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4th of July buttons - $5 0\_0 "A ED
Sales support 4th of
, July Celebration 0 Y
[
lOOMms PRARE. W ‘ I ln
Event Schedule
Friday, July 3rd

Beer Garden **($1 off w/ 4th of July button) City Park 4:00pm - 9:00pm

Concessions City Park 4:00pm - 9:00pm

Balloons by Kevin *FREE City Park 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Face Painting by Karen *FREE City Park 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Dunk Tank *3 balls $5 City Park 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Mini Golf $5 *($1 off w/ 4th of July button) City Park 4:00pm - 9:00pm
. Kid's Pedal Tractor Pull City Park Sign up at 4:30pm

Blooming Prairie Community Band Large Gazebo City Park 4:30pm - 5:30pm

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: Bryce Leppert Duo City Park 6:00pm - 9:00pm

STREET DANCE / Red Dirt Road $10 Cover Main Street (BP Tavern) 8:30pm - 12:30am

*must be 21+ to drink, 18+ to attend

Saturday, July 4th

BP Lion’s Club Breakfast Prairie Manor 8:00am - 11:30am

Red, White & Boom 5K 1st Ave NW - City Park 9:00am

Beer Garden **($1 off w/ 4th of July button) City Park T1:00am - 9:00pm

Concessions City Park n:00am - 9:00pm

Dunk Tank * City Park 11:00am - 2:00pm

Mini Golf $5 *($1 off w/ 4th of July button) City Park 11:00am - 3:00pm

Fire Department Open House Fire Hall 9:00am - 1:00am

Fine Arts Fair & Craft Market City Park 11:00am - 5:00pm SUBMITTED PHOTO

Red, White & Foam *FREE - 1st Ave NW *street will be closed 11:00am - 12:00pm The winning design for the ‘

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT The Bazillions Stage Truck on 1st St NW 12:00pm - 1:00pm . . 00”,“(; “‘\“. {

PARADE .. v eeererer s e e e 2:30pm - 4:00pm 2026 Blooming Prairie Old- S e

Dunk Tank * City Park 4:00pm - 6:00pm : Mrs. Volgarino's 4% Grade Class

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT - Dariel Felten City Park Beer Garden 5:30pm - 8:30pm Fashioned Fourth of 'lu"y 4" of July Button Winner 2026

- Fireworks (rain make-up date: 7/5) Victory Field 10:00pm button, created by Sydney
Sunday, July 5th
Tractor Pull - Jonny Kraling 507-475-3088 West of Victory Field 9am Anderson'
Car Show “Food & Drinks Available *held Rain or Shine BP Servicemen's Club 11:00am - 4:00pm
DUNK TANK *3 BALLS - $5 CASH, 3 BALLS - $6 SQUARE *SUPPORTS UNITED WAY OF STEELE COUNTY
“NEW THIS YEAR - WEAR YOUR 4™ OF JULY BUTTON AND SAVE!
Vandal's Family Market: Save on groceries, minimum 31;:':;::: 'L":i?:‘nz'\:z';l: II:I::'II: mnl:.:;gmhvm“ " mml;il:im::" SE:" ton each round of Mini Golf, July 3" & 4°. BY KAY FATE
Save $3 on haircuts at Steve's 01d-Fashioned Barhershop (BP) or Great Clips (Rustin), luly 15t-5. BP Country Club 9 Hole for $15, 18 holes for $20 July 1 - 5 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Stars& s"'ipes Title Sponsor Freedom Sponsor ydney Anderson Sydney Anderson received a certificate and $20 in BP
Noudshlng STEELE O . . . .
Garglll | N i S—— e I 1imes will see her artwork  Bucks for her winning 2.026 !:ourth of July button design
o o everywhere she Karen Peterson, executive director of the BP Area Chamber
SO s e 5 iy SRR, Ramme B . . .
l'—“ —— L= ;3’ E ! goes in a couple of weeks. of Commerce, surprised Sydney with the news in Jenna
* H with 4th of July button i
gyl on Wit See BUTTONS on5»  Volgarino's fourth-grade classroom.

