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605 Hillcrest Ave. • Suite 200  
Owatonna, MN 55060 

maevenaesthetics.com

Make Your Day Beautiful
True beauty is found within but sometimes we need a little something extra on the 

outside, too. At Maeven Aesthetics, we can help you with:

Skin Solutions • Facials & Peels • Teeth Whitening • Injectables

OUR SERVICES:
• Laser Skin Treatment • Skin Resurfacing  

• Skinpen Microneedling • Massage Therapy • Botox • Fillers  
• Chemical Peels • PRP • Hydrafacial • Derma Peel

4455 West Frontage Road, Owatonna, MN • 507-444-0303 • timberlodgesteakhouse.com

Reserve today by emailing:
tlodge@timberlodgeowa.com

A Reception to RememberA Reception to Remember
Our banquet room is available for showers, rehearsal dinners and weddings.  

We can provide you with an outstanding experience for any private function needs.
We can accommodate up to 50 people comfortably and our knowledgeable staff  

will help you organize and plan your special event. 
We have options available for table linens of your choice and personalized menus  

for your special event on any budget that your guests will truly enjoy.

Discover how amazing 
your wedding can be!!

7921 S County Rd 45  Owatonna MN
dan@oakviewweddingsandevents.com

507-456-4404
Oak

view
wed

ding
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Oak View has spectacular indoor and outdoor 
entertainment spaces with stunning attention to details!
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Events Open to the Public

Your Destination For Elegance

For more information, contact
Michelle Pederson

Director of Sales & Membership

130 E. Vine Street x Owatonna, MN x 507-330-7013

 - Emotional Freedom 
   Techniques

- Massage Therapy
- Mind-Body Coaching

(AKA Tapping) 

Beneficial for:
   • Building Stress Resilience
   • Achieving Goals
Reduces:
   • Depression & Anxious Thoughts
   • Trauma Symptoms & PTSD
   • Cravings & Addictions

314 N. Cedar Ave, Owatonna
507-451-7673

www.cedarfloral.com

Special Flowers 
for your 

Special Day!

What’s trendy 
for weddings

BY RENEE BERG

F rom custom cocktails to food 
trucks and digital guestbooks, 
couples marrying this season are 

faced with myriad choices when it comes 
to planning their wedding day.

“For other brides planning their 
wedding, I’d encourage them to take their 
time with planning and try not to get too 
stressed,” said Rochester’s Aynsley Allert. 
“Everyone will want to give you advice, but 
don’t feel pressure to bend to everyone’s 
whims and desires.”

“Lastly,” she added, “take time to enjoy 
being engaged.”

Allert is marrying fiancé Robert John-
son on Sept. 28, 2024, at Bearwood Event 
Barn in Byron. She declares it the perfect 
space for their hopefully perfect wedding.

One unique aspect of Bearwood wed-
dings is they can be indoors or outdoors, 
and the happy couple renting the space 
only needs to provide an hour’s notice of 
where they’d prefer to be. Allert said she 
and Johnson are planning an indoor wed-
ding but will move outside if it’s “perfect.”

“It is absolutely gorgeous and is exactly 
what we were looking for,” she said.

Outdoor weddings are becoming more 
popular, experts say, with barns, farms 
and even backyards as favored locations 
for today’s nuptials.

Why get married outside? Allert said 
for a few key reasons.

“Outdoor weddings offer several bene-
fits that indoor weddings don’t,” she said. 
“Outdoor wedding spaces tend to be more 
flexible in setting up and finding the per-
fect spot for the couple. Indoor weddings 
are often limited by the amount of space 
available and the configurations. Out-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Anysley Allert and Robert Johnson are 
planning to be married in September at 
Bearwood Event Barn in Byron.

See TRENDY on 11 ►
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Your Travel Guide to the World!Your Travel Guide to the World!
Traveling is the BestTraveling is the Best  

Stephanie Krause - Travel AgentStephanie Krause - Travel Agent  
Stephanie@travelingisthebest.comStephanie@travelingisthebest.com

travelingisthebest.comtravelingisthebest.com

507-990-7390507-990-7390

Not long ago, a bride 
found a dress she really 
liked but had scheduled 
appointments at two other 
stores. Both charged a $50 
cancellation fee.

“I always tell them, 
‘don’t make any commit-
ments today; just don’t… 
I’m always going to be 
here; you can come back,’” 
Pankowski said.

That bride ended up 
buying her dress somewhere 
else, “and I was so happy she 
found what was perfect for 
her,” Pankowski said, “and 
it was fun for me, because I 
don’t always get to see these 
dresses on someone.”

