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Mr. Music honored by hometown

Commissioner  
trial on again

Judge denies tossing out 
charges against Brady

FACEBOOK
Steely and Stella have become fair favorites at 
the Steele County Free Fair for almost 20 years. 
They are on the brink of becoming endangered 
species unless new volunteers step up to help 
fill their roles.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie High School senior Riley Millam discusses his cre-
ation of a special application for conjugation of Spanish verbs with 
members of the Arkema Citizens Advisory Panel.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
The Owatonna Marching Band wrapped up the Wenger Band Festival Saturday afternoon by marching through the downtown streets. Twelve bands from 
all over the state performed in the festival. The grand champion and people’s choice awards went to the 728 Cadets, who also earned top in Class AAA.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Veteran polka musician Luverne Wanous of Owatonna was 
honored as the grand marshal of the Wenger Band Festival 
Saturday. Wanous rode through the parade route playing, what 
else, polka music on his concertina. By RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

They’ve become iconic with the Steele 
County Free Fair, but unless volunteers 
come forward, they could end up on the 
endangered species list.

Steely and Stella—the fair’s mascots for 
almost 20 years— are in desperate need 
of volunteers to play the loveable animals 
who have brought much joy and happiness 
to people throughout the years. The herd of 
volunteers has suddenly dwindled down to 
only one. 

Don McCann is 
currently the lone 
volunteer who has 
fulfilled the role 
of Steely for the 
past two years, 
according to Scott 
Kozelka, fair 
manager. Kozelka 
recognizes people 
are busy with 
many things, but 
he’s hoping to add 
to the list of volunteers so that the fair can 
continue the mascot tradition. 

Ideally Kozelka would like four or five 
couples to assume the role as Steely and 
Stella. They would be set up on a rotational 
basis so that the burden doesn’t fall onto just 
one or two people. “We don’t want the same 
couple to have to do it,” Kozelka said. 

“They are the face of the fair,” Kozelka 
said of the mascots. “When you see those 
two, you think of the Steele County Fair. 
They make people smile and hug,” he said. 

The tradition of Steely dates back to 

Fair mascots face 
extinction unless 

volunteers step up

Help keep the 
tradition alive by 
volunteering as 
Steely and Stella

Contact Steele 
County Free Fair 
Office: 507-451-5305

FAIR MASCOTS

SEE MASCOTS, A8

By RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

It may have seemed a little out 
of character at a high school band 
parade to have a man playing polkas 
on his concertina, but what else would 

one expect from a musician who’s 
been delighting audiences around the 
area for nearly seven decades.

Luverne Wanous of Owatonna 
kicked off the Harry Wenger 
Marching Band Festival Saturday 
as grand marshal doing exactly 
what he loves—playing polka music 
on the “squeeze box” as he refers to 
it. “That’s my kind of music,” said 
Wanous. 

As he rode on a convertible through 
the parade route, Wanous found many 
people cheering him on with some 
even giving him a standing ovation. 
“I’ve played for some of their weddings 
and anniversaries,” he reflected. 

“It hit my vital organs,” Wanous 
said of being chosen grand marshal. 
“Never in my wildest dreams did I 
ever think of being honored like this. I 
don’t know how to explain it—it meant 

Wanous performs polkas while serving 
as grand marshal of band festival

“It hit my vital organs. Never in 
my wildest dreams did I ever 

think of being honored like this.”
Luverne Wanous

Veteran Musician

SEE BAND FESTIVAL, A3

By HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

WOW!
That reaction was echoed by 

members of the Arkema Citizens 
Advisory Panel (CAP) at a regular 
monthly meeting held at the Blooming 
Prairie City Center on June 13.

The WOW factor was provided by 
Blooming Prairie High School senior 
Riley Millam, who was the featured 
speaker at the regular meeting. Riley 
is also a member of the Arkema CAP.

Millam is well known at BPHS for 
his computer programming skills. He 
informed fellow CAP members about 
his creation of a special application.

He has helped in experimentation 
with the high school’s 3D printer 
and he has also been a member of 
the Wrench Warmers, the Blooming 
Prairie High School robotics team.

Just recently, Riley developed an 
app (computer application) to help 
high school Spanish teacher Jennifer 
Thomas.

“He’s amazing,” said CAP member 

Sandi Bass after listening to Millam 
tell about his programming escapades.

Millam said Señora Thomas used 
an online program to help with 
conjugation of verbs but it did not work 
so well.

Being a member of the robotics 
team, as a joke Riley said he could 
create a better one. His teacher took 
him up on his dare and worked on app 
development for about eight months.

On April 16, Riley learned that his 
app had been approved. He then went 
into Mrs. Thomas’ classroom and 
published the app in front of her. The 
app is free and available at the App 
Store. Students can access the apps 
from their cell phones.

Millam used a computer and his 
cell phone to explain his app creation. 
It’s filed under RAM Games, utilizing 
Riley’s initials.

Riley’s application is named 
“Conjugation Station.” He may create 
more conjugation programs for other 
languages.

Riley, an A Honor Roll student, said 

BP student dazzles Arkema 
group with new app

SEE ARKEMA, A3
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By RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The on-again, off-again 
trial for Steele County 
Commissioner James Brady is 
on-again.

Judge Carol Hanks has 
denied Brady’s motion to 
drop the charges against him, 
paving the way for a potential 
trial later this summer.

However, before a trial is set, there will 
be another attempt to settle the matter with 
the judge, Brady said. Brady will meet with 
the judge and prosecutor on July 10 in hopes 
of settling the matter without going to trial. 
This will be the third time all sides have 
attempted to resolve the case.

“I want to get this done as soon as 
possible,” Brady told the Times. “I want to 
get this done before the election.”

Brady currently represents District 1, 
which includes the cities of Medford and 
Ellendale as well as many rural townships 

SEE BRADY, A6

BRADY
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YOUR VIEW

OUR VIEW

GUEST COLUMN

Every morning I seem to go through a 
battle with my alarm clock. And it’s not 
pretty. I never seem to come out on top.

It begins innocently enough when the 
alarm clock begins with the radio going off  
indicating to me my earlier intentions of  
wanting to get up. Because I’ve had difficul-
ty getting up at times in the past, I’ve had to 
place my alarm radio on the other side of  
the room. I’ve developed this love-hate rela-
tionship with my alarm clock.

As soon as the radio goes off, I march half  
dazed across my room cussing under my 
breath and seeking answers about why the 
alarm clock mysteriously went off. “It can’t 

be time to get up yet,” 
I assure myself  as 
I appear to be sleep 
walking around my 
bed.

Thankfully my 
alarm clock features 
the most wonderful 
invention ever — the 
snooze button. That’s 
right for the next 
hour or so I play this 
squelch the pesky 
and annoying sounds 

game with my alarm. Every 10 minutes or 
so, I get rudely interrupted from my deep 
sleep to slap the snooze button and shut up 
the radio once again.

The snooze button is one of  life’s little 
luxuries, and it’s easy to kid yourself  into 
thinking that all you need is an extra 10, 20 
or 30 minutes in the sack. With one little 
touch, more sleep is headed your way. Or is 
it? Read on.

Somewhere during this cat and mouse 
game I have with the clock radio, the alarm 
turns from radio to a nagging sound that 
sounds like the world is on the brink of  
disaster. By about this time, I’m ready to rip 
the alarm clock out of  the wall and chuck it 

to China! 
“Doesn’t this little electrical box have 

any idea that I still need more sleep?” I ask 
myself  in disgust. It’s lucky that there is no 
sledgehammer within my reach. It wouldn’t 
be a pretty sight.

After about six rounds of  hitting the 
snooze button and building up enough frus-
tration to last a life time, I finally come to 
my senses and realize perhaps it’s time to 
really get up and end this 

I did a little research and found the Gen-
eral Electric Company unveiled the snooze 
button in 1956. It heralded the invention by 
promising a new, gentler way to wake up, 
guaranteeing a few extra minutes of  pre-
cious sleep.

In a perfect world, we wouldn’t need 
alarm clocks. Every morning we should be 
able to wake up exactly at the right time 
feeling refreshed and ready to leap out of  
bed. But sadly it’s just a fantasy for me. I’ve 
become a slave to my alarm clock as well as 
the snooze button. 

I have found that if  you set your alarm 
much earlier than you intend to get up, 
which I clearly do, you could be missing out 
on vital REM sleep in the morning. The bot-
tom line is, experts say, the snooze button 
can seriously affect your health. Disturbing 
sleep in this way can impair your mental 
functioning throughout the day, affecting 
memory, reaction time and even your emo-
tional state.

Clearly I have a snooze addiction. I simply 
have a straightforward lack of  sleep causing 
my reliance on the snooze button. 

Doctors warn that healthiness starts with 
the buzz of  your alarm clock in the morn-
ing. They urge people to make it a goal to 
avoid the snooze button. 

It’s time I go in hot pursuit of  locating 
some snooze-busting methods to cure this 
addiction that plays games with my body in 
more ways than one every morning.

You snooze, you lose

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER
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Tuesdays
Postmaster: Send address 
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One of  the most popular pages in the newspaper happens to be 
the page you’re reading right now—the opinion page. 

For years this newspaper has strived to build a strong opinion 
page offering the opinions of  not only the newspaper, but also col-
umnists and readers alike. We feel we’ve been successful as we have 
several journalism awards to prove our opinion pages are some-
thing to be reckoned with. 

Sometimes the topics are serious and important while other 
times they are light-hearted and serve as some humor for people 
to get through their week. Many times the topics are informative 
where readers can learn something they may not have previously 
known.

Writing a letter to the editor or an opinion column is the perfect 
forum for people to express a stance, exchange ideas and find out 
what other people are thinking about a specific issue.

The submissions that come from readers, or even the newspaper 
for that matter, may not change anyone’s mind, but it might at least 
make people stop and think. Our goal is to make readers under-
stand that there is more than one way, their way, to look at a partic-
ular issue at hand. 

Strong opinion pages help start or continue the discussion and 
dialogue on timely and important issues that affect people in the 
communities, school district, county and beyond. 

It’s important to clarify some issues regarding opinion pages. 
Some people believe that others who write a letter or an opinion 
piece, which we often place under the heading of  guest column, and 
take a stand on these types of  issues, are negative citizens. That’s 
hardly the case. They have the right to exercise their freedom of  
speech through the newspaper. In many cases, people who write 
letters or columns often times share the same opinion or ideas of  
readers who are reluctant to share their views.

It may be difficult for some people to express their ideas and 
opinions, especially on controversial topics, in a newspaper in a 
small community where everyone seems to know everyone. But 
we hope that never stands in the way of  being a deterrent to share 
your views.

Readers are encouraged to share their views with whatever is on 
their minds. This is a community newspaper, and we want nothing 
more than readers to help engage in lively conversation in an effort 
to make a healthier community.

Memories of All-50s reunions live on

!ere’s always hope with mental illness
If  you have a mental health condition, you’re not alone. One in 

five American adults experiences some form of  mental illness in 
any given year. And across the population, one in every 25 adults is 
living with a serious mental health condition such as schizophre-
nia, bipolar disorder or long-term recurring major depression.

As with other serious illnesses, mental illness is not your fault or 
that of  the people around you, but widespread misunderstandings 
about mental illness remains. Many people don’t seek treatment or 
remain unaware that their symptoms could be connected to a men-
tal health condition. People may expect a person with serious men-
tal illness to look visibly different from others, and they will tell 
someone who doesn’t “look ill” to “get over it” through willpower. 
These misperceptions add to the challenges of  living with a mental 
health condition.

Every year people overcome the challenges of  mental illness to 
do things they enjoy. Through developing and following a treatment 
plan, you can dramatically reduce many of  your symptoms. People 
with mental health conditions can and do pursue higher education, 
succeed in careers, make friends and have relationships. Mental ill-
ness can slow us down, but we don’t need to let it stop us.

I may be reached at 507-703-8159 if  anyone has additional ques-
tions or concerns. 

Remember, there is always hope.

Mark Jacobson 
Peer Support Specialist
Winona

By JOANIE MOSHER
The parties may be over but the memories of  

the All-50s Owatonna High School class reunions 
remain, as well as its financial contributions. 

Like many things, it all started with an idea that 
someone was willing to promote and move along 
with others who came on board. That germ of  an 
idea came from Charlie Peterson, OHS Class of  1957. 
In 1989, he met with Ted Ringhofer, OHS Class of  
1958, who at the time was the head of  the Owatonna 
Chamber of  Commerce. The two talked about an All 
50s OHS Reunion. 

That conversation led to the formation of  the origi-
nal All 50s committee. The members were: 1950 - Don 
Wesley; 1951 - Bill and Faye Allyn Kottke; 1952 - Don 
Bengtston, Curt Swenson, Liz Ringhofer Witt, Mary 
Lee Arndt Thamert; 1953 - Sherm Fjelstad, Dave 
Jensen; 1954 - Audrey Schley Arndt, Gus Bjorklund, 
Millie Fritze Peterson, Janette Fette Standke; 1955 - 
Jeanette Reiter Pirkl, Nancy Schmidt Sewart, Sonja  
Hanson Wenger, 1956 - Sharon Stark, Chad Lange; 
1957 - Charlie and Margie Austin Peterson, Lorraine 
Johnson Yule; 1958 - Steve Crippen, Doug Mathees, 
Ted and Wanda Bennett Ringhofer, 1959 - Harlan 
Manke, Joanie Reiter Mosher, Don Vogt, Bob Wikre.  

Not content to limit the party to just the 50s, it was 
decided to include the Classes of  1948 and 1949 and 
1960, Kathy Spatenka Kyllo; Marian Sharon Hawkins 
Besonen. Margie Grunwald Jensen, class of  1948 
joined the committee later.

The first meeting was in the lower level of  the then 
new Chamber of  Commerce building, and the dates 
were set: July 13, 2000 at the Monterey Ballroom; and 
Saturday, July 14, 2000 at the Four Seasons. With help 
from Ruth Thomas the OHS Alumni Association, the 
names and addresses were gathered, information 
was printed thanks to Steve Crippen, Class of  1958, 
and classmates were asked for donations to cover the 

expenses.
The first All 50s Reunion was a two-night, two-site 

party, with dance bands at both. More than 1,100 
people attended and Charlie Peterson was the emcee 
both evenings. On Sunday there was a picnic at Min-
eral Springs. The consensus Saturday night was to 
do it again. 

It was another seven years before the second All 
50s Reunion. On Friday, Aug.1, 1997, it kicked off  at 
the Eagles Club followed by a Saturday party at the 
Four Seasons. Charlie Peterson again was the emcee.

The All 50s reunion went on the road for its next 
gathering. Classmate Don Laughlin (class of  1950) 
who founded the Riverside Hotel and Casino in the 
town he named, invited the group to come there. 
More than 700 people attended the third All 50s 
Reunion held from Saturday, Feb. 27 to March 3, 2000. 

The fourth All 50s get together, was in early March 
2003, at the repeat invitation of  Don Laughlin in early 
March 2003. Don hosted a cocktail party in his pent-
house where security escorted us to the penthouse 
elevator.  About 300 attended. Joanie Mosher, with 
help from Ruth Thomas, had booklets printed showing 
names and addresses of  everyone from 1948 through 
1960, plus the addition of  Marian High School.

Three years later, came the fifth All 50s reunion. 
On July 28, 2006, the classmates met at the Steele 
County Fairgrounds Beer Garden. The band was 
Luverne Wanous. On Saturday evening, July 29, the 
gala banquet was at the Monterey Ballroom. There 
were 483 who weathered the heat and humidity. Both 
nights were in the 90s.

The sixth reunion was held in conjunction with 
OHS homecoming in 2009. Hans Hohrman arranged 
for a car from the years 1949 – 1960 to be in the home-
coming parade on Oct. 2.  Football game was at 7 p.m. 
and Saturday, Oct. 3 was a banquet and lots of  visit-
ing by 493 attendees.

The seventh reunion, with attendance of  225, was 

back at Riverside Resort Hotel and Casino. It was in 
early March 2008 and again Don Laughlin hosted a 
cocktail party in his penthouse. There was a banquet 
in the Starview Room, emceed by Charlie Peterson. 
Each class was invited to share something that 
happened during their years at OHS. Don Laughlin 
shared a little about his days in Owatonna and what 
happened after he left.

The eighth and what turned out to be the final All 
50s reunion was held during Homecoming weekend 
of  2017. On Friday, Sept. 29, 2017, 332 classmates/
spouses/significant others met for a buffet lunch at 
the Eagles Club. 

Again, Charlie Peterson was the emcee and each 
class was invited to share highlights from their 
class. Because it was homecoming weekend, Charlie 
recognized all the homecoming queens who were in 
attendance and has been the tradition, the school 
song, “Oh hail the Golden Indians” was sung, this 
time being led by the cheerleaders. The homecoming 
parade went right by the Eagles Club at 1:30. 

The final All 50s Committee was: 1949, Mark 
Rasmussen; 1950, Phyllis Dushek Springer, Donna 
Spiekerman Kubista; 1951,Tom and Collette Bruzek 
Sisser; 1952, Curt Swenson, Paul and Shirley Luthe 
Bengtson and Liz Ringhofer Witt; 1953, Shirley Olson 
Erickson; 1954; Audrey Schley Arndt, Mary Larson; 
1955, Francis Deml; 1956, Sharon Stark; 1957, Charlie 
Peterson, Vern Wilker; 1958, Delores Krause Kubi-
cek; 1959, Joanie Reiter Mosher, Harley Manke, Hans 
Horhman; 1960, Kathy Spatenka Kyllo; 1959 Marian, 
Sharon Hawkins Besonen.

At the wrap-up meeting, the committee voted to 
have no more reunions, and decided to donate the 
remainder of  the funds, $1,150 to the OHS Museum 
and $1,150 to the Owatonna Foundation.

Joanie Mosher is a proud classmate from all the 50s. She 
lives in Owatonna. 

Perfect forum for sharing your views
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DAVID RIESS MURDER INVESTIGATION

This gardening feature sponsored by:

Compliments of 
Steele County Master Gardeners 

     As you start your garden projects this year do you 
best to include some flowers that will provide for polli-
nators.  Ideally clusters of plants that bloom from April 
to September are desirable.  There are many shrubs, 
trees, and perennials that can be used, but some 
annuals will do the trick also.  A few snapdragons or 
zinnias added to the vegetable garden aid in pollinat-
ing.  Even the tomato blossom provides protein for the 
bees. Even though dandelions are the bane of some 
homeowners, consider viewing them differently.  They 
are some of the first sources of food for the bees.

Did you know 
Zinnias are also called the “Old Maid Flower”?

 
Steele Co. Master Gardeners Annual Plant 

sale will be Held
  Friday: May 18, 4-7 p.m.

  Saturday May, 19 7-11 a.m.
At the Steele Co. Community Building. 1380 Elm St. 

(at the Fairgrounds-new Location)

Featuring perennials, annuals, vegetables and some 
slightly “used” garden supplies.

If you have questions about gardening, lawncare, 
insects, soil, please contact us at 507-444-7687 
and SC Master Gardeners will be happy to reply.

GARDENING 
TIP OF THE WEEK

Did you know
   

Healthy lawns help control water runoff and con-
tribute to cleaner surface water. In Minnesota we 
plant cool season turf grasses. They can withstand 
the temperature and moisture extremes. Be sure to 
fertilize at proper times-not when grass is dormant or 
in midsummer. 

If weed control is necessary, only apply according to 
label directions and at proper stage of weed growth. If 
a lawn is newly seeded, do not use weed spray. The 
plant is too young and not strong enough to tolerate 
chemicals. Be sure to mow at a higher level.  A height 
of 3 inches or more encourages longer roots, forces 
the plant to search deeper for water,cools the soil and 
chokes weeds. Water carefully in early morning-too 
much water can lead to disease.     

Questions for Steele County Master Gardeners, call 
507-444-7687

     
Welcome to summer!!!

Highway 218 South 
Blooming Prairie • 583-2787

Open: Weekdays 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday Noon-6 p.m.

By HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The date was June 14, Flag 
Day in Blooming Prairie.

To recognize local 
patriotism in Blooming 
Prairie, the BP VFW Post 
878 Auxiliary presented 
a Patriotic Citizen Award 
to the Sundine family of 
Blooming Prairie.

The award recognizes 
local citizens for the daily 
display of the American 
Flag and for unsolicited, 
inspirational and patriotic 
service to the community of 
Blooming Prairie.