157 Hwy Ave N 3
Blooming Prairie, IVINl 55917 ﬁ& i

507-583-6641 B; the world
www.cargill.com ' = : — thrive

A
" Tandem Products, Inc. » HRBP@TandemProducts.com » 507.583.7222
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Steele Couh"tﬁ
Fairgrounds- =

1525 South Cedér
Owatonna

Early Edition
Rotary
Club of Owatonna

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna New Richland
405 E Main St 1170 E Frontage Rd | 132 North Broadway
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St Andrews Dr

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr NE

507-536-7700 507-720-0250

mainstreetdentalclinics.com

IRTHDAY VeI e puoii T
ERICA

join us on July 4th
Fun starts at 7 p.m. until fireworks finale

to celebrate the birth of
’ HIGHLIGHTS{OF[OURICELEBRATION:

America’s Independer:se.'
» Prime viewing of fireworks from our parking lot ..bring your lawn chairs.
| - Complimentary watermelon .. a July 4 tradition o

F
e hope to see you

» Streaming patriotic music
» Spin the Prize Wheel -
» Complimentary Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream

prizes for youth and adults

= as featured at Old Town Bagels In our parking
. Restrooms provided for your convenience lot for this year's
: celebration/

: P
BRICK- MEGERW -
Funeral Home'lr
F e
1603 Qustln Roqd Owotonno

Wanamingo Mutual
ance is non- profit and
+ to help you with your
insurance needs.

In business since 1876

* Homeowners ¢ Farm Policies ¢ Inland Marine ¢ Liability * Auto Policies

209 Main St. « P.O. Box 279

Wanamingo, MN 55983
Phone: 507-824-2912
Fax: 507-824-2181

Visit Our Website at

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30AM-4:30PM www.wgomutual.com
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She *Steeles' the show

Citizen of Year named Grand Marshal for BP Fourth parade

BY KAY FATE

adie Steele, born
in Louisiana but
adopted by Minne-

sota, will be the Grand
Marshal for the 2026
Blooming Prairie Fourth
of July parade.

“Her dedication to
giving back in a communi-
ty she is not from is what
stuck out,” said Blooming
Prairie Area Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Karen Peterson.
“She has made a lasting
difference to so many.”

Steele is not only not
a native of Blooming
Prairie, she has been a
resident for less than a
decade, but has made a
significant impact in the
lives of many.

She is considered
family to many residents,
continuing to provide care
throughout the week to
multiple people who need
her compassionate touch.

Steele also visits
Prairie Manor Nursing
Home every chance she
gets, especially over the
holidays.

It should come as no
surprise that Steele had
her choice of fancy vehi-
cles in which to ride, but
will ride in the traditional
carriage.

Can we expect to see
her in additional parades,
then, so she can still wave
from the back of a shiny
convertible?

“Oh, you're giving me
some ideas now,” Steele
laughed.

Here are Steele’s
responses to some ques-
tions about her latest
honor:

Have you ever been a
Grand Marshal before?

No!

Do you like parades?

Yes, I do.

Do you usually watch
Blooming Prairie’s
Fourth of July parade?

I'm always in the parade,
because I have my golf
cart and I drive for Prairie
Manor, so I'm always there.
They decorate it with all
kinds of bells and whistles,
and we have all kind of
candy we throw out.

Are you having any-
one ride in the carriage
with you?

Ramona Jacobson, a
friend who lives at Field-

crest in Hayfield. She was
all excited - she’s already
got her outfit all picked out.
We’ll have a little candy;

I don’t know if we’ll have
enough, because it’s such a
long parade, but I'm going
to try and get some more.

Some young women
wanted to ride with me,
but I wanted to have some
older people; that’s kind of
what I’'m known for.

Do you know what a big
honor this is? Blooming
Prairie loves this parade!

Yes, Ido, and I think
this is a huge honor —and
I'm very humbled. I thank
Chief (Greg) Skillestad for
nominating me.

What does this mean to
you? First the Citizen of
the Year, now this? How
does it make you feel?

I am very humbled,
very honored to be Citizen
of the Year. You have no
idea; it’s just making my
year. I'm so honored to
have all these keepsakes,
and they’ll be there after
I’'m long gone.

Are you getting rec-
ognized more often? Are
you totally famous now?

So many times, some-
body will say, ‘I saw you in
the paper, or they’ll say,

‘I know you from some-
where — oh the paper!’ Peo-
ple I don’t even know won’t
let me forget it; they keep
reminding me. I'm recog-
nized all the time, even
just running errands.

