial for ev-
eryone to provide more 
opportunity.”

He and his wife 
have brought multiple 
scholarship programs 
to Austin, but Ettinger 
recognizes “there are a 
lot of help wanted signs 
up, a lot of jobs that 
need certain skills, but 
don’t necessarily re-
quire a college degree.

“People struggle with 
(the word) equity,” Et-
tinger said. “Does that 
necessarily mean equal 
outcome? I think most 
Americans believe in 
equality of opportunity, 
but we have to recog-
nize that we don’t have 
it yet. The government 
can play a role in pro-
viding better opportu-
nities for all, and make 
sure the playing field is 
a lot more even.”

Ettinger has also an-
nounced his intention 
to run for the seat in the 
Nov. 8 general election.

Summer education series focuses 
on Parkinson’s Disease

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
COnTRIBuTInG WRITeR

The American Par-
kinson Disease Asso-
ciation (APDA) has as 
its mission to provide 
support, education and 
research that will help 
everyone impacted by 
Parkinson’s Disease 
live life to the fullest.

The arm of education 
was provided by the 
APDA at a special Sum-
mer Educational Series 
event July 13 at the Elks 
Lodge in Owatonna. 
The session sponsored 
by Amneal Pharma-
ceuticals was attended 
by 40 persons, most of 
whom are part of the 
Owatonna Parkinson’s 
Support Group.

Anushka Shiell, 
APDA Information and 
Referral Coordinator, 
organized the educa-
tion event. She urged 
all attendees to visit 
the APDA Minnesota 
chapter at apdaparkin-
son.org/Minnesota.

Two speakers were 
featured on “An Intro-
duction to Home Care” 
and “Cognition and 
Mood in Parkinson’s 
Disease.”

Carla Simeone, a 
physical therapist with 
Allina Health present-
ed the Home Care piece 
and Dr. Erin Holker, 
neuropsychologist at 
Fairview, spoke on 
cognition and mood in 
Parkinson’s Disease.

Shiell introduced 
both speakers and 
gave an overview of 
the APDA. She said 
the APDA was founded 
in 1961 and has raised 
and invested more 
than $226 million to 
provide outstanding 
patient services and 

educational programs 
that elevate public 
awareness about PD.

The APDA also 
supports research 
designed to unlock the 
mysteries of PD and 
ultimately put an end 
to this disease.

APDA has been 
located in the Twin 
Cities since 2005. The 
association provides 
services to people with 
PD and their care part-
ners across the state of 
Minnesota.

Here are some of the 
services APDA provides:

· Free PD education-
al programs through-
out the year

· PD educational 
material and webinars 
available on the APDA 
website

· Connection with 
Parkinson’s support 
groups and exercise 
programs statewide

· A financial support 
program for Minneso-
tans with PD

· Free PD education-
al material

· Connection with 
the PRESS (Parkinson’s 
Roadmap to Education 
and Support services) 
Parkinson’s support 
group for newly diag-
nosed individuals

· Phone and email 
helpline for people 
with PD and their care 
partners: 651-241-8247 

and anushka.shiell@
allina.com

Carla Simeone, 
Home Health Services 
physical therapist, said 
the following services 
are available in Home 
Care: nurses, physical 
therapy, occupational 
therapy, speech thera-
py, social worker, per-
sonal care attendant.

She mentioned 
financial support for 
these services comes 
from private pay or 
from Medicare.

The Home Care 
program started under 
President Lyndon 
Johnson’s adminis-
tration. She outlined 
benefits under Medi-
care Part A and Part 
B. All costs, except 
equipment, are covered 
for those who qualify 
for Home Health Care.

Home safety cannot 
be emphasized enough, 
said Simeone. She also 
touched on the LSVT 
Big and Loud Parkin-
son’s programs.

Dr. Erin Holker 
spoke on cognition and 
mental health changes 
caused by Parkinson’s 
disease. Parkinson’s is 
not just a disorder of 
movement, she said.

The same circuits 
associated with motor 
functioning can lead to 
non-motor symptoms, 
Holker remarked. 
These symptoms may 
affect thinking, mood, 
and emotions.

Non-motor symp-
toms include loss of 
smell, constipation, 
autonomic dysfunc-
tion, fatigue, pain 
and sensory changes, 
skin changes, sleep, 
depression and anxi-
ety, impulse control, 
cognitive changes, and 

hallucinations.
Dementia may oc-

cur in PD patients.
Holker outlined risk 

factors for cognitive 
decline:

· Older age
· Hallucinations
· Male gender
· Increased symme-

try of Parkinson’s
· Speech and swal-

lowing problems
· Gastro/urological 

disorder
· Severe motor 

symptoms
· Depression
Other contributing 

forces to cognitive and 
mental health changes 
include meds, sleep 
problems, fatigue, 
and stress. Exercise 
will help soften those 
effects, Holker said.

Holker said Parkin-
son’s patients should 
practice three areas: 
exercise regularly, 
practice good nutri-
tion, and keep active in 
social life circles.

Asked if Parkinson’s 
is inherited, she said, 
“It can be.”

Parkinson’s Support 
leader Rollie Truelson 
said not much had been 
heard about Parkin-
son’s until recently.

“Why is that?” 
Truelson asked. “It’s 
because more research 
and study has been 
done on the brain in 
recent times.”

Next meeting of the 
Parkinson’s Support 
group will be Tues-
day at the Owatonna 
Public Library in the 
Gainey Room.

Anushka also re-
minded those in atten-
dance to mark Sept. 10 
on their calendars as 
the date for a Parkin-
son’s walk in Roseville.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Jeff Ettinger, the DFL candidate for the Aug. 9 special 
election to fill Minnesota’s First Congressional District 
seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, speaks at an 
event sponsored by the Steele County DFL and held at 
the Steele County History Center.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
An estimated 40 persons on Wednesday, July 13 at the Owatonna Elks Lodge attended an educational 
program sponsored by Amneal Pharmaceuticals. Two speakers were featured on home care and cognition 
and mood in Parkinson’s Disease. 

Anushka Shiell
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The roof is new. The 
floor is new.

While that may seem 
like a lot of “new,” the 
historic charm re-
mains.

The trim around the 
windows was matched 
to the original. The 
pews were meticulous-
ly recreated, though 
the arm caps and back 
rails of each pew are 
original.

Those projects 
required a custom knife 
for the molding ma-
chine that was used to 
do the woodwork.

Gone also is the 
wood stove which once 
heated the building; 
Ballstadt and a crew 
installed a furnace 
– and hid the accom-
panying ductwork by 
building out the walls 
a bit.

Part of the Ballstadt 
family lore is that when 
Donna was a child, she 
would run next door to 
the church to build a 
fire on wintry Satur-
day evenings, ensuring 
the building would be 
warm for service the 
next morning.

On the flip side, the 
building now has cen-
tral air conditioning, 
making those August 

weddings a little less 
sultry.

And perhaps the 
most important addi-
tion: An indoor re-
stroom.

The savior
While most of the 

big work has been done 
as finances allow since 
2006, the real savior of 
the little church that 
served the long-gone 
village of Rice Lake was 
Gladys Wincell.

She was the one who, 
back in 1974, learned 
that the church – where 
her husband had been 
baptized back in 1914 – 
was for sale by the last 
group that had used it. 
It was in tough shape, of 
course.

Asking price: $1,600 – 
about $9,500 today.

Wincell formed 
the Rice Lake Church 
Restoration and Pres-
ervation Group, which 
bought the building. 
The consensus was 
clear: Don’t raze it or 
move it. Work proceed-
ed in fits and starts, 
but a fire in 2000 – no 
pun intended – sparked 
interest anew.

An ember from a 
Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources 
(DNR) planned fire in 

the adjoining state park 
landed on the roof of 
the fragile building, 
causing further damage 
from the fire and water 
used to extinguish the 
flames.

Wincell rallied the 
troops once again: A 
newspaper story from 
November 2000 said 

she “is helping to lead 
the effort to restore the 
church.”

It started with a new 
roof, paid for in part by 
the DNR because of that 
errant ember.

But seven months 
later, Wincell died; she’s 
buried at the cemetery 
behind the church.

The village
We’ve all heard 

the saying “it takes a 
village…”

In this case, the vil-
lage died off years ago, 
when the railroad came 
through, taking with it 
every piece of Rice Lake 
– except the church.

It was built in 1878; 
Methodists had estab-
lished their congre-
gation about 20 years 
before and were able 
to immediately pay the 
$2,000 construction 
costs.

Though the village 
died off, the families 
remained in the area, 
and they weren’t the 
only people who wanted 
to save the structure.

History buffs joined 
the group, including 
those who have no con-
nection to the area.

“My brother and I 
were outside looking at 
something,” Ballstadt 
said, “and a car drove 
past.”

It turned around 
and came back; the two 
women inside asked the 
men about the church 
and its restoration. One 
of them asked Ballstadt 
to give her a call the 
next time a crew was 
working.

They did, and the 
woman spent the day 
working alongside them 

in the dirt and dust.
“At the end of the 

day, she handed me a 
check for $10,000,” Ball-
stadt said. It was a gift 
from the other woman, 
who also appreciated 
what was happening.

Soon, another check 
appeared, this one for 
$40,000.

The financial donor, 
who asked to remain 
anonymous, “paid for 
our well and septic 
system out here, and 
more, with that money,” 
Ballstadt said.

“All of that, just 
because they happened 
to drive by,” his mother 
said. “That was God in 
all this.”

An 80-year-old man 
from the area made the 
large cross that hangs 
above the altar.

“The amount of work 
and love that’s gone 
into this place is just 
phenomenal,” Ballstadt 
said.

A big chunk of the 
labor, equipment, sup-
plies, and engineering 
costs was donated. The 
group has held so many 
fundraisers that a 220-
volt outlet was installed 
“just for the ice cream 
maker,” Ballstadt 
laughed.

“A lot of this was 
built on cookies,” said 
his wife, Linda. “A lot of 
cookies.”

There is no doubt about where I came from
BY AL SMITH

The gentle summer 
breeze was blowing 
across the fields of the 
new corn and it felt 
refreshing. We escaped 
from the heat of the 
warm sun while sitting 
on an old bench under a 
tall stately pine tree and 
I felt a quietness and 
peacefulness inside. We 
were talking almost in 
a whisper. This was a 
special place because 
we were completely 
surrounded by families 
from scores of years 
before us that are now 
at rest in this remote, 
old, Czechoslovakian 
Cemetery.

I gazed across the 
ancient and random 
shaped headstones and 
it was easy to clearly 
recognize familiar 
family names from my 
past. There was PLZAK, 
CHRZ (pronounced: 
Hearse), FUNFAR, 
PINKAVA, BELSHAWN, 
SCHRADEL, SESTAK, 
these were just a few 
of them. I always state 
that some of my family’s 
names are like a 25 point 
word in a Scrabble game.

Many memories 
sifted through my mind 
while making my way 
across the unevenness 
of that old country 
cemetery’s grounds. My 
eyes carefully exam-
ined each headstone 
and read each name 
and date to myself and 
sometimes out loud. 
I would stop, ponder 
and resurrect almost 
forgotten thoughts 
and memories associ-
ated with each. Some 
brought smiles, some 
brought nice feelings 
and some brought tears 
from the long ago yes-
terdays. It’s funny how 
that happens.

We meandered and 
navigated our way 
around the many head-
stones and markers and 
finally arrived at our 
destination. There stood 
a large stately head-
stone with the name 
PLZAK carved into the 
massive reddish gran-
ite. It seemed to stand 
out from the others 
and it was not unlike 
my grandfather. I shall 
never forget the giant 
of a man he was. I could 

feel the love he had for 
me every time I was 
around him. I can easily 
recall the good times I 
had hunting and fishing 
with him. He was a 
special man in my life 
growing up.

While leaning over 
the grave marker, I ran 
my fingers across the 
embossed lettering and 
noticed a severely tar-
nished penny resting on 
my grandfather’s grave 
marker. I immediately 
and instinctively recog-
nized the significance of 
a penny left on a grave 
stone. It is a military 
tradition that can be 
traced as far back as the 
Roman Empire. It is not 
an uncommon tradition 
today at the Vietnam 
Memorial Wall. Both my 
grandfather and uncle 
were in World War One.

To place a penny on a 
headstone simply means 
that you visited the 
grave site to pay respect 
and they will never be 
forgotten. To leave a 
nickel means that you 
went through boot camp 
training with him. To 
leave a dime indicates 

that you served with 
him. And to leave a 
quarter means that you 
are telling the family 
that you were there with 
him when he died.

While rubbing the 
tarnished pennies 
between my fingertips, 
I wondered who had 
come to visit at an earli-
er time at my grandpar-
ent’s grave.

Most of the people 
resting in this hallowed 
earth are Czech and 
Bohemian pioneers from 
central Europe. They im-
migrated here and main-
tained their customs 
and language and tried 
feverishly to maintain 
their heritage. However, 
time takes its toll.

After my visit to that 
cemetery, more and 
more I realize that the 
blood that ran through 
their veins is the same 
that is in mine. They 
are a part of me and I 
will always be a part of 
them and I have passed 
it on.

Al Smith lives in 
Owatonna and is a 
retired ad man. 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 
show a resounding favorite
Let’s cut loose 

for an after-
noon of fun at 

the Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatre.

“Footloose” is a 2½- 
hour energy blitz that 
features some of the top 
singers and dinners in 
the Upper Midwest.

Not only were the 
songs and dancing cap-
tivating, the multiple 
stages left one spell-
bound. You actually 
felt like you were in a 
railroad depot when a 
train passed through.

Three motorcycles 
came onto the scene, 
actually small versions 
that were pushed by 
the actors. They looked 
real.

Of course, the acting 
was expected to be top 
notch, and it was.

COVID landed a low 
blow to “The Music 
Man,” but it recovered 
and had a successful 
showing.

The recent viewing 
of “Footloose” was my 
first time back since 
COVID hit. Theatre go-
ers were eager to return 
and return they did.

Some new actors 

made their debut in this 
show. The two leads 
were Maya Richardson 
as Ariel Moore and 
Alan Bach as Ren Mc-
Cormack. They were at 
their best on the dance 
floor.

Bach is back on state 
after appearing in “The 
Music Man,” “Grease,” 
“Disney’s Newsies,” and 
“Mamma Mia!”

Maya Richardson 
also made her acting 
debut in “Footloose” at 
the Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatre.

From the first 
scene, the show kept 
on gaining speed. Bach 
and Richardson played 
their parts in a robust 
manner.

The theme of the pro-
duction centers around 
Ren McCormack trying 

to find himself after 
moving from Chicago 
and getting involved in 
the swinging life so nor-
mal now but frowned 
upon by residents of 
Beaumont.

The first musical 
number introduced 
the first rendition of 
“Footloose”. The second 
act picked up even 
more speed with the 
actors participating in a 
Bar-B-Que at a country 
western dance hall.

Matthew Hall steals 
the show as Willard 
Hewitt, a bumbling, 
aspiring wannabe cow-
boy. His dancing skills 
were second to none. 
Michael Gruber returns 
as the Rev. Shaw Moore. 
He definitely has those 
pastoral qualities.

McCormack’s goal 

was to promote dancing 
in the community of 
Beaumont. He con-
vinced the community 
to finally accept danc-
ing to some explosive 
music.

While at Chanhas-
sen, we had the chance 
to hook up with Angel 
Whiteside, a Box Office 
supervisor. She whis-
pered in our ear that 
the next Chanhassen 
production will be “The 
Prom.”

“Footloose” has such 
tremendous impact, 
says director Michael 
Brindisi:

“This is a play most-
ly about family, love, 
heartaches and trials. 
It also is a play mostly 
about survival.”

“Footloose” has been 
extended into February 
of 2023. Don’t miss this 
classic. Chanhassen 
scores again to be-
come one of the finest 
theatrical entities in the 
nation.

Would the 
world be silent?
BY JAN MITTELSTADT 

TIPPETT

If you can’t say 
something nice, don’t 
say anything at all.

And today, the 
world would be eerily 
silent if that instruc-
tion was followed.

And, dear readers 
three, don’t misun-
derstand me about 
not saying anything 
at all. It is not about 
ignoring the bad 
things around us. It’s 
about finding a way 
to speak up – and not 
being silent – without 
the complete loss of 
civility that appears 
to be surrounding 
us. Harsh, mean and 
horrible things are 
being said all too 
often.

We seem to have 
returned to the terri-
ble days of “love it or 
leave it” or “go back 
to where you came 
from” or using terms 
that are derogatory 
and hateful when 
referring to people 
who maybe don’t look 
like we do, dress the 
way we do, worship 
as we worship or vote 
as we do.

Elected leaders are 
not providing good 
examples, and that’s 
putting it mildly. It’s 
not just in Washing-
ton D.C. And it’s not 
just the elected; it’s 
the people wanting 
to be elected or who 
want to be famous for 
15 minutes or with 
enough hullabaloo 
for a day.

Being unpleasant 
gets attention. Blame 
gets attention. Being 
outrageous gets atten-
tion.

Hate is spilling 
out and that spill is 
spreading. As much 
as I hate to say this, 
today’s fast and 
immediate so-called 
news and informa-
tion sources are not 
helping. Too many 
of these outlets are 
fighting for share 
with the seeming 
need to be first and 
shout about all the 
rotten things that 
sources say in order 
to improve their own 
bottom line.

And then there’s 
the lack of source 
checking, the one-

source stories, the 
refusal by some of 
our elected leaders 
to speak with people 
who don’t agree with 
them or to answer 
their questions, and 
the inability to delin-
eate fact from fiction, 
opinion from truth.

Instead, many 
have made up their 
minds and don’t 
want to be confused 
by the facts. Clearly, 
the number of people 
influenced by debate 
and persuasion is 
dwindling. Maybe 
we know too much, 
maybe we don’t know 
enough.

Maybe we like 
the political party, 
maybe we don’t want 
to pay more taxes, 
maybe we think that 
good enough is good 
enough, maybe we 
like his/her haircut, 
maybe we think the 
old ways are better, 
maybe the air and 
water are okay, may-
be we like pork more 
than chicken, maybe 
we think that the cost 
of living is too high.

Maybe it’s easier 
to hate than to love. 
Maybe it’s easier to 
love humanity as a 
whole than it is to 
love one’s neighbor. 
Maybe it’s easier to 
stay silent and not 
learn how to respect-
fully disagree. Maybe 
it’s easier to just hang 
out with people just 
like us without trying 
to learn another way.

Or maybe, just 
maybe, if we could 
try:

· Thinking the 
best, speaking kindly 
and not speaking ill

· Listening
· Being considerate
· Accepting and 

praising
· Saying no to in-

considerate and bad 
behavior

Peter Marshall 
prayed this, “Lord, 
when we are wrong, 
make us willing to 
change, and when we 
are right, make us 
easy to live with.”

Amen. Amen. 
Amen. Let it be so.

Jan Mittelstadt 
Tippett is a retired 
newspaper pub-
lisher who lives in 
Owatonna.
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Volunteers restore Rice Lake Church legacy
◄ RICE LAKE from A1

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Two women who attended Rice Lake Church as 
children look through one of the scrapbooks 
assembled by Donna Ballstadt. She collected several 
old photos and papers and documented all of the 
work done in the past several years to bring the little 
country church back to life.
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Facebook needs to be regulated 
to save local journalism

For those of 
you who know 
me and have 

followed the plight of 
local journalism in this 
newspaper in recent 
years, I have always 
been a strong proponent 
of journalism and how 
it plays a critical role in 
our democracy.

That value was 
instilled in me more 
than 40 years ago when 
I began working for my 
hometown newspaper.

Over the years I have 
demonstrated numer-
ous examples of how 
local journalism keeps 
the public informed and 
active. I believe journal-
ism’s importance has 
never been more crucial 
than now.

Ever since the advent 
of the internet, Big Tech 
companies, ie: Facebook 
and Google, have used 
their power to manip-
ulate the online news 

industry for their own 
financial gain. They set 
the rules for how, where 
and when we see news 
content online and how 
much revenue is made.

I cannot believe how 
much misinformation 
is generated through 
Facebook. But that’s a 
discussion we can have 
another time. For now I 
am focused on the reve-
nue side of things.

And, yes, we are a 
small business fighting 
to stay alive. Produc-
ing a newspaper and 
the content you have 
come to expect from us 
doesn’t come cheap.

Much to the chagrin 
of local news outlets, 
the government has 
failed to step in.

By not negotiating 
with local and small 
news publishers on us-
age terms, and refusing 
to pay them fairly for 
their work, Big Tech 
has driven many local 
outlets out of business.

What adds to the 
madness is that as 
newsrooms have been 
forced to close or scale 
back, Big Tech dangles 

untrustworthy infor-
mation on its platforms 
for news consumers to 
digest.

For our democracy 
to function properly, the 
government has a duty 
to make sure that every 
industry is operating 
fairly, and that major 
economic players are 
conducting business 
responsibly.

Elected officials now 
have a duty to reign in 
Big Tech and safeguard 
a pillar of our democra-
cy. They need to restore 
fairness to an already 
fractured media indus-
try, which in many cases 
is on life support and 
fighting for survival.

In the coming days, 
Congress will be faced 
with the Journalism 
Competition and Preser-
vation Act (JCPA). This 
bipartisan bill is aimed 
at addressing Google 
and Facebook’s choke-
hold on the free press.

The JCPA would 
provide a temporary, 
limited antitrust safe 
harbor for small, local 
news publishers to col-
lectively negotiate with 

Facebook and Google 
for fair compensation 
for the use of their 
content. It’s narrowly 
tailored to ensure that 
coordination by news 
publishers is only in the 
interest of protecting 
trustworthy, quality 
journalism, and is 
designed to incentivize 
and reward publishers 
who are investing in 
journalists and news-
room personnel.

Supporters say the 
JCPA will bring about 
much-needed change 
by making the news 
and publishing indus-
tries fairer for smaller 
media entities and local 
operators.

It’s my hope that the 
Minnesota congressio-
nal delegation agrees 
that the honest, quality 
reporting we provide 
our readers–and the 
future of all local 
journalism–is worth 
fighting for.

I can’t think of any-
thing more important 
than going in hot pur-
suit of battling for news 
coverage to ensure our 
democracy lives on.

Re-enactors make  
history come alive

Strolling through 
the grounds 
July 10 at the 

Steele County Histor-
ical Society (SCHS) 
Village of Yesteryear 
felt like going back to 
simpler, quieter time.

Visitors of all ages 
took part that afternoon 
in activities they would 
not otherwise experi-
ence–ropemaking, wood 
carving, and everyone’s 
favorite, axe throwing.

The people who cre-
ated those experiences 
lived for the weekend 
as Minnesotans did in 
the early 19th century. 
SCHS board president 
Deb Lustig, who has 
been part of many 
rendezvous events since 
1995, got her start by 
attending an event at 

the Steele County fair-
grounds to visit a friend 
who was participating.

“I was visiting with 
her and ended up staying 
the weekend,” she said.

The SCHS event was 
unusual in that the 
participants typically 
set up camp in a more 
rustic area. Everyone 
wears hand-made 
clothes; even the lodges 
are hand-sewn. They 
make their own bows 
and quivers, cook over 
an open fire, wash their 
clothes in a tub.

“People don’t realize 
even as far back as 100, 
150 years ago what life 
was like in Minnesota,” 
Lustig said. “A lot of the 
trades have been lost, 
like bartering and trad-
ing… that’s a lost art.”

Sadly, rendezvous is 
also becoming a lost art. 
Most of the people in-
volved in the local group 
are getting up in years, 

and not enough young 
people are joining.

“I was a single par-
ent, and I didn’t have 
the money to get into it 
the way that I wanted,” 
Lustig said, adding that 
group members helped 
her out. “You’d be sur-
prised at the people who 

will give you things to 
help get you started.”

The best way to get to 
the heart of this unique 
hobby is by attending 
an event and asking 
lots of questions, Lustig 
said. You can follow 
Owatonna Rendezvous 
on Facebook.

Sewer rate increases 
protect natural waters

Nobody likes paying higher rates for city ser-
vices, but in the case of a $65 million wastewater 
treatment plant in Owatonna, the gain will be 
well worth any temporary pain.

The long-planned project has driven up sewer 
rates for several years, as officials prepared 
for an expansion made necessary by the city’s 
growth. The existing facility consistently meets 
required standards but after 30 years, regularly 
operates at or slightly over capacity.

City officials say the three buildings now 
under construction will nearly double that 
capacity, from 5 to 9 million gallons per day. 
And treating all that sewage in accordance with 
the most current rules and standards is vitally 
important not only to our community, but well 
beyond Steele County.

Owatonna’s wastewater treatment plant 
discharges into the Straight River, home to 
northern pike, crappies, smallmouth bass and 
carp. It’s a prime spot for canoeing and kayak-
ing and passes through Owatonna on its way to 
the Cannon River.

The water quality in the Straight River has a 
direct impact on the Cannon River watershed, 
which covers 914,000 acres across portions of nine 
counties and empties into the Mississippi River.

Preserving these waters requires a special ef-
fort from every township, every city, every county 
they touch. Rivers carry our drinking water and 
provide habitat for many species of wildlife.

Sewer rate increases are a bitter pill in this 
economy. To soften the blow, think of those extra 
dollars as caring for the Earth and preserving it 
for future generations.

Reader treasures newspaper
To-the-Editor:
I missed receiving the Steele County Times in 

the mail this week.
I’ve been a subscriber for a few years and 

really enjoy reading your newspaper.
Keep up the great work!

Stephen Longtin
Owatonna

Appreciates countywide 
coverage

Dear Rick and staff:
Thank you for the timely reminder to renew 

my subscription to the Times. I just want to tell 
you how much I enjoy the newspaper. I appreciate 
the countywide coverage plus the uplifting news 
along side the negative aspects of our culture.

I was thinking about my early exposure to 
newspapers: I grew up in southwestern Min-
nesota where our local paper was the Jeffers 
Review. The newspaper office was located in the 
lower level of the post office. Alice Schmotzer 
wrote the news, set the type in a huge black 
machine, printed and then distributed the paper. 
It was a weekly on Thursday afternoons, and we 
waited for it to be ready.

Keep up the good work!

Linda Boorman
Owatonna

Big Tech is steamrolling 
America’s newspapers

BY BRETT WESNER

Google and Face-
book have enormous 
economic and political 
power in society – es-
pecially over the news 
industry. Many ask if 
they have played a role 
in the misinformation 
that erodes our free 
press and plagues our 
democracy.

Google and Face-
book have a duopoly 
of the distribution of 
digital news content, 
which drives people to 
their platforms where 
they make money. The 
platforms hoard criti-
cal data and use clever 
tactics, like reframing 
stories in rich pre-
views, to keep users on 
their sites – siphoning 
off the advertising 
revenue that small and 

local publishers need 
and weakening their 
ability to be rewarded 
for their own content.

Google and Face-
book generated $4 
million in U.S. adver-
tising revenue every 
15 minutes during the 
first quarter of 2022. 
That amount could 
fund hundreds of local 
journalists in every 
state in the country.

It’s no wonder that, 
despite record news 
consumption, local 
newspapers across 
the country have seen 
diminished revenues – 
leading many to lay off 
journalists or go out of 
business. Local news-
papers simply can’t 
compete with these 
national platforms, 
Google and Facebook. 

OUR VIEW

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

YOUR VIEW
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Heart Of Steele
JONI HUBRED

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED 
Rope maker Albert Rysavy shared his talents during the 
July 10 Steele County Historical Society Extravaganza. 

See BIG TECH on A16 ►
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Minnesota Senate District 23

Candidates respond to legal sports betting question
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

In an effort to keep you, 
our readers, well-informed 
and abreast of relevant 
issues, today is the fourth 
in a series of questions 
we are asking all of Steele 
County’s candidates for 
state office.

We want voters to know 
where each candidate 
stands on the issues in 
order to make their best 

decision at the ballot box.
Each week, we’ll ask the 

candidates a new question. 
They will all receive the 
same question, be given a 
word limit and a deadline 
of four days to answer. 
We’ll publish their answers 
the following Wednesday; 
responses may be edited for 
length.

The series will continue 
through Nov. 2, the last 
Wednesday before the Nov. 
8 general election.

If a candidate doesn’t 
respond, we’ll note that.

This week, we’re asking 
about gambling; specifical-
ly, sports betting:

Though some would 
say we live in the land 
of sports heartbreaks, 
Minnesota lawmakers 
will likely take up the 
question of legalizing 
sports betting again this 
season. Last year started 
with a promising biparti-
san push, and alignment 

with the state’s gaming 
tribes – but still stalled, 
after a Senate committee 
added licenses for two 
horse racing tracks to the 
bill. The Minnesota Indi-
an Gaming Association 
objected to that addition.

If the point is more 
about bringing the in-
dustry into a regulated 
market than it is about 
tax revenue, would you 
support making sports 
betting legal?

The word limit was 200 
words.

We advise you to ignore 
the R or DFL behind each 
name and reflect only on 
the answers. You might 
be surprised to find more 
common ground than you 
expected. An (i) indicates 
the incumbent candidate, 
though with this spring’s 
redistricting, the district 
numbers may not align 
with the seat they’re 
seeking.

Next week’s question
Minnesota’s climate is chang-

ing; the state has warmed one to 
three degrees (F) in the last cen-
tury. Floods are becoming more 
frequent, and ice cover on lakes is 
forming later and melting soon-
er. In the coming decades, these 
trends are likely to continue. Ris-
ing temperatures may interfere 
with winter recreation, extend 
the growing season, change the 
composition of trees in the North 
Woods, and increase water pollu-
tion problems in lakes and rivers. 
Working on it has been a bipar-

tisan issue: In May 2007, Gov. 