A special recognition 
certificate was presented to 
Marcy, Shawn, Henry and 
Harrison Sundine by Gerry 
Berg, Americanism program 
chair for the VFW Auxiliary 
and by Joyce Johns, VFW 
Auxiliary president.

The Sundines replaced a 
crab apple tree with a flag 
pole and an American flag. 
The pole is surrounded by 
some beautiful flowers.

“Congratulations, keep 
our flag flying and thank you,” Berg told the Sundines.

Marcy has been a member of the Hayfield VFW Auxiliary for 
36 years.

Past recipients of the VFW Auxiliary’s Patriotic Citizen Award 
have been: Minimizer; the Rev. Richard Hegal and wife Norma; 
Merle McNutt; Farmers & Merchants State Bank and US Bank.

PATRIOTIC CITIZENS
Sundine family honored with VFW award

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A Patriotic Citizen Award was 
presented by the Blooming Prairie 
VFW Auxiliary to the Shawn and 
Marcy Sundine family of Bloom-
ing Prairie. Representing the VFW 
Auxiliary were Joyce Johns, left, 
president and Gerry Berg, Ameri-
canism program chair. The Sundine 
family incudes Marcy, Harrison, 
Henry and Shawn. 

ARKEMA: Millam dazzles
FROM A1

BAND FESTIVAL: Mr. Music
FROM A1

he has self taught himself about computer programming. He said 
he knows six program languages.

Looking ahead to his future plans, Riley said he likely will 
target a computer engineer career. “I can’t imagine sitting at a 
desk,” Millam said. He said he enjoys working with graphics in 
creating programs.

Riley hopes to develop more apps in the future. He’s working 
on one now that will help users search for a word by using a 
built-in camera. “It’s kind of a weird idea,” he admits. This 
procedure will help find a word in a large file.

He recently received an internship with IBI Data in 
Brownsdale. He will work with programing and website 
development. His robotics involvement helped him get the 
internship following an interview.

Prior to Millam’s presentation, facilitator Roger Sorenson 
introduced new Arkema plant manager Michael Green. He grew 
up in Wyoming and said he drifted to Minnesota accidentally.

The Times will introduce Green to the community in an 
upcoming news story.Next meeting of the Arkema CAP group 
will be on Tuesday, Aug. 8 at the BP City Center.

By AMY BENNETT WILLIAMS
NEWS-PRESS WRITER

 
No family members have visited 

accused killer Lois Riess since she’s 
been in the Lee County Jail, though 
her 33-year-old daughter Briana has 
sent $200 to fund her mother’s canteen 
account, from which she’s so far 
withdrawn $148.55.

Jail logs show Riess favors sweet 
and spicy snacks, spending more than 
$90 on treats like Hot Hot Hot BBQ 
Chips, Flamin’ Hot Cheetos, squeezable 
jalapeño cream cheese and All Energy 
Trail Mix. 

Her apparent favorite? Chick-O-Stick 
candy, orange sugar-coated tubes of 
peanut butter, which she’s bought six 
times during her jail stay. She’s also 
purchased Colgate, Lady Speed Stick, a 
towel and two T-shirts.

Minnesota native Riess, 56, is facing 
a variety of charges including second-
degree murder for allegedly shooting 
Pamela Hutchinson, 59, then stealing 

the Bradenton woman’s car and ID and 
withdrawing more than $6,000 from her 
bank account.

Riess is also a suspect in the murder 
of her husband, David, a 54-year-old 
worm farmer who was found shot 
dead in the couple’s Blooming Prairie, 
Minnesota, home March 23.

After discovering his body, authorities 
started hunting for his wife, Lois. They 
discovered she’d transferred money 
from her husband’s business account 
into his personal account, then forged 
his signature on three checks to herself 
totaling $11,000. The following day Riess 
turned up at Diamond Jo’s Casino just 
over the Minnesota border in Iowa, 
where she was a regular, but she was 
gone when law enforcement arrived.

The U.S. Marshal Service dubbed her 
“Losing Streak Lois” on account of her 
gambling addiction, said Fort Myers-
based Deputy U.S. Marshal John Kinsey. 
After leaving Fort Myers Beach, Riess 
fled west to Texas before the Marshal 
Service arrested her in South Padre 

Island on April 19.
She was eventually extradited to 

Florida and was booked into the Lee 
County Jail on April 28. 

In the weeks since she’s been in 
custody, Riess has had several visits 
from attorneys and investigators from 
the Public Defender’s Office. She hasn’t 
been disciplined or written up for any 
“response to resistance” incidents, 
Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman Anita 
Iriarte wrote in an email.

As for how she spends her days, her 
purchases offer some suggestions. 
Riess has bought 10 stamped postcards, 
a writing pad, envelopes, a book of 
word find puzzles and a pen. Riess 
waived her right to appear at a Tuesday 
arraignment hearing; her next court 
date is 8:30 a.m. July 11 for case 
management.

Amy Bennett Williams is a writer for the 
News-Press in Fort Myers Beach, Fla. She 
spent a week in Blooming Prairie on the 
Riess story in May. 

Records show BP murder suspect has a sweet tooth

COURTESY NEWS-PRESS
Details of what Lois Riess, suspect in the murder of a Florida wom-
an, has purchased while being locked up at the Lee County Jail in 
Fort Myers Beach.

By DENNIS MARSHALL 
SPORTS EDITOR

The 2017 Audit 
Presentation took place at 
the Blooming Prairie City 
Council’s June meeting on 
Monday, June 11.

The council approved the 
audit that was prepared and 
presented by Abdo, Eick and 
Meyer LLP.

Certified Public 
Accountant Erin Enstad 
made the presentation at the 
meeting.

She said her team 
examined payroll, 
disbursements, cash 
recipients, check records and 
any investment transactions.

Enstad said her firm did 
not find any inconsistencies 
or noncompliances.

Another thing the audit 
team did was to look and 
make sure the city is 
following all the state statute 
that they are required to 
follow.

“We did not find 
any inconsistent or 
noncompliance with the 
state statutes,” Enstad said. 
“That’s a very good thing.”

Highlights from the 
presentation included that 
cash in the General Fund 
went up by $5,270. 

Enstad said Blooming 
Prairie’s General Fund 
Balance is right there with 
other cities that have less 
than 2,500 residents. 

The audit reported the 
General Fund revenues were 
under budget by $132 and the 
expenditures were under 
budget by $92,263. Per the 
financial statements, the net 
change is $92,131.

Enstad said revenues were 
right in line with the budget.

The Sanitary Sewer Fund 
reflected a decrease in its 
cash account of $210,252. 
However, during 2017 the 
Sanitary Sewer Fund spent 
a lot on sewer maintenance 
and sewer lining.

“The Sewer Fund has 
consistently done a good job 
of covering their operating 
cost,” Enstad said. 

The Storm Sewer Fund 
and the Ambulance Funds 
reflected increases of $26,446 
and $33,673, respectively, 
while the Cemetery Fund 
saw a decrease in cash of 
$1,320.

This year the League 
of Minnesota Cities did 
not issue a refund from 
their Works Compensation 
Program, which accounts 

for the reduction of revenue 
throughout all departments. 

All General Fund 
Departments were under 
their expenditures budgets, 
except the Community 
Beautification Budget, which 
used funds held from the 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
donation in 2013 from their 
gambling account.

The new Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board 
requires the city to hire an 
actuary to do additional 
calculations on the Fire 
Relief Association’s financial 
statements.

The cost of the extra work 
would be an additional 
expense of between $4,500 
and $5,000.

The data from the extra 
work and costs would not 
have any bearing on the 
actual financials, just a 
statement in the financial 
notes.

IN OTHER BUSINESS,  
THE COUNCIL ALSO:

• Discussed and approved 
the final retainage payment 
of $2,753 to Municipal Pipe 
Tool for work completed on 
the 2017 CIPP Sanitary Sewer 
Improvement Project. The 
total project cost was $55,060. 
Payment of $52,307 was made 
in November 2017 with a 
retainage $2,753. 

• Approved promoting 
Tony Motl from Street 
Supervisor to Public Works 
Director, effective June 17.

• Approved the application 
for a permit to consume 
liquor in the park for a baby 
shower in the Firemen’s Park 
Pavilion on July 21.

• Approved the request 
from the Blooming Prairie 
Youth Club for permission to 
close 4th Street NE from 1st 
Avenue NE to Highway 218 
North on Saturday, June 30 
in order to hold the Blooming 
Prairie Youth Club Rib Fest 
and kids games.

• Approved the request 
from The Cue Company to 
2nd Ave NE Between Main 
Street and 1st Street NE 
in order to hold a Cancer 
Research Benefit Auction on 
Friday, Sep. 7 and Saturday, 
Sep. 8.

• Discussed and approved 
the request from the 
Blooming Prairie Cancer 
Group for a temporary liquor 
license to sell alcohol at the 
Cancer Research Auction 
to be held west of The Cue 
Company on Sep. 7 and Sep. 
8.

BP Council approves 
yearly audit

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
An Owatonna musician plays during the Wenger Band Festival 
Saturday in Owatonna.

the world to me.”
Music has been an integral part of Wanous’ life ever since 

he began playing concertina for a Christmas program in 
grade school. He attended a one-room school house for eight 
years near Owatonna before eventually graduating from 
Owatonna High School in 1953.

In 1958, Wanous purchased a new handmade concertina 
from New Ulm. He continues to use it today. 

He was still in high school 
when he began performing at 
the Steele County Free Fair. 
Wanous, 82, has lost count, but 
he thinks it’s about 70 straight 
years that he has played at the 
fair. “I’ll be back again this 
year,” he said, noting he will be 
playing all six days of the fair.

Wanous has a grandson who 
graduated from Owatonna 
after playing in the band 
for several years. “I enjoyed 
ribbing him that the band 
would have sounded better 
with a concertina,” he said 
with a smile.

The veteran polka king 
said there were no such music 
programs when he went to 
school. “I learned to play by 
ear, and it was all self-taught,” 
he said. 

He now marvels at the 
quality of music performed by 
high school marching bands. 
“I think there is some super 
talent,” Wanous said. “I admire 
the kids for the teaching they 
are getting,” he added.

In the late 1950s, Wanous formed his own seven-piece band 
that played at weddings and ballrooms for many years. Sadly, 
Wanous said, the popularity of old-time music is waning as 
is ballroom music in general. He rattled off a whole list of 
ballrooms around the region he used to play at that are no 
longer in business, many of which have even been demolished. 

But Wanous doesn’t miss a beat as he still performs around 
the area at many nursing homes and celebrations. Last 
weekend he traveled to the Brainerd area to play at a 75th 
wedding anniversary. He plays at about 120 jobs throughout 
the year.

“Playing comes from the heart,” Wanous said. “When you 
can see so many people have fun, that’s what makes it so 
special.”

For most of his adult life Wanous farmed 1,000 acres south of 
Owatonna. But make no question about what his priority was. 
“Playing concertina came first and farming came second,” he 
said. “I couldn’t live without music.”

Wanous found being the grand marshal as a “true honor,” 
and one of the highlights of his career. He thanked the Wenger 
Corporation for making it all possible for him. 

Just like his music, his real feelings come from the heart.
“I’m proud to be honored,” he said.

CLASS A
Lake City
KMS
Richfield
Winona Cotter

CLASS AA
Henry Sibley
Dassel-Cokota
Milaca

CLASS AAA
728 Cadets
Waconia
Mankato 77 Lancers
Champlin Park
Patriots Marching Band

GRAND CHAMPION  
& PEOPLE’S CHOICE
728 Cadets

WENGER BAND  
FESTIVAL WINNERS
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History from the News Archives
10 Years Ago

June 17, 2008
         DAN EVANS, PUBLISHER

Blooming Prairie Superintendent of Schools Barry Olson states 
that renovations on the school are moving along well and are on 
budget. The first phase includes improved computer labs, the 
library, science rooms, and a new multi-purpose room. The school 
board is looking into an operating levy that would provide the 
schools with around $300,000 annually.

The Owatonna Chamber of Commerce Board has joined with 
other groups, businesses and individuals in supporting plans for 
a Steele County History Center to be built in Owatonna. The $3 
million History Center project is being funded entirely through 
contributions from individuals, businesses and foundations. 
The County Board of Commissioners has donated a building site 
adjoining the Steele County Historical Society’s headquarters and 
their Village of Yesteryear along Austin Road in Owatonna.

U.S. Bank in Blooming Prairie is honoring Carol Kirkebon 
for 25 years and Sandy Holmes for 10 years of service to the 
company. Kirkebon works as a teller and Holmes as the sales and 
service coordinator. Chairole Williamson, branch manager of the 
Blooming Prairie Office, states that both of these girls work very 
hard to demonstrate Five Star Service, putting their customers 
first.

20 Years Ago
June 16, 1998

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER
The results of the statewide Minnesota Comprehensive 

Assessments have arrived. Third and fifth graders were tested in 
both math and reading. Overall, Blooming Prairie students are 
scoring right around the state average, but a closer look indicates 
higher scores in language arts and lower scores in mathematics

An almost ideal day greeted the Blooming Prairie Country 
Club’s first tournament of the season as 10 teams of five men 
competed in the annual Racehorse event on Saturday, June 13. The 
team of Ray Olson, Jay Iverson, Herman Lembke, Denny Zwiener 
and BudEbeling came out on top with an 18-hole total of 198 points. 
Tournament director Carl Peterson expressed satisfaction with 
the fine weather and the rapid play during the day and called this 
first competitive event of the season an unqualified success.

For the second time in 1½ years, the City of Blooming Prairie 
will see its sewer rates increase. Unlike 18 months ago, this time a 
rescue from the general fund is not possible. Therefore, the rates 
from $2.10 per thousand gallons will raise to $2.30; the base rate 
from $13.50 is also increasing to $15 a month. A $15,000 deficit 
in the sewer fund is anticipated by the end of the year due to 
breakdowns as the treatment plant ages.

The third annual Miss Firecracker event was cancelled this 
year due to lack of interest. The program was triggered two years 
ago to have local youth represented in the Fourth of July parade. 
Participants are judged on manners, poise, grace, talent, interview 
and presence. 1995 winner was Alyssa Habberstad, and 1996 
winner was Samantha Kraling.

50 Years Ago
June 13, 1968

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, PUBLISHERS
Attorney and Mrs. Glenn S. Thorson have displayed their 

support of a community project which is being undertaken to help 
Blooming Prairie to grow by presenting to Prairie Manors, Inc. 
a check for $19,200. Donald Morrison, president of the non-profit 
organization, stated that $125,000 must be raised by the people of 
Blooming Prairie to furnish a nursing home and guarantee capital 
for the first year’s operation.

Mary K. Peterson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Peterson, 
Blooming Prairie, was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree from 
the College of Education at the University of Minnesota. Her major 
was in Spanish and minor in English. She has accepted a teaching 
position starting next fall in the Wayzata Senior High School.

Harris M. Peterson presented his child-proof bottle cap at the 
Inventor’s Congress in Redwood Falls June 7-8-9. He reported that 
his invention drew a lot of attention and was one of the biggest 
features at the show. He has reserved a booth for next year and 
plans to display many of his other inventions. 

75 Years Ago
June 17, 1943

        FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER
The war department announces the names of 560 United States 

soldiers who were given as prisoners of war by the enemy. 264 were 
held by Japan, 291 by Germany, and 5 by Italy. Lloyd Larson of 
Blooming Prairie is one of the captives held by the Japs. His next 
kin, according to the war department release is Kenneth Larson, a 
brother of Lloyd.

How to Make a Living Will
Dear Savvy Senior,

What’s the best way to go about 
making a living will? I recently retired 
and would like to start getting my 
affairs in order, just in case.

Approaching 70

Dear Approaching,
Preparing a living will now is a 

smart decision that gives you say in 
how you want to be treated at the end 
of  your life. Here’s what you should 
know, along with some resources to 
help you create one.  

Advance Directive
To adequately spell out your 

wishes regarding your end-of-life 
medical treatment you need two legal 
documents: A “living will” which 
tells your doctor what kind of  care 
you want to receive if  you become in-
capacitated, and a “health care power 
of  attorney” (or health care proxy), 
which names a person you authorize 
to make medical decisions on your 
behalf  if  you become unable to. 

These two documents are known 
as an “advance directive,” and will 
only be utilized if  you are too ill to 
make medical decisions yourself. You 
can also change or update it whenev-
er you please.

Do-It-Yourself
It isn’t necessary to hire a lawyer 

to complete an advance directive. 
There are free or low-cost resources 
available today to help you write 
your advance directive, and it takes 
only a few minutes from start to 
finish. 

One that’s completely free to use 
is Caring Connections, a resource 
created by the National Hospice and 
Palliative Care Organization. They 
provide state-specific advance direc-
tive forms with instructions on their 
website (CaringInfo.org) that you can 
download and print for free. Or you 
can call 800-658-8898 and they will 

mail them to you and answer any 
questions you may have. 

Or, for only $5, an even better 
tool is the Five Wishes living will. 
Created by Aging with Dignity, a 
nonprofit advocacy organization, 
Five Wishes is a simple do-it-yourself  
document that covers all facets of  an 
advance directive that will help you 
create a more detailed customized 
document. It is legally valid in 42 
states and the District of  Columbia. 
To learn more or to receive a copy, 
visit AgingWithDignity.org or call 
888-594-7437. 

Want Legal Help
If  you would rather use a lawyer, 

look for one who specializes in estate 
planning and health care related 
matters. The National Academy of  
Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA.org) 
and the National Association of  Es-
tate Planners and Councils (NAEPC.
org) websites have directories to help 
you find someone. Costs will vary 
depending on the state you reside in, 
but you can expect to pay somewhere 
between $200 and $500 to get one 
made.

Do Not Resuscitate
You should also consider includ-

ing a do-not-resuscitate order (DNR) 
as part of  your advance directive, 
since advanced directives do little to 
protect you 
from unwant-
ed emergen-
cy care like 
CPR. Doctors 
and hospitals 
in all states 
accept them. 
To create a 
DNR, ask 
your doctor 
to fill out a 
state appro-
priate form 
and sign it.  

Another tool you should know 
about that will compliment your 
advance directive is the Physician 
Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment 
(POLST). Currently endorsed in 22 
states with 24 more in some phase 
of  development, a POLST translates 
your end-of-life wishes into medical 
orders to be honored by your doc-
tors. To learn more or set one up, see 
POLST.org.

Tell Your Family
To insure your final wishes are 

followed, be sure you tell your family 
members, health care proxy and doc-
tor so they all know what you want. 
You should also provide copies of  
your advanced directive to everyone 
involved to help prevent stress and 
arguments later. 

For convenience, there are even 
resources – like DocuBank.com and 
MyDirectives.com – that will let you 
and your family members store your 
advanced directive online, so you can 
have immediate access to them when 
you need them. 

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, 
OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. 
Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of  
“The Savvy Senior” book.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Recipe
Corner

Sponsored by

Makes 35 to 40 bite-size 
balls

1 8-ounce package 
cream cheese, at room 
temperature
1 cup grated sharp 
cheddar cheese
1 teaspoon minced 
garlic

1 tablespoon chopped 
fresh parsley
1 teaspoon cayenne 
pepper
1 teaspoon freshly 
ground black pepper
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt
1 cup finely chopped 
walnuts

Spicy Cheese 
Balls

1. Put the cream cheese, cheddar, garlic, parsley, cayenne, 
black pepper, and salt in a food processor. Process for 5 to 10 
seconds, until well blended. Scrape the mixture into a bowl, 
cover, and refrigerate for 1 hour.
2. Spread the chopped walnuts on a plate. Shape the cheese 
mixture into 35 to 40 small cheese balls, each about the size of  
a large marble. Roll each cheese ball in the walnuts, coating 
the outside (you may to press a little to ensure 
sticking).
3. Serve the cheese balls on a large platter 
and enjoy!

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

HAVE A RECIPE TO SHARE?
Email to bptimes@frontiernet.net

OR Send to: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie

BP teachers earn 
higher degrees

                                           SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School teachers recently 
were presented Master’s degrees in Leadership Teaching 
and Learning from Southwest State University in Marshall. 
Pictured are (from left) Diane Pfieffer, second grade; 
Denise Hadrath, second grade; Chelsea Van Roekel, third 
grade; Emily Henslin, kindergarten and Heather Schiller, 
first grade.



