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[Our view

A home run

The blizzard of 2017. Such a small swath
of winter in the bigger scheme of life, but it
affected all of us in its path.

It changed lives.

It brought death.

The Cities didn’t see it, those to the south
didn’t experience it. A small band affected
counties in Southeastern Minnesota and
gave a special winter performance.

Growing up a hundred years ago, some-
thing like this would have devastated. But
living here in this era of technology and
knowledge, we knew it was coming. Oh,
there were those who kept saying, “I don’t
believe the weathermen and the forecasts,”
but it came anyway.

Our words couldn’t stop the wheels set
in motion and the 36 hours of our destiny.
There were cars stuck in ditches, stretches
of roads totally impassable, accidents and
even deaths.

Some things we could see coming. Others
took us by surprise. And in a moments time,
things were changed.

We would like to step out to send kudos
to all those who couldn’t take a snow day.
The police officers who had to step out of
cruisers into a blustery Minnesota night.
The letter carriers who stayed true to their
creed. The repair men who investigated fur-
naces without heat and homes without light.
The ambulance drivers and first responders
who somehow made it to the crashes. And
the media who kept the streams of informa-
tion coming, standing on icy overpasses and
along roads which had disappeared under
the mounds of snow.

Everyone has a story to tell about this past
week. Some stories are magical, some are
miracle and some are tragic.

The great thing about living in Minnesota is
the attitude of people who do their jobs and
others who do jobs that they are not nec-
essarily called to do. People snowblowing a
neighbor’s driveway, checking on a shut-in
to make sure they have heat and food and
health. Braving the cold and snow to comfort
someone who has just lost a loved one.

Heroes come forth in midst of adversity.
Normal, everyday people who step up to be-
come ordinary citizens in the face of extraor-
dinary circumstances. There is a term that
is passed around quite frequently here. Min-
nesota friendly.

That is all well and good, but in the wake of
a storm, we want to thank God for the Min-
nesota strong. It is a comforting thing to live
in a place where the people know how to hit
curve balls out of the park.

A trying few days, Minnesota, but your peo-
ple hit a home run.

No sooner had the ink
dried on our newspaper
and the question came
firing at us: Why did you
publish public salaries?

A few weeks ago we
published a rundown of the
highest salaries of public
officials in Steele County.
In addition, we printed a
complete list of all employ-
ees showing their monthly
salaries for those working
for county government.

The natural ques-
tion directed at us was
why did we do this.

Taxpayers are curious,
for a variety of reasons,
as to what public servants
take home. In fact, our
inquiry began because of a
reader who contacted us and
planted the idea to publish
the salary information.

But perhaps more
importantly, it is pub-
lic information.

Government pay is pub-
lic record because taxpay-
ers pay the salaries.

Employee salaries often
make up the single larg-
est item in governments’
budgets, just as they often
are the largest expense for
a private company. Exam-
ining the information can
provide insights on how

Why we

published public
employees’ salaries

Holding government transparent

fairly governments com-
pensate public employees,
how pay for public posi-
tions compares with pay in
the private sector, how pay
varies by position and more.
In addition, knowing how
much money other people
make benefits workers and
makes the labor market more
efficient. The theory is if
people have more informa-
tion, they can make better
decisions. And that makes
for a healthier, more ef-
ficient economy and better
run government agencies.
For years pay has been
something whispered from
employer to employee. But
keeping it secret might do a
disservice to workers, man-
agers and broader economy.
Government transparency
is important. And putting out
the salaries of employees
helps build trust and trans-
parency across the board.
In some states, all em-
ployee salaries are available
online. In states like Min-
nesota where they’re not
available, newspapers have
begun compiling public
employee pay lists and
publishing them either in
the newspaper or online.
As you can imagine, mak-
ing the list available was
popular with most of our

Letters to the editor

Transportation
ideas for
Owatonna

Dear Editor,

I happened to read couple
columns of the papers, Steele
County Times dated Feb. 14,
2017 that interest me so much.

I just want to have a

provide couple units of Transit
buses to run even within the city
limits.

In order to serve the people
in the community everyday
including weekends, which
can accommodate people, like
senior citizens, people with
disabilities, and those who
would want to have a job but
cannot drive because of some
personal reasons, and which is

readers. But some public
employees weren’t so keen
about the idea. We went
ahead with the list know-
ing that doing so would not
compromise anyone’s safety.
We included names, job
titles and salaries, but noth-
ing more. No one is at a
greater risk of identity theft.
Some will make the argu-
ment that salaries of people
working in non-government
entities should also be pub-
lished. The key difference is
those people are employed by
a private company, and sala-
ries are not paid by taxpayers.
We had some readers, pre-
sumably county employees,
raise the issue why they were
signaled out and we didn’t
print salaries for Owatonna
city employees. Good point.
We are in the process of pull-
ing together the city salary list
and should have that ready
to go in a couple weeks.
I feel it’s important for
people to read our cov-
erage of the employee
salaries. After all, it’s your
money and you deserve
to see where it’s going.
Holding government trans-
parent and chasing down
public information are key
reasons why readers go in
hot pursuit of enjoying our
newspaper every week.

who are employed during the day
or working Day shift, Evening
shift, and weekend shift.

Having an access to transpor-
tation is what the people need.

When people need to go
buy their groceries, having
their medical check ups or ap-
pointments, or go to get a hair-
cut, and etc. especially the se-
nior citizens, and people with
disabilities.

CONTACT
YOUR FEDERAL
REPRESENTATIVE

Congressman Tim Walz

Washington D.C. Office
1034 Longworth House
Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-2472
Rochester Minnesota
Washington, DC Office

Mankato District Offi
527 V> South Front Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-388-2149
877-846-9259

Sen. Al Franken
Washington DC Office
309 Hart Senate
Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-5641

Rochester Offi
1202-1/2 7th Street NW
Suite 213
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 288-2003

Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Washington D.C. Office
302 Hart Senate
Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3244
Fax: 202-228-2186

Southern Offi
1130 1/2 7th Street, NW,
Room 212
Rochester, MN 55901
Main Line: 507-288-5321
Fax: 507-288-2922

Toll Free Number:
1-888-224-9043

CONTACT YOUR
AREA MAYORS

Blooming Prairie Mayor
H. Peterson
507-583-7573

Ellendale Mayor
Russ Goette
507-684-2681

Hayfield Mayor
Rich Fjerstad
507-477-3535

Medford Mayor
Lois M Nelson
507-390-4553
dinelson1167@g.com

Owatonna Mayor
Thomas Kuntz
507-774-7342
Fax: 507-444-4394
mayor@ci.owatonna.mn.us

And not only that, compa-
nies don’t need to expand their
parking areas to accommo-
date employees enough space
where to park their cars.

In the long run, each
individual members of the
family can contribute to have a
better life, and we can ensure a
healthy and prosperous future in
our community.
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March comes in like a lion

Staff photos by Emily Schoenbeck

Winter came back in full force this weekend to Steele County. More than a foot of snow fell in Blooming Prairie alone. The field on the southern edge of Owatonna
went from clear and free of winter to back under an icy blanket. Sporting events, theater performances, and school days were postponed, or even canceled,
throughout the county on Friday, Feb. 24.

Staff photo by Mark DeLap

A blizzard whipped through the county last weekend burying
communities back in snow. Residents battened down the hatches
and braced themselves for the storm.

Funding for
public works
evaluated

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

County commissioners met
last week to discuss the status
of the current public works
building project the county
is undertaking. There was
concern put forth by both the
commissioners and those in
attendance that the project is
simply too expensive.

The commissioners have
been looking to scale back the
project to a more manageable
cost, but there are concerns
about how that might affect
other  organizations  that
had agreed to help fund the
previously established project
cost.

On a positive note, if the
board chooses to scale down
the cost of the project, the
homeland security funding
will remain the same. It’s
funding from FEMA that
remains uncertain.

If they choose to downsize
the project, the county would
also need to make sure the

PUBLIC WORKS
Continued on page 10A

Support your local
school bus drivers

Staff photos by Emily Schoenbeck

Mary Lou Thurnau was thanked by a state partol officer when she was hon ed at

a gathering of school bus drivers on The First Annual Minnesota School Bus Driver
Appreciation Day. She and her fellow drivers celebrated at a lunch provided by the
Owatonna Bus Company. Full Story on 1B.

Courthouse renovations under consideration

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Repairs at the courthouse
continue to move forward.

Demo has been completed,
and the electrical and building
inspectors have made their
rounds.

The decision now needs to
be made for how the county
would like to move forward
with restoring the courthouse to
operational status. The county can
simply do the strictly necessary
repairs to bring the courthouse up
to code and get it open again, or
they can choose to take this as an
opportunity to renovate some of
the spaces inside. The issue was
debated at a special meeting called
by the county commissioners.

The different departments inside
the courthouse have put together a
wish list of items they would like
the commissioners to consider in

the coming renovations.

“A lot of the requests have to
do with making the building more
functional,” County Administrator
Elvebak said acknowledging the
building is over 200 years old.

“I think the main focus should
be getting us back in the building,”
said Commissioner Glynn.

The county already knows it
will need to update the bathrooms
to make them handicap accessible,
in keeping with ADA standards.
An OSEA inspection also
revealed the courthouse needs bat
proofing, as well a cleaning of the
current installation. There will be
an air quality test before people
are allowed back in the building.

One of the big concerns is
the set-up of the three different
courtrooms. County Attorney
Dan MclIntosh pointed out that

COURTHOUSE
Continued on page 10A

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

A special meeting was held by county commissioners to discuss the current status of the
public works project and the courthouse renovations. Commissioner Gnemi is both caes
urged for careful spending.

BP debates
Predatory
offenders
ordinance

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

At the January Blooming
Prairie city council meeting,
council members were
presented with the possibility
of an ordinance that would
place restrictions on the
residency of  predatory
offenders in city limits. The
council moved to have a draft
of the ordinance completed by
the city attorney.

The draft was presented to
the council for consideration
at the February council
meeting. The  proposed
residency restriction makes it
“unlawful for any designated
predatory offender to establish
permanent  or  temporary
residence within 1,000
feet” of locations such as
schools, childcare providers,
parks, places of worship
with educational programs,
libraries, sporting facilities,
etc. The idea is to limit them
from living near anywhere
children might reasonably be
expected to frequent.

There are several exceptions,
such as the offender being
a minor, that are included
in order to maintain the
ordinance’s constitutionality.

Several other Minnesota
communities’ restrictions were
studied to draft the ordinance.

Residency restrictions,
while increasing popular in
Minnesota communities, have
come under fire in recent years
for having no proven effect
on whether or not an offender
will reoffend, according to a
study done by the Minnesota
Department of Corrections.

There is even fear that
the instability it creates
in an offender’s life may
actually make them more
likely to reoffend, making
such restrictions counter-
productive.

The council decided to move
forward with the ordinance,
and the public hearing has
been set for March 13 at 7:00
p.m. immediately before the
next council meeting.
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Area Church Spotlight

Streetfire Ministries, Blooming Prairie

LERBERG’S
FITNESS
CENTER

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

www.minimizer.com

800-248-3855

Blooming Prairie

FLOOR
TECH:

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Sales * Service * Rentals * Leasing

800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

oster’s
/

FOR THAT HOMETOWN
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585

www.kernelrestaurant.com

Are

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna
Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696
10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie
Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie
Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor
(507) 583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope
Pastor Sandy Miller
(507) 451-3854
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School,
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN—LCMS
2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,
the Rev. Gregory Schlicker
(507) 451-4125
www.goodshephardowatonna.com
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 am. &
10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale

(507)465-8366
Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education
9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.

ST. MICHAEL’S
LUTHERAN—ELCA
30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Minister Dwight DoBell
(507) 567-2474
Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday

RED OAK GROVE
LUTHERAN—ELCA
30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin
Pastor Lindsay Stolen
(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunda;
Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
CHURCH—LCMS
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel
(507) 451-2720
www.redeemerowatonna.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
CHURCH —LCMS
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont
The Rev. Alan Broadwell
(507) 528-2404
sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net
Weekly Church Services:
Saturday Evening at 6 p.m. with Holy
Communion, Sunday Morning at
10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion

offered during the 2" and 4" Sunday

of each month. Sunday School 9:00
a.m. - 10:15 a.m. (Sept. - June)

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH—LCMS
28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
104 First St. S.E., Hayfield
The Rev. Paul Hauschild
(507) 477-2248
www.trinityhayfield.org
Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS
57403 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
(507) 567-2272
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS
202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
(507) 567-2272
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
106 Third St. S.E., Geneva
Pastor Kristen Venne
(507) 256-4288
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday

ZION LUTHERAN
CHURCH - ELCA
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Interim Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
(507) 451-2165
Worship 8:30 AM
TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—LCMS

“And he taught them many
things by parables, and said
unto them in his doctrine,

Hearken; Behold, there
went out a sower to sow.”

In the gospel of Mark,
Chapter 4, he gives us a great
teaching on sowing. At face
value, it is all about where
the seed is sown, but if you
go deeper into this parable,
you will find that he is speak-
ing specifically about seeds.

Seeds are not dead. They
are just dormant. Only when
they are planted can they
come alive and produce fruit.
The kicker is not planting
them in your pocket or in the
seed bag with all the other
seeds. There is a place they
must be planted to produce

and to increase.

The bottom line is, going
forward in your life cannot
be done in your dormancy.
You must come out of the
slumber of yesterday to be
productive in your going for-
ward.

Now, there are places that
God wants to plant us that
are not pleasant, and good
soil may be well fertilized.
No need to explain fertilizer.
It’s adverse.

Toward the end of the
chapter in Mark 4, Jesus
rises from his dormancy,
planted right there amid the
adversity of the storm and
saves the day. Was He really
that tired, or did he willingly
become the illustrated ser-

Pastor’s corner: Come out of the seed bag

mon of a man moving from
slumber to power.

Was He showing them
how timely it was for them
to move from the slumber of
their religious nature to their
ministry?

And what did He accom-
plish that day other than the
obvious fact of saving the
lives of those disciples?

He grew their faith. When
we choose to rise and plant
ourselves in difficult situa-
tions — we develop the power
to produce. It’s always been
in you, but has remained dor-
mant in the religious garb of
the seed bag. It’s not enough
to sit IN a church — you must
be planted outside of it.

It’s time to “come out from

among them” (II Corinthians
6:17) and let the sower plant
you where He wants you.
And... like the disciples in
the boat who followed Him
into the storm — when you
are following, you have no
choice as to where.

Rev. Mark DeLap
StreetFire Ministries
Blooming Prairie

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser
(507) 451-0447
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday
Education hour: 10 a.m.

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Interim Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
(507) 451-2165

Worship 10:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor
Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520 www.tlcowatonna.org
Worship Services: Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8:15 & 9:30 a.m.
Sunday: 10:45 a.m. Comtemporary
Holy Communion served
All Saturdays & 1st/3rd Sundays
8:15 & 9:30 am Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, AFLC
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor Richard Sliper
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m.
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School;
10:15 Coffee and Fellowship
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study;
6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;
6:30 p.m. Youth Group

MOLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH
7618 NE 84 Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson

(507) 789-6666
(Sept. - May) 10:45 a.m. Worship
(June - Aug.) 9:00 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Catholic

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St. Hayfield
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus
(507) 477-2256
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.
Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Thursdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC PARISH
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus
(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com
Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. Sunday.
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 First St. SW., New Richland
The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,
Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor
Fr. Jose Morales,
Parochial Vicar
(507) 451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.
with Children’s Church
Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday
Family Faith Formation and Adult
Bible Study after Mass with noon
potluck: 2nd Sunday of month Fairh
formation for Kindertgarten thru
Confirmation: every Wednesday
evening 6:30 p.m.

Annual turkey bingo, Sunday, Nov. 20
7 p.m.

SACRED HEART PARISH
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
The Rev. John Sauer
The Rev. Jose Morales,
Parochial Vicar
(507) 451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday,

8:30 am., & 10 a.m.
Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sunday
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday
Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna ¢ 507-451-4845
Fr. Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sat. Mass: 4 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.
Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass 8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri
(Communion Service 8 a.m. Thursday)
Adoration Chapel avail Mon-Fri
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. key fob
required after hrs or wknds

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford
(507) 451-6353
Fr. Kevin Connolly, Pastor
Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Monday Mass: 9 a.m.

Christ Community Covenant
Church
540 18th St. SE, Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor
507-451-1032
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Connections 10:15 a.m.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus
422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson
507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Pastors Mark & Robin DeLap
616-788-1044
www.streetfireministries.net

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Medford

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23)

Pastor Cindy Kennedy
(507) 835-8726
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena
(507) 684-2731
www.ellendaleumec.org
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Free home style meal on the first
Sunday of the month through Dec.
2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m.
followed by the free meal at
11:30 a.m. All are welcome.

OWATONNA UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor
Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org
Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

a Church Schedule

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.

Non-Denominational

BRIDGES OF HOPE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
130 East Bridge St, Owatonna,
Pastor Keith Haskell
507-215-2249
Sundays 10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship starts at 9:30 a.m.
Reformers Unamimous Meetings
Fridays at 7 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224,
Hayfield
Pastor Aaron de Neui
(507) 477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH
2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones
(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Sun 10 a.m. English Service
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone
2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study
Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHURCH
332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna
Pastor Scott Peterson
(507) 721-1366
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Gateway Connection: 6 p.m. Sunday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus
422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson
507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

SIMPLE CHURCH

Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661

Sundays 9:30
Meeting in the Country Goods
building across the
freeway from Cabela’s.
Other gatherings? Please call.

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie
Dennis Martin
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216
Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. N.W., Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner
(507) 433-9042
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m.

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
109 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Steven Robertson
(507) 477-2631
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH
2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna
Pastor Robert Brauer
(507) 340-7143
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

ucc

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED

CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
Pastor Louise Bender

(507) 451-4596
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt
(507) 684-3421
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
104 First Ave. N.E.,
Blooming Prairie
Pastor Matt Fennell
(507) 583-2673
Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
and 10 am. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

Locally Owned & Operated

237 Hwy. Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-6671

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

sLien

Buildin
ea/ﬁé

Smiles]

132 2™ Ave NE
Blooming Prairie|

507.583.6613

-“N=r>=AmIvn N=-Z0U0I-®O

FREE
CONSULTATION,

Service Center:
507-528-2233
After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158

111 Front Street
P.O. Box 282

Claremont, MN

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

1180 Frontage Rd E + Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

Vibrant Living For

Individuals 55 & Older
at a Reasonable Price

Call Jon Arnett @

455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431
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CommunityLiving

_ Obituaries

Jill H. Haubenschild, 45 of Blooming Prairie

Jill H. Haubenschild, age
45 of Blooming Prairie,
Minnesota, died suddenly
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2017, after
a brief illness in the comfort of
her home.

Jill Hermine was born
Sept. 17, 1971, in Rochester,
to John and Jean (Ramsey)
Haubenschild. She graduated
with the class of 1990 from
Blooming  Prairie  High
School. Jill loved Blooming
Prairie.

She worked in banking,
crafts, waitressed and cooked
at local restaurants, baby-sat,
worked at Budget Mart, and
often house sat and cared for
the pets of several friends. Jill
then began her career in health
care at the Blooming Prairie
Nursing Home.

It was at that time she
returned to school and
completed her training as a

certified nursing assistant
(CNA) and Trained
Medication Aid (TMA). She
then worked at the Owatonna
Hospice House, and did home
health care through the Mayo
Clinic Health System-Austin.

Jill was currently working
as a CNA at Mayo Clinic
Health System-Austin. She
was a lifelong member of First
Lutheran Church in Blooming
Prairie. She was also a life
member of the Blooming
Prairie Veterans of Foreign
Wars Auxiliary, and member
of the American Legion
Auxiliary.

She is survived by her
mother Jean Haubenschild of
Blooming Prairie; sister Jane
Haubenschild of Farmington;
honorary sister Nikki Bigbee
of Farmington; Fur Baby Bug;
dear friend Sherry Anderson
of Austin; nephews Nathan,

Bradley and Lucas Retterath.

She was preceded in death by
her father John Haubenschild
on 6/3/2006; Fur Baby
Barney; grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins, other relatives
and friends.

Memorial services were
held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
21, 2017, at First Lutheran
Church in Blooming Prairie
with pastor Heidi Heimgartner
officiating. Interment was at
the St. Columbanus Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers memorials
in Jill’s memory may be
directed to American Red
Cross, Humane Society or
donor’s  choice. = Worlein
Blooming Prairie Funeral
Home is assisting the
family with arrangements.
Condolences may be
expressed to the family online
at www.worlein.com.

Editor’s Note: Due to
an error in last week’s
layout, we did not run Ms.
Haubenschild’s obituary in
full. We apologize to her loved
ones for any stress this added
in their time of grief. We offer
our condolences and sincere
prayers for their comfort at

this difficult time.

Shirley I. Wanous, 98 of Blooming Prairie

Shirley 1. Wanous, age 98
of Blooming Prairie, died
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2017, at the
Heather Haus in Blooming
Prairie. Shirley Ida Eaker was
born Dec. 22, 1918, in the
Bixby area to John W. and
Rachel (Kruckeberg) Eaker.

She was baptized and
confirmed in the Lutheran faith
atSt. John’s Evangelical Church
in Havana Township, and
attended District No. 27 School
in Bixby before graduating
from Owatonna High School in
1936. Immediately following
graduation,  Shirley  went
to work for M. Nelson and
Company.

On Oct. 21, 1938, Shirley
was united in marriage to
Raymond J. Wanous at the
Lutheran church in Northwood,
Towa. The couple made their
home in Blooming Prairie.
Shirley then went to work for
Betlach Food Company until
she and Ray purchased the
Wagner Shoe Store in 1957,
which she operated until Ray’s
health began to fail.

They sold the store so
Shirley and Ray could spend
more time together. The store
spent 44 years on Main Street
in Blooming Prairie. Ray
died in 1982. Shirley served
her church on the Ladies Aid

Board, the Altar Committee,
and was chair of the Quilting
Committee.

She also helped prepare and
serve many lutefisk dinners
and was a social member of
the Blooming Prairie Country
Club. She enjoyed her card
clubs and truly loved her family
and many, many friends. She
will be dearly missed.

Shirley is survived by 11
nieces and nephews; She
was preceded in death by her
parents; her husband Ray;
sister Irene (Howard) Hanson;
brother =~ Herman  (Esther)
Eaker; three nephews.

Funeral services were held at

2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26, at First
Lutheran Church in Blooming
Prairie with Reverend Chris
Miller officiating. Interment
followed in the Blooming
Prairie City Cemetery.

Visitation was held Sunday
and immediately preceded
the service at the church. In
lieu of flowers memorials in
Shirley’s memory may be
directed to First Lutheran
Church of Blooming Prairie.
Worlein  Blooming  Prairie
Funeral Home is assisting the
family with arrangements.
Condolences may be expressed
to the family online at www.
worlein.com.

Birthdays: 4th
28th Phillip Milton
Douglas Novak Gwen Klinger
Tim Trotman Hunter Johnson
Mike Ingvalson Jacob Weinberger
Amber Lonergan
Sth
(29th) — Leap Day Ken Vermilyea
Mary Wacek Dee Dee Machin
Sharon Glynn
Ist Nicole Richards
Barry Olson
Nikki Farr 6th
Taylor Hagen Hannah Severtson
CJ Coleman
2nd Sylvia Swenson
Kim Symes
Mark Anderson
Keith Thomas Anniversaries:
Mason Simon 1st
Jeremy & Brieanne Wangen
3rd
Jake Peterson 4th
Sandy Shaw Kerrigan Richard & Imogene Symes
Justin Krell
Norm Weinberger 5th

Henry & Lucy Post

Sharon L. Eastman, 78 of Hollandale

Sharon L. FEastman, age
78 of Hollandale, Minnesota
died peacefully on Wednesday
afternoon, February 22, 2017 at
her home.

Funeral services will be

held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday,
February 27, 2017 at the
Worlein Funeral Home Chapel
in Austin with Pastor Susan Li
officiating.

Interment will follow at

Grandview Cemetery.
Visitation will be held from
10:00-11:00 a.m., immediately
preceding the service.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
are preferred to Sharon’s family.

Worlein Funeral Home of
Austin is assisting the family
with arrangements.

Condolences may be
expressed to the family online
at www.worlein.com.

