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Home interior trends on the rise

Trends that seem ubiqui-
tous one day can seemingly 
vanish before the sun rises 
again just 24 hours later. 
That’s especially true in the 
digital age, when overnight 
celebrities and viral videos 
can be on the tips of every-
one’s tongue before being 
forgotten entirely when 
the next online sensation 
emerges in an increasingly 
rapid news cycle.

Home trends typically 
benefit from a longer shelf 
life than viral videos and 
other fads that originate 
on the internet, and 
that’s something renova-
tion-minded homeowners 
should consider when 
improving their homes. 
Homeowners preparing 
to do just that can consid-

er these notable trends, 
which the online renova-
tion experts at Houzz sug-
gest will be particularly 
popular in the year ahead.

• Rounded furnishings: 
Houzz noted that gen-
tle curves and rounded 
edges embody the organic 
modern styles that many 
current homeowners love. 
Rounded dining tables and 
similarly circular coffee 
tables may merit consider-
ation among homeowners 
who want to embrace 
popular trends.

• Arches: Houzz cites 
arches among the more 
popular modern trends, 
and the experts at Better 
Homes & Gardens note 
this unique, eye-catching 
style has been gaining pop-

ularity for several years. 
Better Homes & Gardens 
suggests that part of the 
appeal of arched doorways 
could be their deviation 
from a more traditional 
door shape. That unique-
ness draws the attention 
of residents and visitors 
alike, and Houzz notes that 
arched windows, cabi-
nets and even millwork 
details are part of the pivot 
toward arches.

• Stove alcoves: If it’s 
a touch of history home-
owners want, kitchen 
range alcoves might be 
just the project for them. 
Range alcoves call an 
earlier time to mind when 
wood burning stoves were 
commonplace. The report 
from Houzz notes range 

alcoves immediately draw 
attention, which undoubt-
edly adds to their appeal.

• Wood for warmth: 
Homeowners who hear 
“wood and warmth” 
might think fireplaces, 
but Houzz reports that 
wood elements are being 

incorporated into interi-
or designs as a means to 
giving homes a more cozy 
vibe. Ceiling beams, trim, 
wall paneling, and cabin-
etry are utilizing wood to 
add warmth to a home.

Trends come and go, 
but home trends typically 

have more staying power 
than styles that emerge in 
other arenas. Homeown-
ers who want to upgrade 
their home interiors can 
consider the latest trends 
and choose those that 
align with their own per-
sonal tastes.

Located in 
Dodge Center, Minnesota 

Easy access from 
Highway 14

507-374-6336 
24 Hour Access

MOVE IN  MOVE IN  
TODAY!TODAY!

254 Storage Units254 Storage Units
7 Unique Sizes7 Unique Sizes

Our Dodge Center storage units are fully fenced and  
well-lit with a code access gate and security cameras throughout!
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CHEAPEST OIL CHANGE AROUND!
Full Synthetic Full Synthetic 

Oil ChangeOil Change

$49.99$49.99
Up to  5 quartsUp to  5 quarts

1150 Hoffman Dr
Owatonna

507-774-9533
www.cartimeofowatonna.com

We treat every vehicle like it’s our own!

Isn’t it TIME you treat your vehicle right with CAR TIME?
We’re a full-service repair shop!

Our Family Keeping yours comfortable since 1969! 
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framing needs & ways to make

your home beautiful!
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Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-3460
centralparkframing.com
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  And so Much More!
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Now is time to prepare for winter

BY KAREN  
M. JORGENSEN

As fall arrives 
and winter ap-
proaches, now 

is the time to prepare your 
home for the coming cold.

Gary Laatsch, assistant 
manager at Ace Hardware 
in Owatonna, and Josh 
Proulx, his “right-hand 
man,” both urge home-
owners to get ready now 
and not wait until the first 
cold snap or snow hits.

“Fall is the time to 
winterize,” Laatsch said. 
Turn off the water to the 
outside faucets, sprinklers 
and valves. Empty all 
the outside water lines, 
Proulx said.