Prices good 6/17 - 6/23

237 Hwy Ave. S.  |  Locally Owned & Operated  |  507-583-6671

Check out   UR     LLAR Selection!O OD

Imodium 
30 ct.

$1.50 off with  
20 savers points

Kemps  
Ice Cream 

132 oz. Pail

$1.50 off with  
20 savers points

Meow Mix Cat Food 
14-16 lb.  

Dog Chow Dog Food  
15-20 lb.

$1.50 off with  
20 savers points

Pepsi 
Products 
20 Pk.
12 oz. Cans

$5.99

Kickstart 
12-16 oz.

$1.00

Gaterade  
Sports  
Drink 

32 oz.

10/$10

OR

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE 17

COLIN CAMPBELL
DOUG MINER

NANCY VAILLANCOURT
LOGAN KONZ

CIERRA COUGHLIN

JUNE 18
CHRIS KLEMMENSEN

EMMA KORMANN

JUNE 19
ANTHONY SORENSEN

SARAH KRELL
CORTNEY EASTON

JUNE 20
CARTER BUMGARNER

BROOKLYN SIMON
ANDREA KVALSTEN

SUE ZWEINER

ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE 18
JARED & KRISTINE SMITH

PAUL & HALEY TOLLEFSON
HERMAN & CONNIE LEMBKE
PAT (BUCK) & JULIE COCHLIN

JUNE 19 
AARON & ASHLEY ANDERSON

NATHAN & LORI ARNDT

JUNE 20
JOSH & ELLIE JONES

ANN & QUENTIN WEEDMAN 
TOM & TAMMY HARBER

GRIEF 
  RELIEF

Direction with 
dignity from 
Michaelson 

Funeral Home 
in Owatonna. 

Cory Michaelson

What is grief like? Grief is like a series 
of waves that come and go, feelings 
that vary in intensity over a long 
period of time as we are constantly 
reminded of changes that result from 
the death of our loved one. We need 
to take time to face our emotions and 
feelings. Then make careful plans for 
our new lives without the deceased. 
Our feelings and grief may seem 
unpredictable and confused at times, 
but that is perfectly normal. 
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James D. “Jim” Prihoda, 62 of 
Blooming Prairie, passed away 
Sunday, June 10, 2018 at Mayo 
Clinic Hospital – St. Mary’s 
Campus in Rochester.

James Dean was born July 
29, 1955 in Austin, the son 
of William and Margaret 
(Bangert) Prihoda. Jim 
graduated from Blooming 
Prairie High School in 1973. 
He worked at Srsens Auto, 
Krampitz ITCO and Viracon. 
In the fall of 1989 he began 
his almost 30 year career 
as a plumber working for 
Christianson and Myre 
Plumbing & Heating, and 
Prairie Plumbing & Heating. 

Jim met the love of his life 
Monica Lammers on a blind 
date and on May 28, 1993 the 
couple married. In 1998 Jim 
achieved Master Plumber 
and continued his work until 
retiring in 2018 from Prairie 
Plumbing & Heating. Jim was 
a lifelong Blooming Prairie 
resident except for three years 
that he spent in Colorado. 

He appreciated the outdoors, 

especially fishing. He 
was proud of one of 
his largest catches, 
a 27 ½ inch walleye 
caught on Lake Mille 
Lac. He enjoyed turkey 
hunting, and working 
the family farm. He 
enjoyed spending his 
free time at the pond 
on the farm. Jim was a member 
of the Wild Turkey Federation, 
Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants 
Forever and the NRA. He 
was a longtime member of 
First Lutheran Church, and a 
supporter of BP Cancer Group. 
Jim will be greatly missed by 
his family and friends.

He is survived by his wife 
Monica Prihoda of Blooming 
Prairie; brothers Bernie (Sue) 
Prihoda, of Owatonna, Lloyd 
(Jane) Prihoda of Blooming 
Prairie, Daryl (Jane) Prihoda 
of Austin; sisters-in-law Shelley 
Prihoda of Blooming Prairie, 
Jeanne (Mark Haugland) 
Parmenter of Austin, Diane 
(Merle) Klouse of Rose Creek; 
brother-in-law David (Crystal) 

Lammers of Adams; 
many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and great 
nephews, and other 
relatives and friends.  

Jim was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
William and Margaret 
Prihoda and his brother 
Steve Prihoda.

Memorial services were held 
on Thursday, June 14, 2018 
at First Lutheran Church in 
Blooming Prairie with Pastor 
Heidi Heimgartmer officiating. 
Interment was at First 
Lutheran Cemetery. 

Memorials can be directed 
to First Lutheran Church or 
recipient of donor’s choice.  
Jim wanted everyone to be 
comfortable, and to remind 
everyone that casual attire 
for the funeral is welcome! 
Services prearranged and 
performed by Worlein Funeral 
Home of Austin.  Condolences 
may be expressed to the family 
online at www.worlein.com.

Meinard E. Haberman, age 
76 of Blooming Prairie, died 
peacefully on Tuesday, June 12, 
2018 surrounded by his loving 
family at Mayo Clinic Hospital 
Rochester, St Mary’s Campus.

He was born Oct. 11, 1941 in 
Austin, the son of Edward and 
Mary (Rysavy) Haberman. 
Meinard was a lifelong 
Blooming Prairie area resident 
and belonged to St. Columbanus 
Catholic Church.  He made his 
living working at the Union 
Creamery in Blooming Prairie 
as a butter maker, for Lysne 
Construction, and for Cybex in 
Owatonna.  

On Aug. 26, 1961, Meinard 
and Janice Marie Branderhorst 
were married at Litomysl 
Catholic Church. The couple 
raised five children. Meinard 
enjoyed being outdoors fishing, 
gardening, or driving around 
the countryside.  He also liked 

playing cards and 
going to farm shows. 

In later years, 
Meinard spent his 
leisure time sitting 
in his garage on his 
work bench eating 
his peanuts. He was 
a hard-working man 
and will be dearly 
missed by his family and 
friends.

Survivors include his wife 
of 57 years, Janice Haberman 
of Blooming Prairie; his 
children Richard Haberman 
of Claremont, Brian (Becky) 
Haberman of Northwood, Iowa,  
Jane Techau of Owatonna, 
Larry Haberman of Blooming 
Prairie and Thomas (Jessica) 
Haberman, also of Blooming 
Prairie; 20 grandchildren, 11 
great-grandchildren; brothers 
Robert Haberman and Eddie 
(Nelda) Haberman, both of 

Blooming Prairie, 
his sister Mary Alice 
(Ronnie) DeShanne of 
Ellendale; many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives 
and friends.  

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
his granddaughter 
Shannon, and his sister-

in-law Connie.
A Mass of Christian Burial 

was held on Tuesday, June 19, 
2018 at St. Columbanus Catholic 
Church in Blooming Prairie. 
Interment was in Bohemian 
National Cemetery, Blooming 
Prairie.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
are preferred to recipient of 
donor’s choice.  Condolences 
may be expressed to the family 
online at www.worlein.com.

Arrangements are handled 
by Worlein Blooming Prairie 
Funeral Home. 

James Prihoda, 62, Blooming Prairie

Meinard Haberman, 76, Blooming Prairie
LIBRARY BOOK NOOK

OBITUARIES

Libraries assist authors 
with publishing online

Do you have a book 
that you wrote that is 
gathering dust in your 
office, or taking up 
space on your computer 
drive? Would you like to 
share that masterpiece 
with the world, but don’t 

know the next step? 
Then visit the website: 
mnwritesmnreads.org to 
find out how Minnesota 
libraries are helping 
authors publish their 
books online.

Writers are given 
access to easy-to-use, free 
resources for publishing 
and sharing e-books. 
The books can then be 
shared with readers across 
Minnesota and eventually 
across the nation. 

If you are interested in 
finding out more about 
online publishing, follow 
the website listed above 
to access SELF-e, a tool to 
help you  at any point in 

your writing journey, from 
conception to publication  
You can enter the first 
annual Minnesota Author 
Project by June 30th by 
submitting a fiction or 
young adult book. Winners 
will receive $1,000 and will 
be featured in the Library 
Journal.

This week’s special 
children’s program will be 
Siama’s Music of the Congo 
on Thursday, June 21 at 
1 p.m.  Also don’t forget 
Monday movies at 1 p.m., 
Tuesday storytimes at 
10:30 a.m., and Wednesday 
Adventure Club at 10 a.m. 
See you at the library!

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

Scholarships for special ed students

Submitted photo
Advocates for Developmental Disabilities of Steele County awarded scholarships to 
students who received special education services during their high school years. From 
left, Marcia Meiners, board member; Thomas Erickson, David Keck, Logan Bauer, Laurie 
Running, director and Wendy Reller, board member. Not pictured: William Titchenal. 
Erickson of Blooming Prairie will be attending Riverland Community College in Austin 
and plans to major in computer science. Keck of Owatonna will be attending Riverland 
Community College in Albert Lea and plans to major in diesel technology. Bauer of 
Owatonna will be attending South Dakota State University and plans to begin his work 
towards a bachelor degree. Titchenal of Owatonna will be attending Winona State 
University and plans to major in graphic design.
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Pastor  
Aaron de Neui

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH
HAYFIELD

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 

FITNESS 

CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2
nd

 Ave NE

Blooming Prairie

507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

WANT TO SUBMIT 
SOMETHING TO 
THE WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE?
Contact us by email,  

phone, or mail:
bptimes@frontiernet.net

507-634-7503
P.O. Box 247, 

Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Joint Summer Worship  
with Trinity Lutheran  

Blooming Prairie
Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m. 

June 10, June 24, July 8 (Joint 
Summer Picnic, 10:30 a.m. at 
Blooming Prairie Gun Club), 
July 15, July 29, Aug. 12 and 

Aug. 26

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 
p.m. 

Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner, 
507-583-6621

firstlutheranbp.com
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m. 
Sundays

Education Hour: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun. 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 

10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar

507-451-2165
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Joint Summer Worship  
with Aurora Lutheran  

Church Owatonna
Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.

June 17, July 1, July 8 (Joint 
Summer Picnic, 10:30 a.m. at 
Blooming Prairie Gun Club), 
July 22, Aug. 5 and Aug. 19

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Rev. Todd Buegler, Senior 

Pastor
Rev. Dean Smith, 
Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Weinkauf, 
Associate Pastor 

507-451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org 

Worship: Saturday: 5 p.m.;  
Sun.: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 

10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: 6 p.m. 
Sunday School: 

8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
507-451-0447

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 8 a.m. Sun. 

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING 
203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 

507-451-6353
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan 

Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer

Fr. Jose Morales, Weekend 
Presider 

507-451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com

Reconciliation: 8:45 a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Children’s Church for 

Preschool – 1st Grade 
began Sept. 24

Faith Formation for 
Kindergarten

 – Confirmation: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays

Adult Study: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial 

Vicar
507-451-1588

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming 
Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation: 

3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.; 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate 
Pastor 

Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 
507-451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org
Traditional Worship (Pathways): 

9 a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Reformers Unanimous 

Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.
com

Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 

Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 
Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-721-1366

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Gateway Connection: 

6 p.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming 

Prairie 
Bishop Dennis Martin 

507-583-7532
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST

 OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

(Fellowship, Church School, 
and Adult Discussions follow)
Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 

May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, 

Owatonna
Pastor Bob Brauer

507-340-7143
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S.
Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

Ever heard of Jaime 
Jaramillo? 

In the 1970s, he was a wealthy 
businessman in Bogotá, Colombia. 
One day while walking, he saw a 
young girl climbing down through 
a manhole into the sewers below. 
He went home, put on a wetsuit and 
followed the girl into the manhole. 
To his horror he discovered about 90 
children living underground in the 
filthy, rat-infested sewers. They lived 
there to escape paramilitary gangs 
that were killing street children. One 
gang member said, “Killing these kids 

is like killing lice. We call them ‘the 
disposables.’” Appalled, Jaramillo 
went on to rescue as many kids from 
the sewers as possible and built a 
home where they receive an education 
and live in a loving Christian 
community. He did this for thousands 
of children.

This human example reminds me 
of the sacrificial love God has for all. 
God’s love sacrifices!

On Sunday mornings where I 
pastor, we have been looking at Jonah 
in the Biblical book of Jonah, who was 
called to go to the Ninevites to share 
about God. The Ninevites were  
 

some bad dudes!  Cruel. Hateful. 
Violent. Yet God sent Jonah, knowing 
how dangerous it was. God’s love 
sacrifices.

Last month at my church, we had 
a representative from the ministry, 
“Destiny Rescue”, share about how 
that ministry is rescuing young girls 
in Asia who were kidnaped for the 
sex trade. This includes men risking 
their safety to get these girls to a 
safe place and women who sacrifice 
time and money to purchase and sell 
jewelry made by these girls. God’s love 
sacrifices.

Volunteers in our churches spend  
 

time through Sunday school, VBS and 
more to teach and love children in our 
community and our churches. Why? 
God’s love sacrifices.

Who does God love, with all this 
sacrificial love? ALL! We can love 
sacrificially in many ways. Some may 
serve here in southeast Minnesota, 
and some may go, like Jonah to the 
Ninevites, or perhaps somewhere else 
around the world.  

If you are reading this, and you 
have experienced the sacrificial love 
of God, and are passing it on to others, 
thanks! Keep it up because…God’s 
love sacrifices! 

God’s love sacrifices
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Yes, it’s 
knee high 
by July 4

According to an old farming 
adage, the Fourth of July isn’t 
just our nation’s birthday, it’s 
also an important benchmark 
for the nation’s corn crop. If 
all’s going well, it should be 
“knee-high by the Fourth of 
July.” Right? Siblings Isaac, 6 
and Cory, 4 Stoen of Blooming 
Prairie do their own measuring 
and yep, the corn is already 
knee high and it’s still June. 
The Stoens are children of Me-
lissa and Brandon Stoen.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD

1998 when a caricature was made of the steer. 
Former fair manager Elmer Reseland, who also 
worked in Owatonna schools for many years, 
made Steely a live character in 1999. 

“Elmer was always coming up with different 
projects when he worked in the schools,” said 
Vicki Deml, fair secretary. “Each school had its 
own mascot. Elmer was big on mascots, and felt 
the fair needed one,” she added.  

The fair utilized a costume company in the 
Twin Cities to design the mascots, according 
to Deml. In 2010, Stella was added as Steely’s 
sidekick. 

For many years Richard Dalen and Joanne 
Nystrom took up the honors of being the 
mascots by themselves. In 2015, they passed off 
the duties to various volunteers.

A few years ago the fair tinkered with a third 
mascot, Stanley, to compliment Steely and 

Stella. “Stanley took a leave of absence. He’s 
in treatment,” joked Wayne Steele, publicity 
director of the fair. 

Fair officials would be just content sticking 
with Steely and Stella moving forward. 

The mascots are utilized for various parades, 
fundraisers and community events throughout 
the area. And, of course, they keep the magic of 
the fair alive throughout the six-day event.

Kozelka said the requirements for the 
mascots are anyone 21 years or older and 
personable. “We want people who want to have 
enjoyment and fun doing it,” he said, adding 
that a little acting would be nice to compliment 
the gig.He noted there are various outfits to fit 
different people. 

Anyone interested in joining the mascot herd 
can contact the fair office at 507-451-5305. 

MASCOTS: volunteers needed   FROM A1

BRADY: on trial
FROM A1

on the west side of the 
county. He is up for re-
election this fall and is 
facing opposition from 
Sylvia Archer of rural 
Ellendale. Brady was 
elected to the board in 
2014.

Brady is anxious to 
get this matter resolved. 
“People think I’m trying to 
hide something and I’m not,” he said, adding 
he seems to be in a no-win situation right now.

Ultimately, no matter what takes place with 
the criminal case, Brady says 
the voters will determine what 
happens. “The voters are going 
to be the judge and jury is what 
it comes down to,” he said.

“I’m not going to plead guilty 
to something I didn’t do,” 
Brady said. 

Brady, 55, was charged 
in June 2017 with a gross 
misdemeanor of officials not 
to be interested in contracts. If 
convicted, he faces a maximum 
sentence of one year in jail and 
a $3,000 fine.

Prosecutors accuse Brady of 
being in his official capacity 
as a county official when he 
wrongfully and unlawfully 
was directly or indirectly 
interested in a contract, work, 
labor or business to which the 
county was party to. 

Brady was set to go on trial 
in March, but it was postponed 
at the last minute. His attorney, 
Jim Ryan, of Rochester filed a 

last minute motion seeking 
to have the case thrown 
out. Ryan argued that a 
county commissioner is not 
considered an official, and 
therefore the charges should 
be dropped. 

Judge Hanks determined 
that Brady is a county 
official under state law.

The Olmsted County Attorney’s 
Office is handling prosecution of the case 
to avoid any conflict of interest with Steele 
County.

“I’m not going to plead 
guilty to something  

that I didn’t do.”
 James Brady

Steele Commissioner

Always local, 
all the time. 
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BASEBALLTRACK AND FIELD

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

Former Owatonna pitch-
er Alec Holcomb announce 
on Tuesday, June 12 that he 
would be continuing his colle-
giate baseball career at North 
Dakota State University.

“Excited to announce my 
commitment to continue my 

education and 
baseball career 
at North 
Dakota State 
University! 
#GoBison,” 
Holcomb said 
on Twitter.

Holcomb has 
spent the past 
two season at 

Des Moines Area 
Community College.

Holcomb has several looks 
from Division II or Division 
III schools after finishing his 
career with the Huskies, but 
he opted to attend DMACC. 

Holcomb finished his fresh-
man season at DMACC with 17 
strikeouts in 18 innings and a 
5.30 ERA.

Holcomb has worked very 
hard to improve the velocity 
of  his fastball.

He was throwing in the mid 
80s (miles per hour) his senior 
season at Owatonna and now 
he’s throwing in the 90s.

Holcomb made nine starts 
his sophomore season at 
DMACC. He lowered his ERA 
to 4.75, pitched 47.1 innings 
(third most on team) and 
struck out a team-high 58 
batters.

Holcomb also earned first-
team Academic All-Region 
honors.

NDSU finished this past sea-
son with an overall record of  
26-24, and played the Universi-
ty of  Minnesota at U.S. Bank 
Stadium.

Owatonna’s 
Holcomb 
heading  
to NDSU

ALEC 
HOLCOMB

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Although the track teams had no 
competitor of  championship caliber, 
both the boys and girls teams had a 
successful and enjoyable seasons. 

Several Blooming Prairie Awe-
some Blossoms had career seasons, 
and a few advanced to the Gopher 
Conference and Section 1A meet at 
the year’s conclusion. 

First year coach Chelsea Van 
Roekel said she was pleased with the 
number of  students out for track, 
both boys and girls.

A young girls’ team featured a 
record 23 letter winners, while the 
boys awarded 17 letters. 

Most of  the team members will 
return for another season. 

Following are the awards present-
ed to individual members of  the 
teams. Most Valuable Track Awards 
went to Alec Ille and Sam Wurst, 
with Outstanding Field Athlete hon-
ors gong to Gabe Hagen and Gemini 
Johnson. 

Alec Ille and Sam Wurst were hon-
ored as Outstanding Track Athletes, 
and Most Improved Awards went to 
Isaac Ille and Jacob McHenry for the 
boys and Megan Oswald for the girls. 

The Coach’s Award of  Excellence 
went to Jesse Schewe and Jerrin 
Jax and Sam Skillestad and Madi 
Lea received the Gopher Conference 
Sportsman honors.

 Zach Weber and Wurst led the 
teams in scoring for the season. As 
a team the junior high boys won 
the Gopher Conference Meet, and 
the girls claimed runner-up honors. 
The girls’ 800-meter relay team also 
earned a conference title.

For the boys’ team, the best marks 
for each event included: the 3,200 
relay team of  Schewe, Isaac Arnold, 
Adam Larson and Alec Ille timed 
a nine minuts and 29. 61 seconds, 
Xavier Rennie ran the 110 hurdles 
in 17.81, Gabe Hagen ran the 100 in 
11.75, and the 800 relay team (Mitch-
ell Fiebiger, Matthew Pryor, Weber, 
Hagen) timed a 1:38.53. 

Alec Ille toured the 1,600 run in 
4:32.70, the 400 relay team (Fiebiger, 
Pryor, Brian Jimenez, Hagen) timed 
47.92, Weber ran the 400 in 56.33, 
Xavier Rennie ran the 300 hurdles 
in 46.86 and Alec Ille ran the 800 in 
207.91.

