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The old African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a 
child” is a true statement if you want to raise  healthy, 
well-rounded children. 
Now that doesn’t mean a free baby-sitting service, but 
instead, constructive guidance, encouragement and 
the sharing of knowledge and resources to children in 
your community.
That process cannot take place until the founda-
tion of the concept is established, and it begins with 
boundaries and discipline. Discipline first begins in 
the home, and it has to be incepted early. So many 
times you hear horror stories of parents that wash their 
hands of their children as adolescents with the excuse 
that, “my kids just won’t listen to me.”
At that point, sending them to others to raise and dis-
cipline your children because you are “tired of trying” 
is a breakdown in the parental job description as well 
as the community responsibility and the “my bad” 
should fall squarely on the shoulders of parents who 
had cute children and didn’t have the heart to disci-
pline when the cuteness turned to mischief.
Here in our community you find a great support sys-
tem and vote of confidence for that old African prov-
erb. Not only do we have volunteers that come into 
our schools to help share their trades, but we have 
teachers and coaches going well beyond their job 
descriptions to speak, share and invest their knowl-
edge.
We see the parental networking that is on Facebook 
and Twitter as photos and articles and encouraging 
comments are shared like a strong and healthy grape 
vine. It is yielding some great vintages and the com-
munity takes pride as we pour our children into the 
world, knowing it is another good year for students.
The community cheers when one accomplishes some-
thing, whether that accomplishment is band, speech, 
agriculture, athletics, technology or even something 
like winning a coloring contest. It also mourns with 
those who experience a loss or a setback. It is nice to 
be a part of a community that is tightly knit and where 
each individual thread is bright and vibrant.
Recently, Blooming Prairie came together for its annu-
al Education Foundation auction and in one night, 
the community raised over $75K for the kids of the 
community. We say, one night, but again, it was a full 
blown community effort that was months in the making 
and involved a total community effort.
From the items that were specially crafted for the eve-
ning, such as Nathan Piller’s original oil painting to 
items of great value that included exotic vacations, it 
was a culmination of a village coming together donat-
ing their time, their talents and their hard work to raise 
the children. 
It’s a town where the local attorney can be seen 
broadcasting sporting events for radio, the Boys and 
Girls Club is not a just a sign, but a forceful advocate 
for children, the local baker stuffs backpacks for fami-
lies in need and the unsung volunteers are as a faith-
ful army.
Blooming Prairie, you are teaching your children well, 
and with that teaching comes child rearing from the 
heart. Kudos. 

For 145 years, the 
Worthington Daily Globe 
has been a daily newspaper. 
But those days will soon 
come to an end.

Forum Communications, 
the Fargo-based company 
that owns the Daily Globe, 
announced last week that 
the southwestern Minnesota 
newspaper will be scaled 
back to two days a week on 
Wednesday and Saturday.

In making the announce-
ment, the Daily Globe ac-
knowledged that it has heard 
complaints about the shrink-
ing size of its daily edition. 
The paper said “rather than 
publish six thinner editions 
Monday through Saturday, 
our plan is to give our read-
ers two healthy print edi-
tions filled with interesting 
stories and photos.”

I always find it sad and 
troubling to see things like 
this happen in our industry. 
As I have mentioned many 
times in the past in this 
space, the daily newspapers 
around the country have 
and continue to take it on 
the chin. It’s never pretty to 
see any newspaper, no mat-
ter what size it is, struggle 
to remain competitive in a 
changing world. 

Print advertising revenue 
has declined across the na-
tion. Sales from print adver-
tising have reduced about 5 
percent a year. In rural Min-
nesota, evolving market-

place trends and a challeng-
ing farm economy have also 
had an impact. 

Something similar hap-
pened a few years back in 
Steele County, though not 
as drastic as what will take 
place with the Daily Globe. 
The daily newspaper in 
Owatonna cut its Sunday 
edition and dropped down to 
five publishing days. 

It seems many “daily” 
newspapers are not really 
dailies any longer. 

I have been a faithful read-
er of the Star Tribune for 
many years. It has even be-
come evident to me with the 
state’s largest daily that it 
could possibly trim back one 
or two editions every week. 
The Monday paper, for ex-
ample, is often mighty slim. 

The headlines “days num-
bered for local daily papers” 
have circulated for several 
years and have gained mo-
mentum in recent months. 
There are papers across the 
country that are cutting back 
their production cycle simi-
lar to what will be happen-
ing in Worthington. Publish-
ers and editors at the dailies 
are coming to terms with the 
idea that they will not be 
able to sustain a daily news-
paper.  

Such a trend makes me 
relieved to be operating a 
weekly newspaper. There is 
a niche for a strong source 
for local news. And it’s quite 
often the weekly newspapers 
that are able to fulfill that 
need. 

Unlike many daily op-
erations around the coun-
try and even in Minnesota, 
weekly newspapers have 

been thriving and will con-
tinue to thrive for years to 
come. Weekly papers are 
often looked down at by our 
competitors at the dailies 
and even young journalists 
coming out of college. But I 
have found weekly commu-
nity newspapers are where it 
is happening these days.

People have been pro-
claiming that “print is dy-
ing” for many years. A bet-
ter statement would be that 
print is changing. I believe 
we have shown our readers 
that print is far from hitting 
the coffin. 

It’s important to use this 
time as a reminder that a lo-
cal newspaper can only be as 
good as the businesses and 
organizations who support 
it through advertising and 
readers who subscribe.   

This daily gets smaller 
situation also makes me re-
alize that perhaps becoming 
bigger isn’t always such a 
great thing. Agriculture is 
also fighting that right now 
with large feedlots taking 
over family farms at the ex-
pense of pollution and water 
quality. 

I feel we have found a 
sustainable model for lo-
cal journalism at the Steele 
County Times. Perhaps the 
headline for our industry 
should read: “Days are NOT 
numbered for local weekly 
papers.”

We’re in hot pursuit of 
delivering news like we 
have for nearly 125 years. 
Our commitment has never 
changed. Oh what a relief 
it’s to be a weekly paper!

What a relief to 
be a weekly paper

Letter to the editor

 
For the second year, Minne-
sota ranks first of the 25 largest 
states in the Kauffman Index for 
Main Street Entrepreneurship. 
We have the highest rate of 
business owners (7.75 percent), 

established small business den-
sity (687.2 small businesses 
per 1,000 firms) and business 
survival rate (50.75 percent that 
made it to at least five years in 
business).

However, while we’re going 
great as a state for established 
businesses, Minnesota is not 
doing so well when it comes to 
new entrepreneurs. The Kauff-
man Index also measures Start-
up Activity and Growth Entre-
preneurship. Of the 25 largest 

states, we rank 21 in terms of 
new Startup Activity and 15 for 
Growth Entrepreneurship (rate 
of startup growth).

We do need to keep support-
ing existing entrepreneurs - they 
are job creators and economic 
drivers. However, we also need 
to develop a healthy pipeline 
of new entrepreneurs. Given 
the high risks of starting a new 
business, Southern Minnesota  

To the Editor,
It’s tax time at the Capitol. No, 

I’m not referring to the state and 
federal tax forms we were re-
quired to submit mid-April I’m 
talking about the legislature’s 
annual tax conference commit-
tee, and why it’s important for 
residents of rural Minnesota to 
call or email their local legisla-
tors on a topic that will have a 
direct impact on our quality of 
life. 

The tax bill contains many 
provisions, including tax reduc-
tions for senior citizens, farm-
ers, small business owners and 
college students. But in its cur-

rent form, the bill doesn’t con-
tain a much-needed formula 
change for county program aid. 
These are the critical dollars our 
counties need to provide public 
safety, human services, trans-
portation, and other vital pro-
grams on the state’s behalf.

Call or email your legisla-
tors. (Find your legislators at 
this link: http://www.gis.leg.
mn/iMaps/districts/)   Tell them 
county program aid is critical to 
preserve our rural way of life, 
and ask them to support the for-
mula change that will keep our 
rural counties strong.

Jay Backer
Chair, Big Stone County 
Board of Commissioners

Graceville, Minn. 

Tax time at the 
Capitol

By TIM PENNY 

Entrepreneurship 
Starts With 

Encouragement

PENNY
Continued on page 5A

It takes a village

Guest column
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Staff photo by  Howard Lestrud

Riauna Bishop and Cameron Kubista try out a swing on the Blooming Prairie High School Grand March trail. Forty-five couples participated on Saturday, April 29. 
Medford and NRHEG’s proms will take place this weekend with Owatonna’s to follow the next.

Dancing with our Stars of Steele 1B

Local educator 
finalist 
for top honor

Prom season kicks off

The field has been narrowed 
for finalists for Minnesota 
Teacher of the Year and it 
includes a teacher from Steele 

Hog producer fights factory farms

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

Hog producer Chris Petersen speaks out against factory farms 
at a workshop about water quality Saturday at the Izaak Walton 
League in Austin. Petersen farms near Clear Lake, Iowa and 
doesn’t want to see Minnesota become another Iowa when it 
comes to hog production.

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

A hog farmer from northern 
Iowa is on a personal crusade 
to fight factory farms and keep 
what’s happening in his home 
state from taking place in 
Minnesota. 

Chris Petersen of Clear Lake 
said Iowa is on course to grow 
to 30 million hogs within the 
next three years. Iowa is the 
top hog producing state in the 
country. Most of the hogs are 
being raised on large feedlots. 

He delivered his message 
Saturday at a workshop 

focused on water quality 
sponsored by the Izaak Walton 
League in Austin. 

Petersen said just within the 
past 10 days he has received 
notice that two feedlots of 
5,000 head each are being 
proposed in Hancock County, 
Iowa. “It’s industrial ag on 
steroids,” he said. “It’s just 
growing gangbusters. It’s not 
even farming or agriculture 
anymore.”

If anyone needs evidence of 
the devastation caused by hog 
feedlots, Petersen points to 
water quality. Iowa ranks 49th 
in water quality in the nation, 
according to Petersen. “Iowa 
is the worst. I do not want to 
see Minnesota become another 
Iowa,” he said.

Petersen, 62, is not opposed 
to livestock. In fact, he has 
relied on raising hogs for his 
livelihood for decades. He 
currently has about 600 hogs 

on his farm.
But what Petersen is against 

is how family farms are being 
squeezed out of the picture by 
factory farms. He pointed out 
that 94 percent of traditional 
hog farmers are gone and 
replaced with factory farms. 
“There has been a hell of a 
transformation going on,” he 
said. “Everything is being 
destroyed by outsiders with 
big money. Rural Iowa is 
emptying out and being filled 
up with feedlots,” he added.

Within a two year span 
in the late 1990s, nearly 
40,000 hog producers went 
out of business, Petersen 
said. “The big players came 
in and destroyed the market 
and competiveness,” he said, 
noting that Chinese now own 

“It’s industrial ag on 
steroids. It’s not even 
farming or agriculture 
anymore.”

 - Chris Petersen
Iowa Hog Farmer

IOWA
Continued on page 5A

Kim Purscell, Executive 
Director of the Steele County 
Historical Society, has left her 
position held for the past nearly 
two years.

“Kim has brought her 

organizational skills in office 
administration, focusing on 
best practices, for which we 
are very grateful,” said Jerry 
Ganfield, president of the 
Society.

With her departure, the 
15-member board of directors 
will be assessing the Society’s 
leadership needs, and in the 
interim, redefining position 
descriptions.

Purscell and SCHS part ways

Staff photo by Mark Delap

Kim Purscell, Steele County Historical Society Executive Director left last Friday. Pictured here with a recent 
exhibit, Purscell was a visionary who had formulated some great plans for Owatonna before her departure. 
The Times ran a special article on Purscell and the SCHS in the April 25 edition.

Forming 
of petition 
approved

Kurt Deter and Steve Penkava 
have been authorized to prepare 
a petition for a potential new 
Hope Public Drainage system 
per MN statues 103E at the most 
recent county board meeting.

Commissioners Brady, 
Glynn, and Gnemi were present 
at a Hope tile meeting just a few 
days prior to the decision.

“This is a step in the process,” 
Anita Benson, the county’s 
highway engineer, explained 
to the board, “There’s no 
guarantee that the petition will 
receive enough signatures.”

Commissioner Glynn agreed, 
but responded, “It’s the first step 
in a direction we’re going to 
have to go.”

Before authorizing Deter and 
Penkava to form the petition, the 
board added the cost of doing so 
could not exceed $1,000.

When the board meeting was 
opened to public comment, Dale 
Wilferd from Hope addressed 
the commissioners.

“What happens after we pay 
the 1,000 dollars?,” Wilferd 
asked, “Who’s responsible for 
the next procedure we have to 
go through?’

Commissioner Glynn 
explained the county will cover 
the cost of the petition. The next 
step would be bonding to pay an 
engineer to work on the project, 
but the petition has to come first.

Once the county engineer 
and attorney have prepared the 
petition and identified who is 
able to sign, it will be publicly 
shared.

FFA goes to state convention

EDUCATOR
Continued on page 5A

Submitted photo 

Blooming Prairie FFA member attended the state convention. Front row: Ethan Ehlers, Alison 
Krohnberg, Rachel Thompson, Greta Sunde, Sasha Katzung, Haley Ryks. Back Row: Zach Sisler, 
Boone Carlson, Cole Christianson, Colton Ivers, Tim Wolf, Ethan Grant, Ethan Arett, Kaiden Finley. 
Full story on 5A.

Scott Noet
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In the May 24 edition of The Times, there will be a 
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Isn’t it wonderful to see all 
the new growth and flowers 
coming to life this spring 
season?  Even with the threat 
of a little snow, people have 
been enjoying the delights of 
the new season.

Out to the UltraOutlets of 
Medford, Mission Pottery is 
unpacking their items at their 
new location – the southwest 
side next to Pendleton and 
Urban Finds Bistro.  Wonderful 
tempting items for the patio 
and the garden will be a part of 
the store’s inventory.  

Mother’s Day weekend, 
Friday the 12th 4:00pm - 
7:00pm and Saturday, May 
13, 11:00am – 4:00pm, kids 
are welcome to come out and 
paint a clay pot and add an 
annual flower for a special 
Mother’s Day gift.

The UltraOutlets Center is 
going through a major facelift 
now into its twenty-sixth 
year.  The parking lot was all 
redesigned last year.  Now, the 
landscaping will be finished up 
with directional signage to all 
the stores visible throughout.   
The exterior painting will be 
finished as soon as Mother 
Nature cooperates.  You will 
also see remodeling of all the 
public spaces at the Center 
very soon.  The owners are 
investing major dollars in 
technology so that you will 
have wifi access while visiting 
at the mall and each store 
can use up-to-date software 
and equipment.  Through the 
summer season, we will be 
seeing many other changes 
and additions so please come 
on over and check them out.

June 1, will also be the 
start of the Medford Farmer’s 
Market at the Christ the King 
Parking lot on the north end 
of town.  Jennifer Kath, a 
dietitian at Faribault Allina 
Hospital and Ben and Sarah 
Halblieb Hanson, owners of 
Boundless Roots Farm in 
Clinton Falls have teamed up 
to bring fresh produce to our 
area the whole season long!   
Good news, too, is that they 
are approved for SNAP and 
EBT cards assuring everyone 
easy access to the produce.  . 
They are looking for a few 
more fruit, vegetable and craft 
vendors.  Just contact them at 
medfordMNfarmersmarket@
gmail.com for details.  The 
Market will be open on 
Thursdays 3:00pm-7:00pm 
from June 1 through October.  
Another good reason to visit 
us!

Straight River Days kickoff 
will be the Miss Medford 
pageant on Thursday, June 
15, 7:00pm at the Holiday 
Inn. Friday night is the Parade 
through downtown Medford 
that starts at 7:00pm.  There 
is a full day of activities 
Saturday at Straight River Park 
following the 5K run sponsored 
by our Fire Department.  
Residents have been cleaning 
out garages and basements 
for the rummage sales that are 
also a part of the weekend.  
Check out the website: http://
straightriverdays.com/ for 
details and to register for the 
many events.  Thank you to 
the sponsors and all the Civic 
Club members who make 
this special community event 
happen!

The spring season is off to a 
good start so summer can’t be 
far behind.  All the school kids 
will be out biking, playing and 
walking too these nice days.  
Please keep and eye out and 
have a safe, enjoyable season.  
Mayor Lois

Lois M. Nelson is serving 
her fifth year as Medford 
Mayor.

Lois M. NeLsoN

M
ED

FO
RD

 M
AY

OR
’S

 LI
NE

S

New bloom 
in MedfordSpring brings flowers, 

in beds, planters and 
beautiful hanging baskets 
on downtown Owatonna 
light poles.   Flower Baskets 
are hung the week before 
Memorial Day and beautify 
the area through Labor 
Day with the help from 
volunteers.    The Flower 
Basket program is run 
by volunteers and exists 
because of the good will and 
donations from individuals 
and businesses.  In fact 
all income to operate this 
program comes from donors, 
as gifts, a tax deductible 
donations and memorials.

Owatonna and its visitors 
have had the opportunity to 

enjoy these beautiful baskets 
for 14 years.  They give a 
sense of place and welcome 
that make Owatonna a great 
place to live and work.

There will be 100 baskets 
in the downtown area this 
year.  It takes approximately 
$100.00 per basket each 
year to purchase the locally 
grown flower baskets and to 
provide for the cost of daily 
watering and maintenance 
for four months.  The 
program is in need of funds 
to sustain the watering 
through the summer and 
homecoming.

Would you please consider 
making a tax deductible 
donation today? No amount 

is too big or small. If making 
a memorial, gift or donation 
by check please makes it 
payable to the: Owatonna 
Chamber Foundation-
Flower Basket Program. 
Contributions may be sent to: 
Owatonna Area Chamber of 
Commerce & Tourism, 320 
Hoffman Drive, Owatonna, 
MN 55060.

Calling early risers, the 
committee is looking for 
help for week-end and 
holiday basket watering.  
If you are interested you 
may contact Shirley at the 
Chamber Office.  451-7970.

Thank You for contributing 
to a beautiful Owatonna!

Flower baskets to mark summer season

The Blooming Prairie Stix 
of Fury drum corps and color 
guard will perform during 
the Sons of the American 
Legion 4th Annual Spring 
Fling event on Saturday, May 
13 at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club, 210 4th 
St. NE.

The Sons are one of the 
many organizations that have 
donated to the Stix during 
an appeal to help pay for 
transportation costs.

Jake Peterson, director of the 
Stix group, is also a member 
of the Sons of the American 
Legion.

The May 13 event begins at 
5 p.m. and continues until 7 
p.m.

Come and enjoy a tasty 
dinner featuring roast pork 
sandwiches, cole slaw, pork 
and beans, chips, dessert, milk 
and coffee. Sons member Dean 
Zilm, working with manager 
Jenny Flaherty, is in charge of 
preparing the roast pork with a 
family secret barbecue sauce, 
juices and herbs.

A free will offering will be 
accepted.

Door prizes will be given 
and a silent auction is planned.

As a courtesy of the Sons of 

the American Legion, the first 
30 households will receive a 
free chance on a quilt drawing 
to benefit the Blooming Prairie 
Veterans Memoria

The “Sons” are committed to 
giving back to the community 
and a portion of the funds 
raised at the Spring Fling 
will go into a special fund 
to help remodel the kitchen 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club, said Tom 
Peterson, Sons adjutant.  

“The Sons feel it is essential 
to the Club, Peterson said, to 
have a top notch kitchen facility 
to put them in a position to 
best serve this community for 
special events like weddings, 
family reunions, birthday 
parties, fund raisers, company 
meetings, group dinners, etc. 

Looking ahead to May, 
the second annual Blooming 
Prairie Veterans Memorial 
Quilt Raffle drawing will be 
on Memorial Day, May 29, 
2017.  

The patriotic quilt was 
pieced by Marilyn Meshke 
and quilted by Calico Hutch 
in Hayward, MN.  The quilt is 
named “Stars of Freedom” and 
measures 101 x 110 inches.  

Raffle tickets will cost $5 
each.   There will be three 
prizes and ticket buyers do not 
need to be present to win.  

Sons of the American Legion 
Spring Fling Saturday, May 13

First prize is the patriotic 
quilt, the second prize is 
$100, and third prize is $50. 
All proceeds from the quilt 
and monetary prizes will be 
donated to the Blooming 
Prairie Veterans Memorial.  

The quilt raffle drawing 
will follow the Memorial Day 
activities at the Blooming 
Prairie Servicemen Club.

Quilt raffle tickets will 
be sold at the Servicemen 
Club Foxhole, the Touch of 
Charm, and by the Blooming 
Prairie Veterans Memorial 
Committee, Corporation 
members, Servicemen’s Club 
members, the VFW, American 
Legion, Sons of the American 
Legion, and Auxiliaries.

Contact the following 
individuals for tickets, or with 
questions:  Marilyn Meshke, 
Sandy Jones, Doug Miner, 
Fred Vokoun, Tom Walters, 
Kenny Vermilyea, Keith 
Holman, Kurt Blome, Jaclyn 
Schlichter, or Tom Peterson.

As an update for the 
Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial, total contributions, 
to date, are at $92,791.12, 
which is 37.1 percent 
of Veterans Memorial 
Committee’s goal. 

Peterson said 144 Wall 
Pavers have been reserved. 
“We hope to begin site 
preparation this summer,” 
Peterson announced.  

If anyone has questions 
about reserving a wall paver for 
their veteran, or about making 
a contribution to the Blooming 
Prairie Veterans Memorial, 
please give Peterson a call at 
507-456-2017.

The Minnesota Department 
of Health/Office of Rural 
Health & Primary Care, on 
behalf of the Leona M. and 
Harry B Helmsley Charitable 
Trust, recently provided the 
Blooming Prairie Ambulance 
service a LUCAS 3 mechanical 
CPR device. 

Staff members from the 
ambulance service were given 
in-depth training this month 
on using the device to provide 
critical life-saving treatment 
during a cardiac arrest.

The Blooming Prairie 
Ambulance service is very 
thankful to receive this 
device on behalf of the grant.  

Known as an automated 
chest compression device, 
the Physio-Control LUCAS 3 
Chest Compression System is 
a mechanical CPR device that 
allows medical personnel to 
perform hands-free consistent 
and uninterrupted CPR while 
attending to their patient’s 
other needs.

Additional benefits include 
the ability to use the device 
in conjunction with an AED 
device; allowing for rhythm 
reestablishment during a 
cardiac arrest, eliminating 
rescuer fatigue associated with 
manual CPR, and decreasing 
risk of injury to medical 
personnel during transport.

Although widely used in 
Minnesota’s Metro region, 
less than 80% of ambulance 
services and hospitals in 
Greater Minnesota have access 
to a LUCAS device.

These rural communities 
have been identified by the 
Helmsley Foundation as areas 
of greatest need when it comes 
to access to quality, effective 
health care.  By providing a 
device to all rural ambulance 
services and hospitals, the 
Grant will be instrumental in 
improving this balance.  

Minnesota’s Commissioner 
of Health, Dr. Ed Ehlinger 
sees the Helmsley Grant as 
“part of our efforts to ensure 
quality health care for all 
Minnesotans”.  “Our goal is to 
improve cardiac arrest survival 
rates by installing these 
devices in every ambulance 
and hospital in the state.”

The EMTs with the 
Blooming Prairie Ambulance 
service look forward to serving 
you in any time of need.  

With many new advances in 
technology we are fortunate 
to utilize some of the newest 
and greatest technology in the 
medical industry today. 

Please join us at our open 
house on May 16th from 4:00-
7:00 pm to see the LUCAS 
device in action along with 
ambulance tours, food, 
refreshments, and prizes.  We 
look forward to enjoying a 
night with the community we 
serve!

BP Ambulance service 
received LUCAS 3 
mechanical CPR device

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer
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It’s only May, but the fair 
office at the Steele County 
Free Fair is a busy place each 
day as early preparations 
are being made for the 2017 
fair. Sponsors for various 
fair events are being secured, 
returning vendors confirmed 
and entertainment bookings 
for the free stages, grandstand 
and beer garden have been 
finalized.

Nomination forms are now 
available for the 2017 Steele 
County Citizen Volunteer of the 
year. The award is sponsored 
annually by the Steele County 
Exchange Club in cooperation 
with the fair. A Steele County 
male and female senior citizen 
volunteer aged 65 and over will 
be selected and honored on 
Senior Day. Nomination forms 
are available at SeniorPlace in 
Owatonna, the SCFF office, 
from Bruce Kubicek at 451-
6616 or on the fair website at 
www/scff.org.

David (The Bullet) Smith Jr., 
the Human Cannonball, will be 
back again this year, sponsored 
by Owatonna Motor Company, 
Baymont Inn and Suites 
and Gold Star Amusements. 
This has been one of the top 
attractions for years at the fair. 
David will appear on the Gold 
Star Midway daily at 5:30 and 
8:30 p.m. and then Sunday at 
2:30 and 6:30.

Hairball will be coming 
back to the grandstand at 
this year’s fair. They will be 
returning Thursday night in 
the grandstand, sponsored by 
HyVee, Noble RV, Godfather’s 
Pizza and Car Time of 
Owatonna.

Mega Ride tickets will go 
on sale Saturday, July 15. 
The tickets, selling for $55.00 
will be available only at Hy-
Vee service desk. The ticket 
entitles the holder to unlimited 
rides on the Gold Star Midway 
all fair week and are available 
until Tuesday, Aug. 15 at 5 
p.m.

Dates of the 2017 SCFF are 
Aug. 15-20. Check the fair 
website at www.scff.org.

Gearing up 
for the fair

approximately 50 percent of 
the hogs in Iowa. 

Petersen said his concern 
is the survivorship of the 
traditional independent family 
farm. “Agriculture is my roots. 
That’s why I’m fighting. I’m 
rural and I’m damn proud of 
it,” he said.

In addition to raising 

hogs, Petersen is a member 
of Socially Responsible 
Agricultural Project. He 
travels around the country 
fighting against factory 
farming. He hopes to spread 
the word and make people be 
a part of the solution.

Silence, Petersen said, is 
often considered acceptance. 

And he’s fighting to break 
the silence when it comes to 
feedlots. “If you don’t like it, 
speak up and try and change 
things,” he said. 

He believes there is hope 
about changing factory 
farms. Petersen said he hopes 
agriculture will change back 
to more sustainability in the 

coming years. “People can 
change things,” he said, “We 
have the power to organize, 
educate and vote. We are still 
in control.”

Petersen would like to see a 
moratorium placed on feedlots. 
“We’re going on quite the hell 
raising campaign,” he said. 
“Rural is sick of what’s going 
on in rural.”

Factory farms threaten 
human health, pollute the 
environment and degrade the 
communities in which they 
are built, Petersen said. He 

noted the vertical integration 
of agriculture and the 
factory farming model have 
destroyed once thriving rural 
communities by systematically 
dismantling processing and 
marketing opportunities 
that were once available to 
independent family farmers. 

“I’m totally embarrassed 
by the State of Iowa,” he said, 
referring to all the feedlots 
popping up across the state. 
“It’s like a stranglehold where 
the factories have taken over.”

Petersen fights for sustainable rural farming
IOWA: from page 1A

Correction:
An article in last week’s 

business section said Paula 
Trend owned Curly Girlz 
Candy. The name should have 
appeared as Paula Trenda.

County.
Scott Noet of Owatonna 

Junior High School is one of 
11 finalists for the top honor. 
He originally started as one 
of 132 candidates for the title 
in January. Noet is a social 

Last week, April 23-25. The 
Blooming Prairie FFA chapter 
sent 14 of its members to the 
88th annual Minnesota State 
FFA Convention. It was held 
at many of the facilities within 
the campus at The University 
of Minnesota St. Paul. 

The first night of the 
convention included the 
Talent Show and Reflections 
program. Throughout the 
session we were awarded 
to many talented students 
singing and dancing. The 
program also included a 
retiring address from one 
of the state vice president. 
Monday, the competitions 
started. Blooming Prairie was 
fortunate enough to send two 
teams to the state competitions. 
General Livestock judging 
(Ethan Arett, Colton Ivers, 
Cole Christianson, and Boone 
Carlson) 21st team placing 
and received a gold rating as a 
team. Colton Ivers placed 5th 
place individually overall and 
receiving a gold rating and 

Ethan receiving a gold rating 
as well. The second team, 
Dairy handling (Greta Sunde 
and Rachel Thompson) did 
really well for it being their 
first trip to state.

The rest of the group 
attended a session and 
other events held within the 
campus. At the first session, 
the Blooming Prairie chapter 
received an award recognizing 
the chapter growth in the past 
year

Monday night the State FFA 
convention held its award 
ceremony. There were two 
senior members of Blooming 
Prairie that received their State 
Degrees (Sasha Katzung and 
Zach Sisler). The State Degree 
is the highest honor that a state 
can give to a member. There 
have been five State Degree 
recipients at Blooming Prairie 
in the ten years.

The next day, Tuesday. 
Blooming Prairie attended 
a session where the chapter 
received an award honoring 

our support to Camp Courage 
through corn drives. This year 
we raised over $3700. Thank 
you to all the farmers who 
donated this past fall and the 
all of the years prior. 

Tuesday afternoon, the 
closing ceremonies were held. 
There we found out the results 
of the competitions and CDE 
evens. The ceremony was 
concluded with the keynote 
speaker. Gian-Paul Gonzalez, 
made famous by giving a 
speech that ultimately led 
the New York Giants to a 
Super Bowl victory. At the 
convention, he gave a speech 
that was truly motivational. 
At the end he left us with the 
motto “All In”. 

The Annual BP FFA Awards 
Banquet will be held at the 
BPHS Commons on Saturday 
May 13 at 5:30 in the Blooming 
Prairie HS commons. We hope 
to see you there. 

Submitted by Zach Sisler 
BP FFA Reporter.

studies teacher.
The selection panel will 

meet Saturday to conduct 
individual interviews with 
each of the finalists and to cast 
votes for the 2017 Teacher 
of the Year. The top honoree 
will be announced Sunday in 
Bloomington. 

Of the 11 finalists, all but 
two are from Twin Cities 
metro schools. Noet and 
Sarah McDonald of Northfield 
are the only two non-metro 
teachers in the running for the 

title.
The panel consists of 

23 leaders in the areas 
of education, business, 
government and nonprofits. 
The honor is sponsored by 
Education Minnesota, the 
86,000 member statewide 
educators union.

Noet was Owatonna 
Teacher of the Year in May 
2016. He has been teaching 
in Owatonna since 1997. He 
teachers several U.S. history 
courses each day.

BP FFA honored at convention

All but two finalists from Twin Cities
EDUCATOR: from page 1A

Initiative Foundation (SMIF) is 
focused on working with our re-
gional partners to create a thriv-
ing entrepreneurial ecosystem.

To catalyze entrepreneurs still 
on the fence about taking the 
first big step, we partner with 
Minnesota Cup - the nation’s 
largest statewide business start-
up competition - and Ignite Cup 
in Red Wing, a feeder business 
competition for the Minnesota 
Cup. This year, we’re offering 
three $5,000 grants to the busi-
nesses from SMIF’s 20-county 
region that have the most suc-
cess at Minnesota Cup.