For underground sprin-
klers, Laatsch said, hire 
a professional. “We don’t 
recommend the homeown-
er do that themselves,” he 
said. If those lines freeze, 
he said, the repair cost can 
be expensive.

Both men also recom-
mend that furnaces should 
be checked every fall and 
homeowners should make 
sure they have a supply of 
furnace filters.

Older homes also can 
become less efficient in 
eliminating drafts, and 
many people use plastic 
sheeting that can easily be 
applied to windows to cut 
those drafts. Also, make 
sure to check the space 
at the bottom of doors 
and get a “door sweep” to 
control the draft.

Another inside the 
home project, Proulx said, 

is to check all the carbon 
monoxide and smoke de-
tectors and change out the 
batteries.

Once all the leaves 
are down, it’s time to 
clean those rain gutters, 
Laatsch and Proulx 
agreed. It’s not a fun job, 
they said, but leaves in 
the gutters can cause 
problems in the winter, 
including the formation 

of ice dams, which can 
damage roofs.

It’s also time to check 
all those items one needs 
to get through the winter.

Run your snowblower 

before it snows, Laatsch 
said. And know where 
your snow shovel is and 
get the salt you will need 
for the sidewalk. With the 
first snow of the season, 

or if a storm is coming, he 
said, “that day is one of the 
busiest we have.”

And while it is time to 
prepare for winter, it is 
also time to prepare your 
summer items for storage.

That includes winter-
izing RVs, campers and 
boats. Use fuel stabilizer 
or drain the gas from the 
lawnmower. Put the lawn 
furniture away.

Laatsch said if you have 
a shed, store the summer 
items there and bring the 
winter items to the garage. 
Reverse the process when 
spring arrives.

Being prepared and 
ready can take away the 
panic that comes with that 
first snowfall, Laatsch and 
Proulx agreed. The bottom 
line is do the work now, and 
don’t wait until it is too late.

“Fall is the time to winterize.”
Gary Laatsch

Ace Hardware

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Josh Proulx and Gary Laatsch, assistant manager at Ace Hardware in Owatonna, encourage all homeowners to start preparing their homes for winter now 
and not wait for the first snowfall.



OCTOBER 2025 FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT 5

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times

5

There’s never been a better time 
to upgrade to Carrier

comfort. Save up to $2,100 in 
Cool Cash rebates on a qualifying 

Carrier comfort system
*Limited Time Offer

408 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-2051
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Owatonna, MN 
507-451-2051
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comfort. Save up to $2,100 in 
Cool Cash rebates on a qualifying 

Carrier comfort system
*Limited Time Offer

408 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-2051

2019-
2024

  FOR EXPERT FURNACE & A/C SERVICE 
CONTACT US TODAY!

Book Your 2026 Landscape Now!

3108 4th St. NW, Austin • 507-433-32393108 4th St. NW, Austin • 507-433-3239
dolanslandscapecenter.comdolanslandscapecenter.com

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com
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Falling for savings!
Get ready for the seasons ahead with our fall savings 
event, going on now through 11/2! Save now on all the 
tools and equipment you need to tackle fall and winter.

Prepare for Winter now!

Commercial
battery tools

Commercial
gas tools

Commercial
mowers

Up to $300 off 
 Snow blowers 

15% off

While supplies last. Exclusions apply. Limited time offer.
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W I T H  A  H O M E  E Q U I T Y
L I N E  O F  C R E D I T  

Unlock
Y O U R  H O M E ’ S  P O T E N T I A L

www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDICwww.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC
1-800-872-56301-800-872-5630

PROUDLY SERVING
Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center

Hayfield | Mantorville | Rochester
IOWA: Clear Lake | Forest City | Lake Mills

In the market for a new home?
Begin your mortgage

application online!

146 West Broadway, Owatonna • 507-451-1169
Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl Hardwood • Ceramic

Custom Orders
Guaranteed Service

Free In-Home Estimates
Professional Installation

Let us help you choose from luxurious carpets in
thousands of colors and patterns or the

handcrafted beauty of exotic
and domestic hardwoods.