Fiebiger timed a 25.13 in the 200, 
Alec llle ran a 20:30.78 in the 3,200, 

and the boys’ 1,600 relay team of  
Pryor, Alec Ille, Sam Skillestad, and 
Weber timed a 3:52. 93. Isaac Ille 
leaped 5-feet-4-inches in the high 
jump, Weber leaped 18-2 in the long 
jump, and Rennie leaped 34-7 in the 
triple jump.

Hagen threw the shot put 44-4 and 
sailed the discus 109-0.

Schewe jumped 9-6 in the pole 
vault to round out the boys’ individ-
ual bests.

Individual best marks for the 
girls included: Abby Smith, Rachel 
Oswald, Ann Kittelson and Wurst 

timing a 11:34.56 in the 3,200 relay, 
Asia Thostenson timing an 18.68 in 
the 100 hurdles and Abby Braaten 
running the 100 dash in 14.28. 

The 800 relay team (Gemini 
Johnson, Ayren Ingvalson, Wurst, 
Abby Braaten) timed a 1:22.82 in that 
event.

Abby Smith toured the 1,600 run in 
6:23.72, the 400 relay team (Johnson, 
Madi Lea, Sierra Larson, Braaten) 
timed a 55.13 and Wurst timed a 
1:03.33 in the 400. Rachel Oswald 
jumped the 300 hurdles in 55.01 
and Kittelson ran the 800 in 2:51.62. 

Braaten timed a 28.59 in the 200 
dash.

Asia Lightizer ran the 3,200 in 
13:57, and the 1,600 relay team (Kit-
telson, Greta Sunde, Braaten, Wurst) 
ran that race in 4:46.89. Wurst leaped 
5-0 in the high jump, Johnson leaped 
15-9.5 in the long jump and 27-10 
in the triple jump. Micalyn Trihus 
threw the shot 28-10 and the discus 
78-6, and Johnson jumped 8-1 in the 
pole vault. Those marks all were 
career best for the above named 
athletes. Overall, the season proved 
a success for the competitors.

Several Blossom tracksters set PRs

PHOTO BY JOSH ZIMMER
Blooming Prairie’s Sam Wurst completes in the high jump at the 2017 Class A State Track and Field Meet at Hamline 
University in Saint Paul.

When 
high 
school 
students 
are on 
recess 
for the 
summer, 
and high 
school 
sports 
are on 
hiatus, 
I always 
get that 
feeling of  nostalgia for the 
year just past, and some an-
ticipation that another such 
year is in the near future. 

The break in activity does 
give me a little time to savor 
the memories of  the past sea-
son and some time to rejuve-
nate my thinking.

I am not a fan of  hot weath-
er, but I realize that for most 
people, this is more to their 
liking than the cold and snow 
of  winter. 

The best thing about sum-
mer for me is the fact that I 
can get around without wor-
ry of  taking a tumble because 
of  slipping on icy patches in 
the street. 

I had several weeks this 
past winter that I barely 
left the house in fear of  bad 
streets, so I guess I should 
be thankful for this type of  
weather instead.

Among several things that 
I do like about summer is the 
sight of  green grass, myriad 
beds of  flowers, birds singing 
in the trees and burgeoning 
crops in the surrounding 
fields. 

All of  that more than com-
pensates for my dislike of  hot 
weather, and I am more than 
satisfied for the trade-off.

POLICE NIGHT OUT
Hats off  this week to the 

local police department on 
the decision to again sponsor 
a National Night Out Celebra-
tion. 

A special thanks to Police 

Chief  Greg Skillestad and 
officer Dan Peach for organiz-
ing this second annual event. 

I have often wondered 
why some of  our residents 
on various blocks have not 
participated in this nation-
al observance, but a whole 
community get-together is an 
even better idea in which to 
draw residents together.

The local police depart-

ment is making big plans for 
the event to be held in the 
city park on Saturday, July 28, 
with games, a laser demon-
stration, food and super 
heroes. This year the band 
Boiling Point will even be 
providing a live concert. The 
popular outdoor movie will 
also be an attraction again, 
and there should be fun for 
the whole family. 

More details will be forth-
coming later this summer, 
but residents should make 
plans to attend this national 
observance right now. 

A big tip of  the hat goes to 
the members of  the Blooming 
Prairie Police Department.

RESSLER GOLF ENDS
Blomming Prairie High 

School senior Jake Ressler 

concluded his high school 
golf  career in competition at 
the state golf  meet this past 
week at Pebble Creek Golf  
Course in Becker. 

Ressler carded an 85 the 
first day of  the meet, but then 
had a bad back nine on the 
final day to shoot a 96. His 181 
total for the 36 holes put him 
in 56th place in Class A golf. 

Ressler competed on the 
local golf  team that had won 
consecutive section 1A meets, 
and he golfed with this past 
year’s state individual cham-
pion, Tommy Braaten. 

It finished an excellent golf  
career for Ressler.

Although spring sports are 
now complete, it should be 
noted that summer basketball 
is still thriving. Several stu-
dents are competing in AAU 
basketball, and both the boys 

and girls are busy playing on 
teams in summer leagues. 
While most students are busy 
with other summer activi-
ties, these individuals still 
are competing in games and 
loving every minute of  it. 

COMING UP
Several events come to the 

community in the next few 
weeks, including the Bloom-
ing Prairie Youth Club annu-
al Rib Fest on June 30, and 
the Fourth of  July activities 
and celebration the following 
week. The Rib Fest is making 
an effort to make this annual 
affair especially appealing 
to families’ enjoyment, and 
a number of  games for the 
young ones besides the rib 
tasting will be available. 

The cost is relatively inex-

RELAX, RFELECT AND CHANGE

Outside 
the Lines 

LEMAR NELSON

PHOTO COURTESY OF CARL PETERSON
Blooming Prairie’s Jake Ressler tees off at the Class A State Golf Meet at Pebble Creek Golf Course in 
Becker, Minnesota on Tuesday, June 12.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CARL PETERSON
Blooming Prairie senior Jake Ressler poses for a photo with the 
Awesome Blossoms golf coach, Carl Peterson, after the Minnesota 
Class A State Golf Meet.

SEE OUTSIDE THE LINES, B2
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AUTO RACING

ACTIVTIES

OUTSIDE 
THE LINES: 
Hats off  
to all dads
FROM B1

STAFF REPORT

The Bandits tried to get 
in and out of  Hawkeye 
Downs Speedway Saturday 
without incident, but Moth-
er Nature had other ideas. 

Severe weather, includ-
ing a tornado warning, 
forced Bandit promoters 
to postpone the event until 
Sunday, July 29th. 

“We gave it our best shot 
and thought the weath-
er would cooperate, but 
during the first Challenge 
race of  the evening, we had 
to postpone,” Bandit Gener-
al Manager Jason Johnson 
said. “The most important 
thing is keeping everyone 
safe, including the Bandits 
and our fans.” 

The results from Satur-
day night, which include 
three Heat races as well as 
the Bandit Shoot Out, will 
count in the point stand-
ings. The rescheduled date 
will see the Bandits pick 
things up starting with 
the first of  two Challenge 
races. 

“We’ll run the two 
Challenge races and the 
A-Main Feature on the 
29th, beginning at 1 p.m.” 
Johnson said. 

All tickets from this past 
Saturday’s event will be 
honored on July 29th. Fans 
should bring their tickets 
or wristbands to the gate 
that day. 

“We will always try to 
make it right,” Johnson 
said. “Our fans deserve 
the best, so we aim to give 
them the best.”

Next up for the Bandits 
is their first-ever stop in 
Pennsylvania. 

They’ll be at Lake Erie 
Speedway in North East on 
Saturday, July 7th. About 
Bandit Big Rig Series The 
Bandit Big Rig Series re-
turns big rig tractor truck 
racing to the short track in 
the United States. 

The series was designed 
to be affordable and acces-
sible for anyone wishing to 
put together a race team. 
For additional informa-
tion, please contact Jason 

Johnson at (507) 676-1987, or 
email jason@banditseries.
com.

ABOUT MINIMIZER 
Leveraging more than 

30 years of  manufacturing 
expertise at its state-of-the-
art facility in Blooming 
Prairie, Minnesota, Mini-
mizer is not only the leader 
in poly semi truck fenders 
- we invented the category. 
Minimizer poly fenders 
and integrated bracket kits 

are nearly indestructible 
and are guaranteed for life. 
Our research and devel-
opment team constantly 
“tests and tortures” each of  
our products to make sure 
what goes on, in or is used 
to fix the truck meets the 
rigors of  our tough indus-
try. We also manufacture 
industry-leading light kits, 
mud flaps, tool boxes, tire 
masking kits, work bench-
es and other accessories. 
Our most recent innova-

tions include the world’s 
ONLY custom molded floor 
mats for semi trucks, as 
well as the revolutionary 
“whole body health” Mini-
mizer Truck Seat System. 
Minimizer has been family 
owned and operated for 
three generations. The 
company manufactures its 
products in the USA and 
makes everything tough 
enough to please tough peo-
ple in a tough industry.

pensive as well, as wristbands to 
allow unlimited rib tasting are 
only $10. This is a popular event, 
and a large crowd is anticipated 
for this big fundraiser for the 
local club. Proceeds go a long way 
to defray the cost of  program-
ming at the local club throughout 
the year, and local residents are 
encouraged to attend. 

The planning committee for the 
Fourth of  July has also worked 
hard to provide the usual and 
some unusual activities. 

In addition to the annual 
parade, activities and conces-
sions in the city park, and the big 
fireworks display the evening of  
the Fourth, some new events have 
been added. 

A walking tour of  Main Street 
is on the agenda, and a brief  
history of  each business building 
will be posted on the business 
windows. The Awesome Blossom 
race will offer a new wrinkle this 
year, as it will be run through 
alleys instead of  on the streets. 
That is a truly different route for 
that event. Along with all the usu-
al activities, this annual celebra-
tion will again attract thousands 
to our community.

A DAY FOR FATHERS
As I probably said on Moth-

er’s Day, it should be noted that 
fathers deserve obedience and 
honor every day of  the year, but it 
is still welcome to have a day set 
aside to honor fathers, just as we 
did for our mothers. 

If  I recall my own younger 
days, my father was a quiet man, 
who didn’t say much, but he was a 
great dad and raised us kids with 
a firm, yet respectful hand.

He would grow impatient with 
me, when he tried to teach me 
how to change the oil on the 
car or clean the carburetor, but 
he was also my biggest fan in 
watching me play baseball or 
basketball. 

I assume there are many like 
him, and all fathers certainly de-
serve the respect they are given. I 
hope it was a happy Father’s Day 
for all. Keep enjoying summer 
and its many activities, and we’ll 
talk again.

Bandit Series event  
in Cedar Rapids postponed

PHOTO COURTESY OF JASON JOHNSON
A young fan signs Craig Kruckeberg’s No. 55 truck ‘Tonk’ prior to the Bandit Series event at Cedar Rapids on Saturday, June 9th.
Owatonna’s Sydney Schultz competes for the Huskies at a track meet during the 2016-17 season.

Owatonna Parks 
and Rec offers 
summer of fun  
and activities

STAFF REPORT

The Owatonna Parks and Rec-
reations offer diverse choices of  
summer activities for all ages.

Golfers can now reserve their 
tee times for Brooktree Golf  
Course online. 

Registration is taking place for 
junior golf, parent and child golf  
and mommy/daddy and me golf.

A link can be found on the Owa-
tonna Parks and Rec and Brook-
tree webpages.

Season passes are still available 
at the Brooktree Pro Shop and 
payment plans are available.

Registration is also open for 
track, junior golf, summer camps, 
summer swim lessons, summer 
tennis lessons, learn to skate 
hockey, farm camp and Friday 
camp through Owatonna Parks 
and Recreation.

Season passes for River Springs 
are also available through Owa-
tonna Parks and Recreation.

The archery range is now 
opened. The range is located at 
711 North Elm Avenue.

Owatonna Parks and Rec are 
now taking reservations for the 
summer and fall park pavilions. 
Reserve for family reunions, par-
ties, small gathering, graduations 
and wedding receptions.

There are thee Movies in the 
Park planned for this summer. 
Movies begin at sunset (between 
7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. depending on 
the day). Details for each movie 
will be posted on the Parks and 
Rec’s website and Facebook page 
as the dates get closer. Movies are 
free and concessions are avail-
able. 

“Wonder” will be shown at 
Central Park on June 22 (June 23 
rain date), “Leap” on July 13 (July 
14 rain date) at Brown Park and 
“101 Dalmatians” at the Dog Park 
on September 14 (September 15 
rain date).

TURN OFF the television…
Encourage your 
children to make 
reading 
the newspaper 
a part of their 
everyday 
routine for 
lifelong learning.



STEELE COUNTY TIMES   TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018 | B3

It can be overwhelming to 
find a new living arrangement 
for an aging loved one, espe-
cially for those who are unfa-
miliar with the nuances of se-
nior living options. In order to 
find the best fit, one must under-
stand what types of housing and 

care are available and the key 
differences between them.

Senior care exists on a spec-
trum, and independent living 
(IL) is the least restrictive and 
assistive residential option. 
One step above IL is assisted 
living (AL). AL is also min-

imally restrictive, but as the 
name implies, this residential 
setting offers assistive services 
and supports. Let’s take a clos-
er look at the differences and 
similarities between these two 
senior living options.

Living Spaces
The independent living cate-

gory encompasses a wide range 
of housing arrangements, from 
apartment-style communities 
to housing co-ops. Generally, 
though, residents live in their 
own private dwelling spaces 
and have access to common ar-
eas where they can gather with 
other members of the commu-
nity. Independent living can 
also be referred to as an active 
adult community, senior apart-
ments, a retirement community, 
a 55+ community, or a retire-
ment home. Because this op-
tion is designed for seniors who 

can still live independently, the 
features and amenities in the 
individual dwelling areas are 
comparable to those in a typi-
cal small home, townhouse or 
apartment.

The typical assisted living 
arrangement is apartment-style. 
Individual units may or may not 
be equipped with full kitchens. 
Assisted living communities 
with specialized memory care 
units for seniors with cognitive 
impairment often feature in-
creased security measures (e.g. 
locked doors and extra surveil-
lance equipment) and may not 
allow residents to have kitchens 
in their apartments, due to safe-
ty concerns.

Some specialized commu-
nities, called Continuing Care 
Retirement Communities 
(CCRCs) offer independent liv-
ing, assisted living and higher 
levels of senior care all on the 
same campus to allow residents 
to easily transition between 
these settings as their needs in-
crease.

Amenities and 
Care Services

Independent living commu-
nities aim to make their res-
idents’ day-to-day lives a bit 
easier, thus enabling them to 
live on their own for as long as 
possible. The services IL pro-
vides are aimed at minimizing 
seniors’ daily responsibilities, 
not assisting with activities of 
daily living (ADLs). Landscap-
ing, laundry and housekeeping 
services, on-site dining facili-
ties, security surveillance, and a 
variety of activities and events 
are the typical offerings in IL 
settings. However, they do not 
have full-time staff dedicated to 
providing custodial or medical 
care.

“The main benefits of inde-
pendent living communities 
are receiving help with meals 
and housekeeping/mainte-
nance tasks, as well as having 

a centralized hospitality service 
building for socialization,” says 
Regina Wallace, director of the 
independent senior apartments 
program for the Hebrew Home 
at Riverdale in Riverdale, New 
York. “It’s not really about 
hands-on care in these commu-
nities.”

Assisted living, on the other 
hand, is geared more towards 
helping aging adults who need 
some assistance with activities 
of daily living (ADLs), such as 
bathing, dressing, doing laun-
dry and taking medications. 
Staff members, including at 
least one medical professional 
(typically a certified nurse prac-
titioner), are on call 24 hours 
a day in most AL residences. 
However, assisted living com-
munities don’t provide inten-
sive hands-on care or skilled 
nursing care for older adults 
with serious mental or physical 
ailments.

Both independent living and 
assisted living communities 
have recreation schedules that 
are unique to each facility’s res-
idents and their abilities. Com-
mon activities include game 
nights, field trips, support and 
discussion groups, holiday cel-
ebrations, exercise classes and 
continuing education courses. 
They also provide transporta-
tion services for shuttling resi-
dents to and from doctor’s ap-
pointments, the grocery store 
and other errands.

Comparing the Costs of Inde-
pendent and Assisted Living

Rent and utilities represent 
the primary cost for indepen-
dent living residents, accord-
ing to Wallace. Aging adults 
who live in communities that 
offer specialized recreational 
opportunities (e.g. private golf 
courses) may incur additional 
expenses in the form of mem-
bership and/or joining fees. 

Pet Cremation  
Services
for your beloved  
companion

Ask your veterinarian about PK for Pets.
  507.334.4458 

1725 Lyndale Ave N, Faribault

Our services include: compassionate 
care for your pet, personalized urn, 

keepsake clay paw print, and all 
returned in 24 hours.

A service of Parker Kohl Funeral Home

www.PKforPets.com
Follow us on Facebook

Homes starting at $33,320! “THIS IS WHAT
RETIREMENT 

LIVING IS ALL ABOUT.”

-  Underground Heated 
Garage

- Laundry In Each Unit
-  Independent Living 

for Active Adults 55+

Come Visit Us At Our
Upcoming OPEN HOUSE on
June 30th From 11am-3pm

SEE WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT
Call Holly at (509) 373-3039 today!

VillageCooperative.com/Albert-Lea-mn
2201 Stevens St., Albert Lea MN 56007

www.thewhisperingoak.com
901 Calvery Court, Ellendale     507.684.3026

Caring & Community

Whispering Oak
Assisted Living Community

400 15th Ave SW Austin, MN // 507-437-4594 // stmarksliving.org

Love. Honor. Compassion
St. Mark’s Lutheran Home And Apartments have 
been providing reliable rehabilitation services, 
assisted living, and skilled nursing care in Austin, 
MN since 1963. We love, care, and serve the entire 
Austin community.

Austin’s Premiere Senior Campus

Locally owned 

by John and Barb 

Heerema

Every life’s story 

deserves to be told.

Owatonna 
Granite & 
Monument

1180 Frontage Rd. E
Owatonna, MN
507-455-9551

OwatonnaGranite.com

LARGE SELECTION & LOW PRICES RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
CashWiseDelivers.com

495 West N. St. • Owatonna • 451-7220

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna •  Grocery: 507-451-1550 • Meat: 507-451-0071 • Monday - Saturday 7 am - 9 pm, Sundays Closed.

Experience Fareway’s
 Legendary Meat Market

Key differences between independent and assisted living
BY ANNE-MARIE BOTEK

MONDAY - SATURDAY 12PM-10PM  •  SUNDAY 12PM-6PM
MONDAY - MINIATURE DAY  •  FRIDAY NIGHT - MAGIC

SATURDAY - POKEMON & YU-GI-OH  •  SUNDAY - BOARD GAME PLAY

DOWNTOWN GAMESTORE FOR ALL AGES AND INTERESTS.

117 N. CEDAR AVE, OWATONNA • 507.412.9476

SeniorF  cusHealth & Fitness  

Retirement 

Money/Investment  

Activities & Hobbies



B4 | TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018  STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Lifelong area banker, Josh 
Burgess, has joined United 
Prairie Bank in Owatonna 

to lead the 
banking 
team as 
market 
president. 

“United 
Prairie Bank 
in Owatonna 
has a strong 
base in the 
community, 
and is ready 
to engage 

an experienced and deter-
mined leader to help bring 
the team to the next level, 
“ said Scott Bradley, United 
Prairie’s President/Chief 
Executive Officer. “Josh is a 
great fit, and we’re excited to 
have him onboard.”

Burgesss added, “I’m most 
looking forward to growing 
with this team. It’s great to 
be part of a community bank 
with local roots.”

He most recently held a 
leadership role as a regional 
business banking manager 
with Wells Fargo. He man-
aged a region that covered 

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

As 100 train cars of ethanol rolled off the 
tracks outside of the Al-Corn Clean Fuel 
Plant on the edge of Claremont two weeks 
ago for the first time ever, plant officials 
finally realized how serious they are about 
rail.

Al-Corn has just wrapped up a major 
$146 million expansion, allowing it to ship 
more product by rail. At the center of the 
expansion is a rail loop that allows Al-Corn 
to load 100 train cars before being shipped 
out to other areas of the country. The first 
shipment went out to the East coast. 