CSEMCAC senior menu )

Feb. 28 Dinner Roll Creamed Peas
Onion smthd Beef Coconut Crumb Apple Cake
Steak Delight
Alt: Liver & March 6
Onions March 2 Pork Loin Steak
Baked Potato Baked Chicken Mashed Potatoes
Cauil/Broc Blend Mashed Potatoes Mixed Vegetables
Orange Wedges Parslied Carrots Rice Krispie Bar
Banana Cake Coleslaw
Mixed Fruit Cup March 7
March 1 Hamburger on a
Sea shore Tuna March 3 Bun
Cass. Salmon Loaf Potato Salad
Mar. Green Bean Alt: Hamburger Calico Beans
Salad Gravy Melon Wedge
Tomato Wedge Mashed Potatoes Cookie

Anna M. LamecKer, 55, of Blooming Prairie

Anna M. Lamecker, age
55, of Blooming Prairie, died
peacefully Friday evening,
Feb. 24, 2017, surrounded by
her loving family at St. Marys
Hospital in Rochester. She
was born Oct. 28, 1961, in
Austin, to Lewis and Caroline
(Hendrickson) Dunham.
Anna grew up in Austin and
graduated from Austin High
School in 1981.

She attended Riverland
Community  College and
earned a Cosmetology Degree.
Anna married John Alm. To
this union three children were
born. She enjoyed being a
stay at home mother until her
children were raised.

The couple later divorced.
Anna began a new career at
Hormel Foods and worked
there 13 years before retiring
in 2016. In 2005, she married

her soul mate, James Lamecker
in Austin. They later moved to
Blooming Prairie and instantly
fell in love with the small
community. Diagnosed with
Pancreatic Cancer in May
2015, she began the hardest
fight of her life.

The doctors called her
a miracle and her family
called her Mighty Mouse.
Anna’s greatest joy was to be
surrounded by family, friends
and her dog Molly. She had a
great sense of humor and was
known for her giving nature.
She created a home filled with
love and laughter and always
seemed to be able to lift the
spirits of those around her.

Anna’s interests included
traveling, all kinds of shopping
trips, and spending time with
her children and grandchildren.
Anna was a guiding light of

strength and she will be dearly
missed by all.

Anna’s survivors include
her loving husband James
Lamecker of Blooming Prairie;
her three children, Josh (Jen)
Alm of Owatonna, Heather (Jeff
Dudycha) Alm of Austin, Sam
Alm of Owatonna, and three
grandchildren. Her siblings
are Vern (Roxanne) Dunham
of Austin, Dennis (Wanda)
Dunham of Elgin, Minnesota,
Ron (Cheriec) Dunham of
Fridley, Minnesota, Debra
(Walter) Britton of Brownsdale,
and many wonderful nieces,
nephews and dear friends.

A Funeral Service will be
held at 11 a.m. Friday, March
3, 2017, at the Worlein Funeral
Home Chapel in Austin.
Visitation will be from 4:00
— 7 p.m. Thursday at Worlein
Funeral Home and one hour

before the service Friday.

Interment  will be in
Grandview Cemetery, Austin.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
are preferred to the family
Services performed by Worlein
Funeral Home of Austin.
Condolences may be expressed
to the family online at www.
worlein.com.

.5 Liter 6 Packs and
7.50z 8 Pack Mini Cans

3/99

Dasani
Sparkling
Water

8 Packs

3/99

Prices Good
2/28-3/1

320z

$0.19

. Old Dutch Triple Pack

an cllills 150z

$399

12 Packs

| 2/$8

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection!
231 Hwy Ave. S. Locally Owned & Operated 507-583-6671

GRIEF
RELIEF

Will children
understand when
a widowed person
wants to begin
dating? Children
of all ages need

to be included in all plans made after
the death of a spouse. Reactions may
be supportive, protective, jealous,

or insecure. And all family members
should be encouraged to discuss
feelings about the new relationship and
how it affects the family. Dating after
the death of a spouse can be a positive
step forward for everyone concerned.

Direction with
dignity from
Michaelson

Funeral Home

in Owatonna.

Cory Michaelson
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February is
National
Children’s
Dental
Health
Month &
oral health 1s
paramount for
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST DDS, MBS

GIVE THEM EVERY
REASON TO SMILE

583.6613

132 2nd Ave NE | Blooming Prairie, MN

the well-being
of our children.

oarnkine  |t’s why so many Rochester area

Over 17 years

semene.  Tamilies are choosing King Orthodontics...

experience.

® No referral neededit’s
* No down payment required
e Flexible interest-free payment plans



Hometownliving

[BLOOMING PRAIRIE

:

[ELLENDALE/G ENEVA/HOPE

:

Feb. 28th:

All day BP Card Club & Luncheon
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime
6pm - 7pm BPBL Book Club

March 1st:

10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Story time
March 7th:

10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime

Feb. 28th:

7pm - 8:20pm NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl

March 2nd:

5:30pm - 6:40pm NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7pm - 8pm NRHEG Yoga,

DAPE Rm

7pm - 8pm NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm

March 6th:

6:20pm - 7:40pm NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Ellndl

March 7th:

Event Spotlight:
Murder mystery at the BP
Servicemen’s Club

Council Chambers

A murder mystery dinner theatre production, “Pasta,
Passion & Pistols” will be performed Saturday, March
18 at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club.

Only 200 tickets will be sold. All proceeds go to the
BP Servicemen’s Club.

This is the third annual mystery theatre production
performed at the BP Servicemen’s Club.

Posters around Blooming Prairie advertise the
production as follows: The succulent aroma of home-
cooked pasta is drifting from New York City’s most
popular Italian eatery, La Speranza, but something
else is heating up the kitchen -- cold blooded murder.
Restaurateur Pepi Roni has been shot in the back with
his own pistol. Tonight, one of the guests won’t be
shedding any tears.

Eight local actors, under the direction of Kari
Bottin, paired with an Italian feast and beverages to
delight one’s pallet.

Local actors are: Jaclyn Schlichter, Jessie
Christianson, Judy Engelken, Joanne Sorenson, Justin
Esplan, Jason Iacovino, H. Peterson and Jeff Zwiener.

The night starts cooking’ at 5:30 p.m.

Get tickets at Farmers & Merchanats State Bank or
at the BP Servicemen’s Club (507) 583-7884.

All day Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Av
7pm - 8:20pm NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl
7pm - 8pm Hope City Council Mtg, Hope City Hall,

COWATONNA/M EDFORD

HAPPENING NOW

CAUSTIN/MOWER CoOuNnTY

:

Feb. 28th:

10:30am - 11:30am Tuesday Morning Storytime, Austin

Public Library

12pm - 1pm Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel Foods

Corporate Office

March 1Ist:

All day The Arc Mower County 22d Annual Rose Sale
10am - 5pm 2nd Floor Gallery Show - Z Puppets
Rosenschnoz and Youth Gallery

March 2

10am - 5pm 2nd Floor Gallery Show - Z Puppets
Rosenschnoz and Youth Gallery

10:30am - 11:30am Wake Up and Wiggle, Austin Public

Library

Spm - 7pm First Thursdays - Dr. Seuss Reading PJ
Party, SPAM® Museum

7pm - 8:30pm Keepsake Quilter’s Guild Meeting, St
John’s Lutheran Church

March 3rd:

10am - 5pm 2nd Floor Gallery Show - Z Puppets
Rosenschnoz and Youth Gallery

5:15pm - 7:15pm Bingo, Austin VFW

March 4th:

9am - 12pm Masonic Pancake Feed Where: Austin
Masonic Lodge

10am - 5pm 2nd Floor Gallery Show - Z Puppets
Rosenschnoz and Youth Gallery

10:30am - 12pm Kids’ Studio - Watercolor Portraits,
Austin ArtWorks Center

2pm - 7pm Bowling for the Battle - A Fight Against
Prostate Cancer Where: Echo Lanes

6pm - 10pm Driller MMA Fights Where: Holiday Inn
Austin Conferen

7pm - 9:30pm Northwestern Singers Winter Show,
Historic Paramount Theatre

7pm - 9pm Riverside Figure Skating Club Presents
“Blades on Broadway” Where: Riverside Arena

8pm - 9pm Sola Fide Observatory Viewing Where: Sola

Fide Observatory

2pm - 4:30pm Northwestern Singers Winter Show
2pm - 4pm Riverside Figure Skating Club Presents
“Blades on Broadway”

March 6th:

5:15pm - 7:15pm Bingo, Austin VFW

March 7th:

10am - 5pm 2nd Floor Gallery Show - Z Puppets
Rosenschnoz and Youth Gallery

9am - 11am Open Dome Family Time Where: Packer
Dome, Wescott Field

10:30am - 11:30am Tuesday Morning Storytime
3:30pm - 4:30pm Staff Mentee Meeting (Secondary)
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Feb. 28th:

9:30am - 10:30am OPL It’s TALE TIME!

5:30pm - 6:30pm Owatonna Planning Commission,
Council Chambers, City Hall

March 2nd:

2pm - 2:30pm The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

6:30pm - 7:30pm OPL Family Story Time 6:30pm -
7:30pm OPL Family Story Time 6:30pm - 7:30pm Triton
Zumba, Multipurpose Rm

March 6th:

Ipm - 2pm Owatonna, Womanas Club bridge group,
SeniorPlace

2pm - 2:30pm The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

March 7th:

9:30am - 10:30am OPL It’s TALE TIME!

S5pm - 6pm Owatonna Human Rights Commission, 2nd
FlIr Conference Rm, City Hall

7pm - 8pm Owatonna City Council, Council Chambers,
City Hall

Event Spotlight:
2017 Road Trip Ice Show

Come join the Owatonna Figure Skating Club skaters
cruise around the USA at the 2017 Road Trip Ice Show.

Music from our favorites musicians like Alicia Keys,
KISS, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Blues Brothers, Johnny Cash,
Elvis, John Mayer, and many more!

Guest appearances include Rochester Theater On Ice,
Professional Skater Amy Berglund, Choreographer Heidi
Evers, and members of Owatonna Boys Hockey.

This is a show that you will not want to miss! Come sing
along and enjoy a great performance by Owatonna’s finest
skaters!

Saturday, March 11th 2017 at 2pm

Four Seasons

Advance General Admission -$7.00

Tickets at the Door $10.00

Kids 5 and Under are Free

Tickets can be purchased online at www.showtix4u.com
or locally at Court Sports in Owatonna.

LAST

Week last year.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

The Blooming Prairie Robotics Team, The Wrench Warmers,
demonstrated their robot’s capabilities for the BP school board on
Feb. 21. The robot can shoot wiffleball into the air to make goals,
one of the task the teams had to complete for competition.

YEAR

Archived staff photo by Laura Berndt

Joe Pirkl participated in the pedal tractor races during lunch at
Blooming Prairie High School. This was just one of the many FFA
Week activities that took place at the school during National FFA

Event Spotlight:
International Women’s Day Rally

Wednesday, March 8 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

A rally in celebration of International Women’s Day
will be held in Owatonna’s Central Park featuring
speakers and music honoring the women’s voices and
those of all humanity.

This patriotic, family event encourages all those
who support progressive causes to attend, especially
those concerning women’s/human rights and the unity
of the United States of America (US!) as outlined in
the Women’s March.

Speakers will include former Senator Vicki Jensen,
Owatonna Pastor Coqui Conkey as well as voices from
other ethnic backgrounds.

Positive and appropriate signs are also encouraged;
we have many voices.

This event is sponsored by Steele County Indivisible.

‘Qr, ge%ra{ ogz/en

DDS, MBS
FREE CONSULTATION

132 2™ Ave NE ° Blooming Prairie

507.583.6613

www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

Event Spotlight:
Steele County Blood Drive Opportunities

Blooming Prairie
3/10/2017: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., Blooming Prairie High
School, 202 4th Ave. NW

Owatonna

3/8/2017: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., St. Joseph’s Church, 512
S. Elm Ave.

3/9/2017: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., St. Joseph’s Church, 512
S. Elm Ave.

3/10/2017: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., St. Joseph’s Church, 512
S. Elm Ave.

3/10/2017: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Famous Dave’s, 4355 W.
Frontage Road

3/13/2017: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., Ag Power Enterprises,
3555 18th St. SW

Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855

WWW.Mminimizer.com

J&H LIQUOR’S:

340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie, MNe (507)583-7557

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

TUES. 7-8:30 PM. @ J&H

7-9 PM. @ J&H

-BAR BINGO MONDAY @6:30 PM
-EUCHRE: JAN. 14 FEB. 25
(1PM. 2 PERSON TEAM )

-BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB
FEE CHARGED. 21 AND OVER.

JAN. 24 FEB.7 MARCH 14 APRIL 4
MAY 9: BOYS & GIRLS CLUB BENEFIT

HAPPY 2017!

- CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY:
APRIL 1ST

(31 YEARS IN BUSINESS) !

- CRUISE FOR CANCER RIDE...JUNE
24

- STREET DANCE: JULY 3RD

- JULY 4TH ; OPEN 10AM - CLOSE
-B.0.B. RIDE: “TOYS FOR TOTS” ....
JULY 22

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H
LIQUOR’S

EW

HUNTING ° FISHING
COOKING * HABITAT

THURSDAY EVENINGS
7:30 o’clock

Sponsored by

Channel 15 with Antenna, Dish Network, Direct TV, Jaguar,
Charter Channels 779/13/8 Other local cable providers
PRAIRIE SPORTSMAN is a Production of Pioneer Public Television, Appleton, MN
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STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

The Midwest’s largest distributor

of complete geothermal and
radiant heat systems

13128 240th Ave ¢ New Richland

www.ttherm.com (51077 ol 2ph <
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Owatonna runs green

Photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Greg Lammers stands next to the propane fueling station at the Owatonna Bus Company.
Installing fueling stations like this one is one of the challenges the company faces in its

transition to more environmentally friendly fuel.

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
News Editor
bpemily @frontier.com

Spring is around the corner, and
nature isn’t the only thing embrac-
ing green. The Owatonna Bus
Company is transitioning over to
propane fueled buses, an alterna-
tive fuel or “green” option.

Greg Lammers, who started with
the company in 1977 as a me-
chanic and has been fleet manager
since 2004, is leading the charge
on the change.

Lammers has written articles on
the total cost of ownership for bus-
ing magazines and is a three time
winner of the United Motorcoach
competition, a national contest that
tests maintenance skills and knowl-
edge.

He said the company started
looking into alternative fuel options
in 2007 when stricter emission
standards for diesel made alterna-

BUSINESS BRIEFS

tive fuels a more practical option.
Last fall, the company purchased
10 propane fueled buses. Seven
are being used in its St. Louis Park
location, while three remain in
Owatonna.
Unlike propane, diesel, which
the company is transitioning from,
relies on heat to run efficiently. The
stopping and starting of a school
buses makes heat in the engine
and transmissions lines hard
to maintain. Not to mention, six
months of the year, heat is a hard
thing to come by in Minnesota.
The ability to start and maintain
itself in cold is just one of the ben-

efits that Lammers finds in propane.

He says the fuel infrastructure is
cheaper, the fuel burns cleaner,
and the fuel itself is cheaper than
diesel.

Though there are drawbacks the
company had to weigh in as well.
Propane use isn’t as widespread
as diesel, so fueling infrastructure
is scarcer. Perkel Gas needed to

help the bus company build fueling
stations at its Owatonna site, while
the new buses in St. Louis Park are
fueled off a truck.

There’s also a difference in mile-
age. Diesel gets six miles to the
gallon, while propane averages
four, but Lammers reminded that
propane fuel is cheaper. Propane
is so much cheaper than diesel that
even with the mileage difference its
more cost-effective.

School buses usually last 10 to
12 years before rust and corrosion
retire them. While buying propane
buses is more expensive, Lammers
said they have the potential to last
much longer since their engines
and transmission systems can be
affordably replaced.

The bus company also has the
option of pursuing CNG, com-
pressed natural gas, as an alter-
native fuel option. This option has
been favored by transit bus compa-
nies, who along with school buses
and garbage trucks represent the
biggest users of alternative fuels.
Lammers, however, felt that pro-
pane bus motors were more dura-
ble than their CNG counterparts.

This weighing of the costs and
benefits is known as the total cost
of ownership, which is what Lam-
mers specializes in. Propane buses
are a long-term investment, accord-
ing to Lammers, but one he be-
lieves will pay off for the company
in the long run. When asked about
how the transition is going, He re-
plied, “so far so good.”

The Owatonna branch of the bus
company has 50 buses in its fleet,
so the the three propane fueled
ones are currently only a small part
of the total.

“Four more on order for Owa-
tonna,” Lammers said looking to the
future, “the plan is to expand.”

new z,.(fzrizncn

By RICHARD JOHNSON
Managing Editor

Old-fashioned car hops took food
orders last fall as part of the 40th-
anniversary celebration at Ginny’s
Drive-In on West Concord’s north
end.

They’re returning this
summer, along with a
new look and new food
items, to the tiny diner
in the city of about 786.

Ginny’s will open
April 1, said William
Schiell, co-owner with
Lynn Nelson.

Look for a new
fence, a new outdoor
countertop, smooth-
ies, boneless wings,

California burgers, and
those 1950s and ‘60s-
era carhops, some of
whom might wear roller
skates as they take
your order and bring
the good stuff out on
scheduled Saturdays
from May through Sep-
tember, and possibly
October.

“A few of them dressed up last
year,” Schiell said. “Some of them
really got into it.”

Schiell and Nelson are the fourth

I[ﬂw food

set of owners in the history of the
diner, opened in 1976 by Ginny
and Bob Sendle.

They have about 12 employees.

Schiell said the compact drive-
in gets crowded with four or five
people inside.

It should be a popular spot

during special weekends being
planned for the annual Survivor
Days celebration - set for the
fourth weekend in July.

“We get pretty busy,” Schielle
said. “You pretty much have to stay
in your own area. But the week-
ends get busy. That’s when we
have more people working.”

With that in mind, he and Nelson
hope to expand on the site when
the mortgage is paid off in five or

10 years.

“Just cause we have that
property,” Schiell said. “Why
not use it, too?”

Many customers drove
up to Ginny’s in classic cars
when the place went retro in
October.

Many of them
are regulars

Some are super-regulars.
Like the guy who orders the
same food every time.
Schiell said he appreci-
ates that small-town feel.
“It’s neat to own a place
like that,” he said. “It’s just
good to keep it in the com-
munity.”
Ginny’s will be open
seven days a week from 11
a.m.to 9 p.m.
Call 507- 527-2010 or see
the Facebook site for more infor-
mation.
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1775 Lake Shady Avenue South, Oronoco
507-367-7000 or 800-214-2694

www.peoplesrec.com

Monday - Friday

People's Energy
Cooperative is
dedicated to providing
members with the
very best value-added
programs, products,
and services. We work
hard to develop and
refine programs and
processes to better
serve our members.

7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

We
support
our local
economy.

TOP 20% OF ALL CONTRACTORS IN SE MN.
Proudly serving Dodge and Steele Counties.

507.528.2674 or 507.390.2390
kevinrieckconstruction@gmail.com

Claremont, Minnesota e Lic# 20635578
windows | siding | cabinets | decks | additions | remodels | doors

Top business
women honored in
Steele County

Steele County is honoring top
business women.

On Friday, the Owatonna
Business Women’s organization
will be hosting a Woman of
Achievement event at Pillsbury’s
Jeft’s Hall in Owatonna
beginning at 6:15 p.m.

Nominees for women of
achievement are Cheri Krejci,
Linda Hoffman, Amy LaDue,
Kellyanna Moore and Kim
Schaufenbuel.

Young careerists will also be
recognized during the event.
Nominees for that honor are
Ryan Gillespie, Kate Harthan
and Janie Rolloff.

Women who are nominated
represent the best of the best
in Steele County communities
rising to the top for their success
in their chosen careers, support
of their community through their

volunteering and non-profit
support and dedication to their
families and friends.

Tickets are available for $25
from Kottke Jewelers or TriM
Graphics in Owatonna.

Viracon
employees donate
to United Way

Employees of Viracon,
Inc. in Owatonna have made
generous donations to the
United Way of Steele County.
The donations total
$108,692 to the 2016
campaign, which includes
$91,300 from payroll
deductions, $8,000 from fun
workplace events and $9,300
from corporate contributions.
Veteran Workplace Campaign
Chair, Viracon’s Carla
Kern, led an informative
and fun filled campaign for
her coworkers inspiring her
colleagues to increase their

donations 12 percent over
last year. Viracon finished at
number two in United Way of
Steele County’s 2016 Top 20
Most Generous Workplace
Campaigns.

“Viracon, Inc. is one of
those workplace we know
we can count on year after
year to support the vital
human services represented
by United Way partners.

They demonstrate their
commitment to our community
through their generosity,” said
United Way director, Kim
Schaufenbuel. “Community
leaders like Kelly Schuller and
Carla Kern set examples for
all of us to do the right thing
locally”

The mission of the United
Way of Steele County is to
change lives by mobilizing
and optimizing the caring
power of our community.

This year’s funds raised of
$703,554 will fund 23 critically
needed programs operated
by local nonprofit agencies.

To make a contribution go to
www.unitedwaysteelecounty.
org or mail a check or pledge
to United Way, Box 32,
Owatonna, MN 55060.

Owatonna
Foundation
receives donation
from Ameriprise

The Owatonna Foundation
recently received a donation
of $1,000 from Dean Velzke
at Ameriprise Financial
Services, Inc.

Velzke shared, “My wife
Kelly and | are thankful for the
many accomplishments of the
Owatonna Foundation and
appreciate the opportunity
to support their goal to
improve the quality of life in
Owatonna.”

Foundation executive
coordinator Laura Resler
said the organization is

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck

accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com ¢ 800-248-3855 * Blooming Prairie

&

appreciative of this donation.
“They have been long time
supporters of the foundation
and this support keeps

Photo submitted
Ameriprise Financial Services has donated $1,000 to the Owatonna Foundation. Trustees of the
foundation accepted the donation from Dean Velzke of Ameriprise. Pictured from left to right are
trustees Sharon West and Julie Rethemeier, Velzke and trustees Bob Heers, Tim McManimon and
Kent Kienholz.

the foundation’s mission
of improving the quality of
life for present and future
generations by supporting

Owatonna projects that
focus on community, arts,
recreation, and education a

reality for all of us,” she said.

In its 59th year, the
foundation serves the
Owatonna community and
provides grants in the area
with environs in four areas:
community, arts, recreation
and education projects. The
foundation also provides
both traditional and non-
traditional scholarships for 2
year colleges and technical
schools.

Established in 1957, the
foundation has a goal of
improving the quality of
life for present and future
generations of Owatonna

Carpet &
Upholstery
Cleaning

Professionals Provide:
* Expert Workmanship
* Proven Cleaning Methods
* Glean, Ultra-Fresh
Carpets & Fabrics
* A Healthier Indoor Environment

* Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Spot & Stain Removal

* Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
« Stain Protection

* Commercial & Residential

* Prochem System

residents. Since then, the

. : ¢ Kasson 507-634-6985
Pore than 511 v million.. « Dodge Center 507-374-6806
dollars in grants and ¢ 1-800-569-1331

scholarships to local
organizations and students.
For more information

about the Foundation,

visit its website at: www.

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

owatonnafoundation.org, or Your Local Member of the e
call 507-455-2995. g
Seocreey

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving. . .
For 50 Years” WITH “ Providing Positive Direction
for Life’s Problems since 1964

4



10A. Steele County Times « Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Twins picked 3rd by Sporting News

REFLECTIONS...
AND HOW

HOWARD
LESTRUD

The sounds of spring have
begun with the crack of the bat
and the smack of the baseball
hitting the catcher’s mitt.

All 30 Major
baseball teams have begun

League

spring training and are already
playing spring training games.

All dedicated and
Minnesota Twins fans are

loyal

gearing up for a season that
they hope does not replicate
last year’s 59-103 season, the
worst in franchise history.

It’s encouraging to realize
that this year’s team will feature
some young talent again, one
year more experienced that
last year. That talent includes
youngsters Byron Buxton,
Miguel Sano, Eddie Rosario,
Max Kepler and newcomer
Jason Castro behind the plate.

The Twins kids will be
anchored by veterans Joe
Mauer and Brian Dozier at
first base and second base,
respectively.

What is most heartening
about the Twins going to have

a much more successful season
is that the Bible of Baseball,
Sporting News, picked the
Twins to finish third behind
Cleveland and Kansas City in
the American League Central
Division. They are picked in
front of Detroit and Chicago
(White Sox).

The Sporting News has
always been gospel to me and
I have been a follower of this
magazine for over 60 years.
It was founded in 1886, the
same year Coca-Cola was
introduced and 10 years before
the invention of Cracker Jack.

This has got to be stellar
years for Dozier and Mauer.
Dozier had a career year last
year, hitting 42 home runs and
collecting 99 runs batted in. He

batted .268.