507-451-1444507-451-1444  aa  soubagreenhouse.comsoubagreenhouse.com

Southern Minnesota’sSouthern Minnesota’s
Largest SelectionLargest Selection

of Mums and Pumpkinsof Mums and Pumpkins

Souba GreenhouseSouba Greenhouse
4003 Crane Creek Road4003 Crane Creek Road

Owatonna, MN 55060Owatonna, MN 55060
2 miles west of McDonald’s2 miles west of McDonald’s

Open: Tue-Thur 12-5pm; Fri-Sat 9am-5pm; Sun 12-3pm Open: Tue-Thur 12-5pm; Fri-Sat 9am-5pm; Sun 12-3pm 
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614 Rice Lake Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
507-451-9545
owatonnaplumbers.com

Running Water Since 1947

Our Services Include:
• Plumbing Repairs
• Gas Water Heater Installations
• Electric Water Heater Installations
• Boiler Repairs & Installations
• Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• Preventative Maintenance
• Remodels
• New Construction

• Water Softener Service &   
   Installation
• In-Floor Heating Systems
• Garbage Disposals
• Faucet Installation & Repairs
• Sump Pumps
• ADA Certified Toilets & Showers
• And Much More

info@swce.coop • www.swce.coop

Contact Us For All 
Your Roofing Needs!

James Piepho
5098 SW 18th Street • Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-1686 • www.piephoroofing.com
Lic. #BC679096

Saving Energy is  
smart business

To learn more about how our energy efficiency programs can give your  
business a competitive edge, visit: SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers a number of rebate programs designed  
to help your business save money when improving your electric efficiency.

• ENERGY STAR®-rated Equipment
• Vending Machine Controllers
• Compressed Air Equipment & Leak Correction
• Commercial Food Service Equipment
• Hotel Guestroom Energy Management Systems
• Building Operator Certification (BOC) Training
• Custom Efficiency Measures

• Efficient Lighting 
• Cooling Equipment
• Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups
• Programmable Thermostats on Heat Pumps
• Motors, Fans & Pumps
• Variable Speed Drives
• Refrigeration Equipment

Business Rebate Programs

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric 
customers for products designed to save energy and money.

Save at home with energy-efficient products

SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Air Source Heat Pumps 
Central Air Conditioners
Ground Source Heat Pumps
Efficient Furnace Fan Motors
Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

Battery-Powered 
Outdoor/Yard 
Equipment 

Electric-Assisted 
Bicycles (e-Bikes)

Refrigerators* 
Freezers* 
Dishwashers 
Dehumidifiers* 
Room Air Conditioners*
EV Chargers

* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working  
  refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner.

Smart Thermostats 
Heat Pump Water Heaters 
LED Downlights 
Clothes Washers 
Heat Pump Clothes Dryers
Washer-Dryer Combos

ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products: Energy-Efficient 
Heating & Cooling 
Equipment:

Other:

Saving Energy is  
smart business

To learn more about how our energy efficiency programs can give your  
business a competitive edge, visit: SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers a number of rebate programs designed  
to help your business save money when improving your electric efficiency.

• ENERGY STAR®-rated Equipment
• Vending Machine Controllers
• Compressed Air Equipment & Leak Correction
• Commercial Food Service Equipment
• Hotel Guestroom Energy Management Systems
• Building Operator Certification (BOC) Training
• Custom Efficiency Measures

• Efficient Lighting 
• Cooling Equipment
• Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups
• Programmable Thermostats on Heat Pumps
• Motors, Fans & Pumps
• Variable Speed Drives
• Refrigeration Equipment

Business Rebate Programs

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric 
customers for products designed to save energy and money.

Save at home with energy-efficient products

SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Air Source Heat Pumps 
Central Air Conditioners
Ground Source Heat Pumps
Efficient Furnace Fan Motors
Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

Battery-Powered 
Outdoor/Yard 
Equipment 

Electric-Assisted 
Bicycles (e-Bikes)

Refrigerators* 
Freezers* 
Dishwashers 
Dehumidifiers* 
Room Air Conditioners*
EV Chargers

* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working  
  refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner.