“People thought we were building some 
kind of race track with a loop track,” said 
Randall Doyal, CEO of Al-Corn. But it turns 
out to be Al-Corn’s attempt at keeping up 
with the ever-growing demand of ethanol 
throughout the world. Al-Corn constructed a 
one-mile loop track. 

Doyal expects two 100-car trains to roll 
out of Al-Corn on a monthly basis. It takes 
about one week to fully load a train with 
product. About 1 million bushels of corn is 
needed to produce enough ethanol for the 
100-car train. There is roughly 3 million 
gallons of ethanol on one train, according to 
Doyal. 

Needed to load the large rail shipments is 
locomotives. Al-Corn is currently leasing two 
locomotives to move the train cars around 
the plant. They also had to get special 
training for staff members to operate the 
locomotives.

At the center of the expansion is Doyal, 
who has been involved with 10 start-ups 
at three ethanol plants around the country 
during his career. He came to Al-Corn less 
than two years after it opened.

This is Al-Corn’s fourth expansion since 
Doyal came on board in 1996, but by far the 
largest for the facility. Previous expansions 
were completed in 1998, 2003 and 2007. 
With the latest expansion, Al-Corn’s capac-
ity is expected to be 120 million gallons of 
ethanol annually.

But, as Doyal pointed out, Al-Corn ex-
pects to get more capacity out of the recent 
expansion. The previous expansion was 
supposed to reach capacity at 45 million 
gallons, but Al-Corn was running at 52 mil-
lion prior to the latest expansion. 

Besides the rail operations, Al-Corn also 
installed a new drier as well as additional 
grain storage. “It’s a very efficient design,” 
Doyal says. 

Doyal noted Al-Corn is generating half of 

the energy it takes to operate the facility. 
This is accomplished through a process that 
features a jet engine turbine. 

Even with the latest expansion, Al-Corn 
still lags behind some larger operations 
across the state. Janesville, for example, 
produces 140 million gallons of ethanol. 
Another larger facility is located in Welcome. 

The expansion has created more jobs at 
Al-Corn, which has added 15 new positions 
this year. There are currently 50 people 
employed at the plant. “We tried to beef up 
our staff ahead of time,” Doyal noted. “We’re 
thinking we’re about right (at this time),” he 
said.

Another added bonus with the expansion 
is what it means to area corn producers. 
“It means a lot larger corn market locally,” 
Doyal said. “It means a better price for corn 
and more revenue for folks in the area,” he 
added.

Prior to the expansion, Al-Corn typically 
paid about 75 cents higher per bushel than 
other local grain markets. Doyal doesn’t 
expect that to change at all in the future. 

Besides the better markets, Doyal said 
Al-Corn will also generate significant tax 
dollars for the area. “It’s a huge economic 
engine,” he said. 

Doyal has had farmers comment to him 
in the past about the significance of the 
ethanol plant. He said one of those farmers 
told him, “You made the difference between 
making a good living and not making it at 
all.”

Worldwide market 
Before the expansion, the ethanol was 

shipped out on trucks to Flint Hills in 
Rosemount and other terminals in the Twin 
Cities. Much of it is then shipped on the river 
to markets in the south like New Orleans. 
“We shipped very little by rail in the past,” 
Doyal said. 

He expects the ethanol need to continue 
growing around the world. Last year large 
amounts of ethanol were shipped to Turkey. 

China and India have significant problems 
with emissions, according to Doyal. “Other 
countries are waking up to having clean air,” 
he said. 

“I never thought we would see the move 
(with ethanol) overseas,” Doyal said. “It’s 
kind of fun to see.”

When Doyal began his career in the 
mid-1990s, he never envisioned this kind of 
growth in the industry. He said ethanol has 
become 10 percent of the fuel supply in the 
U.S. Currently, Minnesota’s fuel supply is 
around 13 percent ethanol, he added.

Doyal doesn’t know exactly what the fu-
ture will bring, but he says Al-Corn is poised 
to handle the growing demand. A footprint 
for another 70 million gallon expansion has 
been worked into the current project.

“We’re always thinking ahead,” Doyal 
said. “We are very intentional with expan-
sion.”

STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

Train cars loaded with ethanol will now be rolling out to East coast

Staff photo by Rick Bussler
Al-Corn CEO Randall Doyal shows off a portion of the $146 million expansion that has 
just been completed at the Claremont ethanol plant. Al-Corn will now be shipping most 
of its ethanol by rail cars. Two 100-car trains are expected to roll out of Al-Corn each 
month loaded with ethanol.

Business Briefs

Al-Corn wraps up 
major expansion

Burgess hired at 
United Prairie

most of southeastern Minne-
sota, including the Rochester 
and Owatonna areas. 

Burgess is a finance 
graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin-LaCrosse, and 
obtained his M.B.A. at Edge-
wood College in Madison, 
Wis.  

In his spare time, Josh 
enjoys time spent with his 
wife and three children, as 
well as participating in the 
family business, harvesting 
maple syrup.  He also raises 
chickens and bees. 

BP Chamber celebrates 
State Farm opening

The Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce recently cele-
brated a ribbon cutting for State Farm Insurance, 417 Highway Ave. 
S. New management took over after Dale Borchert retired. Shown at 
a recent ribbon cutting are, from left to right: Greg Johnson, president 
of the chamber; Jeremy Wangen, BP Chamber; Joe Plemel, busi-
ness insurance representative; Jenn Trostem, office representative; 
Judy Plemel, agent ChFC; Crystal Wencl, office manager and Becky 
Noble, executive director of the BP Area Chamber of Commerce.

Josh 
Burgess
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A new face has been added to 
Kasson’s Main Street business 
district.

Becky Schultz opened a sec-
ond-hand clothing store, Becky’s 
Community Closet, May 29. She 
plans to offer a wide variety of 
clothing from newborns to 5X 
sizes. 

She will be striving for afford-
ability with her offerings for cus-
tomers. Most of her items will be 
priced $5 or less. Schultz plans 
to utilize a straight flat pricing 
system. For example, adult pairs 
of jeans are priced at $4.50. 

“I want to keep the pricing 
lower,” Schultz says, adding she 
wants her selections to be afford-

able for people to shop. 
The store is located at 19 W. 

Main St. next to the mini-mall at 
the corner of Mantorville Avenue 
and Main Street. The building 
has been closed for nearly two 
years. It previously was home 
to a barbershop and Daniel’s 
Restaurant. Schultz hopes to 
purchase the building in the near 
future.

One of Schultz’s goals with the 
interior of the store is to “keep it 
more shoppable” for customers. 
She is working on spreading 
items out throughout the store so 
they’re not all clumped together. 
“I prefer to have more space so 
they’re not bumping into people,” 
she said. 

Schultz acknowledges this 
is her first adventure into the 
business world so she’s learning 

as she goes. “I’ve always been a 
customer before,” she said. She 
added she would welcome any 
ideas or input people may have 
to make the store better.

Prior to opening last week, 
Schultz purchased inventory 
from another second-hand store 
that recently closed down. She 
also went to yard sales to clean 
them out on the last day. 

She said she has always 
wanted a second-hand store. 
Part of the lure of owning a 
second-hand store comes from 
her past. She grew up in a fam-
ily that relied on second-hand 
stores. She recalls when her 
father was out of work, her 
mother tried to raise them on 
one income. 

“There were times of struggle 
for us,” Schultz said. “It was a 

struggle for us to make ends 
meet,” she added. 

Schultz also remembers how 
her mother purchased clothes at 
a second-hand store and then 
came home to wash them so she 
could hide the fact of where they 
came from. “We were humbled 
by it,” she said. “We always 
wanted to do better, but it took us 
a while to get there.”

She also raised her family of 
“three and a half kids” on a fixed 
income and often reached out to 
second-hand stores and the food 
shelf for assistance.

“It was difficult for me to buy 
them clothing and stay within a 
budget,” Schultz said. With this 
store, she said, “I wanted some-
thing that would be more afford-
able and give back to something 
that has helped us.”

Schultz said there is often a 
stigma attached to purchasing 
items from a second-hand store. 
But she points out many of the 
clothes that come through have 
only been worn a few times. 
“Their pride gets in the way,” she 
said. “There is nothing wrong 
with it. There is no reason to be 
ashamed of it. If you need some-
thing, go in and get it.”

Her decision to open the store 
was also recently influenced by 
the fact that she came into some 
extra money. 

Asked what her goal is with 
the store, Schultz replied with 
a grin: “Becoming a millionaire 
on used clothes.” Seriously, she 
said, she’s not expecting to get 
rich, but just maintain enough 
money to keep the lights on.

Schultz and her husband 
moved to the Kasson area about 
three years ago from the Rush-
ford-Houston area. Her husband, 
Jeremy, operates a trucking 
company out of Kasson. She 
previously was manager of the 
Dollar General in Kasson.

Becky’s Community Closet will 
be open Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
day from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Staff photo by  RICK BUSSLER 
Becky Schultz, left, has opened Becky’s Community Closet on Main Street in Kasson. Her future 
daughter-in-law, Julie Schroeder, has been helping to get the store up and running. The store will feature 
second-hand clothing.

STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

New clothing business 
opens in Dodge County

Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation (SMIF) is currently 
accepting applications for its 
Small Town Grants Program. 
Towns with populations of 5,000 
or less in SMIF’s 20-county 
region are eligible to apply. Re-
quests of up to $10,000 will be 
considered.

“The success of last year’s in-
augural Small Town Grants Pro-
gram has prompted us to once 
again provide this opportunity to 
the smallest communities in our 
region,” said SMIF President and 
CEO Tim Penny. “This program 
is intended to breathe life into 
ideas that have the power to 
help small towns thrive, whether 
it is help with strategic planning, 
funds to implement a project, or 
a stipend to support a leadership 
development program.” 

The Small Town Grants 
Program seeks to build sustain-
able and vibrant communities by 
engaging community members, 
enhancing existing leadership 
and creating opportunities for 
new leadership to emerge. 
Rather than funding one-time 
projects the program seeks to 
build collaborative efforts and 
partnerships that will perpetuate 
collaboration for future work. Pri-
ority will be given to applications 
that demonstrate an asset-based 
approach, community collabo-
ration and buy-in, measurable 
results, and an effective solution 
to enhancing community vitality. 
Nonprofit organizations and units 
or agencies of local, state, and 
federal government are encour-
aged to apply.

Examples of previously award-
ed Small Town Grant projects 
include the development of com-
munity gardens, a trail system, 
a town brand identity, marketing 
approaches to attract new resi-
dents, a Makerspace program, 

Small town 
grants available 
through SMIF

Business Briefs

and a multi-cultural festival. 
  Applications are due to 

SMIF by Aug. 31. Awardees 
will be notified by Oct. 11. For 
the application and guidelines, 
visit www.smifoundation.org or 
contact Jennifer Heien, Grants 
Coordinator, at 507-214-7040 or 
jenniferh@smifoundation.org.

• Host families provide a room 
(can be shared), meals when not 
in school, some transportation 
to school events and lots of love 
and support! 

• OCEAN students have their 
own spending money and health 
insurance

• Host families are able to tax 
a small deduction for hosting

• Learn first-hand about anoth-
er country from a student that is 
growing up in a country

• Students are 15-18 years 

of age. The come from Europe, 
Asia, South America 

• While living with a host fami-
ly, students are expected to help 
out around the house the same 
as their host sibling.

Organization for Cultural 
Exchange Among Nations 
(OCEAN)

Janet Sinning 507-251-1657  · 
jsinning@ocean-intl.org

Kasson Public Library will 
soon host an exciting event 
sponsored by their Summer 

Reading Program.   On Friday, 
June 22 at 10:30 a.m.  the Min-
nesota ZooMobile will give a fab-
ulous program to be held at the 
Kasson-Mantorville High School 
Auditorium. Live zoo animals 
from the tropical rain forest will 
be present.  This promises to be 
a dynamic and fun experience 
for all ages, intending to inspire 
a respect and sense of awe for 
all life on earth.  

Minnesota 
Zoomobile in a 

special program!

This program is free and open 
to the public, and is made possi-
ble by the people of Minnesota 
through the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage/Library Legacy fund.

African drumming 
at Kasson Library!
The public is invited  on 

Friday June 29 at 6:30 a.m. to 
an evening of African drumming 
.   The drum is perhaps the 
oldest instrument in the world, 
and leading this hands-on event 
will be Mr. Sosthenes Kwesi 
Nunyapke, or “Uncle Kwesi,” a 
native of Ghana.  He will bring 
as many as 30 drums, and 
each family will have a hands-
on lesson in traditional African 
drumming.   Because of limited 
space, you must register ahead 
by calling 634-7615.  

This program is free and open 
to the public, and is made possi-
ble by the people of Minnesota 

through the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage/Library Legacy fund in 
cooperation with SELCO, the 
regional library system.

Billy McLaughlin 
and mystery guest 

in concert
An innovative and versatile 

performer and composer, Billy 
McLaughlin astounds audienc-
es with the breadth of sound 
he draws from an acoustic 
guitar. McLaughlin performs at 
Crossings on Sat., June 30, at 8 
p.m. He’ll be performing with a 
mystery guest.

Billy McLaughlin is recognized 
internationally as a world-class 
guitarist, Emmy Award winning 
composer and inspirational key-
note speaker who has appeared 
on Billboard’s Top-Ten Chart. 
Previously signed to Virgin Re-
cords’ Narada label, McLaughlin 
has 14 CD releases, 3 National 
Campus Entertainer of the Year 
Awards*, 5 Minnesota Music 
Awards and his decades of na-
tional concert touring earned him 
the Hall of Fame Achievement 
Award. 

 But in 1999 McLaughlin van-
ished from sight as his career 
crumbled due to a little-known 
neuro-muscular disorder called 
Focal Dystonia. After suffer-
ing several years without a 
cure or even a diagnosis, this 
right-handed guitarist embarked 
on an unlikely attempt to regain 
his career by re-learning his 
instrument….left-handed! 

 McLaughlin has resumed an 
international schedule of concert 
appearances and keynote 
speaking. He resides in his 
home state of Minnesota where 
he is proudly raising two boys. 

To reserve tickets, visit www.
crossingsatcarnegie.com, call 
507-732-7616 or stop in to 
Crossings at 320 East Avenue in 
Zumbrota.



Congrats
Luke!

Custom Building 
Components, Inc.

507.444.3912

Great job  
Luke!!

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Way to go Luke!!!Way to go Luke!!!Way to go Luke!!!

(507) 330-4717 

507-444-4166
101 N. Main St., Medford, MN

lisasfullservicestation@yahoo.com

Congrats Luke!

STATE  
CHAMP!
Special Congrats to  

Luke   
Johnston  
of the Medford Tigers  
on winning the State Class A 
Track & Field Championship!

Luke set state records in the 
Wheelchair Shot put and discus.

AT180614_122013 PARK & REC; 11.626 IN; 10 IN; BLACK; -

BERRY DELIGHTFUL
Yummy strawberries draw 471 guests to Red Oak festival
By HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

Strawberries have really 
sweet personalities.

One of those sweet 
strawberries was Lacey 
Haberman, 8, who came in 
a strawberry costume to 
participate in the 77th annual 
Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church Strawberry Social on 
Tuesday, June 12. Red Oak is 
located seven miles southeast 
of Blooming Prairie.

Fifty-nine Red Oak 
volunteers made this event a 
successful fundraiser for the 
church with funds going to 
missions and other causes.

Linda Christianson, 
chairwoman of the event, 
said 471 guests attended the 
summer festival. She said 
167 were fed over the lunch 
hour, including 40 from area 
nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities.

Elderly facilities included 
Prairie Manor Care 
Center and Heather Haus 
of Blooming Prairie and 
Cedars senior living, Oaks 
senior living, Sacred Heart 
Care Center, St. Mark’s Care 
Center/assisted living and 
Good Samaritan Comfort 
Care.

“We are so thankful 
for those who support 
our strawberry social,” 
Christianson said.

Strawberry social visitors 
come from a 20-mile radius 
including Blooming Prairie, 
Hayfield, Austin, Rochester, 
Ellendale, Hollandale and 
Owatonna.

In addition to consuming 
strawberries and shortcake or 
strawberries and ice cream, 
guests viewed quilts on 
display for purchase. A bake 
sale was also held.

Chances were also sold 
on a quilt made by Diana 
Magnuson. The quilt 
measures 108 inches by 108 
inches. The quilt features an 
interacting diamond design, 
teal blue and gray on one side 
and gray, black and white 
roses on the back side.

Christianson said 600 
tickets were sold on the quilt 
raffle. “A woman from Florida 

called early Tuesday and 
wanted to buy 200 tickets at $1 
each, hoping to win the quilt 
and give it as a wedding gift,” 
she related. 

Unfortunately, this ticket 
buyer was not successful. 
Sandy Bjork of Austin was the 
winner of the quilt. She and 
her husband are members of 
Red Oak.

Judy Wambeam handles the 
quilting projects as Mission 
Growth chair.Picnic activities 
outdoors were also provided 
youngsters who attended.

Christianson said she had 
tons of thank yous to send 
to those who helped make 
the event a success. She said 
the meat and cole slaw were 
donated.

“We have been working 
feverishly for two months 
on this project,” said 
Christianson. Planning 
is already beginning for 
next year with a critique 
meeting set for next week to 
summarize what went well 
and what needs to be changed, 
said Christianson. Next 
year’s festival will be held on 
Tuesday, June 11.

Christianson thanked Brent 
Ingvalson, church council 
president, for the extra work 
he put into the event.

Most of the food, including 
the 200 pounds of strawberries 
prepared for the social, 
either ran out, or was close to 
running out.

Red Oak volunteers served 
180 pounds of pulled pork, 
120 hot dogs, cole slaw for 500 
people and 2 1/2 roasters filled 
with beans.
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STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
An estimated crowd of 471 
showed up for the 77th Annual 
Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church 
Strawberry Social on Tuesday, 
June 12. This was a yummy help-
ing of strawberries, ice cream 
and short cake.



About 250 area children are 
safer this week after taking 
part in a countywide safety 
camp last week in Owatonna. 
At least that’s the hope of area 
public safety officials.

“We make it a huge 
community event,” said Matt 
Oeltjenbruns, a detective with 
Owatonna Police and chair of 
the Steele County Kid’s Safety 
Camp Board. “It’s a police 
deal, but it’s all of us together 
trying to make sure kids are 
safe.”

During the two-day camp, 
officials teach fishing, 
boating, camping, firearms 
safety at Lake Kohlmier and 
bike, electrical, equipment 
and fire safety at the 
fairgrounds. Various groups 
and organizations throughout 
the county join in to provide 
visual demonstrations of the 
different safety lessons. 

Though safety camp has 
been a staple in Steele County 
for 22 years, the lessons have 
changed over the years. 
One of the newest lessons is 
NetSmartz Internet Safety 
by Blooming Prairie Police. 
Internet safety, Oeltjenbruns 
said, is vital because kids 
“have a whole world at their 
hands” through computers, 
ipads and cell phone. “You can 
get yourself in trouble pretty 
darn fast,” he said.

Some of the other exhibits 
during the camp include 
vehicle extrication and 
Sparky’s Fire House by 

Owatonna Fire, State Patrol 
helicopter, electrical safety 
by Owatonna Public Utilities 
and farm equipment safety by 
Vern Wilker.

Bicycle safety was another 
popular class led by local 
police officers. The Four 
Seasons Centre was converted 
into an obstacle course for the 
kids to practice safety on their 
bikes. “We’re trying to make 
sure they are safe on their 
bicycles,” Oeltjenbruns said. 

He compares safety camp 
to parenting. “We have to 
teach kids young,” he said. 
“They may not understand 
everything, but we hope they 
understand some of the core 
concepts.”

This past year, after his 
predecessor and friend Jim 
Gleason was diagnosed with 
cancer, Scott Kozelka was 
named as the man to replace 
him as manager of the Steele 
County Free Fair.

Although not a native of 
Steele County, Kozelka first 

encountered the fair when 
he moved to town with his 
wife around 1980. She was a 
volunteer for 4-H and drew 
him in as a volunteer shortly 
after. 

Having worked at Aramark 
for 33 years, Kozelka brings 
a wealth of business acumen 
to the role. He will be retiring 
from his job this June in order 
to throw himself into his new 

role full-time.
“There’s always big shoes 

to fill in doing this,” Kozelka 
said, “we have a great fair, 
but we have to keep its legacy 
going.” Kozelka has served on 
the Board of Directors for the 
Steele County Free Fair for 
six years, and had volunteered 
in different capacities in the 
years preceding his tenure 
there.

