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NRHEG kids 
become engineers 

for a day
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

Summer school students 
in grades K-6 at the New 
Richland-Hartland-Ellen-
dale- Geneva (NRHEG) 
Elementary School be-
came engineers for the 
day, thanks to the Works 
Museum.

The Works Museum of 
Bloomington, is a hands-
on engineering and design 
museum for kids and their 
grown-ups. The Works 
makes engineering fun 
for kids with hands-on 
activities, real tools and 
everyday materials.

Riley Leonard brought 
the Works Museum on 
wheels to the NRHEG Ele-
mentary School in Ellen-
dale on July 15.

Two workshops were 
presented. One was a 
Circuit Explore Workshop 
for those kids in grades 
K-3. The other workshop 
was about building a motor 
power object.

The K-3 student group 
heard Leonard tell about 
the engineering museum for 
kids. “What is engineering? 
Leonard asked the younger 
kids. “They build electronic 
things,” responded Isaac 
Carnuggio, a third grader.

“Engineers solve prob-
lems,” volunteered one of 
the three teachers with the 
first group. Teachers help-
ing with the engineering 
projects were Kaie Knud-
son, Bev Krause Park and 
Kari Buendorf.

Each student was given 
a AA-battery, a button bat-
tery and a Christmas light 
to explain what an electri-
cal circuit is. The students 
were then given two plastic 
cups to complete the circuit 
project.

“We’re going to be 
electrical engineers today,” 
Leonard told the excited 
students.

“You’re going to learn 
some pretty cool stuff,” said 

BP students study 
government

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Six Blooming Prai-
rie High School seniors 
learned more about state, 
county and local govern-
ment during a week-long 
stay at Girls State and 
Boys State.

The Blooming Prairie 
American Legion Post 52 
and Auxiliary each spon-
sored three individuals at 
Boys State and Girls State.

Representing American 
Legion Post 52 at Boys State 
were D.J. Stender, Jack 
Matson and Adam Larson. 
The Legion Auxiliary sent 
three girls to Girls State: 
Baylee Sorenson, Kisha 
Aquino and Viridiana 
Villarreal.

Boys State was held 
June 9-15 on the campus of 
St. John’s University in St. 
Cloud. Girls State was held 
June 9-15 at Bethel Univer-
sity in St. Paul.

The Times met with the 
three Girls Staters and two 
of the three Boys Staters 
during a group interview. 
Adam Larson was unable 
to attend the interview.

Minnesota American 
Legion Boys State and Min-
nesota American Legion 
Auxiliary Girls State are 
week-long experiences of 
learning about Minnesota 

government at the local, 
county and state levels by 
“doing.” It is a week of inten-
sive study and involvement.

Boys State participants 
actually organize and 
participate in the various 
levels and branches of 
government in addition 
to participating in ath-
letics, music, writing for 
the newspaper or holding 
leadership positions across 
all levels of the program.

Every boy participates in 
the process of city, coun-
ty and state government. 
Minnesota Boys State is a 
program for young men who 
have just completed their 
junior year of high school.

Highlights of the week 
include political speakers, 
mock trials, campaigning, 
elections, and announce-
ment of the Boys State 
Governor and State Consti-
tutional Officers.

Girls State is a program 
for young women who 
have just completed their 
junior years of high school. 
Participants organize and 
participate in the various 
levels and branches of 
government.

Every girl is a citizen 
of a city, a county and the 
state as well as a member of 
a political party.

SEE BP STUDENTS, A3

Race for a cure at Relay
BY CHRIS BALDWIN

STAFF WRITER

People from all over the county 
flocked to the Steele County Fair-
grounds in Owatonna Friday night 
for the 26th year of the Relay For Life 
in Steele County.

“The relay started in 1985 with 
one person,” Rick Jeddeloh of the 
American Cancer Society said. 
“You’re all here because of one 
person.” That person was Dr. Gordon 
Klatt who, in 1985, walked and ran 
for 24 hours on a track in Tacoma, 
Wash., in order to raise money for 
cancer.

Jeddeloh, a cancer survivor of nine 
years, shared the history of the event 
to all those in attendance and thanked 
them for their support. “Without the 
relay, we wouldn’t have the stories 
that we have,” he said. “When the re-
lay started in 1985 there were 4 million 
survivors in the U.S., in 2016 there’s 16 
million survivors in the U.S.”

Each survivor has a story to tell, 
survivors like Maggie Dixon, who 
was first diagnosed in 1993 with 
breast cancer. At the start of this 
year, Dixon was also diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer. “I feel very 
blessed to be asked to say a few words 
tonight,” she told the audience. “So 

many of you have stories to tell about 
you’re journey.”

“My journey with cancer started 
in 1993,” she said. “My second bout 
came in 2010 with the same breast.” 
Dixon explained that in January of 
this year doctors also found cancer in 
her kidney which started in her pan-
creas. “The good news is that I have 
made it 26 years and much of it was 
due to research, early detection, good 
surgery and excellent health care.”

Dixon also credited the support of 
family and friends, including her hus-
band and daughter. “I had my first 

Train lovers catch glimpse of railroad history
BY KAREN  

M. JORGENSEN
STAFF WRITER

Hundreds, maybe more, 
people lining the railroad 
tracks could hear the 
“long, lonesome whistle” 
of Union Pacific 4014 long 
before it came into view as 
it roared around the curve 
into Owatonna.

They had started to 
gather early last Wednes-
day morning, July 17, 
along the Union Pacific 
tracks to await the expect-
ed 10:45 a.m. arrival of 
the massive steam engine 
nicknamed Big Boy. The 
line stretched from before 
the Morehouse Park cross-
ing to several blocks to the 
north, near the site where 
the Rock Island Railroad 
Depot once stood.

Steam engines were 
replaced by diesels many 
decades ago but Big Boy’s 
arrival was special for 
reasons other than simply 
being a relic from the past. 
It is the last operating en-
gine of its class, the largest 
steam engines ever built, 
according to Union Pacific.

It has taken a multi-year 
restoration project to get 
the engine ready to travel 
the rails again under its 
own power in celebration 
of the 150th anniversary 
of the completion of the 
transcontinental railway 
with the driving of the 
“Golden Spike” at Promon-
tory, Utah on May 10, 1869.

Built to primarily oper-
ate between Ogden, Utah, 
and Cheyenne, Wyo. in the 
1940s and 1950s, none of 
the Big Boys ever passed 
through Owatonna during 
their 20 years of service. 
But that did nothing to 
dampen local enthusiasm 
for the visit.

Trains hold a fascina-
tion for many Americans 
and a number of those 
waiting for Boy Boy’s 

arrival recalled how they 
either had model trains 
as children or had them 
as children and still had 
them today. Children 
waiting for the locomotive 
still said they had model 
railroads.

“I’m a huge train fan,” 
said Scott Kotnour, who 
had driven to Owatonna 
from the Twin Cities and 
planned to follow it all 
the way to its overnight 

destination at Union Depot 
in St. Paul.

His father, he explained, 
grew up in Chicago next 
to the railroad tracks. His 
two brothers also have big 
HO layouts, he said.

“I think I have that 
engine (UP 4014) in HO,” 
he added.

Another out-of-town 
visitor was Otto Schenk, 
who is from New Ulm.

“I came here just for 
the train,” Schenk said. “I 
have had a Lionel set since 
5 or 6 years old.” His son 
had brought him to Owa-
tonna because, “grandpa 
needed a ride.”

Another who made 
the trip from the cities 
was Jim Alexander who 
acknowledged that people 
had come for miles to see 
the train. It is unusual 
to see a train engine this 
large, he said, because it 
based in Cheyenne, Wyo.

Not that there were not 
plenty of Owatonna and 
Steele County residents 
waiting for Big Boy.

Owatonnan Larry 
Hofschulte had brought 
his three grandchildren, 
Anna, Wyatt and Adelia, 
who live in Rochester, out 
to see the engine. Wyatt, 
he said, had a train set up 
at his house in Owatonna.

Todd Hale said the 
arrival of the engine 
brought back memories 
for him as he and wife, 
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STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Tom Johnson, this year’s honorary chair, and fellow survivor 
Maggie Dixon, lead cancer survivors on the first lap of the Re-
lay For Life in Steele County. The relay was held Friday night 
in on the Steele County Fairgrounds in Owatonna.

SEE BIG BOY ROARS, A3

“It’s the last of the giants.”

Todd Hale
Railroad Buff

STAFF PHOTOS BY KAREN JORGENSEN
With a plume of black smoke and billowing steam, Union Pacific 4014 makes its way into Owatonna for a planned stop at 
Morehouse Park July 17.

Big Boy roars again

Larry Hofschulte of Owatonna brought his grandchildren, 
who live in Rochester, to see the historic engine. Hundreds 
of people showed up to see the engine.
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DHS crisis needed 
to fix the ailing 
state agency

A crisis within Minnesota’s mammoth Department of Human Services comes at 
a good time for a complete analysis to see if the agency is really functioning like it 
should be. Most will agree it hasn’t for years.

Over the past few weeks, it has been the talk of the state. Minnesota’s DHS is in 
shambles and in desperate need of repair.

Earlier this month the top two deputy commissioners abruptly resigned, caus-
ing widespread speculation that things are running amok with the state’s largest 
government agency. Within days, Commissioner Tony Lourey resigned, followed by 
his chief of staff, Stacie Weeks. The two deputy commissioners then opted to stay on 
after all and withdrew their resignations.

Gov. Tim Walz has decided to take a careful path to figuring out how to fix the 
fractured agency. He appointed Pam Wheelock, a well-respected veteran in state 
government, as acting commissioner. Walz wants a complete overhaul of what’s 
happening within the agency before making permanent plans.

Wheelock is expected to analyze, stabilize and clean up the agency before a 
permanent commissioner is named. It may take considerable time to do, but it’s the 
right thing to do.

For a long time, many people have criticized DHS for growing too complex and 
too large to be efficient and accountable. Most people would not disagree that DHS 
needs to be restructured and revamped from top to bottom.

Undoubtedly, DHS, like most government agencies, is experiencing growing 
pains. What worked 10 or 15 years ago may not work today. It needs to be over-
hauled in some fashion. And the governor has vowed to get to the bottom of what’s 
really going on within the agency that handles the state’s welfare system. In 
addition to welfare, DHS is responsible for MinnesotaCare, Medicaid, food stamps, 
nursing homes, assisted living, MNsure, the state’s Sex Offender program and 
much more.

Sometimes it takes a crisis like what’s currently going on at DHS to make monu-
mental and lasting changes for the better. Any sort of crisis brings on new opportu-
nity. Let’s hope DHS is now finally on the path to sorting out what ails it.

Once the total overhauling is done, all Minnesotans will benefit from it and make 
our government run smoother.

Melodrama produces some 
community fun

“It’s been an absolute blast,” 
affirmed Kari Bottin, director 
of a Blooming Prairie melodra-
ma performed Saturday, July 
20 by local actors at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Servicemen’s Club.

It indeed was a “blast” 
for the audience, too, which 
responded with uncontrolla-
ble laughter to this rollicking 
performance.

The play was titled “A Penny 
Saved or The Widow Rootstock, 
Fully Loded.” The melodrama was pro-
duced by special arrangement with Pioneer 
Drama Service, Inc. of Englewood, Colo.

The show at times resembled a skit on the 
Carol Burnett television show. It was slap-
stick comedy at its best with the local actors 
breaking up at times when they forgot their 
lines, or improvised with some new lines.

This was the fourth melodrama per-
formed by local stock to benefit the BP 
Servicemen’s Club. Five organizations are 
involved: American Legion and Auxiliary, 
VFW and Auxiliary and the Sons of the 
American Legion.

It’s just amazingly 
amazing that 10 members 
from the community can 
put together a one-time 
performance show in such 
a short time.

The cast and director 
invested a lot of hard work 
in making this show a 
success but credit for this 
successful venture starts 
with Karen Beede and 
Carol Holman. They came 
up with the melodrama 
idea and were organizers 
behind the scene.

Karen and Carol used 
their years of connecting 
with Blooming Prairie 
people as a beginning to re-
cruit volunteers, not only 
for the stage production, 
but also for sale of tickets 
and planning of a meal.

Sandy Jones was also 
a major contributor to 
helping create and design 
the set and props.

The show drew 190 guests who enjoyed 
snacks and a tasty meal before the produc-
tion began. Jenny Cashman coordinated the 
dinner.

The comedic production takes place 
three days in the summer, sometime be-
tween 1865 and 1873.

The play centers around Dastardly vil-
lain Fouraberie Blackguard, played by Paul 
Heimgartner. He tells Widow Rootstock 
(Julie Peterson) that her late husband owed 
him a ranch as payment for money that the 
late Mr. Rootstock borrowed from him.

Widow Rootstock’s three daughters, 
Violet (Karla Iacovino), Shirley (Miranda 
Camery) and Penny (Jackie Vorlicek), ain’t 
buying that.

Blackguard tries every trick in the book 

to force the oldest daughter Vio-
let to fetch her sister and return 
the deed, but she’s no shrinking 
Violet. Blackguard uses a rope 
to tie up Violet and convince 
her to give him the property.

Violet, aka Karla, screams 
while being threatened by 
Blackguard. “You can do better 
than that,” Blackguard tells Vio-
let. She then used her Carol Bur-
nett Tarzan yell to set the crowd 
in more laughing motions.

Biddy, played by Shirley Hinzmann, 
played the accident prone maid who was 
tantalized by Deputy Dewey Dauntley. Shir-
ley played the part perfectly, imitating an 
accident ready to happen.

Tamzen Johnson had the most colorful 
attire of the cast. She played Blackguard’s 
sidekick, Sidney Lark.

Carol Heimerman did a fantastic job 
as the Card Lady, inciting the audience to 
applaud, boo and hiss.

Some light moments included the cast 
members talking about going to 218 Liquor 
for some libation. Another fun moment 

was when Blackguard’s mustache began to 
droop. He ripped the mustache off his face 
and threw it to the floor.

The story has a happy ending with Black-
guard arrested by the deputy and by the 
sheriff (Julie Peterson). She also played the 
role of the judge.

The sisters also discover gold on their 
property to make the ending even sweeter.

“This was community fun at its best,” 
said director Bottin. The actors and all of 
the volunteers made this production a rous-
ing success. “We will have to do one again 
sometime,” she added.

As the crowd filed out, Pastor Heidi 
Heimgartner was asked if she was taking 
the scoundrel Blackguard home. “Yes, she 
is and she thinks she’s taking me to church 
tomorrow,” he chuckled.

The battle of the socks
Faded flowers end up in the 

compost. Sour milk goes down 
the drain. And old socks? Well, 
they normally end up back on our 
feet. Unless, of course, you have 
the problem I’m experiencing.

I’ve waged a war on my as-
sortment of socks. And it’s one 
that I am quickly losing.

Sport socks, dress socks, 
funny socks, casual socks, you 
name it and they’re driving me 
bonkers.

I’m ending up with holes in 
my socks in all places. Toe area, heel area, 
side area and everything in between are 
ending up with holes in them. And it doesn’t 
seem to matter what brand they are.

It used to be that I could easily get a year 
or more out of one pair of socks, but not 
these days. I’m lucky I get six months now. I 
don’t know what it’s, but they are ending up 
with holes in them at a faster rate than I can 
wash them.