Smart Thermostats 
Heat Pump Water Heaters 
LED Downlights 
Clothes Washers 
Heat Pump Clothes Dryers
Washer-Dryer Combos

ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products: Energy-Efficient 
Heating & Cooling 
Equipment:

Other:

Saving Energy is  
smart business

To learn more about how our energy efficiency programs can give your  
business a competitive edge, visit: SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers a number of rebate programs designed  
to help your business save money when improving your electric efficiency.

• ENERGY STAR®-rated Equipment
• Vending Machine Controllers
• Compressed Air Equipment & Leak Correction
• Commercial Food Service Equipment
• Hotel Guestroom Energy Management Systems
• Building Operator Certification (BOC) Training
• Custom Efficiency Measures

• Efficient Lighting 
• Cooling Equipment
• Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups
• Programmable Thermostats on Heat Pumps
• Motors, Fans & Pumps
• Variable Speed Drives
• Refrigeration Equipment

Business Rebate Programs

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric 
customers for products designed to save energy and money.

Save at home with energy-efficient products

SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Air Source Heat Pumps 
Central Air Conditioners
Ground Source Heat Pumps
Efficient Furnace Fan Motors
Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

Battery-Powered 
Outdoor/Yard 
Equipment 

Electric-Assisted 
Bicycles (e-Bikes)

Refrigerators* 
Freezers* 
Dishwashers 
Dehumidifiers* 
Room Air Conditioners*
EV Chargers

* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working  
  refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner.

Smart Thermostats 
Heat Pump Water Heaters 
LED Downlights 
Clothes Washers 
Heat Pump Clothes Dryers
Washer-Dryer Combos

ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products: Energy-Efficient 
Heating & Cooling 
Equipment:

Other:

Saving Energy is  
smart business

To learn more about how our energy efficiency programs can give your  
business a competitive edge, visit: SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers a number of rebate programs designed  
to help your business save money when improving your electric efficiency.

• ENERGY STAR®-rated Equipment
• Vending Machine Controllers
• Compressed Air Equipment & Leak Correction
• Commercial Food Service Equipment
• Hotel Guestroom Energy Management Systems
• Building Operator Certification (BOC) Training
• Custom Efficiency Measures

• Efficient Lighting 
• Cooling Equipment
• Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups
• Programmable Thermostats on Heat Pumps
• Motors, Fans & Pumps
• Variable Speed Drives
• Refrigeration Equipment

Business Rebate Programs

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric 
customers for products designed to save energy and money.

Save at home with energy-efficient products

SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Air Source Heat Pumps 
Central Air Conditioners
Ground Source Heat Pumps
Efficient Furnace Fan Motors
Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

Battery-Powered 
Outdoor/Yard 
Equipment 

Electric-Assisted 
Bicycles (e-Bikes)

Refrigerators* 
Freezers* 
Dishwashers 
Dehumidifiers* 
Room Air Conditioners*
EV Chargers

* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working  
  refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner.

Smart Thermostats 
Heat Pump Water Heaters 
LED Downlights 
Clothes Washers 
Heat Pump Clothes Dryers
Washer-Dryer Combos

ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products: Energy-Efficient 
Heating & Cooling 
Equipment:

Other:



8 FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT OCTOBER 2025

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times

8

Changing the way
Minnesota experiences
roofing and exteriors!
About Millersberg Construction
Trusted by homeowners and business owners
for over a decade, Millersberg Construction
provides roofing and exterior services with
integrity, quality, and attention to detail.