My bank laminated a
beautiful picture of me,
and I didn’t even have to
frame it — they framed it.

Sadie Steele is this year's
grand marshal for the
Fourth of July parade in
Blooming Prairie.

My church has just been
awesome, too.

Do you have a special
outfit planned? Will you
share what it is, or do
we need to wait until
the parade to see it?

Ithink I'm going to wear
what I was going to wear
for that (citizen of the year)
dinner; it’s yellow — but it’11
depend on the weather.

We’ve got two or three
fans ready; Ramona has
one with ice cubes in it,
ready to go. We plan on
having a wonderful time.

BP set

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

America is turning 250
years old, and Blooming
Prairie will once again
throw the party.

The 52" Annual BP
Old-Fashioned Fourth of
July celebration kicks off
three days of fun, enter-
tainment, community spirit
and hometown pride at 4
p.m. July 3 in Central Park.

That’s when the con-
cession stands and the

to host

Beer Garden open; just 30
minutes later, the Bloom-
ing Prairie Community
Band will provide patri-
otic music near the large
gazebo.

Also starting at 4:30
p.m. is the kids’ Pedal
Tractor Pull registration,
which always draws a
big crowd for the littlest
contestants.

Central Park will
feature a dunk tank, mini
golf, face-painting and
balloon art.

Fourth of July festivities July 3-5

The Bryce Leppert
Duo will play in the Beer
Garden that night from 6
to 9 p.m.; the street dance
begins at 8:30 p.m. in front
of BP Tavern.

Red Dirt Road will play
until 12:30 a.m.; thereisa
$10 cover charge.

The festivities continue
July 4 with the BP Lions
Club breakfast from 8 to
11:30 a.m. at Prairie Manor.

Registration for the Red,
White & Boom 5K begins at
9 a.m. at Central Park.

The BP Fire Depart-
ment will host an open
house from 9to 11 a.m. -
just in time to get back to
Central Park for the fine
arts fair and craft market,
which runs until 5 p.m.

Concessions, the dunk
tank, and the Beer Garden
also open at 11 a.m. July 4.

Kids can play in the
Red, White & Foam area
from 11 a.m. to noon on
First Avenue Northwest.

The Bazillions will
play from noon to 1 p.m.

at the stage truck on First
Avenue.

The grand parade will
step off at 2:30 p.m.; Sadie
Steele is Grand Marshal of
the 90-minute event.

Saturday’s events will
wrap up with Dariel Felten
playing at the Beer Garden
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the grand finale:
Fireworks are set for 10
p.m. at Victory Field, with
arain date of July 5.

Sunday morning will
feature a tractor pull at 9

a.m. west of Victory Field,
and a car show from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the BP
Servicemen’s Club, rain
or shine.

Pay $5 for a BP 4" of
July button and earn
most of the money back
in discounts at Vandals,
the Beer Garden, Steve’s
Old-Fashioned Barber-
shop, Great Clips, a round
of mini golf and a dis-
count for nine or 18 holes
at the Blooming Prairie
Country Club.
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$30K for
250th

Patriot Skies over Owatonna
to feature extra fireworks

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

watonna’s Early
Morning Rotary
Club is inviting

the community to join it
the evening of July 4" to
celebrate the United States
250 birthday at the Patri-
ot Skies fireworks display.
As they have for the
past 26 years, the clubis
sponsoring the fireworks
for Owatonna, said Steve
Grubish, who is coordinat-
ing this year’s event.
Because this year
marks the country’s 250t
anniversary, the display

will be a bit bigger, he said.

The display has gen-
erally cost the club about
$25,000, he said, but this
year the club was able to
have a longer display or a
bigger display for an addi-
tional $5,000. They chose
the bigger display, he said.

The fireworks display is

funded by donations and
fundraisers, he said, and
the Chamber Foundation
stepped up and provided

the additional funds need-

ed for this year’s event.
The city also helped with
some last-minute insur-
ance help.

Among the fundraising
events held by the club, he

said, are meat raffles at
the Eagles and the twice
a year Purse and Bingo
event. Donation contain-
ers are also available at
area grocery stores.

J&M Displays puts
on the yearly show, he
said, with the fireworks
launched from the infield
area of the Steele County
fairgrounds.