Mauer, who earns (or should
I say receives) $23 million
a year, is in the second to the
last year of his huge 10-year
contact. He batted .261 last
year. Anyone who gets that
kind of money should be a
.300-plus hitter and should
be an all-star. He has not met
those expectations for three
years now.

Byron Buxton had a great
September last year hitting nine
home runs during the month.

Dozier must be the team
leader in 2017. Newly hired
Twins special assistant Torii
Hunter believes Dozier has the
qualities to be the team leader.

“I always felt Dozier was
one of those guys who could

be the leader,” says Hunter.
“He has the intangibles and is
a great guy, always gracious
and willing to listen to other
players.”

Aswith any successful Major
League team, pitching and
defense are keys to winning.
It is hoped that pitchers Ervin
Santana, Phil Hughes, Hector
Santiago and Kyle Gibson lead
the pitching squad to some
success. A return to form by
closer Glen Perkins will also
be welcomed.

What’s the bottom line?

The Sporting News writes:
“Even with three division rivals
cutting payroll, the Twins still
appear to be at least two years
away from a return to playoff
Their

contention. Actions

in the interim will be made

with an eye toward building a
sustainable winner.”

I’'m going to take a tip from
a friend, Linda Christianson,
who said she moved all of her
Twins shirts and jerseys to
the front of her closet, getting
ready for the upcoming season.

WIN TWINS!

Commissioners to consult task force

PUBLIC WORKS: from page 1A

legislature  approves it,
so the funding from them
would remain.
Commissioner Abbe
would seek to keep the
budget for the project under

STEELE COUNTY

TIMES

Always local, all the time.

www.steeledodgenews.com

Sponsored by:

MREND (FORD
15™ PRESIDENT’S
AWARD WINNER

Blooming Prairie

583-2046

seven million dollars.
Commissioner Gnemi
pointed out that 3 million
has already been spent in
the initial work, and that
leaves four million for
the building. He would
like the board to look into

purchasing a  building
instead.
A public works

representative pointed out
that the four million the
legislature allocated was
for building. If they buy a
complex, they could lose
their funding. Changing the
site of the complex could
also endanger the funding
from FEMA.

The commissioners
decided to reach out to
members of the citizen
task force that had worked
previously on the project.
The task force had made
some of the original
recommendations on
building versus buying, and
the commissioners wanted
to know their reasoning.

“There’s been a lot of leg
work already,” Abbe said,
“We don’t need to reinvent
the wheel.”

“If they could at least
come to an initial meeting
or two,” Commissioner
Krueger agreed it would
give the commissioners a
chance to find out why they
picked out the options they
did.

The commissioners
agreed reaching out to the
task force and remaining in
touch with the legislature
and FEMA were the next
steps.

The funding provided
by the legislature needs
to be obligated by 2009;
otherwise the funding must
be requested all over again.

Public Works will be
added to agenda for next
county board meeting.

Grilling this weel-ecnd?

Pick up your favorite Award Winning
Smoked Meats or Blooming Prairie
Natural Steaks today!

Don't forget the Marinated

Tri-tips for only $6, 99 'b

104 E. Main St. « Geneva, MN « 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

JTERNIQAT FRENCH POAST

Ingredients:
1 c. brown sugar
1/2 c. butter

2T corn syrup

6 eggs, beaten
11/2c. milk,
1 tsp. vanilla
1/4 tsp. salt

Loaf Fench bread; cut into slices

Instructions:
Combine sugar, butter, and corn syrup in saucepan and cook over

medium heat until thickened.

Pour into bottom of 9x13” baking dish.

Combine eggs, milk, vanilla, salt in a bowl. Dip sliced bread into egg
mixture and place on top of caramel mix;

Any remaining egqq mixture; pour over bread.

Cover and chill 8 hours.

Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 40-45 minutes until lightly

browned.

RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED.

BY SUE NELSON

Court staff seeks renovations of courtrooms

COURTHOUSE: from page 1A

current set-up of courtroom
C, where child custody cases
are heard, is not as secure as
it should be for what can be
contentious hearings.

When the floor was opened
to public comment, Robin
Husley, a court administrator,
sad she appreciated how
helpful everyone has been
in restoring operations in
temporary  locations.  She
wanted to head off any
proposal of a new courthouse
by saying the current one
was convenient, it just needs
a few changes. Updates, she
said, should be done now. She
pointed out, “Things rarely get
cheaper over time.”

She also wanted to remind
the county that Minnesota
statue states court and county
must be in agreement on any
relocation or restoration plans.
She agreed that the courtrooms
should be reconfigured for

safety and convenience.

District Court Judge Joseph
Bueltel told the commissioners
it really does matter how
you set up a courtroom. The
configuration can help ensure
authority and respect for the
judge’s bench.

Some of the different
proposals put forward include
adding seating for clerks in
courtroom B, fixing security
disadvantages in courtroom A
by shifting the judge’s bench
and jury’s box, and improving
the function of courtroom C,
8o it can be used as a full-time
courtroom.

“What we did look at was
the three courthouse spaces,”
said McIntosh going over
the proposed renovations,
“Reconfiguring to make it
more user friendly.”

Commissioner Abbe
was willing to consider
renovations, but wanted to

know how much further this
would push off the county
needing to create more
courtroom space. “How long
into the future would this take
us?” said Abbe.

“We don’t control the case
load, ” said Husley saying the
time would depend on how
many cases the county needs
to hear, but she added here
is a need for more space and
revamped courtrooms could
push off major renovations for
another 10 years.

Commissioner Gnemi
proposed $50,000 might be a
fair amount for renovations of
the courtrooms. Commissioner
Krueger also hoped they
would look into possibly
improving the sound system
for the hearing impaired.

The commissioners will
continue to discuss the
renovations at the next board
meeting.
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FARM

LIVINGPLUS

According to the Na-
tional Institute for Oc-
cupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH), farm-
ing is one of the most
dangerous occupations
in America. The risk
of injury and fatality is
high, and it is one of the
few industries in which
family members, who
live and work on-site,
are also at risk.1

In an effort to help
protect interests and
minimize losses, we
recommend that farmers make
a three-word commitment to
themselves, their families and
friends — don’t work alone. This
pledge requires planning and
discipline, but consistent adher-
ence can help prevent severe in-
jury and death.

THE RISKS

Family farm operations typi-
cally do not have federal over-
sight, which can tempt farmers
to cut corners. Farmers put them-
selves at grave risk when they
perform hazardous tasks alone,
disregarding safety guidelines
that require two or more work-
ers, such as grain bin entry.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports that fatalities
among agricultural workers
rose 22% in 2015, while fatal-
ities among farm workers and
laborers in crop, nursery and
greenhouse operations rose 33%
- matching the highest rate ever
reported (in 2010) for that occu-
pational group.2 The Star Tri-
bune’s 2015 article, “Deadliest
Workplace: The Farm,” details
several heartbreaking tragedies
due to working alone and ignor-
ing other safety guidelines.3

Entering a grain bin or other
confined space should be at the
top of the list of tasks to never
do alone. Grain engulfment can
happen in seconds and getting
out without assistance is almost
impossible. According to a study

by Purdue University, grain en-
trapments were the most com-
mon type of confined space inci-
dent in 2015. More than half of
the grain entrapments resulted in
fatalities.4

Grain bin hazards aren’t lim-
ited to grain entrapment or grain
engulfment. See other grain bin
hazards.

OUR RECOMMENDATION

We strongly recommend that
farmers strictly follow the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health
Administration’s (OSHA) grain
handling standards and safe-
work procedures for grain bin
entry. These guidelines are es-
sential components of commer-
cial grain handling facilities and
they can afford the same safety
benefits to grain farmers

Also, farmers should strive
to take advantage of new grain
handling and storage technolo-
gies whenever possible. Innova-
tive solutions, such as electronic
monitoring and control systems
or products that break up grain
clumps, can help reduce the
need for grain bin entry.

PLANNING AHEAD

It requires determination to
avoid working alone when job
duties seem urgent and no one
is available to assist with grain
handling duties. However, noth-
ing is worth compromising safe-
ty, even if it means postponing
certain activities until someone

www.steeledodgenews.com

Don’t work alone

else is present.

Farm operations re-
quire significant plan-
ning, from financial
and marketing to ag-
ronomic and daily job
duties. Developing a
plan to help ensure
no one works alone
should be equally
important. It plays a
critical role in help-
ing create a safe work
environment and can
help provide farmers
with resources for as-

sistance.

LABOR RESOURCE PLAN

The first step is to develop a
labor resource plan. Your plan
should list key individuals, such
as family members, friends and
current or potential employees,
that can assist with grain han-
dling duties. Their role would
be simple, but tremendously
important — to be present during
hazardous activities, assist when
needed and help ensure no one
works alone.

The next step is to make sure
the individuals receive proper
grain safety training. This can be
provided on-site or with the as-
sistance of local resources, such
as coops, university or extension
services and agricultural organi-
zations.

Additionally, farmers will
need to discuss an efficient com-
munication strategy with the
individuals listed on their labor
resource plan. This should be
tested for effectiveness.

The labor resource plan will
need to be updated routinely,
utilizing experience, evolving
levels of training and team feed-
back, to create the most effective
plan possible for your unique op-
eration. This will require more
time in the initial phases, but it
will set a plan in motion that can
help equip farmers to keep their
commitment to not work alone.

Grain Handling Safety

Grain handling is a high-hazard activity, where workers face serious injury and death. Youth should not
be in grain bins or silos or in/around flat storage structures unless they are empty, proper
lock-out/tag-out and other safety procedures are followed, and the youth is at least 16 years old.

You and/or your employee(s) can use this form to complete safety checks on your farm. Use the blank
lines to list additional safety checks you think are important when inspecting your grain handling
facilities and procedures. Keep the completed forms for follow-up, future reference and inspections.
Additional copies of this form can be downloaded at: http://umash.umn.edu/umash-farm-safety-check/

. . . Needs Date Corrected
Grain Bin/Silo Entry Yes Correction or Notes
Has all mechanical and electrical energy been locked 0 O
out? Pneumatic equipment locked out?

Is there potential for combustible gas, vapors or toxic 0 0

agents? If yes, has it been tested?

Is there potential for the grain to be waist high? If so,

has a method(s) been identified to protect workers from O O

the engulfment hazard?

If a worker enters, is an observer in communication? O O

Is the observer trained and able to initiate rescue? O ad

Is rescue equipment provided and specifically suited for 0 O

entry?

Are there dust masks or respirators available? O O
O O
O O

Name of person completing safety check: Date completed: / /

For additional Farm Safety Check forms and resources, visit: http://umash.umn.edu/umash-farm-safety-check/

Disclaimer: The facts and information listed above are suggestions for your safety, but are in no way a comprehensive and
exhaustive list of all actions needed to ensure your safety.

The Upper Midwest Agricultural Safety and Health Center (UMASH) is a Center of Excellence in Agricultural Disease and Injury Research,
Education, and Prevention funded by NIOSH cooperative agreement U540H010170.

THE BENEFITS

Making the decision to not
work alone is a significant step
toward a safer operation. Uti-
lizing a labor resource plan in-
cluding trained individuals can
help enable farmers to enjoy the
benefits of grain farming while
helping minimize the risk of
serious bodily injury or death
during hazardous tasks.

umash.umn.edu

[11] “Agricultural Safety.”
NIOSH, Division of Safety Re-
search. December 15, 2014.

[2] “Census of Fatal Occupa-
tional Injuries Summary, 2015.”
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
December 16, 2016.

[3] “Deadliest Workplace:
The Farm.” Star Tribune. Octo-
ber 4, 2015.

[4] “Purdue study: Fewer

grain entrapments reported in
2015.” Purdue University. Feb-
ruary 23, 2016.

- See more at: http://www.
ws4u.com/home/audience/
farmers-ranchers/safety/grain-
bin-safety-week/archives/
INF/589E1EC6C257D#st-
hash.1Z2Zr1vc.dpuf

Panel challenges factory

farming in Minnesota

In an unprecedented action,
a coalition of national and area
environmental, religious and
community groups are joining
forces to challenge and ques-
tion the social justice, envi-
ronmental and animal welfare
impacts of factory farming in
Minnesota. An event entitled,
“Factory Farming in Minneso-
ta - Time for a Change?” will
occur on Thursday, March 2,
2017 at 6:00 p.m. at Minneso-
ta State University, Ostrander
Auditorium in the Centenni-
al Student Union, 640 South
Road, Mankato, Minnesota.

The event is free and open to
the public.

The event is the brainchild
of Dr. Jeff Johnson, a frequent
lecturer on the topic of ani-
mal welfare. Following a tour
of factory farms in southern
Minnesota, Dr. Johnson joined
forces with other faculty mem-
bers at St. Catherine University
and Sonja Trom Eayrs. Sonja’s
parents are currently involved
in a pending appeal before the

Minnesota Court of Appeals
which challenges installation
of the 11th swine factory farm
within a three-mile radius of
the Trom family farm in rural
Dodge County.

Join panelists Dr. Jeff John-
son (Philosophy, St. Cather-
ine University), Dr. Colleen
Carpenter (Theology, Sister
Mona Riley Endowed Chair of
Humanities, St. Catherine Uni-
versity), Sonja Trom Eayrs (at-
torney and farmer’s daughter),
Tim Culver (Attorney & Legal
Fellow, Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy) and
Chris Peterson, Independent
Pig Farmer and Socially Re-
sponsible Agricultural Project
Associate) for an informative
and compelling discussion.

Sponsors of the event in-
clude:

Clean Water Action Minne-
sota

Environment Minnesota
Minnesota Center for Envi-
ronmental Advocacy

On, Your; Earm,

We can also help you with:
* Aggregate Products * Hauling
* Waterway Cleaning * Septic
* All Excavation Projects

LOKEN

- T e

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

Let; Us, Put; A, Drainage; Project; Like, This,

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!

507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

3695 Hoffman Drive NW - Owatonna - loken@qwestoffice.net

The Humane Society of the
United States

Socially Responsible Agricul-
ture Project

Minnesota Public Interest Re-
search Group

Midwest Organic and Sus-
tainable Education Service

Compassionate Action for
Animals

Birchwood Café

People’s Food Co-op

Change Food

Earth Dance Farm

Dodge County Concerned
Citizens

Celeste’s Dream Young Adult
Spirituality

Minnesota Peacebuilding
Leadership Institute

Saint Mary’s University of
Minnesota - Cascade Meadow
Wetlands and Environmental
Science Center

Center for Earth Spirituality
& Rural Ministry, School Sis-
ters of Notre Dame in Mankato
Northland Sustainable Solu-
tions

AM 950 - The Progressive
Voice of Minnesota

Justice Commission - Sisters
of St. Joseph of Carondelet &
Consociates

Farmaste Animal Sanctuary

One Agent for Life

All the insurance you need from
one agent. | take simple seriously.

Contact me today.

Darrell B. Ingvaldson, LUTCF
100 S Mill Street

PO Box 298

Brownsdale

(507) 567-2296

M FARM BUREAU
WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that
is not affiliated with our companies. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M142 (4-16)

and Auto
and Home

and Health
and Business
and Farm & Ranch
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C Foreclosure )

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO
VERIFICATION OF THE
DEBT AND IDENTITY OF

THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED
BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
August 6, 2014

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$80,329.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Corey
Aldrich and Jayna Aldrich,
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:
Chase Bank, N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR
STATED ON THE
MORTGAGE: JPMorgan
Chase Bank, N.A.
SERVICER: Carrington
Mortgage Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Filed September
5, 2014, Steele County
Recorder, as Document
Number A000398583
ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Carrington Mortgage Services,
LLC

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot Nine 9, in Block Ten (10)
Village of Blooming Prairie,
Minnesota.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 122
E Main Street, Blooming
Prairie, MN 55917
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 14-100-1009

JPMorgan

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE
NOTICE: $82,943.47

THAT all  pre-foreclosure
requirements have  been
complied with; that no action
or proceeding has been
instituted at law or otherwise
to recover the debt secured
by said mortgage, or any part
thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power
of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above
described property will be sold
by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
March 16, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff’'s
Main Office, Law Enforcement
Center, 204 Pearl Street East,
Owatonna, MN 55060

to pay the debt secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any, on
said premises and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6
months from the date of said
sale by the mortgagor(s) the
personal representatives or
assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real
estate is an owner-occupied,
single-family dwelling, unless
otherwise provided by law,
the date on or before which
the mortgagor(s) must
vacate the property, if the
mortgage is not reinstated
under section 580.30 or the
property is not redeemed
under section 580.23, is 11:59
p.m. on September 16, 2017,
or the next business day if
September 16, 2017 falls on
a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES

OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER
IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES
SECTION 582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

Dated: January 19, 2017
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

1/24,1/31, 2/7,
2/14, 2/21, 2/28

C Estate )

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL
AND APPOINTMENT

OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE OF CREDITORS

Court File Number:

74-PR-17-201
Estate of
Marion J. Ingvaldson,
Decedent
Notice is given that an

application for informal probate
of Decedent’s Will, dated
November 14, 2012 and (“Will”),
has been filed with the Registrar.

The application has been
granted.

Notice is also given that
the Registrar has informally

appointed Darrell B. Ingvaldson,
whose address is 58145 220th

Street, Austin  MN, 55912,
and Douglas A. Ingvaldson,
whose address is 562 E.

Agnes, Owatonna, MN 55060,
as personal representatives
of the Estate of the Decedent.

Any heir, devisee or other
interested person may be
entitted to appointment as

personal representative or may
object to the appointment of the
personal representative. Unless
objections are filed with the
Court (pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes section 524.3-607) and
the Court otherwise orders, the
personal representative has full
power to administer the Estate,
including, after 30 days from the
date of issuance of letters, the
power to sell, encumber, lease
or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate of
the Will or appointment of the
Personal Representative must
be filed with this Court and will
be heard by the Court after the
filing of an appropriate petition
and proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (subject
to Minnesota Statutes section
524.3-801) all creditors having
claims against the Estate are
required to present the claims
to the Personal Representative
or to the Court Administrator
within four months after the date
of this Notice or the claims will
be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may
request notice of the probate
proceedings be given to the
Attorney General pursuant to
Minnesota  Statutes  section
501B.41, subdivision 5.

BY THE COURT,

Kris Schmitz
Registrar

Attorney for Petitioner
David V. Hoversten
Hoversten Johnson

Beckmann & Hovey, LLP
807 West Oakland Avenue
Austin, MN 55912

Attorney License No: 47454
Telephone: (507) 433-3483
FAX: (507)433-7889

Email: dhoversten@
hoverstenlaw.com

2/28, 3/7

C Estate )

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

NOTICE AND ORDER OF
HEARING ON PETITION FOR
PROBATE OF WILL AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

Court File Number:

74-PR-17-314
Estate of
Ronald L. Schleif,
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given
that on April 10, 2017 at 10:45

| Noti

a.m., a hearing will be held in
the Owatonna Fire Hall at 107
W. Main Street, Owatonna,
Minnesota, for the formal probate
of an instrument purporting to be
the Will of the Decedent dated,
April 3, 2008, and (“Will"), and
for the appointment of Kathleen
A. Schleif, whose address is 804
South Street, Owatonna, MN,
55060 as Personal Representative
of the Estate of the Decedent in an
UNSUPERVISED administration.
Any objections to the petition must
be filed with the Court prior to or
raised at the hearing. If proper and
if no objections are filed or raised,
the Personal Representative will
be appointed with full power to
administer the Estate including
the power to collect all assets, to
pay all legal debts, claims, taxes
and expenses, to sell real and
personal property, and to do all
necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject
to Minnesota Statutes section
524.3-801) all creditors having
claims against the Estate are
required to present the claims to
the Personal Representative or
to the Court Administrator within
four months after the date of this
Notice or the claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT,

Joseph A. Bueltel
Judge of District Court
2/015/2017

Sonia Kocher
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner
Kristin K. Haberman
Einhaus, Mattison, Carver &
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue

P.O. Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 0268045
Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: haberman@
owatonnalawyers.com

2/28, 3/7

[ Foreclosure )

17-105856

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: August
14, 2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$50,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Donald

F. Bakehouse and Harriet H.
Bakehouse, husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR

STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed September 10, 2003,
Steele County Recorder, as
Document Number A314837, As
modified of record by Document
recorded on January 8, 2007 as
Document Number A000346954
in the office of the Recorder of
Steele County, Minnesota
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
PROPERTY:

Lots 7, 8 and 9, all in Block 14,
in the original Town (now City) of
Owatonna

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 249 E
Main St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17.100.1407
COUNTYINWHICHPROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$62,269.51

THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been
complied with; that no action or
proceeding has been instituted
at law or otherwise to recover the
debt secured by said mortgage,
or any part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
April 21, 2017, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's
Main Office, Law Enforcement
Center, 204 Pearl Street East,
Owatonna, MN 55060 to pay
the debt secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any, on
said premises and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6
months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal

OF

representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise
provided by law, the date on or
before which the mortgagor(s)
must vacate the property, if the
mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property
is not redeemed under section
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October
21, 2017, or the next business
day if October 21, 2017 falls
on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY

THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR

ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL

ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES SECTION 582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY

USED FOR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

Dated: February 22, 2017

Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

2/28, 3/7, 3114
3/21, 3/28, 4/4

C Foreclosure
17-105521

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: June
20, 2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$118,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Corey R.

Winter and Nicole M. Winter,
Husband and Wife
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc.

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc.

MIN#: 1001625-0005863524-5
LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:
Sterling State Bank

SERVICER: Seterus, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed June 23, 2003, Steele
County Recorder, as Document

Number A 311960
ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association; Thereafter assigned
to Federal National Mortgage
Association.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot 4 in Block 14, In the original
town (now city) of Owatonna,
Minnesota, subject to easement
dated the 1st day of September,
1982, and recorded on the 2nd
day of September, 1982, in Book
170, Page 488 as document
#184321 covering the West
9 Feet of Lot 4 in Block 14 in
the original town (now city) of
Owatonna, Minnesota
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 221
Main St E, Owatonna, MN 55060

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-100-1404
COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$96,422.49

THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been
complied with; that no action or
proceeding has been instituted
at law or otherwise to recover the
debt secured by said mortgage,
or any part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
April 18, 2017, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's
Main Office, Law Enforcement
Center, 204 Pearl Street East,
Owatonna, MN 55060 to pay
the debt secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any, on
said premises and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6
months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise
provided by law, the date on or
before which the mortgagor(s)
must vacate the property, if the
mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property
is not redeemed under section
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October
18, 2017, or the next business
day if October 18, 2017 falls
on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES SECTION 582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE

MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

Dated: February 21, 2017

Federal National Mortgage
Association ("Fannie Mae")
Assignee of Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

2/28, 3/7, 3114
3/21, 3/28, 4/4

[ Estate )

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF MOWER

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
APPOINTMENT

OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Court File Number:

50-PR-17-294
Estate of
aka Michele E.
Morehouse,
Decedent

Notice is given that an
Application for Informal
Appointment of Personal
Representative was filed with
the Registrar. The Registrar
accepted the application and
appointed Karena K Tufte,
whose address is 17250
533rd Ave, Austin, Minnesota
55912, to serve as the
personal representative of the
decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested
person may be entitled to
appointment as personal
representative or may object
to the appointment of the
personal representative. Any
objection to the appointment
of the personal representative
must be filed with the Court,
and any properly filed
objection will be heard by the
Court after notice is provided
to interested persons of

the date of hearing on the
objection.

Unless objections are filed,
and unless the Court orders
otherwise, the personal
representative has the full
power to administer the
estate, including, after

thirty (30) days from the
issuance of letters of general
administration, the power

to sell, encumber, lease,

or distribute any interest in
real estate owned by the
decedent.

Notice is further given that,
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having
claims against the decedent’s
estate are required to present
the claims to the personal
representative or to the Court
within four (4) months after
the date of this notice or the
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT,

Christine C. Zahradnik
Registrar
2/07/2017

Kristine M. Bartness
Court Administrator

Melanie J. Leth, #311911
Weber, Leth & Woessner, PLC
P.O. Box 130

Dodge Center, MN 55927

ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

2/28, 3/7

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

2/28




( Estate )

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

ORDER AND NOTICE OF
HEARING FOR FORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL AND FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

IN UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Court File Number:
74-PR-17-350

Judge: Joseph A. Bueltel

Estate of
Delbert C. Johnson, also
known as Delbert Johnson
Deceased

It is Ordered and Notice is
hereby given that on the 10th
day of April, 2017 at 10:45
a.m., a hearing will be held
in the above named Court 111
East Main Street, Owatonna,
Minnesota, for a formal probate
of the instrument purporting to
be the will of the above named
decedent, dated September 12,
2005, and for the appointment of
Darren Johnson, whose address
is 1498 - 150th Street East,
Faribault, Minnesota 55021,
as personal representative of
the estate of the above named
decedent in the unsupervised
administration, and that any
objection thereto must be filed
with the Court. That, if proper,
and no objections are filed, a
personal representative  will
be appointed to administer the
estate, to collect all assets, pay
all legal debts, claims, taxes
and expenses, and sell real and
personal property, and do all
necessary acts for the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL
CREDITORS having claims
against the Estate are required
to present the claims to the
personal representative or to
the Court Administrator within
four months after the date of
this Notice or the claims will be
barred.