Tim Pawlenty signed the Next 
Generation Energy Act into law. 
It commits the state to developing 
a climate change action plan for 
reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 25% by 2025, and 80% by 
2050. The reductions must occur 
throughout the economy.

What do you think of the 
state’s efforts to combat climate 
change? What are you willing to 
support in order to effect more 
change, either environmentally 
or economically? (250-word 
limit)

Question of the Week:

Do you support legalizing sports betting? 
Minnesota House District 19B

Minnesota House District 23B

John Petersburg –  
R (i-24A),  
of Waseca: 
No response

Abdulahi Ali Osman – DFL,  
of Owatonna: 
No response

Patricia Mueller 
– R (i-27B),  
of Austin: 
Sports betting is one 
of those issues that 
has evolved with 
our smartphones. 
Gambling used to 
be limited to a time and space. Now 
anyone can log onto their phones and 
use countless apps to bet or gamble on 
pretty much any competitive event. 
The fact is, sports betting is perva-
sive. If we legalize sports betting, we 
have to be wise. Currently, Minnesota 
Tribes have authority over our casi-
nos on their Tribal land. To legalize 
sports betting that mainly happens 
with the aid of technology rather than 
in brick and mortar buildings, there 
needs to be a balance and benefit 
to both Tribes and Minnesota. The 
original sports betting bill that was 
brought to the House last term felt 
imbalanced with most of the authority 
and profit going to the Tribes. Legis-
lators need to deliberate and debate 
every angle of this issue knowing that 
gambling addictions are skyrocket-
ing among high school students, so 
any type of legalization must include 
education and funding to combat this. 
Overall, while I do believe sports bet-
ting will become legal in the future, 
lawmakers must look beyond the rev-
enue that could be gained and remem-
ber the societal impact that families 
are already struggling to control.

Gene Dornink – R (i-27), 
of Brownsdale: 
Legalizing sports betting has 
garnered a lot of attention 
in recent months. Now that 
Wisconsin has legalized 
sports betting, Minnesota is 
the only state in our region 
without a legal option. We know 
sports betting is already happen-
ing and it comes with some risks, 
but most people find it an enjoyable 
pastime. If we can create a healthy 
market that gives tribal nations, race 
tracks, and local nonprofits, bars, 
and restaurants the opportunity to 

participate fairly and safely. 
We started taking a serious 
look at it this last session, 
and I support additional 
work to find the best solution 
that protects consumers in 
a competitive and regulated 
market. I also believe we 

should utilize the revenue stream 
from sports betting to prevent and 
help those struggling with gambling 
addiction. These changes do take 
time to find agreement and compro-
mise, and I believe that we can find 
a workable solution for Minnesotans 
very soon.

Peggy Bennett – 
R (i-27A),  
of Albert Lea: 
Sports betting is 
already legalized 
in some form in the 
states surrounding 
Minnesota, as well 
as many other states in the U.S. Some 
states allow only in-person “brick and 
mortar” betting, while others also 
allow online options like mobile apps. 
For those of us who live close to the 
Iowa border, all one must do is drive 
a few miles south, park just over the 
border, and use a mobile app to place 
a bet – or go a few miles farther to 
visit the casino. I find other issues a 
much higher priority – like families 
struggling to pay for groceries and gas 
under high inflation, supporting our 
police, and holding criminals account-
able for the rampant crime we are ex-
periencing in many areas of our state. 
However, if a sports betting bill comes 
up for a vote, it will have my support 
if it’s a balanced and fair compromise 
between Minnesota’s tribes (who 
retain control of most gambling in our 
state), horse racetracks, and local bars 
and restaurants, and charities like 
VFWs and American Legions.

Kate Falvey – DFL,  
of Faribault: 
No response

Tom Stiehm – 
DFL, of Austin: 
I do support legal-
ized sports betting. 
Many of our citi-
zens now travel to 
surrounding states 
to gamble. We need 
to keep them, and the tax revenues, 
home.

Brandon  
Lawhead – DFL, 
of Austin:
Yes, I would make 
sports betting legal. 
However, I think it is 
critical that treat-
ment and awareness 
of gambling addiction be addressed, 
as well.

Lisa Hanson – R, of Hayward: 
No response.

Mary Hinnen-
kamp – DFL,  
of Albert Lea: 
Sports betting is an 
area with which I 
have had little experi-
ence. My one mem-
orable experience 
occurred in 1973 when I was a VISTA 
volunteer in Kentucky. My husband, 
some friends, and I borrowed a 
friend's car and went to the Kentucky 
Derby. This was the year Secretariat 
won. I was there, paid for the cheap 
infield ticket, drank a mint julep, got 
a sunburn, and lost $20. This hardly 
qualifies me as any sort of expert. I am 
a little uncomfortable with the expan-
sion of sports betting. I have a nephew 
who works at a Minnesota casino, and 
he has told me some horror stories 
of people who have lost their homes 
and ruined their lives with gam-
bling. I had a brother-in-law who put 
great strains on his finances and his 
marriage with a gambling problem. 
If the point of a bill was to regulate 
sports betting rather than to promote 
or expand its usage, I would consider 
supporting it. But I would need more 
time and information before I could 
speak with confidence on this issue.

John Jasinksi – 
R (i-24),  
of Faribault: 
Sports wagering is 
one of the top issues 
I hear about from 
constituents, and the 
feedback is over-
whelming that they want it legalized. 
The reality is that it’s already happen-
ing, and it’s already legal in neighbor-
ing states. Minnesota is getting left 
behind. It’s time to legalize sports wa-
gering and give the state a chance to 
capture the revenue that we are losing 
to our neighbors. But we have to do it 
the right way. That means creating a 
healthy market that gives the tribes, 
the local racetracks, and hopefully 
even some local nonprofits or bars and 
restaurants a chance to participate. 
We need to provide as many options 
as we can so consumers can get the 
best product possible. The Senate 
had a bill this year that would have 
accomplished exactly what we need. It 
would have legalized sports wagering 
for Minnesotans at tribal casinos and 
racetracks, as well as online gaming. 
I will keep working on that bill next 
year. It’s time to get it done.

Minnesota House District 23A

Minnesota Senate District 19
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PUBLIC SAFETY

COURT NEWS
steele County

The following case was 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
July 4 with Judge Joseph A. 
Bueltel presiding:
Christopher M. Powers, 46, 
Owatonna, previously ap-
peared and was convicted 
of felony domestic assault. 
Powers was sentenced to 
$250, 14 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
no possession of firearms, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state, domestic abuse 
evaluation and 5 years of 
supervised probation.
The following misdemean-
ors and petty misdemean-
ors were heard in Steele 
County District Court the 
week of July 4 – 10:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Kathleen M. Byram, 53, 
Austin, hands free viola-
tion, $125; Patrick L. Calla-
han, 24, Mankato, revoked 
license and no insurance, 
$475; Andrew J. Hehir, 29, 
Minneapolis, expired tabs, 
$105; Trisha L. Remackel, 
41, Oakdale, speeding, 
$135; Dominic A. Tinnel, 
35, Minneapolis, revoked 
license and registration 
violation, $375; Conner M. 
Useldinger, 35, Northfield, 
passing violation, $125; 
Jorge Vazquez-Rosales, 
42, Austin, suspended 
license, $275; Sebastian A. 
Yepez Ramirez, 19, Austin, 
permit violation and no 
insurance, $325.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Hope A. Allen, 39, Waltham, 
seat belt, $100; Michael 
D. Allen, 22, Waterloo, IA, 
no license, $175; Melinda 
M. Andrist, 28, Rochester, 
speeding, $115; William 
R. Beverley, 51, Chaska, 
speeding, $135; Michael 

T. Carr Jr., 18, Medford, 
speeding, $135; Katelyn 
R. Cartier, 33, St. Paul, 
speeding, $135; Jesus A. 
Castorena, 45, Goodell, 
IA, speeding, $135; Kevin 
W. Catron, 27, Omaha, 
NE, speeding, $125; Eric 
A. Davis, 42, Colfax, WI, 
speeding, $125; Spencer 
A. Davis, 26, Blue Springs, 
MO, speeding, $125; Ashley 
Diaz Garcia, 18, Andover, 
unsafe lane usage, $125; 
April M. Engelkes, 36, 
Hartley, IA, speeding, $215; 
Stephanie M. Engler, 45, 
Excelsior, speeding, $115; 
Carter R. Fishbaugher, 
22, Rochester, speeding, 
$115; William A. Fritz, 38, 
Waseca, speeding, $135; 
Christian Geronimo Valdes, 
23, Minneapolis, speeding, 
$125; Misael Granados, 23, 
Fort Wayne, IN, speeding, 
$125; Alexandria J. Heuer, 
32, Mankato, seat belt, 
$100; Reginald Jameson, 
50, Minneapolis, revoked 
license, $275; Jacob A. 
Johnson, 27, Eau Claire, WI, 
speeding, $125; Treyten 
P. Kane, 19, Owatonna, 
speeding and revoked 
license, $335; Brooke M. 
Kriesel, 24, Owatonna, 
speeding, $125; Khiem 
D. Mai, 47, Omaha, NE, 
speeding, $125; Jeremy J. 
Marshall, 26, Minneapolis, 
revoked license, $275; Sally 
F. Mathewson, 74, Colorado 
Springs, CO, speeding, 
$115; Christina I. Medin, 27, 
St. Paul, revoked license, 
$275; Sai M. Myana, 25, 
Edwardsville, IL, speeding, 
$135; Hugo A. Navarro, 42, 
Omaha, NE, speeding and 
no license, $375; Zachary 
T. Nelson, 24, Owaton-
na, no insurance, $275; 
Desmond L. Newton, 36, 
Oakdale, speeding and 
revoked license, $415; 
Chad A. Olson, 43, New 
Richland, seat belt, $100; 
Kae D. Paw, 28, Waukesha, 
WI, suspended license, 
$275; Shirley A. Percival, 
66, Clive, IA, speeding, 
$115; Tristan M. Purcell, 
26, Louisville, KY, speeding, 

$135; Graham K. Riley, 58, 
Apple Valley, speeding, 
$125; Bradley C. Steele, 
53, Byron, speeding, $135; 
Sarah M. Stoddard, 40, 
Maplewood, speeding, 
$215; Timothy P. Swims, 
37, St. Paul, possession 
of marijuana and revoked 
license, $425; Melissa R. 
Thomas, 39, Alta Loma, CA, 
speeding, $135; Megan M. 
Toft, 46, Shoreview, speed-
ing, $135; Molly A. Torres, 
31, Faribault, speeding 
and revoked license, $335; 
Ricardo Torres, 27, Tulsa, 
OK, speeding, $135; Pablo 
A. Villarreal, 20, Olathe, KS, 
no license, $175; Denae D. 
Whitfield, 21, Minneapolis, 
no license, $175; David B 
Wilkerson, 59, Midwest 
City, OK, speeding, $115.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Marisol Barajas, 38, 
Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Zachary A. 
Baumgartner, 27, Owaton-
na, abandoned vehicle, 
$125; Benjamin S. Burdick, 
25, Farmington, stop sign, 
$125; James L. Cameron, 
35, Owatonna, expired tabs, 
$105; Jenny M. Contre-
ras, 19, Owatonna, failure 
to yield, $125; Suamy A. 
Contreras, 19, Owaton-
na, invalid license, $175; 
Alexander C. Corona, 30, 
Owatonna, open bottle, 
$175; Lucio Cuevas, 35, 
Owatonna, open bottle, 
$175; Griffin M. Flemming, 
19, Owatonna, vehicle noise 
violation, $125; Catherine 
B. Furness, 69, Owatonna, 
Owatonna, careless driving, 
$375, 3 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
Jake W. Garvey, 28, Fari-
bault, theft, $125 and 40 
days in county jail; Robert 
K. Gaustad, 37, Hammond, 
suspended license, $275; 
Chad G. Griffin, 41, New 
Richland, revoked license, 
$275; Gerardo A. Gutierrez 
Pacheco, 25, Owatonna, 
invalid license, expired tabs 

and possession of marijua-
na and paraphernalia, $305; 
Nicole A. Johnson, 25, Owa-
tonna, window tint violation, 
$125; Thomas A. Larson, 
37, Baudette, expired tabs, 
$105; Delsin J. Lussier, 17, 
Owatonna, window tint 
violation, $125; Plee Meh, 
21, Austin, speeding, $135; 
Jorge E. Ortiz Santiago, 49, 
Owatonna, invalid license 
and no insurance, $375; 
Cameron L. Papow, 24, 
Waseca, expired tabs, 
$105; Trevor S. St. Martin, 
43, Northfield, revoked 
license, $275; Jonathon C. 
Walsh, 29, Owatonna, re-
voked license, $275; Melis-
sa A. Westra, 56, Waseca, 
no insurance and expired 
tabs, $305; Carlos A. Wood, 
49, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Kirsty L. Callahan, 29, 
Owatonna, speeding, $135; 
Talen K. Cliff, 16, Waseca, 
speeding, $115; Paige 
L. Ersland, 27, Waseca, 
revoked license, $275; 
Chad G. Griffin, 41, New 
Richland, revoked license, 
$275; Brandon J. Jeno, 31, 
Waseca, revoked license, 
$275; Reed M. Larson, 23, 
Medina, speeding, $215; 
Keith E. Mullenbach, 42, 
Blooming Prairie, seat belt, 
$100; Elizabeth M. Snater, 
33, Austin, no insurance, 
$275; Nicholas P. Suffrins, 
21, Mankato, speeding, 
$115; Trace J. Walderon, 19, 
Owatonna, speeding, $135; 
Jackson K Weatherley, 21, 
Owatonna, speeding, $125; 
Peyton L. Wilmes, 17 Wa-
terville, speeding, $115.

POLICE BLOTTER
steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE

July 8
Crash: At 1:41 p.m., a motor 
vehicle accident occurred at 
Mill Ave. NE and 4th Ave. NE.
July 11
Crash: Officers responded 
to a motor vehicle accident 
at Highway Ave. S. and 
6th St. SE at 4:02 p.m. 
They took a subject into 
custody.
July 13
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic stop 
in the 13000 block of High-
way 218 in Blooming Prairie 
Township at 6:43 p.m.

OWATONNA POLICE
July 8
Assault: Officers responded 
to assaults in the 300 block 
of Pine Ave. NE at 12:03 p.m. 
and the 2200 block of 26th 
St. NW at 8:38 p.m.
Domestic: Police arrested 
a subject following a do-
mestic disturbance in the 
400 block of Dartt Ave. NE 
at 1:03 p.m.
Theft: Officers responded 
to a theft in the 100 block 
of Oak Ave. S. at 7:38 p.m. 
They took a subject into 
custody.
Juvenile: Police received 
a juvenile complaint from 
the 1200 block of Kohlmier 
Dr. SW at 8:03 p.m. and 
the 3000 block of St. Paul 
Road at 11:53 p.m.
July 9
DWI: Officer made a DWI 
arrest in the 300 block of 

Burglary: Owatonna Police began a burglary investigation in the 700 block of Grove Ave. S. 
at 2:55 a.m. on July 8. 

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

GLEN MIKE BRETT

BRICK-MEGER FUNERAL HOME
MEDFORD FUNERAL HOME
Proudly Serving Steele CountyProudly Serving Steele County

megercares.com | 507.451.1457TRUST US TO HANDLE WITH CARE

CLARIFICATION

Woman charged after 
claims of assault

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

A woman from El-
lendale was arraigned 
last week on charges 
she assaulted a man, 
leaving him with multi-
ple injuries.

Ashley Grace Busho, 
20, faces two counts of 
misdemeanor domes-
tic assault. She was 
conditionally released 
without bond and is due 
back in court Sept. 8.

The case started with 
a 911 open line call at 
around 5 p.m. July 14. 
The female who eventu-
ally spoke seemed very 
hesitant, the report 
said, and claimed it was 
an accidental dial. A 
male was heard yelling 
in the background.

A deputy responded to 
the home, where Busho 
was in the entry of the 
home and a man was in 
the kitchen, motioning 
for the officer to come in.

The man had injuries 
on his face and arm. Ac-
cording to the criminal 
complaint, he said Busho 
was arguing with some-

one else on the phone 
when she attacked him, 
threw things around, 
and “started whaling” 
on him.

The victim said he 
thought he was “fight-
ing for his life,” the 
report said; the deputy 
saw blood smeared on 
the bedding and wall of 
the bedroom.

Busho allegedly 
pushed him, slugged 
him, knocking him to 
the ground, grabbed his 
arm and wouldn’t let go.

The man said he gave 
Busho the option to 
leave or he was going to 
call 911.

She was arrested at 
the scene.

The felony case 
against Catherine 
Brown Furness, of Owa-
tonna, was dismissed in 
“the interest of justice” 
after a toxicology report 
indicated no alcohol or 
other controlled sub-

stances in her system. 
The case was highlight-
ed on the Public Safety 
page in the July 13 edi-
tion of the Times. The 
count was thrown out 
in May in Steele County 
District Court.

Report: Dog’s death prompts gun incident
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

An Owatonna 
woman made her first 
appearance Friday in 
Steele County District 
Court, where she is 
accused of pointing a 
loaded gun at a man be-
cause she blamed him 
for her dog’s death.

Sherri Ann Bauer, 
51, is charged with 
felony second-degree 
assault with a danger-

ous weapon, as well as 
misdemeanor domestic 
assault. She remains 
in custody in lieu of 
$10,000 conditional 
bond and is due back in 
court July 28.

The charges stem 
from a July 10 incident 
when a deputy respond-
ed to an address on 
Steele County Road 45.

Three men were out-
side; all three reported-
ly confirmed Bauer had 
pointed a handgun at 

one of them.
According to the 

criminal complaint, 
one witness said she 
came out of the house 
holding a handgun, 
then “cocked it back” 
and pointed it at the 
victim. He said he 
“thought Sherri was go-
ing to shoot (the victim) 
because she had her 
finger on the trigger.”

When the third man 
arrived at the house, 
Bauer moved away 

and started to unload 
the gun, the complaint 
said, then went into the 
house.

The men said the 
family’s dog was hit by 
a vehicle on the inter-
state that morning. 
Bauer “took it hard” 
and started drinking, 
continuing throughout 
the day.

When she allegedly 
pointed the gun at the 
man, she said some-
thing like, “admit it’s 

your fault the dog died.”
Two deputies repeat-

edly tried to contact 
Bauer, who remained 
inside the house, but 
she didn’t answer their 
phone calls or knocks 
on the door.

They left, the com-
plaint said, and learned 
four days later they 
had probable cause to 
arrest her. A breath test 
indicated a preliminary 
blood-alcohol content 
reading of.13.

90 days in jail for man 
in felony assault case

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

An Owatonna man 
who admitted to beating 
a woman last fall has 
been convicted of felony 
assault and sentenced to 
90 days in jail.

Anthony Christian 
Trevino, 25, pleaded 
guilty in March to sec-
ond-degree assault with 
a dangerous weapon – a 
car. In exchange for the 
plea, two misdemeanor 
counts of domestic as-
sault were dismissed.

Steele County 
District Court Judge 
Joseph Bueltel granted 
a downward disposition 
in sentencing Trevino 
to 90 days in jail, with 
credit for five days 
already served. He was 
placed on probation 
for five years, ordered 
to complete chemical 

dependency evaluation/
treatment; must not use 
or possess alcohol or 
firearms, and must pay 
fines and fees of $450, 
among other conditions.

The charges 
stemmed from an 
incident Nov. 16, when 
Owatonna police 
responded to Linn 
Avenue Southwest for 
a report of a hit-and-
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Ritchie Bros Auction Site

PO BOX 1067, AUSTIN, MN 55912  1-800-347-5225PRODUCED BY

July 26, 27, 28, 2022

-

Free Admission * Free Parking * Free Seminars

6000 Frontage Road Medford, MN

Tues. 9-5 * Wed. 9-8 * Thurs. 9-4

Latest Technology from Ag Manufactures * Agri Business Services * Extensive Farm & Ranch Displays

Presented by

Linder Farm Network  and U of MN Extension Service

Ag Education Seminars

3 Grand Prize Drawings 
Register at the show for your chance to win!

Learn more at tradexpos.com

Whatever the grand prize is

Who it is sponsored by

H&H Quick Hitch Trailer Mover for the front of a Skid Steer, comes with two receivers.

H&H Quick Trailer Mover withTwo Receivers

STOR -CART     42H x 30W x 22D  

S T O R-C A R T    4 2 H  x  3 0 W  x  2 2 D Stor-Cart 42H x 30W x 22D

60” 8 Tine Renegade  Manure Fork, 36” Tines  

60” Eight Tine Renegade Manure Fork
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North Star Ag Expo Seminars

Tuesday 7/26
9:00AM –  Jim Emter, Van Ahn & Co 
                     Outlook for Ag Commodities & Market Forces to Be Ready For
10:00AM  - AgriTalk with Chip Flory - Nationally Syndicated Ag Program
11:00AM - Collin Peterson, former Chair of the House Ag Committee 
                      Major Issues MN Farmers are Dealing With in Today's Market
11:45AM - Panel with Chip Flory, Jim Emter and Collin Peterson
12:30PM - Mid-day Farm Review

Wednesday 7/27
9:00AM –  Al Kluis, Kluis Commodities 
                    Outlook for Major Commodities
10:15AM – John Baize International Ag Consultant
                      World Influences on U.S. Agriculture and What's Ahead
11:15AM - Scott Lambert, MN Auto Dealers President & Lance Klatt, MSSA, President 
                      The Impact of the California Cars Minnesota Mandate on Consumers and Business 
12:30PM - Mid-day Farm Review 

NORTH STAR AG EXPONORTH STAR AG EXPO
2022 SEMINARS2022 SEMINARS

CHECK OUT THE AFTERNOON SEMINARS WITH UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA EXTENSION TOO!

3 Grand 
Prize Drawings
Register at the show for your chance to win!
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60” Eight Tine Renegade 
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University of Minnesota Extension  
at the 

North Star Ag Expo 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1:00 – 4:00 pm - Advanced Nitrogen Smart: A Deep Dive Into the 4Rs 
    Brad Carlson, UMN Extension Educator, Water Resources  

    Dan Kaiser, UMN Extension Soil Scientist 
 

Nitrogen Smart is an educational program for producers that presents 
fundamentals for maximizing economic return on nitrogen investments 
while minimizing nitrogen losses.  
 
Topics include:  

 Sources of nitrogen 
 Ways to reduce losses 
 Implications of Minnesota’s Nutrient  

Reduction Strategy and Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Management Plan 

 Cutting edge tools for refining your  
management approach 

 

Join us at the North Star Ag Expo located at Ritchie Bros. July 26-28! 
(6000 Frontage Rd W, Medford, MN 55049) 

Advanced Nitrogen Smart: 
A Deep Dive Into the 4Rs 

Tuesday, July 26, 2022 
1:00 – 4:00 pm 

 

Brad Carlson    Dan Kaiser    
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Join us at the North Star Ag Expo located at Ritchie Bros. July 26-28! 
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SAVE THE SAVE THE 
DATE!DATE!

SAVE THE SAVE THE 
DATE!DATE!

Saturday, Oct. 8th

Congratulations to this year’s honorees:

Blooming Prairie EducationBlooming Prairie Education
Foundation Annual BanquetFoundation Annual Banquet

These Awesome Blossoms will be honored at the annual banquet of the BP Foundation on October 8.

Distinctive Service Awards
    *Sue (Klemmensen) Zwiener - Class of  ‘71
    * Becky (Trom) Noble - Class of  ‘74

Male Athlete
    Paul Vaith - Class of ‘76

Female Athlete
    Lisi (Ingvalson) Wright - Class of ‘03

Educator
   Roger Sorenson

Award of 
Special Recognition
    Tom “TR” Ressler - Class of ‘81

for his artistic original creation of

the BPHS Blossom Mascot

142 W Bridge Street

Open Monday thru
Thursday 10 - 6

Friday 10 - 5
Saturday 10 - 3

Shop online hiddenroseboutique.com

LIVE 

MUSIC!

ity in Cr hT uy rl co hH ity in Cr hT uy rl co hH st 31  11ly  au mJ ,  y - a 4d  pn muS
st 31  11ly  au mJ ,  y - a 4d  pn muS Mass  1a 0k  l ao mP Mass  1a 0k  l ao mP

Games for All Ages
Thousands of Prizes

Country Store
Used-a-Bit Sale

Silent Auctions
Homemade filled biscuits

Games for All Ages
Thousands of Prizes

Country Store
Used-a-Bit Sale

Silent Auctions
Homemade filled biscuits

Outdoor Food & Refreshment Stands All DayOutdoor Food & Refreshment Stands All Day

www.litomysl.web.com
th9946 SE 24  Ave, Owatonna, MN

TURN OFF the television…
Encourage your 
children to make 
reading 
the newspaper 
a part of their 
everyday 
routine for 
lifelong learning.
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HOMeTOWnEXTRA
dOdGe COunTy FaIR

Greg the Great dazzles all ages
STORY AND PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD

“He’s still a 
big kid.”

That’s 
how Vickie Skillestad, 
mother of Blooming 
Prairie Police Chief 
Greg Skillestad, de-
scribes her son’s infatu-
ation with magic.

Vickie and her 
husband Don were in 
the audience for Greg 
the Great’s first per-
formance at the Dodge 
County Free Fair at 
12:30 p.m. on July 14. He 
put on a second perfor-
mance at 3:30 p.m.

Greg Skillestad said 
he first performed at the 
Dodge County Fair 20 
years ago. His fandom, 
of course, mostly con-
sisted of little kids, but a 
lot of parents joined the 
crowd, including Greg’s 
wife Allyson and two 
sons, Elijah and Levi.

To many, Greg 
Skillestad is known 
as police chief for the 
small Steele County 
community of Bloom-
ing Prairie. To others, 
he is known as Greg 
the Great, a magician 
who spins magic and 
comedy together to 
entertain audiences of 
all ages.

Started young
Greg the Great has 

been doing magic tricks 
ever since he was 10 
years old. As a profes-
sional, he is in his 23rd 
year as Greg the Great.

Skillestad does about 
three shows per month. 
His themes include 
birthdays, summer 
reading, and carnival.

This writer was 
invited to attend Greg 
the Great’s Dodge 
County Free Fair shows 
and took in Skillestad’s 
library show in Bloom-
ing Prairie. Even better, 
Greg extended an 
invitation to learn more 
about how he prepares 
for his magic shows.

“It’s all about prepa-
ration,” he said.

As Greg the Great 
loaded his van the night 
before the Dodge Coun-
ty Fair, he said he still 
wasn’t quite sure what 
direction his county 
fair show would take.

The cooing of five 
doves provided the 
backdrop for his time of 
preparation. Two live 
bunnies are also in the 
magic shows.

Picking up his cell 

phone, Greg asked son 
Levi to join him in the 
two-stall garage and 
help him prepare for 
his big date the next 
afternoon. Levi quickly 
appeared and spent the 
rest of the night helping 
his dad.

Flower Power
Opening his magic 

boxes, Greg showed 
some colorful flowers 
that came from Thai-
land. He also had some 
“really showy flowers” 
that came from the U.S.

“The quality is much 
better in the U.S. flow-
ers,” he said.

A new trick Greg 
unveiled at the Dodge 
County Fair was re-
hearsed in the garage 
with help from Levi, 

who hadn’t ever seen 
the trick.

Levi put on a magic 
vest and a magic Abra-
ham Lincoln hat. Greg 
the Great then disap-
peared for a moment 
and helped Levi grow 
two new arms. Hiding 
his frame, Greg used 
his hands to make 
it look like Levi was 
doing it.

The trick went 
over well at the Dodge 
County Fair on the New 
Township Square stage 
with the help of Levi’s 
counterpart, Tegan.

Screaming kids
Greg loves doing 

kids’ shows and says 
the louder the kids 
holler and scream, the 
more he knows they 
are having a good time. 
In fact, he opened his 
show in Kasson by 
dividing the kids into 
groups and conducting 
a scream-off.

He also likes to intro-
duce something new to 
each show. A popular 
recent addition was to 
use a cannon to shoot a 
white bunny toward an 
empty box.

Skillestad, who calls 
himself the world’s 
greatest magician, 
started his professional 
looking show in 2000. 
He picks up much of his 
magic equipment from 
Smoky Mountain Magic 
in Johnson City, Tenn.

He has his own 
tables, extension cords 
and speaker system and 
brings his own music.

Clean show
Greg hauls out some 

vintage suitcases to 
pack his equipment.

“There are so many 
things I could take,” he 
said. “My aim is to have 
a clean show.”

As he took out more 
flowers, he said, “We 
are the Blossoms show-
ing flower power.”

Using many changes 
of facial expression, 
Skillestad said he must 
be an actor, too.

“I try to add show-
manship,” he said. “I 
will never do a show 
without a rabbit or 
dove.”

Greg said Allyson is 
his biggest critic and 
will make recommenda-
tions for show changes. 
He likes to hear feed-
back and said he will 
never forget one child’s 
description of his magic 
show as “unbelievable.”

Taking some vaca-
tion time from his “reg-
ular job” in the next few 
weeks, Skillestad will 
do five shows in five 
days at the Washington 
County Fair at Lake 
Elmo.

One of the most 
popular parts of the 
show features a stuffed 
bunny. The bunny wig-
gles its butt when Greg 
pushes a button.

“It’s a stuffed bunny,” 
he yells to the kids.

Greg the Great then 
turns his head, the 
bunny wiggles, and the 
kids go wild!

Greg the Great made an appearance at the Blooming Prairie library recently and gave some tips on what to read during the Summer Reading Program.

Levi Skillestad and his father Greg the Great pack up the van on their way to last week’s Dodge County Fair. 