Every fall, we host the En-
trepreneurial Bridge confer-
ence in Austin, MN. This is a 
chance for high-growth, high-
potential business leaders in our 
region to learn from each and 
from industry experts. Part of 
the Entrepreneurial Bridge is a 
Student Business Plan Competi-
tion. This year, students have a 
chance to win $10,000 in prizes, 
plus practice making businesses 
pitches in front of the Founda-
tion’s Leadership Circle.

SMIF is also wrapping up a 
two-year pilot program to help 
our region’s minority business 
owners: The Prosperity Initia-
tive. According to a 2017 Uni-
versity of Minnesota report, 
“Immigrants and Minnesota’s 
Workforce,” it’s predicted that 
by 2035, 25 percent of Minne-
sota’s population will be people 
of color. To help these highly 
entrepreneurial yet often under-

resourced populations, SMIF 
used funds from Minnesota 
DEED to match 25 minority 
businesses with business coach-
es and to host several business 
conferences and trainings.

When SMIF surveyed mi-
nority business owners, 91 per-
cent indicated they would ben-
efit from additional resources 
to help their business grow. 
Because SMIF is a foundation, 
people often don’t know that it 
has the ability to make loans. 
However, SMIF has a range 
of loan programs to help small 
businesses that may not qualify 
for bank financing or that need 
additional funds to “bridge the 
gap.” The Foundation makes 
$1.2-$1.5 million in loans an-
nually and has made nearly 600 
loans in the past 30 years.

Just this month, SMIF an-
nounced our newest entrepre-
neurial initiative: REV - Rural 
Entrepreneurial Venture. REV 
utilizes the Center for Rural 
Entrepreneurship’s proven En-
ergizing Entrepreneurial (e2) 
Communities framework to help 
rural communities identify and 
support entrepreneurs already 
invested in their town. REV will 
build on the Foundation’s his-
tory of asset-based community 
development, focusing on help-
ing communities develop long-
term strategies and tools to bol-
ster and sustain entrepreneurial 
activity.

SMIF knows that our Greater 
Minnesota communities have 

a lot of offer entrepreneurs: a 
range of technical assistance and 
community bank partners, lower 
cost of living and a culture of 
collaboration and support. We 
need to make sure that people 
are aware of all the resources 
available to them.

At SMIF’s board meeting 
this month, we heard from one 
of our Prosperity Initiative cli-
ents, Angel Uribe, the owner 
of Stages of Change Center in 
Mankato. “I’m now part of a 
business community. That in-
clusion has been transformative, 
not only to my business and my 
bottom line, but to me as a busi-
ness owner. You’ve allowed me 
to take my passions and dreams 
and turn them into something 
really amazing,” Angel told 
SMIF’s Board.

When aspiring entrepreneurs 
are aware of resources and know 
they have support, they are more 
willing to take the next step. 
April 30 is the start of National 
Small Business Week; if you’re 
an aspiring entrepreneur or offer 
business services, we encour-
age you to get out and connect. 
Whether at SMIF’s Small Busi-
ness Saturday sessions on May 
6 and May 13 or other small 
business events happening next 
week, we look forward to seeing 
you!

As always, I welcome your 
comments and questions. You 
can reach me at timp@smifoun-
dation.org or 507-455-3215.

SMIF announces new initiative
PENNY: from page 2A



Area Church Schedule
118 5th Ave.

Ellendale
507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

		

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Jeff Sandgren, Interim Pastor

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.  
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 
RED OAK GROVE  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 

www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
Weekly Church Services:  

Saturday Evening at 6 p.m. with Holy 
Communion, Sunday Morning at 

10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
offered during the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of each month. Sunday School 9:00 

a.m. - 10:15 a.m. (Sept. - June) 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
Pastor Collin Duling 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Interim Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar 

(507) 451-2165 
Worship 8:30 AM 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS 

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education hour: 10 a.m.
   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Interim Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar 
    (507) 451-2165

Worship 10:30 a.m.
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—ELCA
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520 www.tlcowatonna.org

Worship Services: Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:15 & 9:30 a.m.

Sunday: 10:45 a.m. Comtemporary
Holy Communion served 

All Saturdays & 1st/3rd Sundays
8:15 & 9:30 am Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, AFLC                                           

Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m. 
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School; 

10:15 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group
MOLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH

7618 NE 84 Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson

(507) 789-6666
(Sept. -  May) 10:45 a.m. Worship
(June - Aug.) 9:00 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Catholic

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
150 NE Second St. Hayfield 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus 

(507) 477-2256 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Thursdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC PARISH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. Sunday. 
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 
307 First St. SW., New Richland 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

Fr. Jose Morales,  
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.   
with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday 
Family Faith Formation and Adult 
Bible Study after Mass with noon 

potluck: 2nd Sunday of month. Faith 
formation for Kindertgarten thru 
Confirmation: every Wednesday 

evening 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays during Lent: 6:15 p.m. 
Eucharistic Adoration; 6:45 p.m. 

Stations of the cross. 

SACRED HEART PARISH
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 

The Rev. John Sauer
The Rev. Jose Morales,

Parochial Vicar 
(507) 451-1588 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 

8:30 a.m., & 10 a.m. 
Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sunday

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday

Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna • 507-451-4845

Fr. Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

Sat. Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass 8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri
(Communion Service 8 a.m. Thursday)

Adoration Chapel avail Mon-Fri 
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. key fob 
required after hrs or wknds

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Fr. Kevin Connolly, Pastor

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Monday Mass: 9 a.m.

Christian

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

540 18th St. SE, Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

Connections 10:15 a.m.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Full Gospel

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH OF OWATONNA
230 Locust Ave, Owatonna
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

(507) 363-3046
www.upcowatonna.com
Sundat Service: 10am

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the first 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at  
11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
 Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.

Non-Denominational 

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

130 East Bridge St, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell 

507-215-2249 
Sundays 10:00 AM 

Coffee Fellowship starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Reformers Unamimous Meetings 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui 

(507) 477-2255 
www.cedarcreekchurch.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  

2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones

(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com

Sun 10 a.m. English Service 
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  

2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHURCH 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 721-1366 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Gateway Connection: 6 p.m. Sunday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatonna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
SIMPLE CHURCH 
Pastor Todd Lundgren 

507-451-5661 
Sundays 9:30 

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the  

freeway from Cabela’s. 
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Steven Robertson 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Pastors Mark & Robin DeLap
616-788-1044

www.streetfireministries.net

Trinity Lutheran Church, Blooming Prairie, MN

 Area Church Spotlight

Pastor’s corner: Spring into joy
As a kid, I took delight in 

making May Day baskets out of 
recycled strawberry containers 
or cut up egg cartons. In these 
precious gifts I placed candy, 
stickers and beautiful flowers 
otherwise known as dandelions. 
It was a thrill to place these May 
Day baskets on the porch of un-
suspecting neighbors. I rang the 
doorbell and ran away with so 
much joy and a belly full of gig-
gles. I always hoped that these 
baskets full of treasures would 
brighten someone’s day and add 
a bit of mystery to one’s life. 

Throughout this season of 
Easter, Christians continue to 
encounter the risen Christ. He 
sits on the beach cooking fish, 
meets the travelers on the road 

to Emmaus, surprised Mary as 
she left the tomb and came to 
the scared disciples locked away 
in the upper room. Jesus keeps 
showing up on people’s door-
steps with the good news, he 
is risen. Where there was once 
death and despair there is now 
life and hope. 

Within the Christian tradition 
many believe we are people of 
the resurrection. While death 
once had power over us, in 
Christ, death no longer has the 
final word. The resurrected Jesus 
not only promises life after death 
but breathes hopes into all areas 
of our lives that need healing. He 
shows up on our doorstep unex-
pectedly with a gift of grace, 
love and forgiveness. Like May 

Day baskets these treasured gifts 
wait to be opened, we don’t 
always know where they will 
come from but they are meant to 
bring joy into one’s life and per-
haps a bit of wonder. 

The Psalmist sang “The whole 
earth is filled with awe at your 
wonders; where morning dawns, 
where evening fades, you call 
forth songs of joy” (Psalm 65:8). 
It is easy for us to allow cyni-
cism and rationalism to domi-
nate our lives and our thoughts. 
It can be how the world operates 
and we are one cog within the 
machine. Yet within faith there is 
room for us to indulge the child-
like wonder we once possessed 
as we engaged the world.

This spring, may your eyes 

be opened to the wonders of 
God. May you be blessed by 
awe inspiring, God infused sur-
prises whether left in a basket 
or among those you encounter. 
May you sing songs of joy for 
our God who brings life where 
there was once death. 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
Trinity Lutheran Church

Blooming Prairie

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Open daily 
at 11:am

Pentecostal



CommunityLiving

3rd
Meatloaf

Baked Potato
Brussel Sprouts
Starburst Cake

4th
Beef Pot Roast with 

vegetables
Waldorf gelatin Salad

Dinner roll
Fresh Fruit

5th
Ham

ALT: Ground beef patty

Fresh Sweet Potatoes
Green Beans

Flavored Ice Cream

8th
Taco Casserole
Mexican Corn

Peach Half
Chocolate Chip Cake

9th
Swedish meatballs
Mashed potatoes

Broccoli
3-bean Salad

Mixed Fruit Cup

SEMCAC senior menu

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  
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Birthdays
May 2

Brian Hoveland
Virgene Doocy

Tyler Kruckeberg
Trevor Kruckeberg

Mason Doyle
Donald Bakke Jr

Matthew Farr
May 3

Kelsey Voeltz
Aubryana Alwes
Haley Tollefson

May 4
Rodney Krell

Robert Ingvalson
May 5

McKenzie Jensen
Dennis Sauke

Brian Anderson
Becky Noble

Maverick Miner
May 6

Nathan Piller
Adam Bishop
Sara Hoveland
Irene Sheppard
Laura Peterson

Allison Bruggeman
Ella Farr
May 7

Lyndon Johnson

Erik Vigeland
Charlie Heimerman
Logan Underwood

Meghan Butler
Gemini Johnson
Danielle Hein

May 8
Scott Swenson

Vi Iversen
Gary Dallman

Norma Amundson
Mandy Doocy

May 9
Levi Skillestad
Jeff Erickson

Rebecca Ingvalson
Vivian Ulrich

Anniversaries
May 2

Joshua & Jenny Winn
May 6

Brian & Sara Hoveland
May 7

Mr & Mrs Roger Manges
May 9

Alan & Judy Schaefer

Obituaries 
Arnold F. Wiese, 91 of Blooming Prairie

Arnold Frederick Wiese, age 
91 of Blooming Prairie, died 
Saturday, April 22, 2017, at 
Prairie Manor Care Center in 
Blooming Prairie. 

Arnold “Arne” was born May 
23, 1925, to Frederick and Mil-
dred (Myster) Wiese in Vernon 
Township, Dodge County near 
Oslo. On June 4, 1946, Arne was 
united in marriage to Esther Si-
monson at the Evanger Lutheran 
Church near Sargeant, Minne-
sota. 

The couple made their home 
on a farm for a couple of years 
before moving to Hayfield, Min-
nesota. After leaving Hayfield 
they resided in Blooming Prai-
rie, and later Austin, before re-
turning to Blooming Prairie in 
1958. 

Arne did many things in his 
working life. He farmed for a 
time as a young man, worked 
for the telephone company in 
Blooming Prairie, the Blooming 
Prairie Creamery, and later for 
Harpo Chevrolet in Blooming 
Prairie as a mechanic. 

For many years, Arne and Es-
ther provided cleaning services 
for several businesses including 
Farmers and Merchants State 
Bank, U.S. Post office, City of 
Blooming Prairie Library and 
Police Department. In retire-
ment Arne enjoyed his part-time 
work at the Prairie Manor Care 
Center in Blooming Prairie. 

He was a longtime member 
of First Lutheran Church in 
Blooming Prairie. Arne and Es-
ther were also longtime mem-
bers of the Sons of Norway, and 
were fortunate to have made two 
trips together to Norway. He 
loved the outdoors, especially 
fishing and hunting, and passed 
that passion on to his children 
and grandchildren. 

Arne was an excellent marks-
man and earned many awards in 
shooting competitions. Arne also 
enjoyed old-time dancing, coun-
try music, family camping trips, 
and time spent with his fam-
ily. He will be greatly missed by 
family and friends.

Arne is survived by his three 

daughters Marilyn Gordon of 
Blooming Prairie, Sharon (Sam-
uel) Peterson of rural Ellendale, 
and Karen Wiese of Blooming 
Prairie; four grandchildren Scott 
(JoEllen) Gordon, Stephanie 
Peterson, Matt (Kate) Gordon, 
Shannon (Troy) Pederson. 

He is also survived by great-
grandchildren Hannah Gordon, 
Andre Hill, Collin Pederson, 
Ella Gordon, Avery Hill, Casey 
Pederson, Waylen Gordon, Clint 
Gordon, Brock Rutzen, Noah 
Rutzen; sisters-in-law Gloria 
Jacobson and Alice Williams, 
both of Austin, Ruby Klingfus of 
Cass Lake; brothers-in-law Jacob 
“Jake” Simonson of Owatonna, 
Milward (Donna) Simonson of 
Hayfield; many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; wife Esther Jan. 17, 
2015; sons-in-law Sever Olson 
and Gene Gordon; sisters Kath-
erine “Kay” Funk, Helen Camp-
bell; brothers-in-law Bob Funk, 
Maynard Campbell, Stanley 
Jacobson, Donald Williams, La-

Vern Klingfus; sister-in-law La-
Vonne Simonson.

Funeral services were held at 
11 a.m. Friday, April 28, at First 
Lutheran Church in Blooming 
Prairie with pastor Jeff Sand-
gren officiating. Interment fol-
lowed in the Blooming Prairie 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
5:00 to 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
27, at Worlein Blooming Prairie 
Funeral Home, and continued 
Friday morning at church. Con-
dolences may be expressed to 
the family online at www.wor-
lein.com.

Albert G. Flor, 96 of New Richland
Albert G. Flor, 96 of New 

Richland, died April 23. Mass 
of Christian Burial was held 
Saturday, April 29, at 11:30 
a.m. at All Saints Church, New 
Richland, with Fr. Michael J. 
Cronin officiating. 

Visitation was held from 
9:00-11 a.m. before the service. 
Albert was born June 25, 1920, 
in New Ulm, the son of Albert 
Daniel Flor and Marie (Inhofer) 
Flor. 

Albert attended Trinity Cath-
olic School in New Ulm and 
graduated in 1938. He went 
on to attend the College at St. 
John’s in Collegeville, Minne-
sota, and furthered his education 
in an accelerated program at the 
University of Minnesota School 
of Dentistry where he graduated 
with a Doctor of Dental Science 
degree in 1943. 

Albert was asked to serve his 
country and was commissioned 
as a second Lieutenant in the 
Army Dental Corps from 1942-
1945.   

On Sept. 2, 1943, Albert 
married his sweetheart, Lois 
Margaret (Ganske) Flor while 
completing Dental school and 

served on many Army bases in 
the southern United States.

Dr. Albert and his wife Lois 
moved to New Richland, after 
WWII where he began his pri-
vate dental clinic and raised his 
family. Albert loved his family 
and his career as a dentist and 
provided dental care for many 
people in Southern Minnesota 
for more than 50 years.

Albert had pride for his com-
munity and served in many or-
ganizations during his lifetime. 
He was a member of the Lions 
Club, New Richland Commer-
cial Club, New Richland  Devel-
opment Corporation , Chairman 
of the New Richland/Hartland 
Public School Board for 20 
years, Commander and mem-
ber of Andrew Borgen Ameri-
can Legion Post, New Richland 
Snowbirds Snowmobile Asso-
ciation, and Southern District 
Dental Association.

He was also a member of 
South Central Dental Study 
Club, Minnesota Dental Asso-
ciation, American Dental Asso-
ciation, Member of All Saints 
Catholic Church, fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus, All Saints 

Church finance council, taught 
youth religious studies, volun-
teered for the Catholic Youth 
Organization, Boy Scout Troop 
90 committee member. He was 
nominated WCCO radio good 
neighbor. 

Albert was preceded in death 
by Lois, the love of his life of 
almost 60 years; his parents; and 
his first-born son, Baby George; 
and granddaughter, Angela An-
derson. 

He is survived by children, 
Dr. A. David Flor, Dr. John M. 
Flor (Jackie), Judy Anderson 
(Roger), Brad Flor, Dr. Timothy 
Flor (Margaret), Elizabeth Phil-
lips, Jennifer Dunnette (David); 
19 grandchildren; and 29 great 
grandchildren; as well as sisters 
Arlene Ros-Crum, Phyllis Coo-
per and Ordelle Schmid. 

Albert pretended to retire 
and thrived on being busy. He 
enjoyed summer nights at his 
cabin on St. Olaf Lake. He en-
joyed building utility trailers 
and picnic tables for his family. 
He loved fishing and he couldn’t 
wait to have a fish fry. 

He made note pads from re-
cycled paper that he gave away 

as gifts. He continuously volun-
teered in the community. Albert 
had a strong faith in God and his 
Country. He cherished, loved 
and surrounded himself with his 
Family and Friends. He savored 
his dark chocolate candy. 

Albert celebrated each day to 
its fullest. We are all going to 
miss his smile. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
can be sent to the New Richland 
Area Foundation in care of the 
State Bank of New Richland. 

Mary Kathleen Oswald, 93 of Blooming Prairie
Mary Kathleen Oswald, age 

93 of Blooming Prairie, died 
Sunday morning, Dec. 11, 2016, 
at her home in Blooming Prai-
rie. Mary Kathleen Allen was 
born Feb. 10, 1923, in Cresbard, 
South Dakota, the daughter of 
Loren and Rose (Harrison) Al-
len. 

She attended school in South 
Dakota and graduated from 
high school in Kasson, Minne-
sota. On June 29, 1941, she was 
united in marriage to Harrison 
Oswald, Jr. at the First Baptist 
Church in Blooming Prairie, 
Minnesota. In the early years of 
their marriage, Mary followed 

Harrison with his many stops 
with his military service, before 
returning to Minnesota. 

After returning to Minnesota, 
she was a saleswoman for Shak-
lee Products for many years. 
Harrison died on Sept. 16, 2004.

Survivors include, three sons, 
Gregory (Cindy) Oswald of 
Big Sky, Montana, Jeffrey Os-
wald of Ft. Collins, Colorado, 
and Randall (Sarah) Oswald of 
Rochester; one daughter, Mary 
Leta Oswald of Mill Valley, 
California; seven grandchil-
dren; four great-grandchildren; 
one great-great-grandson; a sis-
ter, Jeanette Clark of Blooming 

Prairie; as well as many other 
relatives and friends. She was 
preceded in death by her parents 
and husband.

Graveside services will be 
held at 1 p.m., Saturday, May 
6, 2017, at the Blooming Prai-
rie Cemetery with pastor Mat-
thew Fennell, officiating. All 
are welcome for the commit-
tal service and a luncheon fol-
lowing at First Baptist Church 
in Blooming Prairie. Services 
prearranged and performed by 
Worlein Blooming Prairie Fu-
neral Home. Condolences may 
be expressed to the family on-
line atwww.worlein.com.

John William Glynn, age 73, 
died at his home near Ellendale, 
April 25, 2017, after a one year 
battle with pancreatic cancer.

John was born to Wesley and 
Eleanor (Christensen) Glynn 
Aug. 22, 1943, in Austin. At 
the age of 10, he spent a sum-
mer fighting polio at the Sister 
Kenny Institute in Minneapolis. 

He graduated from Austin 
High School and went on to 
Hamline University where he 
played football and earned a 
B.A. degree in English. After 
college, he accepted a teaching 
position at Ellendale-Geneva 
High School and also coached 
B-squad football. In 1966 John 
was drafted into the U.S. Army 
and served two years in Viet-
nam. He returned to teaching 
and coaching after being honor-
ably discharged.

John retired from teaching 

after spending 35 years at El-
lendale-Geneva High School. 
On April 1, 1978, John mar-
ried Kathleen Hudson Vangen 
at First Lutheran Church in 
Ellendale.

John loved music, especially 
Bruce Springsteen, Pearl Jam 
and all kinds of jazz. John also 
loved doing The New York 
Times crossword every day. He 
split hundreds and hundreds of 
cords of wood with a maul and 
wedges. He especially enjoyed 
his Friday Club Friends. He had 
many dogs and cats over the 
years, especially his beloved 
dog ‘Pepper.’

John was preceded in death 
by his parents. He is survived 
by his wife, Kathleen; step-
children, Chip Vangen (Vikki), 
Kara Vangen, Mitchell Vangen 
(Lori) and Michelle Vangen; 
and grandchildren, Mari Van-

gen, Brady Vangen, Zac Vangen 
(Lindsey), Carly Radke, Kayla 
Vangen (Cody). He was known 
as “Papa John” by great grand-
son, Grant Stuart Vangen. He 
is also survived by his brother, 
Greg Glynn; nephew, Brendan 
(Judy) and great nephew, Aiden; 
sister-in-law, Isabella Wilken; as 
well as many special cousins.

He was much loved by his 
dogs, cats, family members, 
and all who knew his kind and 
gentle ways.

John was steadfast in not 
wishing to have a formal funeral 
service. There will be a time for 
friends, family, and the com-
munity to gather in celebration 
of John’s life from 3:00-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at the 
Ellendale Community Center 
with a time for memory sharing 
at 5 p.m. Military honors will be 
accorded by the Ellendale Veter-

ans Organization.
Memorials preferred to the 

Homestead Hospice House of 
Owatonna and the Steele Coun-
ty Humane Society.

John William Glynn, 73 of Ellendale
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314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

Blooming on the Prairie
for a century and a half! Proud sponsor of

BP’s 150th year!

• No more than 300 words
• Signed with contact info
• Submit to the Times
• E-Mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net

• Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming 
Prairie, MN 55917

• In Person: 411 E. Main St., 
Blooming Prairie

Help us celebrate 
Blooming’s rich heritage!

One winner will be chosen every month and awarded 
a pair of tickets to the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre!

RECOLLECTIONS
In honor of Blooming Prairie’s 150th anniversary, the Times is 
looking for reader submissions detailing life in the community. 

MY BP 
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Left: John and Patty Kark of Owatonna were the overall winners Saturday night, April 29 in the Dancing with Our Steele County Stars competition. Nine couples were 
entered in the competition, a benefit for the Healthy Seniors of Steele County. Right: Kara Kubista and Nate Chesney won two categories in competition for Dancing 
with Our Steele County Stars, Judges Award and Audience Choice. The event, the seventh annual, was held at Medford High School.

BP woman part of winning dance duo
By HOWARD LESTRUD 

Staff Writer

The American Academy 
of Dermatology (AAD) has 
proclaimed May as Melanoma/
Skin Cancer Detection and 
Prevention Month.  Because 
one person dies from 
melanoma each hour in this 
country, Steele County Public 
Health would like to offer some 
informative facts about finding 
and avoiding skin cancers.  

Skin cancers can affect 
anyone, regardless of age, 
race or gender. Knowledge 
and beliefs are key to skin 
cancer prevention.  The AAD 
reports that 56 percent of men 
know that skin cancer can 
occur on areas of the skin not 
typically exposed to the sun, 
compared to 65 percent of 
women.  Vigilance regarding 
the monitoring of skin cancer 
is very important and all areas 
of the body including hard-
to-see areas are important to 
regularly examine.  Men over 
the age of 50 have a higher risk 
of developing melanoma and 
it’s especially important for 
them to keep a watchful eye 
out for changes.     

It’s important to examine 
your front and back in a mirror 
(don’t forget your legs too!).  
Ensure you bend the elbows 
and look carefully at forearms, 
back of upper arms, and palms.  
Look at feet, spaces between 
toes and soles.  Use a hand 
mirror to examine back of the 
neck, scalp, back, and buttocks.  
Using a hair dryer may be 
helpful to move long hair out 
of the way, if necessary.     

For prevention, it’s 
imperative to wear a broad-
spectrum, water resistant 
sunscreen with an SPF of 30 
or higher (even on cloudy 
days).  Additionally, seeking 
shade during the height of the 
day and donning protective 
clothing is imperative.   

Making a habit out of using 
sun protection and performing 
regular skin self-exams is an 
important practice to get into 
and could save your life.  More 
tips and information can be 
found at www.spotskincancer.
org or www.aad.org. 

Cahoon is a reistered nurse 
with Steele County Public 
Health.

Keeping 
skin safe

CAROLYN WHEELER
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Erin Cahoon

Reaching out in hard times

Pleschourt places at state speech tournament

BP high school honors its brightest

A Blooming Prairie 
young woman was part of 
a winning dance duo in the 
Seventh Annual Dancing 
with Our Steele County 
Stars competition held in 
the Medford High School 
Auditorium on Saturday night, 
April 29.

Kara Kubista, a 2013 
graduate of Blooming Prairie 
High School, and a friend, 
Nate Chesney of Owatonna 
teamed to win two of the four 
awards given at the contest.

Kara grew up dancing at Jill 
Haggard Academy of Dance 
for 18 years and also became 
a teaching assistant there. Kara 
says she has always had a 
passion for theater and dance.

The Steele County Dancing 
show is patterned after the 
popular national television 
series that has aired for 12 
years. Edna Ringhofer is 
the chief organizer of the 
local event, representing the 
sponsor, Healthy Seniors 
of Steele County. Brian 
and Lynette Dawley were 
choreographers for the show.

Ringhofer reported 

fundraising totaled at just 
under $40,000 by the nine 
couples in the competition. 
That includes sale of tickets 
and money donated by those 
participating in public voting 
by placing money in a vase 
which also collected audience 
vote totals.

Four different awards were 
presented at the conclusion of 
the dance event.

Kubista and Chesney won 
the Judges’ Award based on 
performance. They also placed 
first in the Audience Choice 
Award category. Amanda and 
John Simon placed third and 

Patti and John Kark were 
second.

Patty and John Kark were 
the overall winners determined 
by a total of cumulative points 
earned from three areas: judges 
score, audience choice ranking 
and fundraising ranking. 
Second place was earned by 
Holly Larson and Brad Kubat 
of Owatonna. Amanda and 
John Simon of Owatonna, 
placed third.

The top award for fund 
raising was earned by Holly 
Larson and Brad Kubat, the 
couple raising over $9,000. 
Patty and John were second 

in this category and Tracy and 
Mike Graham were third in 
fund raising.

Savoring their awards 
following the evening’s 
program, John and Patty said 
they could not find words 
to describe their emotions. 
“It seemed like we were just 
floating out there,” she said. 
The Karks have been married 
for 25 years and were the 
show’s eldest contestants.

Other competitors in the 
Dancing with the Stars contest 

DANCING
Continued on page 2C

Submitted photo

While attending the funeral of Jimmy Lanza, a hero of 9.11 who pulled out multiple 
bodies out of the north tower, managing editor, Mark DeLap presented a Blooming 
Prairie patch and T-shirt donated by the BP fire department. The T-shirt and patch will be 
displayed at Engine 53/Ladder 43 firehouse in Spanish Harlem.

Last week, nine Blooming Prairie students were inducted into the National Honor Society, swelling its 
ranks to over 25 students. They were selected for their academic excellence and commitment to serving 
their community. 

Erin Johnson-Larsguard, a 2010 BP graduate, spoke at the event encouraging students to take up “a life 
of service.”

Senior members of the society received NHS pins, while new members were formally sworn in.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Submitted photo

Medford’s Jacob Pleschourt accepts his seventh place medal 
for making it to the championship round. He was one of 24 
compeititors in his extemporaneous reading category.

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer

Senior Jacob Pleschourt of 
Medford represented his speech 
team at the State tournament 
this year. He made it all the 
way to the championship round 
and placed seventh out of 24 
contestants.

Pleschourt competes in 
extemporaneous reading. At 
the start of each round, he 
is given the choice of three 
passages from a selected book. 
He is then given 30 minutes to 
prepare an introduction to go 
with the piece and recite all 
of it together once time is up.  
This is the only speech event 
in which he competes, and he’s 
been doing it for five years now.

“My coaches say I have a 
decent reading voice. That’s 
what drew me to it,” said 
Pleschourt when talking about 
his start with speech. Kim 

Goblirsch, Medford’s head 
coach, originally worked with 
him, but two years ago he 
started working with Rebecca 
Mohr.

The switch came when the 
competition book changed to 
The Book Thief by Markus 
Zusak. Mohr’s familiarity with 
the book made her an excellent 
coach for Pleschourt.

Pleschourt was wary of 
The Book Thief when he first 
started reading it, but said he 
was crying by the end of it. In 
competition, he enjoys reading 
from the passage entitled The 
Whistler and the Shoes. It’s 
one of the serious book’s more 
comedic moments and has 
fewer characters that Pleschourt 
has to do voices for.

Pleschourt fought hard 
through subsections to make it 
to state. After taking first place 
in half the tournaments in the 
regular season, Pleschourt and 

his team were feeling good 
about his chances of going to 
state. A mistake in the second 
round almost cost him his 
chance, but he pulled high 
enough scores in subsequent 
rounds to end up in fourth place 
and well within the top six that 
are selected for state.

“By skin of my teeth,” 
Pleschourt described his 
rollercoaster performance in 
subsections.

Going to state, he was 
touched by the support his 
teammates and school gave 
him. He received a formal state 
sendoff from the school and 
several of his teammates came 
to watch him compete.

After a great showing in his 
senior year, Pleschourt plans to 
attend Winona State University 
next fall. If they have a speech 
team for him to join, he plans 
to be on it.
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Almost weekly a visitor to 
the Blooming Prairie Branch 
Library will ask, “Where 
is the card catalog?” Most 
of them already know that 
the days of index cards in 
small drawers are long past, 
but they are still in need of 
a catalog as they look for 
a specific book or subject.  
When visiting the library 
itself, the library catalog is 
the first screen shown when 
you go online. From your 
own device you can find 
the library catalog at the 
websites: www.selco.info or 
www.owatonna.info. 

However, it is now possible 
to search for library materials 
using popular search engines 
like Google, Bing, and 
Yahoo. All you need to do 
is type in the title or subject 
you need and include the 
phrase “Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library”. The search 
results will show what books 
we have here at the library. 
At that point you can choose 
the item you want, click on 
it, and be automatically sent 
to the SELCO page allowing 
you to request that item 
by using your library card.  
Pretty slick!

If you want to search 
for items at all the SELCO 
libraries, instead of a specific 
one, type in the title or subject 
and the word “SELCO”. 
This will bring up results of 
items available through the 
member libraries. Give us a 
search – we look forward to 
giving you results!

A new way to 
find your book

were Tracy and Mike Graham 
of Owatonna, Becky and Dave 
Hoffman of Blooming Prairie, 
Gabrielle and Jeff Howard 
of Owatonna, Michelle 
Carroll and Marcus Padilla of 
Owatonna and Ana and Alex 
Pirkl of rural Ellendale.

Former Dancing with the 
Stars competitors Karen and 
Dave Legault served as the 
emcees for the evening.

Judges were Jennifer 
Wignall, Beth Svenby and 
Brooke Thiele. Jennifer was 
one of the first contestants for 
DWS of Steele lCounty five 
years ago. Beth and her husband 
Brent danced the cha-cha in the 
2014 Dancing with the Stars. 
Brooke has been involved with 
Dancing with Steele County 
Stars since 2013 when she and 
her husband danced a salsa 
routine.