With holes appearing in every side of my 
socks, I’m convinced they just don’t make 
socks like they used. Stupid me, why would I 
think they would? Nothing else is made like 
the good old days any more.

It always amazes me how two socks 
that have been paired together the entire 
duration of wear end up with the same fate 
within days, sometimes hours of each other. 
Two socks end up being tossed out at the 
same time. The more I think about it, per-
haps that’s a good thing otherwise I’d have 
one alien sock in the drawer with no match.

This past weekend I realized I am defi-
nitely losing the war on socks. I took out a 

fairly new pair of dress socks 
that had been only worn may-
be four times and guess what? 
Sure enough there was a hole 
in the side of one of them. Usu-
ally it’s a hole in the heels, but 
this time it fooled me and went 
on the side almost to the point 
of being out of sight. How could 
this be? I’ll probably still wear 
them for a few times until the 
hole gets larger, but they’re 
headed for the same demise 
much sooner than expected.

It’s to the point where I can’t even get 
to the store to buy replacements any more 
without holes riddling all my socks.

Tight shoes, hot washes, sweaty and 
rough skin, I know socks have a rough life. 
But really only a couple weeks?

In recent weeks, it seems like my garbage 
can is filling up faster with holey socks than 
any other garbage. I’ll confess I wear socks 
with holes for several times before I finally 
decide to part with them. I wear socks to the 
bitter end and beyond.

Socks, as I’m sure you’re well aware, 
aren’t exactly cheap. I usually look for the 
deals where you buy one pack and get an-
other one free or half off. Perhaps the lousy 
quality is why they’re being pushed out of 
the store so fast.

Some people suggest just forget about 
wearing socks and going without. But I’m 
not quite that adventurous. I need to have 
something covering my feet.

My sock drawer is calling. It’s time for 
me to go in hot pursuit of figuring out how 
to win the battle of the socks.

Poll shows teachers still 
unaware of their union 
membership options

BY CATRIN WIGFALL

For over a year now, teachers have 
had the freedom to choose whether to 
financially support a government union. 
Their freedom to choose was reinforced 
on June 27, 2018 when the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of Mark Janus in 
Janus v. AFSCME.

But there’s an information gap 
regarding this choice and what it means 
for teachers and their rights. Three in 
four teachers have not heard of Janus v. 
AFSCME, according to a national poll 
of 1,003 teachers conducted by YouGov 
on behalf of Teacher Freedom. Fifty-two 
percent of teachers surveyed thought 
they were required to pay dues to a 
union to keep their jobs.

The poll also revealed several mis-
conceptions teachers have about what 
happens if they leave the union. For 
example, just over a third of teachers 
believed the terms of the negotiated 
collective bargaining agreement would 
no longer apply to a teacher who is not a 
union member. Twenty-five percent be-
lieved a non-member would not receive 
any pay increases negotiated by the 
union. Both beliefs are false.

All employees–regardless of union 
membership status–are covered by 
the union contract that dictates wages, 
benefits, hours and working conditions. 
The union is the exclusive representative 
of all employees in the bargaining unit 
and must represent all employees in good 
faith. Because the teachers’ union fought 

for, and won, the exclusive right to be the 
bargaining agent for both members and 
nonmembers, no one else can represent 
all employees in the unit. In fact, the 
union has pushed back against reforms 
that would change this forced represen-
tation.

According to the poll, 84% of teachers 
believe they should be able to join or 
leave a union at any time, but only 30% 
say it’s easy to resign from the union. 
Minnesota teachers are still bound by 
an annual union resignation “window” 
that limits when they can exercise their 
choice regarding union membership.

Minnesota teachers are restricted to 
opting out from Sept. 1-30, during their 
busiest time of the year. Thankfully, 
there are resources to help teachers 
who want to learn about their options. 
If you are an educator wondering if 
union membership is the best choice for 
you, visit EducatedTeachersMN.com to 
learn about the pros and cons of union 
membership, and how to stop paying 
union dues.

It is important teachers understand 
their rights regarding union member-
ship. The Janus decision empowers edu-
cators to make the right choice for them, 
their profession, and their students.

Catrin Wigfall graduated sum-
ma cum laude from Azusa Pacific 
University in California where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal science. She joined the Center of 
the American Experiment in 2017.

Heritage Society’s goal has 
been reached

To-the-Editor:
Our goal has been reached!
Thanks to the generosity of our com-

munity, the goal of placing a marker on 
the graves of the Patterson Bros. and a 
roadside sign where the farm was, has 
been met.

A special thanks to Hope Creamery, 
Ellendale Lion’s Club, Southern MN 
Initiative Foundation, Russ Goette 
for donating the silent auction item, 
Pattie Carlson and Jackie Froman for 
proceeds from the flea market, and the 

many anonymous people who contrib-
uted during our fundraising. You have 
all helped us to make a permanent 
contribution to the heritage of our 
community.

We also thank the many people who 
have attended and participated in the 
history tours of the last three years. 
Without the support of you, none of this 
would have happened.

Barbara Mrotz
Ellendale Area Heritage Society

Hot Pursuit 
RICK BUSSLER

Reflections 
HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A melodrama was presented at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s 
Club on July 20. The principals were a team of nine actors from 
the Blooming Prairie area. Shown from left are: front row – Shir-
ley Hinzmann, Julie Peterson, Tamzen Johnson, Miranda Camery 
and Kari Botin; second row: Ryan Heimerman, Carol Heimerman, 
Karla Iacovino, Jackie Vorlicek and Paul Heimgartner.
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Unlike a summer or recreational 
camp, American Legion Auxiliary 
Minnesota Girls State is a week of 
studying and learning by involve-
ment.

Stender and Matson both were 
impressed with their week at Boys 
State. “It was very fun and we were 
encouraged to meet new people,” 
said Stender.

Matson said the camaraderie 
“was a blast.” He said “lots of ideas 
were exchanged” and Boys Staters 
worked through the legislative 
process. “One of our bills addressed 
settling civil disputes by dueling,” he 
laughed.

Both Stender and Matson were 
members of the Federalist Party. 
All Boys Staters, some 250, were 
encouraged to participate in sports, 
choir or band. Stender played in the 
band.

An estimated 300 girls attended 
Minnesota Girls State. Aquino was a 
Nationalist and Sorenson and Villar-
real were both Federalists.

“It was an awesome week and we 
met so many nice people,” Aquino 
said. Getting up in the morning was 
a challenge for Kisha, she said, be-
cause she and her roommates often 
stayed up until 3 a.m.

Villarreal said she was the first 
one up in her room. Sorenson said 
the week enabled her to meet new 
friends. “Yes, I really did make new 
friends,” she related.

Aquino represented the county of 
Walleye and City of Muskie. Soren-
son was from the County of Loon 
and City of Pheasant. Villarreal 
hailed from the County of Norway 
Pine and City of Birch.

The Blooming Prairie Girls 
Staters heard some interesting mes-
sages brought by an FBI agent, by 
an attorney, by a county sheriff, by 
a Supreme Court justice and by Gov. 
Tim Walz. All were women except 
Gov. Walz.

Stender represented Cook County 
and Jack was given the home county 
of Kittson.

Politics interests Aquino because 
her family was very active in politics 
in the Philippines. Corazon Aquino 
became the first woman president of 
the Philippines.

All Blooming Prairie Staters 
said they were impressed with how 
governments work.

“Our government has worked 
for a long time but at times it is all 
jumbled up,” said Matson.

Villarreal said she learned 
through the legislative process of 
passing bills that “why pass it, if it’s 
not perfect.”

Matson said two words were em-
phasized during the week, compro-
mise and bipartisan.

“Everyone must work together in 
government,” Villarreal said.

Boys Staters and Girls Staters 
from Blooming Prairie agreed that 
they all became more patriotic 
after the week of studying govern-
ment.

Holding a green card, Aquino said 
America has given her an education 
and she believes she should give 
something back. “I was given a place 
in which to grow,” she explained.

Spending a week at Girls State 
gave Sorenson “a clearer under-
standing about government” but 
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instructor Leonard. Fourth 
grader Kendrick Spies was 
the only one of both groups 
to have visited the Works 
Museum. “I learned a lot 
there and hope to learn 
more today,” Kendrick said.

With the equipment 
given to each student, it was 
their challenge to light up 
the spider-looking creature.

“Wires make the light 
shine,” said one of the stu-
dents. Mason Pederson.

“What is a circuit?” 
Leonard asked his pupils. 
They then learned about 
“conductors” and “insula-
tors.”

“Where does electricity 
come from?” “Power lines,” 
Carnuggio quickly replied.

The students were asked 
what was different when 
each battery was used 
separately. “The one was 
brighter than the other,” 
answered Pederson.

The group also experi-
mented with LED lighting. 
“Mr. Riley, I’m not even 

holding the wire and it lights 
up,” offered Carnuggio.

Following a successful 
session of lighting up their 
bulbs, cleanup was next on 
the docket. That’s when the 
kids became the noisiest. 
“They really wanted to 
learn more about being an 
engineer,” said Leonard.

“I learned that circuits 
are really fun,” said Car-
nuggio.

The next session for 
those in grades 4-6 followed 
a similar path but their 
project is more complex.

Leonard distributed 
small motors to all class 
members and helped them 
assemble a motor-driven 
item called a “jiggle bot.” 
Students had a chance to de-
sign their own small robots 
using pipe cleaners, eyesa, 
foam, straws, markers, pop-
sicle sticks, etc.

The older group was 
more demonstrative than 

Paying respects to hobo who 
‘caught the westbound train’

BY KAREN  
M. JORGENSEN

STAFF WRITER

The majority of those 
who came to see Union 
Pacific’s Engine 4014 
in Owatonna last week 
came out of an interest in 
railroads or just curiosity. 
But for one group of them 
there was a more personal 
reason to make the trip to 
Owatonna.

For them, including Ri-
cardo and Dante and Min-
neapolis Jewel and Cindy 
Lou, it was to pay their 
respects to Tuck, a fellow 
hobo, who had recently, in 
hobo terminology, “caught 
the westbound train.”

Tuck, who was married 
to Minneapolis Jewel, died 
June 20.

Minneapolis Jewel, 
who is herself a former 
Hobo Queen, said Tuck 
was twice given the title of 
Hobo King, at the National 
Hobo Convention in Britt, 
Iowa in 2007 and 2017.

The others who came 
Owatonna were also 
former Hobo kings and 
queens and felt it an appro-
priate way to show their 
respect, she said.

Tuck’s newspaper 
obituary describes him 
as a hobo for 25 years and 
“an artist, craftsman, 
fisherman, railrider and 
husband, a great BS-er, 
loved by many for his 
witty repartee.”

As such, he and the oth-
ers may defy the tradition-

al idea of what a hobo is.
Hobos were the original 

migrant workers, Minne-
apolis Jewel explained. 
During the depression 
years, sometimes whole 
families would “ride the 
rails,” following the crops 
and looking for work. A 
true hobo was not a bum 
and was not lazy. They 
simply chose a different 
lifestyle.

They are a “lost part of 
Americana,” she said.

There are fewer hobos 
riding the rails now partly 

because of increased secu-
rity on the trains. While 
some hobos may consider 
themselves homeless, it is 
by choice and most actual-
ly do have a place they call 
home and addresses and 
even a job. Many are also 
people who lived a hobo 
lifestyle at some point in 
their past but have now 
more or less settled down.

Minneapolis Jewel calls 
Minneapolis home and 
when asked where he lived 
Ricardo, who was Hobo 
King in 2016, said St. Peter.

Still, the hobos are a 
close-knit family that keep 
in touch with each other.

For the hobo commu-
nity, she said, the “hobo 
family is more important 
than their real family.” 
Hobos are very accepting 
of all types of people.

They are also very help-
ful, she added. Her house 
is near the tracks, she said, 
and when those still riding 
come to town they stop for 
a place to spend the night 
and ask if there is any 
work she needs done.

The Hobo King and 
Queen are chosen each 
year at the National Hobo 
Convention in Britt, Iowa. 
Minneapolis Jewel has 
been named queen five 
times. Dante was elected 
king in 2010 and Ricardo 
in 2016. Cindy Lou was 
elected queen in 2014.

The women elected as 
queen have not necessarily 
ridden the rails as much as 
the men, she said. Still, “I 
have ridden a few miles,” 
she said.

This year’s National 
Hobo Convention is sched-
uled for Aug. 8-11 in Britt.

While the Hobo Con-
vention and Hobo Days 
are a community festival 
organized by a commit-
tee and authentic hobos 
are far outnumbered by 
non-hobos in attendance, 
Minneapolis Jewel, Cindy 
Lou, Dante and Ricardo 
will all be there as Tuck’s 
ashes will be buried at the 
Hobo cemetery.

NRHEG KIDS: become  
engineers for a day  FROM A1

BIG BOY ROARS: again  FROM A1

Mary, had lived in an 
apartment only a block or 
so away from the More-
house crossing when they 
were first married.

“Isn’t this something,” 
he said, as he recalled 
hearing the whistle of the 
trains. It was a Rock Island 
track at the time and once 
in a while a steam train 
would go through, Hale 
said. A number of years ago 
the Challenger, a slightly 
smaller Union Pacific steam 
locomotive made a stop in 
Owatonna, also drawing a 
large crowd although not as 
large as Big Boy.

“It’s the last of the gi-
ants,” Hale said.

Discussing trains with 
Hale, Joe Svoboda said he 
been “into trains” since he 
was a kid. He said he remem-
bered all the lines that had 
gone through Owatonna: 
Rock Island, Chicago-North-
western and Union Pacific.

He said he had even 
heard that at one time 
there was a “hobo village” 
in Owatonna near the 
tracks running by the can-
ning company.

Union Pacific’s website 
continuously updates the 
train’s location as it makes 
it way across the UP system 
and many of those waiting 
in Owatonna were using 
their smartphones to keep 
track of the progress. The 
Big Boy was late in arriving 
but the wait did not deter the 
enthusiasm of those waiting.

One the train was 
stopped they had a chance 
to get close to the engine 
while still being careful 
to stay clear of the steam 
billowing out. And for 
those who got close enough, 
a chance to ask questions of 
Conductor Jim Leonard.

While the visitors 
had come to get a close 
look at the train, for the 
nine-member crew the stop 
was a chance to do some 
needed work.

In addition to making 
sure the boiler has enough 
water, crew members said, 
about every 60 to 80 miles 
grease needs to be injected 
into the side rods, a task 

that was being done in 
Owatonna with air hoses 
like a “big grease gun.” 
Watching this work being 
done gave a good look at 
just how large the massive 
wheels of the engine were

The train had spent the 
previous night in Mason 
City where this work could 
take place. After leaving 
Mason City it made a short 
15-minute stop in Albert 
Lea and was ready for a 
longer stop in Owatonna. 
There would be another 
15-minute stop in North-
field before heading to its 
overnight destination in St. 
Paul where the train would 
be on display the next day.

In addition to the stops, 
the train was drawing at-
tention as it traveled north 
to St. Paul. There were 
numerous reports circu-
lating of crowds waiting 
in Ellendale and Hope to 
catch a glimpse of the train 
as it passed through.