Greg the Great had lots of tiny fans attend his magic show at the Dodge County Fair 
last Thursday. Also known as Greg Skillestad, Blooming Prairie police chief, he did 
two shows for his young fans. 

Levi Skillestad straightened his top hat with assistance 
from Greg the Great at the Dodge County Fair held 
last week in Kasson.

“My aim is to have a clean show.”
Greg the Great

BP Magician
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join usjoin us

Need Childcare?Need Childcare?
We’re 
Open!

The objective of the Leo Augusta Children’s Academy is to deliver a hands-on model of child 
development with the capacity to serve over 100 children, ages six weeks to 12 years of age. 

Under a structured curriculum, coupled with flexibility, our philosophy of learning and care will focus 
on emotional, intellectual, physical, and social development in a nurturing and secure environment.

Leo Augusta Children’s Academy is a childcare-education 
center located in Blooming Prairie. We provide quality care 
and education for children, aged six weeks to 12 years of 

age. Come take a look at our facility!

Food trucks, tours, 
and games/activities 

for children will 
be a part of our 

open house.

See You There!
Give One, Get One!Give One, Get One!

507-572-2062
info@leoaugusta.com

FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, July 24

11a.m.-3p.m.
824 Center Ave N.

Blooming Prairie, MN

Don’t miss celebrating this exciting new option for 
childcare in the Blooming Prairie area.

For Every Dollar Donated, It Will Be Matched

It's been scheduled, please don't run, it's guaranteed to be lots of fun!
Come join the rest of the Leo Augusta team, To share the reality of our DREAM!
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Main St. E. at 12:57 a.m.
Trespassing: Officer is-
sued a trespassing citation 
in the 1600 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. at 9:52 a.m.
Hit and Run: At 11:43 a.m., 
a hit and run accident 
occurred in the 100 block of 
Lewis Dr. NW.
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 1400 block of Oak Ave. 
S. at 4:23 p.m. They took a 
subject into custody.
July 10
Domestic: Police arrest-
ed a subject following a 
domestic disturbance in the 
1100 block of 7th Ave. NE at 
11:42 a.m.
Shoplifting: At 1:34 p.m., 
a shoplifting incident oc-
curred in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W.
July 11
Property: At 5:35 a.m., 
stolen property was recov-
ered in the 1200 block of 
Frontage Rd. W.
Theft: Officers took theft 
reports in the 200 block of 
Oak Ave. N. at 2:14 p.m. and 
the 200 block of 18th St. SW 
at 7:24 p.m.
Animal: At 4:45 p.m., a dan-
gerous dog was in the 300 
block of Prospect St. E.
Vandalism: Property dam-
age was reported in the 100 
block of Valley View Place 
NW at 5:32 p.m.
Domestic: Police arrested a 
subject following a domes-
tic disturbance in the 100 
block of Shady Ave. SE at 
6:30 p.m.
Assault: At 8:42 p.m., an 
assault occurred in the 

2200 block of 26th St. NW.
July 12
Suspicion: Police respond-
ed to suspicious activity 
in the 300 block of Mineral 
Springs Road NE at 12:21 
a.m. They issued a citation.
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic 
stop at Bridge St. W. and 
Interstate 35 at 1:36 a.m.
Shoplifting: Shoplifting in-
cidents occurred in the 100 
block of Landmark Dr. NE 
at 1:24 p.m. and the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 
4:17 p.m.
Threats: Officers responded 
to a subject making threats 
in the 600 block of Florence 
Ave. NW at 3:56 p.m.
Shoplifting: Officer issued 
a shoplifting citation in the 
1100 block of Frontage Rd. 
W. at 5:38 p.m.
Fraud: Officer took a fraud 
report in the 600 block of Wil-
lowbrook Dr. NE at 8:08 p.m.
July 13
Suspicion: Officers 
responded to suspicious 
activity in the 100 block of 
Rose St. W. at 11:33 a.m.
Fraud: Officer took a fraud 
report in the 1200 block 
of Woodridge Place NE at 
4:39 p.m.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

July 8
Burglary: Deputies respond-
ed to a burglary in the 900 
block of 86th St. NE in Med-
ford Township at 7:30 p.m.
July 9
Warrant: Deputy made a 
warrant arrest at the deten-
tion center at 1:08 p.m.
Burglary: Deputies began a 

burglary investigation in the 
6500 block of County Road 
45 N. in Medford Township 
at 3:32 p.m.
July 10
Weapons: Deputies 
responded to a weapons 
incident in the 4600 block 
of County Road 45 N. in 
Clinton Falls Township at 
7:20 p.m.
July 12
Burglary: At 4:30 p.m., a 
burglary occurred in the 
100 block of 5th Ave. W. in 
Ellendale.
July 14
Pursuit: Deputies pursued 
a subject at Central Ave. E. 
and 2nd St. NE in Medford at 
2:08 a.m.
Theft: Deputy took a theft 
report in the 500 block of 
Central Ave. W. in Medford 
at 12:35 p.m.
Fraud: Deputies received a 
fraud report from the 5800 
block of 128th St. SW in Ber-
lin Township at 2:01 p.m.
Domestic: Deputies ar-
rested a subject following 
a domestic disturbance in 
the 3100 block of 168th St. 
SE in Summit Township at 
5:07 p.m.

ARRESTS
steele County

STEELE ARRESTS 
OWATONNA POLICE

Michael James Thompson, 
21, arrested at 1:28 p.m. 
July 8, felony domestic as-
sault by strangulation, held 
for court.
Jessica Ann Feist, 52, 
arrested at 4:40 p.m. July 9, 

domestic assault, held for 
court.
Juan Carlos Garcia-Pina, 
21, arrested at 12:45 p.m. 
July 10, domestic assault/
assault, held for court.
Jasmine Nicole Marik, 33, 
arrested at 8:04 p.m. July 
11, domestic assault/as-
sault, held for court.
Mario Alberto Tamayo Jr., 
24, arrested at 12:25 a.m. 
July 13, DWI, held for court.
Martha Noemi Rocha Ca-
ballero, 44, arrested at 5:10 
p.m. July 14, warrant arrest, 
$2,000 bail.

STEELE COUNTY
Noah Christian Xavier Marti-
nez, 19, arrested at 9:01 
a.m. July 8, warrant arrest, 
$1,000 bail.
Michelle Evony Nin, 23, ar-
rested at 10:38 a.m. July 8, 
probation violation warrant, 
body only.
Cody Mitchell Honsey, 34, 
arrested at 1:08 p.m. July 9, 
probation violation warrant, 
body only.
Ashley Grace Busho, 20, ar-
rested at 6:26 p.m. July 14, 
domestic assault/assault, 
held for court.
Sherri Ann Bauer, 51, 
arrested at 8:48 p.m. July 
14, felony assault, threats 
of violence and domestic 
assault, held for court.

COURT NEWS
dodge County

The following misdemean-
ors and petty misdemean-
ors were heard in Dodge 
County District Court the 
week of June 26 – July 3:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Elexis A. Brown, 21, Hay-
field, DWI, $580, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
community service and 
1 year of supervised 
probation; Trisha L. Busch, 
45, Dodge Center, hands 
free violation, $130; Madino 
M. Hassan, 40, Rochester, 
speeding, stay of adjudica-
tion, $100 and 6 months of 
unsupervised monitoring 
without conviction; Cristin 
More, 35, Novato, CA, 
speeding, $220; Norman 
D. Otterbein, 72, Dodge 
Center, seat belt, $105; 
Thaddeus G. Reniker, 42, 
Hayfield, registration viola-
tion, $110; Daniel J. Rezac, 
37, Pine Island, concealing 
criminal proceeds, stay of 
adjudication, $31,327.50, 
cognitive skill training, 
and 5 years of super-
vised probation; Gideon 
T. Russell, 20, Rochester, 
suspended license and 
speeding, $580; Amanda 
M. Southwick, 41, Hayfield, 
junk vehicle, $380; Nicole 
R. Thielen, 45, Dodge Cen-
ter, hands free violation, 
$130; Gene P. Wells Jr., 28, 
Rochester, revoked license, 
$280; Bailey D. Zywicki, 
24, Rochester, violation 
of order for protection, 

$1,055, 52 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
domestic abuse evaluation, 
90 hours of community 
service and 2 years of 
supervised probation.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Aaron J. Blake, 29, Kasson, 
loud noises, $100; Jeffrey 
B. Bolgrean, 45, Hoffman, 
domestic assault, $130, 
44 days in county jail, no 
contact with victim, no 
trespassing, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
domestic abuse evaluation, 
complete treatment and 1 
year of supervised proba-
tion; Wendy R. Cruz Palma, 
20, Kasson, permit violation, 
$130; Brent D. Espenson, 37, 
West Concord, suspend-
ed license, no insurance 
and hands free violation, 
$530; Laura K. Evenson, 
54, Mantorville, DWI, $680, 
complete treatment, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, Ignition In-
terlock program and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
Michael J. Roudabush, 52, 
Center City, hands free 
violation, $130.

NEWS

BERNE WOOD-FIRED PIZZA

2022 SUMMER 2022 SUMMER 
CONCERT SERIESCONCERT SERIES

WEDNESDAYS 5-8PM

ADVANCE PURCHASES 
AVAILABLE ON 

EVENTBRITE

Zwingli UCC • 23148 CTY HWY 24 • West Concord
bernepizza.org  //  FREE MUSIC

The activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant 
from the Minnesota Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation 

from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

CONCERT SCHEDULECONCERT SCHEDULE
OPENING BAND—5PM • HEADLINER—6:30PM

SPONSORSSPONSORS
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

JULY 13 Classic Car & Bike Cruise-In • Vintage Tones • The Chubs

JULY 20 Scott Jasmin & the Gracenotes • Incognito

JULY 27 Pirates, Guitars & Beachfront Bars • Branded: Hot Country

AUGUST 3 Artisan Market Night • Bells and Whistles • Collective Unconscious

SPECIALTY PIZZAS – $23 CHEESE PIZZA – $18  
JULY SPECIAL CHICKEN, BACON, RANCH 
AUGUST SPECIAL SWISS & KRAUT

Owners: Vernon Kasper & Thelma Rice Estate
Pam Kasper P.R.

10005 14TH AVE S.E., OWATONNA, MN
Directions: From Owatonna 7 miles South on Steele Cty #45, East 1 mile on Steele Cty #4 to S.E. 14th Ave.

& MUCH MORE!
LARGE ESTATE AUCTIONLARGE ESTATE AUCTION

SATURDAY JULY 30, 2022 • 9:30 A.M.SATURDAY JULY 30, 2022 • 9:30 A.M.

VEHICLE: LIKE NEW 1996 Dodge SLT 4x4 Pickup, V6
Magnum Automatic 22,478 actual one owner miles

TRACTOR - WINDROWER  • ANTIQUE HOUSEHOLD 
• ANTIQUE HORSE DRAWN FARM EQUIPMENT • FARM RELATED TOOLS & MISC

This is only a partial listing, vist  www.mditlveson.us for complete listing!
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June 22
Joe Gardner
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Barb Coleman
Jane Prihoda

William Hines

June 22
Brian & Sandy Kerrigan 
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June 23
Adam & Sadie Swenson
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June 26
Heidi & Paul Heimgartner

June 27
Ryan & 

Taylor Klemmensen
Beth & Dan Trom

Bob & Carol Braaten
Pam & Keith Doerhoefer

June 25
Stephen Basness
Thomas Erickson

Tyler Allison
Joseph Mastyer
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June 26
Tom Stoneburner

Jody Easton
Katy Clayton
Avery Allison

Mark Ditlevson

June 27
Shirley Rogers

Beth Krebs
Julia Garza

Jessica Skinner
Lisa Bruns

Emily Savaria 

June 25
John & Jennie Konecne 
Jacob & Pam Schwarz
Barry & Diane Olson

June 28
Amy & Mark Hinzmann

June 23
Breckin Cochlin
Nora Bodurtha
Callie Iverson
Claire Staloch

Colton Hemann
Efren Hernandez 

June 24
Yvonne Lee

Eliot Gimbel 

June 28
Mark Symes

Amanda Tocko
Robert Wolf 

Paul Hermann
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July 26
Frank Henefield
Mary Ann Worke
Mary Kittelson

July 23
Nels Lee

Sylvia Myre
Teresa Swenson
Evelyn Kubista

ANNIVERSARIES

honest1owatonna.com

June 22
Joe Gardner

Randy Klemmensen
Barb Coleman
Jane Prihoda

William Hines

June 22
Brian & Sandy Kerrigan 

Chris & Amy Staloch

June 23
Adam & Sadie Swenson

Brad and Miranda 
Klemmensen

June 26
Heidi & Paul Heimgartner

June 27
Ryan & 

Taylor Klemmensen
Beth & Dan Trom

Bob & Carol Braaten
Pam & Keith Doerhoefer

June 25
Stephen Basness
Thomas Erickson

Tyler Allison
Joseph Mastyer

Hugo Ehlers

June 26
Tom Stoneburner

Jody Easton
Katy Clayton
Avery Allison

Mark Ditlevson

June 27
Shirley Rogers

Beth Krebs
Julia Garza

Jessica Skinner
Lisa Bruns

Emily Savaria 

June 25
John & Jennie Konecne 
Jacob & Pam Schwarz
Barry & Diane Olson

June 28
Amy & Mark Hinzmann

June 23
Breckin Cochlin
Nora Bodurtha
Callie Iverson
Claire Staloch

Colton Hemann
Efren Hernandez 

June 24
Yvonne Lee

Eliot Gimbel 

June 28
Mark Symes

Amanda Tocko
Robert Wolf 

Paul Hermann

July 21
Nick & Sami Nelson

Maurice & Julie Lembke
Tim & Amy Trotman

Tamara & Chad Klemmensen
Jason & Jackie Vorlicek
Kristin & Cord Koening

July 22
Elizabeth & Robert Jr. Salinas

July 23
Shirley & Harlan Hinzmann

Heather & Tony Schiller

July 24
H. & Jean Peterson

July 25
Roger & Rhonda Toquam
Brennan & Stacie Toquam

July 26
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ANNIVERSARIES

honest1owatonna.com

June 22
Joe Gardner

Randy Klemmensen
Barb Coleman
Jane Prihoda

William Hines

June 22
Brian & Sandy Kerrigan 

Chris & Amy Staloch

June 23
Adam & Sadie Swenson

Brad and Miranda 
Klemmensen

June 26
Heidi & Paul Heimgartner

June 27
Ryan & 

Taylor Klemmensen
Beth & Dan Trom

Bob & Carol Braaten
Pam & Keith Doerhoefer

June 25
Stephen Basness
Thomas Erickson

Tyler Allison
Joseph Mastyer

Hugo Ehlers

June 26
Tom Stoneburner

Jody Easton
Katy Clayton
Avery Allison

Mark Ditlevson

June 27
Shirley Rogers

Beth Krebs
Julia Garza

Jessica Skinner
Lisa Bruns

Emily Savaria 

June 25
John & Jennie Konecne 
Jacob & Pam Schwarz
Barry & Diane Olson

June 28
Amy & Mark Hinzmann

June 23
Breckin Cochlin
Nora Bodurtha
Callie Iverson
Claire Staloch

Colton Hemann
Efren Hernandez 

June 24
Yvonne Lee

Eliot Gimbel 

June 28
Mark Symes

Amanda Tocko
Robert Wolf 

Paul Hermann

GrandPad CEO in running for national award
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Scott Lien has creat-
ed a business that will 
literally never run out 
of customers.

“Hanging on the 
wall of my office right 
now is a picture of me 
and my mom,” he said. 
“She was the inspira-
tion for the company. 
She was a teacher, a 
librarian, ran her own 
business – she was a 
brilliant lady, but like 
many seniors in their 
80s, she was frustrated 
and struggling with 
her cell phone and her 
computer.”

Lien and his family 
lived in California; his 
parents lived in his 
hometown of Decorah, 
Iowa.

“We weren’t able to 
communicate easily, be-
cause Mom had hearing 
loss, so we couldn’t talk 
much on the phone,” he 
said. “We needed a way 
to do emails, video calls, 
share photos, and there 
was nothing out there.”

Lien and his son, 
Isaac, are “tech guys, 
and we said, ‘we’re 
going to build this.’”

Less than six months 
later, GrandPad had its 
first paying customer.

What the Liens 
created was a touch-
screen tablet computer, 
designed for senior 
citizens. It allows users 
to video chat, view pho-
tos, check news, send 
messages and more.

As one reviewer 
put it: “It demystifies 

(technology) for elderly 
loved ones.”

“Society is forcing 
elderly people to use a 
product that was de-
signed by young people, 
for young people,” Lien 
said his son told him. 
“It’s crazy to think an 
80-year-old should enjoy 
the product.”

A self-described “idea 
guy,” Lien said unlike 
some of his other proj-
ects, “100% of the people 
I shared this vision with 
were like, ‘that’s a great 
idea. You have to go do 
that, because we need 
that in our family.’ And 
off we went.”

Since that first 
customer 8½ years ago, 
the company’s product 
reaches more than 1.4 
million people – seniors, 
their families and their 
caregivers – in 120 
countries.

And GrandPad has 
caught the eye of Ernst 
& Young, which named 
Lien an Entrepreneur of 
the Year 2022 Heartland 
Award winner.

He will now be consid-
ered by a national inde-
pendent panel of judges 
for the 2022 national title.

The judging, he said, 
“is a very comprehen-
sive process; four people 
came and spent half a 
day interviewing me … 
they came and audited 
and validated a lot of 
information … and we 
were ultimately select-
ed. We knew we were 
in the running, but it’s 
a very high bar and we 
were honestly very hon-
ored to be selected.

“We didn’t think 
we would win,” Lien 
admitted. “We thought 
we deserved it, but we 
knew how hard it is.”

He emphasized that 
despite its name, “it’s 
really a team award. I 
just represent our more 
than 160 employees; I’m 
the coach of the bigger 
team, which won the 
award.”

He’s proud, he said, 
of “the great team 
we’ve assembled and 
their passion for our 
mission. Our mission is 
to improve the lives of 
millions of seniors by 
reconnecting them with 
their family, friends and 
caregivers.”

While COVID shut-
tered many businesses, 
it prompted significant 
growth in GrandPad.

“Our business is 

about a 50-50 split,” Lien 
said. “Business-to-con-
sumer, where an adult 
child buys for the 
parents. We also have 
health care systems and 
providers guy Grand-
Pad and integrate it into 
their care. Both grew 
rapidly during COVID, 
and continue to grow.”

There are more than 
32 million seniors in 
the U.S., more than 300 
million worldwide.

“There’s a great, sus-
tainable business here,” 
he said, “and we can 
help so many people. 
Not only can we make 
their lives better, we 
can actually reduce the 
cost of healthcare.”

Citing the “cata-
strophic shortage of 
caregivers,” Lien said 
many of the routine 
health checks that 

seniors rely on can be 
done over telehealth.

“We can create the 
efficiencies for health 
care providers to 
provide better care at a 
lower cost.”

His aunt, Viola Lin-
derbaum, is 89. She lives 
in Ossian, Iowa, and is 
what the company calls 
a “Grand Advisor.”

“We have about 10 
employees, all in their 
80s, 90s or 100s,” Lien 
said, “and they’re 
actually the designers. 
We’re just the hands 
that build the prod-
uct. None of us know 
what it’s like to be 90, 
with the physical and 
cognitive challenges 
of a 90-year-old, so we 
don’t guess – we just 
ask them. We work with 
them every day.”

The company, which 

is headquartered in 
Hopkins, learns what 
the Grand Advisors 
want from a device 
and identifies common 
usability problems.

“We’re always adding 
new things,” Lien said. 
“We’ve created a moods 
app, which is beautiful-
ly curated videos, set to 
beautiful music. Sadly, 
there is lots of anxiety 
and loneliness, lots of 
mental health chal-
lenges with the elderly. 
This is a tool to help 
them relax, and it really 
brings a lot of comfort 
and serenity to seniors.”

There are plenty 
of games that provide 
cognitive stimulation, 
including multi-player 
versions, so families 
“can play checkers 
together in real time,” 
Lien said. “That was 
something I always did 
with my grandpa.”

The company’s oldest 
tablet user was 116 
years old, from Char-
lotte, N.C.

Lien said he hopes 
his story and the team’s 
award “can be an inspi-
ration to other entre-
preneurs: If you see a 
problem in your own 
personal life or family, 
go fix it. It’s hard, but 
it’s rewarding.”

For now, his advice 
is simple: “Pick up the 
phone, ideally through 
a video call, and call a 
senior. We’re all busy, but 
there are so many who 
are desperately lonely 
and isolated. It just takes 
a minute, and it will 
mean the world to them.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
From left, GrandPad CEO and co-founder Scott Lien, Grand Advisor Elmer Thill (age 106), 
Grand Advisor Richard Thill and co-founder Isaac Lien, who was a freshman in college 
when he and his father started the company, which is now headquartered in Hopkins.

◄ BLOTTER from A6
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· Issues farmers deal 
with in today’s market

· World influences on 
U.S. agriculture

· Impacts of Min-
nesota adopting the 
California EV (Electric 
Vehicle) mandate, with 
stricter emission stan-
dards and a mandate for 
big automakers to sell 
electric cars.

University of Min-
nesota Extension will 
host seminars on those 
two days as well on 

“Advanced Nitrogen 
Smart: A Deep Dive Into 
the 4Rs” and “Running 
Your Farm Business”.

In between ses-
sions, Andy “Caygeon” 
Junkin will speak; he’s 
an agricultural strate-
gist and founder of stub-
born.farm. Slowinski 
said Junkin will have 
advice for generational 
farmers making tough 
decisions about their 
business. Junkin will 
also have a booth near 
the atrium.

Visitors can register 
at the show for three 
grand prizes: a Stor-
Loc modular Stor-Cart 
(42”x30”x22”), H & H 
Quick Trailer Mover 
with two receivers from 
Root River Equipment, 
and a Walco 60” eight-
tine Renegade manure 
fork.

Parking and admis-
sion are free 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday, 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. Wednesday, and 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday, 
with food trucks onsite.

For more informa-
tion, visit tradexpos.
com.

Northwest Ag Expo
◄ AG EXPO from A1

Woman charged with felony 
assault by strangulation
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

A woman from 
Hope made her first 
appearance Friday in 
Steele County District 
Court, where she’s been 
charged with felony 
domestic assault by 
strangulation.

Jolie Colleen Phelps, 
53, also faces two counts 
of misdemeanor do-
mestic assault. She was 
conditionally released 
from custody without 

bond and is due back in 
court July 21.

The charges stem 
from an incident the 
morning of July 7 at 
a residence in Hope. 
Deputies responded 
to a nearby home to 
find the female victim 
“physically shaking and 
crying.”

The woman told 
officers she and Phelps 
had gotten into an 
argument, and when 
the victim tried to leave, 
Phelps blocked her path 
and took her car keys 
away.

According to the 
criminal complaint, 
Phelps grabbed the 
woman from behind 
in an attempt to tackle 
her, then used a “choke 

hold,” wrapping her 
arm around the victim’s 
neck from behind. 
The woman said she 
“hooked” Phelps’s leg 
and pulled her to the 
ground, where the 
struggle continued.

The alleged victim 
was able to get away 
and went to the neigh-
bor’s property to call 
law enforcement.

The report says the 
woman’s neck was red, 
and she had several 
scratches on her throat/
collar bone, “resem-
bling that of being 
choked or ‘strangled’ 
recently.” The deputy 
also noted multiple 
scratches on the inside 
of the victim’s upper 
arms, “consistent with 

being grabbed from 
behind.”

Phelps had no visible 
injuries, the complaint 
says, and told officers 
that the other woman 
made all the marks on 
herself.

If Phelps is convicted, 
the felony count carries 
a maximum penalty of 
three years in prison, a 
$5,000 fine, or both. The 
misdemeanors are both 
punishable by up to 90 
days in jail, a $1,000 
fine, or both.

Lions help at Gopher 50Man sentenced 
after tasing at 
local business

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

A Prior Lake man 
who was tased, then 
arrested, at an Owaton-
na business last month 
has been sentenced to 
90 days in jail.

Norman Alexander 
Zink, 31, was initially 
charged with one count 
of gross misdemeanor 
obstructing the legal 
process. He pleaded 
guilty last week to a 
misdemeanor level of 
the same charge.

Zink was given cred-
it for 21 days already 
served; the remaining 
69 days were stayed, 
and he was placed on 
probation for a year.

The incident began 
about 2 p.m. June 22, 
when Owatonna Police 
officers were speaking 
with someone in a 
business parking lot. 
The man they were 
speaking to saw Zink 
walk into the store, 
and told the officers 
Zink had warrants for 
his arrest.

The officers 
confirmed multiple 
warrants for Zink, the 
criminal complaint 
said, and went inside 
the business to find 
him. They spotted him 
in the jewelry section 
and told him he was 
under arrest.

According to the 
complaint, Zink “imme-
diately attempted to run 
away,” and when the 
officers grabbed him by 
the arms, Zink pressed 
himself against an 
endcap display. He al-
legedly ignored multiple 
commands to comply, 
pulled his arms close to 
his body and refused to 
go to the floor.

Zink then began 
hitting his head on the 
display.

One of the offi-
cers spotted a knife 
attached to Zink’s 
pocket. After he was 
warned three times 
that he’d be tased if he 
didn’t follow orders, 
the report said, he was 
tased in the back and 
in his thigh.

Once Zink was 
handcuffed, he 
slammed his head onto 
the floor, causing his 
forehead to bleed. An 
ambulance was called 
to take Zink to the hos-
pital for evaluation.

About an hour later, 
he was released from 
care, but told hospital 
staff they would have 
to force him to leave. 
He also told officers he 
wouldn’t go to jail.

Hospital staff assist-
ed an officer with plac-
ing Zink in handcuffs; 
hospital security and 
nurses then picked up 
Zink and put him in the 
back of the squad car.

A review of his 
criminal history 
reflects multiple 
convictions since 
2009, including theft, 
burglary, felony as-
sault and felony drug 
charges. He’s served 
prison time in at least 
five cases.

STAFF PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Members from the 
Blooming Prairie 
Lions Club assist at 
Deer Creek Speedway 
in Spring Valley for 
the Gopher 50. Top: 
Dave Goodnature, 
left, and Dean Zilm 
sell official t-shirts. 
Right: Ragen Madsen, 
4, of Blooming Prairie, 
serves a bratwurst 
customer during the 
races.

Norman Zink

Jolie Phelps

run. The crash left a 
Jeep in the front yard 
of a home and a woman 
with minor injuries.

When officers 
arrived, the woman 
appeared to have more 
significant injuries – 
including large bumps 
on her head, blood 
coming from her ear 
and a leg, and bruising 
on her shoulder and 
chest.

According to the 
criminal complaint, 
the victim told police 
Trevino had rammed 
her vehicle, pushing 
it into a yard. The 
woman then got out of 
the vehicle and start-
ed running down the 
street to get away from 
him, stopping to pound 
on the door of a home 
to get help.

That’s when Tre-
vino caught up to 
her, allegedly shoved 
her down, pulled her 
hair, and hit her. The 

complaint said Trevino 
had texted the victim 
earlier, accusing her of 
infidelity and threaten-
ing to kill her.

Residents in the area 
called police; several 
witnesses confirmed 
the woman’s account 
of the vehicle and foot 
chase.

One of the neigh-
bors caught part of the 
incident on his home 
surveillance system.

Police found Trevi-
no and the car he was 
driving at a home on 
22nd Street Southeast.

When an officer ap-
proached Trevino, he 
reportedly said he was 
out of breath “because 
I beat her ass, obvious-
ly… So you guys can 
arrest me right now.”

He said he struck 
the woman’s vehicle 
“to stop her,” the com-
plaint said, and when 
asked if he’d hit the vic-
tim with his fists, Tre-
vino responded, “yeah, 

with everything.”
As family members 

arrived at the scene, he 
allegedly repeated that 
he’d “beat her,” and 
threatened to assault 
the man he suspected 
she was seeing.

Trevino’s right hand 
was bleeding, and his 
knuckles were swollen.

The 90-day sen-
tence will be served 
concurrently with a 
second 90-day sen-
tence, the result of a 
second guilty plea. In 
that case, Trevino was 
charged with a misde-
meanor for violating 
a domestic assault-no 
contact order (DANCO) 
in June.

On June 16, he was 
stopped while driving 
a vehicle with a brake 
light out. According to 
the citation, the woman 
from the incident in 
November was in the 
vehicle with him, a 
violation of an active 
DANCO between them.

90 days for felony assault
◄ ASSAULT from A6
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Jeffrey Dusek, 72, Owatonna
Jeffrey G. Dusek, 

of Owatonna, died 
Friday, July 15, 
2022, at his resi-
dence, surrounded 
by family.

A Graveside ser-
vice is set for Satur-
day, July 23, 2022 at 
St. John Cemetery 
in Owatonna with 

Military Rites by the Steele County 
Funeral Unit. Friends may greet the 
family to celebrate Jeff’s life on Sat-
urday, July 23, 2022 at the Owatonna 
Eagles from 2–4 p.m.

Jeff was born May 17, 1950 to 
George and Ada (Coulter) Dusek in 
Owatonna. He grew up in Medford 
and graduated from Medford High 
School in 1968. He was drafted into 
the Marine Corps in 1969 and served 
in the Battalion Supply Company, sta-
tioned in Okinawa. He was honorably 
discharged in 1972.

Following his return from service, 
he began working at Owatonna Tool 
Company. He was united in marriage 
to Dee (Delores) Halverson on July 5, 

1969 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Owatonna.