Choreographers Brian and 
Lynette Dawley actually met 

on the dance floor 20-plus years 
ago. They have been doing the 
choreography for the Steele 
County’s seven shows.

The evening’s festivities 
began with Dale Gandrud, 
president of the Healthy Seniors 
of Steele County and director 
Edna Ringhofer offering a 
welcome. Board member Eric 
Thronson led the singing of the 
National Anthem.

Prior to the dance 
competition, six dance couples, 
former Dancing with Our Steele 
County Stars competitors, 
performed “Mambo #5” by 
Lu Bega. Dancers were: Beth 
and Brent Svenby, Brooke and 
Lon Thiele, JoAnn and Steve 
Caron, Bessie Peterson and 
Chad Reckard, Kelly Kittleson 
and Tom Boecker and Lynette 
and Brian Dawley.

Amanda and John Simon of 
Owatonna opened the program 
with a Jive dance entitled 

“Dance with Me Tonight” by 
Olly Murs. Both are Owatonna 
natives and have two girls. 
Their score was 27.

Next up were Becky and 
Dave Hoffman who did a 
waltz to “Skyfall” by Adelle. 
The Hoffmans were both born 
and raised in Owatonna but 
currently reside in Blooming 
Prairie. They have five children: 
Lydia, 15; Josie, 13; Ethan, 13; 
Avry, 7 and Brinley, 4. They 
scored 28.

Third on the docket doing a 
samba,”Straight to Memphis” 
by Club Des Belugas, were 
Michelle Carroll and Marcus 
Padilla. “It’s been a lot of fun 
meeting everybody,” said 
Marcus after they scored a 28.

Holly Larson and Brad 
Kubat did a night club two-step 
to “Don’t You Want to Stay” 
by Kelly Clarkson and Jason 
Aldean. Their score was a 29. 
The couple plans to get married 

Businesses of the Blooming 
Prairie area were saluted at 
a special business luncheon 
Wednesday, April 26 at the BP 
Servicemen’s Club.

The luncheon was 
sponsored by VFW Auxiliary 
Post 878 and by the American 
Legion Auxiliary Post 52.

Joyce Johns, lead organizer 
for the event, said more than 
180 were served a delicious 
lunch featuring a Philly 
sandwich, spring macaroni 
salad, frozen fruit cup and a 
chocolate dessert.

Business people had the 
opportunity to dine between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. “This time frame gave 
the business people adequate 
time to eat, visit and get back 
to work,” said Johns.

The meal was prepared 
by Servicemen’s Club staff 
and served by 18 women 
volunteers. The Liberty Room 
was decorated in pastel colors 
for the occasion. Johns and 

Doreen Blome spearheaded 
the decorations crew.

The luncheon started 
last year was a revival of a 
tradition carried on by the 
Order of the Eastern Star of 

Blooming Prairie.
Proceeds from the luncheon 

will be used to help veterans 
causes and also to help the 
Servicemen’s Club with its 
needs, Johns said.

BP Legion, VFW auxiliaries salute businesses

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

More than 180 business people from the Blooming Prairie 
area on Wednesday, April 26 enjoyed a luncheon sponsored 
by VFW Post 878 and American Legion Post 52 auxiliaries. 
Here, volunteer Carol Prokopec serves business people 
Eaton Miller and Marcy Sundine.

More than 50 supporters of 
the Blooming Prairie Cancer 
Group turned  out at Central 
Park in Blooming Prairie 
Saturday morning, April 29 
to honor its founder, the late 
Eunice Coughlin.

Saturday was the 96th 
anniversary of Eunice’s birth.

Little kids to the elderly 
participated in a 5K walk, 
run, bicycle ride and one 
participant guided his 
motorized health care vehicle 
on the route around BP.

The 5K run was the first 
and hopefully it will become 

an annual event benefiting the 
BP Cancer Group, said Eunice’s 
daughters Sue Helgeson and 
Colleen Spurbeck. The Eunice 
Day event raised $1200.

“She was quite the lady,” 
remarked nephew Tom Peterson 
who was at the park to cheer on 
his wife Nancy in the 5K event.

The 5K memorial event 
started at Central Park and 
headed south on First Avenue, 
passing by each one of the 
six homes Eunice and Mark 
Coughlin personally built in 
Blooming Prairie. The 5K 
ended at Central Park.

The late Eunice Coughlin, a 
cancer survivor herself, lost her 
eldest daughter to lung cancer. 

A year later at age 80, while 
watching the Eagles Cancer 
Telethon on television, she 
noticed many area small town 
fundraising groups appearing to 
present money they had raised 
for cancer research.

At the time there was no such 
group in Blooming Prairie, thus 
Eunice decided it was time to 
take matters into her own hands 
and the BP Cancer Group was 
born. Family and friends were 
quickly recruited to help and the 
first Cancer Benefit in BP was 
held in 2001.

“Eunice started something 
great here in BP,” remarks 
Cheri Krejci, BP Cancer Group 
volunteer and its treasurer.

BP Cancer Group founder, the late 
Eunice Coughlin is honored with 5K

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

On a coolish Saturday morning (April 29), supporters of the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group 
met at Central Park to participate in the Eunice Day 5K, a tribute to BP Cancer Group founder, 
the late Eunice Coughlin. Runners, walkers and bicyclists are shown at the park before they 
started their 5K challenge.

in July of this year.
Kara Kubista and Nate 

Chesney performed a foxtrot, 
“Miss Kiss Kiss Bang” by 
Oscar Loya. They met at Little 
Theatre in Owatonna. Kara will 
graduate with an RN nursing 
degree from the University of 
Minnesota on May 12. She will 
then be working in the medical 
surgical area at the Owatonna 
Hospital. Their dance score 
was a 30. They dedicated their 
dance to John Burke of the 
Little Theatre.

Asked by the judges as 
to who leads in their Salsa 
dance, Ana and Alex Pirkl 
of Ellendale said it was she. 
They performed “La Pantera 
Mambo” by Orquesta La 33. 
Their point total was 29.

Scoring a 27 were dancers 
Tracy and Mike Graham as 
they danced a tango, “Santa 
Maria” by Gotan Project. 

Patty and John Kark danced 
a Viennese Waltz, “Kiss from a 
Rose” by Seal. They scored a 
perfect 30.

The final dance featured 
Gabrielle and Jeff Howard 
doing a Cha Cha, “Sweet Like 

Cola” by Lou Bega. They 
scored a 29.

Spectators had an 
opportunity after the nine 
dances to cast their votes and 
also to pick up some cupcake 
treats during intermission.

Another group number 
by former contestants was 
featured when the program 
resumed.

During a time for Healthy 
Seniors highlights, Becky 
Dawley saluted her father 
Lloyd who will be 99. A World 
War II veteran, Lloyd was in 
attendance.

A special leadership award 
was also presented by Eric 
Thronson to Dale Gandrud. A 
video about Healthy Seniors 
was also shown to those in 
attendance.

Healthy Seniors of Steele 
County helps seniors in need 
who are 65 and older live 
healthy, safe and independent 
in their own homes and to 
prolong the length of spending 
down into Medical Assistance 
and to divert nursing home 
placements.

Modern music gets nod at dancing competition
DANCING: from page 1B

Girls from kindergarten 
age on up are invited to join 
a new ministry group called 
Lighthouse.

The group’s first public 
event will be on Thursday, 
May 11 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
at the Blooming Prairie City 
Center.

Purpose of the group is to 
provide a safe place for girls 
to learn about God’s love for 
them, says Krysta Harshbarger, 
group organizer.

The church behind this 
effort is the Prairie Mennonite 
Church. Chief organizers 
include a group of young 
women from Prairie Mennonite 
Church and its mission board.

Harshbarger says there is 
a need for a group like this 
because a child has spiritual 
needs as well as physical 

and emotional. “I would love 
to see this become a place 
where we can build long-term 
relationships while teaching 
the girls Biblical truths,” she 
explained.

“God planted this dream 
in my heart a long time ago. 
I love children, so when I 
saw this need I wanted to do 
something.

“Yes, there are other 
children’s clubs that people 
have started, so I was able to 
get ideas from them as well. 
One of those groups is called 
Community Children’s Club 
and it is based in Ladysmith 
WI.”

Harshbarger says participants 
will be able to share fun songs 
and will be able to learn from 
Bible stories and by working 
on crafts and by playing 
games.

The Lighthouse group will 
meet from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

every other Thursday in the 
city council room across from 
the BP Library. During the 
summer months, the times will 
change to 4-6 p.m.

Girls from kindergarten 
and up are welcome to come 
and take part in the fun! 
They will need to bring with 
them the parental consent 
form filled out by their 
guardian. These are available 
online at our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
thelighthouse628 

Forms are also available at 
the library and at the Boys and 
Girls Club. 

If anyone has further 
questions, they may contact 
Krysta Harshbarger by 
messaging her on the 
Lighthouse Facebook page 
or by e-mailing her at 
krystaharshbarger@gmail.
com, or else call or text her at 
507-440-8078.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

Girls invited to join Lighthouse group



Don’t miss all the
      “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481-2098
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Happening NOW

May 2nd:
All day Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Av 
7pm - 8pm Hope City Council Mtg, Hope City Hall, 
Council Chambers 
7pm - 8:20pm NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl 
May 3rd:
All day Hope Curbside Recycling N of 42nd Av 
May 4th: 
5:30pm - 6:40pm NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm 
7pm - 8pm NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm 
7pm - 8pm NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm 
May 8th: 
6:20pm - 7:40pm NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Ellndl 
May 9th: 
7pm - 8:20pm NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl

Blooming Prairie

May 2nd:
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime 
May 3rd:
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Story time
May 8th:
4:30pm Police Commission Meeting, City Center
May 9th:
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime 
May 10th: 
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Story time 

J&H LIQUOR’S:
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie, MN•  (507)583-7557

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
-BAR BINGO MONDAY @6:30 PM

MAY 9:  WINE TASTING “GALA” 
(BENEFITING THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB)
             7-9 P.M. @ J&H
TICKETS : $12.00 ADVANCE/ $18.00 DOOR
GREAT WINES, APPETIZERS & MYSTERY PRIZES

JUNE 24: CRUISE FOR CANCER RIDE.

JULY 1: PARKING LOT DANCE
 8 P.M. - MIDNIGHT NO COVER CHARGE
DJ MUSIC... JOE OLIVO 

(21&OVER) ID REQUIRED

JULY 3: STREET DANCE
   8 P.M. - MIDNIGHT
$5 COVER CHARGE (21&OVER) ID 
REQUIRED
CLASSIC ROCK & ROLL/ COUNTRY

JULY 4TH : OPEN BAR / OFF-SALE
	 9 AM- CLOSE

JULY 22: B.O.B. RIDE: “TOYS FOR TOTS”

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR’S

Dr. Deborah Lien
DDS, MBS

FREE CONSULTATION
132 2nd Ave NE  • Blooming Prairie

507.583.6613
www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com
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Event Spotlight:
Bikeable Community Workshop 

On May 16, SHIP (Statewide Health Improvement 
Partnership) of Steele County Public Health, the City of 
Owatonna and the City of Medford will host a Bikeable 
Community Workshop in Owatonna in May about the 
tangible benefits of a well-designed “bikeable community.”

The workshop will highlight ways in which local land 
use and transportation decisions affect neighborhoods, 
economic activity, biking habits, personal health and 
overall physical activity. The workshop is designed for local 
elected officials, public administrators, health officials, 
transportation planners and other local stakeholders.

During the six-hour workshop, local participants identify 
opportunities to reduce barriers and enhance opportunities 
for biking in their community – and build consensus on 
improving conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists.

The workshop is designed to provide local planners 
with technical assistance that may help create a more 
bikeable community. The workshop will identify real-
world problems and hands-on solutions.

For more information, contact Jane Nyquist at 507-444-
7661 or jane.nyquist@co.steele.mn.us.

Archived photo 

Connie Habermann of Blooming Prairie is pictured with WCCO-TV 
meteorologists Chris Shaffer and Mike Augustinak during a visit 
she made to the weather studios in Minneapolis. Connie is one 
of 1700 official weather watchers from around the state who are 
members of the WCCO-TV Weather Watcher Network.

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

May 2nd:
9:30am - 10:30am OPL It’s TALE TIME! 
5pm - 6pm Owatonna Human Rights Commission, 2nd 
Flr Conference Rm, City Hall 
7pm - 8pm Owatonna City Council, Council Chambers, 
City Hall 
May 4th: 
1pm -1:35pm The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Medford Manor
2pm - 3pm OPL Independent & World Films 
6:30pm - 7:30pm OPL Family Story Time 
May 8th: 
All Day Owatonna Business Partnership’s Spring Shop 
and Stroll throughout downtown stores
1pm -1:35pm The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Medford Manor 
4:30pm - 5:30pm Owatonna Park & Rec Brd, Council 
Chambers, Brooktree Golf Couse or City Park 
5pm - 6pm Medford EDA 
May 9th: 
9:30am - 10:30am OPL It’s TALE TIME! 
7pm - 8pm Steele Co: Co Brd Mtg, Admin Center, BR 
7pm - 8pm Veterans Open Roundtable, Good Shephard 
Lutheran Church
May 10th:
 4pm - 5pm Medford Veterans Committee Mtg

Geraniums • Many New Varieties
Potting of Cemetery Urns and Planters

Assorted Bedding Plants • Tomatoes • Peppers
 Cabbage • Cauliflower • Broccoli • Proven Winners 
Annuals & Perennials • Hanging Baskets and More 

Gift CertifiCates

Hours: Weekdays 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday Noon - 6:00 p.m

Highway 218 South, Blooming Prairie

Frank & Tom’s 
Garden Plants

Opening May 1
Open House May 13 & 14

Door prizes each day!

POTLUCK BLOCK PARTY
May 4 at 6 p.m.
Central Park- Blooming Prairie
(In case of rain, event held at St. Columbanus 
Catholic Church)

Bring a dish to share with family 
and friends!

Sponsored by Blooming Prairie Girl 
Scout Troops 44001, 43003 & 44000

Event Spotlight:
Cancer benefit for Owatonna teacher

The benefit for Terri Grose will be held on May 13 at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall in Owatonna. There will be 
a spaghetti feed from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. as well as a silent 
auction. 

Grose has been fighting ovarian cancer since last August. 
She underwent extensive surgery to remove as much cancer 
as possible. After surgery she went through 18 weeks of 
chemotherapy, including a week stay in the hospital. 

For 37 years she has taught physical education at St. Mary’s 
School in Owatonna. She does not have disability insurance 
and has been without pay since her sick days ran out. 

Organizers hope people will support Grose to pay her 
medical bills and living expenses after she has given so much 
to the community. 

Tickets are available at KC Hall, St. Mary’s School, Kottke 
Jewelers and committee members. They will also be available 
at the door. Tickets are $8. 

Folks interested in making donations for the silent auction 
should contact Jodi Callister at 507-456-6833 or Donna 
Nelson at 507-456-3826.

Event Spotlight:
2017 Visit Owatonna Tourism Awards Luncheon

The Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism 
will be holding the 2017 Visit Owatonna Tourism Awards 
Luncheon on May 11 at the Steele County History Center.  
Six local individuals who have provided outstanding service 
in the Owatonna tourism industry will be recognized.

When visitors come to Owatonna they spend time at our 
attractions, restaurants, lodging, retail and events. Whether 
through direct customer service or behind-the-scenes 
organizing and management, there are countless tourism 
partners who work hard to ensure visitors have a positive 
experience in Owatonna. 

The following outstanding individuals will be presented 
with awards for their dedication to Owatonna tourism:

Attraction: Jerry Ganfield, Steele County Historical Society
Customer Service: Vicki Lysne, Comfort Inn
Events: James “Corky” Ebeling, Owatonna Parks and Recreation
Lodging: Jack Spitzack, Baymont Inn & Suites – Owatonna
Restaurant: Nancy Morness, The Kernel Restaurant
Retail: Tom Brick, Owatonna Shoe
The luncheon will be held on Thursday May 11 from 11:30 

to 1:00 at the Steele County Historical Center. To attend this 
event, please RSVP to Katie Godfrey at kgodfrey@owatonna.
org or 507-451-7970 by May 2. Tickets are $10 at the door.

Opening Reception: May 7 from 1—5PM
As you enter the Arnesen Atrium at the Owatonna Art Center 
you will be entering the creative mind of Spencer Versteeg. 
Fabric swatches, sketches, patterns and gowns are all a part 
of the curriculum of the University of Minnesota where Spencer 
has had the opportunity to learn the craft of fashion design and 
development. He has had the opportunity to present his work in 
many runway shows, recently debuting a full line at Orchestra 
Hall. Color and graphic shape are some of the things he notes 
influence his design process.

Spencer Versteeg: Fashion Design Reception
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Blooming Prairie Bus Co.

“Safety First!   Be on Time!”

Way to go Blossoms! 
You are Awesome!

We Know You are the BEST!

GO PRAIRIE BLOSSOMS!

Blooming Priaire 
High School

237 Hwy. Ave. S., Blooming Prairie 
507-583-6671

The following businesses offer their congratulations:

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Blooming Prairie Senior High School Third Quarter A Honor Roll
Front Row:  Rose Johnson, Baylee Sorensen, Leah Schiefert, Alison Pryor, Elijah Baker, Tommy 
Braaten, Ethan Arett, Payton Simon Middle Row:  Camden Heimerman, Jake Hyland, Rachel 
Kubicek, Alicia Ptacek, Seth Peterson, Rachael Oswald Back Row:  Carter Millam, Riley Millam, 
Mitchell Oswald, Jeremy Hocking

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Blooming Prairie Junior High School Third Quarter A Honor Roll
Front Row:  Rachael Riley, Emily Kubicek, Bradley Simon, Reese Millam, Lauren Schammel, 
Asha Lighthizer Back Row:  Melanie Winzenburg, Maggie Bruns, Ashleigh Alwes, Megan Oswald, 
Marquette Millam, Josie Lorenz, Bobbie Bruns

Blooming Prairie third quarter honor roll

A honor roll

A- honor roll

First	Name Last	Name Grade Honor	Roll Term
BOBBIE BRUNS 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASHA LIGHTHIZER 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JOSIE LORENZ 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARQUETTE MILLAM 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LAUREN SCHAMMEL 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRADLEY SIMON 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MELANIE WINZENBURG 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASHLEIGH ALWES 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAGGIE BRUNS 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMILY KUBICEK 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
REESE MILLAM 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MEGAN OSWALD 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHAEL RILEY 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BAYLEE SORENSEN 9 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RILEY MILLAM 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHAEL OSWALD 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SETH PETERSON 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PAYTON SIMON 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ETHAN ARETT 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JEREMY HOCKING 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MITCHELL OSWALD 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ELIJAH BAKER 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS BRAATEN 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CAMDEN HEIMERMAN 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAKE HYLAND 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ROSE JOHNSON 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL KUBICEK 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARTER MILLAM 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALISON PRYOR 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALICIA PTACEK 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LEAH SCHIEFERT 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Ethan Ehlers 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Isabella Heiber 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Colin Jordison 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
DAVID KARTES 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PARKER KUBICEK 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMILY MILLER 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GUSTAOF OGREN 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Xavier Rennie 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SAMUEL SKILLESTAD 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ISABELLE SUNDE 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARSON WACEK 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAREN FORYSTEK 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHARLIE HEIMERMAN 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3

First	Name Last	Name Grade Honor	Roll Term
BOBBIE BRUNS 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASHA LIGHTHIZER 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JOSIE LORENZ 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARQUETTE MILLAM 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LAUREN SCHAMMEL 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRADLEY SIMON 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MELANIE WINZENBURG 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASHLEIGH ALWES 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAGGIE BRUNS 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMILY KUBICEK 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
REESE MILLAM 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MEGAN OSWALD 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHAEL RILEY 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BAYLEE SORENSEN 9 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RILEY MILLAM 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHAEL OSWALD 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SETH PETERSON 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PAYTON SIMON 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ETHAN ARETT 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JEREMY HOCKING 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MITCHELL OSWALD 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ELIJAH BAKER 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS BRAATEN 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CAMDEN HEIMERMAN 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAKE HYLAND 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ROSE JOHNSON 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL KUBICEK 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARTER MILLAM 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALISON PRYOR 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALICIA PTACEK 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LEAH SCHIEFERT 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Ethan Ehlers 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Isabella Heiber 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Colin Jordison 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
DAVID KARTES 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PARKER KUBICEK 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMILY MILLER 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GUSTAOF OGREN 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Xavier Rennie 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SAMUEL SKILLESTAD 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ISABELLE SUNDE 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARSON WACEK 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAREN FORYSTEK 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHARLIE HEIMERMAN 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3

First	Name Last	Name Grade Honor	Roll Term
BOBBIE BRUNS 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASHA LIGHTHIZER 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JOSIE LORENZ 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARQUETTE MILLAM 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LAUREN SCHAMMEL 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRADLEY SIMON 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MELANIE WINZENBURG 7 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASHLEIGH ALWES 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAGGIE BRUNS 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMILY KUBICEK 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
REESE MILLAM 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MEGAN OSWALD 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHAEL RILEY 8 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BAYLEE SORENSEN 9 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RILEY MILLAM 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHAEL OSWALD 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SETH PETERSON 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PAYTON SIMON 10 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ETHAN ARETT 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JEREMY HOCKING 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MITCHELL OSWALD 11 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ELIJAH BAKER 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS BRAATEN 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CAMDEN HEIMERMAN 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAKE HYLAND 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ROSE JOHNSON 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL KUBICEK 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARTER MILLAM 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALISON PRYOR 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALICIA PTACEK 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LEAH SCHIEFERT 12 A	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Ethan Ehlers 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Isabella Heiber 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Colin Jordison 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
DAVID KARTES 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PARKER KUBICEK 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMILY MILLER 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GUSTAOF OGREN 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Xavier Rennie 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SAMUEL SKILLESTAD 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ISABELLE SUNDE 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARSON WACEK 7 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAREN FORYSTEK 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHARLIE HEIMERMAN 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LUKE LARKOSKI 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MACKENZIE MADSEN 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Rose Michaud 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JOSEPH PIRKL 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GRETCHEN SUNDE 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KIYA THOMPSON 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL THOMPSON 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WYATT VOSS 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Isabella White 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Kisha Aquino 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RIAUNA BISHOP 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GABRIEL HAGEN 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GEMINI JOHNSON 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Adam Larson 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAYA LEMBKE 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Hazel Michaud 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MATTHEW PRYOR 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARTI SNIDER 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
VIRIDIANA VILLARREAL 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAYDE WACEK 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JULIA WORKE 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WILLIAM CARDENAS 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLTON IVERS 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Micah White 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TIMOTHY	 WOLF 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KATHRYN BORCHERT 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
McKENNA HEIN 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JERRIN JAX 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAXWELL ROMEO 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SAMANTHA WURST 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LAURA GRANT 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LEAH INWARDS 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SASHA KATZUNG 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HAILEY NAATZ 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TAYLOR PETERSON 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TYLER ARCHER 7 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Tyler Iverson 7 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ADRIANNA BERMEA 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLE GRAVES 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SHYANE JORGENSON 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALLISON KROHNBERG 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JESSICA RESSLER 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHRISTOPHER SHEPARD 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MICALYN TRIHUS 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TAYLOR WURST 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3

LUKE LARKOSKI 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MACKENZIE MADSEN 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Rose Michaud 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JOSEPH PIRKL 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GRETCHEN SUNDE 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KIYA THOMPSON 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL THOMPSON 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WYATT VOSS 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Isabella White 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Kisha Aquino 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RIAUNA BISHOP 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GABRIEL HAGEN 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GEMINI JOHNSON 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Adam Larson 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAYA LEMBKE 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Hazel Michaud 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MATTHEW PRYOR 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARTI SNIDER 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
VIRIDIANA VILLARREAL 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAYDE WACEK 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JULIA WORKE 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WILLIAM CARDENAS 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLTON IVERS 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Micah White 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TIMOTHY	 WOLF 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KATHRYN BORCHERT 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
McKENNA HEIN 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JERRIN JAX 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAXWELL ROMEO 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SAMANTHA WURST 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LAURA GRANT 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LEAH INWARDS 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SASHA KATZUNG 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HAILEY NAATZ 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TAYLOR PETERSON 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TYLER ARCHER 7 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Tyler Iverson 7 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ADRIANNA BERMEA 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLE GRAVES 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SHYANE JORGENSON 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALLISON KROHNBERG 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JESSICA RESSLER 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHRISTOPHER SHEPARD 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MICALYN TRIHUS 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TAYLOR WURST 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3

LUKE LARKOSKI 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MACKENZIE MADSEN 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Rose Michaud 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JOSEPH PIRKL 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GRETCHEN SUNDE 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KIYA THOMPSON 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL THOMPSON 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WYATT VOSS 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Isabella White 8 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Kisha Aquino 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RIAUNA BISHOP 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GABRIEL HAGEN 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GEMINI JOHNSON 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Adam Larson 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAYA LEMBKE 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Hazel Michaud 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MATTHEW PRYOR 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARTI SNIDER 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
VIRIDIANA VILLARREAL 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAYDE WACEK 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JULIA WORKE 9 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WILLIAM CARDENAS 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLTON IVERS 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Micah White 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TIMOTHY	 WOLF 10 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KATHRYN BORCHERT 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
McKENNA HEIN 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JERRIN JAX 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MAXWELL ROMEO 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SAMANTHA WURST 11 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LAURA GRANT 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LEAH INWARDS 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SASHA KATZUNG 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HAILEY NAATZ 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TAYLOR PETERSON 12 A-	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TYLER ARCHER 7 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Tyler Iverson 7 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ADRIANNA BERMEA 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLE GRAVES 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
SHYANE JORGENSON 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALLISON KROHNBERG 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JESSICA RESSLER 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHRISTOPHER SHEPARD 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MICALYN TRIHUS 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TAYLOR WURST 8 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3

ZACHARY ARCHER 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KASSIDY BORGEN 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LILA CARLSON 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Colton Krell 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JARRETT LARSON 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALEXIS OLIVO 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GRACIE RUDLONG 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Dondi Stender 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY WEBER 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jackson Baltazar 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CASAUNDRA GREEN 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RAEANN GRUNDMEIER 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JESSICA GWILT 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HANNAH KINNY 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CALEB KUBISTA 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLIN LERUM 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jeannette Lozano 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TRENTON Swenson 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LINNEA BYERS-SUNDE 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JONATHAN HERRON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
AYREN INGVALSON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL PIRKL 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASIA THOSTENSON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Alexander Dessner 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLIE FORYSTEK 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WYATT GRUNDMEIER 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLIN NELSON 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL PETERSON 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY PILLER 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARNIE REESE 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ELLY STRUNK 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COURTNEY WOBSCHALL 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ABIGAIL ALDRICH 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Lindsey Baltazar 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARSON BRENNECKE 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jaydon Brown 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GARRET FARR 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PAYTON FRISTEDT 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PIPER LUND 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALIVIA SCHNEIDER 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRENNAN TAPP 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ADAM WALSH 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ABBY BRAATEN 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Thomas Donnelly 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MITCHELL FIEBIGER 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3

ZACHARY ARCHER 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KASSIDY BORGEN 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LILA CARLSON 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Colton Krell 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JARRETT LARSON 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALEXIS OLIVO 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GRACIE RUDLONG 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Dondi Stender 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY WEBER 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jackson Baltazar 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CASAUNDRA GREEN 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RAEANN GRUNDMEIER 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JESSICA GWILT 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HANNAH KINNY 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CALEB KUBISTA 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLIN LERUM 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jeannette Lozano 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TRENTON Swenson 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LINNEA BYERS-SUNDE 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JONATHAN HERRON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
AYREN INGVALSON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL PIRKL 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASIA THOSTENSON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Alexander Dessner 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLIE FORYSTEK 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WYATT GRUNDMEIER 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLIN NELSON 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL PETERSON 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY PILLER 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARNIE REESE 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ELLY STRUNK 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COURTNEY WOBSCHALL 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ABIGAIL ALDRICH 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Lindsey Baltazar 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARSON BRENNECKE 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jaydon Brown 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GARRET FARR 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PAYTON FRISTEDT 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PIPER LUND 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALIVIA SCHNEIDER 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRENNAN TAPP 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ADAM WALSH 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ABBY BRAATEN 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Thomas Donnelly 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MITCHELL FIEBIGER 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3

ZACHARY ARCHER 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KASSIDY BORGEN 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LILA CARLSON 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Colton Krell 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JARRETT LARSON 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALEXIS OLIVO 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GRACIE RUDLONG 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Dondi Stender 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY WEBER 9 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jackson Baltazar 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CASAUNDRA GREEN 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RAEANN GRUNDMEIER 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JESSICA GWILT 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HANNAH KINNY 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CALEB KUBISTA 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLIN LERUM 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jeannette Lozano 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
TRENTON Swenson 10 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LINNEA BYERS-SUNDE 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JONATHAN HERRON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
AYREN INGVALSON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL PIRKL 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ASIA THOSTENSON 11 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Alexander Dessner 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLIE FORYSTEK 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
WYATT GRUNDMEIER 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COLIN NELSON 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
RACHEL PETERSON 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY PILLER 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MARNIE REESE 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ELLY STRUNK 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
COURTNEY WOBSCHALL 12 B+	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ABIGAIL ALDRICH 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Lindsey Baltazar 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CARSON BRENNECKE 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jaydon Brown 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
GARRET FARR 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PAYTON FRISTEDT 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
PIPER LUND 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALIVIA SCHNEIDER 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRENNAN TAPP 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ADAM WALSH 7 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ABBY BRAATEN 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Thomas Donnelly 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MITCHELL FIEBIGER 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ETHAN GRANT 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRIANNA HENSRUD 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Brian Jimenez 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
DYLAN JOHNSON 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Grace Magnuson 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALEXANDER MILLER 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Maggy Motl 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHRISTOPHER NAATZ 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JACOB NAATZ 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HALLE STRUNK 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Samuel Fennell 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHASE PETERSON 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KADEN THOMAS 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KARSON VIGELAND 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jillian Wigham 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MCKENZIE JENSEN 10 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JACK ABBE 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLE BRAMSTEDT 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMMA CHRISTIANSON 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLER CHRISTIANSON 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS ERICKSON 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JACOB GWILT 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAKE RESSLER 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRADLEY STASKA 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JASMINE ANDERSON 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRIA BALDWIN 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS BURKE 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LUKE DE	LA	CRUZ 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KAYLEIGH DOUGLASS 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
NATHANIEL ERICKSON 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Richard Feeney 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY SISLER 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BENJAMIN SMITH 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3