BY THE COURT,

Karen Ducan
Court Administrator/Deputy
2/22/2017

John A. Edman
Attorney at Law

53 Downtown Plaza
P.O. Box 318
Fairmont, MN 56031
507-238-4333

Atty, Reg. No. 25719

2/28, 3/7

C Newe

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
HARASSMENT

Notice of Issuance of
Harassment Order For Relief
by Publication

Court File Number:
74-PR-15-419

Kessa Jo Wallace-Barnett
Petitioner(s)

VS.

Darin Lee Waldhauser
Respondent(s)

To Respondent named above:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED
that a Harassment Order For
Relief has been issued in the
above matter.

You may request a hearing
on this matter if you file a
Request For Hearing with

the Court within 45 days of
issuance of the Harassment
Order For Relief. You

may obtain a copy of the
Harassment Order For Relief
from the court administrator’s
office at the following
address: 107 West Main_
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060.

Failure to appear at a scheduled
hearing or to obtain a copy

of the Harassment Order For
Relief will not be a defense to
prosecution for violation of the
Court’s order.

Sonia Kocher
Court Administrator / Deputy
2/22/2017

2/28
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STRUSS CPA

420 N Cedar Avenue
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 451-0611
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INCOME TAX, INC. I:I

FASL

- COMPUTERIZED TAX FOR FEDERAL & ALL STATES
- INDIVIDUAL, FARMS, BUSINESS,

PARTERNSHIP, PAYROLLS & PAYROLL TAX
- CORPORATE & FIDUCIARY ACCOUNTING SERVICE

We offer electronic tax filing (federal & state)
507-437-8511

204 SW 12th Street, Austin
Locally Owned & Operated - Erik C. Newhouse, CPA - Quickbooks Pro Advisor

Ellen E. Stebbins LLC

Tax Preparation
& Accounting
Services

607 East Main St. « P.O. Box 756 * Blooming Prairie, MN

Phone: 507-583-6601
507-583-6602
Fax: 507-583-2067

Ellen Stebbins
Accountant - EA, RAP, ABA, ATP
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GUIDIE 2016

IRS recaps “Dirty Dozen” list of tax scams for 2017
IRS Special Edition Tax Tip 2017-04

Each year, the Internal Revenue Service issues a
list of the top 12 tax-related scams it sees through-
out the year. The IRS “Dirty Dozen” highlights
various schemes that taxpayers may encounter any-
time, many of which peak during tax-filing season.

Taxpayers need to guard against ploys that steal
their personal information, scam them out of money
or talk them into engaging in questionable behavior
with their taxes.

Here is a recap of this year’s “Dirty Dozen”
scams:

Phishing: Taxpayers need to be on guard against
fake emails or websites looking to steal personal
information. The IRS will never initiate contact
with taxpayers via email about a tax bill or refund.
Don’t click on emails or fake websites claiming to
be from the IRS. They may be nothing more than
scams to steal personal information. (IR-2017-15)

Phone Scams: Phone calls from criminals imper-
sonating IRS agents remain an ongoing threat to
taxpayers. The IRS has seen a surge of these phone
scams in recent years as con artists threaten taxpay-
ers with police arrest, deportation and license revo-
cation, among other things. (IR-2017-19)

Identity Theft: Taxpayers need to watch out for
identity theft, especially around tax time. The IRS
aggressively pursues criminals that file fraudulent
returns using someone else’s Social Security num-
ber. Though the agency is making progress on this
front, taxpayers still need to be extremely cautious
and do everything they can to avoid becoming vic-
timized. (IR-2017-22)

Return Preparer Fraud: Be on the lookout for un-
scrupulous return preparers. The vast majority of
tax professionals provide honest high-quality ser-
vice. There are some dishonest preparers who set up
shop each filing season to perpetrate refund fraud,
identity theft and other scams that hurt taxpayers.
(IR-2017-23)

Fake Charities: Be on guard against groups mas-

querading as charitable organizations to attract do-
nations from unsuspecting contributors. Look out
for charities with names similar to familiar or na-
tionally-known organizations. Contributors should
take a few extra minutes to ensure their hard-earned
money goes to legitimate and currently eligible
charities. IRS.gov has the tools taxpayers need to
check out the status of charitable organizations.
(IR-2017-25)

Inflated Refund Claims: Taxpayers should be
cautious of anyone promising inflated refunds.
Avoid preparers who ask taxpayers to sign a blank
return, promise a big refund before looking at any
records or charge fees based on a percentage of the
refund. Fraudsters use flyers, advertisements, pho-
ny storefronts and word of mouth via community
groups where trust is high to find their victims. (IR-
2017-26)

Excessive Claims for Business Credits: Avoid
improperly claiming the fuel tax credit. This tax
benefit is generally not available to most taxpay-
ers. The credit is usually limited to off-highway
business use, including use in farming. Taxpayers
should also avoid misuse of the research credit. Im-
proper claims often involve failures to participate in
or substantiate qualified research activities and sat-
isfy the requirements related to qualified research
expenses. (IR-2017-27)

Falsely Padding Deductions on Returns: Taxpay-
ers should avoid the temptation to falsify deduc-
tions or expenses on their tax returns in order to
pay less than they owe or receive larger refunds.
Think twice before overstating deductions such as
charitable contributions and business expenses or
improperly claiming credits such as the Earned In-
come Tax Credit or Child Tax Credit. (IR-2017-28)

Falsifying Income to Claim Credits: Don’t invent
income to erroneously qualify for tax credits, such
as the Earned Income Tax Credit. Taxpayers should
file the most accurate return possible because they

are legally responsible for what is on their return.
Claiming false income can lead to taxpayers facing
large bills to pay back taxes, interest and penalties.
In some cases, they may even face criminal pros-
ecution. (IR-2017-29)

Abusive Tax Shelters: Don’t use abusive tax
structures to avoid paying taxes. The IRS is com-
mitted to stopping complex tax avoidance schemes
and the people who create and sell them. The vast
majority of taxpayers pay their fair share, and ev-
eryone should be on the lookout for people ped-
dling tax shelters that sound too good to be true.
When in doubt, seek an independent opinion if of-
fered complex products. (IR-2017-31)

Frivolous Tax Arguments: Don’t use frivolous
tax arguments to avoid paying tax. Promoters of
such schemes encourage taxpayers to make unrea-
sonable and outlandish claims, even though they
have been repeatedly thrown out of court. While
taxpayers have the right to contest their tax liabili-
ties in court, no one has the right to disobey the law
or disregard their responsibility to pay taxes. The
penalty for filing a frivolous tax return is $5,000.
(IR-2017-33)

Offshore Tax Avoidance: The recent string of
successful enforcement actions against offshore tax
cheats -- and the financial organizations that help
them -- show that it’s a bad bet to hide money and
income offshore. Taxpayers are best served by com-
ing in voluntarily and taking care of their tax-filing
responsibilities. The IRS offers the Offshore Volun-
tary Disclosure Program to enable people to catch
up on their filing and tax obligations. (IR-2017-35)

Additional Resources:
* Choosing a Tax Professional

IRS YouTube Videos:
* Dirty Dozen — English | Spanish | ASL

Laura Ihrke
Steele County Auditor

NOTICE OF MEETING
JOINT DITCH #24 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
STEELE/ COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Joint Ditch #24 Board of Commissioners Steele/
Waseca County will be held at 2:30 p.m. on the 14th day of March, 2017, at the Steele County Ad-
ministration Building located at 630 Florence Ave., Owatonna, MN 55060

The Board will be meeting to discuss the petition for the following: Clinton Falls Township Bridge
No. 74516 over Crane Creek is structurally deficient and in need of replacement. Project: S.A.P. 074-
599-031 New Bridge No.74560 Road: TWP 37 over Crane Creek. Clinton Falls Township, Sec. 31
Twp. 108 N R. 20 W. The Board will also discuss any repairs that need to be made.

Dated this 20th day of February, 2017.

Tammy Spooner

Waseca County Auditor-Treasurer

STOCKWELL

ACCOUNTING

802 N Elm Ave
Owatonna, Minnesota

(507) 451-1873

2/28

STEELE COUNTY

TIMES

Always local, all the time.

LAWN MOWING PROPOSALS

Steele County is accepting proposals for lawn mowing and trimming at Beaver Lake Park, Hope

NOTICE OF MEETING
COUNTY DITCH #22 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
STEELE/ COUNTY

School, Straight River Canoe Landing, and Crane Creek Park. Steele County is also accepting
proposals for lawn mowing at the Steele County Landfill. Contractor must maintain bodily injury and
property damage liability in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence.

Proposals shall list each individual park and the landfill separately, and the price to mow and trim
per each time. Proposals shall be submitted to Steve Schroht, Four Seasons Centre / Park & Rec
Director at 1525 South EIm Ave, P.O. Box 57, Owatonna, MN 55060. Proposals must be received
by Friday March 10, 2017 at 3:00pm.

Parks questions may be directed to Steve Schroht Steele County Park and Rec Director at
(507)451-1093 or Landfill questions may be directed to Bruce Holland, Landfill Supervisor, at
(507)402-1719.

2/28

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the County Ditch #22 Board of Commissioners will
be held at 3:00 p.m. on the 14th day of March, 2017, at the Steele County Administration Building
located at 630 Florence Ave., Owatonna, MN 55060

That the Somerset Township road at a drainage pipe crossing CD 22 was washed out as a result of
September 2016 DR 4290 flood event. Petitioner requests on behalf of Somerset Township that the
CD 22 Ditch Authority makes its order allowing Somerset Township to replace the pipe and washed
out roadway with a new bridge designed in accordance with the hydraulic analysis in Section 11-
106-20.

Dated this 20th day of February, 2017

Laura Ihrke
Steele County Auditor 2/28
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Bootlegging days recalled with Speakeasy Night

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Many who are familiar
with the history of Blooming
Prairie  know  that the
Prohibition era from 1919 to
1933 was a historic time for
this small community.

Since 2017 1is the 150th
anniversary of Blooming
Prairie, organizers of
activities throughout the year
are planning a Speakeasy
Night Saturday, March 11 at
three locations in downtown
Blooming Prairie.

Check out Facebook or
inquire at the Blooming
Prairie Area Chamber of
Commerce for more details
on the special event. Event
locations will be revealed
with ticket purchases.

Tickets can be purchased at
J & H Liquors, Cue Company,
Bunkie’s, New York Life
Insurance and Sportstitch.

A speakeasy was an
illicit establishment selling
alcoholic beverages. These
establishments came into
prominence  during  the
Prohibition era.

Visitors to the Speakeasy
locations will be encouraged
to wear clothing of that era.
The Speakeasy locations
will not be revealed until the
night of the event.

Bootlegging stories have
been told for years but
nobody in recent years has

chronicled that history better
than Steve Wencl. He’s a
Blooming Prairie native who
has studied the history of
bootlegging in Steele County
and has fact checked many
of the happenings during
prohibition.

Wencl has researched much
of the prohibition history
tied to this area by searching
through  old  newspaper
articles, court records and by
talking to long-time residents
who lived during that era.

Much of the illegal alcohol
was reportedly manufactured
at the “Big Still” located 6
1/2 miles west of Blooming
Prairic on the Levy farm.
Wencl has been especially
interested in a raid that took
place at the site of the still
on Dec. 5, 1932. He tells the
locals’ side.

The raid was a staged
job; it wasn’t real. Sunday
afternoon, certain people got
a visit from Blooming Prairie
locals with a very important
warning that the still was
going to be raided Monday
night, Wencl says.

Those people fanned out to
warn their neighbors living
near the still to stay away
and off the roads by the still
on Monday morning. By late
Sunday afternoon, everybody
knew what was going to
happen.

Monday  morning, the
still operator and his crew

basically packed up and left
in broad daylight with no law
enforcement in sight.

The raid was well
planned to avoid accidents,
misunderstandings and
arrests. This particular still is
not mentioned in later legal
proceedings.

Wencl tells one resident’s
reaction to the idea that
federal agents found the
“Big Still” west of Blooming
Prairie. The resident mused:
“Why would they have to
find something that they were
paid to stay away from? They
were also paid to leave the
trucks alone.”

Another Blooming Prairie
area resident’s reaction to
how the federal agents found
the still was captured by
Wencl: “Nonsense! What is
the matter with these people?
How do they think all that
activity went on for so long
out in the open like that? The
answer is that the feds were
paid off.”

Let’s take a look at the
newspaper article without a
byline in the Blooming Prairie
Times on Dec. 8, 1932. It
reads: “Six prohibition agents
who long have watched the
local alcohol situation and
yearned to lay their hands on
the sources of supply to dry
up the traffic, swooped down
upon a lonely farm home
west of Blooming Prairie
Monday evening and located

the place for everyone.

A place for all kids to feel welcome.
A place that nurtures kids—a place where they can grow.
A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.
The Boys & Girls Club of Blooming Prairie is

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE
401 4th St SE,

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Blooming Prairie native Steve Wencl is a walking textbook when it comes to researching history
on the bootlegging operations happening near Blooming Prairie in the 1930s. He is shown with a
display he plans to have available at a Speakeasy Night on Saturday, March 11.

what they declared was the
‘biggest still ever found in
southern Minnesota.’”

The article said raids in
Baraboo, Wisconsin had cut
off one fourth of alcohol “but
the flood continued.”

Agents, under the cover of
darkness, made their way to
the old Levy farm where four
years earlier a big still had
been found.

Agents laid out their
plans carefully and believed
secretly but when they
reached the Levy farm, no
alcohol operators were in
sight.

The planning for the
raid started afar a highway
patrolman and a truck
driver hauling corn sugar
through Mason City got
into an argument. The angry
patrolman contacted law
enforcement outside of the
“network” and in a short
time, too many people knew
about the truck as it left the
Mason City area.

Repeal was near, and it
was time to get out of the
alcohol business.

Referring again to the
Times article of Dec. 8§,
1932, Wencl says federal

agents “upon entering the
barn on the Levy farm, found
a huge mixing vat, 16 feet
in diameter, five feet deep,
filled with 10,000 gallons
of mash. Five other copper
vats, bigger and each with a
12,000 gallon capacity fed
two stills 23 feet high. Power
was furnished by six steam
engines and heat for the
alike cooker came from two
40-horse power boilers.

“In addition the officers
found a dynamo and an
electrical system, storage
tanks draining 60,000
gallons of mash and 2,000
gallons of alcohol poured
from the stills. Alcohol ready
for shipment in the gallon
tin cans was discovered and
the cans were piled high
and fired. Two thousand
empty cans were found and
punctured by axes.

“Most  supplies  were
destroyed including 7,500
pounds of corn sugar just
shipped in from Milwaukee,
and some yeast.”

The article also made
reference to a sawed-off
shotgun left behind by the
operator of the still. Every
possible  precaution was

taken by the alcohol cookers
to hide their operation.
They reportedly bought
redemption rights on the
deserted farm located west
of a cemetery.

A lookout perch was built
at the top of the barn and a
danger of a raid was alerted
by an individual pressing a
button to ring a bell in the
house orbarn. Thissignal then
allowed the still operators to
go down a concealed tunnel
underground behind a straw
stack. They didn’t have to
use it.

The “Big Still” reportedly
had a capacity of 1800
gallons of alcohol daily and
it employed 12 men for the
24 hours of operation. The
article concluded saying it
was estimated that the plant
cost “somewhere between
$20,000 to $30,000.”

If interested in this
bootlegging history, join the
Speakeasy visits on March
11. Steve Wencl will be there
to share more stories and to
dispel many myths that have
been spread over the years
about bootlegging in the
Blooming Prairie area.

Blooming

Strong

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

A BP ANCHOR SINCE 1997

Blooming Prairie MN 55917
507.583.6699

msundine@bgclubroch.org
www.bgclubroch.org

Blooming on the Prairie
for a century and a half!

18672017

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Proud sponsor of
BP’s 150th year!
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Driving students to success
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Feb. 22 marked the first annual Minnesota School Bus Driver App eciation Day. Drivers from around the county gathered at the Owatonna Bus Company to be
honored and enjoy a lunch together.

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

“I think it was high-time,”
Bill Regan’s voice called over
the speakers, as he addressed
the crowd. Regan, owner of
the Owatonna Bus Company,

was speaking to a collection
of school bus drivers, as they
gathered to celebrate the First
Annual Minnesota School Bus
Driver Appreciation Day on
Feb. 22.

Regan thanked Governor
Dayton for creating the day in

honor of some of Minnesota’s
hardest workers, who often
go unnoticed. Officers from
highway and state patrol were
in attendance and thanked the
drivers for keeping kids safe.
The Owatonna Bus
Company organized a lunch

for their drivers to mark the
day, and also recognize a few
special drivers among their
ranks. Regan introduced Mary
Lou Thurman as a woman
with “a heart bigger than the
bus she drives.”

Thurman has been with the

company 20 years and works
as a driver for special needs
students. Thurman, who had
found out only the day before

APPRECIATION
Continued on page 4B

Every

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

The superlatives used to
describe the annual Blooming
Prairie Education Foundation
auction are many.

“Blooming  Prairie is
amazing,” says Sue Zwiener,
one of the founders of the
auction in 2004. “Everybody
loves their kids,” she adds.

“It’s just gotten bigger and
bigger every year,” remarks
John Bruns, Blooming Prairie
High School teacher and
coach.

Both Zwiener and Bruns
“were booted” off the board
this year, chuckles Zwiener
when saying they each served
five three-year terms and
according to BP Education
Foundation by-laws, that’s the
maximum time of service.

Zwiener says her
involvement with the Ed
Foundation is easily explained
by the fact she has 12
grandchildren in the Blooming
Prairie school system. “The
kids are our future,” she

ody in

emphasizes.

With the auction just over
three weeks away on Saturday,
March 25, Zwiener, Bruns
and other auction committee
members are already seeing
an avalanche of auction items
coming into the New York
Life Insuance Agency on Main
Street.

“We have gotten over
100 items already,” says
auction committee member
Rachel Klemmensen who is
inventorying the silent and live
auction items.

Auction items are always
welcome and can be dropped
off at New York Life. The
$80,000 profited last year is
only half of the story, says
Zwiener. “It’s also the donors
we must pay tribute to,” she
said.

Donations  come  from
all ages and all kinds of
businesses. Sue tells of
a youngster donating a
newspaper subscription for
the auction and of an elderly
woman every year has donated
a handmade quilt.

BP loves their kids

Zwiener and Bruns said the
auction committee is hoping
to have over 300 items. “We
will take 400 if we get them,”
Zwiener said.

Last year’s auction brought
in the most funds ever,
$80,000. That total then
becomes the Ed Foundation’s
budget for the year. Funds are
used for a variety of projects
including iPads for elementary
students, a high school robotics
team, field trips and advances
in technology.

Teachers and support staff
come up with requests twice a
year, February and October.

The Foundation uses its
resources to fill voids in
programs by adding to the
educational experiences of the
students in ISD 756.

Bruns and Zwiener have
some favorite donation tales
to spin for the 15 years they
have served the board. “We
had a live rabbit placed on
the auction one year,” Bruns

FOUNDATION
Continued on page 2B
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Sue Zwiener and John Bruns have retired from the Blooming
Prairie Education Foundation but they are still actively involved
with the annual fundraising auction. They are shown with a
couple of items recently donated for the upcoming March 25
auction. The gun cabinet was donated by Butch Anderson and
the art print was given by an anonymous donor.

Walking on
frozen water

LiTTLE THOUGHTS
ON THE PRAIRIE

DELAP

We have been surrounded
with history lately. Companies
celebrating centennial
anniversaries, people
celebrating long marriages,
towns  celebrating  long
existences.

This past week, we hit the
37th anniversary of a miracle.
It was dubbed, “The miracle
on ice.”

It was a time when our
country was going through
great turmoil and duress,
breaking forth from the “me
decade” into the “yuppie
decade.” There was the Iran
hostage  crisis,  Chrysler
needed a bailout and the loss
of John Lennon wasn’t just
something we “imagined.”

A lot of our boys from the
upper Midwest played and
enlisted in Minnesota native
son, Herb Brooks’ hockey
army. Hockey. Of all things.
Considered at that time to be
the little brother of almost all
other sports. And a little child
led them.

Fourteen members of that
team were from Minnesota.
Some were from obscure
places like Babbitt and
Roseau, Virginia and Warroad.
And against all odds, in an
impossible  situation,  the
Minnesota connection was
strong. 42.1959° - Not one
of our skate-clad kids was
born any further south than
Scituate, Massachusetts.

Twenty years earlier, the
Russians had been defeated
by a U.S. Olympic hockey
team. Herb Brooks, a graduate
of the U of Minnesota was the
last one cut on that team and
not making the journey left a
taste for determination in his
mouth.

A third of all goals in that
competition were made by
Roger and Billy Christian,
who went on to make
Christian Brothers hockey
sticks. They also lay claim to
the largest hockey stick in the
world which is on display in

MIRACLE
Continued on page 4B

Little Mermaid makes waves at OHS

lan Crum played a commanding Triton next to a comical Sebastian

by Andrew Wall.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Owatonna High School
brought Disney’s The Little
Mermaid to the stage in
nothing less than spectacular
fashion.

Its dedication to the wonder
of undersea life was clear in
every ocean scene. The iconic
“Under the Sea” number in
particular was a clear sign
this production was going all
in. A multitude of colorful
creatures filled the stage and
danced, while crewmembers
moved a large whale through
the auditorium aisles, and
kites like giant squids were
floated above the audience’s
head from the balcony. Just
when you thought it couldn’t
top itself, it did.

When it wasn’t playing
in the dazzling waters, the
production pulled you into the
depths of the sea witch’s cave.
As Ursula sang about her quest
for power, her eel sidekicks
glowed in the dark, and
whenever the light hit Ursula’s
tentacles, they shimmered.
Costumers Margaret Schlicker
and Kjerstin Anderson clearly
understood how to make the
stage work in their favor.

If the show had one lower
point in its design, it came
when Ursula transformed
Ariel into a human. Instead
of practical effects, the cast
cleared the stage and the clip
of the transformation from
the animated movie played
on a large projector screen. It

MERMAID
Continued on page 4B
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Leah Moon’s Ursula was compleeing. Her sidekick eels, played by
Bernadette Donlon and Lydia Weisenburger were equally eery.
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Blooming Prairie Living
BP Veterans Memorial 33.4 percent to goal

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Blooming Prairie Masonic
Lodge 123 recently donated
$3500 to the Blooming Prairie
Veterans Memorial project.

The monies were gained from
an auction in early January. The
Lodge has been disbanded and
holdings were sold in a pubic
auction. Ken Trom, Burton
Knutson and Marvin Ingvalson
were instrumental in directing
the auction monies to the
501©(3) nonprofit corporation.

The donation hikes the
fundraising thus far to
$83,688.97, 33.4 percent of the

Memorial group’s $250,000
goal.
More fundraising is in

the planning for Memorial
Day with a Blooming Prairie
Veterans Memorial Quilt Raffle
to take place.

A patriotic quilt has been
finished and was pieced by
Marilyn Meshke and quilted
by Calico Hutch in Hayward,
MN. The quilt is named “Stars
of Freedom” and measures 101
by 110 inches.

Raffle tickets will cost $5
each. Three prizes will be
given: first prize is the patriotic
quilt, second prize is $100 and
third prize is $50. You need not

be present to win.

All proceeds from the quilt
and monetary prizes raffle
will be donated to the BP
Veterans Memorial. The quilt
raffle drawing will be after the
Memorial Day activities on
May 29 at the BP Servicemen’s
Club.

The quilt raffle tickets will
be sold at the Servicemen Club
Foxhole, A Touch of Charm,
and by the Blooming Prairie
Veterans Memorial Committee,
Corporation members,
Servicemen’s Club members,
the VFW, American Legion,
Sons of the American Legion,
and Auxiliaries.

Also contact the following
for tickets or with questions:
Marilyn ~ Meshke,  Sandy
Jones, Doug Miner, Fred
Vokoun, Tom Walters, Kenny
Vermilyea, Keith Holman, Kurt
Blome, Jaclyn Schlichter, or
Tom Peterson.