The restoration work 
was completed just in time 
for Big Boy to celebrate the 
joining of east and west 
with the pounding of the 

Golden Spike with a public 
appearance, along with UPs 
other historic steam engine 
No. 844, May 9 in Ogden. 
The celebration could not 
be held at the actual loca-
tion, Union Pacific informa-
tion said, because the com-
pany no longer has tracks 
near Promontory Summit. 
They were removed to sup-
port scrap metal projects 
during World War II.

With the anniversary 
celebration in Ogden com-
plete Big Boy was ready for 
the “Great Race Across the 
Midwest.”

Engine 4014 left the 
Steam Shop in Cheyenne, 
Wyo. on July 8 making 
brief whistle-stops in com-
munities along the way. 
It is making longer stops, 
such as in St. Paul, in eight 
communities. During these 
stops the rail car walk-
through exhibition is open 
to the public.

The train is scheduled to 
arrive back in Cheyenne on 
Aug. 8.

Union Pacific 4014, Big Boy
Built: 1941, delivered to Union Pacific Dec. 1941; retired 
in Dec. 1961
Length: 132 feet
Weight: 1.2 million pounds
Wheels: 4-8-8-4 wheel arrangement
Water capacity: 24,000 gallons
Fuel: Originally coal; now configured to No. 5 oil
Tender Type: 14-wheeled
Number of Big Boys Built: 25; seven now on display in 
museums; 4014 only one still operating

BP STUDENTS: study government   FROM A1

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Wearing their Boys State and Girls State shirts are Blooming Prairie's representa-
tives to Boys State and Girls State. The boys were sponsored by American Legion 
Post 52 and the girls were sent by American Legion Auxiliary Post 52. Shown in 
the front row from left are Kisha Aquino, Virdi Villarreal and Baylee Sorenson; 
back row-- D.J. Stender and Jack Matson. Adam Larson is not pictured.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Fifth trader Clara Buendorf is very intense as she works on a 
Works Museum project of making a jiggle bot. 

SEE BP STUDENTS, A5

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN JORGENSEN
Several of the Hobo royalty were more than willing to pose 
for selfies with those who came to see the engine.

SEE NRHEG KIDS, A10

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN JORGENSEN
Two crew members work to grease the rods of the engine 
during the stop in Owatonna. The two men up close to the 
engine shows the massive size of the wheels which are nearly 
as tall as they are.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN JORGENSEN
Conductor Jim Leonard made time to talk to those who had 
gathered to see the historic engine and answer questions.
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PUBLIC SAFETY

BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT:  At 12:18 p.m., a hit and run accident resulting in property damage occurred in the 
1600 block of Cedar Ave. S.

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service

1.	 Nancy Heim – DWI - $1,000 bail
2.	 Juan Hernandez – motor vehicle - $1,000 bail
3.	 Jeffrey Herzog – disorderly conduct - $1,000 bail
4.	 Faithful Hill – damage to property – no bail
5.	 Landen Hill – assault – no bail
6.	 Rodney Hill – traffic - $1,000 bail
7.	 Laquan Hillard – weapon without permit - $3,000 bail

8.	 Fahad Hilowle – DWI - $12,000 bail
9.	 Thomas Hitchcock – revoked license - $500 bail
10.	 Brandy Hodges – domestic assault - $1,000 bail
11.	 Damian Hortop-Rocha – burglary – no bail
12.	 Dominic Hosteller – disorderly conduct - $400 bail
13.	 Brittany Hoverkamp – disorderly conduct - $1,000 bail
14.	 Renant Hubbard – controlled substance – no bail

15.	 Andrew Hull – DWI - $3,000 bail
16.	 Rachel Hutchins – theft – no bail
17.	 Spencer Hutchinson – DWI – no bail
18.	 Trung Huynh – drugs – no bail
19.	 Gloria Ibarra – warrant - $30,000 bail
20.	 Nicolas Ibarra – DWI – no bail

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

SEE BLOTTER, A5

CRIME BRIEF 

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
July 8 with Judge Karen R. 
Duncan presiding: 

Mackey K. Drake, 41, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was 
convicted of felony 
violation of order for 
protection. Drake was 
sentenced to $131 and 24 
months in St. Cloud State 
Prison. 

Robyn L. Hager, 44, 
Medford, previously 
appeared and was 
convicted of felony 
violation of predatory 
offender registration. The 
defendant was sentenced 
to $581, no possession 
of firearms, maintain 
employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and 3 years of 
supervised probation. 

Andrew J. Haman, 32, 
Laporte, previously 
appeared and was 
convicted of felony 
possession of 
amphetamine/PCP/
hallucinogens. He was 
sentenced to $131 and 85 
months in St. Cloud State 
Prison. 

The following 
misdemeanors and petty 
misdemeanors were heard 
in Steele County District 
Court the week of July 8 
– 14: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Alexis Alejo, 20, Austin, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $481; Jamie 
L. Cox, 20, Dexter, seat 
belt, $106; Esmeralda 
E. Guzman, 26, Austin, 
expired tabs, $111; Michael 
A. Madison, 29, Dexter, 
seat belt, $106; Queintin L. 
Matthews, 33, Jeanerette, 
LA, invalid license and no 
insurance, $381. 

MN DEPT. OF  
NATURAL RESOURCES

Michael C. Marcus, 63, 
Ellendale, ATV registration 
violation, $106. 

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Victoria K. Bettes, 21, Des 
Moines, IA, speeding, 
$141; Krista R. Brenno, 48, 
Minnetonka, speeding, 
$121; Jessie R. Cooper, 20, 
River Vale, NJ, speeding, 
$121; George T. Cusack, 
44, Northfield, speeding, 
$131; Lyle F. Daschner, 
70, Janesville, seat belt, 
$106; Clark C. Gustafson, 
65, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; Colton L. Hanson, 24, 
Faribault, seat belt, $106; 
Mariana C. Hernandez, 
18, Hollandale, seat belt, 
$106; Danielle L. Herrera-
Markwald, 46, Spring 
Lake Park, speeding, $141; 
Pamela C. Hilden, 65, 
Montrose, owner allow 
illegal operation, $181; 
Barbara J. Hillesheim, 50, 
New Ulm, speeding, $131; 
Mackenzie M. Hoy, 26, 
Waseca, speeding, $121; 
Nicholas J. Huebl, 19, 
Waseca, speeding, $121; 
Jonathan J. Kauffman, 25, 
Barronett, WI, speeding, 
$221; Chase A. Kraft, 17, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Charles G. Lamothe, 20, 
Prairie Village, KS, speeding, 
$131; David A. Lewis, 47, 
Excelsior, speeding, $131; 
McKenna L. Mages, 22, 
Courtland, speeding, $121; 
Victor H. Medina Namcela, 
36, Hudson, WI, no license, 
$181; Jacob D. Meskan, 
19, Waterville, seat belt, 
$106; Erica A. Nelson, 
30, Albert Lea, speeding, 
$121; Anna M. Newhouse, 
31, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Joseph J. Ornelas, 36, 
Medford, revoked license 
and no insurance, $481; 
Barbara J. Ostendorf, 67, 
Waseca, careless driving, 
$181; Eusebio L. Otero, 28, 
St. Paul, no license, $181; 
Savannah R. Pietsch, 34, 
Las Vegas, NV, speeding, 
$131; Chad A. Powell, 
44, Owatonna, speeding, 
$141; Tyler O. Prestegard, 
34, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Travis L. Raddatz, 
23, Ostrander, seat belt, 
$106; Jilene J. Rappe, 47, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Kasandra A. Rewey, 22, 
Cottage Grove, speeding, 
$131; Daniel J. Rivera 
Escandon, 18, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $131; 
Abraham D. Ryan, 25, 
Owatonna, texting while 
driving, $131; Sangeena 
Sharma, 43, Marion, IA, 
speeding, $121; Christopher 
J. Smith, 47, Faribault, 

cancelled license, $81 and 
1 year in county jail; Jayson 
A. Smith, 36, Albuquerque, 
NM, no registration, no 
insurance and possession 
of marijuana, $531; Jose 
F. Vega, 39, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Courtney D. 
Williams, 28, Albert Lea, no 
license, $181. 

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Saladho H. Ahmed, 27, 
Faribault, permit violation 
and stop sign, $181; Angela 
D. Andresen, 44, Owatonna, 
domestic assault, diversion 
program and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Tay 
L. Beckjorden, 22, Faribault, 
theft, $132.99; Amanda M. 
Calhoun, 31, Owatonna, 
driving through barricade, 
$121; Robert H. Crandall, 
56, Dodge Center, seat 
belt, $106; Dawn M. Dickie, 
48, Owatonna, suspended 
license, $281; Ryder L. Fitz, 
17, Hollandale, speeding, 
$141; Sean R. Gerlach, 
18, Medford, muffler 
violation and speeding, 
$171; Aleisha M. Gordon, 
26, St. Paul, headlamps 
violation and improper 
information on license, 
$141; Molly A. Hensrud, 
28, Ottertail, suspended 
license, $281; Bertha M. 
Jackson, 33, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Vernon A. 
Johnson, 42, Owatonna, 
falsely reporting crime, 
$281 and 1 day in county 
jail; Garrett M. Larson, 
23, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; Clifford J. Marshall, 
36, Owatonna, DWI, $306, 
substance abuse subtle 
screening inventory and 
1 year of supervised 
probation; Robert L. Mast, 
21, Owatonna, permit 
violation, $131; Brenden 
M. McMann, 19, Hope, 
speeding, $221; Marco A. 
Mendez, 38, Owatonna, 
DWI, $406, 1 day in county 
jail, substance abuse 
subtle screening inventory 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Daniel W. Miller, 
57, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Reinaldo Quesada, 
44, Albert Lea, seat belt, 
$106; Christopher Ramirez, 
36, Memphis, TX, DWI, 
$156, 97 days in county jail, 
no possession of firearms, 
maintain employment, no 
alcohol or  and domestic 
assault, controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
attend support groups, 

cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to 
leave the state, electronic 
monitoring and 2 years 
of supervised probation; 
Abraam Rodriguez, 18, 
Owatonna, seat belt and no 
insurance, $306; Michael J. 
Shinabarger, 18, Waseca, 
speeding, $121; Jessalyn 
S. Traulich, 32, Northfield, 
failure to yield, $100; Hunter 
M. Wright, 18, Geneva, seat 
belt, $106; Luis A. Zelaya 
Rivera, 32, Owatonna, 
suspended license, $281. 

STEELE COUNTY  
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Dalton J. Andersen, 32, 
Owatonna, failure to drive 
in single lane and speeding, 
$171; Dakota C. Anderson, 
22, Mankato, speeding, 
$121; Jessica L. Cole, 25, 
Owatonna, speeding, 
$131; Payton R. Cooper, 
19, Mankato, speeding, 
$141; Paige L. Ersland, 24, 
Ridle, OR, expired tabs, 
$111; Joseph R. Fisher, 
34, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; Jennifer L. Gable, 38, 
Faribault, speeding, $121; 
Charles R. Gatewood, 45, 
Waseca, invalid license, 
$181; Jeremiah K. Gbojueh, 
44, St. Paul, speeding, 
$121; Abdifatah A. Hujale, 
19, Faribault, cancelled 
license and permit violation, 
$331; Ahmed M. Ismail, 32, 
Owatonna, speeding, stay 
of adjudication, $75 and 6 
months of unsupervised 
probation; Shantonia D. 
Jackson, 30, Owatonna, 
suspended registration, 
$381; Lane H. Lembke, 16, 
Blooming Prairie, speeding 
and failure to drive in 
single lane, $171; Hawa 
C. Lual, 44, Rochester, 
speeding, $221; Michael J. 
McClatchey, 45, Owatonna, 
suspended registration, 
$381; Eran M. Miller, 24, 
Wells, suspended license, 
$281; Valentina Miranda, 
31, Minneapolis, speeding 
and revoked license, $341; 
Benjamin J. Ngalawa, 23, 
Katy, TX, speeding, $221; 
Michael J. Nylund, 40, 
Owatonna, expired license, 
$181; Tyler O. Prestegard, 
34, Owatonna, speeding, 
$141; Roberts L. Robert, 
55, Orrick, MO, speeding, 
$141; Scott W. Simpson, 
36, Denver, CO, speeding 
and prohibited passing, 
$171; Jenifer S. Stursa, 43, 
Medford, failure to yield 
and careless driving, $231; 
Anthony M. Thomas, 38, 

Faribault, cancelled license, 
$281; Abigail R. Weis, 18, 
Holmen, WI, speeding, 
$221; Roger A. Wilcox, 
52, Rochester, speeding, 
$121; Shalene H. Wilson, 
28, Owatonna, speeding, 
$221; Ryan M. Zimmer, 18, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE
July 17 

Fraud: Officer took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 
300 block of 3rd St. SE at 
5:59 p.m. 

OWATONNA POLICE
July 12

Drugs: Drug activity was 
reported in the 100 block of 
School St. W. at 12:01 a.m. 

Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 1900 block of 
Wildflower Dr. NE at 10:45 
a.m. 

Restraining Order: Police 
responded to a restraining 
order violation in the 400 
block of Oak Ave. S. at 
12:05 p.m. 

Arrest: At 9:11 p.m., police 
assisted another agency 
with arresting a subject in 
the 200 block of Riverside 
Ave. NW. 

July 13
Mental Health: Officers 
responded to a mental 
health incident in the 600 
block of Bridge St. W. at 
1:36 a.m. 

Theft: Police received a 
theft report from the 200 
block of Lincoln Ave. S. at 
3:43 p.m. 

Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic 
stop at Cedar Ave. N. and 
Nature Valley Place NW at 
6:21 p.m. 

July 14
DWI: Police arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated in the 600 block 
of Bridge St. W. at 1:23 a.m. 

Threats: Officers 
responded to a subject 
making threats in the 500 
block of Adams Ave. NW at 
9:48 a.m. 

Theft: Officer issued a 
theft citation in the 300 

block of Park Dr. NW at 
4:07 p.m. 

July 15
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported in 
the 200 block of Cedar Ave. 
N. at 9:12 a.m. 

Theft: At 1:57 p.m., a citizen 
reported identity theft in the 
700 block of Bridge St. W. 

Restraining Order: 
Officers responded to a 
restraining order violation in 
the 700 block of El Dorado 
Lane SE at 2:49 p.m. 

Mental Health: Police 
responded to a mental 
health incident in the 700 
block of Paris Place SE at 
5:41 p.m. 

Crashes: Motor vehicle 
accidents with injuries 
occurred in the 1700 block 
of Cedar Valley Dr. NW at 
8:44 p.m. and the 1200 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 
9:21 p.m. 

July 16
Fraud: Police took reports 
of fraud incidents in the 
2100 block of Bridge St. W. 
at 1:11 p.m. and the 400 
block of Pearl St. E. at 2:09 
p.m. 

July 17 
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported in 
the 100 block of Clark Dr. 
NW at 9:04 a.m. 

Theft: Officer took a theft 
report at Birch Ave. NE and 
Rose St. E. at 10:05 a.m. 

Shoplifting: Police 
arrested a subject for 
shoplifting in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 
11:50 a.m. 

Domestic: Police 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 400 
block of Rose St. E. at 4:57 
p.m. 

July 18 
Arrest: Police assisted 
another agency with 
arresting a subject in the 
600 block of Cedar Ave. N. 
at 8:35 a.m. 