Kozelka had been a 
mainstay within fair 
leadership, working under 
Elmer Reseland and Jim 
Gleason amongst others. 
One of the biggest positives 
Kozelka sees is the fair’s 
longevity. Having been held 
in Steele County for a century 
and half, and having been 
situated at the fairgrounds for 
100 years, the fair has become 

a tradition nearly as old as the 
county itself.

This year’s theme will do 
its best to represent the fair’s 
extensive legacy. Its slogan 
is: “A Century scene in 2018.” 
Kozelka hopes to replicate 
the continued success of the 
event. “We have to keep the 
experience high so that people 
will keep coming back.”
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Scott Kozelka eases into his new role

!e 4-H Adventures 
and Day Camps

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Aalayah Noasconi, 9, of Owatonna, gets a tight squeeze from Sparky during the annual Steele County Safety Camp Friday afternoon on 
the fairgrounds in Owatonna. Joining Sparky in congratulating the children on their accomplishment of learning about safety were Larry 
the Seat Belt Dummy, left, McGruff the Crimedog and Smokey the Bear. 

Ellendale Days 
kicks off Thursday

For new fair manager, it’s all about continuing a century of success

SCOTT KOZELKA

BY CHRIS BALDWIN 
STAFF WRITER

BY RICK BUSSLER 
PUBLISHER

SEE FAIR MANAGER, C3

SPARKING 
SAFETY EARLY

Camp focuses 
on safety for 
youngsters

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Steele County Commissioner Jim Abbe provided a third grader with a fist bump after completing the 
safety camp. Commissioner Rick Gnemi is shown at the left waiting to give his approval while Sheriff 
Lon Thiele is in the background. 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Donning safety camp t-shirts, participants in this year’s camp split 
up into various groups to do their very own safety cheers. Halle 
Anderson and Landon Amundson, both of Owatonna, were two 
of about 250 area children who took part in the two-day camp in 
Owatonna.  SEE SAFETY CAMP, C5

The City of Ellendale will 
host its popular annual 
Ellendale Days Festival 
starting Thursday and 
running through Sunday.

The festival includes 
many well-liked events 
such as a dance and a 
parade, but there will also 
be several new additions 
this year as well.

The weekend of events 
starts on Thursday with 
the Old Car Show at the 
Community Center, and 
Neverly Brothers Concert 
behind the Ellendale 
Municipal Liquor at 6 p.m.

A wishing lanterns 
ceremony will take place 
at the city’s football field 
starting at 8:45 p.m.

The “wishing lanterns” 
event was started after an 
Ellendale family suffered 
the death of their young 
daughter earlier this year.

However, the event is 
not just a memorial event. 
It gives individuals the 
opportunity to wish for 
anything they can imagine.

The ECAG will host 
bingo at the Community 
Center on Friday 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

There will be 20 games 
with each card costing $1 
and a 50/50 payout each 
game.

Minnesota Twins tickets 
will be awarded to the 
winner of the final game 
and a special raffle will 
take place during the 

event.
The First Lutheran 

Church Rummage Sale 
will take place on Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Unsung Hero Award 
will be presented to a 
member of the community 
who has gone above and 
beyond on Friday at 7 p.m.

The community voted 
on the winner by casting 
votes in different locations 
around town. 

The recipient will receive 
a plaque recognizing their 
contributions.

Additionally, the Lions 
Club will host a meat 
raffle, The NRHEG youth 
competition cheer squad 
will perform and the 
Grand Marshal will also 
be announced on Friday 
night.

There will be rummage 
sales throughout the town 
on Saturday, and there will 
be an Alzheimer’s Walk 
that will start at Floors 4-U 
at 9 a.m.

Registration for the walk 
begins at 7 a.m. Contact 
Allison Muilenburg for 
more information at 507-
383-6254.

A softball tournament 
starts on Saturday at 10 
a.m. at the fields behind the 
bus garage.

There will be free root-
beer floats, activities for all 
ages, music and snacks for 
purchase sponsor by the 
Community Foundation of 
Ellendale at the City Park 
from noon to 4 p.m.

BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
SPORTS EDITOR

SEE ELLENDALE DAYS, C3

Even though it seems like 
it’s been raining forever, 
summer is finally here!  
Oh I do love these summer 
days but as a parent I do 
have a hard time hearing 
“I’m bored,” “What is 
there to do!”  Well folks I 
have just the answer for 
you!  If you are looking for 
ways to add some exciting 
adventures to your youth’s 
summer than you are 
reading the right article!

Let me tell you about the 
Steele County 4-H Summer 
Day Camps! Youth do not 
need to be a 4-H member to 
participate in any of these 
camps. They just need to 
be a youth looking for some 
activity this summer!

The 4-H Day Camp is just 
that - Outdoor Fun!  This 
day camp will be filled with 
outdoor activities and craft 
projects.  We will start the 
morning at 9 with games 
and activities, at noon we 
will make our outdoor 
cooking meal and by 4 p.m. 
our day will be completed. 
This day camp will take 
place Thursday, July 20 and 
27 at Mineral Springs.  

The 4-H Adventure 
Club, which is held at 
the Library in Blooming 
Prairie at 10 a.m. every 
Wednesday in July. This 
Adventure club has lots of 
neat science experiments 
taking place.  

Our 4-H Garden 
Adventure, which is held 
at the Owatonna Hy-Vee 
on Thursday in June and 
July at 9 p.m. There will be 
hands-on fun with lots of 
gardening knowledge.    

All of these day camps 
are open to youth in grades 
3rd – 6th grade. The best 
thing about them is that 
there is no charge for 
these day camps. Yes that 
is correct it is FREE!  So 
call now space is limited. 
Remember you do not need 
to be a 4-H to participate in 
these camps.  

For information on these 
adventurous day camps, 
please call the Steele 
County Extension Office 
at 507-444-7685 or email 
steele@extension.umn.
edu.  Please pre-register for 
these events by calling the 
Extension Office two days 
before the scheduled camp. 
Add some adventure to 
your summer – participate 
in a 4-H Day Camp!

Tracy Ignaszewski 
is the 4-H program 
coordinator for Steele 
County. Steele Talkin’ is a 
regular column featuring 
authors from various 
organizations throughout 
Steele County. 

Steele Talkin’ 
TRACY IGNASZEWSKI
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Although the farmer’s market 
was held in year’s prior, the official 
guidelines were approved by the 
Owatonna Park and Rec Board on April 
6, 1999 and by the city council on June 
16, 1999, making it an official event for 
the city. 

Since then it has blossomed into a 
great way for the community to come 
together and share some of their wares, 
including craft items, food, and plants.

John Meixner of Little Professor 
Book Center has managed the farmer’s 
market since 1999, and in that time has 
seen it grow into a staple of summer 
Saturdays. 

Meixner feels that the farmer’s 
market is a vital part of creating an 
active and flourishing downtown space. 
His favorite part is walking around and 
talking to all of the different vendors.

“Every year the farmer’s market 
draws people to Owatonna’s downtown 
to check out the locally made and locally 
grown items,” said Owatonna Chamber 
of Commerce and Tourism President/
CEO Brad Meier. “It’s a great way for 
locals to sell items and to draw people 
into our central business district.”

Meier notes that this year the 
farmer’s market hours have expanded, 
starting at 7 a.m. and running until 3 
p.m. In past years the market finished 
up around noon.

“The farmer’s market has 
also been an outlet for new 
entrepreneurs to test their 
market and sell product,” Meier 
said of the event. “Some have 
gone on to opening their own 
business.”

MainStreet Director Shirley 
Schultz feels it is this prospect 
which lends itself to the 
market’s continued importance 
for the city. “The farmer’s 
market is a great opportunity 
for people to try their hand 
at entrepreneurship,” she 
explained.

“They have an idea or a 
hobby and get an opportunity 
to make some cash for their 
efforts and test the market,” 
Schultz said, noting that 
because of the exposure the 
farmer’s market can provide 
several businesses have gone 
on to a bricks and mortar location.

Schultz continued, citing that, “for 
example “The Hat Chic” proprietor, 
Tanya Hensen, saw a need in the 
marketplace for OHS Huskies fans.  She 
started creating hats, tees and items, 
selling her wares on Saturdays at the 
farmer’s market.” 

“Taking her business to the next 
step, Tanya opened as a pop-up store 
during the fall in a temporary location 
in a vacant building and the pop-up 
venue did so well that fall, that it turned 

into a permanent store in downtown 
Owatonna,” Shultz explained. The Hat 
Chic store is now located at 110 North 
Cedar Ave. in Owatonna.

“Tanya’s story of an entrepreneur 
is repeated across the country, where 
communities and MainStreet help 
grow businesses, jobs, and the local 
economy,” Schultz said. As MainStreet 
Director, Schultz sees a lot of value in 
the continued success of the farmer’s 
market. “The farmer’s market draws 
many folks into downtown,” she said. 

“Some continue strolling through 

some of our unique 
boutiques, shops, or run 
errands at the new Ace 
Hardware store, while sellers 
and shoppers stop for a coffee, 
breakfast or lunch at one 
of the local eateries where 
they run into old friends and 
neighbors,” said Schultz. 
Besides the increase in 
traffic that it brings to the 
downtown region, it is also a 
great way for the community 
to stay in touch.

Tebra Thiele, who sells an 
assortment of items, from 
craft goods to produce plants 
that vary with the season, 
says she gets many regulars, 
and has come to know her 
costumers each Saturday. 
“Its nice to get together and 
see people,” she said.

She has participated as 
a vendor at the market for four years, 
originally selling farm-fresh eggs 
before moving on to offer a wide array 
of items, including her much demanded 
oatmeal cookies. Thiele explains that 
she uses some of the money she makes 
at the market to help sponsor her sons’ 
hobby: stockcar racing. “I say that this 
is mom’s sponsorship.”

Although the weather this year has 
been less conducive during Saturdays, 
vendors like Thiele are hoping for some 
clear skies and warm days to get the 

community out in force for the event. 
“It’s nice when the weather’s nice.”

Thiele sees many members of the 
community at the market and says that 
it’s a good way to stay up to date on 
community events and the most recent 
news around town.

“The farmer’s market brings vendors 
and residents from Steele County 
together in Central Park on Saturdays, 
May through October,” Schultz 
said. “All products are homegrown or 
homemade by the seller,” she added.

“Downtown is buzzing with activity 
as customers peruse the stalls of 
products on Saturdays,” Schultz notes. 
When asked if she has a favorite 
product, Shultz responded with, 
“produce, jewelry and pies to name a 
few!”

The farmer’s market is held at 
Central Park in Owatonna and offers 
Steele County residents with the chance 
to peddle some of their homemade, or 
homegrown items, as well as enjoy the 
community togetherness such events 
foster.

This year’s farmer’s market will run 
until October, and is open from 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m., although vendors are free to open 
and close at their convenience.  

Supporting community events like 
the farmer’s market is both a great way 
to spend a Saturday, and a great way 
to ensure that Owatonna’s downtown 
remains a vibrant, and vital part of the 
community.

BY CHRIS BALDWIN 
STAFF WRITER

Homespun, homegrown, and homemade
Owatonna farmer’s market in full bloom for the summer season

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Farmer’s market vendor Tebra Thiele smiles as she treats 
customers to some farm-fresh eggs and oatmeal cookies. 

Thiele also sells craft goods and produce plants, includ-
ing jalapeño peppers pictured here. The farmer’s market 
will be open on Saturdays until October in Central Park 

in Owatonna. 
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Casting released 
for Little !eatre’s 

summer play

Small town grants 
available through 

SMIF

Big Brothers awards $35K in 
scholarships to area students

NEW FAIR MANAGER: Scott Kozelka 
FROM C1

Brief highway stoppages 
set near Owatonna
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Summer fun 
at the beach

STAFF PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Summer is officially here and the Pine Springs Swimming Pool in Blooming Prairie is open. 
Mavrick Schlichter was one of the first youngsters to frolic in the water and sand at the 
pool when it opened on Friday, June 8. Minus her two front teeth, Emerson Harberts enjoyed 
the sunshine while hanging out at the pool. The Pine Springs pool has been chosen as one of 
the top 10 outdoor pools in Minnesota. 

Highway 14 motorists 
south of Owatonna will 
experience brief traffic 
stoppages on the evenings 
of June 19-20 as crews set 
bridge beams, according to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation.

Crews will be setting 
bridge beams on Highway 14 
westbound, and the beams 
need to be delivered to the 
eastbound lanes so equipment 
can access the beams and 
place them. The work will 
take place between Steele 
County Road 45 on the east 
and Interstate 35 on the west. 
Work is expected to begin at 
8 p.m., June 19 and completed 
by 2 a.m., June 20. The same 
routine will occur from 8 p.m. 
June 20 to 2 a.m., June 21.

The State Patrol will stop 
traffic for approximately 
15 minutes on Highway 14, 
while crews deliver the beam 
and equipment is used to set 
the beam. Once the beam is 
set and the equipment has 
cleared the road, the State 
Patrol will allow traffic to 
start again until the next 
beam is ready to be set. Four 
beams will be set.

Also on June 19, motorists 
on I-35 south of Owatonna 
will experience lane changes 
while crews pour the concrete 
bridge decks on the Steele 
County Road 18 bridge, which 
crosses I-35. This work will 
occur during daytime hours.

Meanwhile, a detour 
continues for Highway 14 

westbound motorists who 
want to travel north on I-35. 
Motorists need to detour 
through the interchange 
loops at I-35 by taking the 
southbound I-35 ramp to the 
eastbound Hwy 14 ramp to 
the northbound I-35 ramp.

This bridge replacement 
project is in its second of two 
years south of Owatonna. 
Twelve bridges are being 
replaced on I-35 (eight 
bridges) and Highway 14 
(four bridges). Bridges 
on southbound I-35 and 
eastbound Hwy 14 were 
replaced last year. Two 
bridges on I-35 that were 
damaged by a vehicle crash 
last year are included in the 
project. One was replaced last 
fall and the second is under 
construction this year.

Lunda Construction 
Company is the prime 
contractor for the $29.6 
million project.

Motorists interested in 
more information about the 
project, may visit the MnDOT 
project website at www.dot.
state.mn.us/d6/projects/
steelecty-bridge/index.html 
and sign up for email updates 
on the project. Motorists 
should always be attentive, 
drive with caution, slow down 
in work zones and never enter 
a road blocked with barriers 
or cones. For real-time traffic 
information in Minnesota, 
call 511 or visit www.511mn.
org.

Little Theatre of Owatonna 
(LTO) is pleased to announce the 
cast for its summer production 
‘Seussical.’ 

Now one of the most performed 
shows in America, Seussical is 
a fantastical, magical, musical 
extravaganza! Our cast will 
bring to life all of your favorite 
Dr. Seuss characters, including 
Horton the Elephant, The Cat in 
the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, lazy 
Mayzie and a little boy with the 
big imagination-Jojo. 

The colorful characters 
transport us from the Jungle of 
Nool to the Circus McGurkus to 
the invisible world of the Whos. 
The Cat in the Hat tells the story 
of Horton, an elephant who 
discovers a speck of dust that 
contains the Whos, including 
Jojo, a Who child sent off to 
military school for thinking too 
many “thinks.” Horton faces a 
double challenge: not only must 
he protect the Whos from a world 
of naysayers and dangers, but 
he must guard an abandoned 
egg, left in his care by the 
irresponsible Mayzie La Bird. 
Although Horton faces ridicule, 
danger, kidnapping and a trial, 
the intrepid loyalty, family, and 
community are challenged and 
emerge triumphant. Seussical is 
fun for the whole family!

The directors for the show 

include: artistic-Bri Bergstrom; 
technical- Mary Butler Fraser; 
music- Kristi Westergaard; and 
choreographer- Diane Skala.

Members of the cast include: 
Cat in the Hat is David DeNeui; 
Jojo is Jackson Hemann; Mr. 
Mayor is William Behne; Mrs. 
Mayor is Alexis Ayers; Horton is 
Jason Meyer; Gertrude is Sara 
Wall; Mayzie is Emma Hellevik; 
Sour Kangaroo is Sarah Friesen; 
Young Kangaroo is Lucy Jacobs; 
Wickersham Brothers are Cody 
Jensen, Lucas Arndt and Ryan 
Huxford; Bird Girls are Courtney 
Kryzer, Tianna Moore, Jasmyn 
Harris and Payton Wunderlich; 
Grinch is Hank Bell; Cindy Lou 
Who is Sophia Qualley; General 
Schmitz is William McIntyre; 
Vlad Vladikoff/Yertle is Matthew 
Bueltel; Thing 1 is Ron Hager; 
Thing 2 is Sandee Hardee-Hagen. 
The Whos are Nicole Behne, Eva 
Chellin, Claire Fandel, Sadie Fox, 
Hannah Grams, Sophie Grams, 
Shelby Johnston, Madison Reese, 
Katie Trenda, Trevor Gieseke, 
Lowell Schultz, Addison Young 
and Jasher Young.

Performances will be at 7:30 
p.m. on July 12-14 and 19-21. 
Matinee performances will 
be at 2 p.m. on July 15 and 
22. Sponsored by the Wenger 
Foundation.

Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) 
is currently accepting applications for its Small 
Town Grants Program. Towns with populations of 
5,000 or less in SMIF’s 20-county region are eligible 
to apply. Requests of up to $10,000 will be considered.

“The success of last year’s inaugural Small 
Town Grants Program has prompted us to once 
again provide this opportunity to the smallest 
communities in our region,” said SMIF President 
and CEO Tim Penny. “This program is intended to 
breathe life into ideas that have the power to help 
small towns thrive, whether it is help with strategic 
planning, funds to implement a project, or a stipend 
to support a leadership development program.” 

The Small Town Grants Program seeks to build 
sustainable and vibrant communities by engaging 
community members, enhancing existing leadership 
and creating opportunities for new leadership to 
emerge. Rather than funding one-time projects the 
program seeks to build collaborative efforts and 
partnerships that will perpetuate collaboration for 
future work. Priority will be given to applications 
that demonstrate an asset-based approach, 
community collaboration and buy-in, measurable 
results, and an effective solution to enhancing 
community vitality. Nonprofit organizations 
and units or agencies of local, state, and federal 
government are encouraged to apply.

Examples of previously awarded Small Town 
Grant projects include the development of 
community gardens, a trail system, a town brand 
identity, marketing approaches to attract new 
residents, a Makerspace program, and a multi-
cultural festival. 

  Applications are due to SMIF by Aug. 
31. Awardees will be notified by Oct. 11. For 
the application and guidelines, visit www.
smifoundation.org or contact Jennifer Heien, 
Grants Coordinator, at 507-214-7040 or jenniferh@
smifoundation.org.

The Federated Challenge 
Scholarship Program was 
established in 2014 with 
the purpose of assisting 
“Littles” and High School 
“Bigs” who participated in 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
program with an opportunity 
to attend a two-year program, 
technical, vocational, or 
trade school. 

The funding for this 
scholarship is made possible 
by Federated Insurance 
of Owatonna as well as 51 
corporate sponsors who 
support youth mentoring 
through their donation to the 
annual Federated Challenge 
for the Kids of Minnesota. 

Nine local “Littles” and 
High School “Bigs” received 
scholarships totaling over 
$35,000. This year’s recipients 
include: Michaela Arrington, 
Agriscience at Riverland 
Community College; Jason 
Donkers Agribusiness 
Production at South 
Central College; Cheyenne 
Hays, Welding & Machine 
Fabrication at Dunwoody 
College of Technology; 
Anthony Hofstad, Law 

Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice at Rochester 
Community College; Ashley 
Ortiz, Nursing at Riverland 
Community College; 
Shayna Pender, Paramedic 
at Century College; Taylor 
Schmidt, Generals at South 
Central College; Madalyn 
Schwanke, Associate of Arts 
at South Central College 
and Jewel Stewart, Law 
Enforcement at Riverland 
Community College.

Big Brothers Big Sisters’ 
Mission is to provide 
children facing adversity 
with strong and enduring, 
professionally supported 
one-to-one relationships 
that change their lives 
for the better, forever. For 
over 40 years, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Southern 
Minnesota has been serving 
children and youth in Steele, 
Rice, Waseca, and Dodge 
counties. To learn more 
about getting involved, visit 
www.bbbsofsouthernmn.
org , Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
bbbsofsouthernmn, or call 
507-451-5922.