All  five local service
organizations are represented
on the BP Veterans Memorial
committees. They include
American Legion Post 52 and
Auxiliary, VFW Post 878 and
Auxiliary and the Sons of the
American Legion.

The memorial will be located
to the east of the Blooming
Prairie Servicemen’s Club.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

A patriotic quilt has been finished and was pieced by Marilyn M shke and quilted by Calico Hutch in Hayward, MN. The quilt is
named “Stars of Freedom” and measures 101 by 110 inches. it will be the first prize given f om a quilt raffle with the drawing to b
held at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club on May 29. Shown with the quilt, from left to right, are Memorial Committee members
Ken Vermljea, Sandy Jones, Marilyn Meshke, Tom Walters, Doug Miner and Tom Peterson.

FOUNDATION: from page 1B

recalls. “I also bought a
crocodile,” Zwiener says. The
crocodile was a log carving
donated by Tom Jensen of
Blooming Prairie.

Billy Noble’s pickled eggs
have been popular auction
items. A jar of the eggs one
year was sold for $200. The
buyer than took out the eggs
singly and sold each for a
sizable amount.

Bruns’ girls basketball team
and cross country runners
volunteered their time to
pick rocks on property near
Blooming Prairie. Connie
and Darrell Trom bought the
package, saying they would
have had to hire the job done

Foundation turns rubble into riches

anyway.

Sue also laughingly tells
the story, a true one, about
she and Becky Noble, BP
Area Chamber of Commerce
executive director, picking up
some unique items on their
way back to Blooming Prairie
from a meeting in Owatonna.

“We came through Bixby
and saw the aftermath of
Zeiner’s Ballroom after it
was demolished. We flipped
around and went over to the
rubble and began pulling
items out, including Grandma
Zeiner’s stool, a gift table and
some other items.

“The story got out that there
were a couple old ladies going

through stuff once a part of
Zeiner’s.”

What did Sue and Becky
do? They put the items on
subsequent  auctions and
made about $3,000 on various
memorabilia  items  from
Zeiner’s, said Zwiener.

The idea for an education
foundation  auction came
from watching what other
communities had done with an
education foundation, Zwiener
explained.

In the early years of the
Foundation since its beginning
in 1999, various fundraisers
were staged. One involved
a house donated by Chuck
Halstenson. The house was

Blooming Prairie Area Chamber
of Commerce 2017 schedule

JANUARY

19 - 6 p.m., Annual Banquet, Servicemen’s

Club

FEBRUARY

15-5:30 p.m., meeting at BP Dairy Queen

MARCH Supper Club
15- Noon meeting at BP City Center,

catered by Subway OCTOBER
APRIL

19- 6 pm., George’s of Geneva

MAY

13- City-wide Garage Sales
17- Noon meeting at Bunkie’s

AUGUST

15-20- Steele County Free Fair

SEPTEMBER
16- Annual Car Show & Crazy Days

20- 6 p.m., meeting at Lansing Corners

18- Noon, meeting at The Bakery

NOVEMBER

2- 6:30 p.m., wine tasting at Servicemen’s

Club

15- 6 p.m., Annual meeting at Pizza

Cellar

23-4-7 p.m., BP Ambulance Open House

JUNE

21- 6 p.m., Chamber Picnic, Brookside

Campgrounds

JULY

2- 150th Anniversary Celebration
3-4- Old Fashioned Fourth of July

DECEMBER

1- Holiday Dazzle

M Bank

13- 5-7 p.m., Business After Hours at F&

Next year’s annual Banquet/Citizen of

2018.

19- Golf Fun Day at BP Country Club

the year at Servicemen’s Club on Jan. 18,

owned by his parents. Steve
and Lisa Vaith sold the house,
which brought in $90,000 to
the Foundation treasury.

After participating in a
St. Mary’s Catholic School
auction and visiting auctions
in Adams and Dover-Eyota,
Sue said she and other
Foundation board members
thought, “Let’s try an auction
here,” she said. It then began
in 2004.

In the first years of the
auction fund-raisers, lots of
data entry was required. It was
supervised by Bruns. He later
developed a special auction
computer program on Excel.

Sue said she was hopeful
that the first auction would
bring in $10,000-$12,000. It
brought in $30,000.

The profits increased as
the years advanced. Other
communities including
Ellendale, Triton, Faribault
BA and Waseca have watched
Blooming Prairie’s Ed
Foundation success.

Sue Zwiener and John
Bruns have kind words for one
another’s contributions to the
success of the auction. It just
so happens that John is Sue’s
son-in-law.

Stix of Fury earn
transportation money

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

The Blooming Prairie Drum Corps, Stix of Fury, hosted a
pancake breakfast on Sunday, Feb. 26 at the Pizza Cellar to earn
money for the group’s transportation fund. Here, Stix member
Aubrie Brandt, 11, brings more syrup to some hungry customers.
Aubrie is a member of the group’s color guard.

Cancer Corner

Blooming
Prairie Cancer
Group

fun and food.

They have
from 6-8 pm.
Mark your

Support the fighters, Admire the survivors, Honor the taken.

BP Cancer Group reschedules
Soup & Pickled Challenge

Bad weather led the Cancer Group
to cancel their soup and pickled Co.
challenge on Friday, but don’t worry
you still have a chance to enjoy the

rescheduled it for
Saturday, March 4. They’1l be serving

calendars

Sponsored by K rej C i

evening and head down to the Cue

You can sample different soups and
pickled items and vote for the best
one.

This is a free will donation and all
proceeds go to the BP Cancer Group.

for that
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Boy ‘
Scouts

Blooming Prairie area

Scout Master- Dan Pirkl
Cub Scout leader- Davin Johnson
Committee members- Corey Miller, Craig
Schammel & Peter Graves

Contact information: Dan Pirkl

UT L - 507-583-7386 SU %T

On my honor | will do my best to do my

=

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, friendly, T P N
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty H\\”f' SS duty to God and my country and to obey the
: ' ' ) ' e Ny Scout law; to help other people at all times;
to keep myself physically strong, mentally

awake, and morally straight.

brave, clean and reverent. The mission of the Boy Scouts of America

is to prepare young people to make
' ethical and moral choices over their k
lifetimes by instilling in them the values of

the scout oath and scout law.

e Spring weekend campout

e Highway 30 Spring ditch
cleanup with Lions Club

e fall day hike
e fall popcorn fundraiser

e 2018 week long summer
camping adventure

Area boy scouts enjoyed a trip to Yellowstone National Park. They included: on back of sign- Alex Miller; on front of sign- Alex Piller; front
of sign (left to right)- Dylan Johnson, Cole Graves, Paul Sunde, David Kartes, Sam Skillestad, Lucas Schammel, Mitchell Fiebiger, Charlie
Heimerman, Joe Pirkl, Alex Riley, Drake Zilm, Sam Pirkl and Tyler Miller.

. A

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Blooming Prairie
Bus Company
A
42802
“Where the Individual and )
- . . the Comfort, come first”
656 3rd St. NE * Blooming Prairie, MN Dentistry for the entire family H
Robert Salinas Jeffregol;. 583?‘&(212 DDS “Safety First!
Family-Owned - - . . -
507-583-6620 132 2nd Ave. NE Be on Time!” 237 Hwy Ave. S * Blooming Prairie  583-6671

You Lre Loeking 21
2 Realloiion . - Your ad could DERRICIGS
Water Conditioners TRY HOPE be here! :
Call today! BUTTER FOR Darrick Schewe
Autljoriz,ed Independent Kinetic:) Ezeale: YOUR BAKING! T STEELE COUNTY °wner WWW.minimizer.com
Garlck's Water Conditioning | | 507_684-2019 IMES 507-583-9994 800-248-3855
www.garlickswater.com Ahways local, al the time. ocated in NAPA Auto Parts Building : =
Seles - Service ° Rentels - Leasing ’ Blooming Prairie
N N/ =V P ~ N
CZDr. cZ)eéor h o[ien M k 9,
I.ARGE SELECTlONS SRTHODGNTIC SPECIALIST 505 w5 V. ‘l] (e S) 5[77@[@5@ 9@
LOW PRICES A\ REPAIR Appliances & TV
Agy & TinucksTite) | [ e o e
495 West N. ST. 870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna saggii:s\h/':' W;;\li\m’
Owatonna Emergency or on the farm repair 507-256 ’7258 1288325-728;';2 1E?Od |
_ _ 132 2™ Ave NE ® Blooming Prairie 7-455- - - nd Ave, Ellendale
507-451-7220 507.583.6613 * FREE CON%ULTATION (Aft?rglour555%79¢:g58-08483) k J
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County Living

In addition to the Owatonna school district, the bus company also provides 15 drivers to ferry students to
Medford public school. Many of the Medford drivers have country routes to pick up their rural passengers.

APPRECIATION: from page 1B

that she was to be honored,
was  touched Dby the
recognition.

Having injured her back
last year, Thurman spent
a few months laid-up
and said she remembers
watching the buses go by
her house and itching to get
back to work.

On the mend, Thurman
is back at work helping

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

a plaque on the occassion.

Drivers are watching out for students

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Mary Lou Thurnau was honored at the appreciation lunch for her 20 years of service.
Owatonna Bus Company owner Bill Regan (left) and Mayor Tom Kuntz (right) gifted her

autistic get to school.
Thurman is well loved by
her students and will have
former passengers come up
and give her a hug when
she’s about town.

“They don’t forget you,”
she said with a smile.

Kera  Wertish started
with the Owatonna Bus
Company in 2002. She
works all day helping

Wertish, who used to work
with older students, loves
her young charges.

“I’m taller than they
are,” Wertish quipped. She
enjoys meeting the kids
when they’re very young,
sometimes only two and
watching them grow up and
gain independence.

“Seeing their progress,
that’s what I do,” Wertish
said. She’s touched by the
trust parents put in her to

look after their kids.

Rick Culver, who’s
been with the company
five years, has a more
traditional route. Picking
up students in the country,
he drives them into school,
sometimes 50 or 60 at a
time. Talking about the
challenges drivers face, he
says, “Driving in the winter
can be an adventure.”

It’s important he said to
keep the kids upbeat. Every

day coming and going from
school, bus drivers, he said,
are the “first face they see.
Last face they see.”

Mark Lunde, a former
farmer whose been driving
for five years now, says
the goal of all bus drivers
is simple: get the kids to
school “on time and safe.”

Kathy Flicek, who’s also
been at Owatonna five
years, says, “If I can make
them smile, I’'m doing my

job.”

“I get attached to them,”
she continued. The kids,
she said, appreciate you.

Whatever route they
drive, the bus drivers of
Steele County should be
thanked for their hard work
watching over students as
they learn.

students that are blind, special needs preschoolers
wheelchair-bound, or come and go from school.
Music was magical

MERMAID: from page 1B

wasn’t bad by any means,
but after pulling out all the
stops for previous scenes,
it felt like a more inventive
method could have been
used, similar to her final
transformation that did take
place on stage.

The performances from
the cast were spot on. The
titular  character  played
by Jenna McMains was
delightful to watch. It’s a tall
order to find an actress who
can act, sing, and play up
the physicality of the muted
mermaid, but McMains fit
the bill.

Leah Moon’s turn as
Ursula was wonderfully
wicked. It’s stunning to find
such a powerful voice in one
so young. While Moon may
not be a regular on the stage,
audience members are sure
to wish she’d grace it more
often.

A standout performance
by Andrew Wall kept
Sebastian the crab in the
audience’s hearts even when
he wasn’t on stage. Wall’s
dedication to a Jamaican
accent was well rewarded,
as his dialogue was some of
the funniest in the show.

The music, led by Chris
Harris, swelled to fill the
auditorium at the beginning
of the show and never left
the audience till the end.
The orchestra should be
congratulated for providing
a flawless backdrop to the
action.

The entire cast showed
great musical skill, but a
special nod has to be given to
Ian Crum as Triton. Though
he didn’t sing often, Crum
filled the king’s voice with
the depth such a character
requires to be sympathetic.

If the music hit any
snags, it was the volume of
the orchestra occasionally
competed with actors on
stage, most likely a product
of them sitting next to the
audience in the auditorium
instead of in a traditional pit.

The cast, crew, and
director  Erik  Eitrheim
achieved a show well done.

Next time you feel a
hankering for theatre, skip
the cities. There’s plenty of
talent right here in town.

MIRACLE: from page 1B

Eveleth, Minnesota. They
also placed an heir apparent
on the 1980 team — Davey
Christian.

So, on that day in February
where nobody expected the
local boys to come out on
top, my family was huddled
around the television in
Milwaukee watching that
hockey game. I heard my
dad say, “That’s my Uncle
Billy” as they panned the
crowd.

“Oh, and there’s Uncle
Roger,” said my mom. We’d
been to Warroad many times
when I was a young child
and was always amazed
by the gold medals and the
hockey stick factory. And
the little kid I used to play
with and teased for playing a
sport “other than basketball”
was skating around an ice
rink in Lake Placid.

My cousin, Davey. It was
more intense for us. It was
family.

We bit our nails that day.
We cursed a little that day
at the Russian horde who
didn’t get called for an
illegal check. We walked
away from the set on
numerous occasions because
we couldn’t bear to watch.

But then it happened. So
quickly and so late in the

Miracle was moving to witness

game. 10 minutes left and
the United States led for
the first time. Those last 10
minutes were the longest of
our lives and we waited for
another shoe to drop, but it
never did.

And we all felt a little
better about hockey that day.
We all felt like we could
“accomplish” anything after
that. It was a victory for a
country that had become
an underdog in a world of
hungry wolves. The chant,
“USA” was reborn there and
still resounds today not only
against foreign competition,
but ever in our hearts.

It is the fabric of our
lives, the strands formed
of immigrants finding a
home here as they passed
through Ellis Island, the
flag being raised at Iwo
Jima, the declaration that
we’ve defeated polio, and
that ever-present feeling
that came from 9/11, “They
cannot break our spirit.”

We live in the greatest
country in the world. And
when you are purposed for
greatness, there will always
be those who seek to defeat.
Because we are all, “born
to the breed,” our everyday
situations and circumstances
can make us feel the weight

of'the world on our shoulders
and at times, we want to give
up.

But. Remember the day
that a three-inch diameter,
vulcanized  rubber  disc
passed by the mightiest
country of the world, hit a
nylon net, lit the lamp and
caused an ear-piercing horn
to be drowned out by the

resounding thunder of a
people united.
“The attacks of Sept.

11 were intended to break
our spirit. Instead we have
emerged stronger and more
unified. We feel renewed
devotion to the principles
of political, economic and

religious freedom, the rule
of law and respect for human
life. We are more determined
than ever to live our lives in
freedom.” — R. W. Giuliani

Where do we want to

go today, Minnesota? Is
there anything we can’t
accomplish?

Catch the image of a

rubber puck resting safely
on the ice just beyond that
red line. Perhaps then you
will be able to skate. On
frozen water. And you will
experience your miracle.

And wherever you go...
be careful out there.

March 10 - 18

35 Boat Show

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice
Workers’ Compensation

Long-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

« All Boats, Motors &
Accessories at Show Prices

« Seminars from Fishing Pros
- Great Trade-Ins
Rochester, MN

+ 2.4% Financing 507-282-5532
For Details www.alsspecialtymarine.com

Steve Fields

4090 Alberta Drive NE Minnesota Attorney

1-888-343-5375
www.GetFields.com

&= FIELDS
LAW FIRM

Wet Basement Dampening Your Spirits?

Basement Waterproofing ¢ Foundation Repair ¢ Concrete Leveling

—— e s A

Free Estimates! Call Today.

1.800.795.120%




How to Find Affordable
High-Speed Home Internet Services

Dear Savvy Senior,

Do you know of any resources
that can help me find afford-
able high-speed home Internet
services? I'm retired and live
primarily on my Social Security
and would like to find something
cheaper than the $40 per month
that I currently pay.

Searching Senior

Dear Searching,

There are two great resourc-
es you can turn to, to help you
locate low-cost or discounted
Internet services, but’s what’s
available to you will depend
on where you live and/or your
income level. Here’s where to
begin.

Low-Cost Internet

Your first step to locate cheap-

er high-speed Internet is Ev-
eryoneOn, a national nonprofit
organization dedicated to mak-
ing affordable Internet services
available to all Americans.

Through partnerships with In-
ternet providers like Comcast,
Cox, AT&T, T-Mobile, Media-
com and others, EveryoneOn
can help you search for services
in your area that provide high-
speed (4G LTE) Internet at a
very low cost. Most participat-
ing companies charge around
$10 per month, with no contract
and no equipment fee. However,
for non-income qualifiers, there
may be a one-time setup/equip-
ment fee of $62. Data plans will
vary too.

To start your search, go to
EveryoneOn.org and type in
your ZIP code and click on the

“Find Offers” button, or you can
call 877-947-4321. You’ll then
need to answer a few questions
regarding you household finan-
cial situation so the Internet ser-
vices you’re eligible for can be
located.

Some providers offer their
services only to people with
limited financial resources,
however there are others that of-
fer low-cost deals to everyone
regardless of income. What’s
available to you will depend on
where you live.

Also note that in addition to
the low-cost Internet services,
EveryoneOn also provides re-
ferrals to affordable computers
and free computer classes. Most
of the companies they work with
offer refurbished tablets usually
for under $100, and computers

for under $160 that are available
to everyone. And, they provide
referrals to free computer class-
es, which are typically offered in
public libraries across the U.S.

Discounted Internet

If you don’t have any luck
finding a low-cost service
through EveryoneOn, and your
income is low enough, another
option is the Lifeline Assis-
tance Program. This is a federal
program that provides a $9.25
monthly subsidy to help pay for
broadband Internet service, or
for a home or wireless phone.
Only one benefit is available
per household; either phone
service (home or wireless) or
Internet (home or mobile), but
not both.

To qualify, you’ll need to
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Prairie Manor Care Center

& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie

583-4434

show that your annual house-
hold income is at or below 135
percent of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines — which is $16,281
for one person, or $21,924 for
two. Or, that you’re receiving
certain types of government
benefits, such as Medicaid,
food stamps, SSI, public hous-
ing assistance, veterans pension
or survivors pension benefit,
or live on federally recognized
Tribal lands.

To apply, you’ll need to con-
tact an Internet provider in your
area that participates in the
Lifeline program and ask for

an application form. To locate
providers in your area, visit
LifelineSupport.org or call 888-
641-8722. Once the provider
verifies your eligibility, they
will begin service. (NOTE: The
Internet companies that partner
with EveryoneOn do not cur-
rently accept the lifeline sub-
sidy.)

Send your senior questions
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the
NBC Today show and author of

[ History from

the news archives

“The Savvy Senior” book.

10 Years Ago
Tuesday, March 6th, 2007
Ever since its inception in

1938, the minimum wage has
had its influence felt throughout
the entire country. Each change
in these wages has a large im-
pact on the economics at the
time, for better or for worse

This past February, minimum
wage bills passed both the House
of Representatives and the Sen-
ate for the first time since 1997
under resolution H.R. 2, raising
the minimum salary from $5.15
to $7.25 per hour by early 2008.

The soon-to-be increase in
pay is seen on some sides as a
boon for those who work in the
strain of poverty, while others
see it as an unnecessary stress
on small business employers
and the economy in general.

With an increase in minimum
wage soon approaching on the
horizon, business, employers,
and employees all have to ready
themselves foe the changes that
will occur.

The fourth-annual Blooming
Prairie Education Foundation
Fundraising event is now with-
in sight. On Saturday, March
24" at the Pizza Cellar and
Cue Company you can come
as carly as 3:30 to place your
bids for that silent auction that
takes place until 5:30. At 7 PM
the live auction kicks off with
around 100 items a year.

Since 2004, the Foundation
has held an annual auction of
donated items and treasures cre-
ated by the students from every
class in the elementary school.

20 Years Ago
Tuesday, March 4%, 1997

Steele County Commission-
ers found out that the enhanced
emergency 911 system will be
tested in late May or early June
at their February 25" meeting,
later than they hoped.

The board had expected it
would be this month that ser-
vices would be ready to try out.
But a rush of counties utilizing
phone companies time forced a
first-come, first-serve basis.

The county however, have
automatic number identification
ability once the equipment is in-
stalled at the Steele County Law
Enforcement Center. With ANI,
the phone number of the caller
would automatically show up on
the screen for the dispatcher.

The police has a minimum
requirements that communica-
tion companies would have to
fulfill, but the county would still
have the last say on the tower
application.

Mike Caron, county plan-
ning and zoning, presented
seven requirements his office
would want fulfilled before the
planning commission would
consider an application to build

a tower.

50 Years Ago
Thursday, March 3rd, 1967

Ten applications have been
received for the position of night
officer in Blooming Prairie, it
was reported Tuesday afternoon.

In addition to local residents,
applications have been received
from Owatonna, Faribault, Al-
bert Lea, and a town in Iowa.

The position to be filled has
been held by Darrel Rouhoff.

No action will be taken on se-
lecting a new night officer from
the applications until the council
meeting on Monday, March 7%,

Due to unusually warm
spring-like weather, the ice skat-
ing pond has been closed for a
year, it was announced this week
by Glenn Dennis.

Youngsters in Blooming
Prairie have had a short skat-
ing season, as it was not opened
until after Christmas due to the
warm weather.

The Blooming Prairie Fire
Department was summoned to
the Fosteson home about 1:45
pm, Tuesday of this week when
a “short” in a stereo set caused a
minor smoke damage.

The set was carried outside
of the house and the firemen
used their smoke ejector to clear
the home of smoke.

75 Years Ago

Thursday, March 5%, 1942

In an effort to get every Steele
County co-operative creamery
signed up for the ‘“creamery
check-defense bond purchasing
plan”. Officers and directors of
all Steele county creameries are
beating the highways and by-
ways this week contacting all of

the patrons.

A preliminary meeting for all
co-operative creamery officers
was held at Owatonna last Fri-
day evening when the plan was
outlined in detail by Sen. Cash-
man and Rep. John Hartle.

The National Safety Council
has just released to the Safety

Division of the State Highway
department figures showing that
13,900 pedestrians were killed
in the nation’s traffic last year.
Two-thirds of them , more than
9,000, met death because they
were violating traffic laws made
to protect them.

CITY OF OWATONNA
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Parks and Recreation Department
is Now Hiring for the Following Positions:

Facilities Specialist — Electrician - $24.76 - $32.19 per hour, full-time,
permanent position, includes excellent benefits.

Guest Services - $9.50/hour, seasonal position, flexible schedule

Guest Services Lead - $12.00/hour, seasonal position, flexible schedule

Park & Grounds and Golf Maintenance - $9.50/hour, seasonal position,
flexible schedule

For a complete job description and to apply:
Visit our Website at: www.ci.owatonna.mn.us

Only online applications will be accepted.
Application Deadline: March 10, 2016 4:30 pm

Equal Opportunity Employer

Steele County Times Professional Directory

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 » Fax: 507-583-2317
Hwy. 218 » Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com
FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Johnson Construction

& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal *Trimming & Topping *Tree Moving
Lot Clearing * Backhoe/Skidloader » Hauling General Construction
24 Hr. Emergency Services * Year Round Work ¢ Licensed & Insured

KYLE JOHNSON - 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”
Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE
Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

COUNT ONUS!

» Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
* Rubbish & Garbage Removal

9017-

Garbage

SKIEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOUCAN Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL e INDUSTRIAL

- Sanitation & Recycling Services

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

928-9900

Recreation

Outdoor Power Eclui ment,
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service,

www.minersoutdoor.com ¢ 507-583-2712

Parts & Accessories

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

SteeLe COUNTY

Always local,
all the time.

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned

583-6620

Mary Kittelson

Funeral Planning

A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring
PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

507-583-7561

www.worlein.com

NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant « Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Orthodontic Specialist

7‘, e Dora

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

drdeborahlienorthodontics’com

o[z’en, DDS, MBS

FREE CONSULTATIONS

5074583%66]1(3]

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.

Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878

*Maintenance Free Siding
+Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
+Custom Trim Work
*Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
sLifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413

Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!
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Blotter spotlight: Fire. On Feb. 21 at 8:27 a.m., a shop with machin-
ery inside caught fire in the 70200 block of 150th Ave. in Hayfield. Depu-
ties, Hayfield Ambulance, Blooming Prairie, Fire, Claremont Fire, Dodge
Center Fire and Hayfield Fire responded to the scene.

CRIME BRIEF

Repeat DWI
offender busted again

A man with multiple DWI
convictions has been arrested
again for the same offense.