Jeffrey continued to work at OTC, 
becoming a supervisor. His career 
continued for 30 years until his retire-
ment in 2001. He was a member of the 
Eagles Club and the American Legion. 
His hobbies included cars, hunting 
and fishing, and building hotrods.

Jeff is survived by son Jason (Lin-
da) Dusek of Faribault; grandchildren 
Alexia (Drew) Cody of Owatonna, 
Cole Dusek and Kylie Dusek, both of 
Faribault; great-grandchildren Hold-
en and Bennett Cody; sister Jackie 
Butler; brothers James Dusek and Joe 
(Lisa) Dusek.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Dee in 2016, daughters Jamie 
and Gina, grandson Devin and grand-
daughters Mercedes and Kayla.

For more information or to leave 
a condolence message go to www.
megercares.com.

Jeffrey Dusek

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

Area students 
recognized for 

academic honors
University  
of Sioux Falls

The University of 
Sioux Falls congrat-
ulates more than 600 
students who made 
the Spring 2022 Dean’s 
List.

Among the stu-
dents from Steele 
County include: Kiara 
James-Thomas of Med-
ford, criminal justice, 
Audrey Franklin of 
Owatonna, social work 
and Ali Roushar of 
Owatonna, psychology 
and criminal justice.

To qualify, students 
must earn a GPA of 
3.5 or greater on a 4.0 
scale.

UW- Superior
A pair of students 

from Owatonna have 
been named to the 
Dean’s List for aca-
demic achievement 
during the Spring 
2022 Semester at the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior.

They are Jamie 
Davison and Emma 
Zinsli.

To be named to the 
Dean’s List, students 
must have completed 
12 degree-seeking 
semester credits and 
achieved at least a 3.5 
GPA.

Iowa State  
University

Iowa State Uni-
versity in Ames has 
announced its Spring 
2022 Dean’s List.

Included on the list 
are several students 
from Owatonna: Lau-
ren M. Betti, elemen-
tary education; Adrien 
Breuer, apparel, mer-
chandising and design; 
Hunter A. Martin, ag-
ricultural engineering; 
Baily Elizabeth Mason, 
kinesiology and health; 
Nicole M. Skalicky, me-
teorology and Morgan 
Paige Welker, finance.

About 9,500 students 
were named to the list. 
Students must have 
earned a GPA of at 
least 3.5 while carry-
ing a minimum of 12 
credit hours.

Concordia  
College- Moorhead

Taylor Savoie of 
Owatonna and Marie 
Otterson of Blooming 
Prairie have been 
named to the second 
semester Dean’s Honor 
List at Concordia Col-
lege at Moorhead.

To qualify for this 
designation, students 
must carry a mini-
mum of 12 semester 
credits and have a GPA 
of at least 3.7.

University of  
Wisconsin-Madison

Seven students 
from Owatonna are 
among students from 

the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List.

They include: Julia 
Dallenbach, School 
of Nursing, Dean’s 
Honor List; Emma 
Loveless, College of 
Engineering, Dean’s 
Honor List; Lucy 
Macius, School of 
Education, Dean’s 
List; Nic Pilcher, 
College of Letters and 
Science, Dean’s List; 
Daniel Schoeneman, 
College of Engineer-
ing, Dean’s Honor 
List; Nora Thompson, 
School of Education, 
Dean’s List and Cassie 
Trout, School of Hu-
man Ecology, Dean’s 
Honor List.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List, students 
must complete a 
minimum of 12 credits. 
Each college sets its 
own GPA require-
ments.

North Dakota State 
University

Area students 
were among the 3,330 
students from North 
Dakota State Univer-
sity who were placed 
on the Spring 2022 
Dean’s List.

They include: 
Blooming Prairie: 
Vanessa Louks ma-
joring in biological 
sciences and Owaton-
na: Patricia C. Bieg-
ert, exercise science; 
Dawson D. Ringhofer, 
exercise science and 
Tatum Walkingstick, 
psychology.

A student must earn 
a 3.5 GPA or higher 
and be enrolled in at 
least nine class credits 
to qualify for the list.

MSU Moorhead
A trio of students 

from Owatonna has 
been named to the 
Dean’s List at the 
Minnesota State Uni-
versity Moorhead for 
Spring 2022.

They are Sarah 
Kingland, elementary 
inclusive education; 
Liam Miller, exercise 
science and criminal 
justice and Sydney 
Nelson, English and 
psychology.

Students must 
maintain a 3.25 or 
higher GPA and carry 
12 credits to qualify.

South Dakota State
Many students from 

Owatonna have been 
named to the Dean’s 
List for Spring 2022 
at South Dakota State 
University in Brook-
ings.

They include: 
Parker Aase, College 
of Agriculture, Food 
and Environmental 
Sciences; Zachary 
Barrett, Jacob Pfeifer, 
John Pfeifer and Scott 
Kingland, College of 
Engineering and Grif-
fin Korbel and Zach-
ary Liebl and Grace 

Thompson, College of 
Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences.

University of Wis-
consin- River Falls

The University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls 
has named 1,549 stu-
dents to the Dean’s List 
for Spring 2022.

Among them are 
Emily Kubicek of 
Blooming Prairie, 
exploratory; Kayley 
Camerer of Ellendale, 
health and human 
performance; Brianna 
O’Connor of Medford, 
comm sciences and dis-
orders; Bailey Keck of 
Owatonna, agricultural 
business; Savana Slet-
ten of Owatonna, ani-
mal science and Alexa 
Sommers of Owatonna, 
animal science.

To be named to the 
Dean’s List, students 
must earn a GPA of at 
least 3.5.

University of  
Wisconsin- Stout

Three students from 
Steele County have 
been named to the 
Dean’s List for spring 
2022 at the University 
of Wisconsin- Stout in 
Menomonie.

They are Anna Her-
zog of Owatonna, junior 
majoring in applied 
science; Reese Millam 
of Blooming Prairie, 
senior majoring in stu-
dio art and Zach Weber 
of Blooming Prairie, 
junior majoring in 
packaging.

University of  
Wisconsin-LaCrosse

Area students have 
been named to the 
Dean’s List at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse for the spring 
semester of the 2021-22 
academic year, ending 
May 2022.

Qualification for the 
Dean’s List is limited 
to students who have 
attained outstanding 
academic achievement. 
To be eligible, students 
must have earned not 
less than a 3.5 semester 
grade point average and 
carried a minimum of 
12 credits.

Students on the 
Dean’s List from Owa-
tonna include: Cora 
Barrett, Information 
Systems Major; Annika 
Brown, Exercise and 
Sport Science Major: 
Exercise Science – 
Pre-professional Track; 
Kaia Elstad, Exercise 
and Sport Science Ma-
jor: Exercise Science – 
Pre-professional Track; 
Molly Hawkins, Span-
ish Education Major 
(Early Childhood – Ad-
olescence); Benjamin 
Johnson, Exercise and 
Sport Science Major: 
Exercise Science – 
Pre-professional Track; 
Lexi Ringhofer, Biology 
Major: Biomedical 
Science Concentration; 
Evan Steiger, Biology 

Aaron Kasperek, 42, Blooming Prairie
Aaron Steven 

Kasperek, age 42, of 
Blooming Prairie, 
passed away Thurs-
day, July 14, 2022, at 
his home in Bloom-
ing Prairie.

Aaron was born 
Aug. 3, 1979, to 
Pearl James and 
Linda Kasperek 

in Minneapolis. He attended school 
in Richfield, and at John F. Kennedy 
High School in Bloomington.

Aaron worked in restaurants as 
a sous-chef at colleges including 
Hamline University in St. Paul and at 
airports. He also worked in security 
at the U.S. Bank Stadium and even got 
to work the Super Bowl.

In 2018, Aaron moved to Blooming 
Prairie. During his time there he held 
various jobs including, as a custodian 
at First Lutheran Church, Tandem, 
and then lastly at Fleet Farm in Owa-
tonna.

Aaron loved watching all kinds of 
movies, such as classic and horror 

picture movies. He also enjoyed going 
on nature walks and reading. Aaron 
was a shy and quiet man, earning him 
the nickname mouse, but along with 
that came a loving heart.

Survivors include his mother, 
Linda Kasperek of Blooming Prairie; 
brother, Andrew (Anna McIntosh) 
Kaperek of Blooming Prairie; nieces 
and nephews, Carly McIntosh, Haley 
McIntosh, Shelby Kasperek, and Emi-
ly Kasperek.

He was preceded in death by his 
father, Pearl James.

A celebration of life will be held at 
a later date.

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral 
Home in Blooming Prairie is assisting 
the family with arrangements. Condo-
lences may be expressed to the family 
online at www.worlein.com.

Aaron Kasperek

FUNERAL HOMES
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

AUSTIN

Hope Sjodin, 83, Elko-New Market
Hope Laurene 

(Hochstetler) Sjodin, 
age 83, passed away 
on Monday, July 11, 
2022, at home with 
her loving family 
watching over her.

Hope L. Hoch-
stetler was born 
on Aug. 28, 1938, in 
Luck, Wis. to Harry 

and Mable Hochstetler.
Her family of 11 moved to South 

St. Paul when she was in fifth grade, 
where she grew up and eventually 
graduated from high school.

One fateful evening, while out 
dancing with her sister in the small 
western Wisconsin town of West 
Sweden, she met a handsome young 
man named Merlyn. Unable to resist 
his charm, they began dating. Soon, 
she married Merlyn Leroy Sjodin 
in Northwood, Iowa on Jan. 31, 1959. 
They made their home in Inver 
Grove Heights, Minn. and had three 
Children. During those years, Hope 
worked for the IRS in St. Paul as a 
typist.

In 1969 Merlyn could no longer 
ignore his love of country life so they 
moved to a dairy farm in Grantsburg, 
Wis. In addition to raising three kids, 
Hope worked on the farm and worked 
sewing couch and chair cushions for 
Northern Manufacturing helping 
support the family.

In 1999, after the kids had relocat-
ed to southern Minnesota, Hope and 
Merlyn packed up and headed out for 
a new life closer to their children and 
grandchildren. They moved to Farib-
ault, where Hope worked at Norwest 
Bank and later The State Bank of 
Faribault in data entry.

Although she was the only one who 
handled the commercial accounts, 
she was much more known for the 
amazing caramel rolls she brought to 
every special occasion.

Hope and Merlyn, after retiring, 
moved in with their daughter Laurie 
and her husband Rick and helped out 

for a short time. In 2010, they moved 
to the Market Village Apartments 
in Elko/New Market. They enjoyed 
living there over the next several 
years, meeting many great friends. In 
2016, Rick and Laurie would return 
the favor by moving in with them, 
becoming their care givers right up to 
present day.

Hope had several very special 
talents including knitting, crocheting 
and quilt making. Many of the family 
members cherish the handmade 
treasures she created. She was always 
staying busy with something. She 
loved crossword, word find and jigsaw 
puzzles. She was also a great cook, 
although getting a recipe was not easy 
as she just added ingredients until 
it tasted good. Her taco dip, caramel 
rolls and rice pudding were, must 
bring items to all family events. She 
also had a beautiful singing voice. 
We got to hear her hum and sing 
gospel and country western songs as 
she cooked, baked and did mundane 
chores around the house. Her kind-
ness and love permeated everywhere 
she went, and her sense of humor was 
great. Hope’s smile would light up a 
room and she will be missed by many.

Hope is survived by children: 
Annette (Dale) Motl, Blooming 
Prairie; Laurie (Rick) Ernste, Elko/
New Market and Ralph (Jody) Sjodin, 
Owatonna; five grandchildren; six 
great grandchildren; nine step grand-
children; 14 step great grandchildren; 
brother Dennis (Ruth) Hochstetler and 
many precious nieces and nephews.

Hope was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband Merlyn Sjodin; 
sisters: Delores Williams, Elaine 
Gonzales, Pat Hermensen, Annette 
Hochstetler, Mary Reynolds; brothers: 
Carl Hochstetler and Roy Hochstetler.

A Memorial Service will be held 
on Sunday, July 24, 2022 at Christian 
Family Church,

2300 Heritage Place N.W., Owa-
tonna. Visitation will be at 1 p.m. 
followed by a service at 2 p.m. with 
lunch afterwards.

Hope Sjodin

Lorraine M. Grass, 97, Owatonna
Lorraine Grass, 

lifelong resident 
of Owatonna, died 
Friday, July 15, 2022 
at Ecumen Brooks 
in Owatonna.

Mass of Christian 
Burial is set for 
Thursday, July 21, 
2022 at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Joseph Catholic 

Church in Owatonna. Friends may 
greet the family one hour prior to 
the mass at the church. The Catholic 
Daughters will recite a rosary start-
ing at 10:10 a.m. at the church. Burial 
will follow at Sacred Heart Cemetery 
in Owatonna.

Lorraine was born Oct. 30, 1924 
in Owatonna, the daughter of Chris-
tian and Martha M. (Fisher) Grass. 
Lorraine graduated from Owatonna 
High School in 1942. After high school, 

Lorraine worked at Yellowstone 
National Park for one summer. She 
worked in the kitchen at the Owatonna 
Hospital for a short time, then started 
her career with Federated Insurance 
that lasted 44 years until her retire-
ment in 1989.

She was a life member of the Cath-
olic Daughters of America and a mem-
ber of St. Joseph Church. Her hobbies 
included gardening, bird watching, 
spending time outdoors, and fishing.

Lorraine is survived by a sister-
in-law Virginia Grass of Medford, 
cousins and nieces and nephews.

For more information or to leave 
a condolence message go to www.
megercares.com.

Lorraine Grass

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME
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Library events help 
you learn and create

Are you ready to 
learn some new skills 
or create something 
new? Well, there are 
two events coming up 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library for you 
to experience.

Mark your calendars 
for Wednesday, August 
24, when the Northern 
Clay Center from Min-
neapolis will present 
two sessions of their 
Clay To Go Workshop. 
This is for all ages, ele-
mentary school to adult. 
You will be introduced 
to hand-building and 

decorating your own 
project in clay.

The sessions are two 
hours in length and 
will be held from 1-3 
p.m. and 4-6 p.m. There 
is a maximum of 25 for 
each group, so call us 
at the library (507-583-
7750) to get signed up. 
This program is funded 
by a Library Legacy 
grant from the state of 
Minnesota.

As we explore our 
Oceans of Possibilities 
this summer, we have 
spent time learning 
about seashells. Did 
you know that there 
are over 70,000 species 
of shell dwellers? Or 
that the shell is a hard, 
protective outer layer 
usually created by an 
animal inside?

We have identified 
some of the shells 
and have them in 
our display case. The 
display includes two 
hand-carved boats 
similar to those used in 
Polynesia, courtesy of 
John Gibson. Several 
kind patrons brought 
seashells in for us to 
use this summer.

We have created 
fish, mermaid wands, 
bracelets, and diora-
mas with our shells. 
But we still have 
hundreds of seashells 
left! Those age 6 and up 
can join us on Thurs-
day, August 11 at 1 p.m. 
and get creative with 
seashells.

Come see us at the 
library and bring your 
imaginations with you!

Major: Molecular Ge-
netics and Cell Biology 
Concentration; Ahnna 
Stelter, Biology Major: 
Biomedical Science 
Concentration; Ben 
Stelter, Biochemistry 
Major with American 
Society for Biochemistry 
& Molecular Biology 
(ASBMB) Certification

St. Cloud State  
University

These local students 
are among more than 
1,062 on St. Cloud State 
University’s 2022 spring 
semester dean’s list:

Medford – Grace 
Wolfe, College of Science 
and Engineering, Bio-
medical Sciences, BS 
Owatonna – Joshua Belt-
ing, College of Science 

and Engineering, Me-
chanical Engineering, 
BSME; Jace Hendricks, 
College of Science and 
Engineering, Cybersecu-
rity, BS; Easton Sletten, 
College of Science and 
Engineering, Mechani-
cal Engineering, BSME.

To be eligible for the 
honor, students must 
have a grade point aver-
age of 3.75 or higher on 
a 4.0 scale.

Hamline University
The following local 

students were named to 
Hamline University’s 
College of Liberal Arts 
Spring 2022 Dean’s List: 
Jalisa Mathews Schmidt 
and Krystal Stearns of 
Owatonna, and Ryan Her-
manstorfer of Medford.

To qualify, students 

must earn a GPA of 3.5 
or higher and complete 
a minimum of 16 credit 
hours. In the Spring 
2022 term, students 
were required to have 
completed a minimum 
of 12 credits graded 
on the standard let-
ter-grade scale for the 
term.

Southern New Hamp-
shire University

Several students 
from Owatonna have 
been named to the 
Winter 2022 President’s 
List at Southern New 
Hampshire University.

They are Aman-
da Seha, Lindsey 
Schwartz, Trent 
Cottingham and Caleb 
Whalen.

Students must earn 
a minimum GPA of 3.7 
and above and maintain 
12 credits.

Minnesota State 
Mankato

The following 
students are on the Ac-
ademic High Honor and 
Honor lists for the past 
spring semester at Min-
nesota State University, 
Mankato:

Blooming Prairie- 
Ethan Arett, Anna 
Kittelson, Ava Kyllo, 
Lauren Louks, and 
Taylor Wurst, Honor 
List; Brianna Hensrud, 
Alexandra Louks, High 
Honor List

Ellendale-Caitlyn 
Nelson, Honor List  
Medford-Taylore Kep-
pers, Katya Krueger, 
Mackenzie Paulson, 
and Madison Schletty, 
Honor List  
Owatonna-Omar 
Ahmed, Marcus An-
drist, Madelin Bruessel, 
Gabrielle Guimond, 
Faith Hanson, Kathryn 
Ihrke, Blaine Johnson, 
Dalton Kraay, Cas-
sandra Larson, Hailee 
Olson, Jade Peterson, 
Michael Reider, Keezia 
Rud, Bailey Sanford, 
Brett Solie, Blake Som-

mers, Nicholas Steel, 
Samantha Troutman, 
and Dallas Wetzel, 
Honor List 

Lucas Dittmer, Laura 
Gebur, Izzy Leonard, 
Ilhan Omar, Chloe 
Schmidt, and Anna 
Zwach, High Honor List

A total of 971 stu-
dents qualified for the 
High Honor List by 
achieving a 4.0 straight 
“A” average, while 2,363 
students earned a 3.5 to 
3.99 average to qualify 
for the Honor List.

University of  
Nebraska

India Elizabeth Enter 
of Medford has been 
named to the Deans’ 
List at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln for 
the spring semester of 
the 2021-22 academic 
year. Enter, a senior 
majoring in music, was 
named to the Dean’s 
List for the Hixson-Lied 
College of Fine and 
Performing Arts.

UW-Eau Claire
Several local stu-

dents have been named 
to the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
spring 2022 Dean’s List:  
Blooming Prairie-Jil-
lian Wigham, College 
of Education & Human 
Sciences  
Ellendale-Lawren 
Deml, College of Arts 
and Sciences  
Owatonna-Lauren 
Borgerding, College 
of Nursing and Health 
Sciences, and Al Moran, 
College of Nursing and 
Health Sciences

St. Mary’s University
These Owatonna 

residents were named 
to the Dean’s List at 
Saint Mary’s Univer-
sity, earning a grade 
point average of 3.60 
or better on a 4.0 scale: 
Zachariah Lenz, Maggie 
Newhouse, daughter of 
Deena Newhouse, and 
Gabriel Rysavy, son of 
Peggy Rysavy.

Gustavus Adolphus
These local students 

have been named to the 
Dean’s List at Gustavus 

Adolphus College:
· Blooming Prairie – 

Payton Simon
· Owatonna- Kjerstin 

Anderson, Evan Hack-
erson, Nicholas Hagen, 
Bryce Knutson, Frija 
Reinert, Brandon Sisler, 
Brianna Sisler, Spencer 
Steckelberg, and Tyler 
Stursa

The list includes stu-
dents who have earned 
a 3.7 grade point aver-
age (based on a scale in 
which 4.0 = A) or higher 
for the semester ending 
in May 2022.

University of North 
Dakota

Kendra Euler of 
Owatonna was named 
to both the University 
of North Dakota Dean’s 
List and President’s 
Roll of Honor for Spring 
Semester 2022.

The Dean’s List com-
prises students whose 
grade point averages 
are in the top 15 percent 
of the enrollment. To 
qualify for the Presi-
dent’s Roll of Honor, 
a student must have 
an overall cumulative 
grade point average of 
3.80 or higher.

Students graduate 
from various 

colleges
UMN Crookston

The University of 
Minnesota Crookston 
recently announced 
that Brandon Rohwer of 
Owatonna is among the 
spring graduates.

Rohwer achieved a 
bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural business.

Iowa State University
Five students from 

Owatonna have grad-
uated from Iowa State 
University in Ames.

They include: Lau-
ren Betti, bachelor of 
science in elementary 
education, Magna Cum 
Laude; Jade Huseby, 
bachelor of science 
in psychology and 
speech communication, 
Magna Cum Laude; 
Emily Prohaski, bach-

elor of science in event 
management; Taylor 
Szymanski, bachelor of 
arts in advertising and 
Morgan Welker, bache-
lor of science in finance, 
Magna Cum Laude.

More than 4,700 stu-
dents received degrees 
from Iowa State May 
12-14.

North Dakota State 
University

Students from 
around the area have 
graduated from North 
Dakota State University.

They include: Elias 
Ramirez Lazaro of Hol-
landale, architecture 
and Abby Lynn Miller 
of Austin, nursing.

NDSU awarded 1,656 
degrees.

Wartburg College
Wartburg College 

awarded diplomas to 
253 students during 
Spring Commence-
ment on Sunday, May 
29. Those graduating 
included:

· Jenna McMains, of 
Owatonna, Magna Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor 
of Music Education in 
Music Education and 
music therapy.

· Audrey Revier, of 
Owatonna, Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Biology and sociol-
ogy.

Drake University
Sydney Sampson of 

Owatonna graduated 
from Drake University 
in Des Moines, Iowa at 
the end of the spring 
2022 semester, with a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Business Admin-
istration/Marketing.

Alexandria Technical  
& Community  
College

Pal Tiangping of 
Medford graduated 
from Alexandria Tech-
nical & Community 
College in Summer 2021 
with a Law Enforce-
ment Skills Certificate. 
The commencement 
ceremony was held May 
11 at the Runestone 
Community Center in 
Alexandria.

COMMUNITY

BOOK NOOK

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

SAT. AUGUST 6
U.S. BANK STADIUM

 

507-455-1180
unitedwaysteelecounty.org

Mix together first 5 ingredients. Pat half of 
mixture into bottom of 9x13 inch pan. Slice 
ice cream into 1 inch slices and place on top 
of bottom crust. Smooth the seams of the 
ice cream together. Top with remaining corn 
flake mixture. Cover and freeze. Serve with 
raspberries or strawberries and whipped 
cream, if desired. 

ICE CREAM 
DESSERT

3 c. crushed corn flakes
3/4 c. coconut
1 c. chopped nuts
1/2 c. butter, melted
1 c. brown sugar
1/2 gallon vanilla ice cream (box works best)

Basic 
Cupcake

Make a batch of 24 cupcakes in just 40 minutes with this basic 
recipe. Ideal for bake sales, school fetes, kids’ parties, and more. 
1 cup unsalted butter, softened      1 cup sugar           
1 cup self-rising flour                      4 medium eggs
4 tbs. milk                                        Pinch of salt
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375F, Line two muffin tins with 12 
cupcake liners or bake in batches of 12 using one muffin 
tin. Start by creaming butter and sugar together in a bowl 
using a wooden spoon or electric whisk. Beat until soft and 
fluffy. Then add the flour, eggs, milk, and salt and whisk 
until the mixture is smooth. Use an ice-cream scoop, or 
spoon, to divide the mixture between all the liners.
Place both muffin tins in the oven and bake for 15 minutes, 
then swap over the position of the tins over and bake for a 
further 3-7 minutes, until both trays of cupcakes are a light 
golden color. Remove the tins from the oven. Leave the 
cupcakes to cool in the tins for a few minutes. Then 
transfer them to a wire rack to cool. Once completely 
cooled, the cupcakes can be decorated.

◄ COLLEGE from A13
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Worship & Faith
Distracted by many things

I love to watch my 
dog, Archie, play 
with his toys. 

He will grab a toy with 
his mouth and throw it 
wildly into the air – not 
knowing where it will 
land. When it does land, 
and he finds it, Archie 
will run over and grab 
it just to fling it again 
in whatever direction 
it flies from his mouth. 
However, if I throw 

another toy into the 
mix, Archie will stop 
what he’s doing so he 
can grab the next toy 
and play with that one 
instead. Once this game 
has started there is no 
stopping the fun.

But, what intrigues 
me is how quickly Archie 
can be distracted by a 
new toy and leave the old 
one behind. He can lose 
his focus in a matter of a 
second and be on to the 
next distraction without 
even a thought. It’s as if 
what he was doing is gone 
and the new action is all 
he can think about now.

I wish I could say that 
people are more focused 
than my dog, but what 
I’ve noticed is any shiny 
new object can grab our 
attention just as quickly 
as a new toy does to Ar-

chie. We can be distract-
ed by almost anything, 
including tasks we need 
to accomplish, and lose 
focus on what is most 
important in our lives.

In the Gospel of Luke 
chapter 10, Jesus is at 
his good friends Mar-
tha and Mary’s house 
for dinner, and he has 
to help Martha stay 
focused on what was 
most important – him-
self and the message he 
has to share with them. 
Martha is so busy trying 
to host Jesus that she 
barley has time to be 
with Jesus. She is so fo-
cused on her work, and 
all that has to be done, 
that she does not have 
time listen to what Jesus 
is saying. “But Martha 
was distracted by her 
many tasks; so she came 

to him and asked, ‘Lord, 
do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all 
the work myself? Tell her 
to help me.’” (Luke 10:40)

Mary is seated at 
Jesus feet listening to 
what he is saying while 
Martha is focused on her 
tasks. Normally, most 
of us would agree with 
Martha – she is doing 
all the work and in need 
of help from her sister, 
but in this instance her 
work is what is dis-
tracting her from the 
more important task 
of the day – being with 
Jesus. Jesus responds to 
Martha saying, “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried 
and distracted by many 
things; there is need of 
only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken 

away from her.” (Luke 10 
41b-42) Mary is focused 
on Jesus while Martha 
is focused herself and all 
that she is doing.

I recently returned 
from a youth trip to 
the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area in northern 
Minnesota where we took 
18 youth to experience 
God in creation. Out in 
the BWCA it was easy to 
focus on God, because 
most of my normal 
distractions were gone 
and all that was around 
me was beauty, and a 
bunch of hard working 
kids also experiencing 
God’s splendor. While in 
the Boundary Waters, 
I had time to focus on 
God through a canoe, 
portaging and camping 
– and what I realized 
was that it is easy for me 

to get distracted by the 
tasks I need to do instead 
of listening to what God 
is saying to me. On the 
youth trip, I experienced 
God in many different 
places: nature, scripture, 
new experiences, and 
young people. What I 
heard from God was rest 
in me, trust in me, follow 
me – stop getting distract-
ed by the world, and your 
tasks, and focus on me.

I would like to leave 
you with a reading we 
spent time listening to 
while in the wilderness 
last week, John 14:27. I 
spent a few hours in the 
woods, and a couple days 
since, thinking about 
this familiar text and I 
give it to you to ponder. 
Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you.
God’s peace be with you!

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28TH St., Owatonna
507-451-2819

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Pastor Clark Baldwin

Sundy School: 10:15 a.m.
office@auroralutheranchurch.

org

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

106 Third St. SE, Geneva
507-256-4288

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Every 3rd Saturday at 5 p.m.
communitylutherangene-

vamn@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN- AFLC
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale

507-684-2451
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Call to Prayer Monday 7 p.m.
Bible Study  

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.
Confirmation  

Wednesday 6-7 p.m.
Youth Group  

Wednesday 7-9 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study  

Saturday 8 a.m.
firstlutheranellendale@

yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

434 First St. SW,  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-6621

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
LCMC

8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope
507-451-3854

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and  
Adult Ed 10:15 a.m.

flchopemn@gmail.com

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave NE, Owatonna
507-451-4125

Sunday Hymn Service  
8:30 a.m.

Sunday Praise Service, 
Sunday School & Bible  

Class 10 a.m.
info@gsowatonna.com

PONTOPPIDAN 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

9651 SW 75TH St., Ellendale
507-213-0281

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
pontoppidanlemond@ 

outlook.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
507-451-2720

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday Education Hour 10:15 

a.m.
redeemerowatonna@outlook.

com

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30456 Mower-Freeborn Rd., 
Austin

BP: 507-402-9333
Austin: 507-437-3000
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.roglutheran.org

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
507-528-2404

Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m. (2nd & 4th Sunday Holy 

Communion)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Advent 7 p.m. 
(with Holy Communion)

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
320-674-0351

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

www.saintjohnssargeant.
jimdo.com

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-7293

Sunday & Summer Worship 8 
a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

Thursday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
info@stjohnowatonna.com

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
507-567-2474

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Pastor Barbara Finley-Shea

FB - St. Michael's Youth 
Activities Waltham, MN

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

202 E Park Ave., Hollandale
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.motorcitychurch.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
507-451-2165

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

Sunday Worship -Sanctuary 
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m., 

Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m., Live 
Stream 9:30 a.m. at facebook.

com/tlcowatonna and 
tlcowatonna.org/worshiplive

Live broadcast 9:30 a.m. 
on KRUE 92.1 FM, Video 
on Spectrum (CH181) 

Metronet TV (Ch 900) and 
owatonnalive.com Tuesday 

at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 6 
p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.

www.tlcowatonna.org/

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

104 First St. SE, Hayfield
507-477-2248

Sunday Worship 8 a.m.  
& 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
www.trinityhayfield.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

108 Third Ave. SW, Medford
507-451-0447

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

57043 300th St., Waltham
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

1909 St. Paul Rd., Owatonna
507-451-4853

Sunday Worship 9:15 
a.m.- In-person service and 

livestreamed
www.oursaviorsowatonna.com

EMMANUEL 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN
750 Jeffery St., Owatonna

507-455-2729
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.emmanuel- 
wels-owatonna.com

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, 

Medford
507-451-4845

Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon & Fri

parishoffice@
stjosephowtonna.org

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St.,  

New Richland
507-234-6244

Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
www.stannjan.com

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna

507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 8:15a.m.
www.litomysl.webs.com

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St. Hayfield
507-477-2256
Rev. Bill Becker

Saturday Mass: 5p.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.org

SACRED HEART PARISH
810 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Mass Times: Daily Tuesday-

Friday at 7:15 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
12 p.m. (Spanish)

Reconciliation 4 p.m.  
Saturday

Adoration Thursdays 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

www.sacredheartowatonna.org

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC

114 E Main St. 
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.

org
columbanusbp@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S Elm Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4845

Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues.,  
Wed. & Fri.