The Dress Shop is the 
only store like it within 
a 45-mile range, but the 

prices don’t reflect that.
The most expensive 

wedding gown Pankow-
ski carries – and it must 
be special ordered – is 
about $1,500.

Mothers’ dresses range 
from $160 to $245; her most 
expensive special occasion 
dress is about $400.

“That’s why I like the 
(gown) vendors I have,” 
she said. “I don’t feel right 
charging someone that 
much money. I want to 
keep it reasonable.”

She offers sizes up to 
5X; a recent shipment of 
prom dresses ranged from 
size 6 to size 20.

Other options
Pankowski got her start 

in formal wear back in 
2011, when she and a friend 
opened a consignment 
shop in Rochester.

“Economically, it just 
makes sense,” she said, of of-
fering consignment options 
at The Dress Shop, in addi-
tion to her new pre-ordered 
and new off-the-rack gowns.

“A person wore it once 
for three hours,” she said 
of prom dresses, specifical-
ly. “I’ll have it dry-cleaned 
and sell it for half” of the 

original price.
The Rochester store 

closed in 2016, as Pankows-
ki’s daughter entered junior 
high and life got busier.

That daughter’s prom 
dress is for now in Owa-
tonna – though as a high 
school senior in 2020, she 
didn’t have the chance to 
wear it, thanks to COVID.

“So I hung on to it, 
knowing I wanted to do 
this shop, so I could sell it,” 
Pankowski said.

In reality, her dream 
started even earlier, though 
“it took me a while to figure 
it out. I kind of knew at a 
young age, maybe 10 or 11, 
that I wanted to be a party 
planner,” she said. “I loved 
everything about weddings; 
I loved everything about 
birthday parties.

“I loved setting up and 
decorating and helping out.”

Then came the epipha-
ny after years in finance 
and accounting, thinking 
about her father, and re-
membering something an 
aunt once told her:

“She said, ‘do what you 
love to do, not what you 
have to do,’” Pankowski 
said. “That always stuck 
with me.”

Happily ever after
The Dress Shop is open 

Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Tuesdays and Fridays 
are reserved for appoint-
ments, which are required 
for tuxedo rental selection.

Pankowski still works 
part-time doing bookkeep-
ing for a local manufactur-
er, until the shop takes off.

As she builds her busi-
ness, she also continues to 
learn; a friend is teach-
ing her the intricacies of 
alterations. Currently, 
she refers customers to 
outside seamstresses.

Halvorson has stayed 
on for now, Pankowski 
said, sharing valuable 
experience.

“The fact that she grew 
such a good customer base 
over the years says some-
thing,” she said.

Her clients, she said, 
can expect honest feed-
back and guidance while 
shopping, “but in the end, 
they’ll choose what they 
feel good in. If they feel 
confident, then they feel 
pretty.”

Formal wear store doesn’t miss a beat
◄ WEAR STORE from 4

The perfect setting for your Wedding, 
to celebrate with family and friends.
Our banquet hall can accommodate up 
to 325 guests.
Smaller gatherings can be intimate and private.
we can be host for your business meetings, 
anniversaries, company dinners or any other 
special occasion.
We provide full-service meals, bar service, 
large dance floor, and linen service
Our lounge area is available to reserve for 
small gatherings, birthday's and retirement 
parties.

For Reservations Call Ron Conn at 251-442-5509

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Karie Pankowski holds one of the new arrivals at The Dress 
Shop – a glittery, silver prom dress in a size 20. The store 
also offers consignment prom dresses, as well as new 
special-order and new off-the-rack gowns for all occasions.
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COURTESY RUSSELL-HEATER PHOTOGRAPHY
Man’s best friend has become a staple at many weddings. 

A 4-legged weddingg
BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
MAILTO:EDITORDCI@KMTEL.COM

S o, you really 
want your best 
friend at your 

wedding. But it’s not quite 
as simple as it sounds, 
because your best friend 
might try to run off with 
some food from the buffet 
table, or jump around 
during the ceremony, or 
if the wedding is outside, 
chase a squirrel that 
comes too close.

Yes, your best friend is 
your dog, and you really 
want him or her to be part 
of the big day.

It turns out that more 
and more couples want 
their dogs to be part of the 
wedding, and there are 
people who can help.

Lara Leinen is one of 
those people. She is the 
owner of Doggy Social, a 
business that specializes 
in providing pet attendant 
services for weddings. The 
company is located in the 
Twin Cities, but offers ser-
vices throughout Minne-
sota, including southeast 
Minnesota and Rochester.