Owatonna Police arrested
Taiwan D. McCain in the early
morning hours of Feb. 22 in the
parking lot of Wal-Mart. He has
been charged with felony first-
degree DWI and driving after
cancellation-inimical to public
safety, which is a gross misde-
meanor.

An officer clocked McCain
traveling at 84 mph on Inter-
state 35. He got off on Hoffman
Drive before pulling into the
Wal-Mart lot.

During the transport, the offi-
cer detected a strong odor of an
alcoholic beverage coming from
McCain. While at the jail, Mc-
Cain performed sobriety tests

Taiwan D. McCain

and the officer had probable
cause to believe he was also im-
paired.

McCain provided a breath
test, which revealed he was at
.10, police said. He has three
prior DWI convictions in the
past 10 years. A fourth one qual-
ifies him for the felony charge.

Police seized McCain’s 2007
Chevrolet Impala for forfeiture.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Feb. 17

Truancy. Police responded to a
truancy violation in the 300 block
of School St. E. at 10:51 a.m.

Fight. At 1:43 p.m., a fight oc-
curred in the 300 block of School
St. E.

Theft. Officers took theft reports
in the 100 block of 24th Place NW
at 2:06 p.m., in the 1100 block of
Frontage Rd. W. at 2:48 p.m. and
in the 300 block of Cedardale Dr.
SE at 9:57 p.m.

Domestic. Officers responded
to a domestic disturbance in the
400 block of Cedar Ave. N. at 3:57
p.m.

Shoplifting. Police issued a
shoplifting citation in the 2100
block of Bridge St. W. at 8 p.m.

Feb. 18

Assault. At 12:07 a.m., police
responded to an assault at Rose St.
W. and Oak Ave. N. They took a
subject into custody.

Theft. Officer issued a theft ci-
tation in the 400 block of 16th St.
NE at 2:40 p.m.

Domestic. Officers responded
to a domestic disturbance in the
300 block of Grove Ave. N. at
2:41 p.m.

Feb. 19

Civil. Officer assisted with a
civil matter at Lemond Rd. SW
and Riverwood Dr. SW at 4:37
p.m.

Theft. At 5:14 p.m., police re-
ceived a theft report from the 800
block of 17th St. NE.

Feb. 20

Assault. At 7:30 p.m., officers
responded to an assault in the 500
block of 17th St. SW. They made
an arrest at the scene.

Probation. Police made a pro-
bation violation arrest in the 200
block of 17th St. NE at 9:41 p.m.

Feb. 21

Warrant. Officer arrested a sub-
ject for an outstanding warrant in
the 400 block of Crestview Lane
NE at 8:41 a.m.

Domestic. At 11:47 a.m., police
responded to a domestic distur-
bance in the 400 block of State
Ave. NW. They took a subject into
custody.

Hit and Run. A hit and run acci-
dent resulting in property damage
occurred in the 100 block of Rice
St. E. at 1:57 p.m.

Crash. Paramedics and officers
responded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident with injuries in the 200

block of Mineral Springs Rd. NE
at2:36 p.m.

Vandalism. Property damage
was reported in the 1500 block of
Cedar Ave. S. at 5:15 p.m.

Feb. 22

DWI. Officer made a DWI ar-
rest in the 1100 block of Frontage
Rd. W. at 1:21 am.

Warrants. Police made warrants
arrests in the 600 block of Flor-
ence Ave. NW at 8:15 a.m., in the
100 block of Landmark Dr. NE at
12:30 p.m. and in the 200 block of
Main St. E. at 2:28 p.m.

Theft. A theft occurred in the
500 block of Rose St. E. at 9:05
a.m.

Crash. Officers responded to a
motor vehicle resulting in prop-
erty damage at Bridge St. W. and
Interstate 35 southbound at 5:26
p.m. They issued a citation to one
of the drivers.

Feb. 23

Shoplifting. At 6:49 p.m., offi-
cer issued a citation for shoplift-
ing in the 1100 block of Frontage
Rd. W.

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were heard
in Steele County District Court the
week of Feb. 13 with Judge Joseph
A. Bueltel presiding:

James A. Olson, 59, Owatonna,
previously appeared and was
convicted of felony assault. He
was sentenced to $581, 180 days
in county jail, no possession of
firearms, no alcohol or controlled
substance use, do not enter liquor
establishments, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, anger manage-
ment, attend AA, alcohol monitor
and 5 years of supervised proba-
tion.

Chad A. Smith, 29, Faribault,
previously appeared and was
convicted of felony controlled
substance crime. Smith was sen-
tenced to $131 and 24 months in
St. Cloud State Prison.

The following misdemeanors
and petty misdemeanors were
heard in Steele County District
Court the week of Feb. 13 —17:

Blooming Prairie

Police Department

Lisa M. Besser, 29, Ellendale,
speeding, $121.

MN State Patrol

Rochester

Casey A. Adams, 37, Owatonna,
speeding, $221; Nathaniel R.

¢ Joaquin Colin - disorderly conduct - $500 bail
e Calvin Collier — assault - $1,000 bail
¢ James Collingwood - worthless check - $2,000 bail

e Stephen Collingwood -

worthless check - $2,000 bail

* Robert Connell - theft, shoplifting - $1,000 bail
¢ Abel Cordova - DUI - no bail
e Omar Cordova Jr. - stalking, revoked license - no bail

e Guillermo Cordova-Robles - license violation - $500 bail

e Alberto Corona — DUI - no bail
¢ Harold Crafton - give false name - $500 bail

Beckendorf, 38, Fairmont, vehicle
weight violation, $281; Eugene N.
Blakey, 75, Des Moines, 1A, un-
safe lane usage, $131; Ashley N.
Brant, 22, Maple Grove, speed-
ing, $131; Gerald R. Brown, 74,
Mankato, speeding, $121; Larry
E. Calhoun, 24, Bloomington,
speeding, $141;

Felipe Castro, 26, Brooklyn
Park, suspended license, $281;
Thomasina N. Garcia, 39, Inver
Grove Heights, speeding, $131;
Eric M. Hancock, 40, Owatonna,
suspended license, $281; Chad R.
Hein, 48, Blooming Prairie, care-
less driving, $131 and 1 year of
unsupervised probation; Brittany
L. Hinman, 25, Clear Lake, 1A,
speeding, $131;

Manuel Hinojosa, 33, Roches-
ter, revoked license, $281; Panya
Kim, 37, Lincoln, NE, speeding,
$141; Carlos M. Lash, 55, St.
Paul, revoked license, $281; Anto-
nio G. Moreno, 31, St. Paul, give
peace officer false information
and DWI, $131 and 60 days in
county jail; Jeffery D. Nelson, 41,
Blooming Prairie, seat belt, $106;

Kenneth D. Palmer, 57, Nor-
folk, NE, speeding, $121; Julius H.
Powell, 26, Owatonna, no license
and suspended license, $381; Kai-
tlyn S. Schaefer, 20, Grafton, IA,
speeding, $141; Carla A. Schoen-
feld, 30, Owatonna, no license in
possession, $101;

Glenda K. Shank, 40, Mar-
shall, WI, speeding, $221; Leyna
Springwater, 30, St. Cloud, no
insurance, $181 and 1 year of un-
supervised probation; Ramon H.
Vasquez, 38, South St. Paul, giv-
ing peace officer false informa-
tion, $131 and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation;

Anna F. Wagner, 35, Morris-
town, speeding, $121; Shaquille
D. Winston, 22, Lincoln, NE,
speeding, $121; Everett A. Wojto-
wicz, 27, Minneapolis, speeding,
$121.

Owatonna Police

Department

Armando Almaguer Bacallao,
33, Albert Lea, theft, $131; Jacob
C. Carlson, 24, Owatonna, theft,
$186.44; Samantha J. Halvorson,
27, Owatonna, invalid license,
$131; Jeremy R. Haroldson, 31,
Milroy, theft, $381, 2 days in
county jail and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Victoria T.
Heien, 24, Owatonna, neglect or
endangerment of a child and DWI,
$381, 2 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use,
do not enter liquor establishments,
chemical dependency evaluation,
mental health evaluation and 2
years of supervised probation;
Steven W. Hendrickson, 31, St.
Paul, violation of restraining or-
der, $381, no alcohol or controlled
substance use, do not enter liquor
establishments, mental health
evaluation, no possession of fire-
arms, obtain permission to leave
the state and 1 year of supervised
probation; Manuel Hinojosa, 33,
Rochester, revoked license and no
insurance, $481;

Justin ~ S.  Krueger, 31,
Owatonna, DWI, $606, 30 days
in county jail, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter
liquor establishments, chemical
dependency evaluation, 216 hours
of community service and 2 years
of supervised probation;

Jeffrey S.  Nelson, 25,
Owatonna, theft, $131; Billy J.
Robinson, 56, Owatonna, theft,
$81 and 1 year of supervised
probation; Yulissa S. Rocha, 19,
Faribault, hit and run — failure to
stop, $131; David A. Villerreal,
34, Albert Lea, theft, $81, 30 days
in county jail; Neshon Wadley, 44,
Owatonna, possession of marijua-
na, $131;

Heather M. Walters, 41,
Owatonna, revoked license, $281;
Gene P. Wells, 23, Owatonna, pos-
session of paraphernalia, $131;
William R. Wheeler, 29, Waseca,
theft, $144; Linda M. Williams,
46, Owatonna, no insurance, $281.

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office
Annette S. Adams, 55, North

Mankato, speeding, $141; Chad
M. Adams, 47, Medford, can-
celled license, $381, substance
abuse subtle screening and 2 years
of supervised probation; Dylan J.
Arndt, 19, Brownsdale, speeding,
$121;

Christoph A. Bednar, 41,
Owatonna, stop sign, $131; Brooke
A. Camerer, 26, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Robert J. Capello, 63,
Owatonna, speeding, $121; Sha-
ron L. Clemens, 69, Owatonna,
speeding, $121; Ricky H. Copp,
64, Faribault, speeding, $121;

Jacob L. Deleon, 19, Medford,
speeding, $141; Scott C. Doren-
kemper, 48, Elysian, speeding,
$221; Kelsey D. Eide, 29, Hol-
landale, speeding, $121; Cedric
A. English, 44, Owatonna, re-
voked license and speeding, $331;
Eugene O. Finch, 79, Kilkenny,
speeding, $100; Gary T. Hafstad,
66, Hayward, stop sign, $131;

Michael J. Hambrick, 32,
Owatonna, assault, $381, 2 days
in county jail, complete Domes-
tic Abuse Diagnostic Diagram
and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Christine M. Hoffmann, 35,
Ellendale, speeding, $121;

Michael D. Janke, 36,
Owatonna, speeding, $121; Coty
W. Laroque, 24, Owatonna, DWI,
$381, 1 day in county jail, attend
MADD impact panel, Substance
Abuse Subtle Screening Inventory
and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Amanda M. Molumby, 22,
speeding, $121;

Jill R. Olson, 48, Medford,
speeding, $141; Brian P. Penkert,
36, Albert Lea, speeding, $121;
Katie L. Plumski, 23, Waseca,
speeding, $121; Deborah L.
Pumper, 49, Faribault, sale of
tobacco to minor, $181; Juan C.
Reyna, 38, Owatonna, speeding,
$221; Pedro A. Rodriguez Botel-
lo, 29, Faribault, speeding, $131;

Cameron R. Schember, 42,
New Richland, speeding, $121;
Tiana L. Sengchan, 18, North
Mankato, speeding, $141; Sierra
D. Vick, 25, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Samuel K. Williams,
48, Coon Rapids, speeding, $381;
Jack R. Zimmerman, 18, Waseca,
speeding, $141.

PoLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s
Office handled 182 complaints
during the week of Feb. 15-21.
Some of them include:

Feb. 15

Tobacco Violation. At 8:52
a.m., deputies responded to a mi-
nor in possession of tobacco at
Hayfield High School.

Suspicion. A Claremont resi-
dent called deputies when his
niece received strange text mes-
sages at 5:39 p.m.

Feb. 16

Larceny. Deputy took a repot
of the theft of a log splitter in the
11100 block of 585th St. in Clare-
mont at 10:16 a.m.

Harassment. At 7:52 p.m., dep-
uties responded to a harassment
incident in the 100 block of Front
St. E. in Claremont.

Feb. 17

Theft. A truck was reported sto-
len from the 300 block of Center
Ave. S. in Hayfield at 10:07 a.m.

Minor Possession. At 10:24
a.m., deputies responded to a mi-
nor consuming alcohol on Airport
Rd. S. in Dodge Center.

Sex Offense. Deputies began an
investigation of a sex offense on
8th Ave. NE in Kasson at 11:45
a.m.

Larceny. Deputies received a
report of a past action burglary
in the 18800 block of 560th St. in
West Concord at 12:15 p.m.

Feb. 18

Disturbance. At 4:45 p.m., dep-
uties responded to a disturbance
of a verbal argument between two

e Elias Cruz — DWI - $12,000 bail

¢ Jose Cruz — DWI - $1,400 bail

e Stuart Culpepper - DWI - $700 bail

e Joel Dahl - DWI - $3,000 bail

e James Davis — domestic assault - no bail
¢ Lonell Davis - cancelled license — no bail
¢ Roderick Davis — motor vehicle registration - $1,000 bail
e Jeanne Day - worthless check - $10,000 bail
e Maurice Daye - burglary - no bail

e Federico De La Cerda Jr. - controlled substance - $75,000 bail

neighbors in the 300 block of 3rd
Ave. NE in Dodge Center.

Feb. 20

Domestic  Assault. Deputies
responded to a physical domes-
tic assault in the 200 block of 1st
Ave. SE in Dodge Center at 9:45
a.m. They arrested one subject
and transported him to the Steele
County Jail.

Burglary. At 12:13 p.m., depu-
ties received a report that people
had kicked in a garage service
door in the 20900 block of 601st
St. in Dodge Center.

Feb. 21

Larceny. Deputy took a report
of money stolen from a student
in the girl’s locker room at Triton
Schools at 9:01 a.m.

Child Abuse. Deputies began
an investigation of child neglect at
8:50 p.m.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following misdemeanors
and petty misdemeanors were
heard in Dodge County District
Court the week of Feb. 13 — 20:

Dodge County

Sheriff’s Office

Steven J. Brown, 24, Mantor-
ville, snowmobile registration vio-
lation, $130; Benjamen P. Cotten,
35, Cresco, 1A, parking violation,
$32; Brandon J. Driscoll, 36, Kas-
son, revoked license and posses-
sion of marijuana and parapher-
nalia, $380; Bradley J. Kazos, 45,
Rochester, revoked license and no
insurance, $480; Juan B. Ramos
Rivera, 38, Rochester, revoked
license and no insurance, $480;
Shanna J. Rose, 35, Shakopee, re-
voked license, 90 days in county
jail; Sutton P. Schultz, 17, Dexter,
speeding, $140; Eric M. Thrae-
nert, 34, Hayfield, disorderly con-
duct, 90 days in county jail; Shoua
Yang, 33, Dodge Center, disorder-
ly conduct, $255, domestic abuse
evaluation, 2 days in county jail
and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion.

Kasson Police

Department

Jacob J. Bigelow, 21, Kasson,
theft of motor fuel and suspended
license, 3 days in county jail and
1 year of probation; Monique E.
Nelson, 17, West Concord, failure
to yield right of way, $130; Zach-
ary C. Orth, 29, Kasson, revoked
license, $280; Jorge A. Torres, 42,
Kasson, parking violation, $32.

MN State Patrol

Rochester

Jason C. Blum, 45, Orono-
co, speeding, $120; Darrel W.

Clapham, 63, Kasson, speeding,
$130; Cheyenne A. Kusick, 21,
Dodge Center, speeding, $120;
Gail A. Linse, 59, Mantorville,
stop sign, $130; Michael A. May-
hew, 43, Nichols, WI, speeding,
$130; Latonya D. McNeal, 39,
Dodge Center, revoked license
and speeding, $420; Noe Ricar-
dez-Carrasco, 50, Kasson, speed-
ing, $130; Tasha J. Sternberg, 29,
Chaska, speeding, $140; Arveta
Walker, 39, Claremont, revoked
license, $280.

West Concord

Police Department

Louise M. Carpenter, 56, Har-
mony, revoked license and reg-
istration violation, $310; Shawn
C. Northway, 39, West Concord,
parking violation, $32.

ARREST
Steele County

Owatonna Police

Jonelle Suezette Hill, 36, arrest-
ed at 12:46 a.m. Feb. 18, felony
assault and disorderly conduct,
held for court.

Tori Mae Keck, 18, arrested at
3:26 p.m. Feb. 19, domestic as-
sault, held for court.

Damian Jacob Hortop-Rocha,
19, arrested at 7:55 p.m. Feb. 20,
felony assault, burglary and drug
paraphernalia, held for court.

Nicholas Tom Weed, 28, ar-
rested at 10:36 p.m. Feb. 20, fel-
ony probation violation apprehen-
sion and detention arrest, held for
court.

Jewel Javonne Herrera, 20, ar-
rested at 8:55 a.m. Feb. 21, war-
rant arrest, $10,000 bail.

Nicholas Michael Moeller, 25,
arrested at 9:01 a.m. Feb. 21, fel-
ony extradition hearing, held for
court.

Tawna Marie Johnson, 41, ar-
rested at 12:20 p.m. Feb. 21, fel-
ony assault and domestic assault,
held for court.

Taiwain  Dashaun  McCain,
36, arrested at 1:34 a.m. Feb. 22,
felony DWI and cancelled license,
held for court.

Jennifer Lynn Marsolek, 32,
arrested Feb. 22, probation appre-
hension and detention arrest, held
for court.

Matthew David Swenson, 35,
arrested at 12:46 p.m. Feb. 22, fel-
ony probation apprehension and
detention arrest, held for court.

Nikita Marie Finley, 26, ar-
rested at 4:19 p.m. Feb. 23, no
insurance, revoked license, child
restraint violation and possession,
held for court.

Jeffrey Letray Jones, 29, ar-
rested at 1:24 a.m. Feb. 24, felony
possession, held for court.

Think Outside the Box.

And get results from
your advertising.

- 87% of adults read a community newspaper at least once a week.
- 50% of adults rely on a newspaper as a primary news source.
- Only 16% watch television for community information.

How will you reach your target audience?

“smllﬂi &g

Always local, all the time.

bptimes@frontiernet.net - 583-4431 - 411 E. Main, Blooming Prairie




Multiple crashes send 9 to the hospital

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

Nine people were injured in three
separate weather-related crashes over
the past week on Steele County road-
ways.

The first one happened Feb. 21 at
7:40 a.m. on U.S. Highway 218 near
118th Street SE north of Blooming
Prairie. A Jeep Liberty was northbound
on 218 when the driver lost control on
the icy roadway and rolled over.

Djikoloum Tolde, 42, of Austin was
transported by Blooming Prairie Am-
bulance to Owatonna Hospital with
non-life threatening injuries. The State
Patrol said Tolde was wearing his seat
belt and no alcohol was involved. The
road conditions were snow and ice at
the time, according to the patrol.

The sheriff’s office and Blooming
Prairie Fire assisted at the scene.

A passenger was injured in a rollover
near Ellendale Feb. 23 at 9:39 p.m.

The State Patrol said Yande Muson-
da, 20, of Andover received non-life

threatening injuries and was transport-
ed to Owatonna Hospital by Ellendale
Ambulance.

According to the patrol, a Mazda
CX5 was on the ramp from southbound
Interstate 35 to Highway 30 when it
slid through a stop sign and rolled over
on the south side of Highway 30. Road
conditions were snowy and icy at the
time.

Michael Paul Swinarski, 31, of Min-
neapolis, was driving the vehicle and
was not injured. Both Swinarski and
Musonda were wearing their seat belts.
No alcohol was involved, the patrol
said.

On Saturday, the State Patrol closed
down southbound I-35 south of
Ellendale after six vehicles crashed,
injuring seven people. The crash hap-
pened at 9:28 a.m. on a snow and ice
covered roadway.

The patrol said all vehicles were
southbound in the left lane when a
semi rear ended a Ford Expedition and
started a chain reaction. The Expedi-
tion, which was stopped due to backed

up traffic, rear ended a Chevy Tahoe.
The Tahoe rear ended a Toyota Camry,
which then rear ended a Subaru Out-
back, pushing it to the right lane where
it got by the semi and went into a Suba-
ru Forester.

The following occupants were taken

to the Owatonna Hospital with non-
life threatening injuries: Adam John
Flategraff, 24, Albert Lea; Lindsay
Jo Lembke, 21, Albert Lea; Michelle
Colleen Ternes, 36, Urbandale, Iowa;
Jeanne Mathilda Bateman, 78, Bloom-
ington; Kristin Marie Wiggs, 30, Min-
neapolis and Timothy Aaron Youtzy,
25, Arden Hills. A seventh occupant,
Noam Brent Wiggs, 29, Minneapolis
was airlifted to St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester.

Everyone except Flategraff and

Lembke, who were in the semi trac-
tor, was wearing their seat belts. The
patrol said no alcohol was involved in
the crash.

The sheriff’s office assisted at both

crashes.
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Hayfield tractor fire

By MARK DELAP
Managing Editor

Firefighters from Hayfield,
Claremont and Blooming Prai-
rie were all dispatched to a mu-
tual aid call that reported a shop
fire at 70244 150th Avenue in
rural Hayfield a little after 8 a.m.
last Tuesday morning.

A tractor that had recently

been parked in the former Fran-
ke Farm Trucking shop had
caught fire and black smoke was
billowing out from the overhead
door. Bob Franke who noticed
the smoke coming from the
shop, immediately called 911.
“The fire was burning so hot,”
Franke said and continued, “that
it burned out all of the oxygen in
the tight shop and extinguished

Staff photos by Mark DeLap

Smoke damage was evident above the overhead doors at the
former Franke Family Trucking business in rural Hayfield. The e
was significant damage to p operty, but no injuries.

itself.”

With the amount of smoke,
firefighters had to use oxygen
to get to the point of origin.
“We told the firefighters that
they could use their oxygen in
a downstairs room where there
was a couch, and to our amaze-
ment, they brought up a cat.”

The cat had no name until that
day when Franke announced

that from that point on, would
be called “Smokey.”

Blooming Prairie Fire Chief,
Dean Naatz said that Blooming
Prairie fire department respond-
ed to the call, but upon arrival to
the site, were released immedi-
ately. The cause of the blaze has
not yet been determined, and
though the damage was exten-
sive, there were no injuries.

It is suspected that this tractor caught fi e in the shop at the
former Franke Family Trucking business in Hayfield. Th ee
separate fi e departments were dispatched to the scene.

CLUES ACROSS

1. _ fi(slang)

4. Carolina Panthers’
Newton

7. Documented organiza-
tional practice

10. A way to change color
11. Boxing legend

12. Football coach Par-
seghian

13. Rewards (archaic)
15. Colbert’s network
16. Palm trees

19. Capital of N. Carolina
21. LA ballplayers

23. Does not sit

24. A way to intensify
25. Penny

26. Elements’ basic unit
27. Muscular weakness
(pl.)

30. Makes sense

34. Helps little firms

35. Go quickly

36. Found at the end of
books

41. A way of carving

45. The back of one’s neck
46. Israeli dance

47. They help golfers

50. Western landmass
54. Evokes

55. A Big Easy hoopster
56. Small valleys

57. Water in the solid
state

59. Acquired brain injury
behavior science (abbr.)

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

60. Don’t let this get too
big

61. Motor is one type
62. Negative

63. A hiding place

64. Negative

65. Excavated

CLUES DOWN

1. Upright stone

2. Beat

3. Intestines (informal)

4. Distinguishing marks

5. Clergical vestment
6. Give cards incorrectly
7. Underground construc-
tion worker

Let’'s get you movin!

Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com
web: jenwalsh.kw.com

8. Japanese art form

9. Franzvan __, German
diplomat

13. Wife

14. Consume

17. Curve

18. Midway between
south and southeast

20. Unit of heredity

22. Upon

27. Pressure unit

28. Australian TV station
29. Cool!

31. A person’s guardian
spirit

32. French river

33. Body part

37. Gratify

38. Watertight chamber
39. Dueling sword

40. Term

41. Having an attractive
shape

42. Togo capital

43, Island nation

44, Arctic deer with large
antlers

47. Dishonorable man
48. Equal to 100 sq.
meters

49. Administered

51. Cake topping

52. Car for hire

53. Autonomic nervous
system

58. Intelligence organiza-
tion
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High: 37° High: 53°
Low: 24° Low: 34°

Thursday Sunday

a John Deere tractor, plowing out some local residents.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Over a foot of new snow was recorded in Blooming Prairie overnight and
into the morning hours of Friday, Feb. 24. Jeff and Sue Zwiener and family
are always out and about removing snow soon after it falls. Here, Sue pilots

Q 9

High: 32° High: 51°
Low: 17° Low: 30°

Information provided by The Weather Channel

Pet of the Week: Rio

Rio is a 7 y/o neutered white
and tan male chihuahua/ beagle
mix.