ETHAN GRANT 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRIANNA HENSRUD 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Brian Jimenez 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
DYLAN JOHNSON 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Grace Magnuson 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ALEXANDER MILLER 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Maggy Motl 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHRISTOPHER NAATZ 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JACOB NAATZ 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
HALLE STRUNK 8 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Samuel Fennell 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
CHASE PETERSON 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KADEN THOMAS 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KARSON VIGELAND 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Jillian Wigham 9 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
MCKENZIE JENSEN 10 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JACK ABBE 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLE BRAMSTEDT 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
EMMA CHRISTIANSON 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KYLER CHRISTIANSON 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS ERICKSON 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JACOB GWILT 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JAKE RESSLER 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRADLEY STASKA 11 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
JASMINE ANDERSON 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BRIA BALDWIN 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
THOMAS BURKE 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
LUKE DE	LA	CRUZ 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
KAYLEIGH DOUGLASS 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
NATHANIEL ERICKSON 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
Richard Feeney 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
ZACHARY SISLER 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3
BENJAMIN SMITH 12 B	Honor	Roll Qtr3

B+ honor roll

B honor rollGreat
Job!
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Some people would like to say “Good Job!”:

honor roll
Medford

third quarter
Medford	3rd	Quarter	Honor	Rolls
3rd	Quarter	High	Honor	Roll
7th	Grade
Jacob Andrews
Jake Barten
Carter Blome
Logan Buecksler
Jessica Campos
Jordan Capello
Payton Caron
Emma Corbin
Reed Cumberland
Isabel DeLeon
Henry Grayson
Nicole Harfmann
Jackson Hemann
Piper Hill
Noah Honsey
MacKenzie Kellen
Megan Klein
Clara Kniefel
Jacob Kucera
Julia Niles
Jack Paulson
Elizabeth Peterson
Lainie Rahn
Justin Ristau
Scott Scholljegerdes
Nicole Schrot
Hannah Schull
Anna Sobrak
Malachi Sutcliffe
Amelia Thompson
Rosie Tobar
Ava	Jae Westbrock
Jeancarlo Zuniga
8th	Grade
Braden Barbeau
Jenna Berg
Emily Chadwick
Kinsey Cronin
Isaac Enzenauer
Garrett Fitzgerald
Giovanni Gonzales
Johanna Grant
Lizbeth Gutierrez
Madison Jaster
Ernesto Lazaro
Brock Merritt
Mason Nagel
Luz Peralta
Brooke Purrier
Peyton Seiler
Isabella Steffen
Tyler Stursa
Alex Vandereide
Haley VonRuden
Hanna VonRuden
Miya Weber
Gunner White
9th	Grade
Sviatlana Danilyuk
Jordan Edel
Zachary Finholdt
Kaylin Hanson
Hailee Homeier
Madison Klein
Emma Kniefel
Morgan Langeslag
Kiley Nihart
Payton Powers
Brendan Rahn
Jordyn Stadler
William VonRuden
Zachary Wetmore
10th	Grade
Andria Archibald
Jacob Gasner
Meredith Gillis
Brett Johnson
Anthony Manderfeld
Noah Pirkl
Sophie Proehl
11th	Grade
Isabel Brady
Morgan Cammock
McKenzie Disher
Ian Gillis
Amanda Honsey
Kelsey Kern
Nathan Meixner
Dakota Panos
Logan Rogotzke
Benjamyn Sutcliffe
Cole Volkmann

Ernesto Lazaro
Brock Merritt
Mason Nagel
Luz Peralta
Brooke Purrier
Peyton Seiler
Isabella Steffen
Tyler Stursa
Alex Vandereide
Haley VonRuden
Hanna VonRuden
Miya Weber
Gunner White
9th	Grade
Sviatlana Danilyuk
Jordan Edel
Zachary Finholdt
Kaylin Hanson
Hailee Homeier
Madison Klein
Emma Kniefel
Morgan Langeslag
Kiley Nihart
Payton Powers
Brendan Rahn
Jordyn Stadler
William VonRuden
Zachary Wetmore
10th	Grade
Andria Archibald
Jacob Gasner
Meredith Gillis
Brett Johnson
Anthony Manderfeld
Noah Pirkl
Sophie Proehl
11th	Grade
Isabel Brady
Morgan Cammock
McKenzie Disher
Ian Gillis
Amanda Honsey
Kelsey Kern
Nathan Meixner
Dakota Panos
Logan Rogotzke
Benjamyn Sutcliffe
Cole Volkmann

12th	Grade
Rachel Bluhm
Brooke Crosby
Kori Dodge
Rebecca Edel
Alicia Esch
Ashley Gilbertson
Matea Hobbs
Danielle Morgan
Callie Nagel
Jacob Pleschourt
Alison Ryan
Joshua Schauer
Mikayla Spinler
William Stransky

3rd	Quarter	Regular	Honor	Roll
7th	Grade
Tyler Buck
Caydon Budde
Jonae Carlson
Paige Davis
Jacob Ernste
Cheyenne Fedder
Evan Finley
Dawson Gasner
Isabelle Huizel
Nathan Johnson
Jordan Klecker
Lynn Larson
Hunter Laue
Desiray Limon
George McCarthy
Samantha Miller
Andrew Murphy
Logen Rink-Bermea
Nicholas Roberts
Jason Silva
Brielle Smith
Jayme Stransky
Anthony Wright
Jared Zuniga
8th	Grade
Brayden Beede
Kaden Dolney
Cole Dusek
Krista Esch
Hannah Fessel

12th	Grade
Rachel Bluhm
Brooke Crosby
Kori Dodge
Rebecca Edel
Alicia Esch
Ashley Gilbertson
Matea Hobbs
Danielle Morgan
Callie Nagel
Jacob Pleschourt
Alison Ryan
Joshua Schauer
Mikayla Spinler
William Stransky

3rd	Quarter	Regular	Honor	Roll
7th	Grade
Tyler Buck
Caydon Budde
Jonae Carlson
Paige Davis
Jacob Ernste
Cheyenne Fedder
Evan Finley
Dawson Gasner
Isabelle Huizel
Nathan Johnson
Jordan Klecker
Lynn Larson
Hunter Laue
Desiray Limon
George McCarthy
Samantha Miller
Andrew Murphy
Logen Rink-Bermea
Nicholas Roberts
Jason Silva
Brielle Smith
Jayme Stransky
Anthony Wright
Jared Zuniga
8th	Grade
Brayden Beede
Kaden Dolney
Cole Dusek
Krista Esch
Hannah Fessel
Kaelan Hermanstorfer
Gavin Hermes
Brennon Hoffman
Mikayla Janke
Malia Kircher
Matthew Knutson
Shea Lambert
Blake Lawson
Jarrett Lisowski
Sierra Lustig
Antonio Ortiz
Leah Prusha
Lily Roehrick
Keondric Spitzack
Chloe Van	Ryn
Layla Wenker
Jeffrey Westergaard
Halli Zumbrunnen
9th	Grade
Natily Buck
William Chester
Boden Devoe
Taylor Fette
Veronica Gonzalez
Riley Hill
Shawn Johnson
Joshua O'Daffer
Mackenzie Paulson
Isabel Reuvers
Kevin Robles
Lillian Smith
Jeremiah Sutcliffe
Alorah Weise
Michael Winslett
10th	Grade
Zackariah Andrews
Tanner Barbeau
Mary Braasch-Turi
Camisha Chavis
Connor Davis
Jason Domstrand
Bailey DuChene
Warren Garza
Taylore Keppers
Cody Kosel
Rachael Luebbe
Maria Mas
Pia Mosenthin

Jade Pekarek
Bailey Purrier
Madison Schletty
Joseph Schull
Austin VonRuden
11th	Grade
Courtney Aldrich
Madison DeMars
Jason Gedicke
Alex Gengler
Brynn Hable
Beth	Ann Hanson
Colton Havelka
Cael Kavitz
Brandon Kern
Kaylee Kern
Tristen Kern
David Klapperich
Madison Krenske
Gregory Larson
Nathan McCarty
Alexcia Mechura
Jonathon Meyer
Skylar Meyer
Katla Michaelson
Kristina Niner
Bo Noble
Ailee Romnes
Ellie Romnes
Javis VonRuden
12th	Grade
Haileigh Benton
Marcus DeLeon
Tye Devoe
Benjamin Ficht-Babcock
Andrew Hunt
Michael Kanne
Brittany Larson
Cassandra Larson
Holly Larson
Jonathon O'Daffer
Spencer Peck
Asberry Thoreson
Christopher Zuniga

Kaelan Hermanstorfer
Gavin Hermes
Brennon Hoffman
Mikayla Janke
Malia Kircher
Matthew Knutson
Shea Lambert
Blake Lawson
Jarrett Lisowski
Sierra Lustig
Antonio Ortiz
Leah Prusha
Lily Roehrick
Keondric Spitzack
Chloe Van	Ryn
Layla Wenker
Jeffrey Westergaard
Halli Zumbrunnen
9th	Grade
Natily Buck
William Chester
Boden Devoe
Taylor Fette
Veronica Gonzalez
Riley Hill
Shawn Johnson
Joshua O'Daffer
Mackenzie Paulson
Isabel Reuvers
Kevin Robles
Lillian Smith
Jeremiah Sutcliffe
Alorah Weise
Michael Winslett
10th	Grade
Zackariah Andrews
Tanner Barbeau
Mary Braasch-Turi
Camisha Chavis
Connor Davis
Jason Domstrand
Bailey DuChene
Warren Garza
Taylore Keppers
Cody Kosel
Rachael Luebbe
Maria Mas
Pia Mosenthin
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‘Where Flowers Blossom, and So Do We.’

Blooming Prairie High 
School held prom this past 
Saturday, with yet another 
great turn out. Our juniors did 
an outstanding job decorating 
the gym to accompany the 
theme, “Where Flowers 
Blossom, and So Do We.” 

After group pictures were 
taken, and Grand March had 
concluded, we all boarded the 
coach buses. Upon arriving 
in Stillwater, we loaded the 
boat, where we were served an 
Italian dinner. 

The dance, which was on the 
second floor of the boat, lasted 
until 11. The fact that the 
ceiling was shaking is enough 
to say that there wasn’t a dull 
moment.

After prom took place at 
Grand Slam in Burnsville. 
There, we all stayed busy and 
had a ton of fun with mini 
golf, laser tag, batting cages, 
arcade games, bumper cars, 
and a trampoline arena. The 

bus ride back was silent, as 
everyone was exhausted from 
a day well spent.

After arriving back at the 
High School, names were 
drawn for a huge gallery 
of great prizes, from a flat 
screen TV to gift cards and 
other electronics. By 5:00 am, 
everyone was heading home.

It was a huge success and 
great memory for our juniors, 
seniors, underclassmen and 
our of town guests that were 
fortunate enough to attend. 

All of this can’t go unsaid 
without thanking our parents 
that organized everything 
and chaperoned for us. We 
are also very grateful for and 
appreciative of our community 
members and businesses that 
helped us out.

I am convinced that we 
have one of the best proms 
around, and I think everyone 
who attended would agree 
with that, but it wouldn’t be 
possible without all of the help 
and support from everyone.

By MARISSA LARSON 
Staff intern

Best prom around

Nothing was going to deter 
Blooming Prairie High School 
junior Megan Grunklee from 
participating in the 2017 
BPHS Prom Grand March on 
Saturday afternoon, April 29.

Let’s go back to Feb. 19, 
2017. On that date, Megan 
was involved in a severe one-
vehicle accident near Waseca.

Megan suffered a spinal 
cord injury and a shattered 
pelvis. She has been out of 
school since that date. 

Her parents are Scott 
and Lana Grunklee of rural 
Blooming Prairie.

Fellow BPHS student 
Haley Ryks brought Megan 
to Blooming Prairie High 
School on Saturday afternoon 
to signal the beginning of the 
2017 Prom Weekend. Haley 
walked the Grand March with 
Megan.

Megan was using a walker 
to navigate but that did not 
dim her enthusiasm for the 
special day. Many of her 
fellow students encouraged 
her to come to Prom.

Megan was part of the 
photo craziness in the 
commons area before the 
Grand March which occurred 
in the school gymnasium. 
Prom goers posed for selfies 
and also accommodated mom 
and dad for photos.

Megan wasn’t the only 
Prom goer who needed 
help traveling the march. 
Ben Smith, accompanying 

Leah Schiefert, walked the 
Grand March with the help 
of crutches. He suffered a 
broken leg about three weeks 
ago.

Masters of Ceremony 
for the Grand March were 
Payton Hatch and Jeremy 
Hocking. They introduced 
Prom attendees. Prom 
couples entered below a 
decorative arch, walked a 
path over a wooden bridge 
and then traversed to a swing 
at a conclusion of the Grand 
March.

Colorful decorations for 
the event were the creations 
of the junior class.

Here’s a roster of the Prom 
couples participating in the 
Grand March:

Taylor Peterson and 
Tommy Braaten, Haley Naatz 
and Camden Heimerman, 
Marnie Reese and Colton 
Krell, Elly Strunk and Zac 
Olson, Rose Joohnson and 
Clint Peterson, Laura Grant 
and Wyatt Grundmeier, Marti 
Snider and Quentin Kubista, 
Courtney Wobschall and 
Elijah Baker, Leah Inwards 
and Jack Schultz, Kylie 
Forystek and Oakley Baker;

Leah Schiefert and Ben 
Smith, Alison Pryor and Evan 
Doerhoefer, Bria Baldwin 
and Bryan Fristedt, Marissa 
Larson and Seth Bedenbaugh, 
Alicia Ptacek and Bradley 
Staska, Rachel Kubicek 
and Trai Wicks, Kayleigh 
Douglass and Luis Gomez, 
Sasha Katzung and Jessica 
Ferguson, Rachel Peterson 

and Carter Millam, Taylor 
Christianson and Derek 
Larson;

Kaley Camerer and Zach 
Sisler, Brianna Arthaud and 
Maxwell Romeo, Jeannette 
Lozano and Connor Getchell, 
Diasia Young and Alex 
Dessner, Kiaya Wallin and 
Thomas Burke, Elizabeth 
Brandstedt and Austin 
Christians, Danielle Hatten 
and Colin Nelson, Jasmine 
Anderson and Rachel 
Peterson, Brittany Boyd and 
Kara Drees, Haley Ryks and 
Megan Grunklee.

Bianco Angell and Jacob 
Gwilt, Haley Bridges and 
Nick Thompson, Asia 
Thostenson and Jon Herron, 
Elizabeth Bordeaux and 
Zavier Campos, Rylee Fawver 
and Kristian Hammersma, 
Jerrin Jax and Alec Ille, 
Riauna Bishop and Cameron 
Kubista, Hope Benike and 
Jack Abbe, Rachel Pirkl and 
Kory Rafdal, Linnea Sunde 
and Martin Morem;

McKenna Hein and 
Maxwell Romeo, Ayren 
Ingvalson and Austin Behne, 
Emma Christianson and Jake 
Ressler and Samantha Wurst 
and Gabe Hagen.

Following the Grand 
March, Prom goers boarded 
two buses to head to Stillwater 
where they planned to board 
a river boat. After the boat 
excursion, students went to 
the Grand Slam, a recreational 
center in the Twin Cities.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

Crash victim walks
Grand March at BPHS Prom

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Emma Christianson and Megan Grunklee smile for the camera prior to the Grand March of the 
Blooming Prairie High School Prom on Saturday night, April  29.

Staff photos by Mark DeLap

Above: The homes of prom-goers 
were filled all over Blooming 
Prairie last Saturday night as pre-
prom pictures began to flash at 
BP students in their formal gowns 
and tuxes. By the end of the 
photo-ops, one of the students 
said that their pupils were “fully 
dilated.”
Left: Prom-goers hurry onto the 
bus in their formal wear for a ride 
to the cities.
Right: Max Romeo and McKenna 
Hein boarded the bus for 
Stillwater where they boarded the 
riverboat for a dancin’ cruise on 
the Mississippi.

Staff photos by Mark DeLap

Above:The 2017 Blooming Prairie Prom’s Grand March 
took place in front of a packed gymnasium of parents, 
family and friends from the community. Pictured here are 
Evan Doerhoefer and Alison Pryor coming through one of 
the decorated arches.
Right: Prom-goers gathered at various places for group 
pictures. Here is one group of BP students posing at the 
home of Seth Bedenbaugh before heading to the school 
for the Grand March.
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Weather 
affecting play

Huskies win fourth-straight with 9-2 dismantling of  Duluth

Weather and high school 
prom preparations threw a bit 
of interruption into the week’s 
sports contests.  The big news of 
the week, however, came from 
the Blossom softball team that 
won its fifth and sixth games in 
a row and in the process earned 
a tie in the conference standings.  
The girls even received some 
consideration in the Class A state 
rankings.  The team has played 
very well in the last couple of 
weeks, getting a good combina-
tion of good hitting and timely 
hitting.

The boys’ golf team and Tay-
lor Christianson also continue to 
shine on the links.  The boys win 
or place second in every confer-
ence invitational, and Christian-
son has been the medalist in just 
about ever meet in which she 
has been involved.  The track 
teams had a light week, and the 
baseball team lost an early game 
early in the week, but then shut 
out Lyle-Pacelli last Saturday.  
All of the teams and individuals 
will really get at it next week, 
if the weather settles down just 
a little. After some inclement 
weather yesterday. it will be an 
interesting rest of the spring, for 
sure.

Notable events
Too often in our coverage 

of the local high school the 
tendency is to give the most 
notice and plaudits to the athletic 
achievements of teams and indi-
viduals.  But that neglects a very 
important aspect of warranted 
accomplishments away from the 
athletic successes.  One of those 
involves the academic prowess 
of students who master subject 
matter.

They are honored for it and 
are rewarded with election to the 
National Honor Society.  Last 
Wednesday the local chapter 
of the NHS inducted a number 
of juniors and seniors into that 
select society.  

At an impressive ceremony, 
the current members of the local 
chapter lit candles and explained 
the four ideals of the society.  
Tommy Braaten lit the candle 
of scholarship, Alicia Ptacek lit 
service, Camden Heimerman 
leadership and Jake Hyland 
character. Alison Pryor then led 
the group in the NHS pledge.

A highlight of the evening 
came in the form of a speech by 
Erin Johnson Larsgaard.  She is 
a 2010 graduate of BPHS and 
is a candidate for Juris Doctor 
in May from the St. Thomas 
University School of Law. She 
gave several important pieces 
of advice as they graduate from 
high school and enter the adult 
world that those in attendance 
seemed to take to heart.

New members inducted into 
the local chapter of NHS had 
3 seniors and 6 juniors.  The 
seniors included Wyatt Grund-
meier, Leah Inwards, and Elly 
Strunk; Ethan Arett, McK-
enna Hein, Jerrin Jax, Mitchell 

Baseball: Blossoms thump Lyle-Pacelli, 2C 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Searching for its fourth-straight win, 
the Owatonna boys lacrosse team played 
host to Duluth High School Saturday at 
OHS Stadium.

It took a while for the offense to get 
into a rhythm, but when it did, there was 
no shortage of firepower.

Scoring a game-high four goals, ju-

nior Tyler Wencl led a second half offen-
sive surge as the Huskies dismantled the 
Wolfpack 9-2 on a frigid Saturday.

“In the second half of the ballgame, 
we definitely moved the ball a lot better 
and used our teammates and had some 
assists,” commented head coach Scott 
Seykora.

Both teams looked to establish a pres-
ence in the offensive zone early, often 
cycling the ball around waiting to fire a 

shot. Although, it appeared a tougher task 
for Owatonna than Duluth.

Rather than looking for the open team-
mate early on, Huskies attackers were 
attempting to wiggle through defenders 
only to be jarred from the ball. Seykora 
noted that the early flow offensively led 
to playing a defensive heavy first quarter.

“The first part of the game, we didn’t 
hold possession,” he added. “One guy 
would try to do it and would drop the ball 

and we ended up on the defense for most 
of the quarter.”

Midway through the second quarter, 
Wencl was able to tie the game at 1-1, fir-
ing a laser to the top-right corner of the 
net with roughly six minutes left in the 
first half. The junior didn’t wait long to 
add his second goal of the game. In fact, 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s Mason Oland (17) prepares to take a shot during the Huskies’ 12-0 win over Mankato High School on Tuesday at OHS Stadium. The Huskies have won 
four-straight games while outscoring opponents 32-6. 

@SCTZimmer

Blossoms win sixth-straight
By LEMAR NELSON 

Staff Sports Writer

Make it six.  
The Blossom softball team 

won its sixth game in a row with 
a non-conference 4-3 victory 
over the Cobras Tuesday, Apr. 
25.  

McKenna Hein took a turn 
in the circle and picked up the 
complete game win.

A three-run third inning 
proved the difference as both 
teams plated a first inning run.  
Blooming Prairie’s long run in 
the first came on a single for 
Linnea Sunde, a stolen base, and 
Bria Baldwin’s base hit.  

In the third, a walk began the 
inning, followed by a single 
from Hein.  A passed ball moved 
the runners up, Baldwin’s sec-
ond hit dove in two runs, and 
Maya Lembke brought the third 
run home.

Triton made it close with two 
runs in the fifth.  A single, a 
walk, and two more singles plat-
ed the runs.  Hein then allowed 
just one more base runner in the 
last two innings and ended the 
game with a strikeout, her sixth 
of the contest.

The Blossoms had four runs, 
seven hits and didn’t commit an 
error. Triton had three runs five 

hits and commited one error.  
Hein struck out six and 

walked four. Blooming Prairie 
is now 7-2 overall and continues 
4-1 in the conference.  Triton 
dropped to 4-5 for the season.

Blossoms upset 
Cardinals

Gaining confidence with each 
game, the Awesome Blossom 
softball team reeled off its fifth 
straight win on Monday, Apr. 
24, with a 7-4 victory over Beth-
lehem Academy at BPHS.

 After a tie game into the third 
inning, BP erupted for five runs 
and then withstood a seventh in-
ning Cardinal rally to preserve 
the victory.

“We are gaining some con-
fidence and momentum,” de-
clared Blossoms head coach 
Lonnie Lembke. “Last week 
was a good week, and the girls 
have started to hit the ball bet-
ter. We have to remember that 
we have to finish game; we did 
that!”

In the first inning Linnea 
Sunde singled, McKenna Hein 
singled, and Elly Strunk drove 
in Sunde.   Staff photo by Seth Bedenbaugh

Blooming Prairie’s Linnea Sunde gets ready for an incoming pitch during the Blossoms’ home 
game against WEM in April. The Blossoms have won six-straight games. 
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495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

CORKY’S

MEN’S SOFTBALL CLASSIC
OWATONNA MINNESOTA

EARLY BIRD

MAY 4 – 7, 2017

TOURNAMENT FEATURES   MUSIC • SOFTBALL • FUN • FOOD
NewNew

BackBack

BackBack

BackBack

BackBack

BackBack

BackBack

BackBack

BackBack

HOMETOWN CHAMPIONSHIP
Come to support your local softball teams Thursday, May 4th from 6 PM to 10 PM

38TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION & LEGENDS OF SOFTBALL REUNION!
A reunion of all retired softball players and umpires will be held Friday, May 5th from 4 PM to Midnight.

PROCEEDS
From the “Early Bird” tournament will be given to The Owatonna Parks & Recreation Youth Scholarship Fund

U.S.A. NATIONAL QUALIFIER

SMC CEMENT TENT
under the big top you’ll find all your favorite Budweiser products, a full bar set-up, food and music all weekend!

PORK PATTIES, HOT DOGS, & BRATS
on the smoking grill under the SMC Cement Tent

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS
Steele County Fairgrounds: 450 18th Street SE • Owatonna, MN 55060

LODGING Hotel information go to http://www.owatonna.org/pdf/lodging.pdf or call OwatonnaTourism office 800-423-6466.

TOURNEY INFO  For complete and updated tournament information go to facebook: “Corky’s Early Bird Men’s Softball Classic”

American Rent-All
“We Rent Most eveRything”

507-455-0000O W A T O N N A

BY CHOICE  HOTELS

Corky’s Early Bird Classic, 4C
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Blossoms thump Lyle-Pacelli

Area round up

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

After four days bemoaning 
the last inning loss to Bethlehem 
Academy earlier in the week, the 
Awesome Blossoms wasted lit-
tle time in erasing that memory.  
The team scored four runs in the 
first inning against Lyle-Pacelli 
Saturday, Apr.  29, at Austin and 
scrambled to an 8-0 shutout win 
over the Athletics. Jack Abbe 
and Seth Peterson combined to 
toss the shutout.

“That first inning got us off on 
the right foot,” remarked coach 
Matt Kittelson, “and restored a 
little confidence after the dis-
appointing loss to Bethlehem 
Academy, we played a good 
game with just one error, and 
maybe that can carry over now 
into our next contests.”

Brad Staska led an 11-hit at-
tack on offense with four hits 
in and drove in four runs, in-
cluding two in the first inning 
with a ringing double.  Connor 
Getchell and Payton Simon also 
had two hits in four at bats, and 
Simon had three RBIs.  Getchell 
and Ethan Arett both also had 
RBI’s in the game.

Junior pitcher Abbe tossed the 

first 4 1/3 innings, with sopho-
more Peterson pitching the final 
2 2/3.  Abbe allowed four hits 
and two walks in the contest, 
and Peterson gave up two hits 
and walked two in his stint on 
the mound. Blooming Prairie 
improved to 2-5 for the season.

Blossoms fall
Leading 6-3 going into the 

seventh inning, the Blossom 
baseball team gave up four runs 
and lost a 7-6 verdict to Beth-
lehem Academy. The Gopher 
Conference game at Faribault 
Monday Apr. 24, kept the Blos-
soms to a single victory for the 
season and marked their third 
loss in the conference.

“This was a very disappoint-
ing loss,” remarked Coach Matt 
Kittelson. “We led the whole 
game, and losing it at the end 
like that hurts a lot.  We have to 
be able to close out games bet-
ter, before we can consider be-
coming a respectable team.”

Blooming Prairie scored a 
single run in the first on a lead-
off double from Max Romeo 
and Seth Peterson’s base hit, 
and they added 3 runs in the sec-
ond for a 4-0 lead. Ethan Arett 

doubled, Romeo reached on a 
fielder’s choice, Payton Simon 
plated the first run, Peterson’s 
second hit drove in another, and 
Brad Staska’second straight sin-
gle scored the third score.

The Blossoms added two more 
runs in the sixth, but Bethlehem 
Academy scored two in the bot-
tom of the sixth after a single run 
in the fifth to make the score 6-3. 
That set the stage for the Cardi-
nals’ winning rally.  The disaster 
began with a Blossom error and 
then escalated with two straight 
walks, a hit batter and a Luke 
Donkers double.  Another walk 
and one more error finished the 
scoring and the walk off victory.

Staska pitched six innings, al-
lowing five hits and three earned 
runs, Connor Getchell and Seth 
Peterson both pitched in relief, 
with Peterson getting saddled 
with the hard luck defeat.  

Staska led the offense with 
three hits, and Peterson went 
2-for-4.  Arett had a double, and 
Romeo also had a hit for the 
Blossoms.

The Cardinals had seven runs 
on seven hits and commited 
three errors; Blooming Prairie 
had six runs, seven hits, and four 
errors.  

Staff photo by Seth Bedenbaugh

Dylan Nirk (14) of Blooming Prairie, takes a lead off from second base during a Blossoms home 
game against NRHEG on April 20. Blooming Prairie captured its second win of the season with an 
8-0 thumping of Lyle-Pacelli. 
 

Blooming Prairie records 		
eight runs on 11 hits in win

LCWM outlasts 
NRHEG in extra 
innings

Lake Crystal–Welcome me-
morial tallied   two runs in 
the top of the ninth inning and 
then held off the Panthers to 
edge NRHEG 12-11 at New 
Richland on Monday, Apr. 24. 

LCWM scored five runs in 
the sixth to take a 10-3 lead, 
but the the Panthers came back 
with seven runs in the bottom 
of the sixth to force the tie.   

As Coach Wendy Schultz 
summarized the game, she re-
marked,  “This was an exciting 
game to watch.   Although we 
lost by one, lots of good things 
happened.  

“We got down by seven 
runs, but kept plugging away 
and managed to tie the Knights 
with that big sixth inning on-
slaught.”  

Gabby Muri hit a long dou-
ble in that big inning to score 
three runners, and Rachel Col-
lins used her speed and a 5-for-
6 day at the plate and three 
stolen bases. Alexis Anderson 
added three hits, and five oth-
er Panthers had hits. Seventh 
grader Sophie Stork pitched 
the last three innings, striking 
out six and walking four bat-
ters in her pitching debut.

Besides the big day at the 
plate for Collins, Muri went 
3-for-6 with a double and five 
RBI’s.  Sydney Ziegler got the 
win in the circle and Stork took 
the loss. 

Natalie Aaseth allowed just 
four hits, but she walked nine 
and gave up seven earned runs.  

Stork gave up three hits and 
two earned runs in the ninth.

LCWM had 12 runs  seven 
hits, and one error; NRHEG 
had 11 runs, 16 hits, and three 
errors.    

Medford falls to 		
Tri-City United

In Friday’s Gopher Confer-
ence matchup at Medford Pub-
lic School, the Tigers struggled 
to get anything going. 

Mustering just two hits, 
Medford fell to the Rebels 4-0. 

Head coach Alyssa Strunk 
said, “Overall I am very happy 
with our performance,” she 
stated. “ TCU’s pitcher was 
the best we have seen this year, 
and it took us a little to long to 
get our bats going.” 

Kori Dodge and Lexi 
Lacanne were the lone Tigers 
to records hits. 

Mack Paulson took the loss 
in the circle for Medford, go-
ing all seven innings. She al-
lowed four runs, (three earned) 
on 12 hits while also recording 
three strikeouts. 

Panthers take fifth at 
Blooming Prairie

The host BP boys took first 
at its own Gopher confer-
ence invitational, and Maple 
River claimed second just two 
points behind the Blossoms at 
the BP course Tuesday, Apr. 
25.  NRHEG finished fifth in 
the meet.

Atom Oquist took top hon-
ors for the Panthers with a 
nine-hole 48, Oakley Baker 
and Ross Lenort both carded 
a 51, and Jacob Lerberg had 

a 53.  Noah Sletten and Brad 
Kubiatowicz trailed with 55 
and 56 respectively.

Blossoms win dual    
The Blossoms extracted 

a small measure of revenge 
over Maple River on Tues-
day, Apr. 25, when they edged 
the Eagles by two strokes at 
a five-team conference invi-
tational on the BP course the 
Blossoms carded a163 total to 
165for Maple River.  USC fin-
ished third, and NRHEG came 
in fifth. 

Tommy Braaten continued 
his excellent season with a 37 
to claim medalist honors for 
BP, but teammate Lucas No-
ble played the last three holes 
one under par to tie for second 
individual just one stroke be-
hind with a 38.  Mason Sohre 
also carded a 38 for Maple 
River.

Behind Braaten and Noble, 
Jake Ressler played well and 
shot a 43. Austin Behne had a 
45, Kollyn Alwes a 48, and Jon 
Herron a 49.  As Coach Cory 
Hendrickson commented, “To 
have all the BP golfers come 
in under 50 demonstrates the 
equality on the team, and that 
is good to see.”  At the triton 
invitational the same day, Tay-
lor Christianson took medal-
ist honors at that meet in the 
girls’ division with an 84.  Jes-
sica Ressler finished 8th indi-
vidual with a 103.