Because of the height
that the fireworks reach,
they are visible from
throughout the area near

the fairgrounds. People

are also invited to watch
them from anywhere on

the fairgrounds, but the
grandstand will not be open
because of liability issues.

The display is sched-
uled to begin at 10 p.m. on
Saturday, July 4 weather
permitting. Although a
light rain might not stop
the event, it cannot be held

if there is any lightning in
the area.

The rain date for Patri-
ot Skies is Sunday, July 4,
at 10 p.m.

“It takes a village” to

put on the event, Grubish
said, and the club thanks
all those companies and
individuals who help with
the fireworks display each
year.

Buttons bring extra perks in BP

< BUTTONS from 2

The rising fifth-grader
submitted the winning en-
try in the annual Fourth
of July button contest, de-
cided after members of the
public selected the winner

from nine finalists.
Sydney’s design, called
“Blooming With Free-
dom,” features the Statue
of Liberty surrounded by
fireworks, with colorful
flowers and American

flags scattered across the
bottom of the pin.
This year’s celebration
will be held July 3-5.
“Ireally like to create
and draw,” said Sydney,
who is the daughter of

Nick and Kelsey Ander-
son, of Blooming Prairie.
While she picked up $20
in BP Bucks for the creat-
ing the winning design, the
people who wear it will see
some financial benefits, too.
The $5 button could
more than pay for itself,
with several new perks for

people wearing one:

- 5% off purchase of $10
or more at Vandal’s Family
Market, from June 1-July 5;

- $3 off haircut at Steve’s
Old-Fashioned Barber-
shop through July 4, one
per person;

- $3 off haircut at Great
Clips-Austin through July

4, one per person;

- $1 off each round of
mini golf throughout the
weekend, one per person,;

- $1 off each beverage at
the Beer Garden

- Play nine holes for $15
or 18 holes for $20 from
July 1-5 when wearing the
button
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Enjoy a memorable vacation
with JAG Tours!

August 3-5, 2026

Quilting

Pennsylvania August 10-18, 2026

South Dakota August 27-30, 2026

Mackinac Island September 9-13, 2026

New England Sep 26 - Oct 7, 2026

Sit back, relax & enjoy
the view with a luxury
motorcoach vacation
with JAG Toursl!

Ask About
JAG Tours’

NO-WORRY
Commitment

Check out our new website for details
on our 2026 tours — jagtours.com

507-529-8687 1-866-277-8687

HOLIDAY CLOSING
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S'I'EEI.E ‘COUNTY LANDFILL WILL BE t: ’ s/ ED
rnlnmr JULY 3 and sn'runnnv,flyl.v\ 4\\\;\

‘/‘ \\\s\ IN OBSERVANGE OF * /| \\\
/\'rHE FOURTH OF yULY Hm.lnmr ¢ )

//

y ‘i;{ 3
;‘\ /,ﬂv\i

I\
\Q\\V BN

= ,\/HAVEAHAPPYAND \\\\m,//

= 7/\\. SAFE FOURTH OF
YN
=/ \\*\} JULY WEEKEND!

7 }M\

i

STEELE COUNTY LANDFILL
BLOOMING PRAIRIE
507-583-7766

4L ¥ "'%',‘
4 J “A T
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Where will you go with MBT?

We are proud to be a community bank
We can help you reach your financial goals, no matter the size.
Minnesota

Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center J

Hayfield | Mantorville | Rochester B k
jowa an

Clear Lake | Forest City | Lake Mills www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC
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WECAN HELP PLAN

® O
® & - O

OMMUNIT
PATHWAYS

OF STEELE COUNTY, INC.

SAVE THE DATE!
JULY 10TH, 2026

@ 4:00 - 8:00 PM

@ the Steele County
Fairgrounds Beer Garden

111 N. Cedar e Owatonna, MN
507-455-1170 » Galaxytravel.com

Delight in scrumptious food, enjoy refreshing

“annv 250'[“ nnni“ersarv [1116_2026] Pathways Pilsner from Mineral Springs Brewery,

and dance the night away to the tunes of No

Enioy U Fourth of July Zoast

Now Offering: But that's not all! Put your skills to the test with

chnologie

STE | N QBA UE R exciting games, bid on exclusive items in our silent
I ORVIANCE auction, and take a chance in our cash raffle.
* Aluminum . . i ,
Wheel Polishing All proceeds will benefit Community Pathways of

Steele County, Inc.