He was shy at first but, has
warmed up pretty quickly to his
foster family. Although at times
he still seems a little unsure and
can be easily startled. He is a
very friendly and sweet boy
and loves attention! (especially
being scratched behind his ears)
Do this for him and you will be
rewarded with a huge tail wag!

He does really well on a leash
and loves going for walks. Rio
is friendly with other dogs and
children (not sure about cats).
Rio has marked in the house
before. (mostly outside) I'm
not sure if this is just because
of the other 2 male dogs in the
house or not. I think he would
do better with this if he were
the only male though.

Rio barks very little and
when he does it is to alert us
that there is another dog or
person near the house. Rio has
a history of having seizures
and takes medication for them
twice a day. The vet felt that
they could have been caused
from his previous weight (28
pounds!). He currently weighs
19 pounds. The vet said if he
gets down to 15 that could be
a good weight for him. He eats
1/4cup of Fromm diet twice per
day.

He would probably like
any kind of treat but, they are
limited because he is trying

J

Tuesday,
March 7

<

to get in shape. He seems to
be house trained but is still
learning how to alert us that
he has to go outside.

He has only been with us
for a short time so we are still
getting to know him and his
behaviors so we just let him
out periodical-ly throughout
the day. He has been clean in
his kennel. He has not been
aggressive towards people,
with his food or toys.

Rio is overweight and
isn’t very active. His favorite
activity so far has been to take
naps! But, we are working
on getting him out for short
walks to help him get in
shape. He especially likes his
kennel and seems to prefer
sleeping in there.

He is  microchipped,
current on all his vaccinations
and heartworm negative .
For more in-formation about
adopting Rio visit our website:
www.smalldogsminnesota.
org

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

In a time of
many doubts...

stick with your loyal companion.

Lunch served
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Drawings for prizes
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Pride of the pack

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna 106-pounder Kaden Nelson celebrates after winning his first Section 1-AAA title over Rochester Mayo s Marshall Peters Saturday at the Rochester Civic
Center. Nelson won the match 8-7 after recording a late takedown in the third period. Below: Cade King looks for the pin in the 152-pound finals match against Grant
Hendren of Lakeville South. King won by pin at the 2:59-mark of the match.

Four Huskies claim Section 1-AAA titles, seven qualify for state tournament

By JOSH ZIMMER
Sports Editor

Rochester -- It was just seven
days ago, that the Owatonna
wrestling program qualified for
the Class AAA state dual tour-
nament at the Rochester Civic
Center.

Despite a severe snowstorm
pushing the Section 1-AAA indi-
vidual tournament to just Satur-
day, the goal was simple... place
second or better and you’re in.

While there was some
heartbreak for a few, it was a
rather exciting afternoon for
Owatonna.

Seven grapplers, led by de-
fending state champions Pey-
ton Robb and Brandon Moen,
punched tickets to the Excel En-
ergy Center for the state tourna-
ment with all 14 Huskies placing
in the tournament.

“I think we had a great day,”
commented co-head coach Scott
Seykora. “To send half your
team to the state tournament as
individuals, I’'m just proud of
the effort.”

In the first two rounds of
wrestling, Owatonna placed 12
in the semifinals, with just Park-
er Westphal (160) and Parker
Holton (195) the lone losses.
From the 12, seven would reach
the finals with four battling back
to wrestle for third.

In the finals, Kaden Nelson

provided the fireworks early.

Trailing 6-5 late in the third
period, Nelson tied the match
6-6 with a standup, but would
cut Marshall Peters of Rochester
Mayo to be neutral and with a
7-6 deficit.

With just 15 seconds left, Nel-
son got in on a deep double-leg
on the edge of the mat, winning
his first Section 1-AAA title
with a thrilling 8-7 victory. He
would win his first two matches
by pin and a major decision.

Owatonna won four of the
seven matches in the finals
with Peyton Robb (145), Cade
King (152) and Brandon Moen
(182) all earning pins. The trio
of state-ranked grapplers have
been a focal point to the middle
of the Huskies’ lineup all season
and continued that trend Satur-
day, winning all their matches
by large margins.

Starting 2-0 on the day,
Landen Johnson (113), Nick
Staska (170) and Goy Tut (285)
each fell in the finals. Johnson
lost to state-ranked Trayton An-
derson of Farmington by pin in
the first period, but would win
the challenge match 4-0 to so-
lidify his spot. Staska and Tut
on the other hand, each suffered
heartbreaking losses.

With a 7-2 late in the match to
Elijah Hollins of John Marshall,
Staska managed to hit a quick
standup to cut the lead to 7-3,

but was unable to record finish a
throw with time winding down.

He would also lose in the
challenge match to Northfield’s
John Vitito 5-2, eliminating his
state bid to finish third. Losing
to Faribault’s Dillion McEachran
last Saturday in the champion-
ship dual, Tut was locked into
another nail biter.

McEachran managed to ride
Tut for the first 30-second pe-
riod after a each wrestler earned
a standup in regulation. After the
Faribault junior picked down,
Tut was unable to hold him
down, surrendering an escape
and a match-sealing takedown to
fall 4-1.

After placing third, Haden Fox
(120), Jerez Autridge (126) and
Griffin Thorn all received chal-
lenge matches due to the second
place finisher being an opponent
they did not wrestle on the day.

Thorn, who was upset in the
semifinals by Austin Rendler of
Faribault, placed second due via
an injury default from Austin.
Autridge and Fox would both
drop their matches to remain
third place finishers. Compiling
just a 4-5 record at the varsity
level prior to Saturday, Autridge
was a bright spot for the Huskies’
future.

“He’s a kid that on the edge of
the JV/Varsity range and he did
a nice job filling in for us during
the year when we had some in-

juries,” commented Seykora. “To
come in and lose a true second
match, he did a nice job.”

Bryce Goodwin (138) and Joe
Fox (132) each made the semi-
finals, but dropped two of their
final three matches. Goodwin
finished fourth while Fox fin-
ished sixth. Westphal and Holton
placed sixth and fifth respective-
ly. Prior to the commencement of
the finals, there was a brief break

to announce coaching awards for
the three classes for Section 1.
Owatonna’s Adam Woitalla and
Scott Seykora were named the
Section AAA head coaches of the
year.

The state tournament will start
Thursday with the dual tourna-
ment at the Excel Energy Center
in St. Paul. Owatonna has the
No.4 seed and will wrestle Hast-
ings in the first round.

FOUR-POINT
STANCE

Gable’s wise
words ring true

This week, hundreds of
wrestlers across the state of
Minnesota will all be vying for
a chance at the 2017 Minnesota
state tournament at the Excel
Energy Center on March 2.

For me, it will mark the
fourth different state tourna-
ment [’ve been at and the
second that I’ve been fortunate
enough to cover after covering
the Nebraska State Wrestling
Tournament last year in Omaha.

While everyone knows that
football was the sport I chose
to compete in at the college
level, everything I learned from
wrestling has helped shape me
to who I am today.

Growing up in Montana,
there were a handful of sports
everyone male competed in.
And while it’s fairly easy to
pick an athlete out of the crowd,
everyone could spot a wrestler
from a mile away. It was sort of
a badge of honor back home.

While my hometown of Great
Falls is mostly known for being
the hometown of former NFL
quarterback Ryan Leaf, the
community itself had a close
bond with the sport of wres-
tling.

This was largely due to the
fact that the Zadick brothers,
Mike and Bill, starred on the
mats before making the trek to
Iowa and then eventually the
world stage.

But, If I’'m being honest, my
biggest regret in my sports ca-
reer is that I didn’t put in more
time on the mat over the years.

That’s not to say I was ter-
rible, I mean I was fortunate
enough to qualify for the state
tournament all four years of
high school. And, would even
be in position to be in the finals
twice, ultimately placing fifth
and fourth. Heck, I was even
fortunate enough to place at a
national tournament in Denver
as a junior.

Truth be told however, I
didn’t come to appreciate the
sport until I started my coaching
career at one of the local high
schools while I was in college.

They often say that you never
learn to appreciate things until
they are gone. That enviably
was the truth in college, when I
found myself sitting in a corner
on the mat instead of being in
the middle of it.

I’ve had the opportunity to
coach a handful of sports and |
can say that without of doubt,
despite the love I have for foot-
ball, that wrestling will always
be my favorite. At least until I
have kids of my own to coach.

STANCE
Continued on page 10B

ORTHODONTIC
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Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
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507-583-6613
132 2nd Ave. NE - Blooming Prairie

Best Tire
Service

IN THE
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211 W. Main*Owatonna*507-451-3084
www.Harlandstire.com
email: harlandstire@gmail.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7-5:30; Sat. 7- Noon
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Blossoms fall in finale

Blooming Prairie riding two-game losing streak into Section 1A tournament

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

The Awesome Blossom boys
faced one of the season’s tough-
est opponents, and Waterville-
Elysian-Morristown rode a scor-
ing wave for a 70-41 victory.

The high scoring duo of Dal-
las McBroom and Zac Olson
accounted for 48 of the Bucs
70 points. McBroom and Olson
each scored 26 points.

McBroom piled up 21 of his
26 points in the first half, as the
Bucs raced to a 37-14 lead at the
break.

Meanwhile, the Blossoms
looked inept in the half, as the
offense just could never get un-
tracked.

The Blossoms had no player
reach double figures, as Kaden
Thomas had nine points to lead
the team.

Seth Bedenbaugh and Gabe
Hagen each scored six points.

Prolific scoring not

enough for BP

Shooting beyond the arc from
Bethlehem Academy led the
Cardinals to scoring 36 second
half points to defeat the Awe-
some Blossom boys 71-60 on
Feb. 20.

The Cardinals jumped out to
a 34-29 halftime lead on shoot-
ing accuracy by Jack Clark and
Luke Dunkers who both counted
six points in the half.

Jake Ressler’s eight points in
the first halfled the Blossoms,
but would not score in the sec-
ond half of the game.

The game was tightly con-
tested most of the way, but the
Cardinals had an edge in re-
bounding, which likely proved
the difference.

The game was tied at 45-45
early in the second half, but four
treys, two each from Damon
Trump and Avery Hunt moved
the Cardinals ahead late in the
game.

Hunt finished with 20 points

to lead all scorers, and Trump
added 18.

Gabe Hagen led the Blossoms
with 12 points, Max Romeo had
11 points, and Seth Bedenbaugh
and Cameron Kubista added
nine points each.

As Coach Nate Piller com-
mented, “We were outrebound-
ed, and that was probably the
difference in the game. They
had a slight advantage in free
throw shooting, but some big
time treys for the visitors al-
lowed them a late lead, and we
couldn’t respond.

“We did some good things
tonight, and we need to keep
building on the good things and
squeeze the poor play out of
our game. The guys have been
working hard to get better, and
with one regular season game
left, credit goes to them for
maintaining that goal.”

The Blossoms will travel to
Bethlehem Academy for the
opening round of the Section 1A
tournament.

Staff photo by Mark DeLap

Kory Rafdal (24) of Blooming Prairie attempts a three-pointer during the Blossoms’ 70-41 loss
in the regular season finale Thursday at BPHS Thursday. The Blossoms will play Bethlehem
Academy in the opening round of the Section 1A tournament.

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Huskies’ forward Carter Broton (10) prepares to fi e a shot during the first period of Owatonna s 2-1
win over Rochester Century in the Section 1AA quartefinals in R chester Thursday.

Huskies fall in Section
1AA semifinals to
top-seeded Panthers

By JOSH ZIMMER
Sports Editor

Rochester -- Every team in the
Section 1AA tournament knew
that all roads to the state tourna-
ment would go through Lakev-
ille North.

The Huskies found out Saturday.
With a five-goal first period, the
top-seeded Panthers dominated
the Huskies (15-12) 10-2 at the
Rochester Recreation Center.
Kody Kiel and Nick Smith man-
aged to get Owatonna on the
board in the second period for
the only goals of the game for
the Huskies.

Rochester — Coming off a 9-0
win Over Winona, the Owaton-
na boys hockey team was carry
the right amount of momentum
into the Section 1-AA tourna-
ment.

There were also carrying a
goaltender who allowed just
one goal in 31 shots the last two

games.

The Huskies needed both
Thursday against Rochester
Century.

Registering 19 saves on 20
shots faced, Jacob Dub shut the
door on the Panthers, helping
guide fifth-seeded Owatonna
(15-11) to a 2-1 win at the Roch-
ester Recreation Center.

“As long as I make that first
save, | trust that my team will

get the second or maybe even
the third one. That’s just the big-
gest thing for me,” commented
the Huskies goaltender. “It
doesn’t matter if it’s a one-on-
zero, two-on-three; whatever the
rush is, just make the first save.”

Dub may have only faced four
shots in the first period, but argu-
ably made the save of the year.

As Century was able to estab-
lish a presence in the offensive
zone, Panthers’ forward Ben
Haas quickly fired a center-
ing pass to Will Zmolek, who
appeared to have a wide-open
chance on the backside. Just
as Zmolek fired the shot, Dub
made a diving save, managing
to get just enough of the paddle
onto the puck to deflect it. Owa-
tonna head coach Josh Storm
stated that the phenomenal play
from his junior goaltender trig-
gered from that big save.

“I think that kind of put some
confidence in him and when he
gets confident, he’s scary good,”
commented Storm.

After killing a cross-checking
minor, Mason Oland fired a
quick pass to Cameron Trout at
the point, sniping a quick wrist-
shot that completely fooled Pan-
thers’ goaltender Cole Walter.

Just minutes later, Oland reg-
istered his second assist of the
game, finding Tyler Wencl in the
slot who managed to just beat
the glove of Walter to record the
game-winning goal.

“I thought we were sweet,
honestly,” he chuckled. “We ex-
ecuted our game plan to a T. We
made a few adjustments because
they changed some stuff, but the
compete level from our guys to-
night was through the roof.”

The Panthers would add a
goal midway through the second
period to cut the lead to 2-1 after
Dub appeared to lose the puck
through a screen. After allow-
ing the goal, he was back to his
dominating play, making clutch
save after clutch save.

There was a moment early in
the third period that provided
a bit of fireworks and potential
controversy. Just 21 seconds
into the period, Owatonna’s
Carter Broton seemingly put the
game out of reach after his shot
was mishandled and slide into
the net. Unfortunately, the offi-
cials waved the goal off, stating
this blew the whistle for a frozen
puck.

“That’s the third one this year
we’ve had waved like that,”
commented Storm. “With that
being said though, St. Francis
was the first one, kids won that
game. Northfield was the sec-
ond one, kids won that game.
Century, third one and kids won
that game. It’s a huge blow, and
for our guys to respond the way
they do every time, it shows
their character.”

Prep sports round up

NRHEG girls down
Blue Earth Area 62-
43; No.1 seed in
South

NRHEG’s basketball girls
ended the regular season on a
high note, defeating Blue Earth
Area 62-43 on Tuesday Feb. 21.
The victory upped the Panther
record to 21-5 overall and a per-
fect mark in the conference.

NRHEG had a slim 24-19
lead at the half, but outscored
the Buccaneers 39-24 in the sec-
ond half to pull away. Betsy
Schoenrock led the offense with
20 points and 10 rebounds for
another double double. Kayley
Camerer had 16 points, and Ra-
chel Collins 9. Marnie Wagner
added 7 points, 8 rebounds, 3 as-
sists, and 5 steals.

“The girls are wring hard,”
commented Coach Onika Peter-
son, “and we finished the regular
season right where we wanted
to. I am proud of what we ac-
complished, but playoffs begin
next Tuesday, and we will need
our A game every night out”.

The Panther JV team lost to
Blue Earth Area 44-38.

The Lady Panthers will host
St. James in the second round of
the Section 2AA tournament on
Feb. 28

Lady Huskies thump
Packers; Host
Farmington

in section play

Syndey Schultz built off her
performance against Faribault
with a memorable performance
for the seniors.

In Owatonna’s 85-74 win
Thursday, the dominant junior
dropped 36 points while three
other Huskies reached double
figures.

Stephanie Liebl and Ahnna
Stelter each scored 11 points
while Jenna Zeman scored 13.

Owatonna was awarded the
fourth seed and will host Farm-

ington Wednesday night in Sec-
tion 1-AAAA play.

Owatonna girls
top Faribault

Faribault -- Sydney Schultz
continues to have a stellar junior
season.

In the Huskies’ 65-55 win, she
had registered a double-double,
scoring 22 points and grabbed
17 rebounds.

Jenna Zeman also had a strong
performance, scoring 21 points,
four of which came beyond the
arc.

Panthers crush Blue
Earth Area 57-36;
No.2 seed in South

Blue Earth -- Oakley Baker
scored 15 points and Benji Lun-
dberg added 12. Despite the
21-point win, head coach Pat
Chruchill noted that it could
have been much better.

“We came out with no energy
and kind of had a letdown game
tonight,” he added.

NRHEG had a 24-point lead
at the half. Brady Agrimson and
Tyler Raimann scored eight and
seven points respectively.

Lundberg scores 21
as NRHEG cruises
past Maple River

In NRHEG’s 72-43 thrashing
of Maple River, Benji Lundberg
was on a different level from the
Eagles.

Of his game-high 21 points,
15 came in the first half as
the Panthers jumped out to a
20-point lead at halftime.

Oakley Baker and Tyler
Raimann also reached double
figures, scoring 11 and 13 points
respectively.

Defensively, NRHEG held the
Eagles to 29 percent shooting
for the game.

Mason Sohre was the lone
bright spot for Maple River,
scoring 12 points.

Medford’s VonRuden
takes second,
qualifies for state

Blue Earth -- After falling to
Lincoln Ardnt of Maple River
in the Section 2A finals at 138
pounds, Medford’s Willie Von-
Ruden was forced into a chal-
lenge for true second.

Defeating Dylan Pauly of
Lesuer-Henderson 13-7, Von-
Ruden solidifed his place in the
state tournament.

Medford’s Marcus Deleon
placed fourth after falling to
Westfield’s Colton Krell in the
semifinals.

NRHEG fails to qualify
grapplers for state
tournament

Blue Earth -- At the Section 2A
meet in Blue Earth Saturday, the
Panthers ran into tough competi-
tion.

NRHEG had just five placers
and failed to qualify a member
to the state tournament, which
starts Thursday.

Cole Staloch (152) placed third,
but lost a challenge for true
second to multiple state entrant
Zach Buseman of Blue Earth
3-0.

Andrew Bailey (113) and Quiten
Arndt (285) placed fifth while
Austin Hill (120) and Agro
Gushwa (138) placed sixth.

Huskies girls hockey
coach honored

In a span of two weeks, Tim
Husnt was named Big Nine
Coach of the Year and had six
of his players make All-Confer-
ence teams.

Wednesday, he won an award
that is hits home.

It was announced by the
MGHCA that Husnt was the
2017 reciepent of the Brano
Stankovsky award.

The award stands for out-
standing leadership and support
for the growth of girls hockey:.

Times to invade the X for state wrestling

STANCE: from page 9B

What makes it great is the
interaction you have. It’s not like
other sports where you may hold
a clipboard and jump in every
so often into a drill to show how
its done. Wrestling, at least from
the way I perceive it, is all hands
on.

You are able to physically
show the move or address a
scenario with the kid being the
opponent. Meaning, you’re not
just teaching the kid how to
set something else, but are also
being able to allow him to feel
how he can defend getting into a
certain situation.

Life lessons are
the best lessons

In wrestling, it’s just you
against your opponent.

Aside from the rules, it’s prac-
tically a sanctioned street fight.

For six minutes, and potential-
ly more, you and you alone are
left to - metaphorically speaking
of course - fight, scratch and
claw your way to a win. There’s
no teammate to point a finger at.

If you lose, it’s because of
what YOU did. When the match
is heading into sudden victory
and your lungs are burning from
the amount of effort exerted,
you have to find a way to muster
enough energy to finish that
takedown, or being able to ride
your opponent out.

The great thing is that it’s the
same exact situations, although
certainly a different context, in
life.

If you make a mistake in
a job, chances are you could

be reprimanded or even fired.
Maybe you didn’t get enough
sleep for whatever reason; you
have to find a way to power
through or again could suffer a
consequence.

See, just like wrestling, there
is no easy option in life.

There’s always a cause and
effect.

There was a sign on the outer
doors of my wrestling room
back in high school that had a
quote from wrestling legend Dan
Gable on it. While the words
were just words to me back then,
thinking about it now makes me
understand the true meaning.

“Once you wrestled, every-
thing else in life is easy.”

It’s amazing how much you
continue to learn from your
past.



By JOSH ZIMMER
Sports Editor

Austin -- Due to a severe snow-
storm that blanketed most of
southern Minnesota, Owatonna
boys basketball’s game against
Austin was moved from Friday
to Thursday night.

Despite moving the game
up, Owatonna just didn’t have
an aswer for Douth Gach.

Gach scored a game-high
26 points as the Packers man-
aged to fend off the Huskies
73-62 Thursday night in Aus-
tin.

Owatonna lead just one
time in the contest early as the
Packers were able to establish
an 8-point lead at the half.

For the second game in a
row, the trio of Jay Sullivan,
Dalton Kubista and Andrew
Jackson the Owatonna of-
fense.

Sullivan and Jackson each
led the team in scoring with
15 points. Kubista added 14,
three of which came from be-
yond the arc.

Both Gach and Kyle Ober-
broeckling each reached
double figures. Gach joined
his brother, scoring 18 points
while Oberbroeckling added
10.

Huskies escape
over Falcons

boys basketball team faced
Faribault, the Huskies came
away a 63-60 winner. That
was in Faribault back on
Jan.13.

While Tuesday’s night con-
test would end in regulation,
the finish was one for the ages.

Owatonna’s Jason William-
son managed to block a Farib-
ault shot with roughly 10 sec-
onds left and Dalton Kubista
added a free throw with 6.9
seconds left as the Huskies
(17-6, 15-4 Big Nine) held on
to win 64-61 over the Falcons
at the OHS gymnasium.

“Credit to Faribault No.I,
I thought they played a great
game,” commented head
coach Josh Williams. “No.2,
it wasn’t one of our better
games defensively, but we
made enough plays to win.”

Owatonna’s offense ap-
peared to be firing on all cyl-
inders after the Falcons scored
the first basket of the second
half to tie the game 36-36.

Guided by the crisp ball
movement of senior guard
Jay Sullivan and the smooth
shooting of junior Dalton
Kubista, the Huskies jumped
out to a quick 42-39 lead.

Sullivan continues to string
performances together, finish-
ing the contest with 15 points
and six assists. Kubista also
finished the game in double
figures with 15 points of his

Outside of Williamson
game-saving block, the mo-
ment the floor shifted in favor
of the Huskies was with 3:03
left in the first half.

After Andrew Jackson’s
short jumper tied the game
28-28, Williamson was fouled
on the ensuing possession on
a drive to the basket, generat-
ing a three-point play oppor-
tunity for the Huskies.

Despite missing the free
throw, Huskies’ guard Jadyn
Gunderson came up with the
rebound. After a few cycles
of the ball, Sullivan hit a
fade away jumper to give
Owatonna a 32-28 lead late.

Jackson had a strong show-
ing down low for the Huskies,
scoring 12 points.

Much of Owatonna’s suc-
cess in the second half was
generated off of stifling de-
fense and dominating play on
the glass.

The Huskies hauled in 30
rebounds while the Falcons
were limited to just 19, a con-
tributing factor to Owatonna
scoring 16 second-chance
points. Despite the size the
Falcons boasted down low,
the Huskies were able to
match with length and athleti-
cism.

“Part of our game plan
coming in, we didn’t want to
let their shooters shoot. We
knew they got some kids who

Williams. “We were going to
leave our post to playing one-
on-one and try to score. So, we
had to be good inside because
we didn’t want to let them get
going on the outside.”

After a pair of Alex Raichle
free throws, the Huskies held
a 58-50 lead midway through
the second half. Raichle,
who finished the game with
15 points, scored half of his
points on a fast-break after
registering four steals.

Then Faribault struck.

After a 30-second timeout,
the Falcons posted a 9-0 run
with Cody Ehlers’ trey in
the corner cutting the lead to
58-57. Ehlers finished with
a game-high 23 points. Wil-
liams noted that a lapse in fo-
cus late allowed Faribault to
creep back into the game.

“I would have liked to seen
us have a little bit more drive
and focus to close the game
out. It was a time where I
think it was the first time all
game where we had a little bit
of a cushion and I think we
kind of let our guard down,”
he added.