Communion Service 8 a.m. 
Thursday

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m.
Adoration Chapel available 
Mon-Fri. 7 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

(Key fob required after hours 
or weekend)

www.stjosephowatonna.org

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

COVENANT
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday Connections:  

10:15 a.m.
www.

owatonnacovenantchurch.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
CHURCH

2300 Heritage Pl. NW, 
Owatonna

507-455-3205
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

www.cfchurches.org

VICTORY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

1380 Rice Lake St. E., Owatonna
507-451-8111

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
www.victorymn.org

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
507-363-3046

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

METHODIST
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of Medford 
on CR. 23)

507-835-8726
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

www.bloominggroveumc.org

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale
507-382-2483

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
www.ellendaleumc.org

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E University St. – Owatonna
507-451-4734

Sunday Traditional Worship 
(Pathways) 9 a.m.

www.owatonnaumc.org
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK
30 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2255
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

www.cedarcreekchurch.org

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW- 

Owatonna
507-456-4775

Sunday Worship:9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30-

7:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd every month
www.destinycc.org

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Rd., Owatonna

507-363-3099

Sunday Worship  
(English) 10 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship  
(Spanish) 2 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 
p.m.

Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 
Friday 7 p.m.

www.elevationnorth.
blogspot.com

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th St. NE, Owatonna

507-413-0209
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.
www.nbclife.org

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 2nd St., Geneva

507-438-5418
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE

13638 750th St. –  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7532

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Pray Meeting: 
7:30 p.m.

www.prairiemennonite.org

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER  

DAT SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

507-433-9042
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.churchofjesuschrist.org

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST
SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave NE, 

Owatonna
651-955-4032

Saturday Worship: 11 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
www.owatonnasdachurch.org

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
507-451-4596

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.ucc.org

PRESBYTERIAN
ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and United Church of Christ
800 Havana Rd., Owatonna

507-451-1546
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

(Fellowship, Sunday School and 
Adult Discussion follow service)

Wednesday Activities Sept-
May (see website for schedule)

wwwassociatedchurch.org
office@associatedchurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2631
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

www.
firstpresbyterianhayfield.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66

121 East St. N., Claremont
507-528-2320

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.faithstreet.com

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST

104 First Ave., Blooming Prairie
507-583-2673

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study: 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:30 p.m.
www.fbcbloomingprairie.org

GRACE BAPTIST– 
OWATONNA

65 26th St., Owatonna
507-451-3494

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 5 p.m.
Wednesday Adult  

Service 7 p.m.
Wednesday Youth  

Service 7 p.m.
gracebaptistministry.org

info@gracebaptistministry.
org

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave., Owatonna

507-451-8548
Sunday Worship:  

9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

FREE CHURCH
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL FREE
1500 18th St. SE, Owatonna

507-446-5850
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
www.cornerstoneowtonna.com

NORTHRIDGE  
CHURCH OF GOD

1650 7th Ave. NE, Owatonna
507-451-5467

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Prayer: 7-8 p.m.

www.churchnorthridge.com

BRIDGE OF HOPE
500 Dunnell Dr., Owatonna

507-215-2249
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Friday RU Recover pfm: 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

220 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
507-451-5319

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.
www.stpaulsowatonna.org

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Rev. 
Mike Walerius

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
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HERE’S MY CARD

STEELE COUNTY TIMES ADVERTISING SALES

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

Wyonne Priebe

507-456-4299 • wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

Contact us today and see  
what makes advertising in the  
Steele County Times a great  
fit for your advertising needs.

WyonneBusCard.indd   1WyonneBusCard.indd   1 3/10/22   5:17 PM3/10/22   5:17 PM

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

GRANITE & MONUMENTS

507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com

JOHN & BARB HEEREMA
1180 Frontage Rd E, Owatonna

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

ACCOUNTONG

AUCTION AUTOMOBILE AUTOMOBILE

AUTOMOBILE COLLISION CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE EXCAVATING FINANCIAL

GARBAGE SERVICE INSURANCE

325 N Cedar Owatonna, MN 55060 
service@helpingyouinsure.com

helpingyouinsure.com

Retired...or want to retire 
but health insurance 

is a concern?
We offer MNsure, 

Medicare plans, and more.

507.451.0539
ORTHODONTICS PETS PREPLANNING

SHOE REPAIRROOFING

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE

“HERE’S MY CARD”
section of the Steele County Times. 

CALL or EMAIL WYONNE PRIEBE
wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

507-456-4299

RP-AT190418_143310 (100%)
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

5098 SW 18th Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
www.piephoroofing.com Lic. #BC679096

Unparalleled Service

PIEPHO ROOFING,INC

Contact us for all of your roofing needs

James Piepho 507-451-1686

News • Sports • Obituaries
 Features • More!

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWS!
ANYWHERE- ANYTIME

WWW.STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Hometown news that  
makes a difference!

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
By Calling 507-583-4431

FOR RENT

1-bedroom apartments located in Blooming 
Prairie MN. $695 a month. $695 deposit 

due at lease signing. Monthly rent includes 
water, sewer, garbage, and heat. Tenant is 
responsible for electricity and any cable 

internet or phone desired. 1 assigned parking 
spot per unit. No animals and no smoking in 
the building. There is an elevator to 2nd floor, 

walk-in shower, community room, outside 
patio and onsite laundry. Call 507 521 0092.

Brayside Apartments
New Ownership/Management

Available August 2022

Shower Marian Simon 
with Cards & Letters 

thfor her 95  Birthday 
stJuly 31 .

nd
235 22  St. SE

Owatonna, MN 55060

Your Full-service Garden Center and Landscape Company
507-214-TREE

2449 E. Rose Street, Owatonna

www.tcnursery.com

 

 
 

3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA OR 2 MILES NORTH OF
HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28 • WATCH FOR SIGNS

www.hilltopgreenhouse.com • 507-889-3271

HOURS MON-FRI 9-5 | SAT 9-4 | SUN CLOSED

Greenhouse & Farm

VEGETABLES,  VEGETABLES,  
IN SEASON,  IN SEASON,  
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Check Facebook 
for listing

COURTESY: Becki Tindall, Steele County Master Gardener

JULY GARDENING TIPS
• Fertilize - Annuals may need fertilizing to extend 
their growing season into the fall. If plants appear 
heat stressed, wait until it’s cooler to fertilize.
• Flowers - Deadhead flowers for continual 
blooming throughout the summer. Pinch back 
leggy plants to promote growth.
• Alyssum and Lobelia - You can cut back these 
flowers halfway so they will continue to bloom all 
summer.

How does your garden grow?

The imbalance of power 
between these platforms 
and local newspapers 
– let alone any single 
local paper – is so vast 
that newspapers cannot 
negotiate the exploitation 
of news. But antitrust 
laws shield Google and 
Facebook from the possi-
bility of news publishers 
working together to 
demand better terms.

No company should 
have this much control 
over the news. Congress 
must take action to curb 
undue influence of Big 
Tech on the news media 

industry – and the Jour-
nalism Competition and 
Preservation Act (JCPA) 
aims to do just that.

The JCPA is specifi-
cally designed to address 
Google’s and Facebook’s 
anticompetitive prac-
tices. The proposed 
legislation would provide 
a temporary, limited 
antitrust safe harbor 
for small and local news 
publishers to collectively 
negotiate with Face-
book and Google for fair 
compensation for the 
use of their content. The 
policy also incentivizes 
and rewards publishers 

who invest in their jour-
nalists and newsroom 
personnel, awarding out-
lets with demonstrated 
investments in their staff 
a larger portion of the 
funds that result from 
the negotiations.

By addressing Goo-
gle’s and Facebook’s 
monopoly power and 
ensuring more subscrip-
tion and advertising dol-
lars flow back to publish-
ers, the JCPA not only 
protects and promotes 
quality news, but also 
encourages competition.

In today’s partisan 
political climate, it is 

rare for Democrats and 
Republicans to agree 
on anything – but the 
JCPA is one important 
exception. Members of 
Congress on both sides 
of the aisle agree: we 
need to pass the JCPA to 
ensure that publishers 
– especially small and 
local publishers – are 
treated fairly and can 
serve their communities.

Brett Wesner is the 
chair of the National 
Newspaper Associa-
tion and president of 
Wesner Publications 
in Cordell, Okla.

Big Tech is steamrolling America’s newspapers
◄ BIG TECH from A4
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Hometown Living

Classic Car Cruise every Thursday
from June 30th through August 11

shame has far-reaching 
symptoms

Question: My 
husband is 
highly sensi-

tive to criticism, and 
has to be “right” during 
our arguments. He 
blames it on his past, 
and claims to have been 
ridiculed by his parents 
and other students 
during his school years. 
He says that humilia-
tion and shame were 
common. What are the 
lasting effects of shame?

Answer: Shame 
first becomes evident 
when one is deeply 
“wounded” and hurt 
by important people 
during childhood and 
adolescence. The person 
is given clear messages 
by others of being in-
adequate, incompetent, 
defective, and unlov-
able. It profoundly af-
fects how a person feels 
about self and others. 
Shame causes strong 
doubts and can trigger a 
powerful inner sense of 
worthlessness and help-
lessness. It can create a 
sense of being a failure 
as a person and can stop 

the person from being 
who they really are.

Shame involves 
trauma that is aimed 
at them by significant 
people in their life such 
as parents, teachers, 
coaches, relatives, 
peers, and partners. 
Direct shame occurs 
when someone is treat-
ed like an object rather 
than a person. It can 
be caused by threaten-
ing looks and actions, 
name-calling and put-
downs, discipline that 
involves slapping or 
hitting, abandonment 
or rejection by people 
that are supposed to 
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Steele Talkin’
MARK SKRIEN

See CAR LOVERS on B2 ►

See RIBFEST on B3 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Faysal Hassan, 14, of Owatonna cruises down a path at Morehouse Park Saturday afternoon on one of more than a dozen Bird scooters parked at the corner of Bridge Street 
and Lemond Road. He gave the scooter high marks for speed and said, “It’s fun to ride.” The rentals arrived in Owatonna last week and are parked in locations throughout 
the community. Riders locate scooters and pay through a smartphone app; you can just leave the scooter at your destination. Rental is $1 plus 39 cents a mile, with a $3.50 
minimum, and a 10-cent city fee.

Hometown LivingHometown Living
WEdNESdaY, JULY 20, 2022WEdNESdaY, JULY 20, 2022

BIRD  BIRD  
SCOOTERS  SCOOTERS  

FLYINGFLYING

Police seek neighbors 
for night to unite

Join neighbors 
across Owatonna on 
Tuesday, Aug. 2 for 
the Annual Minnesota 
Night to Unite celebra-
tion, formally recog-
nized as National Night 
Out.

Residents are invited 
to be a part of this com-
munity and nation-wide 
event to celebrate 
“America’s Night to 
Unite Against Crime.”

Night to Unite, a 
program of the Minne-
sota Crime Prevention 
Association (MCPA), is 
designed to: (1) Height-
en crime and drug 
prevention awareness; 
(2) Generate support 
for, and participation 
in, local anticrime 
efforts; (3) Strengthen 
neighborhood spirit 
and police-community 
partnerships: and (4) 
Send a message to crim-
inals letting them know 
neighborhoods are 
organized and fighting 
back.

The Owatonna Police 
Department encourages 

citizens to participate 
in this great celebration 
of community, crime 
prevention, and strong 
police/community part-
nerships.

“A strong commu-
nity makes for a safe 
community,” said 
Pamela Roberts, coor-
dinator of the program. 
“Everything we do 
to strengthen the ties 
among neighbors of all 
ages, backgrounds and 
lifestyles makes our 
present and future that 
much brighter.”

Roberts added, 
“Celebrating Minneso-
ta Night to Unite with 
the Owatonna Police 
Department and your 
neighbors is a positive 
way to build and nur-
ture our community by 
starting quite literal-
ly, in your own front 
yard.”

For more informa-
tion and/or registra-
tion, please contact 
Roberts at 507-774-7200 
or at owatonna.gov/170/
Police.

Car lovers cruise into Gus’ Show
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

Gary Miller of Owa-
tonna has put less than 
1,000 miles on his 1964 

Corvette, and it shows.
The bright red 

vehicle sparkled in the 
sunlight during the 
Gus’ Station Car Show, 
held Saturday at the 

Steele County Histor-
ical Society on Austin 
Road. Miller said he 
spends a few hours 
polishing it up before 
local car shows.

“I go out in the 
garage and look at it a 
lot,” he said. “I drive to 
breakfast in the morn-
ing once in a while and 

See STEELE TALKIN’ on B2 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Steele County Historical Society board treasurer Jerry Garfield, who is also a volunteer tour guide  
at the Village of Yesteryear, manned the Gus’ Station table at Saturday’s car show. His “uniform” includes  
a Standard uniform shirt from eBay and his old Army hat, with a Standard sticker applied.  

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Owatonna resident Gary Miller bought his 1964 
Corvette as an investment and keeps it in excellent 
condition by rarely driving it. The car has less than 
1,000 miles on the odometer. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Award sponsor Lisa Ackerman of Ackerman 
Accounting hands off the Best Pickup award to 
Gene Hillesheim during Gus’ Station Car Show. SCHS 
director Kellen Henriksin is pictured center.

Ribfest sets ‘good goal’ for 11th fundraiser
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Giving back to the 
community has never 
been so easy — or 
delicious.

The Blooming 
Prairie Youth Club’s 
11th Annual Ribfest is 
set for July 30 at the BP 
Servicemen’s Club.

A public sampling 
of the rib competi-
tion will run from 4 
to 6 p.m. Cash prizes 
awarded will recog-
nize the best ribs, best 
sauce, best mystery 

meat, and people’s 
choice. Hormel Foods 
will provide pork ribs 
and a mystery meat 
for each of the teams, 
“so everybody starts 
with the exact same 
product,” said Rhonda 
Toquam.

She’s the treasurer 
of the club, part of what 
she called “a fairly new 
board”.

“We’re setting what 
I think are some pretty 
ambitious goals to 
take the club to the 
next level,” Toquam 
said, including facility 

improvements and ex-
panded programming.

This year’s goal is 
$50,000, which will go a 
long way toward doing 
just that.

“We work hard to 
be self-sufficient,” she 
said, but it’s become 
obvious that the roof 
needs to be replaced. 
In addition, the club 
broke ground in May 
for a new 50-by-55-
foot playground. An 
accessible, all-ability 
playground set is wait-
ing to be installed and 
will be cushioned by a 

safe rubber mulch for 
extra padding.

Other improve-
ments include a 
better drainage system 
around the building 
and new landscaping, 
as well as some touch-
ups indoors.

Toquam said the 
board thinks it’s 
important for people 
“to know what our 
needs are. It’s good to 
be transparent with 
how you’ve improved 
the facility and the 
programs.”
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Loken Excavation & Drainage 
your DRAINAGE PROJECT partner

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products • Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects • Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

550077--445511--22887733

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

256•4712
Geneva, MN24 hour service for all your

plumbing & heating needs

We’ll treat your home as
if it were our own.

RegisteredShowroom

• Quality plumbing & heating products for your remodeling 
 or new home construction.
• Serving our area for over 40 years. 
• We’ll treat your home as if it were our own.

256-4712
Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

to Kwik Trip.”
Miller said the origi-

nal owners “apparently 
bought it for speed,” 
because the vehicle 
has the biggest engine 
available and no power 
accessories or anything 
that would drag it down. 
The car is in pristine 
shape; he typically 
addresses a small issue 
each year “just due to 
age.”

“I had two Corvettes 
when I was younger, 
and I said when my 
kids were all out of the 
house, I was going to 
get another Corvette,” 
he said. “I really, really 
like it, but it’s an invest-

ment. As long as it’s in 
this condition, it’ll nev-
er go down in price.”

Blooming Prairie 
native Dale Jacobson 
brought two restored 
vehicles to the show.

One replicates the 
1966 GT350 Mustang, 
a high-performance 
version of the Ford 
Mustang built by 
Shelby-American. The 
vehicles that typically 
cross the auction block 
for upwards of $200,000.

After finding a 
rust-free body years 
ago, Jacobson started 
collecting parts to com-
plete a very “faithful, 
accurate” recreation.

“I’ve had actual 

GTE350 owners look at 
it and say, if it weren’t 
for the fact that the seri-
al number was six digits 
higher than the last one 
they made, we’d swear it 
was real,” he said.

Jacobson traces 
his appreciation for 
the vehicle back to his 
childhood and a copy 
of “Sports Cars of the 
World” received from 
his uncle. He thought 
the Shelby Mustang was 
cool.

“It just stuck with 
me all these years, so I 
finally got one,” he said.

Jacobson ordered his 
second restored vehicle, 
a 1977 Pinto Cruising 
Wagon, new in 1976; 
it arrived in March of 
1977.

“We drove it for the 
first few years as our 
everyday car,” he said.

That lasted until the 
1980s, when everything 

“70s” became uncool. 
Finally, his wife, Barba-
ra, refused to be seen in 
it. The couple now lives 
in Owatonna.

“She told me to sell 
it, get some money out 
of it, do something with 
it,” he said. “I just had 
a feeling about this car, 
so I said no… One of our 
first arguments.”

Instead, Jacobson 
put the car up on blocks, 
with the seats and other 
less sturdy elements 
carefully preserved in 
heavy plastic so mice 
couldn’t get to them. 
After collecting parts 
for many years, he com-
pleted the total “nut and 
bolt” restoration.

Vehicles lined the 

parking lot behind the 
Steele County Histo-
ry Center, with a few 
spilling out onto the 
street. Gus’ Station Car 
Show, in its eighth year, 
typically draws over 100 
entries.

The event celebrates 
the history of an iconic 
Ellendale gas sta-
tion built in 1931 and 
closed 50 years later. A 
community fund drive 
raised enough to move 
the building to the 
Steele County Histori-
cal Society’s Village of 
Yesteryear in 2012.

Community plots take gardeners back to childhood days
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

Barry Crotty got 
his first plot in the 
Community Garden at 
Riverland Community 
College six or seven 
years ago.

“I’ve gardened all my 
life, I started as a kid,” 
the Owatonna resident 
said.

Friends introduced 
him to the space on Al-
exander Drive, created 
in 2011 as a partnership 
between Riverland and 
the Steele County Mas-
ter Gardener program. 
City Parks and Recre-
ation staff till plots in 
the spring and keep the 
grass trimmed.

Master Gardeners 
held a July 11 open 
house to show off the 21 
plots and raised beds 

that allow those who 
can’t work on hands 

and knees to enjoy the 
experience as well.

Lorrie Rugg. Steele 
and Rice County Mas-
ter Gardener coordi-
nator, said the gardens 
started out with 27 
plots, but pulled back 
a bit as some were in 
an area that is always 
wet. The Community 
Garden is popular; she 
had a waiting list this 
year but found a spot 
for everyone.

A grant from the 
Owatonna Foundation 
helped with the pur-
chase of a garden shed, 
lawn mower, and weed 
whip, and a SHIP (State-
wide Health Improve-
ment Partnership) grant 
funded the raised beds. 
Master Gardeners hope 
to add more of those.

Most gardeners—in-
cluding Crotty—donate 
lots of produce each 
year to the local food 

shelf. And the Commu-
nity Garden is a social 
experience.

Along with spend-
ing time in his garden 
every day, Crotty said 
he enjoys chatting 
with other gardeners 
while he’s there about 
what’s growing and how 
they’re managing their 
plots.

“I really like what 
they do here,” he said. 
“They do a good job.”

David Allard, a first 
timer this year, also 
remembers gardening 
with his family as he 
was growing up.

“I just like grow-
ing stuff and seeing 
what happens,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of 
variables in growing 
any kind of plant, and 
there’s a lot to learn. 
That makes it fun.”

Allard spotted the 
Community Garden 
sign as he works 
nearby and decided in 
December to call. An 
Owatonna resident, he 
had gardened a little 
around his home but 
went all in with his 
Community Garden 
plot. Along with other 
vegetables, he’s got a 
few rows of corn that 
seem to be doing well.

When he learned 
Monday’s event would 
include a scarecrow 
contest, Allard brought 
out a scarecrow that 
had been stored in the 
attic for 30 years.

“My mother-in-law 
made it for us to use 
at a previous house,” 
he said. “She passed 
about five years ago. I 
wish she was here to 
see it.”

be there, withholding 
verbal or physical 
expressions of love, or 
absence of nurturing. 
It can also be the result 
of parents showing 
minimal interest in 
their children.

People who have ex-
perienced significant 
shame and humili-
ation may develop a 
weak sense of self, 
sensitivity to criticism, 
powerlessness, and an 
attitude of passing on 
their pain to others. 
Individuals who expe-
rience high amounts 
of shame develop rigid 
rules by which to cope 
with it. For instance, 
a person may try to be 
in charge or control 
of others, such as 
in arguments with 
partners, co-workers, 
or their children. The 
desire to be “right” or 
win an argument may 
give them a sense of 
power or worth.

A shame-based 
person has learned to 
always be “correct” 
and “never make mis-
takes.” These beliefs 
imply that one needs 
to be perfect. Trying 
to be perfect creates 
undue stress and ten-
sion. Perfectionism is 
a common character-
istic for shame-based 
people.

Shame-based people 
learn that if things 
don’t happen the way 
they expect, they 
can easily blame and 
punish someone else. 
The person tends to 

focus on who did the 
misdeed rather than 
on how the situation or 
issue can be handled.

Part of the blame 
and fault-finding for 
shame-based people is 
a tendency to compare 
self to others. The 
comparing leads to 
competition as differ-
ences become deficien-
cies. The person either 
feels inferior and more 
shameful, or superior 
and condescending. A 
shame-based person 
believes that most 
things are either right 
or wrong, good or bad, 
and leaves no room 
for middle ground. An 
example of this might 
be taking a class and 
feeling stupid and 
incompetent when oth-
ers know more about 
the subject.

Denying feelings, 
wants, and needs are 
also common char-
acteristics of people 
suffering from past 
shame. Unpredictable 
moods, lack of conflict 
resolution, and with-
holding information 
are all possible for the 
shamed-based indi-
vidual. There can also 
be many other signals 
evident.

Unfortunately, 
shame and behaviors 
that accompany it 
lead to feeling more 
shame. The pattern or 
cycle repeats itself. A 
way to break the cycle 
of shame is to gain 
a sense of empower-
ment. Feeling empow-
ered involves positive 

self-talk and a deeply 
felt belief of a right 
to be human and not 
having to be perfect at 
all times. It means that 
a person is worthwhile 
even when mistakes 
are made. This leads to 
an enormous lessen-
ing of tension and to a 
sense of relief, self-re-
spect, and self-confi-
dence.

If self-worth and 
self-esteem are 
evident, the person 
can begin to clearly 
identify unhealthy 
behaviors and patterns 
and to start to see real 
choices and alter-
natives in any given 
situation.

The shame cycle 
can be complicated to 
identify and moving 
toward empowerment 
can be even more 
difficult. If some of the 
symptoms of shame 
and humiliation are 
present, a mental 
health professional 
may be able to assist 
and get the person 
back on the road to 
recover.

Mark Skrien is 
a retired licensed 
psychologist, li-
censed marriage and 
family therapist, and 
the former clinical 
director of the South 
Central Human 
Relations Center in 
Owatonna. Steele 
Talkin’ is a regular 
column featuring 
authors representing 
various organiza-
tions throughout 
Steele County.

Shame has far-reaching symptoms
◄ STEELE TALKIN’ from B1

Car lovers cruise into Gus’ Show
◄ CAR LOVERS from B1

We have beneficial insects

Do we re-
ally have 
beneficial 
insects?

This is an interesting 
thought as I am scratch-
ing mosquito bites and 
dreading the first Jap-
anese Beetle’s arrival. I 
recently read an article 
about this subject and 
never realized how 
many insects are our 
friends. I wouldn’t call 
them my BFFs by any 
means, but they play an 
important role in our 
gardening world.

We all love pollina-
tors and we have lots of 
good information about 
them and their benefit 
to the garden. But there 
are others that need to 
be recognized as bene-
ficial.

Lacewings are 
a pretty one in my 
opinion. Minnesota is 
home to both brown and 
green lacewings. I see 
them outside but never 
realized what a great 
aphid eliminator they 
are. Their larvae have 
large, protruding jaws, 
and are capable of eat-

ing hundreds of aphids 
in their lifetime. They 
have slender bodies and 
long net-like wings and 
can be seen near lights 
on summer nights. 
To promote them in 
your yard, have plenty 
of blooming plants 
around.

Minute Pirate Bug 
is another one that is 
beneficial. I am not 
real familiar with this 
insect, but they can be 
found on plants with an 
infestation of small in-
sect pests. They do bite 
and it might be irritat-
ing but have no long-
term effects. They have 
straw-like mouth parts 
and can spear mites, 
thrips, and aphids.

Parasitoid wasps are 
one of the most benefi-
cial groups of predato-
ry insects. The name 
itself sounds scary, but 
they are so useful in 
controlling both native 
pests and invasive spe-
cies. They need to lay 
their eggs inside other 
insects to complete 
their lifecycle.

They do not sting 
or bite people, they 
are solitary and do not 
have hives. The adults 
primarily feed on pollen 
and nectar of flowers.

Wasps include more 
than just Parasitoid 
wasps, like yellow 
jackets and hornets, 
which we can all 
relate to. Some wasps 
are social and live in 
colonies while others 
are solitary like the 
Parasitoid wasps. 

Wasps help pollinate 
flowers, control pests, 
spread seeds and help 
decompose carcasses. 
Wasps feed on a variety 
of food sources, ranging 
from nectar and pollen 
to other insects. Some 
wasps are very targeted 
in what they eat, only 
eating one variety of 
insects, while some 
varieties eat whatever is 
available. Their palate 
is not so picky!

We are all bothered 
by wasps in the fall 
and they are the social 
wasps! In the fall the 
wasp colony contains 
thousands of members 
and food supplies are 
not adequate. So the 
worker wasps aggres-
sively seek out food — 
which leads them to our 
people food. We need to 
keep calm and ignor-
ing the wasps helps to 
limit potential stings. 
That is good advice, 
but sometimes hard to 
do. They make me very 
nervous as I swell up 
from stings.

The University of 
Minnesota Extension 
webpage has great in-
formation on beneficial 
insects, wasps and bees. 
I will definitely think 
of them in a whole new 
light as I am out work-
ing in my gardens.

Lorrie Rugg is the 
coordinator of the 
Master Gardener 
program for Steele 
and Rice counties. 
She may be reached 
at 507-444-7687 or 
brow3298@umn.edu.

Mastering
Gardening
LORRIE RUGG 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Community Garden member David Allard brought out 
a special scarecrow, handmade by his late mother-in-
law, for the July 10 open house. The garden is located 
on the campus of Riverland Community College.

GUS’ CAR SHOW WINNERS
 · Best in Show — 1929 Buick Sport Phaeton owned by Dave Seykora of Owatonna
 · Best Interior — 1931 Ford Tudor Sedan owned by Rick and Kathy Ahrens, Owatonna
 · Mayor’s Choice — 1964 Chevy Corvette owned by Gary Miller of Owatonna
 · Best Motorcycle — 1996 Honda GL 1500 SE owned by Martin Weis of Brooklyn Center
 · Best Wheels — 1961 Chevy Impala owned by Don Hagen of Eagle Lake
 · Best Pickup — 1953 Ford F-100 owned by Gene and Mikki Hillesheim of Mankato
 · Best Engine — 1966 Chevy C-10 owned by Randy Winter of Owatonna
 · Best Paint — 1950 Chevy Pickup owned by Dennis Malecha of Waseca
 · Best Modern — 2005 Cadillac CTS-V owned by Dallas Loken of New Richland

OWNERS OF THE TOP 15 VEHICLES VOTED  
ON BY PARTICIPANTS RECEIVED EVENT T-SHIRTS:
 · Rod Brown, Blooming Prairie — 1970 Oldsmobile 442 W30
 · Wayne Larson, Claremont — 1969 Dodge Charger
 · Rick Bliss, Austin — 1946 Chevy Pickup
 · Dale Jacobson, Owatonna — 1977 Ford Pinto Cruising Wagon
 · Dennis Kieffer, Rochester — 1966 Chevy Chevelle
 · Mike Lockie, Austin — 1965 Plymouth Satellite
 · Christopher Iverson, Austin — 1928 Ford Model A “Evilyn”
 · John Erickson, Kasson — 1963 Chevy Impala 409
 · Tim Johnson, Owatonna — 1912 Ford Model T
 · Chad Helmers, Montgomery — 1967 Pontiac LeMans
 · Gary Johnson, Ellendale — 1958 Chevy Impala
 · Daryl Johnson, Owatonna — 1957 Chevy Belair
 · Dana Christiansen, Hartland — 1972 Plymouth Cuda
 · James Hlavac, Faribault — 1966 Ford Mustang Fastback
 · Tom Harnack, Austin — 1970 Ford Mach I Mustang
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History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
July 24, 2012

RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

The South has risen in Blooming 
Prairie… at least in regard to earn-
ing bragging rights for the next year. 
For nearly three months, 319 Bloom-
ing Prairie residents and friends 
teamed up in a friendly North vs. 
South contest to help raise money for 
the town’s Fourth of July fireworks. 
Divided by Main Street, but unit-
ed in cause, the two teams raised 
$4,300 by logging their steps walked 
daily from April 1 through June 23. 
Combined the two teams walked 
more than 69,000 miles during the 
12-week contest. “This town and its 
residents are amazing – supporting 
many different causes time and time 
again,” organizers stated.