CONTACT US

MILLERSBERGCONSTRUCTION.COM
507-301-3626

Owatonna, MN

WWW.KOPISCHKEGUTTER.COM
507-345-5050 

SERVING SOUTHERN MN FOR OVER 20 YEARS

SEAMLESS GUTTER

• Residential 5 Inch Gutter • Many Colors
• Commercial 6 Inch Gutter • Leaf ProtectionSEAMLESS GUTTER

YOUR ONE STOP
GUTTER SHOP

EXPIRES 11/30/2025

185 Highpoint Pl, NE • Byron • 507-624-0237
info@kingsflooringbyronmn.com
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Signs it’s time to 
replace gutters

Home improvement proj-
ects run the gamut from 
complex undertakings like 
room additions to simpler 
renovations like a new front 
door. Some home renova-
tions excite homeowners 
more than others, but all 
improvements are a way to 
make a home safer, more 
comfortable and/or more 
functional.

A gutter replacement 
might not inspire the same 
level of excitement as a room 
addition or an overhaul of 
an outdoor living space, but 
new gutters can help to pre-
vent roof damage and make 
properties safer by ensuring 
rain water is directed away 
from walkways. Homeown-
ers who suspect it might be 
time for a gutter replace-
ment can look for these signs 
of fading gutters.

• Cracks or splits: 
Cracks or splits at the 
seams of the gutters where 
two pieces connect is a 
telltale sign they need to 
be replaced. Cracks or 

splits can slowly lead to 
separation of gutter pieces, 
which will lead to leaks. 
But not all cracks or splits 
are found at the seams. In 
fact, some homes feature 
seamless gutters, which 
also can crack or split. Re-
gardless of where they’re 
found, cracks or splits are 
a warning signs of fading 
gutters.

• Rust: Rust is rarely a 
good sign whether you’re 
looking at a vehicle or even 
garden tools. Rust also is a 
bad sign in relation to gut-
ters. Gutters are painted, 
and not only for aesthetic 
purposes. Paint on gutter 
also serves to protect them 
from water. When paint 
begins to flake, gutters will 
begin to rust and may even 
produce noticeable rust 
flakes on the ground below. 
Rust on gutters and rust 
flakes beneath them are 
indicative of gutters that 
need to be replaced.

• Gutters pulling away 
from the home: Gutters 

that appear to be pulling 
away from the home is 
a sign that they need to 
be replaced. Gutters are 
fastened to a home during 
installation, which ensures 
they can withstand rain 
and water. Over time, those 
fasteners can wear down, 
ultimately leading to gutters 
that appear to be pull-
ing away from the home. 
Though gutters can be 
refastened, eventually they 
will need to be replaced.

• Pooling water: Pooling 
water in a gutter may just be 
a sign that gutters need to be 
cleaned. However, pooling 
water on the ground directly 
beneath gutters indicates 
they’re not effectively di-
recting water away from the 
home.

• Water damage inside: 
A home’s interior might not 
be the first place homeown-
ers look when inspecting 
for damaged gutters, but a 
flooded basement or crawl 
space could indicate a 
gutter problem. Gutters and 
downspouts are designed 
to direct water away from 
a home when functioning 
properly. When that isn’t 
happening, water can pool 
beneath the foundation, 
leading to pooling water and 
other water damage in base-
ments and crawl spaces.

Gutter replacement proj-
ects may not be exciting, but 
new gutters can make a home 
safer and prolong the life of a 
roof and other features on a 
property.

Remedies for creaky floors
Hardwood floors 

are coveted features in 
many homes. The Na-
tional Wood Flooring 
Association says wood 
floors are the most en-
vironmentally friend-
ly flooring options 
available. In the United 
States, the hardwood 
forests that provide 
flooring products are 
growing twice as fast as 
they are being harvest-
ed. Furthermore, wood 
floors can last for many 
generations and require 
fewer raw materials 
to produce than other 
flooring options. That 
means less waste may 
end up in landfills.

Hardwood floors can 
endure for decades in 
a home, but over time 
those same floors may 
need some tender lov-
ing care to keep them 
looking good and work-
ing as they should. 
Squeaky floors are 
a common nuisance 
that homeowners may 
experience. Squeak-
ing is often caused by 
movement and friction 
between floorboards. 
Treating the problem 
involves identifying the 
underlying issue.