His philosophy is that the 
fair belongs to the entire 
county, and should not just 
be promoted based on its 
Owatonna location. “Every 
town in Steele County is a 
part of this,” Kozelka said.

At last month’s Medford 
City Council meeting he 
shared similar sentiments. 
“We want to get Steele County 
back into the Steele County 
Fair. It’s not the Owatonna 
fair, it’s the Steele County 
Fair,” Kozelka explained 
before he reminded those in 
attendance that his door will 
always remain open to the 
entire county for suggestions 
or advice.

“It’s a county fair,” Kozelka 
said of his open policy, “we 
just want to make sure that 
everyone in the county is 
represented and recognized 
as part of this.” He is hoping 
to hear some ideas from the 
many communities within 
Steele County, and is looking 
forward to building on 
those for next year. “We’re 
starting on small scale with 
suggestions this year, but we 
want to turn that into a big 
scale next year.”

Mike Hamilton, who has 
served on the fair’s Board 
of Directors for six years 
alongside Kozelka, said that 
while there were some other 
qualified candidates, Kozelka 
was clearly the man for the 
job. “I think he’ll do a great 
job,” Hamilton said, “he was a 
perfect fit, and we’re all happy 
to have him on board.”

“We’ll do a great job 
together,” Hamilton looks 
forward to fair season just 
as much as any other Steele 
County resident, despite 
helping manage and organize 
it. “It gets in your blood, and 

every year is exciting. There’s 
always new attractions, and 
seeing all the people enjoying 
themselves is great.”

According to Hamilton, it 
was a group effort for much of 
the year while the fair board 
was waiting on Gleason’s 
successor. “It’s a sad reason 
that we had to change, but 
we all chipped in and helped 
move it forward.”

Kozelka is grateful for the 
continued support and hard 
work offered by the staff. 
“We have a great group of 
people. They put a lot of time 
and sweat into this, and our 
directors are awesome.” 

When asked if he feels there 
have been any challenges 
so far, he was more than 
happy to explain: “They’re 
not challenges. They’re 
adventures.” Again Kozelka 
was willing to share a lot of 
the credit with those around 
him. “Everyone has their 
certain duty, and it’s my job to 
get us all on track before the 
fair gets here.”

He wants to keep the fair 
a communal experience, 
and hopes to bring in a lot 
of support to better envision 
his dreams. “One thing we’re 
doing now is getting youth 
more involved,” Kozelka 
explained. 

“We have a Junior Fair 
Board, which will work 
closely with us and have 
representatives come to some 
of our monthly meetings.” 
Members of both 4-H and 
FFA will be part of the Junior 
Fair Board, something 
Kozelka hopes might bring 
another perspective to the 
fair’s organization. “Getting 
young people involved, and 
continuing to have them be 
involved will be good for us.”

Open to suggestions, 
Kozelka wants to continue 
to keep all of Steele County 
closely involved in the process 
as well. “We’ve gotten some 
great input already from 
some of the other towns in the 
county,” he said.

“We’ll have annual changes, 
and are plotting some long-
range projects so I want to 
keep everyone involved,” 
Kozelka said, adding he is 
optimistic for the future, but 
knows it will take some effort. 
“The fair’s pretty big already, 
but to continue this success 
we have to keep up what we’re 
doing.”

The Steele County Free Fair 
will be held at the fairgrounds 
in Owatonna from Aug. 14-19, 
and is already promising to 
be a big event for the county. 
Those who wish to learn more 
can visit the fair’s official 
website at www.scff.org.

requested commissioners 
to work together with 
Hormel Foods to encourage 
producers to move hog and 
cattle manure operations 
away from streams and rivers. 
The League is also calling for 
action to require homeowners 
along north and south 
Dobbins Creek to have sewer 
systems in compliance by the 
end of this year. 

The League says there 
are about 1,700 homeowners 
across Mower County with 
questionable sewage disposal 
that they should be required 
to verify that their systems 
are up to standards. If not, 
they need to bring them up 
to today’s standards for the 
“good of the community,” 
League members said. 

Dolphin said the goal should 
be fishable, swimmable 
waters throughout the 

watershed, as called for by 
the Clean Water Act, passed 
45 years ago. “We want to 
expedite this big time,” he 
said. “We’re willing to work 
on solutions to get clean water, 
and not wait 45 years.”

Additional testing will 
be done this summer on 
tributaries of the Cedar 
River located on the south 
end of Dodge County, mainly 
between Blooming Prairie 
and Hayfield. “We will be 
looking for rain events,” 
Dolphin said. 

The League is reaching out 
to companies like Hormel and 
other agri-businesses to find 
out how to keep manure on 
the land and not in the water. 

Dolphin said “a real 
problem” has been created the 
high number of hog feedlots in 
Dodge County. “Pigs produce 
a lot of manure,” he said. He 
added the best thing that 
can be done is to work with 
farmers on best management 
practices when it comes to 
manure. 

While animal waste is a 
major concern, Dolphin said 
septic systems involving 
human waste are the primary 
focus right now for his group.

Dolphin is adamant that the 
county commissioners take 
action right away. “We have 
to see movement,” he said. 
“If we don’t have movement, 
we’re going to keep pushing,” 
he added.

He admits this is a complex 
issue with many variables. 
But, Dolphin pointed out, it 
can’t stop them from starting 
to find solutions. 

“Hopefully Mower and 
Dodge counties will be 
the start of bigger things,” 
Dolphin said. 
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The second annual Tour of 
Ellendale starts at 12:30 p.m. 
at the park, and the Ellendale 
Days Parade will begin at 4 
p.m.

The Lion’s Club will host 
kiddie games behind the bank 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The Ellendale Fire 
Department is sponsoring a 
Commercial Club Pork Chop 
Supper at the Community 
Building beginning at 5 p.m.

Perhaps the most looked-
forward to event, the Human 
Foosball, will take place from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the lot south of 
Post Office.

Residents can hit teachers, 
council members and business 
owners in face with a pie from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 
bank lot south of post office. 

The teen dance will take 
place from 9 p.m. to midnight at 
the Community Building.

The Steele River Band 
will perform from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. and the Hard Days 
Night Beatles Cover Band 
will perform from 10 p.m. to 
midnight.

On Sunday, the festival 
concludes with the Lion’s Club 
will host a Pancake Breakfast 
at United Methodist Church 
from 8 a.m. to noon; there 
will be a community church 
service in the park (weather 
permitting) at 10 a.m. and a 
tractor pull at 11:30 a.m.

There will be food booths 
in and around various events 
and in the downtown area 
throughout the weekend.

ELLENDALE:  
Ellendale 
Days Festival   
FROM C1

Everyone loves  
a parade!

Everyone loves  
a parade!



JUNE 20
9:30 a.m. – Garden Time, 

Owatonna Library 
1 p.m. – Adventure Club, 

Owatonna Library 
1 p.m. – Rec on the Go, 

Owatonna Education Center 

JUNE 21 
10 a.m. – Siama’s Music of 

the Congo, Owatonna Library 
7 p.m. – 11 @ 7 Concert 

Series, Central Park 
7 p.m. – History Uncorked, 

History Center

JUNE 22
8 p.m. – Movie in the Park 

– Wonder, Central Park 

JUNE 23
Owatonna Steele County 

Amateur Radio Club, McKinley 
Elementary 

7 a.m. – Noon – Farmers 
Market, Central Park 

9 a.m. – Youth Baseball & 
Softball Clinic, Manthey Park 

10 a.m. – Historic Walking 
Tour, Downtown Owatonna  

JUNE 24 
Owatonna Steele County 

Amateur Radio Club, McKinley 
Elementary 

JUNE 25 
10 a.m. – Rock-On, 

Owatonna Library 
11 a.m. – Golf to Prevent 

Child Abuse, Owatonna 
Country Club 

4 p.m. – Owatonna HRA 
Meeting, City Admin Building 

7 p.m. – Medford City 
Council Meeting, City Council 
Chambers

JUNE 20 
10 a.m. – Adventure Club, 

BP Library 
2 p.m. – Pony Tales, BP 

Library 
6 p.m. - Chamber Picnic, 

Brookside Campgrounds 
7:30 p.m. – Street Self-

Defense Class, BP High 
School 

JUNE 21 
1 p.m. – Siama’s Music of 

the Congo, BP Library 

JUNE 25 
1 p.m. – Movie Mondays, 

BP Library 

JUNE 30 
3 p.m. – BP Youth Club’s 

Ribfest, Servicemen’s Club 
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/GENEVA/HOPE

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

JUNE 20 
9:30 a.m. – Community Ed 

(Sharpie Art Coasters), NR 
HS Art Room 

4:30 p.m. – Community 
Ed (Panther Cheer Camp), 
Ellendale Gym 

JUNE 21
Ellendale Days 
10 a.m. – Community Ed 

(Learn to Draw), NR HS Art 
Room 

12:30 p.m. – Community 
Ed (Summer Adventures)

1 p.m. – Community Ed 
(Youth Basketball), NR Middle 
School Gym 

4:30 p.m. – Community 

Ed (Panther Cheer Camp), 
Ellendale Gym 

JUNE 22
Ellendale Days 

JUNE 23
Ellendale Days 
12:30 p.m. – Ellendale 

Area History Tour, Starts at 
Village Park 

JUNE 26
Ellendale Days 
12:30 p.m. – Community 

Ed (Summer Adventures) 
1 p.m. – Community Ed 

(Youth Basketball), NR Middle 
School Gym 
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Coloring with a patriotic twist

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Marilyn Witzel representing the American Legion and VFW auxiliaries of Blooming Prairie, recently presented 
awards to winners in the 2018 coloring contest sponsored by American Legion Post 52, VFW Post 878 and their 
auxiliaries. Winners from left to right were third graders Neila Nelson (third), Bella Schiller (first) and Ellie Hart-
han (second). 

Tax rally planned in St. Paul
On Saturday, June 30, 

citizens and experts will 
join with musicians and 
comedians to rally on 
behalf of transparency in 
government, and against the 
influence of Dark Money and 
corrupting lobbyist interests.

Originally scheduled for 
April 15th, Tax Rally MN 
2018 was rescheduled due to 
the epic blizzard of 2018.

Concerned Minnesotans 
and their families are invited 
to join between 11 a.m. and 

2 p.m. on the steps of the 
Minnesota Capitol to kick off 
the summer and celebrate 
Independence Week by 
embracing your Freedom of 
Speech. 

In addition to a great line-
up of activists and experts, 
the rally will feature free 
live music and comedy.  Food 
trucks will be on hand, or 
bring your own picnic.  Non-
profit organizations will have 
informational tables and 
giveaways for all attendees.

The June hours for the 
Steele County Veterans 
Service officer have been 
announced.

Rene Gilormini will be 
at the Servicemen’s Club 
in Blooming Prairie on 

Thursday from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. and at the Ellendale 
Community Building from 
11-11:30 a.m.

Any questions can be 
directed to the Veterans 
Service Office at 507-444-7460.

Veteran officer hours 
set for this week

J&H LIQUOR
Summer Bar Bingo: Mondays @ 6:30 p.m. 
June 18 • July 2, 16, 30 • August 13, 27

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.
Contact Harvey for details

2018 EVENTS
•  June 23: Cruise for cancer ride - $15 per rider 

Registration 9am-10:15am • Ride leaves 10:30 sharp • 5pm Return for Taco Bar 
•  July 3: Street dance (21 and over only)  

“Red Dirt Road Band” 8 p.m.- Midnight • Cover $5 • ID Required 
• July 4: Open 9 a.m. to close
• July 21: B.O.B. ride: “Toys for Tots”

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE  
YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY,  

OR RETIREMENT PARTY 

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR

3 4 0  E. Main St., Blooming Prairie • 5 8 3 -7 5 5 7

Do you make and sell baked goods, 
home-canned pickles, salsa, jam 
and jellies? Are you a cottage food 
producer? 

If you are, attend the Cottage Food 
Producer Food Safety Training on 
Tuesday, July 10, 1-5 p.m. at the U of M 
Extension Office, 1961 Premier Drive, 
Suite 110, Mankato.

 This advanced safe food handling 

course focuses on aspects of cottage 
food products including baked, 
confectionery, dried, fruit preserves 
and, acid and acidified fruit and 
vegetables. You will learn how to 
produce, package and label a safe food 
product. 

Wonder if your product tests as an 
allowable non-potentially hazardous 
food? Bring it along to the cottage food 

class and have it tested. 
If you sell more than $5,000 

annually, this workshop meets the 
training requirement to register as 
a Minnesota cottage food producer. 
Registration materials available at 
http://www.extension.umn.edu/food/
food-safety/courses/cottage-foods/. 
For more information contact, Karl 
 at 507-337-2808 or engel114@umn.edu.

Food Safety Training to be held in Mankato

Interested in discovering 
what motivates you, what 
gets in the way and how to 
manage and work through 
those obstacles? 

Integrative Health & 
Wellness coaching will 
help you identify your 
unique plan for health and 
collaborate on strategies that 
will work for you. Common 
areas of focus include 

exercise, nutrition, sleep and 
stress.

Sessions are held over the 
phone, in-person at Penny 
George Institute for Health 
and Healing—Owatonna 
Hospital or a combination 
of these options to fit your 
needs.

Sessions are scheduled 
Monday through Friday with 
the coach at times that fit 

both the client and coach’s 
schedules.

Linda Hoffman, OTR/L, 
is the Integrative Health 
& Wellness coach. She’s 
a licensed occupational 
therapist for more than 20 
years and has been certified 
by the WellCoaches Health 
and Wellness Coaching 
program. She’s passed the 
national certification exam 

for health and wellness 
coaches and has been 
providing coaching services 
through Penny George 
Institute for more than three 
years.

Initial sessions are one 
hour for $60. Follow-up 
sessions are 30 minutes for 
$30. For more information or 
to schedule an appointment, 
call 507-977-2171.

Integrative Health & Wellness Coaching, available at Owatonna Hospital

SAFETY CAMP: Sparking Safety Early  FROM C1

Oeltjenbruns finds that safety camp 
sticks in the minds of children. As a 
school resource officer at Owatonna 
Middle School, he often hears kids 
talking about what they learned in 
safety camp several years later. 

The camp also helps break down 
barriers between police officers and 
children. “They get to see our faces in 

a good light. We’re not just in squads or 
uniforms,” Oeltjenbruns said. “We’re 
there to show them we’re not mean 
guys. We like to have fun just like they 
do,” he added. 

Board members of the safety 
camp are Oeltjenbruns, Leila Kath 
of Owatonna Fire, Ted Mittelstadt 
of Izaak Walton League, Tony David 

of Steele County Sheriff’s Office, 
Christy Hormann of the Steele County 
Attorney’s Office, Lisa Boyd of Cybex, 
Courtney Rousenau and Tim Truelson 
of Owatonna Park and Rec, Melissa 
Beaver of Gold Cross Ambulance and 
Jake Peterson of Blooming Prairie 
Police.

 The Southeastern Minnesota Arts 
Council announces a call for proposals 
by individual artists.  

All proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than Sept. 1, 2018 and 
be completed within 12 months, 
culminating with a capstone event that 
is accessible and open to the public.  
Online applications will be available 
throughout June with an online 
submission deadline of 11:59 p.m. on 
July 1.

SEMAC, a non-profit arts agency, is 
designated by the State of Minnesota 
Arts Board as the regional arts council 
for eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Steele, Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, Mower, 
Olmsted, Rice, Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the grant 
application process, eligibility, or grant 
writing assistance, contact the SEMAC 
office at 2778 D Commerce Dr. NW, 
Rochester, MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.  Information may also be found at 

www.semac.org.
 To encourage the development 

of entirely original artistic works, 
SEMAC offers two distinct grants for 
individual artists: Proposals will be 
accepted from individual artists 18 or 
older who are full-time residents of the 
SEMAC region.  No matching funds 
are required.

Advancing artist grants
An Advancing Artist grant provides 

up to $5,000 in financial support to 
enable artists to further their work. It 
is intended to recognize, reward, and 
encourage outstanding individual 
artists in the region. 

An artist at this stage has created 
an independent body of work over 
a number of years and has received 
regional or statewide recognition of 
their work. Artists at this stage are 
often, but not always, committed to 
making a living as an artist, whether 
or not they are doing so. They may 
struggle with the balance of producing 

art and marketing their art. They 
usually have a well-defined audience 
and show their art locally, regionally, 
and perhaps nationally.

Emerging artist grants
 The Emerging Artist grant provides 

up to $2,500 in financial support to 
artists who are at a stage in their 
artistic development where they have 
some evidence of achievement but 
do not have a substantial record of 
accomplishment. 

The term “emerging” does not refer 
to an artist’s stylistic evolution but 
to the artist’s accomplishments and 
recognition. Artists at this stage are 
developing their talents and may have 
been noticed locally. Many artists 
remain in this category for their entire 
artistic lives.

Minnesota voters have made this 
activity possible through grants from 
the Minnesota State Arts Board by a 
legislative appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund.

Artists wanted for SEMAC grants

Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098



FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE

NOTICE

C6 | TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018 PUBLIC NOTICES STEELE COUNTY TIMES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

18-108522

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that de-
fault has occurred in the conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 22, 
2007
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $280,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Timothy J. Nelson 
and Stacy A. Nelson, husband and 
wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc.
MIN#:  100024200017549680 
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON 
THE MORTGAGE:  American Bro-
kers Conduit 
SERVICER:  Specialized Loan Ser-
vicing LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed June 26, 2007, Steele Coun-
ty Recorder, as Document Number 
A000350611
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: BAC Home Loans Ser-
vicing, LP; Dated: October 23, 2009 
filed: November 20, 2009, recorded 
as document number A000367871; 
thereafter assigned to Specialized 
Loan Servicing LLC dated February 
2, 2018 recorded February 9, 2018 as 
document number A000416923.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:
Lot 2, Block 2, Emerald Acres No. 3
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  618 Birch-
wood Ln SE, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER:  17-593-0202 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $309,989.03
THAT all pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied with; that 
no action or proceeding has been in-
stituted at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  July 6, 
2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main Of-
fice, Law Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN 
55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on said 
premises and the costs and disburse-
ments, including attorneys fees al-
lowed by law, subject to redemption 
within 6 months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY:  If the real estate is an own-
er-occupied, single-family dwelling, 
unless otherwise provided by law, 
the date on or before which the mort-
gagor(s) must vacate the property, if 
the mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under section 580.23, is 
11:59 p.m. on January 6, 2019, or the 
next business day if January 6, 2019 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAG-
OR, THE MORTGAGOR'S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESO-
TA STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH 
A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

Dated: May 7, 2018

Specialized Loan Servicing LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY ________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 
200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

5/15,5/22,5/29
6/5,6/12,6/19

18-109396
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the con-
ditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 22, 
2012
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $238,555.00
 

MORTGAGOR(S):  Phillip E. Daley 
and Carol S. Daley, husband and 
wife
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON 
THE MORTGAGE:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 30, 2012, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000384891  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:
Lot 1, Block 1, South Prairie Park 
Addition
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1915 Le-
mond Pl, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-516-0101
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$196,273.87
THAT all pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied with; 
that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  July 27, 
2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on said 
premises and the costs and dis-
bursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to re-
demption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or as-
signs.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not re-
instated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on Jan-
uary 27, 2019, or the next business 
day if January 27, 2019 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORTGAG-
OR'S PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
 

Dated: June 5, 2018
 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY _____________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
6/12,6/19,6/26

7/3,7/10,7/17

18-109407
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that de-
fault has occurred in the conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  November 
14, 2014
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $73,979.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Michael C. Falvey 
and Lindsay Falvey, husband and 
wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  1008671-0000023175-1
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON 
THE MORTGAGE:  American Mort-
gage & Equity Consultants, Inc.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
November 18, 2014, Steele Coun-
ty Recorder, as Document Number 
A000399642
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:
Lot 25, Block 4, Belmont, an Addition 
to the City of Owatonna
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  212 Beech 
Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER:  17-132-0425
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 

DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $72,812.18
 
THAT all pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied with; that 
no action or proceeding has been in-
stituted at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
 
PURSUANT, to the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as follows:
 
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  July 26, 
2018, 10:00am
 
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main Of-
fice, Law Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN 
55060
 
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on said 
premises and the costs and disburse-
ments, including attorneys fees al-
lowed by law, subject to redemption 
within 6 months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY:  If the real estate is an own-
er-occupied, single-family dwelling, 
unless otherwise provided by law, 
the date on or before which the mort-
gagor(s) must vacate the property, if 
the mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under section 580.23, is 
11:59 p.m. on January 26, 2019, or 
the next business day if January 26, 
2019 falls on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAG-
OR, THE MORTGAGOR'S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESO-
TA STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
 

Dated: June 6, 2018
 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Assignee of Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY ____________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 

A DEBT COLLECTOR
 

6/12,6/19,6/26
7/3,7/10,7/17

• Free Installation
• Lifetime Warranty
• Financing Available:
12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

*White vinyl, double hung, double pane windows; four windows minimum; up to 101
ui. Standard installation includes removal of wood windows without capping or Low E.