Kathy Foster will retire after 
30 years of service with the United 
States Postal Service on July 31. She 
began her career in Minneapolis as 
a letter-sorter, from there she moved 
to Austin where she worked as a 
window clerk and then she became 
postmaster in Blooming Prairie in 
2006. She remembers that day well, 
as it was April 15 “tax day” notori-
ously known as the most hectic days 
for USPS. Foster says, “I will miss 
the camaraderie and the interac-
tions she’s had with Blooming Prai-
rie businesses and residents.”

20 Years Ago
July 23, 2002

ELSIE SLINGER, EDITOR

On July 2nd the 50th class to grad-
uate from Blooming Prairie High 
School celebrated their “50th Class 
Reunion” at the Servicemen’s Club. 
There were 51 graduates in 1952 and 
the reunion was attended by 31 of 
the alumni. The guests were enter-
tained by Joyce Trom, comedienne 
from Blooming Prairie and a Harley 
Davidson was there for some fun 
picture taking.

The Senior Center of Blooming 
Prairie approached the city council 
a few months ago asking for help in 
paying for a new floor and through 
that stipend, the seniors’ fund and 
donations, the floor was put in last 
week. Floor Tech handled the three-
day project, putting in subfloor and 
laying beautiful 12 x 12-inch tiles.

50 Years Ago
July 19, 1972

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

Peterson Implement Co. will hold 
its open house at their spacious new 
building located on South Highway 
218 in Blooming Prairie on Thurs-
day. Although they have been oper-
ating in this new facility since May, 
they have staged it to give everyone 
an opportunity to stop and inspect 
their new building. The building 
consists of a showroom, office space 
and bookkeeping are, a parts area, 
storage and a 56 x 60 foot shop and 
service area. After operating out of 

the Main Street location for the past 
23 years, they new have their entire 
operation on one site.

The Steele County 4-H Demon-
stration Day will be held on Thurs-
day, July 27th at the Ellendale High 
School. The purpose of the demon-
stration program is to give 4-H’ers 
the opportunity to speak before 
groups as part of self-development. 
The topic is to be one which the 
4-H’er has studied over the past 
year. This year three platforms are 
offered for demonstration areas: 
Agricultural or General projects, 
Home Economics and “Show and 
Tell” (developed for 9-12-year-olds).

75 Years Ago
July 19, 1947

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

A 2-inch downpour in less than 
an hour flooded streets and several 
basements. The heaviest damage 
was suffered by L.M. Ebeling, whose 
photographic finishing room is lo-
cated in the basement of the Lynard 
Building. Over eight inches of water 
flooded the dark room. A number of 
negatives were ruined by the slimy 
water.

A gas explosion blew a heavy lid 
off the sewer line near the Mrs. M. 
M. Gutherie residence Saturday 
morning. Street commissioner 
Glenn Dennis and Fire Chief Rich-
ard Johnson investigated but were 
unable to determine the origin of 
the strong smelling gas fumes.

OWATONNA PHOTO NEWS

31 Years Ago
July 25, 1991

TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

Olympic Graphic’s 16 and under 
boys slow-pitch softball team won 
the Minnesota 16 and under Softball 
Tournament during competition 
July 13-14. They won with a record 
of 6-1. Their only loss was to Berg-
man Trucking. The team will travel 
to Huntsville, AL to compete for the 
national Championship Aug. 8-11. 
Team members are Joel Kriesel, 
Shane Robbins, Joel Jensen, Kurt 
Krenke, Jerry Gaultrapp, Paul Kun-
kel, Tim Klause, Korey Borchert, 
Andy Lindell, Kurt Klecker, Fred 
Betner, Andy Nyland, Tony Schisler, 
Nick Tancheff and Brad Falteysek. 
Dan Olson, Mike Klein and Doug 
Meler are the coaches.

Owatonna is being represented 
mighty well each summer in pa-
rades all around Southern Minne-
sota by the Owatonna American 
Legion Post 77 Marching Unit. The 
Unit consists of over 15 very dedi-
cated Legionnaires that take the job 
seriously. One of these has served 
as the chairman of the group for 
30 years. He is Bob “Buzz” Martin. 
Time after time their spiffy march-
ing and flag presentation has taken 
first place in parades where there 
is marching competition. The unit 
averages eight to ten parade appear-
ances a season. They also make 
an annual appearance at the State 
Legion Convention.

The formation of St. Aidan’s church

COURTESY ELLENDALE HERITAGE SOCIETY
Early settlers in Bath Township came in 1856. They first settled in Sections 7 
& 8. This was an Irish settlement. They built St. Aidan’s Catholic Church and 
established a cemetery on the Mike Sheehan farm. Originally St. Aidan’s had a 
membership of 125 families. A barn for 50 teams of horses was built on the edge 
of the grove northeast from the church. Initially, public school was held in the 
church, but then in 1858, a school building was erected on the northwest corner 
of Section 8. A few years later the school was moved across the road from the 
church where it continued until 1948 when it consolidated with Ellendale School, 
District #30. A church hall was right next to it and was called Forester’s Hall. In 
1955, St. Aidan’s was closed and the congregation began meeting in Ellendale. 
The church building was dismantled by Gus Bergdale. In those days, Bath 
Township was covered with a growth of Burr Oak trees. This was interspersed 
with meadow or small patches of prairie land. The timber was removed to a 
great extent and the rich land was converted into valuable farmland.

To learn more about GrandPad
call (800)704-9412 or visit GrandPad.net

Easy as 1-2-3

To learn more about GrandPad

Older adults can simply:
1. Communicate with family
2. Stay entertained
3. Achieve tech-confi dence

“I love GrandPad, 
it’s given Mom so 

much independence 
and it’s so easy for 
her to use at age—

almost 95!”

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ve been taking daily aspirin 

for almost 20 years now because 
I have a family history of heart 
disease. But I recently read that 
using aspirin is not recommended 
anymore. What can you tell me 
about this change in philosophy?

Confused Aspirin User

Dear Confused,
There’s no doubt that 

taking low-dose daily 
aspirin is beneficial to 
most people who’ve had 
a heart attack or stroke. 
But if you don’t have 
heart disease, should you 
take it as a preventative 
measure? The answer for 
most people is probably 
not, according to new 
guidelines from the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task 
Force (USPSTF).

New Guidelines
About one-third of 

Americans age 40 and 
older, and more than 45 
percent of people over 
age 70 – who don’t have 
cardiovascular disease 
– already take a daily 
aspirin to help prevent 
cardiovascular disease 
because it’s been recom-
mended for decades by 
many different health 
experts.

But in the past few 
years, new research has 
emerged showing that 
for many people without 
diagnosed heart disease, 
the risk of bleeding may 
outweigh the benefits of 
taking a daily aspirin. 

This research, along 
with the advent of other 
effective therapies in 
preventing heart attacks 
and strokes that don’t 
cause bleeding – better 
blood pressure drugs and 
statins for lowering cho-
lesterol – has narrowed 
the role aspirin plays.

Who Should Take It?
There are two cate-

gories of people who can 
still benefit from using 
aspirin. People with es-
tablished cardiovascular 
disease, especially those 
who have already had a 
heart attack or stroke. 
There’s strong evidence 
that taking a daily low-
dose aspirin significant-
ly reduces the risk of a 
second cardiovascular 
event. And adults ages 
40 to 59 with a 10 percent 
or higher risk for a car-
diovascular disease over 
the next decade. They 
may see a small benefit 
to daily aspirin, but it 
should be an individual 
decision and discussed 
with your doctor.

Who Should Skip It?
People who are 60 and 

older – without estab-

lished cardiovascular 
disease – who do not 
currently take a daily 
aspirin to prevent heart 
disease should not start 
now. If they already take 
a daily aspirin now, they 
should ask a doctor about 
how to proceed, because 
there may be a serious 
risk to suddenly stopping.

How to Use it Safely
The best approach 

is to talk to your doctor 
about the potential risks 
and benefits of aspirin 
specifically for you. Be-
cause the risk of bleed-
ing raises with dosage, if 
aspirin is recommended, 
take the lowest possible 
amount, which for most 
people is an 81 mg baby 
aspirin. And if you expe-
rience any stomach pain, 
talk to your doctor.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the 
NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Last year’s Ribfest 
raised $25,003.42, so dou-
bling that is a lofty goal.

“I think $50,000 is a 
good number, a good 
goal,” she said. “Bloom-
ing Prairie is just a great 
community; the people 
really step up and sup-
port all kinds of things.”

The Ribfest, though, 
“draws in a different 
crowd of people” be-
cause of the competition. 
The grilling/smoking 
teams bring fans and 
friends along with them, 
Toquam said, in addition 
to the “strong, long-time 
supporters — and the 
families who use the 
club, of course — who 
believe in what we’re 
doing.”

Josi Christy is such a 
believer that she is now 
a board-certified judge 
of barbecue competi-
tions. She completed the 
course offered by the 
Kansas City Barbecue 
Society.

Christy is president of 
the Youth Club Board of 
Directors.

There will be some 
local VIP judges, as well, 
including Patrick O’Con-
nor, a pork producer, 
and Justin Ohnstad, a 
real estate agent.

In addition to the 
rib cook-off, a pulled 
pork dinner with all the 

fixings will run from 4 
to 7 p.m.

Conger Meat Mar-
ket is supplying — and 
pulling — two smoked 
hogs for the dinner. Blos-
soms United, the local 
Positive Community 
Norms Coalition, has 
donated the equivalent 
of another hog and all of 
the tableware.

The family-friendly 
event will also feature 
the inaugural Go Goette 
5K at 9 a.m.; Schem’s 
Kettlecorn and the 
DQ truck; a bean bag 
tournament that begins 
at 2 p.m. and pays cash 
prizes; dunk tank, 
obstacle course, bounce 
houses, face-painting, 
and crafts; and a Just 
For Kix dance at 6 p.m.

A kids’ hamburger 
cook-off will begin at 
2:30 p.m. for children 
12 and younger; grills, 
charcoal, burger, plates, 
spatulas, ketchup, mus-
tard, and buns will be 
provided. A parent must 
accompany each child.

Burgers will be 
judged on taste, creativi-
ty, and presentation. The 
winner will receive a 
bowling birthday party 
package for 10 at Bunk-
ies in Blooming Prairie.

A live auction held 
from 5-5:30 p.m. and 6:30-
7 p.m. includes items 
like a weekend cabin 
rental from Brookside 
Campground; an off-set 
patio umbrella with 
solar lights; handmade 
bird feeders and a 
writing table; laser tag 
and mini golf passes and 
more.

Live music will be 
provided by The Chub’s 
from 4-8 p.m., and a 
shuttle will run between 
Blooming Prairie High 
School and the Service-
men’s Club to facilitate 
parking.

The winners of the 
rib contest will be an-
nounced at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $15 in 
advance; $20 at the door. 
Children 4 and under 
are admitted free.

Ribfest sets ‘good goal’ for 11th fundraiser
◄ RIBFEST from B1 BLOOMING PRAIRIE RIBFEST

What: 11th Annual Ribfest
When: Saturday, July 30
Where: Servicemen’s Club, Blooming Prairie
Who: Blooming Prairie Youth Club
Events: Rib cook-off, pulled pork dinner, kids’ hamburg-
er cook-off, live auction, live music, 5K run, bean bag 
tournament, bounce houses, dunk tank, face-painting, 
kids’ dance, crafts
Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 at the door

Should You Take Daily 
Aspirin for Your Heart?
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Community Concert & Celebration!! 
SATURDAY Sept. 17th · Downtown Austin 

Made possible in part by 

BEGIN THE FESTIVITIES WITH US….
ndJuly 2 :

thJuly 4 :

rdJuly 23 :

BAR BINGO: Monday @ 6:30 PM
Must be 21 to play

STREET DANCE “SMOKESCREEN” BAND
8:30 pm – 12:30 am, 21 & over,
ID required, $5 cover charge
BAR: open 4 PM to Close
OFF-SALE: 10 AM – 1 PM, 4 PM - Close
B.O.B. RIDE “TOYS FOR TOTS”
Cycle/Car Ride
(Ride details available at J & H)

July 23rd
B.O.B. RIDE 

“TOYS FOR TOTS”
Cycle/Car Ride

(Ride details available at J & H)

Activities abound during Owatonna’s Gem Days
A car cruise, ac-

tivities for kids, food 
trucks, and music from 
popular local bands are 
all part of Owatonna’s 
Gem Days, celebrated 
around the community 
July 21-23.

Hosted by the 
Owatonna Business 
Partnership, the event 
kicks off Thursday with 
a Community Day fea-
turing the Eagles Car 
Cruise In and music by 
Street Talk.

On Friday, the annu-
al Kids Parade steps off 
at 10 a.m. from Farm-
er’s Feed & Pet Supply, 
616 N. Cedar Ave., and 
ends at Central Park, 
where activities will 
include a Crazy Hair 
contest, performances 
by Jill Hoggard Dance 
Academy and Owaton-
na High cheerleaders, 
bounce houses, a bal-
loon artist and strolling 
magician. The band No 
Coast performs at 7 p.m.

Saturday brings ev-
eryone downtown with 
food trucks, vendors, 
and plenty of shopping 
with local merchants 
until 3 p.m. The Farm-
ers Market is open 7 
a.m.-12 p.m. in Central 
Park, with music by 
Todd Utpadel from 10 
a.m. until noon.

To learn more 
about Gem Days, visit 
owatonnabusiness.org 
or find the Owatonna 
Business Partnership 
on Facebook.

CITY WEEKEND OUT
Coinciding with 

Gem Days, the City 
of Owatonna Parks, 
Recreation and Facil-
ities Department will 
celebrate Summer 
Weekend Out July 22-
24, with free activities 
and reduced prices in 
city parks.

Bring the family out 
during the weekend for 
these activities:

• Movie in the Park: 
“Up” — Friday, July 
22, 8 p.m. at Lincoln 
Pavilion, sponsored 
by the Southeastern 
Minnesota Realtors 
Association

• Sunrise Yoga in the 
Park — July 23 6:30 
a.m.-7:30 a.m. in 
the grassy area by 
the beach at Lake 
Kohlmier, sponsored 
by Sollid Yoga.

• Cardboard Boat 
Regatta — July 23, 10 
a.m. at River Springs 
Water Park. A chal-
lenge for amateur 
boat builders of all 
ages to design, build 
and navigate boats 
made entirely of 
corrugated card-
board. A variety 
of trophies will be 
awarded. Spectators 
are welcome to cheer 
on crews and watch 
the competition. 
Competitors must 
register at owatonna.
gov/283/Parks-Rec-
reation (click on 

“Register Now” 
and find the regat-
ta under “Special 
Events”.)

• Lake Kohlmier Rent-
al Specials — July 
22-24 get $1 off all 
one-hour equipment 
rentals. Fishing 
poles and corn bait 
will be provided at 
no cost in the boat 
house.

• Super Splash Special 
— July 24 at River 
Springs Water Park, 
offering reduced 
admission of just $3 
per person all day.
For more informa-

tion, visit owatonna.
gov/686/Special-Events.

Summer Weekend 
Out celebrates national 
Parks and Recreation 
Month, established in 
1985 by the National 
Recreation and Park As-
sociation (NRPA) with a 
goal of raising aware-
ness about the positive 
impacts of parks and 
recreation on communi-
ties across the U.S.

Litomysl to mark 50th annual 
summer festival July 31

Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church of Litomysl 
will be showing off its 
country church pride at 
the 50th annual Sum-
mer Festival on Sunday, 
July 31.

The 166 families of 
the parish will host 
the event, which is one 
of the largest summer 
parish festivals held in 
Minnesota each year. 
The country style festi-
val draws people from 
all over the region.

Holy Trinity Church 
dates back to 1878, when 
settlers in the Lito-
mysl community built 
their first church. The 
community is actually 
named after the original 
Litomysl, located about 
100 miles east of Prague. 

In 1940-41, they built 
the stone church that 
parishioners worship 
in today. It is one of the 
largest stone churches 
in the nation; members 
of the parish brought 
over 600 loads of rock 
from their fields to 
build it.

Czech traditions, 
from delightful pastries 
to polka music will be 
alive and well once 
again in Litomysl on 
July 31, where can you 
combine Mass, music, 
games, silent auction, 
eats and treats, a used 
a bit sale, face painting, 
pony rides, raffles, pull 
tabs, and wagon rides. 
You may not be able to 
find Litomysl on a map, 
but miles and miles 
of motor vehicles will 
line County Road 4 and 
24th Avenue S.E. in 
rural Owatonna for the 
festival.

At 10 a.m. in the 
air-conditioned, 
handicapped accessible 
church, there is the tra-
ditional Polka Mass that 
has participants sing 
traditional hymns to the 
beat of polka music, led 
by the Litomyslaneous 

Polka Group. Also 
participating in the 
morning Mass will be 
the Owatonna Knights 
of Columbus #945’s 
Fourth Degree in full 
regalia.

Music will echo 
throughout the grounds. 
Before the Mass the 
Owatonna Knights of 
Columbus Choir will 
perform in the church. 
The “Dan Stursa Band” 
will entertain the 
crowd when they grace 
the stage north of the 
church. The Klecker 
Band, which has played 
at all of the past 49 
festivals, will delight lis-
teners outside at 3 p.m.

The festival, which 
is always held on the 
last Sunday in July, 
brings several thousand 
people to one small 
spot in Steele County 
for fundraising, music, 
food, games and per-
haps most importantly, 
fellowship.

The Czech and non-
Czech community alike 
can look forward to 
activities. By 11 a.m. all 
outdoor activities begin 
with many food booths 
available to delight 
anyone’s appetite. Fes-
tival-goers won’t leave 
hungry, as the Holy 
Trinity community will 
be stocked with pork 
rib sandwiches, pork 
burgers, brats, hot dogs, 
walking tacos, root beer 
floats and refreshments 
to quench the thirst of 
all ages.

In the air-conditioned 
church basement, pie 
and ice cream and filled 
biscuits will be avail-
able, as well as a place to 
sit and relax.

Everyone will have 
the opportunity to view 
the old gas engines 
and water pump action 
between the school and 
the garage.

In the St. Isidore Par-
ish Center, there will be 

a Silent Auction, along 
with a used-a-bit sale, 
with bargains galore. 
A country store with 
garden produce will be 
by the church.

People of all ages 
will be eager to await 
their turn to partake in 
the many games they 
choose from plinko, bin-
go, spin the wheel, fish 
pond, dime toss and the 
ever popular root beer 
barrel game. As has 
been the case in years 
past, many local busi-
nesses and individuals 
have donated thousands 
of items to be used for 
prizes in the games. 

Thousands of items 
have also been donated 
for the used-a-bit sale in 
the Parish Center and 
for the Silent Auction. 
The annual “Big Ticket” 
raffle, has many prizes 
(with a value of over 
$6,000), the first four 
prizes being $500. The 
drawing will be at 4 p.m.

The ladies of the 
parish will make many, 

many dozen prune, 
poppyseed and apricot 
biscuits (or “buchty” 
in Czech). They will go 
on sale at 11 a.m. in the 
church basement. 

Buchty is a tradition-
al Czech biscuit filled 
with prunes, apricots, 
or poppy seed. The 
women make sweet 
yeast dough, roll it out, 
cut it into small squares 
and fill the squares 
with prune, poppy seed 
or apricot filling. The 
corners of the square 
of dough are lifted up 
kitty-corner and folded 
in the middle and dough 
is pinched together. The 
dough has four eyes 
on top with the filling 
peeping out: these eyes 
are called the four eyes 
of God.

A tractor pulling a 
tram will help people 
get to the Festival more 
quickly, when they park 
their cars on the roads 
surrounding Litomysl.

For more details go to 
litomysl.webs.com.

JULY 25
1 p.m. — Movie 

Mondays, BP Library

JULY 26
10 a.m. — Storytime, 

BP Library

JULY 28
1 p.m. — Bookfair, 

BP Library

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

JULY 22
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

JULY 25
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

6 p.m. — Ellendale 
Ambulance Meeting, 
Community Building

JULY 27
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

Waseca Garden Club 
hosts free July 23 

garden walk
The Waseca Garden 

Club will host a Gar-
den Walk on July 23, 
1-5 p.m., rain or shine.

Spend the day in 
Waseca visiting local 
shops and restaurants 
after being inspired 
by the gardens on 

the tour. Maps and 
refreshments will be 
available at Bai-
ley-Lewer House, 315 
2nd Ave. NE, Waseca.

This event is free 
and open to the public. 
For more information, 
call 507-461-1222.

Parkinson’s group  
to meet July 26

The Parkinson’s 
Support Group will be 
meeting on Tuesday, 
July 26 from 2-3:30 
p.m. in the Gainey 
Room at the Owatonna 
Public Library.

This month’s guest 
speaker will be Anush-
ka Shiell, APDA Min-
nesota Information & 

Referral coordinator, 
featuring new medica-
tions and future treat-
ment possibilities for 
Parkinson’s Disease.

The support group 
meets the fourth Tues-
day of each month. It 
is open to all who have 
Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers.

JULY 22
Gem Days, Cedar 

Street and Central 
Park

JULY 23
Gem Days, Cedar 

Street and Central 
Park

JULY 25
4 p.m. — Owatonna 

HRA Meeting, City Hall
5:30 p.m. — 

Exchange Club of 
Owatonna, VFW

7 p.m. — Medford 
City Council Meeting, 
City Hall

JULY 26
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m. — Storytime, 
Owatonna Library

10 a.m. — Memory 

Café, History Center
4 p.m. — OPU 

Commission Meeting, 
OPU

5 p.m. — Steele 
County Board Meeting, 
County Admin Building

JULY 27
9:30 a.m. — Garden 

Time, Owatonna 
Library

2 p.m. — Dive into 
Children’s Movies, 
Owatonna Library

JULY 28
10 a.m. — Bookfair, 

Owatonna Library
2 p.m. — Movies at 

the Library, Owatonna 
Library

7 p.m. — 11@7 
Concert Series, 
Central Park

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

FILE PHOTO
A polka mass band will highlight the Litomysl Summer 
Festival set for July 31.
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.comFREE CONSULTATIONSFREE CONSULTATIONS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613
DDS, MBS

Dr. Deborah J LienDr. Deborah J Lien

Minnesota 
finishing last 
in the sports 
betting race

While Minnesota 
sports teams have 
been unable to 
bring any cham-

pionships home to the North 
Star State, Minnesota has 
managed to be the best at one 
thing: stopping the statewide 
legalization of sports betting.

According to the Consum-
er Choice Center (CCC), with 
Minnesota having yet to legal-
ize sports betting along with 
14 other states, our state has 
become a defacto last-place fin-
isher in a survey reflecting the 
friendliness of sports betting 
markets nationwide.

To add salt to the wound 
that is the revenue the state is 
missing out on, Minnesota sits 
stagnant as an island sur-
rounded by our four neighbors 
Iowa, Wisconsin, North Dakota 
and South Dakota, who have 
all either fully or partially 
legalized sports betting.

Even if you are not a sports 
bettor and have no interest in 
ever becoming one, there are 
still reasons why the general 
public should be on board 
with the legalization of sports 
betting.

Simply put, the legalization 
of sports betting will lead to 
more tax revenue for the state 
while also phasing out the 
illegal betting markets.

The best example of how 
legal sports betting can benefit 
the state and taxpayers comes 
from the CCC’s evaluation of 
the betting market in New 
Jersey.

“New Jersey has gener-
ated $229,109,885 in state tax 
revenue and $1,815,719,871 in 
sportsbook revenue since the 
legal market was launched. 
The reasons for New Jersey’s 
success are simple: they keep 
taxes low on sportsbooks, 
mobile sports betting has 
become a priority, and while 
there is government oversight, 
most of the industry is run by 
commercial sportsbooks. This 
could be easily replicated in 
Minnesota,” said CCC North 
American Affairs Manager 
David Clement.

Aside from the obvious 
benefits of the state generating 
more money, there is also the 
opportunity for Minnesota 
residents to save some money 
as well.

With Iowa being the closest 
neighbor for Steele County res-
idents to visit and place bets, 
the possibility of locally-owned 
sports books coming to town 
would allow residents to save 
some gas money as well.

For reference, Diamond Jo 
Worth Casino in Northwood, 
Iowa is located 48 miles south 
of downtown Owatonna.

With gas prices reaching 
near $5 per gallon, driving 96 
miles round trip is a pretty 
steep price to pay to lay a 
wager.

As has been the case with 
the topic of the legalization of 
sports betting in Minnesota in 
the past, local government and 
Minnesota’s Native American 
tribes will have to find a happy 
medium for a bill to be passed.

With 2022 already half over, 
it will be interesting to see how 
bills legalizing sports betting 
pass in the House and Senate 
as we head towards 2023.

Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Cementing Tony O’s legacy 
in Cooperstown

Owatonna couple heads to Hall of Fame
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

After finishing his play-
ing days in 1976, Minnesota 
Twins legend Tony Oliva 
— commonly referred to 
as “Tony O” by fans — will 
finally receive baseball’s 
highest honor by being 
inducted into the Major 
League Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, New 
York.

Oliva received a 75% 
“yes” vote on his induc-
tion polls to finally cement 
himself in baseball history 
as one of the game’s greatest 
players.

Headed out to Cooper-
stown to witness Oliva’s 
induction are Nathan and 
Laura Resler, friends of Oli-
va’s and lifelong Twins fans.

“I don’t know what to 
expect, but it’s just one of 
those experiences that I’m 
looking at as a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. To be 
able to witness someone that 
we’ve followed for a while 
throughout his career and 
been fortunate enough to 
build a little bit of a relation-
ship with earn the highest 
honor in the sport, it’s a 

really cool feeling,” said 
Nathan Resler.

According to Resler, he 
and his wife were fortu-
nate enough to meet Oliva 
and get to know him after 
attending multiple Twins 
events for athletes and fans.

“I always say that we’re 
fortunate to know him be-
cause he really is a special 

guy. I mean, he’s a Minneso-
ta sports legend and you can 
just see it in everyone’s faces 
when they run into him. 
People just kind of gravitate 
toward him.”

Also joining Oliva at his 
induction is his younger 
brother, Juan Carlos, who 
received a visa to visit the 
United States from Cuba 

with help from Minnesota 
Senator Amy Klobuchar.

“I want to celebrate 
Tony’s incredible career, 
where he’s come from and 
where he has brought us: 
American League Rookie 
of the Year in 1964, three 
batting titles… a spot of 
course in the Minnesota 
Twins Hall of Fame, a statue 
at Target Field and playing 
in the 1965 World Series,” 
said Klobuchar. “All of these 
things are amazing but I 
think what will be a moment 
that I know Tony will never 
forget is being there with his 
whole family, including his 
cherished brother, when he 
gets inducted into the Hall of 
Fame.”

Oliva’s day in Cooper-
stown will begin at 12:30 
p.m. local time on Sunday, 
July 24 when he will be rec-
ognized and give a speech 
to the crowds attending the 
event.

Minnesota sports fans 
will be able to watch their 
eight-time all-star player 
and twice World Series 
champion as a member of 
the Twins’ staff add anoth-
er accomplishment to an 
already legendary career.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Laura Resler, left, poses with former Minnesota Twins player 
Tony Oliva at a Twins game. Oliva will be inducted into the 
Major League Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York 
on Sunday, July 24.

Late rally sends VFW 
to District One semis
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna 
VFW baseball team 
punched its ticket to 
the District One semi-
final game in Winona 
after beating Waseca 
twice last weekend by 
scores of 12-6 and 8-7.

In the final game of 
the weekend on Sun-
day, Owatonna found 
itself playing catch 
up against Waseca 
after falling behind 
6-1 after the top of the 
fourth inning.

Resilience at the 
plate was the key to 
Owatonna’s comeback 
win after the VFW 
squad scored two 
runs in the bottom 
of the fourth, three 
in the bottom of the 
fifth, and one in the 
bottom of the sixth 
to erase the five-run 
deficit and lead 7-6.

Waseca didn’t go 
down without a fight 
and scored in the top 
of the seventh to tie 
the game at 7-7, but it 
was a walk-off hit by 

Nathan Theis in the 
bottom of the eighth 
inning that propelled 
Owatonna past Wase-
ca 8-7.

Theis recorded 
two hits to go with 
two RBIs and one 
run, while teammate 
Mitch Seykora led the 
team on offense with 
two hits, two runs and 
three RBIs.

The day prior, 
Owatonna earned a 
more dominant win 
over the same Winona 
squad by a score of 
12-6.

Owatonna found 
itself in the driver’s 
seat early by posting 
five runs in the bot-
tom of the first inning 
to lead 5-0.

Waseca scored in 
the top of the second 
to make the game 5-1, 
however, Owatonna 
responded with two 
more runs of its own 
to lead 7-1.