Leinen said she started 
the pet attendant business 
in 2018. This was after she 
could find no one to help 
her find a way for her pet, 

in this a case a cat, to be in 
her wedding. Shortly after 
her wedding, she said, she 
adopted a dog, and it was 
then she knew that there 
was potential in her idea.

And she quickly found 
out that many couples 
want their pets to be 
part of the wedding. Her 
business, she said, takes 
pets to about 100 weddings 
a year throughout Minne-
sota. Some couples simply 
want the dog to be part 
of the official photograph 
sessions. In other cases, 
they want the dog to be at 
the ceremony and perhaps 
walk down the aisle with a 
bridesmaid.

What kind of couple 
wants their pets at the 
wedding?

“These are people who 
love their dogs,” Leinen 
said. “They are level-head-
ed beautiful people.”

Doggy Social’s busi-
ness model is based on 
“pet attendants” who 
attend the wedding with 
the dog. Leinen said that 
a pet attendant will pick 
the dog up from home be-
fore the wedding and stay 
with the animal until 
they are returned home 
after the event.

Some dogs love it, and 
others may have anxiety, 

she said, and the pet at-
tendant can make it work 
for all. Some dogs will do 
better if they come before 
the ceremony and are only 
part of the picture taking. 
Other couples do want the 
dog to take a more active 
role in the ceremony or at 
least be present when the 
dog is comfortable in that 
environment. If the idea 
is to have a bridesmaid, 
for example, walk the pup 
down the aisle, the pet at-
tendant is always nearby 
to step in if needed.

One rule, she said, is 
that generally the dog is 
taken home before the 
reception starts.

She added that it is not 
always necessary that the 
pet attendant meet the 
dog before the ceremony, 
but during the planning 
process, there is plenty of 
communication with the 
couple about their dog, so 
the day goes smoothly.

She says she is very 
particular about who she 
has as a pet attendant as 
they must be someone 
who can relate to the 
animal. She has five or 
six attendants to handle 
her Minnesota clients and 
said she has also expand-
ed her business to several 
other states.

Shannon Granholm, 
newspaper editor, dog 
lover, and weekend pet 
attendant and pet atten-
dant manager for Doggy 
Social, says they provide 

a much-needed service. 
And, she said, involving 
the dog goes beyond sim-
ply having him or her at 
the wedding.

“A pet attendant is such 
a necessary service for 
the wedding industry,” 
she said. “I didn’t have my 
dog Frosty in my wedding 
because the service didn’t 
exist at the time, and we 
didn’t want to pawn her off 
on a relative or friend all 
day. It’s been so fun getting 
to meet dogs of all breeds 
and sizes. It’s also been so 
cool to see how every cou-
ple incorporates their dog 
into their big day, whether 
it is having a cocktail 
inspired after their pup, 
customized cufflinks or 
napkins or dog treat goodie 
bags for their guests.”

Help available for 
including Man’s 
best friend
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Divanyx is ‘the’ place 
for area weddings

BY RENEE BERG

F or Christian 
Bohlen and Abby 
Dedina of Bloom-

ing Prairie, their wedding 
venue was a no-brainer. 
They’d been to a wedding 
at Divanyx Event Center & 
Photography and loved it.

The facility in Dodge 
Center allows couples 
to have their wedding 
indoors or out, and Dedina 
anticipates taking advan-
tage of both for her July 27 
wedding extravaganza.

“We had a friend get 
married there and she 
was like, maybe you’ll get 
married here one day,” 
said the bride-to-be. “We 
were like, let’s do it!”

Divanyx was formerly 
Coop’s Event Barn. Di-
vanyx got its start in 2011, 
with just photography 
and graphic design, said 
co-owner Aaron Hasley. In 
2021, he and wife Raquel 
Hasley bought Coop’s and 
“turned it into what it is 
today,” Aaron said.

Barns have become 
trendy locations for wed-
dings. When the Hasley’s 
first started with photo-
graphing weddings in 
2011, they were primarily 
church affairs. But since 

about 2016, the couple has 
noticed a change to outdoor 
spaces for area weddings.

“We saw that switch, 
and that’s what got us ex-
cited,” Aaron said. “That’s 
the biggest thing for us, 
switching from indoor 
spaces like churches to 

outdoor spaces.” 
When the pandemic hit, 
outdoor weddings took off 
even more. Some couples 
opt for having their cere-
mony outside at Divanyx, 
then eat inside. “On a good 
day, that’s what people do,” 
Aaron said. “They have 

the main bar outside and 
their dance outside. We can 
handle inside or outside.”