¢ Tracks

There’s no admission fee, and freewill donations

Ag & Tr“ck Tlre sales & nanalr will be warmly welcomed and gsreatly

appreciated!
L) .
“ea“v n“tv Tl'llﬂl( ‘_‘!I &lmnlen_lelll Tlre n_enalr&sales Mark your calendars for a family-friendly night
Wheel Alignment - Tire Balancing filled with fun, food, and philanthropy. We can't

wait to see you at Pathways Palooza!

Featuring:

BFGoodricti
507-455-0388 SRR

870 32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN Aﬂer hours

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair 507-455-0483

PATHWAYS

PALOOZA

RENEW LIVES & ENRICH FUTURES
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, ‘ ‘ Land of the Free,
o s t e ‘ s L?/r 1 Home of the Brave.

Happy Fourth of July!

CAR KORNER

Rod, Tess, Breauna and Reeves OusElieiE VEY
. o). | ._\.\ 135 Oakdale St.,
Enjoy the Fourth of July! | % Owatonna

On the Point ¢ Hwy 218 « Blooming Prairie * 507-583-2018 » www.kosterscarkorner.com

71) \ STATE REPRESENTATIVE
ldappy/Fourth ot July

250th Anniversary House District 19B
1/76-2026 Thomas J. Sexton

* Prepared and paid for by the Campaign for Thomas J. Sexton

MANUFACTURING & FABRICATION
25863 650TH - DEXTER, MN 55926

i 507-584-6794 - 507-584-6634 Fax

; www.rsgrain.com

We have on hand:
Belts - Bearings - Electric Motors = Nuts & Bolts

= Roller Chain - Pulleys - Dodge Gear Drives - Hubs
I

\| We also have a Laser for your custom cutting needs!

(R PR

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

4Gl
Handler

Continuous Mix-Flow Dryers
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HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

H AUTO CARE
Mon-Fri = 7am-5:30pm

1125 §, Oak Ave, * Owatonna » 50741&1123 wwwHonest10watonna com

Doerhoefer, Miner,

9 Andrist & Arndt, PA. &

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

ZZZ 22 /U \\NANNSA
314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie | 507-583-7258
685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6, Owatonna | 507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway, New Richland | 507-465-8100

S/ ¥ A/ gy g dR TR E LWL VWA WL AN\ \\

HONEST-1° g

ng-\l lto l lnna

GRANITE @5 MONUMENT

Sunburst

employee owned | established 1917

Locally Owned by
John & Barb Heerema

1180 Frontage Rd. E., Owatonna, MN
507-455-9551 * OwatonnaGranite.com
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Glenn’s Motorcoach Tours, Inc
Oronoco, MN

Departing from: Owatonna

CALL TODAY FOR A DETAILED BROCHURE!
1-800-795-8516 or 507-288-1329

2026 SUMMER AND FALL TOURS

CHICAGO, IL GANGSTER TOUR JULY 16 - 18, 2026 $765

NEW YORK CITY SOLD ouT! AUGUST 1 - 8, 2026 $2750

SUMMERTIME ON THE MISSISSIPPI AUGUST 12 - 14, 2026 $699

SHORES & ISLANDS - SANDUSKY, OH AREA AUGUST 18 - 23, 2026 $1499

LAKE GENEVA, WI AUGUST 26 - 28, 2026 $989

MACKINAC ISLAND & FRANKENMUTH, MI SEPTEMBER 11 - 15, 2026 $1285

ICELAND - COMPLETE PKG WIAIR SEPTEMBER 15 - 22, 2026 $5299

NEW ENGLAND FALL COLOR TOUR SOLD ouT! SEPTEMBER 19 - 30, 2026 $2999

FALL MYSTERY TOUR - ALL NEW 4 DAY TOUR! SEPTEMBER 25 - 28, 2026 $1569

FALL WEEKEND IN DUBUQUE, IA OCTOBER 2 - 5, 2026 $1099

WASHINGTON DC & GETTYSBURG OCTOBER 3 - 10, 2026 $2199

AUTUMN IN THE SMOKY MOUNTAINS OCTOBER 13 - 19, 2026 2069

‘FALL RAILS’ IN WEST VIRGINIA SOLD ouT! OCTOBER 22 - 30, 2026 2579

2026 CHRISTMAS TOURS

BRANSON CHRISTMAS NOVEMBER 5 - 8, 2026 $1099

BRANSON CHRISTMAS NOVEMBER 12 - 15, 2026 $1099

‘A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS' IN NASHVILLE DECEMBER 5 - 10, 2026 $2299