*Editor’s note: Final scores 
and statistics for NRHEG 
baseball were not submitted 
prior to press. 

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Athletes from Grand Mead-
ow-Leroy Ostrander-Southland 
swept the annual Lions-spon-
sored BP Relay Invitational 
Tuesday, Apr. 25.  

Although no team totals were 
kept, the Super Larks dominated 
the meet, taking first in 11 of the 
14 events.  Blooming Prairie 
competitors claimed three sec-
onds and two thirds for the day. 

The events where GMLOS 
failed to record the top honor  
came in the 200 and 4x800 re-
lays, where Loyola-Cleveland 
won and in the mixed distance 
relay, which Lyle-Pacelli won in 
12: 52. 75.  

Blossoms runners took sec-
ond in the 300 mixed hurdles, 
with Xavier Rennie, Riley Mil-
lam, Asia Thostenson, and Ayren 
Ingvalson entered. 

The 100 hurdles team of 
Megan Oswald, Riley Mil-

lam, Xavier Rennie, and Ayren 
Ingvalson placed second; and 
the mixed triple jump team of 
Matthew Pryor, Xavier Rennie, 
Gemini Johnson, and Ashleigh 
Alwes. did the same.  

The mixed 4x400 relay team 
of Leah Schiefert, Sam Wurst, 
Zach Weber, and Elijah Baker 
finished third in 4:13. 97, and 
the mixed pole vault team of 
Gemini Johnson, Jesse Schewe, 
Leah Schiefert, and Cole Chris-
tianson also finished third. 

GMLOS wins Blooming Prairie Invite

Staff photo by Seth Bedenbaugh

Cole Christianson of Blooming Prairie, takes his attempt at the pole vault in the Blossoms’ home 
invitational Tuesday, April 25 at BPHS. He would take third in the event. 

                                  Blossoms continue hot streak
BLOSSOMS: from page 1C

Bethlehem Academy had 
scored on a walk and two sin-
gles.  In the third Hein stroked 
her second hit, and Strunk dou-
bled her home.  Maya Lembke 
walked, and Emma Christian-
son promptly doubled both run-
ners home. 

Freshman Julia Worke fol-
lowed with a home run, the first 
of her career, and the Blossoms 
led 6-1. 

Blooming Prairie added a 

single run in the fifth.
After allowing a first inning 

run on a single, a walk, and 
another single, Strunk held the 
Cardinals scoreless for five 
straight innings going into the 
seventh.  The Blossoms lone er-
ror of the game put a Cardinals’  
batter on base, and four straight 
hits later, the lead had dwindled 
to 7-4.   Strunk coaxed a couple 
of groundouts to preserve the 
win.

The Blossoms pounded out 
11 hits, including Sunde’s 
3-for-4 and Hein, Strunk, 
and Christianson adding two 
each.  Strunk, Christianson, 
and Worke all had two RBI’s, 
Worke’s coming on her home 
run in the third.  

Strunk pitched the distance in 
the circle, giving up seven hits 
and striking out four.

                                  Weather taking a toll on spring season
LINES: from page 1C

Oswald, Jesse Schewe, and 
Samantha Wurst were the 
juniors.  The present group 
includes 15 members of the 
chapter.

As I mentioned earlier, this 
is one segment of high school 
life that generally gets short 
shrift, and I think a big tip of 
the hat is in order for these 
exemplary students in their 
scholastic accomplishments.  
Well done, everyone!

FFA attends state
The FFA chapter is another 

group that pursues a number 
of activities in the school 
schedule and doesn’t harvest a 
lot of publicity for is program.  
Just over a week ago 14 of the 

chapter members attended the 
state convention at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in St. Paul.  
Needless to say, the days 
provided plenty of activities 
and memories to last the local 
members a long time.

Two judging teams from 
BPHS had earned trips to 
the convention.  The general 
livestock team of Ethan Arett, 
Colton Ivers, Cole Chris-
tianson, and Boone Carlson 
received a gold rating, and 
Ivers and Arett both were 
handed individual gold stars.  
Ivers placed 5th in the entire 
state. Greta Sunde and Rachel 
Thompson entered the dairy 
handling contest and did well 
for their first time in state 
competition.

Two senior members of the 
BP chapter earned state FFA 
degrees, the highest honors 
that the state can give to a 
member, and the local chap-
ter also received an award 
honoring its support to camp 
Courage through corn drives.  
This year the chapter raised 
over $3700 through the annual 
corn drive.  That is just one 
more example of individuals 
and groups that are very active 
in school activities,  but often 
don’t get the publicity they 
probably earn. Again, well 
done.

Now let’s hope that warmer 
weather is ahead do that our 
spring sorts can proceed on 
schedule.  Think spring, and 
we’ll talk again.
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By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Baseball
Hosting No.1 Minnetonka on 

Monday, the Owatonna boys 
baseball team was just two in-
nings away from pulling off the 
upset, leading 7-5 after four in-
nings. 

However, the Skippers simply 
had two much firepower late. 

Scoring six runs in the final 
two innings, the Skippers escape 
Owatonna with a 11-7 win at 
Dartts Park. 

Brady Schuster took the loss 
for the Huskies, allowing six 
runs on five hits in four innings 
of work. Reliever Matt Bothun 
allowed six runs in his three 
innings of work, although just 
one was earned. 

Noah Budach, Tucker Al-
stead, Kodey Kiel, Zach Men-
sink and Schuster all recorded 
an RBI. Kiel lead the Huskies 
at the plate, going 2-for-4 in 
the loss. 

Girls Lacrosse
Despite a terrible mix of 

rain and freezing temperatures 
sweeping much of southern 
Minnesota, the Owatonna high 
school girls lacrosse team was 
looking to keep its scorching 
offense alive with a Big Nine 
Conference matchup against 
Rochester Century. 

They did just that. 
Laura Ebeling and Lauren 

Arthur each registered three 
goals as the Huskies dominat-
ed the Panthers for a 14-0 win 
Thursday night in Rochester 
for their fourth-straight win. 

“Our offense found its 
rhythm and controlled the 
pace,” noted head coach Dan 
Paur. “We had multiple girls on 
the score sheet, which meant 
we were spreading the ball 
around well.” 

Eight different Huskies were 
able to net goals Thursday with 
the duo of Ebeling and Arthur 
leading the pack. Skyler Ea-
ton and Cassie Broton each 
managed to register two goals 
while Taylor Woltman, Kenna 
West and Jazz Stechmann were 
each able to register a goal in 
the contest. 

Adding to her three goals, 
Arthur also set up two other 
Owatonna goals as six differ-
ent players recorded assists. 
Sophie Amundson, Maddie 
Seykora, Beckah Bendorf, 
Leah Tucker and Eaton all reg-
istered an assist. 

Seykora was also strong in 
net for the Huskies, stopping 
all nine shots she faced. 

Owatonna 10, Mankato 7
Looking to make it three 

wins in a row, the Owatonna 
girls lacrosse team was on the 
road to face Big Nine Confer-
ence foe Mankato High School. 

According to head coach 
Dan Paur, what ensued was 
one of the best games of la-
crosse he’s seen. 

“This was one of the best, 
most intense games I have ever 
been apart of, boys or girls,” he 
commented. 

On a rain soaked field, the 
Huskies managed to generate 
just enough firepower to break 
a 7-7 tie in the contest to win 
10-7 Monday in Mankato. 

Lauren Arthur led the scor-
ing surge with four goals as 
five different Huskies managed 
to register goals. Jade Huseby 
scored three goals while So-
phie Amundson, Laura Ebeling 
and Lyric Broton each record-
ed goals. Amundson also regis-

tered a team-high two assists. 

Girls golf
The Owatonna girls golf 

team was back in action Thurs-
day in Northfield for a Big 
Nine conference triangular 
against Northfield and Winona. 

Shooting an average of 
125.33, the Huskies took home 
a third place finish. Marie Ot-
terson shot 60 and 51 for a 
score of 111. She managed to 
shoot for par twice. 

Ally Lenz shot the team’s 
lowest score with a 103. Leah 
Seykora and Maddie Effertz 
shot a 126 and 133 respec-
tively. Owatonna tallied a final 
score of 473. 

Northfield took home the top 
honors, shooting a team score 
of 356. Molly Stevens led all 
competitors with an 81, just 
three strokes lower than Wi-
nona’s Lexi Partington for top 
honors. 

Boys Golf
At Somerby Country Club 

in Byron, the Owatonna boys 
golf team competed in the By-
ron Invitational Monday. Head 
coach Mark Langlois noted 
that the team took home a fifth 
place finish out of 15 teams, 
finishing with a team score of 
353. 

“I was proud of how the play-
ers grinded and didn’t make 
excuses for poorly executed 
shots,” commented Langlois. 

Andrew Wall and John Sw-
enson both shot an 83, tying 
for sixth place in a field in 
which only two players broke 
81. Langlois stated that Swen-
son managed to record an eagle 
from 50 yards, the second in 
his last two tournaments. 

All but one Husky managed 
to record a score under 100 as 
Mac Baumgartner (92), Joey 
Howell (95), and Aiden Ebner 
(98) all put together a strong 
performance for Owatonna. 
Matt Steel was three strokes 
off from joining his team-
mates, shooting 102. 

Softball
In the opening round of the 

Shakopee Tournament, the 
Owatonna girls softball team 
drew Rosemount. Despite a 
monster six-run second in-
ning, the two teams were tied 
6-6 heading into the top of the 
fourth. Then Owatonna’s bats 
woke up. 

Powered by a three-run 
fourth inning, the Huskies 
topped Rosemount 10-7. 

Tiana Blazek led the hit 
parade for the Huskies, go-
ing 2-for-4 with a triple and a 
home run on her way to a six 
RBI performance. Alexa Som-
mers received the win inside 
the circle for Owatonna, going 
the distance despite allowing 
six run on 10 hits. 
Apple Valley 12, Owatonna 1

In the second round, the 
Huskies faced a tough Apple 
Valley squad. Blazek managed 
to lone RBI in the bottom of 
the sixth inning as Owatonna 
was limited to five hits in the 
contest. Hannah Fisher, Jenna 
VonRuden, Ellie Rohman and 
Tori Buck all recorded hits. 

Liv Larson took the loss for 
Owatonna, going six innings, 
allowing 12 runs on 15 hits. 
She also recorded two strike-
outs. 
Owatonna 10 , Big Lake 8

In the third place game, 
Owatonna met Big Lake High 
School. 

Trailing 7-5 heading into the 
bottom of the sixth, the Hus-
kies bring five runners across to 
down Big Lake 10-8. 

Owatonna managed to crank 
out 10 runs on 12 hits in the final 
game of the invitational. Erin 
Peterson led the charge at the 
plate with four RBIs while go-
ing 2-for-3 at the plate. Kenzie 
Karsten (3-for-4), Braelyn John-
son (1-for-2) and Jamie Davison 
(2-for-4) each recorded RBIs. 
Johnson and Davison would 
each record two RBIs on the day. 

Alexa Sommers received the 
win in her second game of the 
day, going all seven innings 
while allowing eight runs on 10 
hits. 

Huskies compete in triangular

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s David Keller recieves the baton from Zach Barrett during the Huskies’ Big Nine 
Triangular at OHS Stadium on Tuesday. 

Huskies Round up
                                  Huskies improve to 2-2

HUSKIES: from page 1C

Tiana Blazek

Pitching the final 2 2/3 of the Blossoms’ 
8-0 win over Lyle-Pacelli, Peterson was dai-
lied in, surrendering just two hits and a walk 
to earn the save. 

In Owatonna’s third place finish at the 
Shakopee Invitational, Blazek hit a triple 
and a home run while going 2-for-4 with six 
RBIs. 

Seth Peterson

there was roughly a two min-
ute span in between goals for 
Owatonna. The junior would add 
his third and fourth goals of the 
game in the final two quarters.

Taking a 2-1 lead into the half, 
the Huskies offense appeared to 
hit another gear in the second 
half. And it all started from the 
stick of Walker Nelson.

Weaving through the Wolf-
pack defense, Nelson registered 
the first of his three goals mid-
way through the third quarter 
to give the Huskies a 3-1 lead. 
Nelson would add his just min-
utes later, whipping a wrist shot 

from the slot. In third quarter that 
featured four goals, three came 
from the stick of Nelson, his fi-
nal being with 54 seconds left in 
the quarter.

The scoring didn’t stop there.
Just a little over two minutes 

into the fourth quarter, junior 
Nate Smith scored the first of his 
back-to-back goals for the Hus-
kies, extending the lead to 7-1. 
Smith’s second goal would come 
just moments after a Duluth 
player was ejected for conduct.

“When you get two teams 
playing hard, you’re going to 
get some kids who do things that 

aren’t legal,” Seykora added. 
“One thing we need to do is con-
trol ourselves a little bit more.”

In the final few minutes, the 
Duluth offense attempted to gen-
erate a late surge scoring midway 
through the fourth quarter. De-
spite a late push, the game ended 
for Owatonna the way it started; 
from the stick of Wencl, scoring 
with 44 seconds left in the half.

*Editor’s note: To read the 
recap of Monday’s win over 
Mankato, go to www.steeledod-
genews.com

Big Nine Triangular (OHS Stadium)
Team Scores: Owatonna 95, Austin 55, Winona 35

Boys results
100-meter dash: 2. Alex Raichle, 11.69, 3. Jason Williamson, 11.88. 200-meter dash: 1. Williamson, 

23.88, 4. Keenon Young, 24.7. 400-meter dash: 2. Jaden Dowhaniuk, 54.51, 4. Owen Koslosky, 56.98. 
800-meter dash: 1. Jaden Rosacker, 2:11.31, 3. Bretton Ruiter, 2:12.08. 1600-meter run: 2. Caedon 
McCartney, 4:44.51, Ross Stevensen, 4:45.14. 3200-meter run: 1. Braydon Kubat, 10:23.77, 2. Bryce 
Knutson, 11:01.23. 100-meter hurdles:  2. Andrew Jackson, 16.77, 3. Zach Barrett, 17.62. 300-me-
ter hurdles: 2. Jackson, 43.58, 3. Young, 43.81. 4x100-meter relay: 1. Owatonna, 45.59. 4x200-me-
ter relay: 1. Owatonna, 1:34.29. 4x400-meter relay: 2. Owatonna, 3:51.34. 4x800-meter relay: 1. 
Owatonna, 8:48.01. High Jump: 1. Jayden Gunderson, 5-06, Dalton Kubista, NH.  Pole Vault: 2. Will 
Ruch, 11-00, 5. Cory Ulrich, 9-00. Long Jump: 2. Williamson, 18-00.75, 3. Steven Ekard, 16-11.  Tri-
ple Jump: 1. Kubista, 42-04.5, 3. Ekard, 36-06.25. Shot Put: 1. Darik Elstad, 48-04, 2. Ethan DeKam, 
45-04.5. Discus: 2. Elstad, 147-06, 5. Chandler Buckhalter, 113-06. 

Big Nine Triangular (Austin)
Team Scores: Owatonna 84, Austin 72, Winona 30

Girls results
100-meter dash: 2. Sydney Schultz, 13.33, 3. Karissa Gregory, 13.88, 4. Josie Sullivan, 14.22.  

200-meter dash: 1. Margo Achterkirch, 27.24, 6. Gregory, 29.74, 7. Janessa Moore, 30.24.  400-meter 
dash: 3. Nyakhor Godoar, 1:04.84, 4. Emily Rahrick, 1:07.69, 7. Kaia Elstad, 1:11.49.  800-meter 
dash: 1. Syd Kretlow, 2:21.24, 2. Grace Wolfe, 2:34.01, 7. Chloe Schmidt, 3:00.91. 1600-meter run: 2. 
Lindsay Bangs, 5:45.37, 5. Sarah Kingland, 6:03.36, 6. Emma Maher, 6:04.44. 

3200-meter run: 2. Catrina Herr, 13:09.26, 3. Mariah Dant, 13:31.28, 4. Tayah Hoffman, 16:46.57. 
110-meter hurdles: 2. Sullivan, 16.72, 4. Ali Goldberg, 17.92, 6. Alyvia Johnson, 21.64. 300-meter 
hurdles: 2. Amelia VandeZande, 51.51, 4. Goldberg, 51.85, 6. Callie McCauley, 55.65. 4x100-meter re-
lay: 1. Owatonna, 52.39. 4x200-meter relay: 1. Owatonna, 1:48.97. 4x400-meter relay: 1. Owatonna, 
4:15.14. 4x800-meter relay: 1. Owatonna, 10:43.39. High Jump: 2. Kretlow, 4-10, 4. Caitlyn Ander-
son, 4-06, t5. Golberg, 4-04. Pole Vault: 2. Heidi Lundberg, 8-06, 4. Lydia Weisenburger, 7-06, 6. Asia 
Buryska, 6-06. Long Jump: 1. Sara Anderson, 15-05, 3. VandeZande, 14-11, 5. Emma Zimmerman, 
14-03.5.  Triple Jump: 3. Zimmerman, 30-04.5, 4. McCauley, 29-08. Shot Put: 3. Lexi Langeland, 31-
08.5, 4. Mallory Olson, 29-02, 5. Rilee Wickman, 27-10.75. Discus: 2. Langeland, 108-05, 4. Wickman, 
89-04.5, 6. Skylah Conner, 69-08.5. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s Walker Nelson attempts to attack the offensive zone in the Huskies 9-4 win over 
Rochester Century Thursday at OHS Stadium. Nelson scored a pair of goals in the win. 
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By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

They say the early bird gets the 
worm.  For more than 38 years, 
it has taken a literally meaning 
in Owatonna for a weekend. 

If you’re team is one of the 
nearly 180 teams lucky enough 
to record a roster spot, then con-
sider yourself one of the early 
birds. 

Entering its 38th year, Corky’s 
Early Bird Men’s Softball Clas-
sic has been a prime attrac-
tion for competitive softball 
teams across the country. James 
“Corky” Ebeling, the tourna-
ment’s founder and current head 
of the Owatonna Park and Rec-
reation office, stated that what 
once was just a 16-team tourna-
ment has taken on a life of its 
own. 

Started in 1979, Ebeling, who 
was then coaching softball, de-
veloped the tournament as a 
means to help establish funds 

for the team he was coaching 
and for places to play. After re-
tiring from coaching, Ebeling 
noted that the funds raised now 
go toward the Owatonna Park 
and Recreation’s youth scholar-
ship fund, making it the organi-
zation’s biggest fundraiser. 

“It’s a self-sufficient fund,” 
he said in an interview. “All the 
proceeds go toward helping kids 
who can’t afford to play sports.”

He also noted that aside from 
the scholarship, proceeds also 
go toward renovations around 
the city’s softball fields. 

One of those renovation proj-
ects were the dugouts for the 
fairgrounds ball fields, which 
will have a dedication ceremony 
Friday, May 5. 

Although Ebeling noted that 
he was unsure about the spe-
cific timeline of the growth, 
he mentioned that prior to the 
25th anniversary, the tourna-
ment jumped for 64 teams to 96 
teams. It wasn’t until the 25th 
anniversary of the tournament 

that Ebeling knew that they had 
something big. 

“It was an eye opener,” he 
added. “We really pumped it up 

and social media was starting to 
catch on.”

Something big may be a hum-
ble way of Ebeling putting it. 

Crews from ESPN and Fox 

Sports North picked up the 
game, making it nationally 
known and virtually creating the 
spectacle they have today. Ebel-
ing added, “It just exploded. I 
mean just bonkers.”

Ebeling would be the tourna-
ment’s director until the 35th an-
niversary before turning it over 
to Loren Deitz, who then took 
it to 176 teams, which was the 
maximum that it could accom-
modate for. That led to adding 
the softball complexes in nearby 
Faribault.

While there is no official 
ranking of which tournament is 
best, Ebeling noted that despite 
having tournaments across the 
country that may be bigger, few 
can match the overall competi-
tion. With roughly 26 teams in 
the country competing in the 
open division, the longtime soft-
ball coach noted that 22 will be 
competing in this year’s tourna-
ment. 

“They are the elite,” he added. 
“And, everyone comes to watch 

them.”
Ebeling also stated that with 

a vast majority of teams that 
come from the southern part of 
the United States being in tour-
nament play for nearly a month, 
this has grown into a huge tour-
nament for teams in the Mid-
west. 

“This tournament can really 
make or break teams,” Ebeling 
added. “I’ve seen teams win this 
tournament and go on to have 
good seasons and others not so 
much.”

A new wrinkle that has been 
added to this year’s tournament 
is a 40-team beanbag tourna-
ment that will go towards the 
Mike Como Family Benefit as 
he fights Hutchinson’s disease 
will take place under the SMC 
cement tent - also the locations 
for the various vendors for food 
and beverages will be located. 

The tournament is slated to 
start Thursday, May 4 and run 
through May 7. 

How a local tournament became a national hit

Archive staff photo

Brian Seykora rounds third to score a run in Seykora Auto’s game during Corky’s 37th Annual Early Bird Men’s Softball Classic in May of 2016. This year’s lineup boasts 22 
teams from the country’s top open division teams. 

The Owatonna Huskies Bull-
pen Club and the Huskies Fast-
pitch Club will host a free Scotts 
Major League Baseball Pitch Hit 
& RunTM competition for area 
youth.

The event is open to boys and 
girls, ages 7-14, on Sunday, May 
7th from 4-6 at the ballfields at 
Manthey Park in Owatonna, MN

Pitch Hit & RunTM is the of-
ficial skills competition of Major 
League Baseball. This grassroots 
program is designed to provide 
youngsters with an opportunity 
to compete, free of charge, in a 
competition that recognizes in-
dividual excellence in core base-
ball/softball skills. 

Boys and girls are divided 
into four age divisions: 7/8, 
9/10, 11/12, 13/14, and have the 
chance to advance through four 
levels of competition, including 
Team Championships at Major 
League ballparks and the Na-
tional Finals during the 2017 
MLB All-Star Week.

The individual Pitching, Hit-
ting and Running Champions, 
along with the All-Around 
Champion in each division age 
group at the Local Competition 
will be awarded and advance to 
the Sectional Level of the Com-
petition.

All participants will be re-
quired to have their parent or 
guardian complete a registration/
waiver form before the competi-
tion. Those forms will be avail-
able at the event or you can reg-
ister online at www.pitchhitrun.
com. For further information, 
please go to either www.owaton-
nabaseball.com or www.pitch-
hitrun.com.

Owatonna	
Clubs to 
host skills 
competition

Just imagine soaring into 
space, propelled only by your 
own two feet.

How high can you jump?
My memories of sometime 

being a high jump champion 
were just fantasies I lived 
when growing up on a dairy 
farm just seven miles south-
west of Blooming Prairie. 

I set up my own high jump 
training area with a bar made 
of a tree limb and the landing 
pit being padded with straw. I 
would then try to clear the bar 
at very low distances. I did all 
this out of range for any ob-
servers.

Those fantasies were rekin-
dled recently when I worked 
as a Lions member at a Bloom-
ing Prairie invitational track 
meet involving Blooming Prai-
rie and five other area high 
schools. My charge was to 
run the high jump field event. 
Fellow Lions member Ken 
Behnken, a former Blooming 

Prairie High School coach, 
helped organize the relay team 
meet involving boys and girls 
teams. His responsibility was 
to find Lions volunteers to help 
with the various events.

Ken was my trainer for the 
high jump, giving me some ex-
plicit instructions. He gave me 
two capable assistants, Greta 
Sunde and Isabelle Sunde.

It was exciting to see the 
participants start out at as low 
as 4 ft. and soar to as high as 6 
ft. 2 in. 

Mankato Loyola-Cleveland 
junior trackster Hunter West-
man won the high jump event 
with a mark of 5 ft. 8 in. He 
then instructed us to raise the 
bar to 6 ft. 

Surprising himself, he 
cleared the bar and looked 
back to see the bar not even 
quivering. Pumped by his ac-
complishment, he did a perfect 
back flip in the soft crash mat.

"Let's go to 6-1," he com-

manded. Again, he cleared the 
bar with plenty to spare, set-
ting the stage for the bar to be 
moved to 6-2.

With teammates, coaches 
and others watching, Westman 
employed the Fosbury Flop 
jumping technique perfectly 
and cleared the bar at 6-2. 

"Do you want to go to 6-3?" 
I asked. Not wavering, West-
man gave us a thumbs up. His 
day of competing in the high 
jump ended after he tried to 
clear 6-3 three different times, 
but his accomplishments pre-
vious to those tries continued 
to lift his spirits.

Westman's heroics and those 
of other high school athletes 
competing on this day show 
cased some talented perform-
ers.

After turning in the results 
for the high jump, I began fan-
tasizing again and reflected 
back to the 1960s when the 
Olympics peaked my curiosity 

in the high jump.
Two world performers who 

were in my Sports Illustrated 
magazines often were high 
jumpers John Thomas from 
the United States and Valeriy 
Brumel of the Soviet Union. 
Both used the straight-legged 
straddle style (scissors) in ap-
proaching the bar.

Brumel was just beginning 
to find success as a high jump-
er in the Soviet Union when 
he read in a Russian sports 
newspaper that a 17-year-old 
American (John Thomas) had 
jumped 6 feet 7 inches — 11 
inches higher than Brumel’s 
best leap. 

The rivalry between these 
two jumpers was born. They 
met twice in the Olympics, in 
Rome in 1960 and in Tokyo 
in 1964. Brumel always won 
these match-ups, taking home 
the gold medal in 1964.

Brumel and Thomas became 
lifelong friends. Brumel died 

in 2003 and Thomas died at 
age 71 in 2013.

The high jump has contin-
ued to gain my interest, part 
of it in seeing the evolution 
of a new jumping technique 
perfected by Dick Fosbury of 
Oregon State University. He 
abandoned the straddle style 
and made the Fosbury Flop 
famous. Fosbury won the gold 
medal in the Olympics in Mex-
ico City in 1968. He also set a 
new Olympic record of 7 ft. 4 
1/4 inches.

Nearly 100 percent of jump-
ers in high school, college and 
Olympic competition employ 
the Fosbury style.

I was curious to see what 
the world record is in the high 
jump. I learned that the record 
jump set at 8 ft. 1/2 in. was set 
in 1993 by Javier Sotomayor of 
Cuba. The record still stands.

I thank Lion Behnken for al-
lowing me to relive my fanta-
sies. 
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HOMETOWN CHAMPIONSHIP
Come to support your local softball teams Thursday, May 4th from 6 PM to 10 PM

38TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION & LEGENDS OF SOFTBALL REUNION!
A reunion of all retired softball players and umpires will be held Friday, May 5th from 4 PM to Midnight.

PROCEEDS
From the “Early Bird” tournament will be given to The Owatonna Parks & Recreation Youth Scholarship Fund

U.S.A. NATIONAL QUALIFIER

SMC CEMENT TENT
under the big top you’ll find all your favorite Budweiser products, a full bar set-up, food and music all weekend!

PORK PATTIES, HOT DOGS, & BRATS
on the smoking grill under the SMC Cement Tent

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS
Steele County Fairgrounds: 450 18th Street SE • Owatonna, MN 55060

LODGING Hotel information go to http://www.owatonna.org/pdf/lodging.pdf or call OwatonnaTourism office 800-423-6466.

TOURNEY INFO  For complete and updated tournament information go to facebook: “Corky’s Early Bird Men’s Softball Classic”

American Rent-All
“We Rent Most eveRything”

507-455-0000O W A T O N N A

BY CHOICE  HOTELS

HOWARD 
LESTRUD

REFLECTIONS...
and how 

How high 
can you 
jump? 

Divisions
TIER I 

Open Division
(22 teams)

 
TIER II

C Division
(40 teams)

TIER III
D/E Division

(48 teams per division)

*Teams that place first 
in C/D/E Division will 
have unpaid berths to 

USA and WSL national 
tournament

Co-ed
(8 teams)

Hometown 
(8 teams)

James “Corky” Ebeling
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831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna • 507-451-1550

Come in 
for your 

BBQ supplies

Welcome and  
Good Luck in the 
Corky’s Softball 

Tournament

1620 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna 
507- 451-0138

All Bud family 24pk. 
12oz. cans 

just $13.99 
May 1 – May 31

Hours: Sun.-Thur. 11 am - 10 pm
Fri. - Sat  11 am - 11 pm

Plaza Morena 
Campestre Grill
160 26th Street NE, Owatonna 

(507) 413-0819

16 oz. Tap $2
2-6 pm 
DAILY...

4455 FRONTAGE ROAD WEST
507-444-0303

Good through 5/31/2017 Not valid with any other coupons or discounts

$5.00 
Off 

a purchase of
 $40 or more

495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 
www.cashwise.com

CashWiseDelivers.com
Now thru Saturday!

Brats 
10 for $10 
  - 5 different varieties!

Ground beef 80%
Ground turkey 90%

  

Valu time brand 
hamburger 
& hot dog buns
  8 count $1.00

Salads
Macaroni, potatoe & cole slaw 

$1.99 lb

Gatorade 
32 oz. 96¢ each

- sold in 3lb chubs for
$5.94

Come see us downtown 
on Bridge Street!

(507) 413-6802
137 West Bridge Street • Owatonna

507.444.4000
1160 W Frontage Road • Owatonna

Open Daily 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

one meal - offer expires May 7, 2017
10% off

Come see us

VFW135 Oakdale St. • Owatonna 

507-451-1001 Post 3723

We’re only 2 
blocks away!

Sale Prices Good May 4 Through May 6, 2017 • View our ads online at www.cashwiseliquor.com
HOURS: Monday-Saturday 8am-10pm • 495 West North Street, Owatonna • 507-451-8440 050317cwLqrO_Corkys8x11

Miller 
High Life 
& Pabst 
Blue Ribbon
24 Pack 
12 Oz. Cans

1288
Michelob 
Ultra
24-Pack Cans

16881378
Busch, 
Busch Light 
& Rolling 
Rock
24 Pack 
12 Oz. Cans

Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade
12-Pack 
Bottles Or Cans 
All Available Types

1198
Leinenkugel 
Craft Beers
12-Pack 
Bottles Or Cans 
All Available Types

1198

Rum 
Chatta
750 ml

1398
Karkov 
Vodka
1.75 Liter

8983
for398

Daily’s 
Original 
Frozen Cocktails
10 Oz. Pouches
Ready To Drink 
All Available Types

E&J VS 
Brandy
1.75 Liter

1488
Fireball 
Cinnamon 
Whiskey
750 ml

998
R&R 
Reserve 
Canadian
1.75 Liter

1198

Henry’s 
Hard Soda
6-Pack Bottles 
Grape, Orange 
& Lemon Lime 
Sparkling

598
House
3 Liter 
All Available Types

12981088
Bud Light 
Lime-A-Rita
12-Pack 8 Oz. 
Cans 
All Available Types

Windsor
1.75 Liter

1498
2 Gingers 
Irish 
Whiskey
750 ml

1498
Captain 
Morgan 
Spiced Rum
1.75 Liter

1998

1598
Budweiser,
Bud Light, Coors 
Light, Miller Lite &
Michelob Golden 
Draft Light
24 Pack 
12 Oz. Cans

Welcome Softball Players!