Waseca was able 
to score five more 
runs throughout the 
game, but Owatonna 
put up five more runs 

of its own to keep the 
six-run lead intact 
and finish the game 
at 12-6.

Tayte Berg and 
Seykora were the 
squad’s leading 
hitters with Berg re-
cording two hits, two 
runs and two RBIs, 
while Seykora added 
two hits, one run and 
three RBIs.

Berg also recorded 
the win on the mound 
for Owatonna, pitch-
ing six innings and al-
lowing six runs while 
striking out three.

Before playing 
Waseca, Owaton-
na added another 
one-sided win to its 
record by defeating 
Byron 10-2.

Owatonna found 
itself in the driver’s 
seat again against By-
ron, and led 5-0 after 
three innings before 
blowing the game 
open down the stretch 
with five more runs.

Byron managed 
to score one run in 
the top of the fourth 
and sixth innings, 

but Owatonna’s 12 
hits and 10 runs were 
too much offense for 
Byron to handle.

Earlier in the 
week, Owatonna col-
lected two more wins 
against Cottage Grove 
and Stewartville, 
making quick work 
of both teams 5-0 and 
19-2 respectively.

Owatonna will 
continue its play next 
at the District One 
semifinals in Winona 
the weekend of July 
23-24.

The opponent, time 
and location for the 
semifinal game were 
not made available at 
the time of press.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna’s second baseman Tayte Berg goes to his backhand to field a ball hit in the infield. Berg was instrumental in Owatonna’s 
first win against Waseca over the weekend with two hits, two runs and two RBIs.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna VFW athlete Owen Beyer rounds third 
and heads for home against Stewartville last 
week. Beyer and the Owatonna VFW squad will 
head to Winona next weekend to play in the 
District One semifinal game.
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Kath sets record 
at Chateau

BY MATTHEW GRAGE
RaCInG CORResPOndenT

Chateau Speedway 
returned to action 
Friday after a week off. 
Joining the lineup for 
the night was the Mid 
American Renegade 
Non Wing Sprints mak-
ing their second of three 
scheduled appearances 
this season. Along with 
the regular six classes, 
it made for a full night 
of action.

Five of the seven 
classes saw drivers turn 
the fastest laps of the 
season for their class 
and two of those were 
track records.

In the Mid Ameri-
can Renegade Sprints, 
which were co-sanc-
tioned by the Pirtek 
Renegades of Northern 
Minnesota, it was Cam 
Schaeffer of Little 
Canada leading the way 
with his 47th Career 
Renegade Feature win. 
Schaeffer also had a 
feature win at Lansing 
in 2020.

Also picking up a 
feature win in his first 
visit to the track this 
year was Kevin Donlan 
of Decorah, Iowa in the 
Skjeveland Sanitation 
USRA Stock Cars. 
Donlan did so with 
speed that gave him the 
record for the class as 
he posted a fast lap of 
16.904, which comes out 
to 70.961 mph in the cau-
tion free main event.

The other record 
came in the Hanson 
Tire WISSOTA Mid-
west Modified Class 
where Kadden Kath of 
Ellendale lowered the 
mark by about a tenth 
of second as he turned 
a 16.338/73.441 second 
lap in his heat win. He 
backed up the heat win 
with a feature win as 
well. Ryan Goergen 
of Stacyville, Iowa 
claimed the classes 
other heat win.

In Manke’s Outdoor 
Equipment Hornets, 

Shawn Poston of Red 
Wing had the fastest 
time of the season on 
the way to his second 
feature win of the year. 
His 18.979/63.221 lap 
was the first sub 19 sec-
ond lap for the class this 
year and about a tenth 
off the track record.

French’s Repair 
USRA A Mods were 
led for the second race 
night in a row at Cha-
teau Speedway by Ryan 
Wetzstein of West Con-
cord but it came with a 
twist. When Wetzstein 
won the last feature two 
weeks ago at Chateau 
he did it in his dad Steve 
Wetzstein’s car. This 
time he drove his own 
and had to out run his 
dad for much of the race 
before Bruce Angst of 
Winona moved up into 
second late to challenge 
him. Steve Wetzstein 
did grab a heat win on 
the night as did Angst.

The first of two 
rollovers on the night 
came in the Power 96 
Pure Stocks when Jim 
Briggs of Waseca ended 
up on his side early 
in the classes feature. 
Jack Maas of Faribault 
grabbed the early lead 
and held onto it flag to 
flag for his first feature 
win of the year. Kyndra 
Guttormson of Chatfield 
and Andrew Eischens 
of Taopi garnered the 
classes two heat wins.

The second rollover 
of the night occurred in 
the Double M Transport 
USRA B Mods when 
Kullen Kath of Owa-
tonna got sideways in 
turn number one off a 
second attempt to start 
the race and barrel 
rolled thru the corner. 
Hunter Kennedy of St. 
Ansgar, Iowa started 
on the pole and used it 
to his advantage as he 
lead flag to flag for his 
second feature win of 
the season.

Action resumes Fri-
day with the six regular 
classes at 7:15 p.m.

CHATEAU RACING 
RESULTS

JULY 15

POWER 96 PURE 
STOCK

A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 
1. 1-Jack Maas[3]; 2. 
17P-Jack Paulson[11]; 
3. 46-Devyn Deyo[4]; 4. 
17-Michael Wick[5]; 5. 
7X-Andrew Eischens[8]; 
6. 96-Kyndra Gut-
tormson[6]; 7. 4-Josh-
ua Bentzen[13]; 8. 
38-Dylan Pederson[10]; 
9. 31R-Raey Hastings 
IV[12]; 10. 44-Trey 
Hoppe[16]; 11. 11-Sa-
mantha Andree[9]; 12. 
5V-Viola Brannan[17]; 
13. (DNF) 69-Bran-
don Wiedeman[14]; 
14. (DNF) 44D-PJ 
Duchene[7]; 15. (DNF) 
55-Sarah Nipp[15]; 16. 
(DNF) 33-Jim Briggs[2]; 
17. (DNS) 71-Jamie Tapp
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 
96-Kyndra Guttorm-
son[4]; 2. 44D-PJ 
Duchene[3]; 3. 71-Jamie 
Tapp[2]; 4. 17-Michael 
Wick[5]; 5. 11-Sa-
mantha Andree[1]; 6. 
17P-Jack Paulson[6]; 7. 
4-Joshua Bentzen[7]; 
8. 55-Sarah Nipp[8]; 9. 
5V-Viola Brannan[9]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 
7X-Andrew Eischens[1]; 
2. 1-Jack Maas[3]; 3. 
46-Devyn Deyo[8]; 
4. 33-Jim Briggs[2]; 5. 
38-Dylan Pederson[5]; 
6. 31R-Raey Hastings 
IV[6]; 7. 69-Brandon 
Wiedeman[7]; 8. 44-Trey 
Hoppe[4]

DOUBLE M 
TRANSPORT USRA B 

MODIFIED
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 
1. 02K-Hunter Kenne-
dy[1]; 2. 22C-Michael 
Johnson[6]; 3. 56-Ty 
Griffith[8]; 4. 99-Noah 
Grinstead[3]; 5. 2C-Cole 
Bennerotte[9]; 6. 
88-Bryer McCoy[2]; 7. 
08K-Toby Kennedy[17]; 
8. 81K-Caleb Korpi[15]; 
9. 15-Cole Neisius[14]; 

10. 07-Logan Alseth[10]; 
11. 7M-Matt Tighe[13]; 
12. 29-Lilli Reps[11]; 
13. 5-Michael Mey-
er[16]; 14. (DNF) 54-Jett 
Sorensen[5]; 15. (DNF) 
4-Greg Brooks[18]; 16. 
(DNF) 95X-Shaun Wals-
ki[4]; 17. (DNF) 83R-Kul-
len Kath[12]; 18. (DNF) 
08-Kyle Kotek[7]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 
2C-Cole Bennerotte[1]; 
2. 54-Jett Sorensen[4]; 
3. 08-Kyle Kotek[2]; 4. 
88-Bryer McCoy[5]; 5. 
7M-Matt Tighe[3]; 6. 
5-Michael Meyer[6]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 
02K-Hunter Kennedy[2]; 
2. 22C-Michael John-
son[1]; 3. 99-Noah Grin-
stead[3]; 4. 95X-Shaun 
Walski[5]; 5. 15-Cole 
Neisius[4]; 6. 08K-Toby 
Kennedy[6]
Heat 3 (8 Laps): 1. 
83R-Kullen Kath[1]; 
2. 56-Ty Griffith[3]; 
3. 29-Lilli Reps[2]; 4. 
07-Logan Alseth[5]; 5. 
81K-Caleb Korpi[6]; 6. 
4-Greg Brooks[4]

FRENCH’S REPAIR 
USRA A MODIFIED

A Feature 1 (20 Laps): 
1. 90-Ryan Wetz-
stein[1]; 2. 99-Josh 
Angst[7]; 3. 90X-Steve 
Wetzstein[4]; 4. Z29-AJ 
Zvorak[5]; 5. 71-Jason 
Cummins[6]; 6. 77-Jacob 
Stark[3]; 7. 72-Doug 
Hillson[8]; 8. 55-Casey 
Schlichting[11]; 9. (DNF) 
36K-Jayden Larson[2]; 
10. (DNF) 38-Michael 
Wytaske[10]; 11. (DNF) 
95-Keith Foss[9]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 
90X-Steve Wetz-
stein[2]; 2. 71-Jason 
Cummins[3]; 3. 72-Doug 
Hillson[5]; 4. 77-Ja-
cob Stark[4]; 5. (DNF) 
38-Michael Wytaske[1]; 
6. (DNF) 55-Casey 
Schlichting[6]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 
99-Josh Angst[2]; 2. 
Z29-AJ Zvorak[1]; 3. 
90-Ryan Wetzstein[4]; 
4. 95-Keith Foss[5]; 5. 
36K-Jayden Larson[3]

MANKE’S OUTDOOR 
EQUIPMENT HORNETS
A Feature 1 (12 Laps): 
1. 511-Shawn Pos-
ton[8]; 2. 3X-Bran-
don Blanchard[5]; 3. 
19C-Colin Witten-
berg[4]; 4. 12-Hayley 
Herrick[11]; 5. 33-Aaron 
Morgan[9]; 6. 97X-Car-
ter Kmett[1]; 7. (DNF) 
21S-Brian Schott[7]; 8. 
(DNF) 5L-Luke Geisler[6]; 
9. (DNF) 21X-Maison 
Poston[2]; 10. (DNF) 
3D-Daniel Bjonfald[3]; 
11. (DNS) 7M-Philip 
Wittenberg
Heat 1 (5 Laps): 1. 
21S-Brian Schott[2]; 
2. 3X-Brandon 
Blanchard[4]; 3. 5L-Luke 
Geisler[3]; 4. 19C-Col-
in Wittenberg[6]; 5. 
33-Aaron Morgan[5]; 6. 
(DQ) 12-Hayley Her-
rick[1]
Heat 2 (5 Laps): 1. 
3D-Daniel Bjonfald[4]; 2. 
511-Shawn Poston[1]; 3. 
21X-Maison Poston[5]; 
4. 97X-Carter Kmett[2]; 
5. (DNF) 7M-Philip Wit-
tenberg[3]

MID AMERICAN 
RENEGADE — NON-

WINGED TRADITIONAL 
SPRINTS

A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 
1. 54-Cam Schafer[3]; 
2. 6-Jake Kouba[6]; 3. 
7B-Scott Brandt[1]; 4. 
63-Mike Mueller[4]; 5. 
10-Zach Widdes[2]; 6. 
99-Bryan Roach[8]; 7. 
2C-Brad Cunningham[7]; 
8. 12-Johnny Parsons 
III[5]; 9. 04-Brian Trem-
bath[9]; 10. 1-Chuck 
Schumacher[10]; 11. 
C4-Carl Wade[12]; 12. 
11X-Tim Lynch[11]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 6-Jake 
Kouba[2]; 2. 7B-Scott 
Brandt[4]; 3. 10-Zach 
Widdes[3]; 4. 12-Johnny 
Parsons III[5]; 5. 1-Chuck 
Schumacher[1]; 6. (DNF) 
11X-Tim Lynch[6]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 
63-Mike Mueller[2]; 2. 
54-Cam Schafer[5]; 3. 
2C-Brad Cunningham[1]; 
4. 99-Bryan Roach[3]; 5. 

04-Brian Trembath[4]; 6. 
C4-Carl Wade[6]

HANSON TIRE 
WISSOTA MIDWEST 

MODS
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 
1. 83X-Kadden Kath[3]; 
2. 83-Kylie Kath[8]; 3. 
83K-Kobie Kath[7]; 4. 
00JR-Greg Pfeifer Jr[16]; 
5. 79-Jeremy Misgen[2]; 
6. G12-Ryan Goergen[4]; 
7. 35-Tony Bloom[10]; 
8. 27-Brandon Under-
dahl[9]; 9. 16-Jacob Ben-
nett[13]; 10. 40LS-Larry 
Scott[14]; 11. 79H-Luke 
Hainka[12]; 12. (DNF) 
17-Trevis Underdahl[6]; 
13. (DNF) 69-Gary Wil-
de[1]; 14. (DNF) 33-Dar-
ryl Hainka[11]; 15. (DNF) 
86-Noel Hoppe[15]; 16. 
(DNS) 96-Charlie Zander
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 
83X-Kadden Kath[1]; 2. 
83K-Kobie Kath[6]; 3. 
96-Charlie Zander[4]; 4. 
79-Jeremy Misgen[5]; 
5. 27-Brandon Under-
dahl[3]; 6. 33-Darryl 
Hainka[7]; 7. 16-Jacob 
Bennett[2]; 8. (DQ) 
00JR-Greg Pfeifer Jr[8]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 
G12-Ryan Goergen[1]; 2. 
17-Trevis Underdahl[4]; 
3. 83-Kylie Kath[8]; 4. 
69-Gary Wilde[2]; 5. 
35-Tony Bloom[5]; 6. 
79H-Luke Hainka[3]; 7. 
40LS-Larry Scott[7]; 8. 
86-Noel Hoppe[6]

SKJEVELAND 
SANITATION USRA 

STOCK CARS
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 
33-Kevin Donlan[1]; 2. 
7X-Andrew Eischens[2]; 
3. 02-Cole Denner[3]; 4. 
87-Travis Shipman[4]; 5. 
14A-Chris Adams[5]; 6. 
32-Jason Newkirk[7]; 7. 
(DNF) 16K-Kevin Vogt[6]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 
02-Cole Denner[1]; 2. 
33-Kevin Donlan[4]; 3. 
7X-Andrew Eischens[2]; 
4. 87-Travis Shipman[7]; 
5. 14A-Chris Adams[3]; 
6. 16K-Kevin Vogt[6]; 
7. (DNF) 32-Jason 
Newkirk[5]

In first Gopher 50, Hillson still racing 42 years later
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

COnTRIBuTInG WRITeR

“It’s still fun,” said 
race car driver Doug 
Hillson of Blooming 
Prairie.

Hillson, a rather 
soft-spoken man, raced 
in the first Gopher 50 in 
1980. He’s still racing in 
the Gopher 50, appear-
ing last Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday at the 
Deer Creek Speedway 
in Spring Valley.

“I was young and 
dumb when I raced in 
those early years,” said 
Hillson.

He was 23 when he 
started and said he has 
missed a few Gopher 50s 
on the way to 2022.

Standing alongside 
his No. 72, Hillson said 
he was his own pit man 
in this year’s race. He 
said he often gets help 
in the pits from friends 
and family.

Asked if his wife Kim 
assists him in the pits, 
Hillson smiled and said, 
“She says she works 
hard enough during the 
week.”

Other than entering 
the Gopher 50, Hillson 
says he is racing exclu-
sively at the Chateau 

Speedway in Lansing 
on weekends.

Hillson finished 
third in points at 
Lansing last year. He 
said he has only raced 
seven times at Lansing 
this year. He drives an 
MB Custom vehicle that 
resembles a Chevrolet 
that powers up to 650 
horsepower.

Hillson has worked 
in the auto repair and 
auto parts areas for a 
sum total of 45 years. He 
logged 30 years at Krejci 
Ford until it closed two 
years ago.

“I miss the people,” 
he admitted.

Hillson now works 
as a machinist at 
Heavy Metal, located 
on Highway 30 between 
Blooming Prairie and 
Hayfield.

“I wanted to try 
something different,” 
he said.

Race director Jerry 
Ingvalson said it is al-
ways nice to see a local 
racer entered in the Go-
pher 50. He said accom-
plished stock car racer 
Mark Noble of Blooming 
Prairie did not race in 
this year’s Gopher 50, 
having retired.

During his racing 
career, Hillson said, he 

has raced against Mark 
Noble and Mark’s father 
David Noble. Hillson 
said he started out 
racing by helping the 
Nobles.

Mark “usually got 
the best of me,” Hillson 
confessed.

The first two Gopher 
50s were held at Cha-
teau in Lansing. The 
race then was moved 
to the Steele County 
Fairgrounds in Owaton-
na where it stayed until 
2005 when it was moved 
to the Deer Creek 
Speedway.

This year’s Gopher 50 
featured Lucas Oil late 
model Dirt Series and 
USRA modifieds. The 
purse was $50,000 for 
the three-day race on 
July 7, 8 and 9.

Jim Chisholm is 
the leader in 2022 Deer 
Creek Speedway Modi-
fied Point Standings.

Brandon Sheppard 
of New Berlin, Ill. is the 
leader in 2022 Lucas Oil 
Late Model Dirt Series 
Point Standings.

Johnny Scott of Las 
Cruces, N.M. is the 
point leader in 2022 
Lucas Oil MLRA Late 
Model Series Point 
Standings.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
With the throttle up, Blooming Prairie race car driver Doug Hillson raced in the Hot Laps contest at the 
Gopher 50 at the Deer Creek Speedway in Spring Valley last weekend.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie race car driver Doug Hillson is 
shown by #72, which he drove in the Gopher 50 
last weekend. Hillson races weekly at the Chateau 
Speedway in Lansing.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kadden Kath of Ellendale set a new record at the Chateau Speedway Friday night. 
He came in with a time of 16.338/73.441 in the second lap of his heat win. He also 
captured the WISSOTA Midwest Modified feature win.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

COLLECTOR.  WE ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT.  ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

M A N U F A C T U R E R S 
BANK & TRUST COM-
PANY, formerly known as 
Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming 
Prairie, Mortgagee

DUNLAP & SEEGER, P. 
A.

By /e/ Paul W. Bucher 
  
Paul W. Bucher
Attorney Registration  
No. 123237
Attorneys for Mortgagee
30 Third Street  
Southeast, Suite 400
Post Office Box 549
Rochester, Minnesota 
55903-0549
Telephone:  
(507) 288-9111
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FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO  
VERIFICATION OF THE 
DEBT AND IDENTITY 

OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE 

TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
September 23, 2005

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $75,001.00

MORTGAGOR(S): David 
B Cashman, an unmar-
ried person

MORTGAGEE: U.S. Bank 
National Association ND, 
n/k/a U.S. Bank National 
Association successor by 
merger to U.S. Bank Na-
tional Association ND

DATE AND PLACE 
OF FILING: Record-
ed on October 5, 2005 
as Document Number 
A000335857; as modified 
of record by document re-
corded on December 31, 
2014 as Document Num-
ber A000400213 in the 
Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele County, 
Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned 
to: None.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: The 
South 53 feet of the east 
10 feet of Lot 3, and all of 
Lot 2, Block 1, Western 
Heights Addition to the 
City of Owatonna, Minne-
sota, Steele County, Min-
nesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 338 STATE 
AVE, OWATONNA, MN 
55060

COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCAT-
ED: Steele County, Min-
nesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$33,105.79

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
None

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: U.S. Bank 
National Association ND, 
n/k/a U.S. Bank National 
Association successor by 
merger to U.S. Bank Na-
tional Association ND

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: U.S. Bank Na-
tional Association

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER: 17-
163-0102

T R A N S A C T I O N 
AGENT’S MORTGAGE 
IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER: None

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been insti-
tuted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining se-
cured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceed-
ing has been instituted, 
that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein 
has been returned unsat-
isfied, in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: August 09, 2022 at 
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actual-
ly paid by the mortgag-
ee, on the premises and 

the costs and disburse-
ments allowed by law.  
The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or 
assigns is twelve (12) 
months from the date of 
sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: 
Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption 
is reduced by judicial or-
der, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. 
on August 9, 2023.

THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: June 08, 2022

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:
/s/ N. Kibongni  
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, 
Esq.
*Sung Woo Hong, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(22-0536-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 

COLLECTOR.
6/22T6

NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO  
VERIFICATION OF THE 
DEBT AND IDENTITY 

OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE 

TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
August 26, 2000

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $110,500.00

MORTGAGOR(S): James 
E. Lambert and Paula D. 
Lambert husband and 
wife

MORTGAGEE: Amer-
iquest Mortgage Compa-
ny, a Delaware corpora-
tion

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on 
October 2, 2000 as Doc-
ument Number A284936 
in the Office of the County 
Recorder of Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned 
to: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for JP-
Morgan Chase Bank, 
National Association 
by assignment record-
ed on January 8, 2009 
as Document Number 
A000361433 in the Office 
of the County Recorder 
of Steele County, Minne-
sota; thereafter assigned 
to JPMC Specialty Mort-
gage LLC by assignment 
recorded on October 16, 
2015 as Document Num-
ber A000404591 in the 
Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele County, 
Minnesota; thereafter 

assigned to U.S. Bank 
Trust, N.A. as Trustee for 
LSF9 Master Participa-
tion Trust by assignment 
recorded on September 
7, 2016 as Document 
Number A000409470 in 
the Office of the County 
Recorder of Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota; thereafter 
assigned to J.P. Morgan 
Mortgage Acquisition 
Corp. by assignment re-
corded on September 
5, 2018 as Document 
Number A000420073 in 
the Office of the County 
Recorder of Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota; thereafter 
assigned to Goldman 
Sachs Mortgage Compa-
ny by assignment record-
ed on January 11, 2019 
as Document Number 
A000421942 in the Office 
of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minneso-
ta; thereafter assigned to 
U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely 
as owner trustee for Leg-
acy Mortgage Asset Trust 
2018-RPL2 by assign-
ment recorded on Janu-
ary 11, 2019 as Document 
Number A000421943 in 
the Office of the County 
Recorder of Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: East 40 
feet of Lots 1 and 2 and 
West 40 feet of Lots 7 
and 8, all in Block 22 in 
Johnson and Company`s 
Addition to the Village of 
Medford, and vacated al-
ley adjacent to Lots 1, 2, 
7 and 8 in said Block 22, 
Steele County, Minneso-
ta.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 407 1ST 
AVENUE SOUTHWEST, 
MEDFORD, MN 55049

COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCAT-
ED: Steele County, Min-
nesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$134,997.94

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Amer-
iquest Mortgage Compa-
ny, a Delaware corpora-
tion

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Rushmore Loan 
Management Services, 
LLC

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER: 16-
101-2201

T R A N S A C T I O N 
AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER: 
100015000420015118

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been insti-
tuted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining se-
cured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceed-
ing has been instituted, 
that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein 
has been returned unsat-
isfied, in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: August 09, 2022 at 
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actual-
ly paid by the mortgag-
ee, on the premises and 
the costs and disburse-
ments allowed by law.  
The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: 
Unless said mortgage is 

reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption 
is reduced by judicial or-
der, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. 
on February 9, 2023.

THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: June 09, 2022

U.S. BANK TRUST NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE 
FOR LEGACY MORT-
GAGE ASSET TRUST 
2018-RPL2
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:
*N. Kibongni  
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, 
Esq.
Sung Woo Hong, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(21-0317-FC02)

THIS IS A  
COMMUNICATION 

FROM A DEBT  
COLLECTOR.

6/22T6

NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: June 14, 2022

YOU ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT default has oc-
curred in the conditions 
of the following described 
Mortgage:

INFORMATION  
REGARDING  

MORTGAGE TO BE 
FORECLOSED

1. The Mortgagors are 
Peter Grubish and Mary 
Jean Grubish, spouses 
married to each other.

2. The Mortgagee is 
Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming 
Prairie, a corporation or-
ganized and existing un-
der the laws of the State 
of Minnesota, now known 
as Manufacturers Bank & 
Trust Company.

3. The Mortgage is dated 
August 24, 2015, and was 
recorded in the office of 
the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minneso-
ta, on August 31, 2015, 
as Document Number 
A000403839.

4. The Mortgage has not 
been assigned.

INFORMATION 
REGARDING 
MORTGAGED 

PREMISES
5. The tax parcel iden-
tification number of the 
mortgaged premises is 
05-014-1001.

6. The legal description of 
the mortgaged premises is:

All that part of the North-
east Quarter (NE¼) of 
Section 14, Township 106 
North, Range 20 West, 
Steele County, Minneso-
ta, described by:  Com-
mencing at the Northeast 
corner of said Northeast 
Quarter; thence North 
90°00’ West, assumed 
bearing, 591.00 feet 
along the North line of 
said Northeast Quarter 
to the True Point of Be-
ginning; thence North 
90°00’ West 535.00 feet 

along the North line of 
said Northeast Quarter; 
thence South 00°00’ East 
639.00 feet; thence South 
90°00’ East 535.00 feet; 
thence North 0°00’ West 
639.00 feet to said True 
Point of Beginning.

Subject to a public high-
way easement along the 
north line thereof.

7. The physical street ad-
dress, city, and zip code 
of the mortgaged premis-
es is 2263 Southeast 68th 
Street, Owatonna, Minne-
sota 55060.

OTHER  
FORECLOSURE  

DATA
8. The person holding the 
Mortgage is not a transac-
tion agent as defined by 
the Minnesota Residen-
tial Mortgage Originator 
and Servicer Licensing 
Act.  The name of the res-
idential mortgage servicer 
and the lender or broker, 
as defined by this Act, is 
Manufacturers Bank & 
Trust Company, formerly 
known as Farmers and 
Merchants State Bank of 
Blooming Prairie.

9. If stated on the Mort-
gage, the names of the 
residential mortgage 
originators, as defined by 
the Minnesota Residen-
tial Mortgage Originator 
and Servicer Licensing 
Act, are Farmers and 
Merchants State Bank 
of Blooming Prairie and 
Adam L. Thoen.

INFORMATION  
REGARDING  

FORECLOSURE
10. The conditions prec-
edent and requisites for 
foreclosure under the 
Minnesota Statutes on 
foreclosure by advertise-
ment have been satisfied, 
including that no action at 
law to recover the debt 
secured by the Mortgage 
is pending and that a 
default has occurred by 
which the power to sell 
has become operative.

11. The original prin-
cipal amount secured 
by the Mortgage was 
$178,000.00.

12. At the date of this No-
tice, the amount due on 
the Mortgage, including 
taxes (if any) paid by the 
holder of the Mortgage, is 
$76,394.89.

13.  Pursuant to the pow-
er of sale in the Mortgage, 
the Mortgage will be fore-
closed, and the Sheriff of 
Steele County, Minneso-
ta, will sell the mortgaged 
premises at public auction 
on August 16, 2022, at 
10:00 a.m., at the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
the Steele County Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
East Pearl Street, in the 
City of Owatonna, Minne-
sota.

14. The time allowed by 
law for redemption by the 
Mortgagor or the person-
al representatives or as-
signs of the Mortgagor is 
12 months after the date 
of sale.

15. If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied sin-
gle-family dwelling, the 
time to vacate the prop-
erty if the Mortgage is 
not reinstated under Min-
nesota Statutes, section 
580.30, or if the property 
is not redeemed under 
Minnesota Statutes, sec-
tion 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. 
on the 16th day of August 
2023.

16. THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGORS’ PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.

THIS COMMUNICA-
TION IS FROM A DEBT 

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 

THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 
DEBT AND IDENTITY 

OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVID-
ED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 

ACTION.

Notice is hereby given 
that default has occurred 
in conditions of the follow-
ing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
January 25, 2018
 
MORTGAGOR: Logan M. 
Vincent, a single man

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:

Recorded: January 25, 
2018

Steele County Recorder

Document #: A000416707

ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: 

Said mortgage was 
assigned to NewRez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing on April 14, 
2020 and said assign-
ment was recorded on 
April 28, 2020 and given 
document 
number A000428763.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:

LOT 9, IN BLOCK 2, 
ORIGINAL PLAT OF 
VILLAGE OF BLOOM-
ING PRAIRIE (LOCAT-
ED IN THE NW 1/4 OF 
THE SE OF SECTION 
25-105-19), STEELE 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA.

PARCEL ID #: 
14-100-0209

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
220 2nd Street NE, 
Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc. 

TRANSACTION AGENT 
ID NO.: 1006919-
1000043642-0

CURRENT MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: NewRez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing

COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: $90,350.00

AMOUNT DUE AND 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE 
AS OF DATE OF NO-
TICE, INCLUDING TAX-
ES, IF ANY PAID BY 
MORTGAGEE: 
$97,939.86

That prior to the 
commencement of this 
mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee 
complied with all notice 
requirements as 
required by statute; that 
no Mortgagors have been 
released from financial 
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We all want to live long lives. We all expect to 
live long lives. But are we financially prepared for 
this longevity?

Before we get to the issue of preparation, let’s 
look at a couple of interesting findings from a 
2022 survey by Age Wave and Edward Jones:

1.  The surveyed retirees said, on average, they 
expect to live to 89, and they said the ideal 
length of retirement is 29 years.

2.  When asked if they want to live to 100, nearly 
70% of the respondents said “yes.” The main 
reason for this desire for long life? To spend 
more years with their family and friends.