Threats: Officers 
responded to a subject 
making threats in the 1600 
block of Wedgewood Dr. NE 
at 12:38 p.m. 

Probation: Police made a 
probation violation arrest in 
the 100 block of Cedar Ave. 
N. at 5:02 p.m. 

Zachary Bongers

PARTY IN THE PARK
Event brings police, community together for a fun night

BY HOWARD LESTRUD 
STAFF WRITER

Blooming Prairie’s Third 
Annual National Night Out 
will be held Tuesday, July 
30, beginning at 5 p.m. in 
Central Park.

The Blooming Prairie 
Police Department is again 
sponsoring the event. Oth-
er sponsors include: Mini-
mizer, Jennifer Walsh Real 
Estate, Keller Williams 
Premier Realty, B to Z 
Hardware, the Kris Heichel 
Team, KIK Marketing and 
the BP Dairy Queen.    

This year’s event will be 
combined with the Bloom-
ing Prairie Bike Rodeo. 
The Bike Rodeo was held 
the past two years in the 
Minimizer corporate park-
ing lot.

Kids are encouraged 
to bring their bikes and 
learn more about bicycle 
safety. A free helmet will 
be provided by Jennifer 
Walsh Real Estate and 
Keller Williams Premier 
Realty. Walsh will present 
a testimonial about bicy-
cle safety.

Hot dogs and chips will 
be served. Karen Peterson 
of Confections by Karen 
will provide the dessert. 
She has become very 
famous for her homemade 
cookies and cupcakes.

Typically, National 
Night Out is held around 
the country on the first 
Tuesday of August to 
promote safety in neigh-
borhoods.

Police Chief Greg 
Skillestad and Officer 

Dan Peach organized the 
National Night the past 
two years and promise 
that this year’s event will 
again be a popular com-
munity family activity.

More than 300 people 
attended last year’s event.

Many family games 
will be featured, includ-
ing ski ball, basketball, 
soccer games, duck pond, 
zombie tagdigging for gold 
and outdoor bowling. A 
bounce house will also be 
in the park for the kids.

Other activities 
planned include a taser 
demonstration at 7 p.m. 
Officer Peach said the 
victim will be a surprise. 
It could be Officer Peach, 
or maybe Chief Skillestad. 
That’s strictly rumor.

Police, fire and rescue 

will have their vehicles at 
the park and available for 
tours. Local businesses 
and organizations will 
also have displays at the 
park.

National Night Out 
gives the public the 
chance to interact with 
officers and have a fun 
community night, says 
Skillestad. “It will be a 
fun community event and 
visitors will not be disap-
pointed,” said Peach.

Live music will be 
provided by DJ Izzy. An 
outdoor movie is planned 
at dusk.

The evening will also 
feature a Rice/Steele 911 
Dispatch Center display.

Those attending the 
evening’s activities will 
also have the opportunity 

to meet Blooming Prai-
rie’s new city adminis-
trator.

“National Night Out in 
Blooming Prairie gives 
community residents 
the opportunity to get 
together and learn how 
they can be safe together,” 
remarked Skillestad.

FILEPHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie Police Chief Greg Skillestad and his wife 
Allyson give out another pulled pork sandwich during the 
2018 National Night Out event at Central Park in BP. Picking 
up the sandwich is Reid Magana, 5, of Owatonna. 

What’s in a name anyway?
Police had themselves 

asking, “What’s in a name 
anyway?” after an incident 
in Owatonna.

On July 14, a resident 
came to the Law Enforce-
ment Center requesting help 
in getting some unwanted 

persons out of a residence. 
Officers responded to the 
home in the 500 block of S. 
Cedar Avenue where they 
located three unwanted 
people. 

One of the persons denied 
having identification and 

provided his name and 
birthday. Officers attempt-
ed to confirm the given 
identity, but soon the state 
database had a different 
photo than the person they 
were dealing with. A short 
time later, a sister to the 

man arrived and provided 
his real name. 

Once officers had the real 
name, they found out he 
had an outstanding arrest 
warrant. Police took Zachary 
Bongers, 27, of Faribault into 
custody for the warrant. He 

was also charged with giving 
a peace officer the false name 
of another person, which is a 
gross misdemeanor. 

Bongers admitted to 
police that he knew he had 
a warrant and using his 
brother’s name.

National  
Night Out
Tuesday, July 30
5 p.m.

Central Park
Blooming Prairie
Fairgrounds- Owatonna
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Men Get 
Osteoporosis 

Too

also showed her that it’s not all 
about government.

Villarreal said her parents 
came to America as illegal 
immigrants before she was born. 
“I have a better life and also feel 
I should give back as much as I 
can,” she said.

“We do have a lot of rights 
and we should appreciate them,” 
remarked Stender.

Looking to the future, Aquino 
said she hopes to study philos-

ophy and sociology and may go 
to law school or medical school. 
Sorenson said she plans to attend 
Riverland Community College 
and then follow up with four 
years of more education. She 
said she may become a therapist. 
“I actually am undecided,” she 
said. Villarreal plans to attend 
the University of Minnesota and 
study science and engineering.

Stender will go for a four-year 
degree in forensic science at the 

University of Wisconsin Pla-
tetville. Matson is planning to 
study environmental science at 
Montana University.

Boys and girls both partici-
pated in mock trials. Aquino’s 
case was a murder trial involv-
ing a mercy killing. Villarreal’s 
trial centered around a weapon, 
legal by carry and conceal, left 
unattended and resulting in a 
killing.

The Blooming Prairie Boys 

Staters and Girls Staters hope to 
be given a chance to recommend 
the week-long experience to cur-
rent juniors.

“Experience it and I recom-
mend it to anyone,” said Matson. 
“It’s good practice for college 
and you learn how to abide by a 
schedule,” added Stender.

“I met a lot of amazing people 
and the week was not as political 

as I thought it would be,” com-
mented Sorenson.

“It’s a good experience to find 
ways to be different and to be 
better leaders,” said Villarreal.

“We learned a lot about 
government behind the scenes,” 
Aquino said.

“Thank you American Legion 
and Auxiliary,” the Blooming 
Prairie seniors said in unison.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

History from the News Archives
10 Years Ago

July 21, 2009
DAN EVANS, PUBLISHER

For Arden Wold of Blooming Prai-
rie, serving his nation seemed like 
the right thing to do. Wold is turning 
90 soon and lives at the Heather Haus 
in BP. He has many fond memories of 
serving and doing his part. He grad-
uated from BP in 1938 and joined the 
U.S. Air Force in 1942.

The Blooming Prairie City Council 
approved the resolution for the 
$300,000 Obligation Water Revenue B 
Series 2009B to fund the Highway 30 
project. The interest rate is going to 
be very reasonable at 3.51%.

Phase two of the construction at 
Blooming Prairie High School is go-
ing smoothly. Superintendent Barry 
Olson hopes to be in all areas by Aug. 
19. Crews from about 30 companies 
have been hard at work with demoli-
tion work and currently finishing up 
block and brick work. 

Bret Hansen of Owatonna took 
home the “Best in Show” honors 
at this year’s Fourth Annual Car 
Show during Blooming Prairie’s Old 
Fashioned Fourth of July celebration. 
Hansen beat out 54 other participants 
for the award. He was given $200 in 
prize money.

Doug Miner, owner of Miner’s 
Outdoor and Rec, is retiring from the 
Minnesota National Guard after 21 
years of service, three of which were 
in active duty with the Army. Min-
er enlisted two days after his high 
school graduation in 1988. 

20 Years Ago
July 20, 1999

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

When Chad Hein got a phone call 
while working at Viracon from his 
wife, Audre, in the wee hours of 

the morning last week, little did he 
realize what was about to unfold. And 
when Blooming Prairie Police Officer 
Mark Lang went on duty July 12, 
he figured it would be another quiet 
night in Blooming Prairie. All three 
found out very quickly how seconds 
count when they delivered a baby boy 
at 3 a.m. in Hein’s upstairs bathroom. 

Fixing the infiltration problem 
in the city sewer system was almost 
a given, but the hefty price tag for 
change will give council members 
their toughest test in finding financ-
ing in recent years. Depending on 
what the council decides to do costs 
for upgrading/replacing start at 
$35,000 and go up to $515,000. The 
council also learned that six trailers 
remain at the former trailer court in 
Blooming Prairie.

The Litomysl community spirit 
will be felt everywhere in the air 
at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
at Litomysl on July 25 as the 140 
families of the parish host their 28th 
annual Litomysl Summer Festival. 
This country-style festival draws 
thousands of people as the Czech 
community of Litomysl puts on their 
annual fundraiser to help support St. 
Isidore’s School.

50 Years Ago
July 16, 1969

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

This year’s Crazy Day promotion 
in Blooming Prairie has been sched-
uled for all day Friday of next week, 
July 25, it was announced today by 
the Civic Progress Club’s promotion 
committee. The event will be staged, 
rain or shine, starting when the 
stores open in the morning and con-
tinuing to 9 p.m. 

Strong winds in the Blooming 
Prairie area last Sunday morning up-
rooted a tree on the Bernard Kubicek 
property and it fell onto their garage. 

Jerry Ingvalson, president of the 
Blooming Prairie Future Farmers of 
America Chapter, attended the Na-
tional FFA Leadership and Citizen-
ship Conference in Washington, D.C., 
the week of July 7-12. Jerry is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Ingvalson of 
Blooming Prairie.

Winners of trophies for the five 
best Petunia displays in conjunction 
with Blooming Prairie’s second annu-
al Petunia Festival held last Saturday 
and Sunday were announced. They 
are: Alvin Frey, Mrs. John Hauben-
schild, Mrs. Agnes Strand, Ray 
Wanous and Noel Wobschall.

Howard Bode, a 1969 graduate of 
the University of Minnesota Institute 
of Agriculture, has recently joined 
the Vo-Ag staff of the Blooming 
Prairie Public School system. He will 
be filling the position of high school 
vo-ag instructor and FFA advisor 
vacated by Truman Tilleraas.

75 Years Ago
July 20, 1944

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

Staff sergeant Raymond P. Svatos, 
who was missing in action since May 
5, was reported killed the same day 
in a telegram received last Thursday 
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Svatos of Owatonna. He was killed on 
a bombing mission over the Ploesti oil 
fields in Romania.

The biggest premiums for regis-
tered Belgians and Percherons in 
Minnesota county fairs are paid right 
in Owatonna at the Steele County 
Free Fair, Aug. 15-20. And with the 
Morocco spotted horse show this year 
at Owatonna, this horse show will 
really be some thing to see.

Blooming Prairie hemp mill made 
its first shipment of processed hemp 
fibre Tuesday. Two carloads went out by 
Milwaukee freight. One car had a gross 
weight of 25,759 pounds of hemp. Anoth-
er car contained 44,593 pounds of hemp.

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can men get osteoporosis or is it primarily a problem 

for women? When I fell and broke my wrist last winter 
the doctor that treated me told me I might have osteopo-
rosis, but I never got it checked. What can you tell me?

Bony Bill

Dear Bill,
Many people think osteoporosis is a woman’s 

disease, but men can get it too, especially in their later 
years. Here’s what you should know.

OSTEOPOROSIS IN MEN
Osteoporosis is a disease that causes the bones 

to become weak and brittle and more susceptible to 
fractures. Though women are four times more likely to 
acquire it, around 2 million American men have osteo-
porosis today, and another 12 million have “pre-osteo-
porosis,” or osteopenia.

Unfortunately, men are much less likely than women 
to get the health of their bones checked even after they 
break a bone. That’s because doctors are often unaware 
of the many factors that put men at risk of osteoporosis.

While menopause is a major component that accel-
erates bone loss in women, some of the key risk factors 
for men developing osteoporosis include: being over 
age 70; being thin or underweight; smoking; consum-
ing more than three alcoholic drinks a day; having a 
parental history of osteoporosis; and having a previous 
fracture.

Certain health conditions – such as rheumatoid 
arthritis, celiac disease, testosterone deficiency, hyper-
thyroidism, COPD, kidney or liver disease, and mobili-
ty disorders like Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis 
or stroke – can also increase your risk. In addition, so 
can taking certain medications like anti-inflammatory 
steroids, prostate cancer drugs, proton pump inhibitors 
for GERDs, antidepressants, immunosuppressants, and 
anti-seizure drugs.

To help you determine your risk of osteoporosis, the 
International Osteoporosis Foundation has a quick, on-
line quiz you can take atRiskCheck.IOFBoneHealth.org.

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT
A good first step in preventing and treating osteopo-

rosis is to get screened. All men over age 70 should have 
a bone density test, and those who’ve had a fracture or 
have other risk factors should be tested after age 50. 
Screening for osteoporosis is a simple, painless, bone 
density test, which takes about five minutes. Many 
health insurance companies will cover bone density 
tests, as does Medicare.

Here’s what else you can do to protect your bones.
Boost your calcium: The best way to get 

bone-building calcium is through your diet. Dairy 
products (low-fat milk, cheeses and yogurt), dark green 
leafy vegetables (broccoli, kale, collards), sardines 
and salmon, cooked dried beans, soy foods, almonds 
and fortified cereals and juices are all good sources of 
calcium. Vitamin D is also important to help your body 
absorb calcium.

The National Osteoporosis Foundation recommends 
1,000 mg of calcium daily for men under 70, and 1,200 
mg for those over 71. They also recommend 800 to 1,000 
international units (IU) of vitamin D if you’re over 50. If 
you’re not getting enough vitamin D through sunlight 
or food, consider taking a supplement. Most daily mul-
tivitamins contain at least 400 IU.

Exercise: Weight-bearing exercises like walking, 
and strength training with weights or resistant bands 
three or four times a week, can significantly improve 
your bone health and reduce the risk of a fall that could 
cause a fracture.

Control these vices: Avoid smoking, limit alcohol 
to no more than two or three drinks per day, and limit 
caffeine (coffee, tea or caffeinated soda) to three cups 
a day.

Consider medications: The same drugs to treat 
osteoporosis in women have also been approved for 
men. The most widely prescribed for osteoporosis are 
bisphosphonates, a class of drugs designed to slow or 
stop bone loss. Talk to your doctor about these and oth-
er medication options, as well as potential side effects.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visitSavvy-
Senior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

BLOTTER:  FROM A4

Restraining Order: At 
10:21 p.m., a restraining 
order violation occurred in 
the 2200 block of 26th St. 
NW. 

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
July 12

Thefts: Deputies took theft 
reports in the 100 block of 
Riverview Court in Medford 
at 6:06 a.m. and the 500 
block of Central Ave. W. in 
Medford at 11:47 a.m. 

Animal: Deputies received 
a report of animal cruelty 
from the 4100 block of 
66th St. NW in Medford 
Township at 9:34 p.m. 

July 14
DWI: At 10:10 p.m., 
deputies arrested a juvenile 
for driving while intoxicated 
in the 5400 block of 38th St. 
SE in Havana Township. 

July 15 
Animal: Deputies 
responded to an animal call 
in the 3700 block of County 
Road 45 N. in Clinton Falls 
Township at 10:23 a.m. 

Fraud: Deputy took a 
report of a fraud incident 
in the 4000 block of Crane 
Creek Rd. in Owatonna 
Township at 2:58 p.m. 

Theft: At 10:16 p.m., a 
motor vehicle was reported 
stolen from Interstate 35 in 
Medford Township. 