Their barn holds up to 
199 but outside couples can 
host up to 299 guests there.

Dedina said she and 
Christian are pretty “laid 
back” when it comes to all 
things, including wedding 
planning. As such, she said 
they appreciated every-
thing Divanyx had to offer.

The couple will rely on 
Divanyx for decorations 
and photos, as well as 
tables and chairs. Dedina’s 
uncle will gift them DJ 
talents and videography. 
And for food, they’ll serve 
Famous Dave’s. Dessert is 
what will set them apart, 
Dedina said, as they’re 
serving Dip n Dots.

It won’t be done in time 
for this couple’s wedding, 
but down the road couples 
will be able to be married 
at Divanyx year-round. 
Aaron said their “biggest 
dream” is a winterized 
facility on site.

“We are looking at 
starting the building next 
fall, and opening in 2026,” 
he said.

“Our biggest motto and 
belief is that the wedding 
is the couple’s day,” Aar-
on said.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Abby Dedina and Christian Bohlen of Blooming Prairie will be getting married later this summer at Divanyx Event Center 
near Dodge Center.

“Our biggest motto and  
belief is that the wedding  

is the couple’s day.”
Aaron Hasley 

Divanyx Event Co-Owner
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CALL  
TODAY!  
507-451-3920  
800-491-3922

CUSTOM

STATIONERY

Set up your appointment with one  
of our customer service staff. We are here  
to help you plan your special day! 

Save the Dates · Invites · Envelopes  
RSVP · Maps · Reception Invites 
Programs · Thank Yous · Posters

625 E. Main Street, Owatonna  
 | trimmgraphics.com

Wedding
PERSONALIZED  
FOR YOU!

CLASSIC AND ELEGANT
Setting for your Wedding and Reception

CLASSIC AND ELEGANT
Setting for your Wedding and Reception

infodir@oacarts.orginfodir@oacarts.orgwww.oacarts.orgwww.oacarts.org

Banquet room for up to 350 people
Hall Rental includes:
• Full table settings
• Full bar
• Stage for DJ
• Complete set-up,
 take down & clean-up

210 4th St. NW • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7884
BP Servicemen’s Club

Let us take care of you on your

SPECIAL DAY!

Facilities available to the public for 
banquets, weddings, family reunions, parties 

and gatherings of all sizes!

135 Oak Street • Owatonna
507-451-1001

VFW

Making Your WedddingMaking Your Weddding
an affair to rememberan affair to remember

door weddings also offer a 
certain type of whimsical 
aesthetics that you can’t 
find indoors.”

As for what’s trending 
with wedding cakes, well, 
nothing is. More and more 
couples are choosing to 
create a dessert bar, said 
Angela Larson of Angela 
Larson Baking of West 
Concord.

Allert confirms, saying 
“wedding cake alterna-
tives” are hot right now.

Dessert tables, cookies 
and other non-cake options 
are popular for her, Larson 
said. “It’s running the 
gambit but dessert tables 
seem to be the thing I’m 
seeing more of,” she said.

“Another thing coming 

back is replication cakes,” 
Larson said. “Brides 
want mom and dad’s cake 
redone. It’s interesting 
seeing what people are 
getting requests for.”

When it comes to flowers, 
it’s a race. Book early, said 
Mindy Hedberg, owner of 
Huckleberry Floral Design 
& Gift in Dodge Center. “We 
only have so much time and 
space so it’s important to 
get your florist booked as 
soon as possible, and have a 
realistic budget set.”

She’s seeing lots of clas-
sic white and green for wed-
dings now, though come 
summer and fall, she’ll 
also see peach and burnt 
orange. There’s also a lot of 
blue, and pastels are big.

Larger weddings are 

becoming the norm, said 
Katie Trelstad-Andrist, 
co-owner of Bearwood 
Event Barn near Oxbow 
Park in Byron. At Bear-
wood, long tables with fam-
ily-style food service is one 
popular wedding trend for 
these large weddings that 
are becoming all the rage.

Couples are also repur-
posing more. Instead of 
buying new, they’re going 
with second-hand items 
for decor, centerpieces 
and even the head table 
backdrop.

“I think sustainabil-
ity is becoming more 
popular just in general,” 
Trelstad-Andrist said of 
Bearwood, which focuses 
on weddings. “People are 
becoming more mindful.”

What’s trendy for weddings
◄ TRENDY from 7
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1620 S. Cedar Ave, Owatonna1620 S. Cedar Ave, Owatonna
(507) 451-0138(507) 451-0138

EverythiEverything You Need For ng You Need For 
Your Special Day!Your Special Day!