Loose hardware
Squeaky floors may 

be due to the loosening 
of the hardware hold-
ing the floor in place, 
says The Home Depot. 
When nails or screws 
no longer are secured 
tightly, the boards can 
rub together. The noise 
heard is the sound 

produced by rubbing. 
Tightening or replacing 
the hardware can help 
reduce the squeaking.

Counter-snap kit 
method

This Old House says 
this kit method is a 
great way to fix squeaks 
without damaging the 
floor. Once the source 
of the squeak is located, 
drill a 3/32-inch pilot 
hole through the hard-
wood flooring. Then 
insert a screw through 
the kit’s depth-control 
fixture and into the 
pilot hole, and drive it 
until it automatically 
snaps off below the 
wood surface. Follow 
this up by filling the 
hole with wood putty 
that matches the floor 
color. Once the putty 
is dry, lightly sand the 
area to blend.

Use a shim or 
shims

Sometimes the floor 
may squeak because of 
a gap between the joists 
and the subfloor. Filling 
the gap with a small 
piece of wood called a 

shim can help alleviate 
the gap or gaps.

Drive up screws
If a squeak is just 

in one spot, The Home 
Depot says that you may 
be able to drive short 
screws from below into 
the subfloor.

Small gaps
For small gaps be-

tween boards, sprinkle 
talcum powder or pow-
dered graphite between 
squeaky boards to reduce 
friction. Wood filler 
applied with a putty knife 
also may work. For larger 
gaps, use a liquid filler 
designed for wood floors.

Homeowners also 
can visit their local 
home improvement cen-
ter for other hardware 
solutions designed for 
underfloor repairs to 
remedy squeaks. Many 
work from underneath 
the floor and involve 
mounting plates or 
brackets to sure up the 
floor.

Squeaky floors can be 
problematic, but noises 
can be banished with 
some repair work.



10 FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT OCTOBER 2025

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times

10
What to expect of a 

room addition project
There are many rea-

sons homeowners consider 
adding a room to their 
current homes. Some 
outgrow an existing space, 
while others take up new 
hobbies or have differ-
ent needs that were not 
apparent when purchasing 
the home. Indeed, a room 
addition can remedy a host 
of issues affecting a home.

Those considering add-
ing a room may wonder 
what is involved in this 
type of project. According 
to The Spruce, no home 
improvement project is 
more complicated or ex-
pensive than building an 
addition. The National As-
sociation of Realtors says 
building an addition can 
cost between $90,000 and 
$270,000, depending on the 
size and intended purpose 
of the room. An addition 
structurally changes a 
home, which requires 
the work of professionals 
whether homeowners 
plan to build upwards or 
outwards.

With so much to ponder 
when considering a home 
addition, here’s a look at 
what homeowners can 
expect of the process.

• Design and plan-
ning: Homeowners must 
determine the purpose be-
hind the addition and how 
it will integrate with the 
existing home. A bedroom 
design likely will be differ-
ent from a garage addition 
or family game room.

• Hire an engineer and 
contractor: An addition 
changes the footprint of 
a home. Homeowners 
will require professional 
contractors and structural 
engineers/architects to 
properly design the addition 
and ensure that it will not 
compromise the existing 
structure. Detailed archi-
tectural plans will be drawn 
up considering the layout, 
size and integration with 
the existing structure. The 
home may require a new 
property survey as well.

• Comply with build-
ing codes: The project 

will have to meet with 
local zoning regulations, 
building codes and home-
owners association rules.

• Timing involved: 
Adding a room is a major 
overhaul of a space. It may 
require months of a home 
being in upheaval. If the 
renovations are particularly 
extensive, homeowners may 
need to temporarily move 
out of the space. Electrical, 
plumbing and HVAC must 
be considered, and drywall 
and finishing the interior 
are some of the last steps to 
make the room habitable.

• Demolition: Adding a 
room may involve taking 
down walls or modifying 
existing spaces, necessi-
tating hiring a dumpster 
to remove debris. This is 
an added consideration 
and expense.

Putting an addition 
on a home is a complex 
process that will take time 
and money. Such a project 
requires careful planning 
and consultation with an 
array of experts.
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