‘CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD' IN OMAHA DECEMBER 8 - 12, 2026 $1215

BENTLYVILLE IN DULUTH DECEMBER 9 - 11, 2026 $879

2027 WINTER AND SPRING TOURS

HAWAII - HONOLULU - COMPLETE PKG WIAIR JANUARY 9 - 17, 2027 $6399

EASTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE - COMPLETE PKG W/AIR FEBRUARY 19 - 28, 2027 starrivg a1 $3335

SPRING BBQ MYSTERY TOUR - ALL NEW 'THEMED' TOUR!  MARCH 17 - 24, 2027 $2180

PADUCAH, KY QUILT SHOW APRIL 21 - 26, 2027 $1940

ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM

MAY 4 - 8, 2027 $1435

HOLLAND, MI TULIP FESTIVAL MAY 6 -9, 2027 $1199

‘BOURBON & HORSE COUNTRY’ TOUR - ALL NEW TOUR! MAY 18 - 24, 2027 INFO COMING SOON!

ALASKA - LAND & CRUISE - COMPLETE PKG WIAIR JULY 20 - 31, 2027 sTarTiN AT $6449

GERMANY, AUSTRIA & SWITZERLAND - COMPLETEPKGWIAR ~ SEPTEMBER 11 - 22, 2027 $8499

ALL PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
ONLY A FEW SEATS LEFT ON SOME TOURS!

All of our Tours are Fully Escorted in Deluxe Motorcoaches & Luggage Handling is included.
For More Information or to Book A Tour, Call Today!

Check us out on the Web - www.glennsmotorcoachtours.com
Email: glenn@glennsmotorcoachtours.com

misgen aulto parils

Full-service & self-service automaotive recycler
Late model cars & truclss

12880 sw 72nd Ave. | Ellendale, MN S60265
8o00-3s58-4902 | s507-6584-2100 | www.misgen.com

since 1972

- —
atito parts

ﬁ Painting, staining,
power. washing,
gutter'cleaning,
tree trimming
and removal.

507 451 7424 willie_goodsell@yahoo.com

Fully Insured

52ND OLD-FASHIONED
4TH OF JULY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Scan QR or Sign Up through link:
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$20 ENTRY FEE DRINK & LUNCH
SPECIALS

Bfoom[ng Prainies
COld Fasbiorned 4 af yu,/y

HARDWARE

323 E. Main St. » Blooming Prairie
507-583-4469

JULY 5, 2626 | 11AM-4PN

BP _Bervicesmens Clb
210 4* St 'NE, ﬂfoom[ng Prairnie

EVENT
ﬂ COLLISION AND GLASS

SOUADRON 52

Ha
/ndepen&igge Day

MINERS
Outdoor & Rc

507-583-2712 +

Hwy 218 South, ry 4
Blooming Prairie, MN
www.minersoutdoor.com

Blossoms would
rather NOT drink
alcohol when hanging
out with friends.

Hours: =
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:30pm '
Saturday: 8:00am-Noon n
W B PAC Funded by MN DHS BHA.
Outdoor Power Equipment, Golf Cart: Sales Service, Parts & Accessories HOOMING FESTIVE ACTION CEALTIEN Source: 2024PCN Survey
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A PATRIOT TWIST FOR Tvera
\'/ 2/
S e

BRICK-MEGER

BY RICK BUSSLER

or many years,
Brick-Meger
Funeral Home in

Owatonna has celebrated
the Fourth of July with
community residents. But,
with America’s 250" anni-
versary this year, things
are taking on an even
greater patriotic twist.

In addition to the
usual parking lot Fourth
party at the funeral home,
Brick-Meger is celebrat-
ing America’s 250t at all
Downtown Thursdays in
Owatonna this summer.
They have a booth on
the northeast corner of
Central Park where they
are giving away commem-
orative 250 pins. They
also are giving away flags
as door prizes. Remaining
Downtown Thursdays are
July 2, Aug. 6 and Sept. 3.