Corky’s Early Bird Men’s Softball Classic May 4, 5 & 6

3 Day Sale
May 4-6
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Corky’s Early 
Bird Men’s 

Softball 
Classic 

is an ASA 
slow-pitch 

softball 
tournament 
in Owatonna



507.446.8900
2365 43rd St. NW • Owatonna

BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Siding & Windows 

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

Dear Savvy Senior,
What happens to a per-

son’s debt after they die? My 
mother has taken on a lot of 
medical and credit card over 
the past few years and I’m 
worried that my brother and 
I will be responsible for it 
when she dies. What can you 
tell me?

Worried Daughter

Dear Worried,
In most cases when a per-

son with debt dies, it’s their 
estate, not their kids, that is 
legally responsible. Here’s 
how it works.

When your mom dies, her 
estate – which consists of the 
stuff she owns while she’s 
alive (home, car, cash, etc.) 
– will be responsible for pay-
ing her debts. If she doesn’t 
have enough cash to pay her 
debts, you’ll have to sell her 

assets and pay off her credi-
tors with the proceeds. 

Whatever is left over is 
passed along to her heirs as 
dictated by the terms of her 
will, if she has one. If she 
doesn’t have a will, the in-
testacy laws of the state she 
resides in will determine how 
her estate will be distributed.

If, however, she dies broke, 
or there isn’t enough money 
left over to pay her “unse-
cured debts” – credit cards, 
medical bills, personal loans 
– then her estate is declared 
insolvent, and her creditors 
will have to eat the loss. 

“Secured debts” – loans 
attached to an asset such 
as a house or a car – are a 
different story. If she has a 
mortgage or car loan when 
she dies, those monthly pay-
ments will need to be made 
by her estate or heirs, or the 

lender can seize the property. 
There are, however, a cou-

ple of exceptions that would 
make you legally responsible 
for her debt after she passes 
away. One is if you are a 
joint holder on a credit card 
account that she owes on. 
And the other is if you co-
signed a loan with her.

Note to spouses: These 
same debt inheritance rules 
apply to surviving spous-
es too, unless you live in a 
community property state – 
Arizona, California, Idaho, 
Louisiana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Texas, Washington 
or Wisconsin. In these states, 
any debts that one spouse 
acquires after the start of 
a marriage belongs to the 
other spouse too. Therefore, 
spouses in community prop-
erty states are usually re-
sponsible for their deceased 

spouses debts. 

Protected Assets
If your mom has any IRAs, 

401(k)s, brokerage accounts, 
life insurance policies or em-
ployer-based pension plans, 
these are assets that credi-
tors usually cannot get ac-
cess to. That’s because these 
accounts typically have des-
ignated beneficiaries, and 
the money goes directly to 
those people without passing 
through the estate. 

Settling Her Estate
You also need to be aware 

that if your mom dies with 
debt, and she has no assets, 
settling her estate should be 
fairly simple. Her executor 
will need to send out letters 
to her creditors explaining 
the situation, including a 

copy of her death certificate, 
and that will probably take 
care of it. But, you and your 
brother may still have to deal 
with aggressive debt collec-
tors who try to guilt you into 
paying.

If your mom has some as-
sets, but not enough to pay 
all her debts, her state’s pro-
bate court has a distinct list 
of what bills get priority. 
The details vary by state, but 
generally estate administrat-
ing fees, funeral expenses, 
taxes and last illness medical 
bills get paid first, followed 
by secured debts and lastly, 
credit card debts. 

Need Help?
If you have questions re-

garding your situation, you 
should consult with a con-
sumer law attorney or pro-
bate attorney. Or, if you just 
need a question or two an-
swered, call your state’s le-
gal hotline if available (see 
LegalHotlines.org), or legal 
services provider. 

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the 
NBC Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Can I inherit my parent’s debt? 

History from the news archives

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434
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10 Years Ago
May 8, 2007
Elise Slinger, Editor

The Blooming Prairie Times 
has found out about a family 
who is honoring. their mother 
with a memorial scholarship in  
her name. 

The Alice Myers Mother/
Child Scholarship is a $1,000 
scholarship awarded as a gift 
to a current graduate at Bloom-
ing Prairie High School to be 
used as a post-secondary edu-
cational purposes and also to 
honor the life of their mother, 
the students mother, and all of 
the mothers of Blooming Prai-
rie, past and present.

Year in and year out, there is 
a gathering of youngsters in the 
gym of the Elementary School. 
For well over a decade, the an-
nual Elementary Spring Car-
nival has been a huge hit with 
students and parents alike. 

the Car-nival, run by the fifth 
and sixth grade student coun-
cil, is both a great time and a 
great chance at leadership for 
the elementary students.

20 Years Ago
May 6, 1997
Elsie Slinger, Publisher

The Blooming Prairie Food 
Shelf closed late in April, after 
a decision to move into a new, 
bigger facility in Owatonna. 
Stormy From, executive direc-

tor of the food shelf, said the 
board of directors have been 
discussing relocation for mul-
tiple years. 

Over the last two years a 
task force was put together to 
study the feasibility of keeping 
a satellite open, whether it was 
used enough to warrant mon-
eys spent to lease the building 
and an hire employee to man it.

Retelling history as others 
have lived it has become part of 
Blooming Prairie High School 
instructor Roger Sorenson’s 
World Wars class curriculum 
and it provides a vivid recol-
lection of how battles were 
fought and how lives were lost 
for freedom. 

It includes the story of Hen-
ry Oertelt, a Jewish man who 
survived concentration camps 
filled with torture and death. 

50 Years Ago
May 4, 1967
Victor, Vernon, & Vyrle Kre-
jci, Editors

Dedication of the beauti-
ful and immaculate new First 
Lutheran Church in Blooming 
Prairie on Sunday, April 30th, 
was proclaimed a huge success 
as a capacity throng of persons 
gathered to witness the memo-
rable cer-emonies. 

The dedication was a fitting 
and proper climax to a three-
phase building project that 

started nearly a decade ago. 
The first stop in the gigantic 

construction program was the 
Parish Education Unit com-
pleted in 1959. 

This was followed in 1963 
with the erection of the Social 
Unit and, finally, in December, 
1966, the tow-ering and very 
imposing Sanctuary Unit was 
completed.

Buildings on the Lloyd Bou-
meester farm, located 4 miles 
southeast of Waseca, suffered 
extensive damage by the tor-
nado which struck in that area 
last Sunday evening. 

All the buildings on the farm 
were blown apart or heavily 
damaged by the storm. Fortu-

nately, Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Jensen who reside on the farm, 
were not present at the time of 
the tornado. 

75 Years Ago
May 7, 1942
Walter K. Mickelson, Editor 
and Publisher

Christopher Lunde, 91, 
Udolpho township pioneer 
farmer, died at his farm home 
Sunday, May 3rd. 

He was one of the oldest 
men in this section of country. 
Mr. Lunde was the son of Peter 
and Ingrid Lunde and was born 
in Sogn, Norway, June 26th, 
1850. 

He passed away at the age 

of 91 years, 10 months, and 7 
days. The was the last member 
of his family of six children. 
He was baptized and confirmed 
in the Lutheran faith.

  Three of the eight men who 
left here Friday last week for 

induction into the army in Fort 
Snelling were de-ferred from 
immediate induction because 
of minor physical defects. 

The men returning, Corne-
lius Dahl, Chris Lynard and 
Arnold Behne.

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
4/25 - 5/1

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Old Dutch 
Ripples 8oz 

2/$5

Tony Romas Fully Cooked 

Spareribs 
24oz $11.99

Oscar Mayer 9oz 

Deli Lunchmeats 
2/$7

Land 'O Frost Deli 

Shaved Lunchmeats 
9oz 2/$4

Sugardale 12oz 

Bacon 
2/$7

Pepsi 
12 Packs 

2/$8



Serving Your Buying 

and Selling Needs! 

BOBREMKER 
ex 

507-363-9275 Cell 
bremker@gmail.com 

Dodge County 
Independent

Dodge County 
ADvantage

Steele County Times

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2017 | ADVANTAGE |  B7

contact: Karen Fast
507.226.7500
MOPSANDBUCKETS@KMTEL.COM

contact: Karen Fast

NO JOB TOO BIG, NO JOB TOO SMALL, 
WE CLEAN IT ALL!

MOPS AND BUCKETS LLC

• WE DO RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & SEASONAL CLEANING
• WE ORGANIZE (GARAGES, ATTICS, CUPBOARDS, ETC.)
• WE DO LIGHT YARD WORK
• “IF IT NEEDS TO BE CLEANED, WE’LL CLEAN IT!”

Mops and Buckets has 
part-time positions available. 

Must be dependable, hard working, 
reliable and ready to work.

Please complete an application on-line at
 www.komets.k12.mn.us

and include a resume, application letter,
transcripts and 3 reference letters.

Grade 8 Math Teacher (1.0 FTE)
Speech/Language Pathologist (1.0 FTE)

Kasson-Mantorville Schools
have the following positions available:

Person to organize and facilitate Day Camps offered 
throughout Dodge County. Mainly M-F day hours, may in-
clude some evening and weekend work.  25 hrs/wk June 
5 – August 11. 

Must be at least 18 years of age, enthusiastic, self-mo-
tivated, and have experience working with children. 4-H 
experience preferred.  Must have valid driver’s license.  

DODGE COUNTY 4-H 
Summer Assistant Position 

Visit our website at www.co.dodge.
mn.us for application or contact Em-
ployee Relations at the Dodge County 
Courthouse at (507) 635-6239.  Open 
until filled, initial application review 
5/12/17. EEO.    

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)

Rochester and Mantorville Locations
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Mindy (507)429-8962

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living
Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living is currently 

looking to fill a Part-time RN position.  
We are a small 10 apartment assisted living 

located in West Concord. 
The responsibilities of this position include:

For more information or to sit down to discuss the position 
further contact us at 
circledrivemanor@hotmail.com 
or call us directly: 
Bryan Christianson at 507-421-8497 
Melissa Christianson at 507-696-2678.

•Weekly visits
•Resident services/supervision
•Medication setup/supervision
•Employee training/supervision
•Availability for on call, 
•primarily by phone

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

Full time driver needed immediately 
for local Sanitation Company.

■ Must possess a valid A or B CDL. 
■ Job responsibilities would include collection of 
■ residential and/or commercial garbage 
■ and/or recycling and transporting to 
■ designated site. 
■ Sanitation experience helpful but 
■ not required. 
■ Ability to lift 50-75 pounds and have a good 
■ driving record. 
■ Responsibilities include reading route sheet, 
■ follow map and service each customer as 
■ identified on the route sheet or as assigned. 
■ Excellent time management skills 
■ along with customer service skills 
■ are a must. 
■ Basic knowledge of truck 
■ upkeep a plus. 
Contact 507-528-9900 
for more information.

skjevelandenterprises@msn.com

WHEN A NURSING HOME IS NOT 
FOR YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE... 

Wellington adult care has trained staff who work 24 hrs. a day to provide you 
with services such as prepared meals, medication management, personal 
care such as bathing, dressing and grooming, as well as other activities 
of daily living. All meals are served family style in the dining room. Special 
diets are not a problem. We also arrange transportation to and from medical 
appointments accompanied by staff or family. We supply laundry services, 
and housekeeping. Our home is wheelchair accessible. We have a 1 to 5 staff 
to client ratio. All rooms are private. We serve a variety of clients over the age 
of 55. We are licensed by Dodge County and the State of Minnesota. 

For more information please contact 
Jane Hill @ 507.374.2198 or 507.319.5134 20

tfc

WELLINGTON ADULT CARE 
POSITION AVAILABLE 

•Full time evening caregiver 
•position working with elderly 
•clients
•Must love elderly people and
•enjoy working in a home setting
•Experience preferred but 
•will train
•Applicant must be 18 years old, 
•have a valid drivers license and 
•pass a background check

If interested please contact Janie or Bill Hill at 
507-374-2198 or 507-319-5134

                                     Week of April 30, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

BAGLEY COOP ASSN 
Bagley, Minnesota is seeking a quali-
fi ed CEO/General Manager.  This sup-
ply cooperative includes a convenience 
store – light automotive repair, grain 
elevator/feed, bulk fuel and agronomy 
with annual sales of $10.3 million. Suc-
cessful coop agricultural business man-
agement experience desired. To Apply:
https://tinyurl.com/ll4euj2 320/219-0270
or David.Lemmon@chsinc.com 

CDL-A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts day 1 & earn $65k+ in your fi rst 
year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t shar-
ing, 401k with company match & more! 
Call Jim Robbins 253/512-1887 or 
go to www.McLaneMNDrivers.com

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL: 

Full-time traveling opportunity, 60-80 
hours/week, $13-$15/hour starting, meal 
allowance, paid lodging, 95% paid health/
dental, 401(k) & paid time off. RAW, 
Inc. in Cooperstown, ND 888/700-0292 
i n f o @ r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

TREE SERVICE BUSINESS 
North Central MN. Boom, Chipper and 
Flatbed Dump Trucks. Stump Grinder. 
Saws. Ropes. 20 plus years established, 
turn-key business. Victor @ 218/947-3505

KILL BED BUGS 
& their eggs! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/Kit complete treatment sys-
tem. Available: hardware stores, 
the Home Depot, homedepot.com

MOTORCYCLES WANTED 
1960S & 1970S - All makes! Run-
ning & not-running. Cash paid & 
trailer pickup. Dan: 612/720-2142

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail). Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms). 
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

STOP PAYING FOR 
SURPRISE HOME REPAIRS! 

With Nations Home Warranty, we pay 
100% of covered home repairs! Call 
for a free quote today 844/343-5815

DIAGNOSED 
WITH MESOTHELIOMA 

or Asbestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and 
your family may be entitled to a substan-
tial fi nancial award. We can help you 
get cash quick! Call 24/7: 855/999-9458

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

THINKING OF BUYING 
A NEW OR USED CAR? 

Call to get current promotional pricing 
and local dealer incentives for free. No 
hassle. No obligation. Call: 844/617-9515

MISCELLANEOUSFOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUYHELP WANTED - DRIVERS

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

Advertise here 
statewide in 260+ 
newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any ser ious side effects, 
call 507-573-4430 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions. 1tfc

Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386. 50-1p, 2tfc
Hayfield, 1 br apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
r e n t  b a s e d  o n  i n c o m e , 
Equal Housing Opportunity, 
Cal l  507-477-2316 42tfc
Blood Clot patients, if you 
have experienced any serious 
problems with an IVC filter, 
call 507-201-8964 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. tfc
KASSON, 1 br apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
r e n t  b a s e d  o n  i n c o m e , 
equal housing opportunity, 
cal l  507-634-4188. 42tfc
SPACIOUS RENTALS 2 bd 
apts in Claremont & Man-
torv i l le.  Month to month 
leases  and depos i t  pay 
plans. Minutes from Kasson. 
507-398-6027 or 507-451-
8524 www.lifestleinc.net tdd 
507-451-0704 Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 20-21c, 22nc
 
 

FOR RENT

Commercial store front /
retail/ office in downtown 
Kasson, approx 4000 sq. ft., 
call Pat 507-319-6782. 18tfc
BLOOMING PRAIRIE 1 bd 
second floor smoke free apt 
for 62+ or disabled persons. 
Rent based on income & 
ALL utilities included! 507-
451-8524 www.lifestyleinc.
n e t  t d d  5 0 7 - 4 5 1 - 0 7 0 4 . 
Equal Housing Opportunity.  
 20-21c, 22nc, 23c
2 bdr,  1 1/2 ba apt in Kasson, 
nice, private location, great 
for single person or couple, 
appl iances,  CA, window 
coverings, single car garage, 
deck, lawn storage bldg. Pri-
vate yard, $850/mo., no small 
children, NS, NP preferred, 
lawn care provided, avail. 
approx June 5th, call 507-
456-9472.  19tfc
2 bdr home, $950/mo. Call 
Pat 507-319-6782. 19tfc

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING -  A l l 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont. 9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper stick-
ers, graduation invitations, 
pens, can holders, letter-
heads, envelopes, business 
cards, carbon-less forms, 
computer stat ionery. Ask 
about other items available, 
507-634-2661. 33tfp
Have you taken Invokana 
and suffered any serious side 
effects? Call 507-573-4551 to 
speak with a lawyer. You may 
be entitled to compensation.
 tfc

EMPLOYMENT
PT bus dr iver needed in 
Kasson area, must have CDL 
license. M-TH 5 hrs/day. If 
interested call Mike at 507-
634-4330. 8tfc
Rock picking south of Kasson 
1.5 miles, jr. high to adults, 
flexible hours. 507-273-9678- 
Joe.  18-20p
Concrete/cement workers 
needed; 1 concrete laborer, 
$17-19/hour, and 1 experi-
enced cement finisher, $20 
hour, KM area, start imme-
diately. Call or text Steve at 
(507) 272-6292.  20-22c
Dobbs Construction hiring 
concrete workers immedi-
ately. Call or text Luke @ 
507-259-9180.  10tfc
Looking for part-time help 
milking in a parlor. Call 634-
4308.  18, 19c, 20p
Full time warehouse posi-
tion to handle freight, heavy 
boxes, and package and 
deliver lubricants. Mon-Fri 
9:00-5:30. Benefits include 
Employer Retirement con-
tr ibut ions, Group Health 
Insurance and Paid Time 
Off. Must be 19+, HS grad-
uate, non-smoker, neat 
appearing, and have valid 
driver’s license & excellent 
driving record to apply. 
ADVANTAGE LUBRICANTS, 
5 0 7 - 2 8 9 - 5 5 5 5 / R I C H .  
 20,21p
 

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

Nick’s Lawn Mowing Ser-
vice, weekly or vacation, 
residential or commercial, 
yard cleanup, mowing and 
trimming, satisfaction guar-
anteed, eight yrs. exp., free 
estimates. 507-696-3849 
leave a message.  20tfc
Brianna’s Lawn Care Ser-
vices, mowing, trimming, 
comple te  yard  c leanup, 
weekly or on call. Free esti-
mates. Satisfaction guaran-
teed 507-421-7945.  20tfc

634-7503
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S e r v i c e m e n ’ s  C l u b
210 Fourth St. N.E.  •  Blooming Prairie  •  507-583-7884

Sunday, May 7
Loaded Bloody Mary  

Mimosa Bar

American Legion Baseball 
breakfast fundraiser. 

Also

Little Thoughts 
on the Prairie

mark
DeLap

As most of you know, we 
traveled to New York a few 
weeks ago for the funeral 
of retired FDNY firefighter, 
Jimmy Lanza. I can assure you 
that this week’s column will not 
be as extensive as that week’s. 
Maybe. At this moment, I still 
have an hour and a few blank 
pages and a big hole in section 
C of Hometown Living. I think 
I can do some damage.

We were going to fly into the 
Big Apple. It was much worse 
than it sounded. Actually, the 
apple was tasty, but getting to 
it… was not.

Planes freak me out. I’ll 
start there. Actually, maybe 
not the planes so much as it 
is the people who own the 
planes, fly the planes, fuel 
the planes and… no, wait. It’s 
the planes that freak me out. 
I mean, you could have the 
most conscientious pilot in the 
world, flying confidently at a 
safe altitude when the plane 
decides to eat a flock of geese.

Cue the nosedive. Complete 
with a feathered boa. 

Also, if you think too much 
about it and consider you are 
really flying in an oversized 
aluminum can you would 
need a Valium. Because, just 
dropping from roof level 
would be painful, but dropping 
FROM SPACE; there’s no 
coming back from that.

Let’s go back to being 
dropped off at the airport by 
the kids with six large bags 
and a purse that for all intents 
and purposes should say, 
“Redimix” on the outside. 
Needless to say, my wife 
always takes the bags that roll. 
Evidently, she called Dibbs 
from the foundations of the 
earth. I think it was actually 
in our wedding vows where 
I promised to love, honor, 
cherish and carry all the 
groceries and every last heavy 
bag without rollers.

It was established. It became 
law. I learned my lessons well.

And. Are you ready for this?
We flew United. (OK, I 

could hear the gasps all the 
way into next week)

On Sunday, the ninth of 
April. 

In the year of our Lord, 
2017. 

We flew United.
The day the doctor left skid 

marks. In the aisle. In the arms. 
Of the seat police.

Actually, there must have 
been a full moon out that 
night because it seemed like 
every person we ran into had 
protruding, pointed teeth 
poking out through their pickle 
juice scowls. And their little 
green flying monkeys weren’t 
pleasant either.

Minneapolis terminal. Oh 
how the excitement turned to 
giggles and shrieks. The first 
encounter began with a new 
United check-in electronic 
kiosk that you have to navigate 
before they even allow you 
to go to talk to a real person. 
For an impatient and “running 
behind” traveler, I just want to 
say, “THAT’S NOT FUNNY.”

It cost me an extra $35 
because I found myself 

pushing buttons at random and 
gathering the spewing paper 
tickets like I had just won at 
the slots in Vegas. They could 
make even bigger money if 
they put a “swear jar” over 
every machine. I’m just sayin’.

Because of the delays at 
ticketing, (don’t hear that one 
very often. Yeah, right.), we 
were afraid that we’d never 
get on the plane in time, but 
when we got to the gate, the 
lines were stretched back as 
far as Chanhassen with people 
trying to check their carry-ons. 
Something about overbooked 
flights in Chicago.

And of course, when 
something happens in Chicago, 
it never stays in Chicago – and 
paralyses the entire world. I 
am now so indoctrinated that 
I wake up here in Minnesota 
and stumble to the television 
where I check the weather 
report…  FOR CHICAGO.

So, now we had all the 
time in the world. It was 
time to start worrying about 
catching the connecting flight 
in Chicago on our way to New 
York. But first a trip to the gift 
shop where I was hoping to 
find some horse liniment for 
my shoulders from carrying 
the non-rollered bags. I had 
serious strap-burn.

Passing the many specialty 
food shops en route to the gift 
shop was especially painful 
on a morning where the rush 
and panic of getting to the 
airport afforded me no time 
in my schedule for a good 
breakfast. Oh, did I say, “a 
good breakfast?” I meant to 
say, NO breakfast.

I don’t know why I didn’t 
at least stop for a pretzel to 
tide me over until I got to the 
scrumptious meal they were 
serving on the plane. (Threw 
that in just to see if you were 
paying attention. Psyche.)

Oh yeah. Pretzels and a 
medium pop in an airport 
will cause you to have to put 
up your car for collateral and 
give blood at terminal B, gate 
36, which is where all the 
medical planes are hangered. 
And, $12 for a small bag of 
almonds in the gift shop? Are 
you KIDDING me? So, as 
I couldn’t find anything for 
aching and bruised shoulders, I 
opted for the $4 fun-sized bag 
of M&Ms and coincidentally 
looked up at the television 
monitor and saw Hershey’s 
stock rising steadily. It must 
have been a good day for 
chocolate. At the airport.

I got back to the gate where 
I immediately found Robin 
consoling a woman in tears, 
people storming the ticket 
counter and the loud squawks 
coming over the intercom 
begging. BEGGING people 
to check all carry-on luggage 
as, “the plane is full and we 
are having a hard time trying 
to accommodate everyone, so 
please leave your bag with us 
and we will ‘forward’ it to its 
final destination.”

Which isn’t a bad thing IF 
your final destination is really 
where your bag is going. Trust 
me. It isn’t. It will have a better 
vacation than you’re having – 
make sure you train it to take 
pictures. 

I had nightmares of my last 
trip where the luggage was lost 
and when they finally delivered 
it, it came back to us complete 
with all kinds of stamps on 
my suitcase from such exotic 
places as Morocco, Portugal 
and of course, Cleveland. I 
still can’t figure out where the 
parrot came from that popped 
out of my garment bag. And all 
my belts were missing. I don’t 
even want to know.

Of course my wife and I 
couldn’t get seats together 
though I booked the flights at 
the same time. 

Being one of the last couples 
to board, it was such a treat to 
finally walk down that gate 
tunnel to the plane and walk 
into the warm stench of disdain 
from all the disgruntled and 
“running late” passengers. 
All of them, looking at their 
watches and then up at me 
as if sending me a signal that 
this was all my fault. My 
mind flashed back to the kiosk 
incident, but they didn’t know 
that, so my return glare was 
simply a courtesy.

Oh, and then the fun begins 
when you come upon someone 
else sitting in your seat and 
you try to convince them that 
you are the rightful owner 
of that seat. But then again, 
now we know that there is 
never a sure thing when you 
have parked your keister in 
a seat that you have actually 
paid for. The money is out of 
your account and has been for 
months – and yet, there seems 
to be a mysterious disclaimer 
floating around the mysterious 
“cloud” – which has now 
gained legendary status with 
Stonehenge which they can’t 
explain either. Do NOT get me 
started.

I opened up my personal 
Hemisphere Travel Magazine 
which appears on every back 
seat of every United plane. 

Here are a couple of quotes 
and my injected and inferred 
comments in a parenthetical 
form that accompany Mr. 
Oscar Munoz’s kind greeting 
to every happy passenger. 

“Every day I see our people 
go the extra mile for our 
customers and for one another. 
(why just last week we tossed 
a guy from one of our planes 
to make room for one of my 
favorite stewardesses named 
‘Bunni’). First, our Shared 
Purpose: ‘Connecting people. 
(ejecting people…) Uniting 
the world (Enciting the 
world). We fly right: On the 
ground and in the air, we hold 
ourselves to higher standards 
in safety and reliability. (We 
have first aid kits available if 
people accidentally fall on arm 
rests and are bleeding from the 
head.) We fly friendly: Warm 
and welcoming is who we are. 
(Hostile and welcoming you to 
come along peaceably or we 
will use force to drag you off 
our plane is who we are.)

There is much more in the 
Munoz dialogue. Pick up a 
copy – it’s a hoot. My sides 
literally hurt from laughing so 
hard.

In light of recent “incidents,” 
I think the CEO should add 
to his greeting, “If you are 
reading this in MY plane, and 
make no mistake, this IS MY 
plane, I would like to remind 
you that none of these seats 
are yours. Though you have 
paid for it with valid currency 
gained from a job where you 
put your blood, sweat and tears 
in exchange for real money to 
buy a ticket to get home or on 
a delightful vacation, DON’T 
EVEN THINK ABOUT IT. I 
have the power to remove you. 
I have my speed dial set for 
“militia” and I am not afraid 
to push the button. Thank you 
and have a wonderful trip. To 
the ‘Newest spirit of United.”

Well, I am now officially 
out of time and out of paper, 
so stay tuned for next week’s 
column when I get to actually 
explain the mood in Chicago 
on the day that the doctor 
needed a doctor. I think I shall 
entitle that piece, “Blood on 
the armrest.”

We flew United... And kept our seats

May 6th will be a special 
day for Blooming Prairie 
resident Paul Dale and for his 
extra set of eyes, his Golden 
Retriever Leader Dog named 
Summit.

On that date, Dale, Summit 
and Paul’s wife Laura celebrate 
the one-year anniversary for 
Summit joining the family. Oh 
yes, there’s another resident at 
the Dale household, Summit’s 
play mate, Dixie, a small dog 
Paul and Laura affectionately 
call a mutt.

Summit came home with 
Paul from 18 days of training 
in Rochester, Michigan a year 
ago.

What are the Dales and 
Summit going to do on their 
anniversary? “We’ll maybe go 
out for dinner,” Paul reveals. 

Are you giving her an 
anniversary gift? “I’ll give her 
an extra bone,” he said. He 
also said he will maybe give 
her a special frozen yogurt and 
peanut butter concoction of 
Laura’s.

Showing his kidding spirit, 
Dale said he plans to take 
Summit to the local car wash 
for a bath. He’s right because 
the local car wash does have a 
pet spa.

Dale, who loves to be called 
Lion Paul because of his 
attachment to the Blooming 
Prairie Lions Club, said he is 
one of very few people in the 
world who has his eyes at knee 
level.

“I’m very lucky that I have 
had a seeing eye dog as my 
partner,” Dale says. “Others 
have tried Leader Dogs and 
it doesn’t work for them,” he 
pointed out. 

Summit is actually Lion 
Paul’s third dog. His first dog 
was also a Golden Retriever, 
Macy. He got her in 2006. She 
died suddenly in November of 
2014. 

The following January, he 
went to Lions Leader Dog 
school in Rochester, Michigan 
and trained with another 
Golden, Shadow.

Shadow was Paul’s extra 
pair of eyes for several months 
until she developed cancer. 
Again, Paul didn’t wait long 
to get a third dog. That’s when 
Summit entered his life.

Lion Paul is hesitant to 
compare the three dogs but 
says Summit is improving 
every day. “There will be only 
one Macy,” he says. He said 
he could be out on a walk 
with Macy, tell her to go home 
and she would take him to his 
doorstep. 

“Macy was special because 

‘I’ll give her an extra bone’
By HOWARD LESTRUD 

Staff Writer
she represented his first ability 
to be free,” Laura said. “She 
knew what to do before I did,” 
Paul interjected.

Dale has retinitis pigments, 
an inherited, degenerative 
eye disease that causes 
severe vision impairment and 
often blindness. He was first 
diagnosed with the disease at 
age 18. His sight became more 
severely impaired in the early 
1990s necessitating help of a 
Leader Dog.

Summit is 2 1/2 and at times 
still thinks she is a puppy. 
“She’s actually a teenager 
in human years and is a pain 
in the butt,” Laura laughs. 
Summit often goes over to 
Dixie, grabs her by the collar 
and takes her for a walk. The 
Dales call Summit a bully 
because when she wants to 
play, she means now.

Walks are part of the Dales” 
daily routines. “We try to go at 
least a mile every day,” Laura 
says.

“We have become a 
seasoned team,” Paul says 
about the three of them. “She 
knows what she is supposed to 
do and knows what she can get 
away with,” Dale added.

When working, Summit 
wears a harness and often has 
a Gentle Leader put over her 

nose and behind her ears. This 
allows Summit to heal nicely, 
Lion Paul says.

Lion Paul says people often 
come up to him and ask if they 
can pet Summit. “Don’t make 
contact with her because she 
will then want to say ‘hi,’” 
says Lion Paul.

Summit has made lots 
of friends at First Lutheran 
Church on Sundays and 
other days of church events. 
“She knows voices,” Lion 
Paul affirmed. “When Betty 
Behnken joins her husband 
Ken in the church pew after 
singing in the choir, Summit 
crawls toward her to say 
hello,” Paul says.

Summit has also gotten to 
know workers at Wal-Mart 
quite well, the Dales said.

Lion Paul is not a stranger 
to adversity, taking an 
unexpected ride on a Mayo 
One helicopter two years ago 
due to a heart attack. Dale 
and Laura call the event his 
“temper tantrum.” He said he 
is grateful for a renewed lease 
on life.

On this first anniversary 
of his union together with 
Summit, Lion Paul reflects 
on his years with Leader Dog 
support and looks forward to 
many more anniversaries.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Blooming Prairie Lions Club member Paul Dale and his Golden 
Retriever seeing eye dog are best of friends. It will be one year 
on Saturday since Lion Paul brought Summit home to Blooming 
Prairie.
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Bipartisan legislation to 
increase access to public lands

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar 
has cosponsored the bipartisan 
Sportsmen’s Act to increase 
access to public lands for 
outdoor recreation for hunting, 
fishing, and recreational 
shooting.