July 16
Property: At 4:09 p.m., 
stolen property was 
recovered from 52nd Ave. 
NW and 30th St. NW in 
Deerfield Township. 

July 17 
Arrests: Deputies arrested 
motorists during traffic 
stops at Frontage Rd. E. 
and 69th St. NW in Medford 
Township at 6:46 a.m. 
and on Highway 14 W. in 
Meriden Township at 9:31 
a.m. 

Burglary: Deputies began 
a burglary investigation in 
the 4500 block of County 
Road 45 N. in Clinton Falls 
Township at 4:46 p.m. 

July 18 
Crash: At 9:34 a.m., a motor 
vehicle accident occurred 
at 50th St. NW and County 
Road 45 N. in Clinton Falls 
Township. 

Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported in 
the 6900 block of 158th St. 
SW in Berlin Township at 
5:46 p.m.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Dominic Kenneth Autio, 
18, arrested at 9:20 a.m. 
July 18, domestic assault/
assault, held for court. 

STEELE COUNTY  
SHERIFF

Adam John Techau, 34, 
arrested at 3:18 p.m. July 
15, warrant arrest, $2,000 
bail. 
Caleb Michael Connolly, 
29, arrested at 6 p.m. July 
15, warrant arrest, $1,000 
bail. 
Nathaniel Anthony Jones, 
31, arrested at 11:58 p.m. 
July 15, felony receiving 
stolen property, held for 
court. 
Leonardo Jacobs Holmes, 
26, arrested at 12:22 a.m. 
July 16, felony receiving 
stolen property, held for 
court. 
Ella Odessa-Fay Gates, 26, 
arrested at 1:03 a.m. July 
16, felony receiving stolen 
property, held for court. 
Anthony Joseph Aunan, 
49, arrested at 3:30 p.m. 
July 18, warrant arrest, 
$10,000 bail.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following 
misdemeanors and petty 
misdemeanors were heard 
in Dodge County District 
Court the week of July 7 – 
14: 

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Kassandra Aguilar, 21, Le 
Sueur, speeding, $140; 
Darcey M. Andrews, 34, 
Medford, suspended 
license, $280; Austin D. 
Bolin, 20, Mantorville, 
speeding, $120; David L. 
Gonzalez, 35, Granada, seat 
belt, $105; Kyle A. Hadrava, 
27, Pine Island, speeding, 
$120; Kathy A. Hegna, 
64, Plymouth, speeding, 
$220; Kyle V. Herring, 42, 
Rochester, speeding, $140; 
Luke E. Hottel, 37, Bayport, 
revoked license, 90 days 
in county jail; Steven P. 
Johnson, 52, Owatonna, 
speeding, $220; Skye T. 
Ronken, 38, International 
Falls, speeding, $130; 
Madelyn F. Rysavy, 23, 
Owatonna, speeding, $280; 
Jacqueline P. Tozier, 34, 
West Concord, burning 
permit violation, $105; Kim 
I. Tysdale, 56, Owatonna, 
speeding, $120; Adam J. 
Weber, 26, Owatonna, 
speeding, $140. 

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Micah L. Cabbage, 24, 
Owatonna, speeding, 
$280; Adrian M. Elias, 19, 
Mantorville, speeding, 
$140; Linda M. Groskreutz, 
62, Pemberton, speeding, 
$120; Brooke L. Hondl, 22, 
Owatonna, speeding, $130; 
Stephanie A. Knudson, 
27, Stewartville, seat belt, 
$105; Elio R. Lopez-Perez, 
23, Blaine, invalid license, 
$180; Whitney N. Lutteke, 
26, Wells, speeding, $220; 
Minerva D. Martinez, 25, 
revoked license and stop 
sign, $330; Siobhan M. 
McKee, 26, Claremont, seat 
belt, $105; Derek G. Slagter, 
34, Rochester, speeding, 
$130; John F. Thoe, 52, 
Hayfield, failure to yield, 
$180; Jerrod L. Vandal, 
35, Kasson, seat belt, 
$105; Jeremy M. Weiss, 
26, Rochester, expired 
registration, $110; Chad 
O. Wilhelm, 43, Rochester, 
speeding, $130; Nathaniel 
J. Zaske, 28, Kasson, 

suspended license, failure 
to obtain new license after 
information change and 
windshield violation, $340. 

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Kasey E. Kersting, 19, 
Kasson, speeding, $120; 
Dallas J. Laqua, 25, 
Claremont, speeding, 
$120; Taya A. Lindquist, 19, 
Kasson, speeding, $120; 
Nicholas J. Loomis, 28, 
Dodge Center, speeding, 
$120; Mercedes K. Luepke, 
29, Kasson, speeding, $130. 

WEST CONCORD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Katie J. Borgesen, 26, Dodge 
Center, no insurance, $280; 
Nicole R. Thielen, 42, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $130. 

OWATONNA FIRE

July 12
Fire: At 5:43 p.m., a natural 
vegetation fire occurred 
at U.S. Highway 218 and 
Austin Road. 

July 14
False Call: At 9:01 a.m., 
a malicious false call 
occurred at the detention 
center. 

Crash: Fire rescue 
responded to a motor 
vehicle accident with 
injuries in the 5600 block of 
38th St. SE at 10:24 p.m. 

July 15
Gas Leak: Fire personnel 
responded to a natural gas 
leak at 13th St. NE and 3rd 
Ave. NE at 10:26 a.m. 

July 16
Gas Leak: At 8:35 a.m., a 
natural gas leak occurred 
in the 1200 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. 

July 17 
Carbon Monoxide: 
Firefighters responded to a 
carbon monoxide alarm in 
the 200 block of School St. 
W. at 10:45 a.m. 

BP STUDENTS: study government   FROM A3
“Everyone must work together in government.”

Virdi Villarreal
BP Girls Stater
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495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

cashwisedelivers.com

Thank you 
Park Board 
Members!

Sponsored by these local businesses

WAYS TO REGISTER
FALL REGISTRATION
WAYS TO REGISTER
• On-Line: http://owatonnaparksrectest.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx 
  (beginning at 6 a.m. July 25)
• Walk-In Registration: Parks and Recreation office at 540 West Hills Circle.  Office hours    	
   are 7a.m.- p.m. Mon-Fri 
• Call in: 507-444-4321

Registration deadline is August 8 for Youth Football and Volleyball.  Save $10 on each program 
by registering before the deadline

FALL YOUTH PROGRAMS
YOUTH VOLLEYBALL
 A introduction to volleyball for grades 3-6.  
Learn skills and play game! 
Cost: $35 (after August 8: $45)
Dates: September 7-October 26
Times: Practices one evening per week, games Sunday mornings
Volleyball Clinic: August 28, 7-8pm in the Small Group Forum at OHS 
(all players should attend)
Coaches Meeting: August 28 at 6pm in the Small Group Forum at OHS

3RD & 4TH GRADE FOOTBALL - MIGHTY HUSKIES
A tackle football program.  Games and scrimmages are played weekday evenings (typically 
Thursdays) and/or Saturday mornings.  Practices are held when coaches schedule them.
Cost: $75 (after August 8: $85)
Location: OHS Football Field for Clinic (helmets will be handed out that night and shoulder pads 
should be brought along to be checked by staff.)
Times: Vary       Days: Vary
First practice and meeting: August 22, 5:45-7:15pm

YOUTH FOOTBALL
1st&2nd Grade: Mini Husky Pups
This program focuses each week on a different football skill followed by fun fames!  No 
equipment required-t-shirt included with fee.
Cost: $26 (after August 8: $36)
Dates: September 7, 14, 21, and 28
Location: OHS Practice Football Field
			             Time: 9-10:15am
			             Days: Saturday

5TH & 6TH
A tackle football program.  Games and scrimmages are played weekday evenings (typically 
Mondays) and/or Saturday mornings.  Practices are held when coaches schedule them.
Cost: $75 (after August 8: $85)
Location: OHS Football Field for Clinic (helmets will be handed out that night and shoulder pads should be brought 
along to be checked by staff.)
Times: Vary
Days: Vary
First practice and meeting: August 22, 5:45-7:15pm

**We will take registrations for Parks and Recreation football at the Owatonna Huskies Football Camp on Wednesday, 
August 7 at the OHS Football Field.

Equipment needed for 3rd-6th grade football:  A helmet and jersey will be provided, but both must be turned in at 
the end of the season.  Shoulder pads, mouth guard, football pants and multi-purpose shoes must be provided by 
participant.

Coaches Meeting is August 19 at 5:30pm in the lower level conference room at West Hills.

Angie Malo
Greg Posch

Jonathan Thiel
Andrea Gaffke

Greg Louis
Nicholas Elsner 

David Christiansen

• SWIMMING LESSONS 
• YOUTH VOLLEYBALL
• YOUTH FOOTBALL
• THERAPEUTIC REC LEISURE SWIM
• LEARN TO SKATE HOCKEY 
• ADULT KICKBALL
• ADULT FALL SOFTBALL
• ADULT VOLLEYBALL

**FOR ALL SWIM LESSON DETAILS VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.CI.OWATONNA.MN.US/
PARKSRECREATION.**

SPECIAL EVENTS
• CRAZY DAYS
• WOOFSTOCK
• PARK PASSPORT
• MOVIE IN THE PARK
• TRICK OR TREAT TRAIL
• CITY ARCHERY DEER HUNT

Tennis & Fitness Center 
507-444-4290

West Hills Social Commons 
507-444-4280

Brooktree Clubhouse  
507-444-2467

River Springs Water Park 
507-774-7370

Email: 
parkrec@ci.owatonna.mn.us

Park and Rec 
Contacts

 watonna
PARKS and RECREATION

540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna • Office Phone: 507-444-4321 • www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecreation

Office Hours
Monday – Friday

7a.m. - 5p.m.

OUR MISSION:
The city of Owatonna 
Parks and Recreation 

Department provides a 
diverse system of green 
spaces, trails, facilities, 
programs and services 

to enhance the quality of 
life for the community.  

Programs 
coming in the Fall 

Brochure 
(released July 23)

PARK & REC EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES:

Water Aerobics Substitute 
Guest Services-Tennis & Fitness Center

Apply at www.ci.owatonna.mn.us and click 
on Employment

Recreating together builds strong families, the foundation 
for a stronger society.  Let’s build a stronger community; 

attend one of Owatonna’s special events!t

Employment 

Create personalized class rings, 
school yearbooks, photo gifts, graduation announcements, 
and jewelry for college, high school, hobbies, and sports. 

www.jostens.com
507-455-6100

148 E. Broadway, St, Owatonna
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 watonna
PARKS and RECREATION

540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna • Office Phone: 507-444-4321 • www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecreation

YOUTH BASKETBALL RIVER SPRINGS 
WATER PARK 

2019 Season Open Swim Hours
June 6-Aug 11    Mon-Sun   12-8pm
(Closing times may vary beginning August 7)
Aug 12-Aug 18  Mon-Sun 12-7pm

Pass Book Prices are: 10 Passes for $65 or 30 Passes for $165
2019 Season Passes
Individual pass $85
Family Pass: Includes 3 people $180 
$20 for each additional person)

LAKE KOHLMIER
1550 MOSHER AVENUE
507-444-4321

2019 Rental/Concessions Hours
June 6-September 2
	 Monday-Friday	 1:00pm-6pm
	 Saturday-Sunday	12pm-7pm

The Lake Kohlmier beach is open for boat/bike rentals and concessions.  Lake Kohlmier 
is stocked with adult, child, and infant sized lifejackets which are included in each boat 
rental.  The beach will be open daily.  There are NO lifeguards on duty-individuals will 
swim according to beach rules and at their own risk.  Ropes are placed to indicate swim 
areas.

Equipment 1 Hour Rentals/Rental Charge		  Punch Cards
Kayaks (single)		  $5			   10 Punch $40 ($4 per punch)
Kayaks (double)	 $5			   20 Punch $70 ($3.50 per punch)
Paddle Boards		  $5
Paddle Boat		  $5
Canoes			   $5
Hydro Bike		  $5
Tandem Bike		  $5
Trail-A-Bike		  $5
Electric Assist Trike	 $5/ALP member - Free

THERAPEUTIC RECREATION
We still have plenty of room for more members on our Membership Council.  If you would 
like to join us, please contact the TR office or talk to one of our council members.  We 
meet on the last Tuesday of each month, 4:00-5:00pm at the West Hills Social Commons.

*Night Club invites members 22 years and older to create friendships and pursue their 
leisure interests.  Night Club meets on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00pm unless otherwise 
noted.

*Teen Club welcomes students 10-22 years old who are looking are looking for fun and 
friendship!  Teen Club meets Thursdays from 6-7:30pm unless otherwise noted.

*Special Rec is a group for children with disabilities ages 4-10.  

Please remember that you must register and pay for any activities that you want to 
participate in.  If you do not pre-register, there is a chance that you will not be able 
to participate in the activity.

KINDERGARTEN-TIKES
Non-competitive program that focuses on developing social skills, sportsmanship, 
teamwork and motor skills in a safe environment.  T-shirt included with fee.
Cost: $35 (after October 31: $45)
Location: McKinley School
Program tentative dates: Dec 7, 14, Jan 4, 18, Feb 1, 15, 22
Times: Vary
1ST & 2ND GRADE-SQUIRTS
Focuses on developing basketball skills as well as sportsmanship and teamwork.  
T-shirt included with fee.
Cost: $35 (after October 31: $45)
Location: McKinley School
Program tentative dates: Dec 7, 14, Jan 4, 18, Feb 1, 15, 22
Times: Vary
3RD-6TH GRADE
Scrimmages and games will emphasize learning and skill development.  T-shirt 
included with fee.
Cost: $45 (after October 31: $55)
Location: Practices are held at elementary schools; games are held at Owatonna 
Middle School
First practice and meeting:  November 12, 6:00-7:00pm, Girls at OHS and Boys at 
Owatonna Middle School
Times: Vary
Days: Practices vary; Games are held Saturdays at Owatonna Middle School on 
December 14, January 4, 18 and February 1, 8, 15, 22

LEARN TO SKATE HOCKEY
Lean to skate and develop basic hockey skills.  The program is divided into three 
levels: Learn to Skate. U6 for players born between 7/1/12 and 6/30/14 and U8 
(Mites) for players born between 7/1/2010 and 6/30/2012.  “Learn to Skate” is for 
first time skaters regardless of age.  A helmet is required for everyone on the ice.  
An entire bag of equipment is available to rent through the Owatonna Youth Hockey 
Association rental program for $50 per year.  Skates can be leased at Straight River 
Sports for an entire season for a reasonable cost.
Program Supervisor: Tony Schwichtenberg: tony.schwichtenberg@gmail.com
Cost: $75 per session or $150 for both sessions
Location: Four Season’s Centre
Program Dates Learn to Skate: Two sessions: Late October-December and 
January-Early March
Program Dates U6&U8: Late October-Early March
Times: Varies
Days U6&U8: Times vary, but mostly Saturday mornings and Sunday afternoons.  
Weeknights will vary
Days Learn to Skate: Most Saturday mornings.  Weeknights will vary.  Schedule will 
be available in September.
Registration: August 27 and 28 6-8pm at Four Season’s Centre 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND: UPDATED
Lean to skate and develop basic hockey skills.  The program is divided into 
three This fund helps support programs for all youth in Steele County and Adult 
Therapeutic Recreation Programs.  Forms are available at the Park and Recreation 
Office.  Participants must pay 40% of program fees, any late fees, and must show 
verification of one of the qualifications.  If a program is over $75, you will pay half of 
the registration fee.
Qualifications for Scholarship: 
 * Current recipients of Free or Reduced Lunch Program 
 * Current recipients of SSI (Supplemental Security Income) 
    or Social Security Benefits
 * Current recipients of Medical Assistance Program
 * Other circumstances (will need to explain) 

PAVILIONS AVAILABLE FOR RENT!
Pavilions Rentals are available one year in advance.  Call the Parks & Recreation 
office at 507-444-4321 or stop by our office to make a reservation.  Payment is due 
at the time of the reservation. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF RECREATION!
Purchase a Parks and Recreation gift card and give the gift of recreation and fun!  
Our gift cards can be used for any registration, program and at any one of our 
facilities (Brooktree Golf Course, Tennis & Fitness Center, River Springs Water Park 

or SeniorPlace).  