Showing patriotism
comes as no accident for a
funeral home that has been
serving the community for
more than half of the 250
years America has been
around. Brick-Meger began
in 1897 with a downtown
location where Just One
More Bar is now located.

“I don’t think people
are paying attention to it
closely, but it’s a big deal,”
Glen Meger, owner of Brick-
Meger, said of celebrating
America’s 250", And, he
added, “it’s a good fit for us.”

The idea to promote
the 250 for the funeral

home came from Tim
Rice, who handles mar-
keting for Brick-Meger. He
acknowledges how it can
be difficult to get people

to come to a funeral home
booth, but he stresses how
important it’s for them

to interact with people
outside of a funeral.

“We want people to see
us,” Rice says. “Visibility
is huge. It’s intangible to
put a price onit.”

Rice said he thought
giving away commem-
orative pins would be a
subtle way to engage with
people. “They are well
done pins,” he said. “They
may not be Jostens-type,
but they are free.”

To sweeten things even
more, Brick-Meger is
giving away flags and $500
in Chamber Bucks from
all those who register
throughout the summer at
the Downtown Thursdays.
The grand prize will be
awarded in September.

Funeral Home party

Meger chuckles about
how he initially began
hosting a Fourth of July
party 26 years ago. He had
just purchased the funeral
home in 2000 when he was
warned about Fourth of
July and the mess that
would be left behind. The
fireworks are displayed
from the fairgrounds,
which is located across
the street from Brick-
Meger, making it a prime
viewing of the fireworks.

“It was kind of a Debbie
Downer when I was told
about that,” he said, not-
ing he was kind of won-
dering what he had gotten
himself into.

Meger decided to be
proactive and opened the
bathrooms in the funeral
home and placed garbage
cans around his parking
lot. He also went around
greeting people. In that
first year, he ended up
picking up only two beer
cans after it was all over.

By the second year,
Meger decided to offer
free watermelon for those
utilizing his parking lot,
in addition to having the
bathrooms open. “A lot of
families come here with
their kids,” Meger said,
adding the bathroom idea
evolved into what they're
doing today.

This year Megers will
offer watermelon as well
as old-fashioned Chocolate
Shoppe ice cream from
Old Town Bagels. They
will also stream patriotic
music and offer a prize
wheel for youth and adults
to win prizes. As an added
bonus, games will be of-
fered in the parking lot.

Meger estimated as
many as 400 people attend
the party every year. Add-
ed Rice, “A lot of them come
to put up their lawn chair,
leave and come back again.
They know how to find the
right spot (for fireworks).”

The party gets un-
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Tim Rice, left, and Brett Meger of Brick-Meger Funeral Home welcome residents at the

June Downtown Thursday in Owatonna. Brick-Meger is giving away commemorative pins
throughout the summer as part of America's 250th.

derway at 7 p.m. at 1603
Austin Road.
Both Meger and Rice
agree that it’s important
for them to connect with
the community through
the Fourth party as well as
Downtown Thursdays. “The
community appreciates a
family business,” Meger
said, noting that when
someone calls the funeral
home there is a 95% chance
there will be one of four
Megers on the other end.
Besides Glen, his sons
Mike and Brett are li-
censed morticians, and his

Tim Luy of Owatonna displays a large
250th flag he won from Brick-Meger at the
Downtown Thursday in Owatonna.

Owatonna.

wife Cheryl is the office
manager.

The business, Glen
Meger said, has grown
substantially over the past
few years. “The big part of
our growth has been our
commitment and having a
family business,” he said.

Added Rice, “It’s like an
octopus with a lot of tena-
cles of families you serve.
You strive so hard to treat
people fairly. It’s a very
personal business,”

Meger said, “It has been
an honor to serve this
community.”

Another flag winner is Logan Johnson of

A third winner is Jon Medo
of Owatonna.
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FREEDOM 250

County Exchange Clubs to mark special milestone of America's anniversary Sept. 11-13

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

fresh wave of pride
will be showcased in
honor of America’s

250 this fall.

The Exchange Clubs of Dis-
trict 4 in Minnesota, including
those in Steele County, will be
celebrating America’s 250" anni-
versary as well as remembering
the 25" anniversary of the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks with a display of
flags Sept. 11-13 and are current-
ly looking for sponsors.