The Huskies reestablished a
four-point lead after Kubista
connected on a deep three af-
ter missing the initial attempt.

Faribault forward Chase
Ernste managed to cut the
lead to 63-61 after an easy
bucket off a turnover prior to
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Huskies fall to Packers

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Huskies forward Andrew Jackson (34) goes up for a layup during
the firt half of Owatonna’s 63-60 win over Faribault on Tuesday,
Feb. 21 at OHS. Jackson scored 12 points in the win.

The last time the Owatonna  gwn, can shoot it,” commented Williamson’s block.

Blossom girls fall in
Sub-Section 1A play

Submitted photo

Blossoms center Marissa Larson (24) goes up for a shot during the first half of Blooming Priai e’s
52-49 loss to Grand Meadow on Thursday in Sub-Section 1A play. Larson scored nine points in the

loss.

Five Razorbacks qualify

for state tournament
Westfield has four crowned Section 2A champs

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

Blue Earth -- In its first year
of co-op competition, West-
field continues to put together
a memorable start to the pro-
gram.

The Razorbacks will send five
wrestlers to the state-wrestling
tournament. The combined
Blooming Prairie and Hayfield
schools earned had four cham-
pions and one second place fin-
ish at the Section 2A individual
tournament Saturday, at Blue
Earth Area School.

For the five finalists, Ethan
Arett was the lone Razorback
to falter.

After falling by pin to top-
seeded Blake Legred of United
South Central in the finals,
Arett was in a challenge for
true second.

He would secure his spot at the
state tournament after securing
a pin at the 2:35-mark of the
match against Trevor Pearson
of Maple River.

Arett pinned Trayton Hewitt
(LCWM) in just 55 seconds
of his first bout and then won
a wild 10-7 verdict over Bray

Olson of Kenyon-Wanamingo
to earn the spot against Legred
in the finals.

Westfield saw four Ra-
zorbacks crowned as Colton
Krell, Morgan Moreno, Mitch-
ell Oswald, and Trey Chatman
all took the individual titles.

At 160, Krell got the win
with a pin over Luke Wilson
of Lesuer-Henderson at 3:06-
mark of the second period.
Earlier, Krell had decisioned
Roger Ziegler of Blue Earth
Area 14-10 and Marcus De-
Leon of Medford 8-1.

At 170 pounds, Morgan
Moreno took less than two
minutes of the final bout to pin
Jeremiah Colon of Lake Crys-
tal-Wellcome Memorial earn
the title.

Moreno began his day with
a technical fall 15-5 over
Dustyn Schmidt (Maple Riv-
er) and then won a close 7-5
verdict over Matthew Hou-
glum (Kenyon-Wanamingo)
to reach the finals.

Mitchell Oswald  won
a hard-fought 6-3 deci-
sion over Trenten Rogich of
Lesuer-Henderson to take the
220-weight class champion-

AN

ship.

Oswald pinned Nate Mc-
Carthy of Medford in just
24 seconds in the first bout
and then pinned Jordan Huse
(Blue Earth) in just less than
two minutes of the semi-final
bout.

Chatman won the heavy-
weight class with a close 3-2
decision over Jesse Jackson of
Kenyon-Wanamingo.  Chat-
man drew a bye and won a 5-1
decision over Conner Thorn
of Maple River to reach the
finals.

All but one grappler placed
for the Razorbacks Saturday.

Wyatt Brennan (113), Riley
Schultz (120), Jackson Heydt
(126) and Dylan Nirk (195)
all took home third place fin-
ishes.

Quentin  Kubista (132),
Jordan Sullivan (145), Seth
Peterson (152) and Tristan
Riekan (182) all took home
sixth place finishes after drop-
ping their final two matches.

The Razorback coaching
staff reacted positively to the
team’s success, and the team
added three fourths to the win-
ning day.
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Game-tying shot at the buzzer falls short

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

Grand Meadow -- A three-
point attempt that hit the
rim handed No.3 seed Grand
Meadow a 52-49 victory in
Grand Meadow on Thursday.
The loss knocked the Blos-
soms out of the Sub-section
1A tournament, falling to the
No.3 seeded Super Larks.

The Blossoms played well
and executed a good game
plan, but they were thwarted
by some poorer than usual
shooting. The team made just
29 percent from the field in

the first half and finished at
30 percent for the game.

Bp had a 39-28 edge in re-
bounding and turned the ball
over just two more times than
Grand Meadow.

“We played a great game
tonight against a very good
Grand Meadow team,” re-
marked Coach John Bruns.
“We executed our game plan
well, but we just couldn’t get
shots to fall at times. The girls
kept battling down to that last
second shot that rimmed out.

“I am proud of the way they
played tonight and all through
the season. They are a fantas-
tic group of girls.”

GM’s Jordyn Glynn led all
scorers in the game with 22
points, and Riley Queensland
contributed 13.

Sam Wurst earned another
double double, as she pulled
down 13 rebounds to go along
with 18 points. Marissa Lar-
son and Megan Oswald each
added nine points, and Julia
Worke added eight. Ayren
Ingvalson dished out six as-
sists and had four steals in the
game.

Blooming Prairie finished
its season at 10-16, and the
team played the last quarter
of the season without senior
point guard Kylie Forystek.

Samantho W), 4t

Nelson captured his first Section 1-AAA
title in a dramatic match. Dropping to 106
pounds, he defeated Rochester Mayo’s
Marshall Peters 8-7 after securing a late
takedown in the final seconds of the match.

In Blooming Prairie’s Sub-Section 1A
loss to Grand Meadow Thursday, Samantha
Warst certainly turned in a performance.

She registered a double-double, after
scoring 18 points and grabbing 13 rebounds.
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Classifieds

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30

BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

Dodge County
Independent

Dodge County
ADvantage

Steele County Times

REACH OVER 17,000 IN

OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.0. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

FOR SALE

If you or a loved one have
taken Xarelto and suffered
any serious side effects,
call 507-573-4430 to speak
with a lawyer. You may be
entitled to compensation. tfc

GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town,
Owatonna. Call for delivery
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions. 1tfc

2015 SE Ford Fusion. New
tires, very good condition, Call
for details, 507-219-4282.

9-11sct

FOR RENT

Apartments for rent, 1,2 & 3
BR, gas & elec. Included. 507-
273-7386. 50-1p, 2tfc

Hayfield, 1 br apt, laundry on-
site, off street parking, heat
included, must be 62+ or handi-
capped/disabled, rent based on
income, Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity, Call 507-477-2316 42tfc

Blood Clot patients, if you
have experienced any serious
problems with an IVC filter,
call 507-201-8964 to speak
with a lawyer. You may be
entitled to compensation. tfc

KASSON, 1 br apt, laundry
on-site, off street parking, heat
included, must be 62+ or handi-
capped/disabled, rent based on
income, equal housing oppor-
tunity, call 507-634-4188. 42tfc

Great Western Apartments,
Hayfield. 2 bedroom apart-
ment, 2nd floor, includes
utilities, laundry onsite. Avail-
able immediately. Call (507)
796-0152 or (701) 330-9788.

otfc

MISCELLANEOUS

The regular meeting of the
Board of Commissioners
of Southeastern Minnesota
Multi-County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority
(SEMMCHRA) will be held
at the SEMMCHRA Main
Office, 134 East Second
Street, Wabasha, MN 55981
on Wednesday, March 15,
2017 at 10:00 a.m. The
public is welcome to attend.

11c

Be a
Know-It-All

Subscribe Today!

DGE COU Y

INDEPENDENT

507-634-7503
dci@kmtel.com
www.steeledodgenews.com

HAMM’S WELDING - All
types, aluminum, stainless
steel, cast iron, fabrication
work and repairs. HAMM’S
WELDING, 528-2524, rural
Claremont. 9tfc

Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper stick-
ers, graduation invitations,
pens, can holders, letter-
heads, envelopes, business
cards, carbon-less forms,
computer stationery. Ask
about other items available,
507-634-2661. 33tfp

Have you taken Invokana
and suffered any serious side
effects? Call 507-573-4551 to
speak with a lawyer. You may
be entitled to compensation.

tfc

Dave Stevenson Sharpen-
ing Service- Sharpening
everything that cuts! Drop
off/pick up available at
Kasson & Dodge Center

Hardware Hanks. Phone A or B, must be able to lift

or text 507-269-9601. 10tfc

EMPLOYMENT

Caregiver/PCA in Rochester
every other Sunday. 7am-
7pm, 12-59/hr. Training pro-
vided. No heavy lifting. 507-
289-2756. 10-12c

Part time bartender/ waiter
to work flexible hours Mon.-
Sun. Must be at least 18 yrs.
of age and able to start work
at 4 p.m. Will train. Pick up
application at 505 Frontage
Rd NW or send application/
resume to Byron American
Legion. P.O. Box 687 Byron,
MN 55920 6tfc

Person wanted to run truck
pumping for septic tanks, and
drain cleaning, must be used
to hard work. CDL required,

WELLINGTON
ADULT CARE
has a full time day position available
working with elderly residents.
eWe are a home and community
based facility.
eWe provide 24 hr care.
eApplicant must be 18 years old,
have a valid drivers license
and pass a background check.
eExperience preferred but will train
the right person.
For application and interview
Call Bill or Janie Hill at
507-374-2198 or 507-319-4521

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ==

EMPLOYMENT HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

RAILROAD
VEGETATION CONTROL:
Full-time traveling opportunity, 60-80
hours/week, $13-$15/hour starting, meal
allowance, paid lodging, 95% paid health/
dental, 401(k) & paid time off. RAW,
Inc. in Cooperstown, ND 888/700-0292
info@rawapplicators.com
www.rawapplicators.com

Classified Advertising
that is

Easy!?

THE MinNEsOTA CLassiFiED Ab NETWORK

Make an impact with your advertising
dollar with classified advertising that
reaches over 3 million readers!

Your newspaper representative

= STATEWIDE can provide
CILIASSIFIEFDS complete details.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2979

CDL A DRIVERS
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical benefits
on day 1 & earn $65k+ in your first year!!!
Guaranteed pay. Profit sharing, 401k with
company match & more! Formore informa-
tion, call Jim Robbins now! 253/512-1887

DRIVE WITH UBER
No experience is required, but you’ll
need a Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. For
more information, call: 800/912-3649

GOT KNEE PAIN?
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a
pain-relieving brace - little or no
cost to you. Medicare patients call
health  hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV — BEST DEAL EVER!
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail). Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms).
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS!
Save! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription! Call
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

90 Ibs. Contact Leth Sewer
Service, 507-635-5590. 7tfc

PT bus driver needed in
Kasson area, must have CDL
license. M-TH 5 hrs/day. If
interested call Mike at 507-
634-4330. 8tfc

FT Vinyl graphics installers &
production workers, competi-
tive wages & benefit packag-
es offered, apply in person
at National Fleet Graphics,
318 South Street SE, Dodge
Center. 10-12¢

PT Truck Driver/Spring Farm
Help, Looking for someone to
help tend planters and spray-
er and haul grain with semi
from farm near Dodge Center
to elevator and terminals.
Must have CDL. Hrs would
vary starting in April-duly.
Well maintained equipment.
651-210-4310. 10-12c

HOME
SELLERS

Serving Your Buying
and Selling Needs!

BOB REMKER
X

507-363-9275 Cell
bremker@gmail.com

www.HomeSellersMN.com B .@_

WANTED

Crop land to rent. Young
farmer looking to expand
existing corn and soybean
operation in Hayfield and
surrounding area, call David
Stanton, 507-951-0915 38tfc

Kasson-Mantorville Elementary School

has an immediate opening for a
Special Education Paraprofessional

Please complete an application on-line at

Cleary Building Corp. |=
MINI STORAGE

New Building
Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month
Weekday hours:

8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.
Saturday hours:

8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.
702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN
(507)634-6640

www.komets.k12.mn.us
and include a resume, application letter,

and reference letters.

CDL driver over the road dryer van.
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays,
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking

Austin, MN

1-800-634-3317

9-15¢

EOE

HELP WANTED

CHS has multiple openings for Seasonal Laborers/Drivers
at all our CHS locations including Byron, Claremont, Grand
Meadow, Ostrander, St. Charles, Wykoff, & Chester, IA.
Potential employees must be familiar with farm equipment,
mechanically inclined and possess or have the ability to
obtain a Class A or B CDL or a seasonal CDL.

Please apply online at:

www.chsrochester.com/about-us/careers

If you have any questions contact

Chris (Byron & Claremont) 507-775-2900
Mike (Grand Meadow) 507-754-5125

Mark (St. Charles) 507-932-4830
Steve (Wykoff) 507-951-3343
Troy (Ostrander) 507-657-2234
Jeff (Chester, 1A) 563-565-2415

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)

Rochester and Mantorville Locations

We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services
within our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for full-time and part-time positions.
Positions require every other weekend. Shifts generally are
AM (7a-3p), PM (3p-11p) and Overnights (11p-7a). EOE

Please apply online at
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/
then click on the orange
“Employment” box

For additional information call
Kayla (320) (507)316-5231

MINNESOTA ZONE

ADOPTION

ADOPTION. Loving Couple
promises baby warm home,
secure future. Assure good
education, music, sports.
Devoted grandparents. Ex-
penses paid. Call Nathan/
Stephanie  1(844)715-7640
or attorney 1(424)901-6671.
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES/MOTORCY-
CLES WANTED

MOTORCYCLES: TOP CASH
PAID! For Old Motorcycles!
1900-1979. DEAD OR ALIVE!
920-371-0494 (MCN)

ALL ZONE

ADOPTION

A childless married cou-
ple seeks to adopt. Will be
hands-on mom & devoted
dad. Financial security. Ex-
penses PAID. Call Holly & Ti-
ger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for
Adam) (MCN)

PREGNANT?  CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living
expenses, housing, medical,
and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive fam-
ily of your choice. Call 24/7.
855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum val-
ue of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Tak-
en Care Of. 1-800-283-0205
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP _WANT-
ED

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid
in advance! Mailing Brochures
at Home! Easy pleasant work.
Begin Immediately! Age unim-
portant! www.homemoney77.
com (MCN)

Over the Road carrier seeking
experienced drivers. Midwest
and west coast, no east coast.
Drivers average 3,000+ miles

per week, loaded and emp-
ty miles paid. Call recruit-
ing 1-800-645-3748 WWW.
gfltruck.com (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need
a Smartphone. It's fun and
easy. For more information,
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make
$1000 Weekly Mailing Bro-
chures From Home! No Ex-
perience Required. Helping
home workers since 2001!
Genuine Opportunity. Start

Immediately! ~ www.Income-
Mailers.net (VOID IN SD, WI)
(MCN)

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with
the IRS? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Call
888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAY-
MENTS got you down? We
can help reduce payments
and get finances under con-
trol, call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE

FRUIT & NUT TREES. Blue-
berry, Strawberry, Grape,
Asparagus, Evergreen &
Hardwood Plants & MORE!
FREE catalog. WOODSTOCK
NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free
888-803-8733 wallace-wood-
stock.com (MCN)

Trailer  Close-Out  Sale:
Fuel Tank Trailers: 4-Place
Snowmobile trailers: Goose-
neck Skid loader Trailers:
Scissor Lift Trailers: New
ST205/75D15 “ON”  White
Mod wheel $69.00: Trailer
REPAIRS & PARTS. www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com
515-972-4554 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK
PAIN?  Medicare recipients
may qualify to receive a pain
relieving brace at little or no
cost. Call now! 844-668-4578
(MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our
licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare
prices and get $25.00 OFF
your first prescription! CALL

MFCP classified

1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS -
Now offering a 45-Day Risk
Free Offerl FREE BATTER-
IES for Life! Call to start
your free trial! 855-982-0724
(MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back
Pain?Shoulder Pain? Get a
pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Pa-
tients Call Health Hotline Now!
1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99
FREE Shipping! 100 Percent
Guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only
$99.00! Your #1 trusted pro-
vider for 10 years. Insured
and Guaranteed Delivery. Call
today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEQOUS

Spectrum Triple Play: TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99
ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment.
We buy your existing contract
up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Af-
fordable, high speed broad-
band satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now
and save $100. Plans start
at $39.99/month. Call 1-800-
712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV — BEST DEAL
EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus
$14.99/mo Internet (where
avail) FREE  Streaming.
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.)
FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-
390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-800-442-5148
(MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY!
Basement Systems Inc. Call

us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Fin-

ishing, Structural Repairs,
Humidity and Mold Control.
FREE ESTIMATES! Call

1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button
Senior Medical Alert. Falls,
Fires & Emergencies happen.
24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/
mo. Call NOW 1-888-840-
7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your
home & family from “what if’
scenarios. Fire, flood, burglary
or carbon monoxide, ADT pro-
vides 24/7 security. Don’t wait!
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294
(MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in
2-Year Price Guarantee ($50/
month)  wW/AT&T  Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for
Three Months, No Cost! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From
$50/Month, includes FREE
Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINE-
MAX, STARZ. Get a $50 Gift
Card. Call 877-894-5275
(MCN)

Change the way you watch
TV- Get rid of cable and get DI-
RECTV! You may also qualify
to receive $100 VISA gift card
when you sign up today - Lim-
ited time Only. CALL NOW!
844-359-1203 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call
today to find out how to get
your free Pills! Price too low
to Mention! Call today 1-877-

560-0997 (MCN)
CASH PAID for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST

PRICES! Call 1-888-389-
0695. www.cash4diabeticsup-
plies.com (MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!
No paid operators, just real
people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messag-
es and connect live. Try it
free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)




By MARK DELAP
Managing Editor

“You have very white
teeth” were the magical words
that unlocked the future for
Peter and Rita. And then, the
unencumbered future began
with a simple kiss and the
premise from author, Craig
Lucas as he penned, “Never to
be squandered... the miracle of
another human being.”

The Tony award winning
play, written by Lucas in
1988 found its way to the
Little Theater of Owatonna
(LTO) in February to the
delight of full houses during
each performance with the
exception of “snowstorm
Friday” which  produced
18 inches of snow and a
performance cancellation.

Opening night in the 50th
anniversary of the LTO began
early as a steady stream
of playgoers came in all
abuzz and you could feel the
excitement in the air. There is
something about an opening
night  performance.  The
freshness, the uncertainty and
the anticipation, impatiently
waiting until the lights dim
and stage right has filled with
flurry.

This opening night was
different.

Prelude to a Kiss in this
quaint little theater was
officially opened with a
“director’s note.” Director
Craig Berg who has been
acting and directing for many
years at LTO stood in the
center isle directly in front of
center stage and cleared his
throat before he boomed out
a resounding “Welcome to the
Little Theater of Owatonna.”

Immediately, he grabbed
the attention of everyone,
announcing that after 29 years
at LTO, he was stepping down
from all theater production and
as he pointed to the audience,
remarked, “Now I will be a
part of The Little Theater from
where you are sitting.”

The positioning of the
director was brilliant as he
was actually offering us a live
illustration of transition. A
thespian moving off stage to
take his place with the masses

that he has entertained for so
long.

Berg has been battling
cancer. He is fighting for his
life.

Quoting again from the
performance and the essence
of the philosophy, “never to
be squandered... the miracle
of another human being”
was being demonstrated live
as he stood before us on that
opening night. Apropos for
his last series of performances
was this play.

The tears in his eyes were
evident and we didn’t quite
catch on to the magnitude
until one of the final scenes
unfolded. The  unnamed
old man and Rita, having
been taught a lesson in the
paranormal about the precious
nature of life that comes and
goes so quickly.

In that scene, newcomer
to the LTO and Owatonna
resident, Emily Shoenbeck
(Rita) gave a  stirring
performance with equally
impressive actor Bill Wood
who played a man with no
name, sending a message that,
in fact, that it could be any one
of us.

In a play that had to come
with a disclaimer due to the
adult content and language,
the first half of the play came
off a bit course in language and
situation, but the shock value
written in by Lucas, paved the
way to an understanding of the
cynical Rita and the vulnerable
and almost desperate Peter,
played by Nate Chesney.

The early character study of
both Peter and Rita was brief
for the purpose of quickly
getting into the crux of the
ideology of the play. To those
unfamiliar with this work, it
may have seemed a bit sparse,
but Shoenbeck and Chesney
quickly get into the heart of
the matter which may be more
true to form in this day and age
than anyone wants to admit.

They also endeared their
audience with  believable
performances that did not
seem staged or uncomfortable.
They had a way of making the
socially uncomfortable topics
almost bearable and through it
all, the viewer knew that Peter
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After their final performance, the cast and c ew of Prelude to a Kiss gathered for a photo. The cast was made up entirely of
community volunteers, who were everything from realtors to reporters to retired nurses.

wanted a love to enjoy and
endure, while Rita just wanted
to get it over with and head
toward the finish line.

That finish line for Rita
comes sooner than she realizes
as a strange exchange into an
old man’s body occurs while
the elderly gentleman who
loves his life too much to leave
it, opts willingly to go into the
young and perky body of Rita.

They switch places
unknown to anyone but
themselves, and eventually

Peter. A man who loved the
exterior had to love the soul
suddenly clothed in an old and
decaying garment. In the end,
they are switched back and the
prelude to the final kiss comes
with lessons learned and a
greater appreciation for what
love is.

The switch comes with a
dialogue that put tears into
the eyes of the audience. With
both characters speaking at
the same time, there comes a
realization that they acted in
fear and took for granted the
simple gift of who each was
to the world and the world
around them. Because of fear
and bitterness, they almost lost
the ones that they truly loved.

The line, “All you’ve got to

do is want it bad enough,” was
the line that drew them away
from what they loved and it
was the same line that brought
them back home to their full
potential to love.

Shoenbeck who played the
perky and precocious Rita
said that the play had touched
her in many ways. “I think that
this play teaches. It shows how
we can build barriers that keep
people out,” she said. “Then
in turmoil those barriers are
washed away and we’re left
with the people we have to
love.”

Berg, going through a
parallel struggle with terminal
illness relates to the character
of the old man in the play,
wondering what it would be
like to say “goodbye” and yet,
there he was, saying farewell
to the audience for a final time
and taking on this play as his

swan song.
“This play was about
love,” Berg said. “Deep to

the core love. Peter saw lost
a part of his love, but the part
that remained and was most
important was still visible to
him.”

Berg said that Peter had
come to realize that the greater
love wasn’t in the casing, but
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within the casing.

The cast, led by Shoenbeck
and Chesney were strong and
powerful actors that brought
our fears, our love and our
mortality to center stage. With
them was a very strong cast
who injected the right amount
of humor into the serious.
Mrs. Boyle, played by Maria
Diaz had one of those Jewish
mothering characters and was
written as the strong mother
led more by her heart than her
head.

Diaz had a death in the
family on the week of the first
performance and Rebecca
Somers came to the rescue
with only 36 hours before the
curtain went up. A daunting
task for any actor, it was pulled
off brilliantly by Somers.

“I can’t say enough about
the entire cast,” Berg said.
“They simply blew me away
with their performances.”

He then went on to say
that Somers was “absolutely
brilliant.” T tend to agree and
would go so far as to say that
she stole the show with her
comedic timing and the flare
and panache that she had on
stage. Some are born into
greatness, they say, but others,
greatness is thrust upon them.

It truly was thrust upon her
and as viewers, we also were
anointed with the talents of
not only Sommers, but the
entire cast. The chemistry was
genuine and not forced. The
laughter was sincere and not
simply gratuitous. The timing
was perfection.

The night... was magical. It
was an honor to be a part of
Berg’s legacy and possibly the
last performance of his career.
I know that the lead actor earns
the roses, but at the end of the
night, I hope they were shared
with this brilliant director.

Snow white was awakened
by a kiss. Perhaps this play
was the prelude to his miracle.

The Cast:

Nate Chesney as Peter,
Austin  Parrish as Taylor,
Emily Schoenbeck as Rita,
Jim Holten as Tom, Maria
Diaz as Mrs. Boyle, Tim
Fitzgerald as Dr. Boyle, Linda
Karnauskas as the Minister,
Kathy Purdie as Aunt Dorothy,
Curt Jorgensen as Uncle Fred,
Bill Wood as the Old Man,
Waiter/Waitress tbd, Amber
Boettcher as Leah.

Directed by Craig Berg
and co-director Mary Butler-
Fraser.
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AFTERMARKET
#1 PRODUCT

of 2016 by Truck Parts & Service Magazine
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Minimizer is proud to call
Blooming Prairie home, and we’re
proud to have the number one
seat in the trucking industrvy.

Minimizer

L

MINIMIZER.COM | TESTED  STORTURED | 800.248.3855
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