Volunteer coaches play an important role in the youth sports experience.  Volunteers 
are trained in our philosophy of youth sports, first aid, concussions and how to teach 
skills for their sport.  

A classroom and on-court clinic for all basketball coaches with OHS Boys and Girls 
Varsity staff will be 7:10-7:40pm for girls’ coaches at OHS and 7:10-7:40pm for Boys’ 

coaches on Tuesday, Nov., 12 at OMS, after the Kid’s clinic.

VOLUNTEER 
COACHES NEEDED-YOUTH BASKETBALL

WEST HILLS TENNIS & 
FITNESS CENTER
West Hills Pool Open Swim 
Cost: $4 weekdays, $5 weekends
Days & Hours:				    October 1 - Memorial Day
Monday, Wednesday, Friday		  6am-7:15am
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday		  7pm-9pm
Saturday, Sunday			  1pm-4pm	
Amenities:
-Cardio and strength training equipment
-Gymnasium
-Sauna
-Running Track
-6 indoor tennis courts
-Heated swimming pool
-Locker rooms with showers
**Private party facility rentals are available for the pool, gym, and tennis courts**

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Crazy Days-July 25-27 
Visit us in downtown Owatonna for Crazy Days!  Come and bounce in our bounce house 
for FREE Friday, July 26 from 10:00am-2:00pm in Central Park.  Participate in Rec on the 
Go from 10:00am-12:00pm, or watch the Youth 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament beginning at 
2:00pm on Bridge Street.

Woofstock-FREE event
August 24: 10am-noon
Lake Chase Dog Park
Bring your dogs, friends, and family for a morning of playtime in the park, a dog-friendly 
photo booth, face painting, canoes, and local vendors!

Movie in the Park-FREE event
Our final family-friendly movie in the park is at Manthey Park on Friday, September 6.  
Movie begins at sunset!  Help choose the movie-look for a pole on our Facebook Page!  
Thank you Connie Knutson-ERA, and Profinium our current movie sponsors!

Park Passport-FREE event
Be sure to look for the insert in our Park & Rec brochure!  We will also post the passport 
on our website.  Thank you to our sponsor: Straight River Sports.

City Archery Deer Hunt
November 2-23 and November 24-December 20.  Application fee is $12 to the City of 
Owatonna, non-refundable.  Registration deadline is September 13 at 4pm.  Any ques-
tions, contact Mary Jo Knudson 507-774-7364 or maryjo.knudson@ci.owatonna.mn.us

6th Annual Trick or Treat Trail-FREE event
Saturday, Oct., 26 2-4pm
Steele County Fair Grounds
Note the new location for better parking and more space!  Visit local businesses along the 
trail for treats, games, a photo shoot, and crafts.  Visit the animals in the large petting zoo, 
take a ride on the kiddie train ride and find treasures in the scavenger hunt!  The Woof or 
Treat Trail will be back at this year’s event!  Dress up your pet and visit the separate trail 
with treats and goodies just for them!

Sponsored by:

507 - 413 - 0819
www.plazamorena.com

160 NW 26th Street • Owatonna

Bring this in for

your next meal!
10% off

Not Válid with any other offer • Expires: March 30th 2017
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bout with cancer in 1993, 
and how ironic that it was 
the same year that the 
walk started in Owaton-
na,” she said.

She also attributed 
her strength to a strong 
personal faith in God, 
something she shares 
with her doctor. “Christ 
is the big ‘C’ and cancer 
is the little ‘c’,” she said. 
“Be grateful for each and 
every day, look at the glass 
half full, and have faith 
and trust. I am grateful 
for family and friends for 
all their prayers, love, and 
support.”

Another survivor who 
credits faith, Tom John-
son, also shared his story. 
Johnson was diagnosed 
with nodular lymphocyte 
predominant Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma this past fall, 
but with chemo therapy 
and a strong conviction, he 
was able to battle through 
it and overcome it.

He recalled the time 
his doctor, the same 
doctor who treated Dixon, 
told him that he would 
pray for him. “God put a 
doctor who is a Christian 
in my life,” Johnson said. 
“He said that he would 
pray for me too, and that 
he would pray for peace 
for my wife and I, and he 
would pray for wisdom for 
both of us.”

Johnson credits the 
faith and support of those 

around him with help-
ing him through such 
a tough time in his life, 
including members of 
his parish and the young 
folks who are part of the 
Christian youth group he 
volunteers in. “There’s 
so much I’m grateful for, 
first of all my relation-
ship with Jesus, without 
him I couldn’t have done 
this, my family, my Bible 
study group, my church, 
and the kids in my youth 
group,” he said.

“Hearing people say 
that they’ve been praying 
for me every day is very 
humbling,” he said. “The 
response was unbeliev-
able, there was about 
300 people who attended 
my fundraiser. I felt like 
George Bailey from the 
movie ‘It’s a Wonderful 
Life’.” After recounting 
his story, Tom Johnson, 
this year’s honorary 
chair, thanked all those 
who volunteer.

For all those who par-
ticipated in the relay, and 
those who are currently 
going through their own 
battles with cancer, survi-
vors like Dixon and John-
son help give them hope 
and inspiration. “The 
event so far has raised 
$53,034,” the evening’s MC 
John Connor said before 
the survivors inaugurat-
ed the relay by taking the 
first lap.

COMMUNITY

Verlin Eaker, 86,formerly of BP
Verlin Eaker, 86, of Mechanicsville, Iowa passed away 

Sunday, July 14, 2019, at his home, nearly nine months 
after the passing of his beloved wife, Sharon. 

Funeral Service was held Friday, July 
19, 2019, at Stewart Baxter Funeral & 
Memorial Services, Mount Vernon, Iowa 
by Pastor Josh Swaim. 

Survivors include his children, Dawn 
Stieger of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Terry 
Eaker of Holtwood, Pa., and Scott (Kar-
en) Eaker of Rochester; grandchildren, 

Dayna Stieger, and Stephanie (Jeremiah) Phams, Shauna 
Dietrick, Terry Jr. “TJ” (Heather) Eaker,  and Koby 
Eaker, and Jarryd (Samantha) Eaker, and Derek Eaker; 
great-grandchildren, Swayzie Duecker, Caeden Dietrick, 
Wrigley Dietrick, Uryah Dietrick, Savannah Dietrick, 
Macey Eaker, Madelynn Eaker, and Carter Eaker; sister-
in-law, Lana (Wes) Johnson; brother-in-law, Earl Goetz; 
nieces and nephews, Keri (David) Yerhart, Tara (Eric) 
Johnson Krumm, Chad Johnson, Greg (Carmen) Goetz, 
Troy (Cathy) Goetz, Susan (Leo Jr.) Matzeder, Jeff (Suzi) 
Goetz, Larry Worke, Dick (Jan) Worke, and Dean Mesen-
bring; beloved dog, Tiffany; and numerous great-nieces 
great-nephews, extended family, and friends.

Verlin Lyle Eaker was born June 3, 1933, in Blooming 
Prairie, to Amos and Mabel (Dahl) Eaker. He grew up on 
the farm, and graduated from high school there. He later 
married Sharon Kime on March 13, 1955. They resided in 
Austin and Blooming Prairie until moving to Cedar Rap-
ids in 1966. They later moved to Mechanicsville in 1977. 

Verlin worked in insulation and siding, and belonged 
to the International Association of Heat and Frost In-
sulators and Allied Workers Local 81. Most recently he 
worked as a supervisor in the Cedar Rapids Recycling 
department until his retirement. 

Verlin enjoyed euchre and Canadian fishing trips with 
Sharon, family, and friends Ernie and Joyce Ludvicek.

Verlin’s passion was racing; he raced stock cars from 
1955 to 1980 at many Midwest tracks. Running mostly 
half mile tracks, he raced regularly at Cedar Rapids, 
Des Moines, Davenport, Independence, Oskaloosa, and 
West Liberty. Of his many racing accomplishments, the 
biggest wins of his racing career included the World 100, 
Miller 100, Yankee Dirk Track Classic, and three consec-
utive Challenge Cup wins. He was awarded several Hall 
of Fame inductions, including the Independence Motor 
Speedway, Chateau Speedway in Lansing, Minnesota, 
National Dirt Track in Florence, Kentucky, and Hawkeye 
Downs in Cedar Rapids.

Verlin was preceded in death by his parents; beloved 
wife of 63 years, Sharon; sister, Ruby Worke; sister-in-
law, Carol Goetz; brother-in-law, Jack Worke; and niece, 
Vickie Mesenbring.

Please share your support and memories with Verlin’s 
family on his tribute wall at www.stewartbaxter.com 
under obituaries.

Burton A. Kittelson,  
97, Austin

Burton A. Kittelson, age 97 of Austin, passed away 
peacefully Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at home with his 
wife by his side. 

Burton was born July 1, 1922 in 
Austin, to Edward F. and Berthena O. 
(Stemson) Kittelson. He graduated from 
Austin High School in 1940. On Sept. 7, 
1947, he married Dorthey E. Helleck at 
Red Oak Grove Church in Austin. 

Burton was a farmer growing corn 
and beans, along with raising cattle 
and hogs. He enjoyed traveling and fishing. Burton was 
a resident of rural Austin and a member of Red Oak 
Grove Church.

 Survivors include his loving wife, Dorothy Kittelson 
of rural Austin; five daughters, Emilie (Don) Olbert 
of Grand Junction, Colo., Jean Patchen of Shawnee, 
Kansas, Faye Herron of Rapid City, S.D., Joanne (Steve) 
Hoban of Spanish Fork, Utah, Bonnie (Alan) Zerby of 
Rochester; 15 grandchildren; 31 great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Edward F. 
and Berthena Kittelson; and brother Edward Kittelson.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
July 26, 2019 at Red Oak Grove Church in rural Austin 
with Pastor Mike Walerius officiating. Visitation will 
be held 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2019 at the 
Worlein Funeral Home in Austin and at the church one 
hour prior to the service on Friday. Interment to follow 
service at Red Oak Grove Cemetery. 

The family prefers memorials to donor’s choice. Wor-
lein Funeral Home of Austin is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Condolences may be expressed to the family online 
at www.worlein.com.

OBITUARIES

A summer 
whirlwind at 
the library 

Whew! It’s been quite a 
summer whirlwind at the 
Blooming Prairie Branch 
Library! We have had a lot 
of fun children’s programs 
featuring art, science, mu-
sic, animals, and theater.  

While our schedule in 
August is a bit lighter, our 
Summer Reading Program 
continues throughout 
the month. We will have 
movies on Mondays at 1 
p.m. and storytimes at 10:30 
a.m. on Tuesdays. Pony Tales and Teen Time will be 
meeting all month long. The official end of the program 
will be a magic show at 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 27 by 
none other than our beloved police chief, Greg Skilles-
tad. There will be some special surprises that day!

On Thursday, Aug. 1 at 2 p.m. we will be having our 
annual Take It Apart Workshop. This is for children 
ages 6 & up. I’ve always found it easier to take things 
apart than to put them back together. We have some 
items to dismantle, but could use a few more. If you 
have small appliances that no longer work, consider 
donating them to the library for that day. No micro-
waves, television sets, computer monitors, or dehumid-
ifiers, please.

We have a great opportunity in August to share with 
students entering grades 2 through 5. Bakken Muse-
um from Minneapolis will be presenting Science in 
the Summer. This intensive program will focus on the 
human body, including the brain, DNA, and circulato-
ry systems. Participants must agree to be present both 
days, Wednesday, Aug. 7 and Thursday, Aug. 8 from 2 
to 4 p.m. Sign up is limited so please call the library at 
507-583-7750 as soon as possible to get your child’s name 
on the list.

BOOK NOOK

NANCY 
VAILLANCOURT

Word Search Corner

Make new friends.

VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN

507-451-0722 • valleyviewofowatonna.com
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TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA
SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS
CAPRICORN
AQUARIUS

PISCES
ASTROLOGY

STAR SIGN

HOROSCOPE

ZODIAC

SYMBOLS

COMPATIBILITY

DAILY

Zodiac Signs
Y S R A W Y G P P R S V W E R
G C N A R Z J X E Y W L P V E
O O K R I I P E M A I O C W C
L R D K O H E B L B C O P U N
O P X H G C O S R S M N C Z A
R I L E L L I A O P H V B C C
T O Q F S U I R A T T I G A S
S Y L I A D O T P S U R U A T
A T I A J H I E W A O G A M K
V D A N J B D L L B C O M M S
T L M R I A Q U A R I U S E X
H N N L S M Z O D I A C C J K
B Q I B M I E Q S Q P S V R P
K T P Z X B G G H H I X P N L
Y J P J Q C Y N Z P V I X L Q

1. Place the eggs in a medium pot and cover with cold water. Bring 
to a boil, cover the pot and remove from the heat. Keep covered for 11 
minutes, then remove the eggs from the water and place in a bowl of  ice 
water to stop the cooking process.
2. Preheat a sauté pan. Cut the chorizo into very small dice and sauté 

until crispy. Set aside to cool.
3. In a small bowl, combine mayonnaise, mustard, hot sauce, cumin, 

salt, pepper, jalapeño, and juice.
4. When the eggs have cooled, peel under cold running water. Slice the 

eggs lengthwise and remove the yolks. 
5. Combine the avocado and egg yolks in a small bowl, and mash 

together with a fork.
6. Add the avocado mixture to the mayonnaise mixture and 

blend thoroughly. Spoon the mixture into each half  egg 
white. Dust with the paprika, sprinkle with 
the cilantro and chorizo, and serve.