Called “One Nation...Many
Stories United we WILL stand”
the flags will be on display for
the three days and there will
also be a program at the Degner
Regional Airport in Owatonna,
which currently is one of five
locations in Minnesota plan-
ning this special tribute. Others
include Spring Valley, Winona,
Bloomington and St. Paul.

“There’s a real sense of heart
behind this work,” said Brid-
get Hughes of Colonial Flag
Foundation, known as Healing
Field, which is coordinating the
effort. “You can feel it in every
flag placed, every conversation
sparked, every young person
who pauses to ask questions and

Freedom 2.5

learn. These fields remind us

that freedom isn’t free-it’s been
earned and protected by gener-
ations of brave men and women

who answered the call to serve.”

Hughes said it’s up to every-
one to make sure that story is

HEALING FIELD

» Coming to Owatonna's Degner Regional Airport Sept. 11-13

* Celebrate with area Exchange Clubs in honoring America’s 250th

» Exchange Clubs are seeking funds to pay for this unique tribute

» More for information, go to www.healingfield.org/owatonna or call Bryan Duncan at
507-676-4043 or Lynn Limberg at 507-475-1316

never forgotten. “That’s what
makes this so meaningful,” she
said. “It’s about honoring the
past, strengthening our commu-
nities today and helping teach
the next generation about civic
pride, responsibility and the

true cost of the freedoms they
enjoy,” she added.

For the Owatonna program,
the exact time during the Sep-
tember days has not yet been
finalized, said Bryan Duncan,
fundraiser chair, and member
of the Medford Exchange Club.
The display will include at least
1,000 3 feet by 5 feet flags, plus
26 commemorative flags show-
casing the changes in the flag
over the years, he said. During
the program, he said, volunteers
will also be holding a large, flat
American flag.

The display will also include
a banner with the Constitution

and a history of the country.

The event will help support
the Steele County clubs’ work
in prevention of child abuse,
Americanism, community
service and youth in Steele
County, he said.

Each of the 1,000 flags dis-
played will display the name
of a person who has impacted
the life the one who purchased
the flag.

Duncan said that the flags at
the airport, plus the flags that
businesses along that stretch of
1-35 fly will bring attention to
the event.

The clubs are currently seek-
ing help in raising the funds to
put on this event.

Healing Field flag programs
have donated millions of
dollars in charitable funds to
aid veteran and first responder
programs, efforts to prevent
child abuse, food insecurity pro-
grams, funding for scholarships,
children’s programs and more.

The program began as a way
to honor the lives lost on Sept.
11. Since the first Healing Field
display in 2002, hundreds of
communities across America
have hosted Healing Fields to
raise funds and awareness for
various important causes.

Paul Swanson, the founder
and creator of the program, rec-
ognized the potential of these
memorial events to help heal
the nation.

For additional information
about the Owatonna effort, con-
tact Duncan at 507-676-4043 or
Lynn Limberg, project co-chair,
at 507-475-1316.
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CHEAPEST OIL CHANGE AROUND!
Ny Full Synthetic

0il Change

e right with CAR TIME?
We're a full-service repair shop!

Owatonna

UNITED WAY

) Steele County

HEALTHY COMMUNITY

A IR 1150 Hoffman Dr
> Time TOGETHER, WE CAN

AT 507-774-9533 IMPROVE HEALTH AND
We treat every vehicle ke i< our own! WELL-BEING FOR ALL.

Tuesday, Aug. 18 - 5:00 PM
FFA Alumni Antique Tractor Pull

Wednesday, Aug. 19 - 7:00 PM Faithfest on the Fairgrounds

Jeremy Camp with special guests Jon Reddick
and Thunderstorm Artis

Thursday, Aug. 20 - 7:30 PM
Hairball with special guest Rival 5

Friday, Aug. 21 - 7:00 PM
Randy Houser with special guest Cori Kennedy

Saturday, Aug. 22 - 7:30 PM Sunday, Aug. 23 - 2:00 PM
Bulls N Barrels pemolition Derby

with local Mutton Bustin

Steele County Free Fair
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Happy Independence Day era

ENERGY 2%
L ocal investment. Jobs. American Energy. RESOURCES
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