Of course, none of us can see into the future 
and know how long we’ll be around. But with ad-
vances in medical care and a greater awareness 
of healthy lifestyles, these aspirations have a real 
basis in reality.

However, if you’re going to enjoy a longer lifes-
pan, and the extra years with your loved ones, 
you need to ensure your finances are also in good 
shape. How can you make this happen?

Here are some basic steps to follow:

• Save and invest early and often. This may 
be the oldest piece of financial advice, but it’s still 
valid. The earlier you start saving and investing for 
your retirement, the greater your potential accu-
mulation. Consider this: If you began saving just 
$5,000 per year at age 25, and earned a hypothet-
ical 6.5% annual rate of return, and didn’t take any 
early withdrawals, you’d end up with $935,000 by 
the time you reached 65. But if you waited until 
35 to start saving and investing, and you earned 
the same hypothetical 6.5% return – again with 
no early withdrawals – you’d only end up with 
$460,000. And if you didn’t start saving until 45, 
you’d end up with just over $200,000, again given 
the same 6.5% return.

• Be mindful of debt. You may not  want to 
be burdened with certain debts when you enter 
retirement. So, while you’re still working, try to 
reduce unwanted debts, particularly those that 
don’t offer the financial benefits of tax-deduct-
ible interest payments. The lower your debt load, 
the more you can save and invest for the future.

• Keep reviewing your progress. It’s important 
to monitor the progress you need to make toward 
achieving your goal of a comfortable retirement. 
Over the short term, your investment balances 
may fluctuate, especially in volatile financial mar-
kets such as we’ve seen in the early part of this 
year. But you’ll get a clearer picture of your situa-
tion if you look at long-term results. For example, 
have your accounts grown over the past 10 years 
as much as you had planned? And going forward, 
do you think you’re in good shape, or will you need 
to make some changes to your investment strat-
egy? Keep in mind that, if you’re 50 or older, you 
can make “catch-up” contributions to your IRA and 
401(k) that allow you to exceed the regular limits. 
You may also want to adjust your investment mix 
as you near retirement to potentially lower your 
risk exposure.

Hopefully, you will enjoy many years of a 
healthy, happy retirement. And you can help sup-
port this vision by carefully considering your fi-
nancial moves and making the ones that are right 
for you.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Prepare yourself for a 
long retirement

edwardjones.com
Member SPIC

Jeffrey M. Hall
Financial Advisor

143 W. Bridge St.
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-446-0150
jeffrey.hall@edwardjones.com

To learn more, call today.

Solution to Crossword: 
FORCEFUSSSPOT
AVIANOMITEACH
RETROGRADEANTI
ERASUREEARHEN

GIFTLEGATE
OVERHERETHEN
PACEFOREHANDED
ELOPENBCBELLO
DELEGATIONREST

OARSUNAWARES
ANGLESMOVE
LIITUBMARSHAL
INCHMOBILEHOME
BEAUEARSNOSES
ISLEDRATTEENS

ACROSS
1 Word with "task"

or "air"
6 Nit-pick

10 Difficult position
14 Pertaining to 

birds
15 Leave out
16 Apiece
17 Mercury in 

______
19 Prefix with body

or freeze
20 Deletion
21 Bud holder?
23 Mother ___
24 Birthday buy
26 Official emissary
28 Arm waver's 

shout
32 Now partner
33 Go to and fro
34 Type of tennis 

stroke
38 Run off together
40 SNL network 65 Corn units 10 Coral or Caspian 36 Ultimatum word
41 Maria of "Coyote 66 Facial features 11 Spare change 37 Morse code 

Ugly" 67 ___ of Capri seeker symbols
42 Representative 68 "Fiddlesticks!" 12 Duo quadrupled 39 Plumed wading 

group 69 HS students 13 Yours, in old bird
45 Take a breather days 43 Type of name
46 Dinghy pair DOWN 18 "Good ___!" 44 Part of USNA
47 Bad way to be 1 Meter reading 22 Detox locale 48 "As if that ___ 

caught 2 Word after 25 Element No. 65 enough...."
49 They might be "bowl" or "brim" 27 Biological 49 Suspect's out

acute or obtuse 3 Comic Rudner classes 50 Dressed to the 
51 "Get a ___ on!" 4 Benjamin Orr 28 Newspaper _____
52 52, in old Rome vehicles? piece 54 Wild pig
53 Soaking spot 5 Ample 29 Low-lying area 56 Sneaker, e.g.
55 Matt Dillon, e.g. 6 Head position 30 Environment- 57 Water carrier
60 Mark of a ruler 7 Mia in "Pulp related 58 Prayer ending
62 Dwelling in a Fiction" 31 Nullify, as a law 59 Amount to make 

park, often 8 Potatoes, maybe 35 Janet Yellen, do with
64 Mr. Bridges 9 Kind of US e.g. 61 Old TV knob

bomber 63 Bikini part
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 

THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 

DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 

on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday. 

11. In order to comply with 
Minn. Stat. Section 580.025, 
the undersigned hereby 
states that the following 
information is correct to the 
best of its knowledge: 
(a) The street address and 
tax identification number of 
the mortgaged property: 

 1173 Austin Road 
 Owatonna, Minnesota 

55060 
 Tax Identification Number: 

 17-015-3111 
 
(b) Transaction agent and 
transaction agent’s mortgage 
identification number: N/A 
 (c) Residential mortgage 
servicer, broker and/or 
originator: 
N/A 

FORECLOSURE

obligation on said 
Mortgage; that no action 
or proceeding has been 
instituted by law to re-
cover that debt secured 
by said Mortgage, or 
any part thereof; that all 
conditions precedent to 
foreclose of the Mortgage 
and acceleration of the 
debt secures thereby 
have been fulfilled;

PURSUANT to the power 
of sale therein contained, 
said Mortgage will be 
foreclosed and the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: September 8, 

2022 at 10:00 am

PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Law Enforcement 

Center 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, MN 

55060

to pay the debt the debt 
then secured by the 
Mortgage, and taxes, if 
any, on said premises, 
and the costs and dis-
bursements, including at-
torneys' fees allowed by 
law, subject to redemp-
tion within six (6) months 
from the date of sale by 
the mortgagor, their 
personal representatives 
or assigns.

DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  The date 
on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the 
mortgage is not rein-
stated under Minnesota 
Statutes section 580.30 
of the property redeemed 
under Minnesota Stat-
utes 
sections 580.23 is 
February 25, 2023 at 
11:59 p.m.  If the f
oregoing date is Satur-
day, Sunday, or a legal 
holiday, then the date 
to vacate is the next busi-
ness day at 11:59 p.m.

MORTGAGOR 
RELEASED FROM 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR'S 
PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT.  
ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Dated: July 1, 2022
NewRez LLC d/b/a 

Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing

Mortgagee

Kenneth J. Johnson 
Minnesota State Bar 
No. 0246074
Johnson, Blumberg & 
Associates, LLC
Attorney for Mortgagee
230 W. Monroe St., 
Ste. 1125
Chicago, IL 60606
Phone 312-541-9710
Fax 312-541-9711 7.20-8.17

(d) Lender: Wells Federal 
Bank, fsb a Federally 
chartered savings bank. 
 
12. This is an attempt to 
collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose. 

Dated: June 17, 2022 
Citizens Community 

Federal, N.A. successor by 
merger with Wells Federal 

Bank, fsb, a Federally 
chartered savings bank 

By:_/s/ David A. Lutz 
David A. Lutz 

Attorney for Mortgagee 
120 South 6th Street, Suite 

1515 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612-424-2110 
7.6T6

Notice is hereby given that the Leo Augusta 
Children’s Academy will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, August 1st, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. at 
824 Center Ave North, Blooming Prairie. 

This will be an informational meeting to 
discuss the Academy equipment and 
furnishings needs, including economic and 
environmental impacts, service area, 
alternatives to the project, and potential 
funding sources, including USDA Rural 
Development. All residents and property 
owners within the Blooming Prairie area are 
encouraged to attend.

Public Hearing Notice

THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW 

IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION. YOU ARE 

HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT: 

1. Default has occurred 
in the conditions of the 
mortgage dated October 14, 
2011, executed by Kevin E. 
Prestegard, a single person, 
as Mortgagor(s), to Wells 
Federal Bank, fsb a federally 
chartered savings bank, as 
Mortgagee(s), and filed for 
record October 19, 2011, 
in the Office of the County 
Recorders, Steele County, 
Minnesota as document 
number A380702. 

2. The Mortgage has been 
assigned as follows: n/a. 

3. The maximum principal 
amount secured by the 
Mortgage was: $20,000.00. 

4. No action or proceeding 
at law is now pending to 
recover the debt secured by 
the Mortgage, or any part 
thereof. 

5. The holder of the 
Mortgage has complied with 
all conditions precedent to 
acceleration of the debt 
secured by the Mortgage 
and foreclosure of the 
Mortgage, and all notice 
and other requirements of 
applicable statutes. 

6. At the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the 
Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
paid by the holder of the 
Mortgage is: $26,653.46. 

7. Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, 
and the land located in 
Steele County, Minnesota 
and described as follows: 
All that part of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 15, 
Township 107 North, Range 
20 West, Steele County, 
Minnesota, described by: 
Beginning at the Southwest 
Corner of Lot 4, Alexander, 
Buxton, and Schoeneman 
Addition, Owatonna, Minne-
sota; thence North 0 degrees 
02 minutes West, assumed 
bearing, 66 feet along the 
West line of 
said Lot 4; thence North 89 

degrees 45.5 minutes West 
188 feet along a boundary 
line of said Lot 4 and its 
extension to the centerline of 
Austin Road; thence South 
31 degrees 39.25 
minutes East 77.74 feet 
along said centerline to the 
Northwest corner of Kast’s 
Addition to City of 
Owatonna, Minnesota; 
thence South 89 degrees 
45.5 minutes East 147.24 
feet along the North line of 
said Kast’s Addition to 
beginning; Subject to a 
public street easement along 
the Westerly 33 feet 
thereof. will be sold by the 
sheriff of Steele County, 
Minnesota at public 
auction on Thursday, August 
18, 2022 at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m., at the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
E. Pearl Street, Owatonna, 
MN 55060. 

8. The time allowed by 
law for redemption by the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagor’s 
personal representatives or 
assigns is 6 months 
after the date of sale. 

9. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED. 

10. Unless the mortgage is 
reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, the 
mortgagor and/or its assigns 
must vacate the property by 
11:59 p.m. on February 18, 
2023, or the next business 
day if the forgoing date falls 
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Always local, All the time.
NEED CASH? I give 
free appraisals of your 
older coins from 1964 
and older. I am also 
looking to buy older 
coins such as silver 
dollars, halves, quar-
ters, dimes, and Indian 
Head cents. Please call 
Ron from Hayfield at 
507-477-2427 or 507-
259-6460. TFN

BIG 4 BEDROOM, 3 
bath, 2-car garage with 
opener. All new inside 
including all new ap-
pliances. AVAILABLE 
NOW. References, 
deposit, and one year 
lease required. $1,500/
month. 507-374-2204 
or 507-951-1085.  
 12/30TFN

FIELD ROCKS: $10 
per load. Great for 
landscaping. You load. 
South of Kasson. 507-
273-9678 6/9T8pd

                                         
HUGE SALE! 50% 
off all vinyl records, 
CD’S & Music-related 
items! Plus, 25% off all 
musical instruments! 
Held July 21 – July 27. 
Open Mon – Thur 1pm 

Part-Time Milk Hauler 
- 2 days per week. 
Need Class B license 
with tanker 
endorsement. Please 
call Darel Dinse 
507-456-3435
 7.6-20

SEMCAC is currently 
accepting applications 
for a Food Shelf Man-
ager, 20.5 hours per 
week, at the Kasson 
Contact Center.  Partial 
job duties are lifting, 
data entry, processing 
paperwork, inventory 
and food ordering, 
managing volunteers 
and staff. Microsoft 
Office and computer 
skills are required. Full 
job description and 
application available 
at www.semcac.
org or contact Barb 

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

BARGAIN FINDERS

Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2005 Buick Lesabre and under the back of the 
vehicle there are what appears to be shock absorbers 
and they have air lines attached to them.  They both are 
leaking what I assume is oil and I hear a noise that lasts 
for about four minutes each time I start the car. This noise 
used to last only about 10 seconds if it happened at all. I 
have several questions. Does this mean the shocks are 
bad? Is the noise I hear the air compressor that fills the 
shocks? Can I let it go for a while because it seems to still 
ride well? How expensive is it to repair this problem? 
                                                                                                                             

Thank you, Gary, in Sheldon Iowa.

Dear Gary,
You have load leveling shock absorbers in back which 
means they not only control the firmness of the ride but 
they level out the vehicle when extra weight is added to it. 
When a shock leaks or the vehicle has excessive bounce, 
it is an indication of the need for replacement.  Oil is used 
in the dampening of the shock and when it leaks out the 
shock can no longer control the bounce compromising 
your safety. If you leave the shocks the way they are the 
compressor which you hear running will eventually burn 
out and be very expensive to fix. These shocks are usu-
ally available at most parts stores for a reasonable price 
and take about one hour to replace. 
                                                                                                                                                      

    The Motor Medics.

Dear Motor Medics,
 Our 16-year-old twins have just started to drive and we’re 
a little worried. We took your advice about finding a used 
car and having it inspected before we purchased it and 
were able to negotiate repairs for some safety issues on 
one of them before we took possession so we are ok with 
the cars. What we are worried about is that in addition to 
the car we supplied our children with new cell phones. We 
have lectured on the dangers of texting and driving more 
than once but with the large number of messages sent 
daily from their phones the temptation is too great. We 
have seen them texting as they drive away and pull in so 
we know it is happening. We don’t want to take away the 
phones because we feel much safer when we can contact 
them but we cannot allow them to use the phones while 
driving. Do you have any suggestions?
                                                                                                      
Thank you, Ron and Diane in Henderson Texas.

Dear Ron and Diane,
There is a device available that will disable the phone 
when their vehicles are in motion. It will shut off all func-
tions like text, email, and calls but allow 911 to be dialed 
in an emergency. The device is simple to install at home 
and if disabled it will send you an email alerting you of 
the disconnection even if it is reconnected.  The device is 
called Cell Control, internet search for it.
                                                                                                                                                      

    The Motor Medics.

Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2005 Buick Lesabre and under the back of the 
vehicle there are what appears to be shock absorbers 
and they have air lines attached to them.  They both are 
leaking what I assume is oil and I hear a noise that lasts 
for about four minutes each time I start the car. This noise 
used to last only about 10 seconds if it happened at all. I 
have several questions. Does this mean the shocks are 
bad? Is the noise I hear the air compressor that fills the 
shocks? Can I let it go for a while because it seems to still 
ride well? How expensive is it to repair this problem? 
                                                                                                                             

Thank you, Gary, in Sheldon Iowa.

Dear Gary,
You have load leveling shock absorbers in back which 
means they not only control the firmness of the ride but 
they level out the vehicle when extra weight is added to it. 
When a shock leaks or the vehicle has excessive bounce, 
it is an indication of the need for replacement.  Oil is used 
in the dampening of the shock and when it leaks out the 
shock can no longer control the bounce compromising 
your safety. If you leave the shocks the way they are the 
compressor which you hear running will eventually burn 
out and be very expensive to fix. These shocks are usu-
ally available at most parts stores for a reasonable price 
and take about one hour to replace. 
                                                                                                                                                      

    The Motor Medics.

Dear Motor Medics,
 Our 16-year-old twins have just started to drive and we’re 
a little worried. We took your advice about finding a used 
car and having it inspected before we purchased it and 
were able to negotiate repairs for some safety issues on 
one of them before we took possession so we are ok with 
the cars. What we are worried about is that in addition to 
the car we supplied our children with new cell phones. We 
have lectured on the dangers of texting and driving more 
than once but with the large number of messages sent 
daily from their phones the temptation is too great. We 
have seen them texting as they drive away and pull in so 
we know it is happening. We don’t want to take away the 
phones because we feel much safer when we can contact 
them but we cannot allow them to use the phones while 
driving. Do you have any suggestions?
                                                                                                      
Thank you, Ron and Diane in Henderson Texas.

Dear Ron and Diane,
There is a device available that will disable the phone 
when their vehicles are in motion. It will shut off all func-
tions like text, email, and calls but allow 911 to be dialed 
in an emergency. The device is simple to install at home 
and if disabled it will send you an email alerting you of 
the disconnection even if it is reconnected.  The device is 
called Cell Control, internet search for it.
                                                                                                                                                      

    The Motor Medics.

Dear Motor Medics,
I'm in the market for a car, a sporty car, a fast-sporty car. 
Yeah, that's what I'm looking for.  I'm no mechanic but I'm 
mechanically inclined from listening to Under The Hood 
before that I just drove.  I seem to be getting a common 
denominator between all the models I look at, besides 
the high insurance cost and price tag. What I'm talking 
about is they all require premium fuel. I've never owned a 
car that needed premium fuel in any of the cars I've had 
but they were never this level of vehicle.  Premium fuel is 
expensive, do I have to use it or is that just a gimmick or 
some deal the car guys made with the oil companies to 
make extra money? Thanks guys!
                                                                                                                             

Trevor in Denver, Colorado

Dear David,
I like the way you think, about the type of car that is. A 
fast-sporty car sounds like fun but there are a few things 
you will need to sacrifice to own one, money, money, 
and money. What you’re after will need more expensive 
insurance, more expensive upkeep, and more expensive 
payments. The upkeep part is very important if you want 
your investment to last. The premium fuel is needed due 
to the higher compression and if not used the mileage will 
suffer and the engine can be damaged by detonation that 
can destroy pistons.  Sorry, they’re not just trying to make 
the oil companies happy. 
                                                              

Take Care, The Motor Medics.

Dear Motor Medics,
Our 2004 Pontiac Grand Am is giving me trouble. It's my 
daughter's car and yesterday when she left work at five, 
she couldn't get the key to turn on. She said it was like it 
was the wrong key, she has two keys and she tried both. 
We had the car towed and they ended up replacing the 
ignition switch with a brand-new part. I assume it was a 
quality part because we were at a dealership. Now two 
weeks later we are having the same issue with the key 
sticking but if you wiggle it just a little bit it will turn on. I 
took it back to the shop and they can't verify the sticking 
issue because it only fails every few days then works fine 
for a while. Do you think the switch is bad again and why 
won't they just give me another one? 
                                                                                                       

          Martin in Nebraska City, Nebraska

Dear Martin,
 Yes you may have a repeat bad switch, but you could 
also have a bad cable from the shifter to the ignition lock 
cylinder. They don't want to replace the switch again if it's 
not bad and you don't want to have to come back again 
when it still won't work. Work with them and get some 
options so you get it resolved. Next, get that other key off 
her ring. Using the wrong key in a GM lock can damage it 
so eliminate that possibility.
                                                                                                                                                      
                    
  

The Motor Medics.

                                     Week of July 10, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

FARM EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

PETS FOR SALE

AUCTIONS

USE HAPPY JACK® 
Kennel Dip as an area spray to control 
Lyme disease ticks,  eas, stable  ies, 
& mosquitoes where they breed. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com) 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

BEAUTIFUL LOG SIDED HOME 
Park Rapids, MN. Stone  replace, 
detached garage, 6.3 acres. Sold at auc-
tion with no reserve! Bidding opens 
July 10th. Visit JokelaAuction.com

OWN TILLABLE 
AND TIMBER LAND? 

Earn $3,000-$5,000 every year. #1 
Hunting lease company in America.
Upfront payments from hunters. 
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982

GROW YOUR OWN BEEF 
Two beautiful second calf longhorn cows 
with calves and two yearlings. Great 
starter herd all for $5,000. Delivery pos-
sible 320/287-1853 or 320/760-2984

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DIRECTV STREAM 
Carries the most local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for 12 
months. Stream on 20 devices in your 
home at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 off  for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

Advertise here statewide in 210+ newspapers FOR only  
$279 per week! Call 800-279-2979 or this newspaper
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per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
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Blooming Prairie Public Schools 
is accepting applications for a 

full-time high school custodian. 
Hours are from 2:00-10:30 p.m. 
Request an application by calling 

507-583-4426, ext. 431
or complete the online application 

located at

https://www.blossoms.k12.mn.u 
s/page/4458 

Deadline for applications is 
August 1, 2022, or open until filled.

Thompson at barb.
thompson@semcac.
org or 507-864-8202. 
Applications must be 
postmarked by July 27, 
2022.  EOE    

CAREGIVER for dis-
abled female in north-
west Rochester. Every 
OTHER Sunday, day-
shift 10-12 HOURS. 
No heavy lifting. Will 
train. $14.40/ hr. 507-
289-2756  30-31pd

THE HAYFIELD 
AMERICAN LEGION 
is looking for an indi-
vidual or individuals 
to fill the position of 
restaurant cook/man-
ager and bar manager. 
If interested in one 
or both contact: Pat 
507-421-4770. Stan 
507-272-3102 or Craig 
507-272-0891.  

INSTALLATION AND 
SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN:  
KMTelecom, an
Independent Telecom-
munications company 
located in Kasson, MN 
is seeking a full-time, 
Service Technician.  
Primary position
responsibilities include 
the installation and 
maintenance of
Customer Broadband, 

– 4:30pm & Sat 11am. 
Only at Dano’s Con-
signment Store 32 E 
Main St., Dodge Cen-
ter. WANTED: Acorn 
& Black Walnut buy-
ers. Contact Agnes for 
more information 507-
261-5902.                  

PUPPIES FOR SALE: 
Australian Cattle Dog 
/ Blue Heelers. Born 
April 6. 4 Male, 3 fe-
male. $400.00. 507-
438-2490.                                          

Television, Phone and 
PBX services.  Other
responsibilities include 
locating, splicing and 
troubleshooting fiber 
and copper facilities.  
Experience preferred 
but also willing to train 
a hardworking and 
motivated individual.  
The individual must be 
a self-starter, have the 
ability to problem
solve and possess 
strong technical and 
communication skills.  
We offer competitive 
wages and an 
excellent benefit 
program.  Please 
submit your resume 
to KMTelecom, ATTN: 
Human Resources, 18 
2nd Ave NW, Kasson, 
MN 55944 or email to 
hr@kmtel.com.

FOR SALE Large 
round bales of grass 
hay. $30 each. 
Southeast of Kasson.  
507-696-8798     

WOODEN SPOOLS 
13” x 17” $5, 21” x 
28” $10, cabinet with 
drawer, cabinet with 
door both 29”+ x 24”w 
x 14”d $5 each. 
507-477-3255.        
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Musical acts 
to perform in 
Beer Garden

The Coors Lite 
Stage, in the Beer 
Garden at the 
Steele County 

Free Fair, will be providing 
some more great entertain-
ment at this year’s fair.

The fair welcomes the 
return of Arch Allies spon-
sored by Ludwig Financial 
on Tuesday, Aug. 16. Wednes-
day, Aug. 17 will be the John-
ny Holm Band sponsored by 
Christian Brothers Cabinets. 
Thursday, Aug. 18 Street 
Talk will be playing and 
sponsored by C4 Cabinets. 
Friday at 3 p.m. is Travis 
Thamert followed by Shag at 
8:30 p.m. sponsored by Pre-
mier Bank. Saturday, Aug. 
20 at 3 p.m. is Led Penny fol-
lowed by Mason Dixon Line 
at 8:30 p.m. sponsored by 
Paffrath Jewelers. Sunday, 
Aug. 21 is the Dan Stursa 
Band at 1 cp.m. followed by 
The White Keys at 6:30 p.m. 
and sponsored by Ritchie 
Brothers Auctioneers.

A complete schedule of all 
entertainment at the fair can 
be found on the fair website; 
scff.org or you can pick up a 
schedule at food stores and 
other businesses throughout 
Steele County.

Mega Rides
Mega Ride tickets for 

the fair are on sale Friday, 
July 15 through Aug. 16 at 5 
p.m. at Hy-Vee in Owatonna. 
Tickets are $55 and entitle 
the wearer of the wrist band 
to unlimited rides the entire 
week of the fair on the Gold-
star Midway.

Wrist bands will be 
attached on the first day of 
the fair beginning at 1 p.m. 
at the midway ticket office. 
Mega ride tickets must be 
purchased by 5 p.m. on the 
first day of the fair and can 
be redeemed throughout the 
week of the fair.

Wayne Steele is vice 
president and publicity di-
rector for the Steele County 
Free Fair.

Fair mascots in it for the people
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

About 10 years 
ago, Don Mc-
Cann worked 
with a group of 

people who volunteered to 
play mascots Steely and Stel-
la during the Steele County 
Free Fair, held this year 
Aug. 16-21.

Over time, they dropped 
out—but. McCann stuck 
with it. He now appears as 
Steely in parades and local 
events.

“I just enjoy the people 
you meet,” he said. “The re-
actions are priceless. That’s 
what keeps me going.”

Steely and Stella vol-
unteers are often married 
couples. McCann said he 
worked with his wife for a 
year. After she dropped out, 
he had other partners for 
several years.

“Right now, I’m kind of on 
my own,” he said. “You get 
the people who ask, ‘Where’s 
Stella?’.”

The answer, he said, is 
simple: “She’s still in the 
barn.”

Steely draws lots of atten-
tion from kids, but adults 
can be just as excited to give 
him a hug and get a picture. 
For many, the mascots bring 
back fond childhood memo-
ries of having a good time at 
the Steele County Free Fair.

Volunteers who play 
Steely and Stella typically 
take shifts during the event, 
with three or four couples 
working each day. They’ll 
walk around certain areas 
of the fairgrounds, like the 

midway and grandstand, 
and take part in some of the 
activities.

While McCann enjoys 
the experience, the costume 
has a few drawbacks. For 
one thing, it’s not the coolest 
place to be in the middle of 
August, when temperatures 
climb into the 80s and 90s.

“You have a fan and ice 
packs, but it gets pretty 
warm,” he said.

The large head also 
creates visibility issues. 

McCann said he sometimes 
can’t see the smaller chil-
dren who crowd around and 
may dive in for a hug.

“It’s usually about belt 
high that you get hit,” he 
said, laughing.

McCann has also learned 
that even getting a picture 
with a Steely fan isn’t as easy 
as it looks. The animal head’s 
eyes are well above his own, 
so when he looked at people’s 
faces, Steely was staring up 
into space.

“You have to look at their 
feet, so the head is looking at 
the camera,” he said. “I get a 
lot of views of people’s feet.”

Richard Dalen, the orig-
inal Steely, created a few 
rules for Steely and Stella. 
They usually have someone 
walking with them and are 
not supposed to talk, Mc-
Cann said. But the biggest 
part of the job is just meeting 
people at Steele County Free 
Fair ambassadors.

“It’s rewarding for me,” 
McCann said. “The kids 
get so excited; they give you 
hugs and high fives. It just 
warms your heart.”

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering to portray Steely 
or Stella should contact 
Rhonda Bennett in the fair 
office.

Ticket sales good; booths, barns full for upcoming fair
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

With less than a month to 
go, it is, as Scott Kozelka said, 
“go time.”

Updates about every area 
of the Steele County Free Fair 
indicated people and plans 
are in place for Minnesota’s 
largest county fair, which 
kicks off Aug. 16. The Board of 
Directors met last week to talk 
about the progress.

More than 90% of the 
booth space available at Four 
Seasons Centre is filled, and 
“calls are coming in like 
crazy,” said Rhonda Bennett, 
administrative assistant at the 
Fair office.

Ticket sales for events at 

the grandstand are also going 
well, said Director Jim Abbe.

More than 1,400 tickets 
have been sold, bringing in 
more than $36,000 — “way 
ahead of last year,” said Kozel-
ka, who serves as fair manag-
er. Those sales and subsequent 
dollars are necessary to bring 
big-name entertainment.

Maddie & Tae will perform 
Aug. 17; Hairball performs 
Aug. 18; Joe Nichols takes the 
stage Aug. 19.

In addition to the musical 
acts, a classic antique tractor 
pull, rodeo, and demolition 
derby will round out the 
grandstand events.

The animal buildings will 
be full — Minnesota’s tem-
porary poultry ban has been 

lifted after cases of avian flu 
dropped.

Rabbits, too, will be 
allowed. A scare about rabbit 
hemorrhagic disease virus, 
which has been found in wild 
and domestic rabbits, had the 
Minnesota Animal Board of 
Health worried, but nothing 
developed.

Registration numbers for 
4-H projects are up, as well, 
said Director Tracy Ignasze-
wski, with 475 members — 
about 75 more than last year.

Perhaps most importantly, 
the bank account is solid, said 
Treasurer Tim Arlt, thanks 
to more events held in the 
off-season.

“Things are looking really 
good as we go hot and heavy 

into the fair,” he said. “So far, 
it’s been a good year. I think 
we’ll make some money.”

Mega Ride tickets, which 
allow unlimited rides on 
the midway, are on sale now 
through 5 p.m. Aug. 16. They 
are available at Hy-Vee in 
Owatonna for $55 each.

Other ride specials will be 
sponsored each day at the fair, 
with tickets sold on-site.

The theme for 2023’s Steele 
County Free Fair has been 
decided but will remain under 
wraps until the first day of 
this year’s event.

The SCFF Board will  
meet again at noon Aug. 4 to 
tie up any loose ends before 
the Fair officially begins at  
5 p.m. Aug. 16.

Steely’s Insights
WAYNE STEELE

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Steely and Stella, the popular mascots of the Steele County Free Fair, are making the rounds 
promoting the upcoming fair. They recently dazzled crowds in the Fourth of July parade in 
Blooming Prairie.

“The kids get so excited… they give you hugs 
and high fives. It just warms your heart.”

Steely (Don McCann)
Fair Mascot
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