FATHER’S DAY SALE!

$200
OFF

6 WINDOWS OR MORE
with this coupon

Family Owned and Operated
CUSTOM WINDOWS PLUS • 712-720-0759

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File No: 
74-PR-18-1043

NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR PROBATE 

OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT 

OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of 
Sharon Stark 
a/k/a Sharon A. Stark,
 Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given that 
on July 23, 2018, at 3 p.m., a hearing 
will be held in this Court at 111 East 
Main Street, Owatonna, Minnesota, 
for the formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the Will of the 
Decedent dated, April 11, 2018, and 
separate writings under Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.2-513, dated 
April 10, 2018, (“Will”), and for the 
appointment of Terry Casperson, 
whose address is 1985 Raspberry 
Ridge Place NE, Owatonna, MN, 
55060 as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration.  
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing.  If proper and if 
no objections are filed or raised, the 
Personal Representative will be ap-
pointed with full power to administer 
the Estate including the power to col-
lect all assets, to pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, and to do 
all necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Person-
al Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months after 
the date of this Notice or the claims 
will be barred.

Karen R. Duncan
Judge of District Court

6/06/2018

Attorney for Petitioner
Eric J. Mattison

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & Haber-
man, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue
Owatonna, MN, 55060

Attorney License No: 151609
Telephone: (507) 451-3580

FAX: (507) 451-3532
Email: mattison@owatonnalawyers.

com

6/12,6/19

NOTICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File No: 
74-PR-18-1093

NOTICE TO CREDITORS:
FOREIGN PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE ACTING IN 
MINNESOTA 

Estate of 
   James J. Dusek   
Decedent

Notice is given that Michael C. 
Klampe residing at 1268 West High-
way 30, Ellendale, MN 56026 is the 
domiciliary foreign Personal Repre-
sentative (“Personal Representative”) 
for the estate of James J. Dusek, a 
resident of the State of Arizona. 
On June 8, 2018, the Personal 
Representative filed with the Court 
a document stating an intention to 
exercise, as to assets in Minnesota, 
all powers of a local Personal Rep-
resentative and to maintain actions 
and proceedings in Minnesota in 
accordance with Minnesota Statues 

section 524.4-205.

Notice is also given that any Min-
nesota creditor who objects to the 
Personal Representative’s exercise 
of power over assets in Minnesota 
must file a written objection within 60 
days from the Personal Representa-
tive’s filing. If no objective are filed, 
the representative may, after the 
expiration of the 60 day period, ex-
ercise all powers of a local Personal 
Representative. 

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

6.13.2018

Kim Wobschall
6.13.2018

Attorney for Foreign Personal Repre-
sentative

Adam J. Houck
Adams, Rizzi & Sween, P.A.

300 First Street NW
Austin, MN 55912

Attorney License No: 393158
507-433-7394

Fax: 507-438-8890
ahouck@adamsrizzisween.com

6/19,6/26

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT 

 PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File No: 
74-PR-18-1075

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 

APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of 
Peggy Ann Radjenovich; a/k/a 
Peggy A. Radjenovich; a/k/a Peggy 
Radjenovich,
  Decedent

Notice is given that an application 
for informal probate of the Dece-
dent’s Will, dated November 3, 2015, 

and (“Will”), has been filed with the 
Registrar. The application has been 
granted.

Notice is also given that the Registrar 
has informally appointed Joel M. Rad-
jenovich, whose address is 415 169th 
Ave, Somerset, Wisconsin, 54025, as 
personal representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent. Any heir, devisee 
or other interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal repre-
sentative. Unless objections are filed 
with the Court (pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.3-607) and the 
Court otherwise orders, the person-
al representative has full power to 
administer the Estate, including, after 
30 days from the date of issuance of 
letters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate of the 
Will or appointment of the Personal 
Representative must be filed with this 
Court and will be heard by the Court 
after the filing of an appropriate peti-
tion and proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court Admin-
istrator within four months after the 
date of this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.
A charitable beneficiary may request 
notice of the probate proceedings be 
given to the Attorney General pur-
suant to Minnesota Statutes section 
501B.41, subdivision 5.

Kim Schmitz
Registrar
6.07.2018

Attorney for 
Personal Representative 

Molly R. Wiese
Deckert & Van Loh, P.A. 

12912 63rd Avenue North Maple 
Grove, MN, 55369 

Attorney License No: 0391941 Tele-
phone: (763) 587-7100

FAX: (763) 587-7110
Email: molly@deckertvanloh.com

6/19,6/26

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
within its service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for residential 
voice lines are $15.96-$18.76 per month and business 
services are $34.61-$43.29 per month. Specific rates 
will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit 
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone or 
qualifying broadband service more affordable to 
eligible low-income individuals and families.  Eligible 
customers are those that meet eligibility standards as 
defined by the FCC and state commissions. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands may 
qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they participate 
in certain additional federal eligibility programs.  The 
Lifeline discount is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, which can 
be on either wireline or wireless service.  Broadband 
speeds must be 15 Mbps download and 2 Mbps upload 
or faster to qualify. 

A household is defined for the purposes of the Lifeline 
program as any individual or group of individuals who 
live together at the same address and share income 
and expenses.  Lifeline service is not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in the program.  
Consumers who willfully make false statements in order 
to obtain a Lifeline discount can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from the program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 
1-888-833-9522 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline with 
questions or to request an application for the Lifeline 
program.

The University of Minnesota is examining the 
effects of an educational program to support 
family members with a loved one in a care  
facility. It will be led by a trained coach. 
Learn more about participating in this free 
study by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 
612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Visit http://z.umn.edu/transitionmodule  
to learn more

Do you have a family 
member with memory 
loss who lives in a  
care facility?
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Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

Place your 
employment 
ads with us. 

Call 507-319-1549 
and ask for Annie

HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont.  9tfc
DODGE COUNTY PRINT-
ING, wed ding invitations, 
bumper stick ers, graduation 
invitations, pens, can hold-
ers, letter heads, envelopes, 
business cards, carbon-less 
forms, computer stationery. 
Ask about other items avail-
able, 507-634-2661.  33tfp

SERVICES

C O N C R E T E - C E M E N T 
WORKERS Needed 1 con-
crete laborer $15-16 hourly, 
and 1 experienced cement 
finisher $20 hour. KM area, 
start immediately. Call or text 
Steve at (507)272-6292             
26,27,28 TFN

GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-

APARTMENTS FOR RENT, 1, 
2 & 3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386.  44tfc
HAYFIELD, 1 BR APT, laun-
dry on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, rent 
based on income, Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity, Call 507-477-
2316  42tfc 
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, heat 
included, must be 62+ or hand-
icapped/disabled, rent based 
on income, equal housing op-
portunity, call 507-634-4188. 
 42tfc
DODGE COUNTY PRINT-
ING, wed ding invitations, 
bumper stick ers, graduation 
invitations, pens, can holders, 
letter heads, envelopes, busi-
ness cards, carbon-less forms, 
computer stationery. Ask about 
other items available, 507-634-
2661.  33tfp
HAYFIELD-FOR RENT-
GREAT WESTERN APART-
MENTS. 1 and 3-bedroom 
apartments, includes all utili-
ties, laundry on site.  Available 
immediately. Call (507)796-
0152 or (701)330-9788 
WK26,27,28
NEW 2 & 3 BD TOWNHOMES 
Dodge Center opening July & 
August 2018. $995 & $1035 p/
mo. Two story with attached 
single stall garage. Some util-
ities included. No pets, no 
smoking, one-year leases 
and student & income restric-
tions may apply. 507-451-8524 
www.lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-
457-0704 EHO 27-30chg
GREENFIELD MANOR-KAS-
SON 1bd smoke free apt for 
62+ or disabled persons. Pets 

FOR RENT

2015 28’ 
Shadow Cruiser 

w/slide FT excellent 
condition bunkhouse/
separate room - front 
queen bedroom, LED 
lighting, power jack, 

built-in TV, sensor aw-
ning, many extras can 

email pictures. Call 
507-355-1347 after 5. 

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

Motorcycle for sale (Dodge 
Center). 2005 Honda 

VT1100C Shadow Spirit. 
Mileage: 17,500, new 
tires, new battery. Has 
windshield and saddle 

bags. Bike cover included.

Asking $4,500. 
Call 507-633-2648

2012 Pronto M51. 
Sure Step 

Electric Wheel Chair. 
Tilt recline/new batteries.

 12-16-15/manual included. 
Bought new $8,400.

Asking $3,000. 
Call 507-421-1427

EMPLOYMENT

2010 Honda Gold Wing, 
Low miles. Extras 

Asking $15,000. 
Call Jim 477-2458 or 

438-9981 (cell)

NOW HIRING 
RN/LPN in Owatonna area
PCA/CNA Owatonna area
Applicants MUST be reliable and have  
a passion for working in the  
Healthcare Field.

Apply online at embracehomecarellc.com  
Request an application at 507-369-2701

Walk-ins are welcomed at  
204 S. Washington Ave. Suite 100 Albert Lea  MN

FOR SALE

BARGIN FINDER

FOR SALE Dog Kennel. 
Indoor, wooden kennel. 28” 
long, 20” wide, 24” high. Will 
include other dog supplies. 
Asking $50 Owatonna. 507-
451-1182.    Wk,24-27
FOR SALE: MULTIPLE 
SWORDS, some are 
antique. Call 507-633-6310. 
Wk26-29
FIELD ROCKS FOR SALE. 
$25.00 per load. South 
of Kasson. You load. If 
interested, call 507-273-
9678 27-30pd
FOR SALE: Weslo Pursuit 
510CS Recumbant Exercise 
bike. Exc. Condition. $50. 
Call 507-634-7330. 27-30pd

Now Hiring 
AmeriCorps LEAP members 

for our 2018 -2019 term
•  Full and part-time positions available across 

southern Minnesota
•  Help children build school readiness skills in early 

childhood settings
•  Receive money toward college expenses 
• Build career and life skills through rewarding service

To apply: 507-456-0353 | barbarag@smifoundation.org

5% of my commission donated  
to the charity of your choice.

Bob Remker
507.363.9275

bremker@gmail.com
www.HomeSellersMN.com

➧Resident Assistant
• FT 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

• PT 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

• FT 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.

• PT 10 p.m. - 6 a.m. 

Apply at: www.oxfordmgmt.com/careers • EOE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

HELP WANTED
Blooming Prairie Public Schools is accepting 

applications for a part-time custodian  
(approx. 3.5 hrs. per weekday). EOE

Request an application by 
calling 507-583-4426, ext. 431. 

Deadline is 6/29/18.

PART TIME BARTENDER 
WANTED Dodge Center 
American Legion looking for 
a part time bartender. Apply 
at Safeway Insurance Agen-
cy-Main Street-Dodge Cen-
ter.                      27,28,29chg

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions.  1tfc
1950 OR 1951 FARMALL 
“M” SERIAL #FBK-10015 
$1200   obo, 2013 Artic Cat 
500ATV 4WD, 429 Miles, 
$3500 obo, 2006 Chrys-
ler Pacifica 165,000 miles, 
real good tires, new battery 
$1000 obo. Please call 507-
421-1713    
25,26,27pd
25 CU FT LG FRENCH 
DOOR refrigerator/freezer. 
No water and ice in the door. 
White, 36” x 70”. If interested, 
please call 504-634-6609 
 27pd

allowed with $300 deposit. 
Month to month leases & de-
posit payment plans. 507-398-
6027 or 507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-451-
0704 EHO       27-30chg
CHESTNUT APART-
M E N T S - M A N T O RV I L L E 
2bd apt available July. Rent 
from $510.00 p/mo. + electric. 
Month to month leases & no 
pets. 507-398-6027 or 507-
451-8524 www.lifestyleinc.net 
tdd 507-451-0704 EHO 2 7 -
30chg
CLAREMONT MANOR-CLA-
REMONT 2bd apt available 
for August. Rent from $550 p/
mo. + electric. Month to month 
leases and deposit pay plans 
507-398-6027 or 507-451-
8524 www.lifestlyeinc.net tdd 
507-451-0704 EHO   27-30chg

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Fall down
 5. Walmart founder Walton
 8. Los Angeles time zone
11. Gallantry
13. Early Supreme Court justice Bartlett
14. One-time governor of Maryland
15. Act of imitating
16. Popular basketballer Jeremy
17. Round Dutch cheese
18. S. American rodents
20. Comic opera “Princess __”
21. Commodities buyers and sellers 
(slang)
22. Hovers
25. Having had one’s head cut off
30. One-time monetary unit of Greece
31. Not no
32. Beloved Cubs third baseman Ron
33. Shapes
38. Giants signal caller Manning
41. Moves all the way around
43. Babe Ruth retired as one
45. Relinquishing
48. Native religion in China
49. Not well
50. Fill with high spirits
55. In bed
56. Type of pet
57. Somewhere to go
59. Smaller quantity
60. Ingested
61. Singer and Jacobs are two
62. Anger
63. British rockers __ Zeppelin
64. Like

 

CLUES DOWN
   1. Polyvinyl acetate
 2. Canadian folk 
musician
 3. Evergreen trees 
and shrubs
 4. Meat from a pig 
(French)
 5. Secretion
 6. Quality of yielding 
nothing of value
 7. Aquatic mammal
 8. Father
 9. Protective crusts
10. Caps
12. Handwoven rug
14. Soil-like material
19. Not wide
23. When you aim to 
get there
24. Hold molecules
25. Tooth caregiver
26. Amount of time
27. Beverage con-
tainer
28. Perform
29. Appollo’s grand-
mother
34. Obsolete home entertainment device
35. Serbian mythological demon
36. Bulgarian currency
37. Midway between south and south-
east
39. Makes sense
40. A way to single out
41. Criminal (slang)
42. Former Tigers third baseman Bran-
don

44. Wobbled
45. Singapore’s second highest peak
46. Grossly overweight
47. Radioactivity units
48. Famed Spanish painter
51. Internet router algorithm
52. Expression of sorrow or pity
53. Druidic mother goddess
54. Electronic counter-countermeasures
58. Midway between east and southeast

WEEKLY CROSSWORD 

Crossword solution
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cfscoop.com

Building a Better
Cooperative Together

Agronomy Energy Feed Grain Transportation

Specialty Grocery Store • Butcher Shop
210 5th Ave W, Ellendale, MN 

(507) 684-2331• Find us on Facebook

Food Booth Open  
Thursday - Friday nights

Saturday - 10:30 am - 8:30 pm
Enjoy Pork Kabobs, Brats, etc.  

& our ‘Walk About’  
BBQ Beans

www.thewhisperingoak.com
901 Calvery Court, Ellendale     507.684.3026

Caring & Community

Whispering Oak
Assisted Living Community

&

classic parts
misgen auto parts

80658 120th St. | Glenville, MN 56036 | 507-448-7111 (by appointment)

12880 SW 72nd Ave., Ellendale, MN 58026 
800-358-4902 • 507-684-2100

www.misgen.com

since
1972

misgen
auto parts

Full-service & self-service 
automotive recycler

Late model cars & trucks

WEEKLY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS

Ellendale  
Municipal Liquor

507.684.9422
Ellendale

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS LINE UP
Thursday, June 21st: 
6PM OLD CAR SHOW- STREET BY BAR

6-9PM NEVERLY BROTHERS BAND BEHIND THE BAR 

8:45PM WISHES IN THE NIGHT  
AT THE ELLENDALE FOOTBALL OR BASEBALL FIELD 
SPONSORED BY THE ELLENDALE COMMUNITY ACTION 
GROUP.

Friday June 22nd
8AM-3PM FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  
RUMMAGE SALE AT THE CHURCH

6:30PM LIONS CLUB MEAT RAFFLE 
AT ELLENDALE BAR

6:30 ECAG BINGO EVENT 
AT COMMUNITY BUILDING 
SPONSORED BY ECAG

7:00PM ANNOUNCMENT OF THE UNSUNG HERO 
AT COMMUNITY BUIILDING 
SPONSORED BY ECAG

Saturday June 23rd
7AM RUMMAGE SALES THROUGHOUT TOWN

7AM-8:30AM ALZHEIMER’S REGISTRATION  
NEXT TO FLOORS 4-U 
SPONSORED BY THE ECAGE 
CONTACT ALLISON MUILENBURG FOR INFORMATION ( 507-383-6254)

8AM-12PM FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE  
AT THE CHURCH

9AM ALZHEIMER’S WALK STARTS 
LINE UP NEXT TO FLOORS 4-U

10AM SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT AT THE BALL FIELDS 
BEHIND THE BUS GARAGE.

11AM-7PM LIONS CLUB FOOD WAGON – LOCATED STREET BY BANK

12-4PM FREE ROOTBEER FLOATS, ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES, MUSIC AND 
SNACKS FOR PURCHASE 
SPONSORED BY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF ELLENDALE 
AT THE CITY PARK

12:30-4PM 2ND ANNUAL HISTORIAL TOUR OF ELLENDALE 
STARTING AT THE PARK

2-7PM KONA ICE – CORNER BY CAFÉ - SPONSORED BY ECAG

4PM ELLENDALE DAYS PARADE 
LINE UP ON SCHOOL STREET AND BUS GARAGE LOT 
SPONSORED BY THE ELLENDALE LIONS CLUB 
CONTACT ALLISON MUILENBURG (507-383-6254)

4:30-7PM LION’S CLUB KIDDIE GAMES 
BEHIND THE BANK

4:30PM TURTLE RACE 
STREET NEXT TO THE BANK

4:30PM KIDDIE TRACTOR PULL - IN FRONT OF THE POST OFFICE 
SPONSORED BY ELLENDALE FIRE DEPT.

5-7PM COMMERICAL CLUB– PORK CHOP SUPPER 
AT COMMUNITY BUILDING 

SPONSORED BY ELLENDALE COMMERCIAL CLUB

6-9PM HUMAN FOOSBALL 
AT THE LOT SOUTH OF POST OFFICE 

SPONSORED BY FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

6:30-8:30PM PIE IN THE FACE 
BANK LOT SOUTH OF POST OFFICE 
SPONSORED BY THE ECAG 
( PIE A TEACHER, COUNCIL MEMBER, BUSINESS OWNER IN THE FACE)

9PM TO MIDNIGHT TEEN DANCE 
ELLENDALE COMMUNITY BUILDING 
SPONSORED BY ELLENDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT

7-9PM STEELE RIVER BAND- BEHIND THE BAR 
$5.00 COVER CHARGE

10-MIDNIGHT HARD DAYS NIGHT 
BEATLES TRIBUTE BAND - BEHIND THE BAR 

 ( NO ONE UNDER 21 ALLOWED IN OR BEHIND THE BAR AFTER 6:30PM)

Sunday June 24th
8AM -12:30PM LION’S CLUB PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

AT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10AM COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICE IN THE PAR 
IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER THE EVENT WILL BE AT METHODIST CHURCH.

11:30AM TRACTOR PULL REGISTRATION BEGINS AT THE BUS GARAGE

11:30AM LION’S CLUB FOOD WAGON AT THE BUS GARAGE

This community event 
is sponsored by: 
Ellendale Commercial Club, 
Ellendale Lions Club, 
Ellendale Community  
Action Group, Ellendale  
Foundation and the 
City of Ellendale.

ELLENDALEDAYS
JUNE 21-24  2018

SUMMER CELEBRATION

FOOD BOOTHS
 IN AND AROUND
 VARIOUS EVENTS

 AND IN THE
DOWNTOWN AREA 
THOUGHOUT THE

WEEKEND.