“Hunting and fishing are 
more than just hobbies in 
Minnesota—they’re a way 
of life, and they’re critically 
important to our economy,” 
Klobuchar said. “This bipartisan 
legislation will increase 
access to public lands, create 
opportunities to strengthen the 
outdoor recreation economy, 
and help ensure that our 
outdoor traditions can continue 
to be passed down from one 
generation to the next.”

The Sportsmen’s Act would: 

•Reauthorize federal land 
open to hunting, fishing, and 
recreational shooting

•Reauthorize the Federal 
Land Transaction Facilitation 
Act

•Exempt commercial filming 
permits for film crews of three 
or fewer, or for news gathering 
purposes

•Authorize the Hunt 
Unrestricted on National 
Treasures (HUNT) Act

•Amend the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration 
Act to allocate funds for 
construction and expansion of 
public target ranges on federal 
land

•Permanently establish 
the Wildlife and Hunting 
Heritage Conservation Council 

Advisory Committee to advise 
the Secretaries of Interior and 
Agriculture on wildlife and 
habitat conservation, hunting, 
and recreational shooting.

•Allow the transport of bows 
or crossbows across National 
Park Service (NPS) land

•Allow use of qualified hunter 
volunteers to manage wildlife 
on NPS land.

The legislation was 
introduced by Senators Lisa 
Murkowski (R-AK), Martin 
Heinrich (D-NM), Jim Risch 
(R-ID), Joe Manchin (D-WV), 
Deb Fischer (R-NE), and Heidi 
Heitkamp (D-ND). It passed 
the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources on March 30, 
2017.
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Four Minnesota commodity 
councils elect new leadership
Barley, beef, corn, and soybean councils elect board members

Producers of four Minnesota agricultural com-
modities have elected new members to serve on 
the barley, beef, corn, and soybean commodity re-
search and promotion councils. Each new board 
member will serve a three year term to help guide 
how each group spends mandatory check-off dol-
lars.

The councils play an important role in develop-
ing and promoting Minnesota farm products, in-
cluding grains and meats.

“Commodity council elections allow producers 
a say in how their check-off dollars are spent,” 
said Minnesota Agricultural Commissioner Dave 
Frederickson. “It’s very important they take ad-
vantage of this opportunity and I want to thank all the candidates 
and producers who took the time to cast a ballot.”

2017 commodity council elections for barley, beef, corn, and soy-
bean:

Barley Research and Promotion Council
Brian Lacey, Dalton

Beef Research and Promotion Council
District 1 – Dr. Dan Larson, Clearbrook
District 4 – Davis Wulf, Morris
District 5 – David Glessing, Howard Lake
District 7 – Neil Johnson, Jasper
District 8 – Jeri L. Hanson, Comfrey

Corn Research and Promotion Council
Districts 1, 2 & 4 - Dwight Mork, Bellingham
District 7 – Brandon Fast, Mountain Lake
District 8 – James O’Connor, Blooming Prairie
District 9 – Brennen Toquam, Claremont

Soybean Research and Promotion Council
Districts 1, 2 & 3 – William (Bill) Zurn, Callaway
District 4 - Patrick O’Leary, Benson
Districts 5 & 6 - Patrick Sullivan, Franklin
District 7 – Ron Obermoller, Brewster
District 8 - Rochelle Krusemark, Trimont
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Consolidation in agriculture
FBN data offers insight on industry shrinkage, 
farm size growth and buying habits.

Consolidation in agriculture 
doesn’t stop with the current 
chemical/seed mergers and buy-
outs. Farms are consolidating 
as well. That’s what big data 
shows, gathered from farmers 
who participate in the Farmer 
Business Network.

In a recently released report, 
the FBN offers a glimpse into 
their aggregated data, along 
with sharing the voice of farm-
ers-gleaned from dozens of in-
terviews.

The data shows that chemical, 
fertilizer and equipment markets 
are dominated by a small num-
ber of companies. If trends con-
tinue, this could be a problem 
because the largest companies 
tend to have the highest prices, 
which makes seed and chemical 
company consolidation a threat 
to farmers.

Another producer questions 
seed choices in his farming op-
eration.

“Do I do a full GMO hybrid 
that they usually want some-
thing like $240/bag for? Or do 
I do a dual stack or triple stack 
that doesn’t cover all the traits 
for cheaper? Or do I go full con-
ventional for about $170 per bag 
and change my management 
practices to decrease my seed 
cost,” asks an Illinois farmer.

 When it comes to buying na-
tional seed brands capture more 
large farms business. National 
chemical brands, on the other 
hand, are actually less compet-
itive among big farms.

“Whether it’s fertilizer, fun-

gicide, whatever; we ask what’s 
the best product on the market 
we could apply, what’s the sec-
ond best, is there a decision we 
can make that we can save mon-

ey,” says  an Iowa farmer.  
Rising costs and lower profits 

are on producers minds. Data 
from the FBN survey shows the 
bottom line on financial sustain-
ability for farmers. Producers 
have watched all of the most 
commonly grown crops lose 
profits continuously from 2012 
to 2015.

Information collected also 
showed that commodity crop 
have continued to struggle with 
prices that have failed to keep 
up with inflation since 1980. 
However, input costs, like those 
associated with crop protection 
chemicals, and other production 
expenses continue to rise despite 
declining crop prices, with ex-
treme price differences existing 
for identical products.

The rising costs and falling 
commodity prices have caused 
margins to narrow to nothing in 
2014 and 2015, with some re-
gions experiencing negative per 
acre incomes in 2016.

“It’s easy to get into the mind-
set of not spending money or 

cutting costs…I really wanted 
to look at it more as a return on 
investment. If I spend a dollar, 
how many dollars am I gonna 
get back…I really wanted to 

prioritize those spends,” says a 
corn and soybeans grower in Il-
linois.

However, seed companies and 
chemical companies are not the 
only part of the industry con-
solidating. FBN data shows that 
farms with over 2,000 acres are 
the fastest growing segment. 
Large farms have different buy-
ing practices and productivity 
profiles compared to small op-
erations.

When it comes to yields, 
smaller farms win out. Larg-
er farms tend to achieve lower 

average yields. However, these 
larger farms also receive signifi-
cantly lower prices for chemi-
cals and seed as a result of bulk 
purchasing.

As farm consolidation accel-
erates and average farm size 
increases, it puts negative pres-
sure on land productivity as it 
becomes harder for farmers to 
get the best yields across every 
field they plant.

The number of farms have 
decreased significantly in the 
past 10 years particularly in the 
Midwest, the South and in the 
Pacific Northwest. One thing 
that is clear is that most farms 
continue to be family owned. 
However, the average age of 
the principal operator is high. 
The data shows that 66 percent 
of the farms were over 55 as of 
2012. This means that that there 
will be a major turnover in farm 
ownership driven by the average 
age of farmers. Many farmers 
lack a transition plan or family 
member ready to take over the 
farming operation.

Minnesota Farmers 
Union calls for action 
on rural issues

The Minnesota Farmers 
Union (MFU) last week issued a 
report based in 14 listening ses-
sions conducted throughout the 
state.

Lt. Gov. Tina Smith, Human 
Services Commissioner Emily 
Piper, and Deputy Agriculture 
Commissioner Matt Wohlman 
joined MFU at the State Capitol 
to receive the report on behalf of 
the Dayton Administration. 

The sessions involved over 
450 people.

The report was released to the 
media statewide, to legislators, 
and to others interested in learn-
ing what Minnesotans think 
about important legislative and 
policy issues.

Minnesota Farmers Union 
President Gary Wertish stated,  
“After frequently hearing the 
question posed about what rural 
Minnesotans think, Minnesota 
Farmers Union set out to find 
out the answer to that question.”

Wertsh said the report cap-
tures the rural voice and serves 
up a menu of items the admin-
istration and Minnesota Legisla-
ture need to address.

“As I travel around Minneso-
ta, I have learned that Minnesota 
farmers, small business owners, 
and local leaders often come 
up with the best ideas to make 
our state better,” said Lt. Gov. 
Smith. 

“This new report from the 
Minnesota Farmers Union out-
lines some of the major chal-
lenges we face in securing great-
er opportunities for everyone 
in our state, including better 
healthcare, strong infrastructure, 
and a growing economy, Smith 
outlined. 

“As we work to build a state 
that works better for everyone, 
everywhere in Minnesota, we 
can learn a lot outside the Capi-
tol, and outside the cities. I hope 
Minnesota leaders take this re-
port and its findings to heart, and 
then take action. It’s time to get 
it done.” 

Wertish added, “Issues like 
health care costs are the most 
urgent, but we must also get an-
swers on transportation funding 
for roads and bridges, create the 
reality of high speed Broadband 
internet services, adopt property 
tax relief, solutions to rural hun-
ger, solve agriculture and farm 
issues for farmers of all sizes, 
and work on rural and farm la-
bor issues.  

“Above all, we heard a call 
for policymakers to come out to 
rural Minnesota to hold regular 
listening sessions where people 
can speak up.”

A copy of the report is 
available at:  http://mfu.org/
files/2106.pdf

LT. GOV. TINA SMITH



Police blotter
Steele County

Owatonna Police
April 21
Assault. Officers responded 

to an assault in the 100 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 1:05 a.m. They 
took a subject into custody. 

Juvenile. Police received a ju-
venile complaint from the 100 
block of Vine St. E. at 8:11 a.m. 

Assist. At 3:51 p.m., officer as-
sisted another agency with arrest-
ing an adult in the 600 block of 
11th St. SE. 

Theft. Officer took a theft re-
port in the 600 block of Mound 
St. SW at 8:23 p.m. 

Animal Bite. Officers respond-
ed to an animal bite in the 2200 
block of 26th St. NW at 8:40 p.m. 

April 22
Death. Police began a death 

investigation in the 400 block of 
Oak Ave. S. at 4:49 p.m. 

Burglary. Officers responded 
to a burglary on Strand Dr. NW 
at 5:42 p.m. 

Vandalism. At 9:44 p.m., prop-
erty damage was reported in the 
400 block of Selby Ave. SW. 

April 23
Bar Check. At 12:47 a.m., of-

ficer completed a bar check in the 
100 block of Bridge St. W. They 
made an arrest at the scene. 

Juvenile. Officer issued a ci-
tation after receiving a juvenile 
complaint from the 600 block of 
Broadway St. E. at 2:13 a.m. 

Shoplifting. At 2:48 p.m., of-
ficer arrested a subject following 
a shoplifting incident in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. 

Theft. Officer took a theft re-
port in the 100 block of 24th 
Place NW at 3:58 p.m. 

Animal Bite. An animal bite 
occurred in the 1700 block of 
Mosher Ave. SW at 6:16 p.m. 

Drunken Driving. Police made 
a DWI arrest in the 100 block of 
Valley View Place NW at 8:39 
p.m. 

April 25
Burglary. Officers responded 

to a burglary in the 1400 block of 
Jadden Lane SE at 7:42 a.m. 

Theft. A motor vehicle was re-
ported stolen from the 300 block 
of State Ave. NW at 7:54 a.m. 

Shoplifting. Officer arrested a 
subject for shoplifting in the 300 
block of Park Dr. NW at 8:23 
p.m. 

Assault. At 9:33 p.m., police 
responded to an assault in the 100 
block of North St. E. A subject 
was taken into custody. 

Steele County Sheriff

April 21
Burglary. Deputies began a 

burglary investigation in the 
5900 block of 84th Ave. NE in 
Merton Township at 7:33 a.m. 

Warrants. Deputies made war-
rant arrests in the 100 block of 
Main St. E. in Owatonna at 9:34 
a.m. and in the 1800 block of 
44th Ave. SE in Havana Town-
ship at 8:06 p.m. 

Restraining Order. At 6:14 
p.m., deputy responded to a re-
straining order violation in the 
11300 block of 34th Ave. SE in 
Summit Township. 

Weapons. Deputies received a 
weapons-related complaint from 
the 700 block of 5th St. S. in 
Ellendale at 8:11 p.m. 

April 22
DWI. Deputies arrested a mo-

torist for driving while intoxi-
cated in the 9200 block of Crane 
Creek Road in Meriden Town-
ship at 8:17 p.m. 

April 25
Fraud. Deputy took a report of 

a fraud incident in the 200 block 
of Pearl St. E. in Owatonna at 
9:17 a.m. 

Steele County
Court news

The following cases were heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of April 17 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 

Ryan L. Olson, 40, Eden Prai-
rie, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony theft. Olson 
was sentenced to $20,006.90, 69 
days in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, no gambling, obtain 
permission to leave the state, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, write letter of apology, main-
tain employment and 5 years of 
supervised probation. 

Scott L. Rasmussen, 40, 
Owatonna, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony aid 
and abet theft. He was sentenced 
to $1,081, 2 days in county jail, 
no possession of firearms, main-
tain employment, chemical de-
pendency evaluation, mental 
health evaluation, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 120 
hours of community service and 
5 years of supervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of April 17 – 21: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department
Valita K. Beckett, 36, Athens, 

WI, no child passenger restraint 
system, $131; Adam D. Wacek, 
32, Hollandale, controlled sub-
stance, 27 days in county jail, 
$981, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical depen-
dency evaluation and 2 years of 
supervised probation. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Farhiyo M. Ali, 34, Roches-

ter, speeding, $131; Leonard A. 
Armstrong, 55, Austin, speeding, 
$131; Christopher T. Baas, 40, 
Albert Lea, expired registration, 
$111; Jennifer R. Cabiro, 33, Ap-
ple Valley, speeding, $141; Brad-
ley A. Cleghorn, 35, Rockford, 
IA, speeding, $121; 

Michael J. Donahue, 51, 
Owatonna, expired registration, 
$111; Cayden J. Elmore, 22, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; Di-
ana P. Escamilla, 38, Faribault, no 
child passenger restraint system, 
$131; Ethan A. Frank-Wallig, 17, 
Rochester, speeding, $141; Greta 
T. Geist, 21, Burnsville, speed-

ing, $131; Yolanda V. Grimaldo, 
47, Faribault, speeding, $121; 
Eric M. Hancock, 40, Owatonna, 
suspended license, $281; Owen 
X. Larson, 20, Edina, speeding, 
$141; 

Katherine J. Leppert, 54, 
Faribault, speeding, $121; Chris-
tie G. Onyambu, 34, Hopkins, 
cancelled license, $281; Nicholas 
M. Plowman, 45, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $121; 

John C. Reiss, 57, Finlayson, 
seat belt, $106; Angela M. Rob-
inson, 38, Northfield, speed-
ing, $141; Keith A. Saunders, 
54, Odin, vehicle weight viola-
tion, $281; Travis P. Schultz, 30, 
Owatonna, illegal u-turn, $131; 
Austin P. Schuster, 20, Dover, 
DE, divided highway cross-over 
violation, $131; 

Taneesha M. Shaw, 33, Charles 
City, IA, seat belt, $106; Ruon 
Y. Tut, 23, Owatonna, speeding, 
$141; Pablo F. Villarreal Naula, 
44, Minneapolis, no license, 
$181; Justin J. Walton, 20, Rose-
mount, speeding, $221; 

David P. Weller, 52, public nui-
sance, $181; Dwayne P. Winfield, 
44, League City, TX, speeding, 
$121; Luis A. Zepeda Lopez, 35, 

Houston, TX, no license and no 
insurance, $381. 

Owatonna Police 
Department
Tamara J. Atkinson, 41, 

Owatonna, failure to yield, $131; 
Mandy M. Bachelder, 41, Bloom-
ing Prairie, theft, $81, diversion 
program and 1 year of unsuper-
vised monitoring without con-
viction; Jill P. Bremer, 40, Lane 
Rock, IA, no insurance, $2,181; 

Harvey R. Dubay, 28, St. Paul, 
revoked license and no insurance, 
$481; Nikita M. Finley, 27, St. 
Paul, no insurance and revoked 
license, $181, 2 days in county 
jail and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Vicente Guzman, 25, 
Owatonna, no insurance and no 
license, $381; 

Larry D. Haberman, 45, 
Blooming Prairie, controlled sub-
stance, stay of adjudication, $81, 
38 days in county jail, no alco-
hol or controlled substance use, 
chemical dependency evaluation 
and 2 years of supervised proba-
tion; Logan J. Harden, 19, Dodge 
Center, theft, $81, diversion pro-
gram and 1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring without conviction; 

Roger A. Hinchley, 42, Austin, 
theft, $81 and 90 days in county 
jail; 

Sherice M. Jackson-Marshall, 
29, Owatonna, disorderly con-
duct, stay of adjudication, $231 
and 1 year of unsupervised moni-
toring without conviction; Som-
mer L. Jensen, 18, Owatonna, 
theft, $81, diversion program and 
1 year of unsupervised monitor-
ing without conviction; Nicole B. 
Johnson, 25, Owatonna, no insur-
ance, $281; 

Shawn M. Lyons, 23, 
Owatonna, disorderly conduct, 
$181, 2 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency evaluation 
and 1 year of unsupervised pro-
bation; Shyane M. Mensing, 29, 
Forest City, IA, revoked license, 
$281; 

Joseph D. Mork, 33, Minneap-
olis, revoked license, $281; Pay-
ton M. Nelson, 19, Owatonna, 
violation of restraining order, 
stay of adjudication, $181 and 1 
year of unsupervised monitoring 
without conviction; 

Royelio E. Padilla, 30, 
Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Sonny San, 30, Fresno, 
CA, DWI, $381, 3 days in county 
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• Troy Meyer – no insurance - $1,000 bail
• Jerry Millang – cancelled license – no bail
• Gina Miller – worthless check - $3,000 bail
• Samuel Miller – soliciting without permit - $131 bail
• Imaan Moloo – criminal sexual conduct - $10,000 bail
• Dayson Montanto – DWI - $1,000 bail
• Rafael Montoya – drugs - $30,000 bail
• Michael Moore – violation of conditions of release – no bail
• Reynaldo Morales – possession of stolen property - $1,000 bail
• Bryce More – arson - $500 bail

• Joshua Moreno – domestic assault - $1,000 bail
• Jose Mota – theft - $1,000 bail
• Dylan Mott – vehicle registration violation - $300 bail
• Guadalupe Munoz – false name - $3,000 bail
• Ricardo Munoz – DWI - $6,000 bail
• Charlene Murry – DUI – no bail
• Deq Mursal – DWI - $3,000 bail
• Olvidio Narraez – DWI, no license - $1,000 bail
• Jennifer Nekolite – disorderly conduct - $500 bail
• James Neubauer – traffic - $500 bail 

Public Safety Blotter spotlight:  Civil. On April 23, deputy assisted with a civil 
issue regarding ownership of a ditch in the 12000 block of 720th St. in 
Blooming Prairie at 7:54 p.m. 

Crime brief

Man accused of 
trying to take son

An Owatonna man faces sev-
eral charges, including a felony, 
for allegedly trying to take a 
child.

Samuel Christian Bolton has 
been charged with felony first-
degree burglary, fifth-degree as-
sault, child endangerment and 
fleeing police on foot in connec-
tion with an incident April 25 in 
Owatonna.

Police responded to an as-
sault call when they saw a man 
holding another man down in 
the residence. The victim told 
officers Bolton had attempted 
to take his grandson. When of-
ficers tried to interview Bolton 
outside, he allegedly ran away. 
After a short foot chase, officers 
nabbed him near the post office. 

Officers ordered Bolton to the 

ground several times but he did 
not comply and attempted to 
back away from officers. Police 
then used a taser to get him to 
comply. 

According to police, the 
victim has full custody of his 
grandchild and Bolton at-
tempted to take his son from 
the grandparents’ house without 
consent. 

Samuel Christian Bolton

Sheriff warns about roadside cleaning
By RICK BUSSLER 

Publisher

With spring clean-up underway 
around the region, a top public safety of-
ficial is warning citizens about roadside 
cleaning. 

Dodge County Sheriff Scott Rose is 
cautioning people who may be involved 
in any type of roadside cleaning project. 
“If you should come across a capped 
soda or sports drink bottle that has an 
unusual looking substance inside, please 
be extremely cautious,” Rose warns. He 

added pop bottles with straws in the caps 
are also a sign of potential danger.

Rose said the problem arises from the 
growing methamphetamine issue across 
the country. Drug users will often man-
ufacture meth in what is referred to as 
“shake and bake” method. Once they ob-
tain their meth product, they will often 
discard the bottles in roadside ditches. 

If the discarded bottles are opened and 
oxygen gets in with the volatile chemi-
cals, the bottle could blow up and cause 
serious injury or even death, according 
to Rose. 

The sheriff said persons who come 

across such an item should not touch it 
and contact police right away. 

Rose initially posted a message on 
the sheriff’s Facebook page about this 
roadside warning April 23. Since then, 
the post has been shared thousands of 
times. He was inspired to post the mes-
sage after seeing some people picking up 
bottles in a ditch near his home. 

In April, a sheriff’s deputy found sev-
eral needles in a ditch that were properly 
removed and disposed of.

Rose said being careful with lit-
ter around roadside ditches could save 
someone’s life.

Blaze destroys shed on dairy farm

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

A Steele County dairy farmer 
is cleaning up after a blaze de-
stroyed a large shed Monday 
morning. 

Fire broke out shortly after 8 
a.m. on the Reid Stransky dairy 
farm in the 3200 block of Austin 
Road south of Owatonna. Huge 
plumes of thick, gray smoke 
could be seen for miles in the 
area of Highways 218 and 14. 

About 40 firefighters from 

Owatonna, Blooming Prairie 
and Ellendale fought the fire, 
which was brought under con-
trol around noon. 

Owatonna Fire Commander 
Bruce Thomas said firefight-
ers got some help from Mother 
Nature with Monday morning’s 
rain showers. “The wet condi-
tions helped and saved other 
structures on the farm,” he said, 
noting there was no damage to 
any other buildings on the farm. 
“We had something going in our 
favor.”

The shed, which was esti-
mated at 40 foot by 80 foot, 
housed an office, shop area and 
provided storage for several ve-
hicles and equipment, according 
to Thomas. A newer vehicle, 
a truck and a new Gator were 
among the vehicles destroyed in 
the fire. 

Thomas said the fire caused at 
least $500,000 in damages to the 
shed and contents.

The cause of the fire appears 
to be an electrical space heater, 
Thomas said. 

By Monday afternoon, the 
Stranskys were utilizing back-
hoes and other equipment to tear 
down and clear away the rubble. 
“They’re not ones to let some-
thing sit in a pile,” Thomas said. 

The Stranskys have operated 
a dairy operation on the farm 
for more than 125 years. Reid 
and his family are the fifth gen-
eration to live in the very same 
house on the farm.

No injuries were reported 
with Monday’s fire.

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

Huge plumes of thick, gray smoke poured over the Reid Stransky dairy farm south of Owatonna Monday morning as firefighters 
from three area departments battled a fire in a large shed. The power company also responded to the scene to shut off power 
to the farm. Fire officials suspect a faulty space heater caused the fire, which left about $500,000 in damage to the shed and 
contents. No one was injured.
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CLUES ACROSS
    1. Hot meal
  5. Razor clams
10. Blood-sucking African 
fly
12. Chauvinists
14. Windy City football 
player
16. An alternative
18. Federal Housing Admin-
istration
19. Styles hair
20. Arabic female name
22. Paddle 
23. Area once separated 
from Germany
25. Marketplace
26. Gode Airport
27. Upset
28. Where wrestlers sweat
30. Garland
31. Robert __, poet
33. An iPad is one
35. Fruit of the oak tree
37. Della __, singer
38. Women’s clothing 
retailer
40. Mailed
41. Largest English diction-
ary (abbr.)
42. Pouch
44. Radioactivity unit
45. Month
48. Nanosecond
50. Domestic
52. What a boy becomes

53. Breezes (anc. Greek)
55. Jogged
56. At the stern
57. Lawrencium
58. Destructive to both 
sides
63. Arterias
65. Removes

66. Pretentious people
67. Tropical Asian plant

 CLUES DOWN
 1. Type of whale
  2. Type of medication
  3. Land of the free
  4. Formed an opinion of

  5. Logo
  6. No (Scottish)
  7. Leaves tissue
  8. Sacred state to Muslims
  9. Thus
10. African nation
11. Someone who has a 
stake in
13. Parties
15. Subsystem producers
17. Large, flightless birds
18. Compromises visibility
21. A ballet enthusiast
23. More (Spanish)
24. Skeletal muscle
27. Hands (Span.)
29. Weighed
32. Businessman
34. Famous clock Big __
35. Unkeyed
36. Break between words
39. Ink (slang)
40. Disappointed
43. Stroke
44. Curdled milk
46. Restaurants
47. Explosive
49. Type of terrier
51. Disfigure
54. Innermost cell layers
59. Bar bill
60. Distinct period of his-
tory
61. Mode of transportation
62. Equal (prefix)
64. Operating system

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

Crossword solution
jail, Substance Abuse Subtle 
Screening Inventory and 1 year 
of unsupervised probation; An-
thony E. Wadley, 41, Owatonna, 
domestic assault, $181, 30 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, no 
possession of firearms, obtain 
permission to leave the state and 
2 years of supervised probation; 
Carter J. Warner, 16, Owatonna, 
speeding, $281; 

Nicole G. Weller, 24, Medford, 
invalid license, $181; Brandon 
D. Wencl, 22, Owatonna, pos-
session of marijuana and careless 
driving, $381, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, Substance 
Abuse Subtle Screening Inven-
tory and 1 year of supervised 
probation. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office
Samuel J. Auringer, 23, 

Waseca, speeding, $121; Leon-
ardo Avalos, 21, Owatonna, 
possession of marijuana, $131; 
Jordan P. Berget, 26, Minneapo-
lis, speeding, $221; Victor M. 
Contreras, 28, Blooming Prairie, 
speeding and no insurance, $331; 
Victor J. De Alba, 40, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; 

Nicole J. Dut, 35, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Ian R. Gillis, 
17, Medford, speeding, $381; 
Mallory A. Hennen, 23, Morris-
town, speeding, $121; Douglas 
G. Johnson, 68, New Richland, 
speeding, $121; Grant D. John-
son, 30, Minneapolis, expired 
tabs, $111; Nathan L. Larson, 18, 
Waseca, speeding, $121; Nicole 
L. Loberg, 23, Sartell, speeding, 
$121; 

Tracy C. McGilberry, 57, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
James R. Mimmack, 50, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Luke A. Notermann, 19, Blaine, 
speeding, $121; Mark E. Risty, 
44, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Kathleen R. Ronningen, 39, 
Medford, expired license, $181; 
Logan R. Saltou, 19, Rochester, 
speeding, $141; David A. Scan-
lan, 49, Parkersburg, IA, speed-
ing, $121; 

Todd J. Searles, 52, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $141; Ricky L. 
Shelton, 50, Ellendale, assault, 
$381, 2 days in county jail, Do-
mestic Abuse Diagnostic Assess-
ment and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Consuelo Y. Vasquez, 
43, Blooming Prairie, speeding, 
$141; Jerry C. West, 42, Farib-
ault, stop sign, $131; Margrete 
L. Willert, 34, Geneva, speeding, 
$141. 

Police blotter
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff ’s 
Office handled 208 complaints 
during the week of April 19 – 25. 
Some of them include: 

April 19

Civil. At 5:16 p.m., a Clare-
mont citizen reported receiving 
harassing text messages. 

Disturbance. Deputies re-
sponded to an aggressive juve-
nile creating a disturbance in the 
500 block of Meadow Lark Lane 
in Dodge Center at 8:15 p.m. 

April 20
Suspicion. At 12:46 a.m., a cit-

izen called deputies after he had 
picked up a male hitchhiker at 
State Hwy. 30 and County Rd. 13 
in Hayfield. During the ride, the 
male talked about how he and his 
girlfriend were fighting. He acted 
paranoid. The driver dropped 
him off, and deputies were un-
able to later locate him. 

Indecent Exposure. Deputies 
responded to a report of a teen-
age male urinating in public in 
the 400 block of Center Ave. S. 
in Hayfield at 7:23 p.m. 

April 21
Suspicion. Deputies respond-

ed to suspicious activity in the 
75500 block of State Hwy. 56 in 
Hayfield at 1:14 a.m. 

Larceny. Deputy took a lar-
ceny report in the 800 block of 
Hwy. St. W. in Dodge Center at 
4:27 p.m. 

Juvenile. Deputies received 
a complaint that a juvenile was 
acting out of control in the 200 
block of East St. N. in Claremont 
at 7:44 p.m. 

Disturbance. At 6:19 p.m., 
deputies responded to a dispute 
over a parking spot in the 400 
block of 2nd St. W. in Claremont. 

Domestic. Deputies respond-
ed to a domestic disturbance on 
Main St. E. in Dodge Center at 
6:34 p.m. They took one male 
into custody to the Steele County 
Jail. 

April 22
Threats. At 2:14 p.m., a subject 

made threats in the 100 block of 
2nd St. NE in Hayfield. 

Harassment. A West Concord 
citizen reported receiving harass-
ing text messages at 7:02 p.m. 

April 23
Dumping. An environmen-

tal dumping incident occurred 
at 220th Ave. and 605th St. in 
Dodge Center at 1:35 p.m. 

Narcotics. Deputies responded 
to a narcotics incident in the 100 
block of 5th St. SW in Dodge 
Center at 1:36 p.m. 

Fire. At 10:20 p.m., deputies 
responded to a grass fire in the 
63000 block of 120th Ave. in 
Claremont. 

April 24
Driving. Deputies received a 

complaint of two cars driving in 
a cornfield in the 68700 block of 
130th Ave. in Blooming Prairie at 
1:02 a.m. 

Larceny. At 11:20 a.m., deputy 
took a larceny report on 6th Ave. 
SE in Hayfield. 

Crash. An accident between a 
fertilizer spreader and a pick-up 
truck occurred at County Rd. 3 

and County Rd. 10 in Claremont 
at 1:28 p.m. There were no inju-
ries. 

Stolen Property. Deputy made 
a traffic stop and found stolen 
property at State Hwy. 56 and 
690th St. in Hayfield at 8:03 p.m. 

Larceny. A citizen reported 
stolen license plates on Main St. 
W. in Dodge Center at 8:05 p.m. 

April 25
Narcotics. Deputies responded 

to narcotics incident on Main St. 
E. in Dodge Center at 3:05 p.m. 

Trespassing. At 4:03 p.m., a 
trespassing incident occurred in 
the 100 block of 5th St. SW in 
Dodge Center. 

Harassment. A Dodge Center 
citizen reported at 7:34 p.m. that 
her juvenile daughter was being 
harassed online. 

Domestic. Deputies responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
200 block of 2nd St. SE in Hay-
field at 10:59 p.m. 