Recipe

Corner

Sponsored by

Serves 4 to 6

8 extra-large eggs
1⁄4 cup mayonnaise
1 teaspoon Creole 
mustard
1⁄4 teaspoon Cholula Hot 
Sauce
1⁄4 teaspoon ground 
cumin
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt

1⁄4 teaspoon cracked 
black pepper
2 teaspoons finely 
chopped pickled jalapeño 
slices
1 teaspoon pickled 
jalapeño juice
1⁄2 avocado, peeled and 
pitted
Pinch of  smoked paprika

Sunday Picnic 
Deviled Eggs

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

BIRTHDAYS
JULY 24: 

BETTI JOHNSON, PAT DECKER 
AND SEVIN CREMEANS

JULY 25: 
AMELIE GRACE JOHNSON, VERN 

DENNIS AND JAYDEN VAN

JULY 26: 
FRANK HENEFIELD AND MARY 

ANN WORKE

JULY 27: 
BRADEN FARR AND EMILY 

ROGERS

JULY 28: 
RACHEL KRAMER EICHOFF AND 

LOIS TAPHORN

JULY 29: 
SUE BOWMAN, EMILY JO 

KASPERSEK AND CHESSA 
BROWN

JULY 30: 
CINDY ESPLAN, GAVIN NAPPIN, 

LILA CARLSON AND DAVIN 
JOHNSON

JULY 31: 
COLE CHRISTIANSEN, JOAN 

MAST, KENDAHL ZIMMERMAN, 
ZANE MILLER, MICK DITLEVSON, 
ETHAN EHLERS AND VINCENT 

HERNANDEZ

ANNIVERSARIES
JULY 23: 

SHIRLEY & HARLAN HINZMANN 
AND HEATHER & TONY SCHILLER

JULY 24:
CHUCK & MARILYN WAGNER AND 

JOHN & ANITA ANGELL

JULY 25:
 ROGER & RHONDA TOQUAM AND 

BRENNAN & STACIE TOQUAM

JULY 27: 
SCOTT & SANDY BASNESS

JULY 28: 
ALLAN & HARRIET SEVERSON 
AND ETHAN & LEAH JENZEN

JULY 29: 
GREG & ALLYSON SKILLESTAD

JULY 31: 
DUSTIN & MANDY DOOCY

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

Lotus Ann Hanson, 81, Dexter
Lotus Ann Hanson, age 81 of Dexter, passed away 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 at Mayo Clinic Hospital Roches-
ter, St. Mary’s Campus. 

Lotus was born March 7, 1938 in 
Waltham Township, the daughter of 
Edwin and Marie (Anderson) Paape. 
In 1954, while still in high school, 
she met Thomas Hanson at the local 
roller rink. The couple married on 
June 25, 1955 at St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church in Waltham. They lived in the 
Hayfield/Waltham area all of their lives, until recently 
moving to Dexter. 

She was a woman of strong faith and a lifelong 
member of St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Waltham. 
Lotus was a very hard worker both in her career that 
spanned over 30 years at Crenlo in Rochester and at 
home raising her four children. She filled her free time 
tending her beautiful flower gardens, a large vegetable 
garden every year, and feeding and watching the birds. 

After her retirement, she was able to expand her 
gardens and enjoy them even more. She cherished time 
with her family, especially with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She enjoyed watching the Min-
nesota Vikings, collecting Precious Moments, coins, 
spoons and thimbles. Her family always tried to help 
expand her spoon and thimble collection when they 
traveled. She will be dearly missed by all who loved her.

Survivors include her husband of 64 years, Tom 
Hanson of Dexter; children, Todd (Mary) Hanson of 
Fredericksburg, Va., Jody (Dan) Morrisette of Austin, 
Dawn Lorentz of Kasson, and Lori (Chuck Kerrins) 
Hanson of Grand Meadow. She was also blessed with 10 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren with two 
on the way. 

Those who journeyed ahead that she will join in 
heaven, her parents Edwin and Marie Paape; brother, 
Dean Paape; and grandson, Kelly Hanson.

Funeral services were held on Monday, July 22, 2019 
at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Waltham with 
Rev. Paul Hauschild officiating. Interment will be in St. 
Michael’s Cemetery in Waltham at a later date. 

Worlein Funeral Home in Austin is assisting the 
family with arrangements. Condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family online at www.worlein.com.

RACE FOR A CURE:  
at Relay  FROM A1
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Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

And who is my neighbor? 
“There was a scholar of the law 

who stood up to test Jesus and said, 
‘Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, 
‘What is written in the law? How do 
you read it?’  He said in reply, You 
shall love the Lord, your God, with 
all your heart, with all your being, 
with all your strength, and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself. Jesus replied to him, ‘You 
have answered correctly; do this 
and you shall live.’ But because he 
wished to justify himself, he said to 
Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’”

And who is my neighbor? That 
is a question that continues to 
challenge us as our  community 
and nation become increasingly 
diverse. We know this just by glanc-
ing around us - our neighborhoods 

don’t look like they used to. The 
people next door no longer neces-
sarily look like us. They don’t come 
from the same ethnic background. 
They may not speak our language 
or share our customs. It is a trend 
destined to continue. 

While on sabbatical earlier this 
year I had the opportunity to hear 
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, an Orthodox 
Jewish professor of New Testa-
ment, in a presentation about how 
a first century Jew, such as the dis-
ciples of Jesus, would have heard 
the parables. She points out that 
over the centuries we have layered 
on various interpretations, which 
color the way we hear the parable.  

She points out that the history 
of animosity between the Pales-
tinian Jews and the Samaritans 

(who were also Jews) was deep and 
long lasting. No one would have 
expected a Samaritan, who was an 
enemy, to act in this compassionate 
way. Dr. Levine reflects that this is 
the point of the parable. Although 
the priest and Levite who had an 
obligation to stop and help passed 
by the Samaritan stops. She quotes 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who 
said that the difference in re-
sponse came from asking different 
questions. The priest and Levite 
wondered, “What will happen to 
me if I stop and help this person?” 
A legitimate question on the dan-
gerous road between Jerusalem 
and Jericho. The Samaritan, on 
the other hand, asked, “What will 
happen to this person if I do not 
stop to help?” This is what made 

the Samaritan a neighbor to the 
beaten man.

We are challenged to put aside 
our prejudices and see neighbors 
all around us. An old rabbi once 
asked his pupils how they could tell 
when the night had ended and the 
day had begun. “Could it be,” asked 
one of the students, “when you can 
see an animal in the distance and 
tell whether it’s a sheep or a dog?”  
“No,” answered the rabbi. Another 
asked, “Is it when you can look at a 
tree in the distance and tell whether 
it’s a fig tree or a peach tree?”  “No,” 
answered the rabbi. “Then when 
is it?” the pupils demanded. “It is 
when you can look on the face of 
any man or woman and see that it 
is your sister or brother. Because if 
you cannot see this, it is still night.”

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 
106 Third St. SE., Geneva 

Pastor Kristen Venne 
507-256-4288

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/ 

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 p.m. 
Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 

10:15  a.m. Sun. 

Good Shepherd  
Lutheran – LCMS

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Pastor Greg Schlicker

Pastor Mark Neumann
507-451-4125

goodshepherdowatonna.com
Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

 REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, 
Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Brennan 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 

10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S  
LUTHERAN – LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and Jacie 

Richmond
507-451-7293

stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m. Thursday & 
Saturday; 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday
Summer Services: 8 a.m. & 9:30 

a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S  
LUTHERAN – LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith

507-451-2165
Worship: 9:30 a.m..

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Pastors: Todd Buegler & Amanda 

Weinkauf
Deacon: Kris Oppegard

Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:15 
a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday
Sunday School: 8:15 a.m.  

& 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

104 First St. SE., Hayfield 
Pastor Paul Hauschild 

507-477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Worship: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School and 

Adult Bible Study

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:00 a.m.

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich 

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave. Owatonna

Father John Sauer, Pastor
507-451-1588

www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.c with 

Children’s Church
Reconciliation:  

8:45 a.m. - 1st & 3rd Sundays
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.: 

Faith Formation for 
K thru Confirmation

Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father Thomas Niehaus 

507-477-2256
Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 

& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 
Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
Father Thomas Niehaus 

507-583-2784
www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Mass: 10 a.m. Sun.  
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways): 
9 a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW

Owatonna
Pastors Joe & Vicki Braucht

www.destinycc.org
Worship: 6 p.m. Sat.

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER- 

DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 
May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 

2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers

507-340-7143
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
211 Main St. S., Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale

Pastor Patrick Stitt
507-684-3421

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST  
(Owatonna’s oldest 

church)
123 E. Main St., Owatonna
Pastor Cindy 507-451-2803

www.firstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Father John
Sauer 

SACRED HEART  
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

OWATONNA



A10 | WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 2019 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

A10
NEWS

A melodrama in BP
Locals steal the show in “A Penny Saved”

STEELE COUNTY FREE FAIR  
Owatonna, MN       www.scff.org 
August 13-18, 2019 

2019 Grandstand Entertainment  
Tues., August 13          IMP Auto Cross                 7:30 pm 

Wed., August 14       Enduro                   6:00 pm       

Thurs., August 15        Chris Hawkey Concert              8:00 pm 

Fri., August 16        Chris Kroeze Concert                8:00 pm 
      From NBC “THE VOICE“ 

Sat., August 17       Bull Riding/Barrel Racing      7:30 pm 
    and  Mutton Bustin                                   

Sun., August 18       Demolition Derby                  3:30 pm 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Deputy Dewey Dauntley, aka Ryan Heimerman, arrests 
Fourberie Blackguard (Dastardly Scoundrel), aka Paul 
Heimgartner, during one of the latter scenes from “A Penny 
Saved,” performed at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club 
on Saturday night. Sidney 
Lark, aka Tamzen Johnson, is 
at right.

The dastardly scoundrel, played by Paul Heimgartner, takes 
the eldest Rootstock daughter Violet, aka Karla Iacovino, in 
tow during a scene from “A Penny Saved.” (Staff photo by 
Howard Lestrud)

(STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD)
The Rootstock sisters plan their strategy of dealing with 
Fourberie Blackguard. From left, are Shirley Rootstock 
(Miranda Camery), Violet Rootstock (Karla Iacovino) and 
Penelope Rootstock (Jackie Vorlicek).

NRHEG KIDS:  
become engineers for a day  FROM A3

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Ella Dobberstein, left, and Vivienne Schlaak show off their 
projects during a Works Museum session at NRHEG Elementa-
ry School on Monday, July 15.

the younger kids. “It 
vibrates and rotates,” Josh 
Houle said in describing 
the outcome of his motor 
project.

Twins Bailey and 
Brenna Dalbec proved they 
could work together in 
making their motor run.

The students and their 
teacher even named 
their jiggle bots. Kend-
rick named his “Speedy.” 
Fourth grade teacher Sa-
mantha Klukow named her 
robot, “Wackadoodle.”

“It’s very rewarding to 
see these young kids learn 
more about becoming 
an engineer,” remarked 
Leonard.

Leonard earned a 
degree in biology from St. 
John’s University in St. 
Cloud. He plans to attend 
graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, majoring 

in cell and developmental 
biology.

On this particular morn-
ing of summer school, the 
NRHEG kids did what Leon-

ard’s van was stenciled: 
“The Works, where kids 
explore how things work.”

Go to wwwtheworks.org 
for additional information.
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Steele Talkin’ 
STEPHANIE KIBLER

SEE HINDERAKER, B2

Hinderaker hits on economics 
at Road to Prosperity forum

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

On Monday, July 15, 
Steele County residents 
were treated to a forum led 
by John Hinderaker on the 
current state of Minneso-
ta’s economy and solutions 
moving forward. Hinder-
aker is the president of the 
Center of the American 
Experiment in Minneap-
olis. He has appeared on 
NBC, CBS, Fox News, CNN, 
and CNBC.

During Monday night’s 
discussion, Hinderaker 
provided data on Minne-
sota’s current economic 
climate, and what steps 
should be taken to help 
make the state more 
competition economically. 
“Whether we like it or not, 
we are in competition with 
other states,” Hinderaker 
told the audience.

“The sooner you identify 
a problem and diagnose a 
problem and try to do some-
thing about it, the better 
off you’re going to be,” he 
said. “If we don’t recognize 
there’s a problem, we’re 
never going to solve it, so 
one of my missions in life is 
to go around to groups like 
this one and many others 
to communicate to people 
the fact that we shouldn’t 
be complacent.”

Hinderaker described 
the theme of the talk as 
highlighting economic ar-
eas where Minnesota needs 
to do better and can do 
better, this includes areas 

like tax rates, regulations, 
and economic metrics such 
as per capita GDP.

He used different charts 
compiled by economists 
from the Center of the 
American Experiment in 
order to emphasize Minne-
sota’s standing compared 
to other states. “Minnesota 
is one of the lowest states in 
terms of economic growth 
in the 21st century,” he 
explained at the outset. 
“We are below average 
when it comes to economic 
growth.”

“We have a little above 
average per capita GDP,” 
Hinderaker said while add-
ing that Minnesota is also 
above average in per capita 
income. “In these per cap-
ita measures Minnesota 
looks relatively good, but 
there’s some problems. One 
of them is that per capita 
income includes wages, 
salaries earned from 
labor, return from capital, 
and government transfer 
payments. So, if you’re on 
welfare and you’re receiv-
ing welfare payments, 
that’s considered per capita 
income.”

Hinderaker explained 
that per capita statistics are 
not an accurate measure of 
economic wellbeing due to 
the above factors. “In part 
it’s a measure of how much 
the government is paying 
out,” he said. “In the 21st 
century by far the fastest 
growing element of per 
capita income in Minneso-
ta, and the U.S., is not labor 

income, it’s not return on 
capital, it’s government 
transfer payments.”

“We live in a state where 
a lot of people work but 
unfortunately they produce 
a below average amount of 
economic output per year 
or per hour worked,” Hin-
deraker said. “They earn 
a below average amount of 
money per year or per hour 
worked. What that means 
is that Minnesota has a 
relatively low productivity 
economy.”

He also explained that 
Minnesota has a trove of 
undeveloped resources 
which could be used to 
help boost our economy. 
“Minnesota has proba-
bly the largest undevel-
oped mineral resources 

anywhere in the world,” 
Hinderaker said. “Every 
place else in the world that 
has mineral resources even 
close to ours, they develop 
them. In Wisconsin they 
develop them, in Michigan 
they develop them, and in 
Canada they’re developing 
them like crazy.”

Another area that Hin-
deraker feels would help 
our economy is improving 
venture capital. “We’re be-
low average in starting up 
new businesses and main-
taining young businesses,” 
he said. “If you don’t have 
your share of growing 
young businesses, you’re 
not going to be creating 
new jobs as you should be.”

Ellendale 
history group 
reaches goal 

BY RICK BUSSLER 
PUBLISHER

The Ellendale Area 
Heritage Society has 
achieved its goal of raising 
funds for a marker and 
sign showcasing the Ellen-
dale Gold Mine.

Barbara Mrotz, pres-
ident of EAHS, reports 

that the group’s recent 
campaign was a success to 
raise enough funds for both 
the marker and road sign 
of the Patterson brothers, 
who lived in Ellendale for 
more than 50 years after 
arriving in 1893. “We got 
all that paid for plus a little 

Serving  
the community

Holding a City Council 
position can be trying at 
times, however more often 
than not, it is a rewarding 
experience. Ellendale has 
had a lot happening this 
past few months. These 
changes have brought 
new opportunities and 
renewed excitement in 
serving on the council.

Recently, the Council 
went through the hiring 
process for a city clerk/
treasurer. We interviewed 
a wide-range of qualified 
candidates, shared view-
points on where we see 
the city heading and how 
the clerk can impact that. 
We were extremely happy 
that Tiffany Krueger 
accepted the position 
and is now in the Clerk’s 
office full-time. Tiffany 
brings energy and new 
viewpoint that will move 
the City forward. She 
and Kim Zimprich make 
a great team, and we are 
all looking forward to 
working with them.