Dodge County
Court news

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of April 17 – 24: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office
Maurice Allen, 41, Dodge Cen-

ter, fleeing a peace officer, $455; 
Quade S. Barry, 18, Mantorville, 
careless driving, $455; Jeffrey A. 
Crilly, 54, Mantorville, stop sign, 
$130; Jesus Gutierrez, 31, Dodge 
Center, revoked license, $280; 

Judith K. Hanson, 70, Kas-
son, stop sign, $130; David W. 
Johnson, 60, Hayfield, failure to 
yield, $380; Megan A. Johnson, 
17, Hayfield, speeding, $380; 

Joshua J. Mitchell, 29, Dodge 
Center, parking violation, $64; 
Kuoviy K. Omot, 20, Austin, 
suspended license and no insur-
ance, $480; Hunter O. Smith, 19, 
Chatfield, no license in posses-
sion, speeding, no insurance and 
careless driving, $100; 

Matthew J. Smith, 42, Man-
torville, stop sign, $130; Randy 
L. Starkson, 56, Dodge Center, 
revoked license, $280; Marcus S. 
Sternberg, 23, Mankato, speed-
ing, $130; Lauren A. Stienessen, 
20, Byron, suspended license and 
speeding, $420. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Justin G. Annis, 28, Kasson, 

revoked license and no insur-
ance, $480; Brittany F. Breaker, 
26, Rochester, revoked license 
and seat belt, $305; 

Melinda K. Fields, 41, Mantor-
ville, speeding, $130; Ebony M. 
Haughton, 30, Kasson, revoked 
license, $280; Robert S. Hoiseth, 
41, Austin, seat belt, $105; Mary 
E. Lamotte, 25, Dodge Center, 
window tint violation, $130; 

Sherie R. Roland, 52, Hay-

field, seat belt, $105; Derek D. 
Salsbery, 40, Rochester, speed-
ing, $140; Evan B. Sobek, 31, 
Rochester, speeding and license 
violation, $340; April M. Stasko, 
44, Hayfield, suspended license, 
$280; Cody T. Weis, 22, Plain-
view, seat belt, $105. 

West Concord
Police Department
Lucas J. Bakken, 21, Kenyon, 

speeding, $220; Carla E. Coke, 
42, Pine Island, parking viola-
tion, $32. 

Steele County
Arrest

Owatonna Police
Cody James Parkos, 20, ar-

rested at 4 p.m. April 21, proba-
tion violation apprehension and 
detention arrest, held for court. 

Dean Scot Aarsvold, 55, ar-
rested at 1:28 p.m. April 23, theft, 
possession of meth and parapher-
nalia, held for court. 

Michelle Lynn Hendrickson, 
46, arrested at 9:05 p.m. April 23, 
DWI, held for court. 

Joseph Dean Mork, 33, arrest-
ed at 6:50 p.m. April 26, posses-
sion of controlled substance, held 
for court. 

William Merton Douglas, 47, 
arrested at 1:54 p.m. April 27, 
felony possession of controlled 
substance and interference with 
911, held for court. 

Richard Dominguez, 44, ar-
rested at 2:42 p.m. April 27, war-
rant arrest, body only. 

Steele County Sheriff
Terry Allen Lester, 43, arrested 

at 8:40 p.m. April 22, violation 
of order for protection, held for 
court. 

Stephanie Ann Thompson, 41, 
arrested at 9:05 p.m. April 22, 
possession of controlled sub-
stance and DWI, held for court. 

Alexander Jay Brown, 21, ar-
rested at 12:14 a.m. April 23, 
DWI and possession of con-
trolled substance and parapher-
nalia, held for court.  

Owatonna Fire

April 22
Smoke. Fire personnel re-

sponded to an odor of smoke in 
the 300 block of 13th St. NE at 
7:55 p.m. 

April 23
Fire. At 2:38 p.m., fire fighters 

responded to a building fire in the 
4300 block of Kenyon Road. 

Grass Fire. A grass fire oc-
curred in the 2400 block of 
School St. at 1:53 p.m. 

April 24
Crash. Fire rescue responded 

to a motor vehicle accident with 
injuries in the 4000 block of 8th 
St. SW at 12:34 p.m. 

Experts urge parents, 
doctors to protect 
children during outbreak

With 20 cases of measles now 
confirmed among Somali Min-
nesotan children in Hennepin 
County, health officials across 
the state are asking parents and 
health care providers to watch 
for potential cases and help 
make sure as many Minnesota 
children as possible are protect-
ed through vaccination.

Measles is a serious disease 
that can lead to hospitalization 
and even death. It spreads very 
easily among unvaccinated peo-
ple. The Minnesota Department 
of Health stresses the impor-
tance of its vaccine recommen-
dations, which protect children 
and adults during outbreaks:

	 •	 All Minnesota 
children 12 months and older 
who have not received a mea-
sles, mumps and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine should get it now.

	 •	 Adults who 
have never received the MMR 
vaccine and have never had 
measles should get the vaccine 
now.

MDH also recommends that 
all Somali Minnesotan children 
statewide who have already re-
ceived their first dose of MMR 
vaccine get their second dose 
now. This special vaccine sched-
ule is commonly recommended 
during outbreaks instead of wait-
ing until 4 to 6 years old for the 
second dose. Parents of Somali 
Minnesotan children should 
contact their child’s health care 
provider and specifically tell 
them the child needs the MMR 
vaccine. This may help avoid 
a longer wait associated with 
scheduling a routine appoint-
ment.

MMR vaccine is given to 
children in two doses. The first 
dose offers good protection, and 
the second dose provides extra 
security. Providers seeing chil-
dren in Hennepin County may 
suggest an early second dose of 
the MMR vaccine during routine 
appointments.

MDH recommends children 
get their first MMR vaccine at 12 
months. Babies younger than 12 
months may have some protec-
tion from their mothers if their 
mothers have been vaccinated or 
have had measles.

Vaccine recommendations 
may expand if the measles out-
break spreads to more com-

munities. MDH and Hennepin 
County are working to identify 
all places where people could 
have been exposed to measles. 
They are contacting parents of 
children who were exposed and 
are at risk of getting measles to 
provide them with instructions.

Minnesotans who have re-
ceived the MMR vaccine are 
considered protected. MDH en-
courages people to check their 
records to confirm that they and 
their children have received the 
MMR vaccine. Many Minneso-
tans can request their vaccina-
tion records by visiting Immuni-
zation Records Requests.

For parents concerned about 
the cost of immunizations, the 
Minnesota Vaccines for Chil-
dren Program provides free or 
low-cost vaccines for eligible 
children through age 18. More 
information is available at Can 
My Child Get Free or Low Cost 
Shots?

“This is about unvaccinated 
children, not specific communi-
ties,” Minnesota Health Com-
missioner Dr. Ed Ehlinger said. 
“There are people of all back-
grounds around the state who 
have chosen not to protect them-
selves or their children. Often 
that decision is based on good 
intentions and inaccurate infor-
mation. It’s the responsibility 
of all of us who care about the 
health of Minnesota children to 
make sure people have accurate 
information and take action to 
protect their families and their 
communities.”

Measles symptoms include a 
high fever, cough, runny nose 
and watery eyes followed by a 
rash that typically spreads from 
head to the rest of the body. 
It spreads easily by coughing, 
sneezing or even being in the 
same room with someone who 
has measles. Most people in 
Minnesota are immune either 
from having been vaccinated 
or from having had the disease. 
However, in recent years vac-
cine rates have declined in some 
communities and groups – often 
due to fears related to misinfor-
mation about vaccine risks.

For more information on mea-
sles and for updates as the inves-
tigation continues, please visit 
Measles.
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Notice

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

Legal Notices

Foreclosure

17-105521
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  June 
20, 2003
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$118,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Corey R. 
Winter and Nicole M. Winter, 
Husband and Wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  1001625-0005863524-5 
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Sterling State Bank
SERVICER:  Seterus, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed June 23, 2003, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A 311960
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:  Assigned 
to: JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association; Thereafter 
assigned to Federal National 
Mortgage Association.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 4 in Block 14, In the original 
town (now city) of Owatonna, 
Minnesota, subject to easement 
dated the 1st day of September, 
1982, and recorded on the 
2nd day of September, 1982, 
in Book 170, Page 488 as 
document #184321 covering the 
West 9 Feet of Lot 4 in Block 14 
in the original town (now city) of 
Owatonna, Minnesota
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  221 
Main St E, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-100-1404
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:  
Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$96,911.10
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been 
complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property 
will be sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
May 23, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if 
the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. 
on November 23, 2017, or the 
next business day if November 
23, 2017 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
 
 

Dated: March 31, 2017
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Ronald G. 
Dagit and Shirley A. Pichner, 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc., a 
California corporation n/k/a Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A., successor by 
merger to Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage, Inc.
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: The 
Bank of New York Mellon Trust 
Company, N.A. as successor-
in-interest to all permitted 
successors and assigns of 
JPMorgan Chase Bank as 
Trustee for MASTR Alternative 
Loan Trust 2003-5, Mortgage 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2003-5 by assignment 
recorded on January 3, 2017 as 
Document Number A000411299 
in the Office of the County 
Recorder of Steele County, 
Minnesota.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$37,350.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: March 
25, 2003
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on March 26, 2003 as 
Document Number A308726 in 
the Office of the County Recorder 
of Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$31,390.95
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: N 1/2 of Lot 26, 
Block 3, E. Abbott`s Second 
Addition to the City of Owatonna, 
Minnesota, except the East 7 
feet of said N 1/2, Steele County, 
Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 327 GROVE AVE 
N, OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Steele County, Minnesota
 TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc., a 
California corporation n/k/a Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A., successor by 
merger to Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-108-0326
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to 
recover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if the 
action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been 
returned unsatisfied, in whole or 
in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 
23, 2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
Minnesota
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 

law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from 
the date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, you 
must vacate the premises by 
11:59 p.m. on November 27, 
2017.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: March 29, 2017

THE BANK OF NEW YORK 
MELLON TRUST COMPANY, 

N.A. AS SUCCESSOR-
IN-INTEREST TO ALL 

PERMITTED SUCCESSORS 
AND ASSIGNS OF JPMORGAN 

CHASE BANK AS TRUSTEE 
FOR MASTR ALTERNATIVE 

LOAN TRUST 2003-5, 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2003-

5
Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, 
P.A.

By:                /s/  
 

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

The Academy Professional 
Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(17-0368-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Benjamin 
T. Flemke and Nicole L. 
Cunningham a/k/a Nicole L. 
Flemke, both single people
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: None.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $105,650.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
November 16, 2004
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on November 18, 
2004 as Document Number 
A000327386 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$86,860.07
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 18 in Block 1 
in O`Briens Addition to the City 
of Owatonna Minnesota. Except; 
the North 50 feet of said Lot 18, 
intending to release the South 
8 1/4 feet of vacated alley and 
North 41 3/4 feet of said Lot 18, 
Steele County, Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 508 MOUND 
STREET, OWATONNA, MN 
55060-2828
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-127-0121

Estate

Probate

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION

AMENDED NOTICE AND 
ORDER OF HEARING ON 

AMENDED PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-626

Estate of 
     Shirley I. Wanous,   
  Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on May 15, 2017, at 10:45 
a.m., a hearing will be held in 
this Court at Owatonna Fire Hall, 
107 W. Main Street, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent dated, 
October 14, 2004, and  (“Will”), 
and for the appointment of Marilyn 
Reistad, whose address is 849 NE 
36th Street, Owatonna, MN, 55060 
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in  an 
UNSUPERVISED administration.  
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing.  If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 

TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to 
recover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if the 
action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been 
returned unsatisfied, in whole or 
in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 
30, 2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from 
the date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is reduced 
by judicial order, you must vacate 
the premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
November 30, 2017.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: April 5, 2017

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY
 LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:      /s/
 

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

The Academy Professional 
Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(17-0408-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

4/11, 4/18, 4/25
 5/2, 5/9, 5/16

Notice

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN 
COUNTY OF STEELE  

IN DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File  Number: 74-CV-17-532

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

In the Matter of the Petition 
of Federal National Mortgage 
Association for an Order directing 
entry of a new certificate of title after 
mortgage foreclosure.
_________________________

TO: JANET L. ETHERTON

Upon receiving and filing the Report 
of Examiner of Titles in the above 
entitled matter, IT IS HEREBY 
ORDERED, that you and all 
persons interested, appear before 
this Court on the 22nd day of May, 
2017 at 9:30 a.m., Steele County 
Courthouse, 107 West Main Street, 
Owatonna, Minnesota, and then, or 
as soon thereafter as said matter 
can be heard, show cause, if any 
there may be, why this Court should 
not enter an Order as follows:

That the Registrar of Titles, upon 
the filing with him of a certified copy 
of this Order cancel Certificate of 
Title No. 10399 and enter a new 
Certificate of Title for Lot 7, Block 2, 
Brooktree, (an Addition to the City 
of Owatonna, Minnesota.) in favor 
of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association free of the memorial of 
the following documents: 

#T000025494; #T000021515; 
#T000021516; #T000025027; 
#T000025498;  #T000025499; 
#T000025773; #T000029005; 
#T000030781; #T000030782; 
#T000031922; #T000032178; 
#T000051393; #T000067065; 
#T000067096; #T000073604;
#T000073884; #T000073886;
#T000073887;and T000074008;

and free of the memorial of this 
Order, but subject to all other 
memorials and recitals appearing on 
Certificate of Title No. 10399.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that 
this Order be served:

(a) at least 10 days prior to such 
hearing upon the above named 
parties residing in this State in the 
manner provided by law for the 
service of Summons in a civil action;

(b) it shall be served at least 14 
days prior to such hearing upon any 
of the above named non-residents 
by sending a copy of this Order to 
such non-residents their post office 
address, by registered or certified 
mail, with a return receipt requested;

(c) it shall be served upon any party 
who cannot be found by two weeks 
published notice and by sending a 
copy of this Order at least 14 days 
prior to the hearing by first class 
mail to their address as stated on 
the Certificate of Title if an address 
is so stated.

(d) upon a dissolved, withdrawn or 
revoked business entity governed 
by Minn. Stat., Chp. 302A, 303, 
317A, 322A, 322B or 323 in the 
manner provided by Minn. Stat. 
5.25. (Note: return date on the Order 
to Show Cause must be at least 30 
days after the date of mailing by the 
Secretary of State).

YOU NEED NOT APPEAR IF YOU 
DO NOT OBJECT TO THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED. 

BY THE COURT,
/s/ Karen Duncan 4/5/2017
Judge of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner:

The Academy Law Group
Rebecca F. Schiller
The Academy Professional Building
25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

Approved as to form:

By: /s/ David L. Einhaus
David L Einhaus, Examiner of Titles

4/25, 5/2

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION

NOTICE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-676

Estate of 
    Phyllis D. Reynolds
       AKA Phyllis Delores 
Reynolds   
Decedent

Notice is given that an 
application for informal probate of 
the Decedent’s will dated February 
25, 2010,  and separate writing(s) 
under Minnesota Statues section 
424.2-513 (“Will”), has been filed 
with the Registrar. The application 
has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Richard Dean Peterson, 6649 
Harlan Drive, Eden Prairie, MN 
55346 as personal representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. Unless 
objections are filed with the Court 
(pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the personal 
representatives has full power to 
administer the Estate, including, 
after 30 days from the date of 
issuance of letters, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease, or distribute 
real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will or appointment of the 
Personal Representative must be 
filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the filing of 
an appropriate petition and proper 
notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate 
proceedings be given to the 
Attorney General pursuant to 
Minnesota Statues section 
501B.41, subdivision 5.

BY THE COURT,

Kris Schmitz
Registrar

4/18/2017

5/2. 5/9

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN 
COUNTY OF STEELE  

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File  Number: 
74-CV-17-607

Case Type: Harassment

Notice of Issuance of 
Harassment Order 

For Relief by Publication

Kimberly Gaalawyk O/B/O 
Minor Children
------------------------------------
Petitioner(s)

vs.

Jarrod Stencel
-------------------------------------
Respondent(s)

To Respondent named above:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that a Harassment Order For 
Relief has been issued in the 
above matter.

A hearing is scheduled for 
_____________at ________.m. at 
___________________.

You may request on this matter 
if you file a Request For Hearing 
with the Court within 45 days 
issuance of the Harassment 
Order For Relief. You may 
obtain a copy of the Harassment 
Order For Relief from the court 
administrator’s office at the 
following address: Steele County 
Courthouse, 107 West Main 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060.

Failure to appear at the schedule 
hearing or to obtain a copy of the 
Harassment Order For Relief will 
not be a defense to prosecution 
for violation of the Court’s order.

Kim Wobschall  4.26.2017
Court Administrator/Deputy

5/2, 5/9

Federal National Mortgage 
Association ("Fannie Mae")

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY ______________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060
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administer the Estate including 
the power to collect all assets, to 
pay all legal debts, claims, taxes 
and expenses, to sell real and 
personal property, and to do all 
necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT,

Joseph A. Bueltel
Judge of District Court

4/18/2017

Sonia Kocher
Court Administrator

4/18/2017

Attorney for Petitioner
David L. Einhaus

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver 
& Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue
P.O. Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 26190
Telephone: (507) 451-3580

FAX: (507) 451-3532
Email: einhaus@

owatonnalawyers.com

4/25, 5/2
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Lane closures underway
on Highway 14 by Owatonna

Lane closures on Highway 
14 between Interstate 35 and 
Steele County Road 45 began 
May 1 as crews prepare to 
replace two bridges on this 
stretch of highway south of 
Owatonna, according to the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation. 

Later this week, the 
northbound Interstate 35 off-
ramp to Highway 14 east at 
Owatonna will close and traffic 
will be detoured. Motorists 
traveling northbound on I-35 
to eastbound Hwy 14 will be 
detoured. The detour route 
involves three traffic ramp 
loops: Hwy 14 west ramp to 
the I-35 south ramp to the 
Hwy 14 east ramp to connect 
with eastbound traffic. Traffic 
on Hwy 14 will travel in 
single lanes in each direction 
in the westbound lanes during 
construction. 

The traffic changes are part 
of an overall project south of 
Owatonna where 10 bridges 
will be replaced over two 
years on I-35 (six bridges) 
and Hwy 14 (four bridges). 

Meanwhile traffic on I-35 

south of Owatonna continues 
to travel in single lanes in each 
direction in the northbound 
lanes. Southbound lanes are 
closed until mid-September 
while three bridges are 
replaced. The Straight River 
Rest Area for southbound 
traffic is closed during 
construction. The northbound 
rest area is under construction 
and is expected to open later 
in the summer. 

Traffic backups are 
likely on I-35, especially 
on weekends. Motorists 
can decrease traffic backup 
dangers and move more 
efficiently through a merge 
point by using both lanes 
of traffic while approaching 
the merge. To learn more, to 
go MnDOT’s website on the 
“zipper merge” www.dot.
state.mn.us/zippermerge/. 

MnDOT has signs posted 
10 miles out warning of 
the potential of I-35 traffic 
backups and will have flashing 
signals activated when 
backups are occurring to alert 
drivers of slower moving or 
stopped traffic ahead. 

On I-35, bridges over 
the Straight River, Turtle 
Creek and the Union Pacific 
Railroad are being replaced. 
On Highway 14, bridges 
over the Straight River and 
the Union Pacific Railroad 
are being replaced. Bridges 
southbound on I-35 and 
eastbound on Highway 14 
are being replaced in 2017. 
The adjacent northbound and 
westbound bridges will be 
replaced in 2018. 

Lunda Construction 
Company is the prime 
contractor for the $29.6 
million project. Motorists 
interested in more information 
about the project, may visit 
the MnDOT project website 
at www.dot.state.mn.us/d6/
projects/steelecty-bridge/
index.html and sign up for 
email updates on the project. 

Motorists should always be 
attentive, drive with caution, 
slow down in work zones and 
never enter a road blocked 
with barriers or cones. For 
real-time traffic information 
in Minnesota, call 511, visit 
www.511mn.org. 

The Minnesota Department 
of Transportation in Rochester 
commemorated Worker 
Memorial Day on Thursday 
honoring workers who 
died on the job on MnDOT 
construction and maintenance 
projects. 

Since 1960, 34 MnDOT 
employees and 15 private 
sector contractors have died 
while working on Minnesota 
highways. In MnDOT District 
6, the 11-county region in 
southeast Minnesota, which 
includes Steele and Dodge 
counties, six workers have 
died while working since 
1960. 

They include: 
Eugene Mitchell: He died 

working for MnDOT while in 
District 6 on April 23, 1964.

Earl D. Held: He died 
while on a survey crew. He 
was on Highway 65 when 3 of 
the 4 men were struck by an 
automobile on Oct. 30, 1964.

Roy Carls: He was on his 
way home from a meeting 
when his vehicle left the road 
and hit a bridge abutment. He 
died March 2, 1968.

Jerry Holter: He was 
struck and run over by a truck 
while performing inspection 
duties on Oct. 16, 1973.

Grayston Cain: He lost 
his life when he was struck 
by a truck while he was 
performing inspection duties 
on Aug. 28, 1980.

Thomas Schmit: He 
fell from a falsework deck 
suspended under a bridge and 
drowned in the Mississippi 
River on Oct. 21, 1994.

In recognition of Worker 
Memorial Day, the Interstate 
35W bridge in Minneapolis 
was lit orange on Friday. 
In Rochester the event was 
held a day earlier. Mayor 
Ardell Brede has proclaimed 
Thursday, April 27 as Worker 
Memorial Day in Rochester. 
A proclamation was read at 
the Rochester event. 

“Each year, we gather 
for a moment to recognize 
and remember the men 
and women who have lost 
their lives while working 
on Minnesota’s highways,” 
said Jeff Vlaminck, district 
engineer in District 6. “Our 

construction season is taking 
off with many projects started 
or beginning next week, so 
this is a timely reminder for 
everyone to focus on safe 
driving in work zones. We 
want all of our workers to 
safely return to their families 
at the end of each day.” 

Motorists suffer the vast 
majority of work zone 
deaths and injuries. MnDOT 
encourages motorists to follow 
these recommendations in 
work zones: 

• Stay alert  
• Watch for signs, 

equipment and workers  
• Minimize distractions, 

such as using cell phones, 
eating or drinking  

• Avoid tailgating  
• Follow posted speed 

limits and directional signs
• Stay in one lane while 

driving through a work 
zone  Visit www.mndot.gov/
workermemorial/ to learn 
more about the permanent 
worker memorial located at 
MnDOT’s Central Office in 
St. Paul.  

MnDOT commemorates 
Worker Memorial Day

The Minnesota Senate 
passed House File 707, 
the 2017 omnibus Legacy 
Finance bill. The Legacy bill 
appropriates funding from the 
proceeds of the 2008 Clean 
Water, Land, and Legacy 
Constitutional Amendment. 
The bill includes $200,000 
for a new Veterans Memorial 
Grants program to help 
complete veterans memorials 
in Rice County and Waseca 
County.

These projects were 
originally introduced as 
individual bills before being 

referred to the Legacy 
Committee. Senate File 693, 
authored by Sen. John Jasinski 
(R-Faribault), provided 
funding for the Rice County 
memorial, and Senate File 
2146, co-authored by Sen. 
Jasinski, funded the Waseca 
County memorial.

“These memorials have 
been in the works for a long 
time now,” said Sen. Jasinski. 
“The volunteers who have 
been spearheading both the 
Rice County and Waseca 
County memorials have done 
a terrific job of raising private 

donations, and I’m glad 
Minnesota is able to come 
through and help them get 
over the finish line.”

Rather than funding these 
individual projects, the Legacy 
Committee created a new 
Veterans Memorial Grants 
program to handle requests 
for veterans memorials 
throughout Minnesota. The 
program will be managed 
by the Department of 
Administration. Currently, 
Rice County and Waseca 
County are the only projects 
that have requested funding.

Senate passes funding for Waseca, 
Rice County veterans memorials

Little Theatre of Owatonna 
is pleased to announce the 
cast for the summer Musical 
“Funny Girl” opening June 16.

The musical is set in and 
around New York City just 
prior to and following World 
War I.  Ziegfeld Follies star 
Fanny Brice, awaiting the 
return of her husband, Nicky 
Arnstein, from prison, reflects 
on their life together, and their 
story is told as a flashback.  
The story is told with comedy, 
drama, romance and plenty of 
music including, “People” and 
“Don’t Rain On My Parade”. 

The Cast:
Emma Hellevik (Fanny 

Brice) Kenneth Griswold 
(Nick Arnstein), Isaiah 
DaMitz (Eddie), Heather 

Burke (Mrs. Brice), Vidette 
Ostermeier (Mrs. Strakosh), 
Gail Zollner (Mrs. Omalley), 
Diane Suarz (Mrs. Meeker), 
Christine Johnson (Emma, 
chorus), Michael Burke (John, 
ensemble), Ron Hager (Mr. 
Renaldi, Paul, Heckie), Bill 
Wood (Mr. Keeney ), Jerry 
Qualley (Florenz Ziegfeld), 
Don Hettinga (Wedding 
Tenor, ensemble), Ethan Pick 
(ensemble, chorus), Dave 
Phillips (ensemble, chorus), 
Sherry Khuns, (ensemble), and 
Heather Speiker (ensemble).

Show Girls and ensemble: 
Alyssa Crum, Kara 

Kubista, Michelle Minton, 
Kenna DaMitz, and Deirdra 
Jorgensen.

Orchestra:

Herbie Rand violin, Moriah 
Dant-violin, Lisa Revier-cello, 
Howard Kittleson-string bass, 
Marla Holt-flute, Alana Pekuri-
clarinet and saxophone, Mark 
Kuklok-trumpet, Jon Holt 
-trumpet, Suzette Kuklok-
horn, Craig Kautz-trombone, 
Daniel Nolte-percussion, and 
Kristi Westigard-keyboard. 

Artistic Director is Linda 
Karnauskas, Musical Director 
Larry Ostermeier, Technical 
Director Brenda Hager, 
Orchestra Leader Ray Lacina, 
and Choreographer Katie 
Gillespie.

Performances of ‘Funny 
Girl’ will be 7:30 p.m. on June 
16, 17, 22, 23 and 24. Matinee 
performances will be 2 p.m. on 
June 18 and 25.

LTO’s ‘Funny Girl’ cast announced

St. Columbanus hosts spring fair

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Some tasty pork sandwiches were served by smiling volunteers at the annual Council of Catholic 
Women of St. Columbanus Church of Blooming Prairie Spring Fair on Sunday, April 23. Working 
the food line were Pam Hameister, Sandy Jones and Pam Smith.

More sunlight and warm 
temperatures frequently inspire 
homeowners to spend more 
time in the great outdoors during 
spring and summer. 

Outdoor projects often top 
homeowners’ to-do lists in spring 
and summer, with gardens and 
landscapes taking center stage. 
Planting more trees around the 
yard is one popular project that 
can improve property value and 
benefit the environment.

Why plant trees?
There are plenty of reasons 

to plant trees. Trees provide a 
natural form of shade, reducing 
air temperature by blocking 
the sun’s rays. This can reduce 
reliance on air conditioning 
systems and make it more 
comfortable to spend time 
outdoors during the summer.

North Carolina State 
University College of Agriculture 
& Life Sciences says trees absorb 
and block noise and reduce glare. 
They also can trap dust, pollen 
and smoke. Trees also absorb 
carbon dioxide and potentially 
harmful gasses from the air. One 
large tree can supply a day’s 
worth of oxygen for as many as 
four people, while also storing 13 
pounds of carbon per year.

Getting started
Visit a garden center or nursery 

and select a tree that will be hardy 
in your planting zone. Choosing 
native trees can increases the 
likelihood that the new tree 
will adapt to its surroundings. 
Also, inspect trees to determine 
if they’re healthy before taking 
them home. Look for evidence 
of root girdling, which occurs 
when the roots circle around the 
perimeter of the container and 
surround the trunk. Trees should 
not have any dead or dormant 
branches.

How to plant a tree for successful growth 
The DIY Network suggests 

locating the tree where it can 
thrive. This means selecting a 
spot that can make it easier for 
the tree to grow tall and wide. 
Avoid planting near the house, 
where roots can crack concrete 
or asphalt, and always plant 
away from underground pipes.

Planting the tree
Now it is time to amend the 

soil. It’s not enough to enrich 
only the soil in the hole where the 
tree will be placed. Move out into 
a circular area beyond where the 
roots will start so that roots can 
expand and properly anchor the 
tree. The next method of success 
is to ensure that the tree has a 
large enough hole to contain the 
existing root ball and allow for 
roots to grow and expand. Better 
Homes and Gardens experts say 

to prepare a hole that is two to 
three times as wide as the root 
ball of the tree. Treat the root ball 
gently. If the roots are wrapped 
in burlap, remove the burlap or 
push it to the bottom of the hole.

Backfill the hole with soil and 
check that the tree is straight. 
Stake the tree to help it stay 
upright and straight until the 
roots anchor it more effectively. 
A layer of mulch around the base 
of the tree can prevent weeds and 
reduce water loss. Water daily 
for several weeks until the roots 
have fanned out.

It’s best to leave trees be for 
the first growing season, only 
removing broken or diseased 
limbs. Resist pruning and shaping 
until the tree has survived its first 
growing season.
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Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Excavating

Sanitation & Recycling

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

PANTHER OF THE WEEK

This week’s Panther of the 
Week is Chase Johannsen. He 
is the son of Dustin and Jill 
Johannsen and they live in 
Geneva. He is in Mrs. Ihrke’s 
2nd grade class.

Chase has a great sense 
of humor! He is a pleaser 
and works hard every day 
at school. Chase is super 

responsible and is a positive 
role model in our classroom. 
He is kind to everyone and 
has many friends.

Chase wants to be a cop 
when he grows up. He 
enjoys football, baseball, and 
soccer and he loves to collect 
Pokemon cards. His favorite 
food is tacos. 

Keep up the great work 
Chase!

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE

401 4th St SE, 
Blooming Prairie MN 55917

507.583.6699
msundine@bgclubroch.org

www.bgclubroch.org

A place for all kids to feel welcome.

A place that nurtures kids—a place where they can grow. 

A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.

The Boys & Girls Club of Blooming Prairie is 

the place for everyone.

16 oz. can refried beans
1/4 c. chopped green 
onions
4 oz. can chopped green 
chilies
1/2 c. mild or hot taco sauce

1 1/2 c. shredded Monterey 
Jack cheese
1 c. fi nely-shredded lettuce
1 tomato, diced
1 c. chopped black olives

Spread beans in the bottom of a smal serving dish, about 6” around.
Neatly layer ingredients in order listed.

Refrigerate until serving time. 
Serve will corn/tortilla chips

Layered Nacho Dip

Recipe Corner
Sponsored by:

KREJCI FORD
15TH PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER
Blooming Prairie
583-2046

RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED.

by
Joyce Johns

Ambulance tours
MADD crash car

Refreshments
Door prizes

Blooming 
Prairie 

Ambulance
Garage

A M B U L A N C E 
O P E N  H O U S E

T U E S D A Y  •  M A Y  1 6  •  4 - 7  P . M .

Located on south end of BP

Nat i o N a l EMS WE E k  May 21-27

Saturday, May 6, 2017
2:00 – 4:00 PM

Johnson, Doerhoefer & Miner PA
314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie

Cookies & Coffee will be served

Retirement Party Open House
Honoring Jan Miner!

stick with your loyal companion.
Your community newspaper is still the leading source for everything 
you need to know.

87% of all Minnesota adults read a paper each week. Want trust? 
Look no further. 

In a time of uncertainties...

411 E. Main Street | PO Box 247
(507) 583-4431 | Fax (507) 583-4445

E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net   •   www.bloomingprairieonline.com

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
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