The Council has been 
working with CEDA on 

Fair saloon 
draws heat 
from public
Citizens petition the 

addition of hard liquor 
served at the fair

BY CHRIS BALDWIN 
STAFF WRITER

After the fair board approved the sale 
of hard liquor at the 2019 fair in an 8-5 vote 
during May’s board meeting, members from 
the community offered their own opinion 
with a petition against the move.

“Somebody came to me and talked about 
not having alcohol served at the fair and 
wondered if we could do something and get 
signatures from people who were against 
it,” Lloyd Kaplan, who helped spearhead the 
petition, explained.

The petition is a reaction to what the fair 
is calling the saloon, a new location which 
will offer liquor to fairgoers separate from the 
Beer Garden. “There’s enough alcohol there 
with the Beer Garden and the people who 
bring their own,” Kaplan opined.

“We are well aware that people bring hard 
alcohol or mixed drinks in a mug,” Fair Board 
President Dan Deml said. “This tent and its 
double fence will be manned at all times by a 
uniformed official, so I think the security will 
be very good.” It will also likely cut back on 
those drinking hard alcohol incognito.

Another issue of contention for those who 
signed the petition was the location of the 
tent. “The first location was right by the 4-H 
food stand and the new location is in the new 
racetrack area,” Kaplan said. “I still think 
it’s too close to where the 4-H kids are and the 
petting booth.”

“We don’t have to show those young kids 
that the fair is about drinking alcohol,” Ka-
plan added. “They don’t need to do that at the 
fair when there are off-site locations to drink 
such as the Bowling Alley, or a bar.”

The tent will be positioned on the newly 
cleared space north of the racetrack and will 
be a spot for those looking for a less noisy 
atmosphere than the Beer Garden to grab a 
drink. 

Deml said that the location is not neces-
sarily an issue that folks need to be worried 
about. “The Beer Garden sits right next to the 
food court and the Midway, and the location 
for the tent will be removed by quite a dis-
tance from young adults and entertainment,” 
he said. “The idea that this is in the middle of 
some place where it shouldn’t be is something 
I completely disagree with.”

The petition was signed by a wide variety 
of people throughout the county, including 
business people, farmers, educators, minis-
ters, and State Representative John Peters-
burg. “The people are talking and the board 
has to listen,” Kaplan said.

The fairy gardeners
Group helps BP couple in need of sprucing up their yard

SEE FAIR SALOON, B3

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Some of the “fairy gardeners” that helped clean up Frank Vorlicek’s yard in Blooming Prairie on a 
recent morning include, from left: Donna Maixner, Beth Krebs, Pam Folkens, Mary Malherek, Nan-
cy Peterson and Karen Valentine. Also helping out, but not pictured are Judy Bishop, Ali Mach, 
Patti Misgen, Karla Ressler and Vern Krebs.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
With gardening tools close by, Pam Folkens carries out a bunch of weeds from Frank Vorlicek’s back yard in Blooming Prairie. Folkens 
organized a group of gardening lovers to help out Vorlicek, who has been battling medical setbacks for several months. 

SEE SERVING, B2

SEE THE FAIRY , B6

BY RICK BUSSLER 
PUBLISHER

With the recent medical 
scares he and his wife have 
faced, Frank Vorlicek has been 
noticeably absent this summer 
from something he truly loves—
flower gardening and keeping up 
his yard.

But, thanks to a group of car-
ing friends, Vorlicek’s Blooming 
Prairie yard won’t miss a beat 
moving forward as it has been 
returned to pristine condition. 
On a recent sunny morning, a 
group of 11 people made its way 
into his yard and cleaned it up 
by pulling weeds and trimming 
branches.

“We’re the fairy gardeners,” 
Pam Folkens, organizer of the 
group, said as she pulled out a 
hand full of weeds. “It will be 
better than what it was.”

SEE ELLENDALE, B2

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Economist John Hinderaker gives a presentation on the 
current state of Minnesota’s economy during a forum held at 
the VFW in Owatonna July 15.
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REMINDER NOTICE
ESTATE AUCTION

Sat. Aug. 3, 2019 - 9:00 am

Located:  from Hayfield MN on Hwy 56 - 
take Hwy 30 west 3 ¾ miles or from the 
north edge of Blooming Prairie, MN on 
Hwy 218 take Hwy 30 east 6 ¾ miles - 

(15174 State Hwy 30) (follow auction signs)

Real nice selection of SHOP TOOLS- FARM EQUIP- 
HOUSEHOLD-COLLECTABLES-VEHICLES

For complete listing & pictures check last week paper or 
our web site: hamiltonauctioncompany.com

For any information contact Hamilton Auction Co. 
at 507 584 0133 office

Owner: Mrs. Arlene Smith & Richard Smith Estate

Sale conducted by: Hamilton Auction Co 130 State Hwy 
16, Dexter, MN 55926-Phn: 507 584 0133 

office - Andrew Hamilton #50-128; Bill Hilton #50-24

ESTATE AUCTION
SHOP TOOLS • FARM EQUIPMENT • HOUSEHOLD • VEHICLES

Located:  from Hayfield, MN on Hwy 56 take Hwy 30 
west 3 ¾ miles or from north edge of Blooming Prairie, 
MN on Hwy 218 take Hwy 30 east  6 ¾ miles—15174 
State Hwy 30  (follow auction signs)

Sat. Aug. 3, 2019 • 9:00 am

Sale order: Household rack items, shop rack 
items, items on the ground, farm machinery, motor 
home, pickup & trailer

For complete listing & pictures  check web site:  

Hamiltonauctioncomany.com

Sale conducted by Hamilton Auction Co. of 130 State Hwy 16, Dexter, MN 55926—Phn. 
507 584 0133 office; Andrew Hamilton #50-128; Bill Hilton #50-24-Clerk: Hamilton Auction Co. 
Dexter, MN 55926

Items can be seen the Friday before the auction from 12:00 noon to 4 pm and the day of the 
sale.  For information call:  Hamilton Auction Co. at 507 584 0133 office.

FARM EQUIP:  IH 706 gas tractor, year round cab, wf, wts; IH 666 gas tractor w/loader;  
Farmall F-20 on rubber; Farmall F-14 on rubber, w/buzz saw; JD #494 2 row planter, marker, 
check wire; 3 pt. sprayer, 27’ boom; 15’ pull digger; 10’ tandem disc; 12’ side rake; 7’ New  Idea 
twin auger snow blower, 540 pto; 1600 gal. poly water tank on trailer; (2) 16’ hayracks w/backs; 
large wood splitter w/Wisc. Motor; 5th WHEEL CAMPER-PICKUP-ATV: 2005 Chevy 2500 
Silverado Dura-max diesel, 4 door, poly top,67,000 miles; 2003 Design by Jayco 5th wheel 
camper, Model 33RLS, 2 slide-outs,; Polaris Sportsman 400 4x4 ATV, 714 miles; 1989 Dodge 
pickup, 1 ton, 5.9 liter, 2wd, Ag bumper, shows 78,000 miles; SHOP ITEMS: Approx. 2 hay 
racks of real nice shop items including (partial listing) Many Craftsman tool cabinets, 6 drawer 
top & 10 drawer top & 4 & 5 drawer bottoms;  Waterloo Traxx 11 drawer tool box; 6’ wood top 
work bench w/vise; Marquette 200 AC welder; 25 gal. 2 hp. air compressor;  elec. air 
compressor; portable gas air compressor; NAPA jack stands;  wood, alum & fiber glass 
ladders,; assortment of pulleys; DeWalt 3/8 & impact battery drill kit; Assort. of S & K hand tools; 
Milwaukee grinders & drills;  scaffolding w/adj. wheels & alum. planks; shelving; buzz saw 
blades; etc.; LAWN & GARDEN:  JD LX 280 lawn mower, 820 hours, 54” deck;   large selection 
of Husqvarna items including ST 227P walk behind snow blower, like new; Husqvarna LR 48” 
lawn roller; 576 XP chain saw; 323L & 525L weed  eaters; 450X Torq. Chain saw; 375K cut-off 
saw;  Agri Fab lawn sweeper and Agri  Fab pull lawn spreader; pull type Finco lawn sprayer, 10’ 
boom, 12 volt pump; other lawn & garden items; MISC. ITEMS & COLLECTABLES: Double 
Burner Round Oak pot belly stove, 180X3—May 7, 2012 w/original instructions; Antique 
storage box for wood; Large assortment of Harley Davidson memorabilia inc. pictures, clocks, 
leather coat, misc. Harley clothes size 1X & 2X, remote control motorcycle (toy), Harley 
Davidson lamp, etc; IH pedal tractor w/trailer; C/IH Steiger 600 QT, Prestige Collection (in box); 
other misc. farm toys in boxes;  paddle butter churn; Gilbert American flyer train set, trains & 
accessories, track, 3/16 scale; old fashioned ice auger; Wisc. Twin cylinder gas engine; 
collector kerosene lamp w/black etched glass base; lots of oak fire wood;  2x6 tongue & groove 
wood;  HOUSEHOLD GOODS:  Round oak dining room table, 6 chairs, l leaf;  Antique china 
hutch; enamel top kitchen table (red & white); white enamel top cabinet; set 12 Roger’s Bros 
silverware; dressers; misc. pots & pans; Coleman cookers, picnic table; etc;

OWNER:  Mrs. Arlene Smith & Richard Smith Estate

Giving hearts earn Bishop medals at Litomysl
Several area families 

have been recognized for 
their giving heart and 
dedication to the parish 
family at Holy Trinity 
Church at Litomysl of 
rural Owatonna.

On June 16, the Solem-
nity of the Most Holy Trin-
ity, Bishop John M. Quinn 
awarded Bishop’s medals 
to seven long-time parish-
ioners at Litomysl. Bish-
op’s medals are awarded 
to volunteers in the parish 
who have many years, 
often decades of service to 
their community. Mem-
bers of Litomysl’s church 
councils nominated the 
recipients for their gift of 
heart and dedication to 
the parish family. 

Bob and Carol Proko-
pec were honored for their 
many years of helping 
in various ways such 
as annual parish festi-
val, maintaining of the 
church, school, and cem-
etery grounds, teaching 
religion class, St. Isidore 
School nurse, members of 
both the Men’s Club and 
the CCW, parish trust-
ee and finance council 
member, baking buchty, 
sewing for missions and 
priests’ vestments, serving 
in liturgical roles and 
choir, visiting the sick, 
prayer chain leader and 
delivering communion to 
homebound.  

David and Janet Miller 
were honored for their 
many years of helping 

in various ways such as 
volunteer creating church 
bulletin for over 40 years, 
care and maintenance 
of school, and church 
buildings and grounds, 
sewing for missions and 
prayer shawls, church 
sacristan and decorator, 
scheduling and serving in 
liturgical roles and choir, 
festival planning and 
worker, members of both 
the Men’s Club and CCW, 
and in charge of opening 
and securing the church 
buildings. 

Bruce and Rose Ann 
Kubicek were honored 
for their many years of 
helping in various ways 
such as St. Isidore School 
secretary, long-time 
finance, pastoral and 
cemetery council mem-
ber and parish trustee, 
serving in liturgical roles, 

Litomysl Festival organiz-
er and workers, maintain-
ing of the church, school 
and cemetery grounds, 
church building projects 
chair people, members 
of both the Men’s Club 
and CCW, and maintain 
sacramental records, 
parish records and mass 
intentions.  

Marie Kubicek was hon-
ored for her many years of 
helping various ways such 
as festival organizer and 
helper, substitute teacher 
at St. Isidore; mixing fruit, 
and kneeding the dough for 
the buchty, member of CCW, 
mission sewing, serving 
in liturgical roles, prayer 
chain leader, and willing to 
help whenever asked.

After the medals were 
given out during mass, the 
parish family celebrated 
brunch with the honorees. 

Strong winds cause 
tree damage in BP

Chamber alerts 
businesses about bogus 

sports marketing
The Owatonna Cham-

ber of Commerce is 
alerting area businesses 
about a scam targeting 
area businesses.

Sports Media Market-
ing located in Texas is 
making calls to Owatonna 
businesses selling spon-
sorships for local high 
school athletics. 

“This is not connected 
to Owatonna High School 
sports and will not be 
used at Owatonna athletic 

events,” said Brad Meier, 
president of Owatonna 
Chamber. 

Meier urges local busi-
nesses to be very cautious 
and contact the chamber 
or the Activities Office at 
OHS at 507-444-8988 with 
questions on legitimacy 
of an ad/poster/promo-
tion sales. 

This is the same com-
pany that did the same 
thing last year, according 
to Meier.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Seven long-time parishioners of Holy Trinity Church at Lito-
mysl of rural Owatonna have been awarded Bishop’s med-
als. They include, from left: Father John Sauer, Bob and 
Carol Prookpec, David and Janet Miller, Rose Ann Kubicek, 
Marie Kubicek and Bishop John M. Quinn. Not pictured was 
Bruce Kubicek. The honorees and parish family celebrated 
with a brunch following mass.

more,” Mrotz said. “We’re 
really happy.”

The grave marker had 
been installed in Forest 
Hills Cemetery in Owa-
tonna earlier this spring 
while the sign was erected 
in mid June, Mrotz said. 
Both were in place when 
EAHS had its history tour 
during Ellendale Days last 
month.

EAHS included the Pat-
terson brothers during this 
year’s history tour. “We’re 
glad we drew attention to 
the Patterson brothers,” 
Mrotz said. 

The Pattersons estab-
lished a gold mine east of 
Ellendale. However, their 
dreams of yielding gold 
didn’t pan out. They lived 
out their lives in quiet 
obscurity.

Asked what’s next for 
EAHS, Mrotz responded, 
“Catching our breath at 
this point.” She said the 
group has had only one 
meeting since Ellendale 
Days. But she’s confident 
the history tour will 
return.

“The Good Lord willing 
and the creeks rising, we’ll 
do it again,” Mrotz said.

ELLENDALE:  
history group 
reaches goal  
  FROM B1

“We’re seeing a number 
of factors coming together 
here to prevent us from 
experiencing the kind of 
growth that a state that 
has as much going for it as 
Minnesota really ought to 
experience,” he said. “My 
opinion is that we’re held 
back by our government, 
and by the public policy 
that this state’s government 
has enacted over a period 
of decades.”

Minnesota has the 
fourth highest top income 
tax rate in the country, a 
statistic that Hinderaker 
feels limits our economic 
growth. There are seven 
states that don’t have a 
personal income rate at 
all. “Our lowest personal 
income tax rate is even 
higher than the highest in-
come tax rate in 23 states,” 
he said. “The fact is in 
Minnesota we’re all taxed 
too much,” he added.

“One of the problems we 
have in Minnesota is our 
taxes are all high and it 
doesn’t matter which way 
you look at it,” Hinderaker 
said. “We have the third 
highest corporate tax 
rate in the United States. 
Obviously if you’re trying 
to attract capital to a state, 
one thing you wouldn’t 
do is to enact one of the 
highest corporate tax rates 
in the country.”

Minnesota is also losing 
people in high income 
brackets while attract-
ing people in low income 
brackets. “People are going 
to come to Minnesota if 
they see a better opportu-
nity than they see in other 
states,” Hinderaker said. 
“We are losing people on net 
in every income level above 
$25,000. That’s not really a 
sustainable business plan.”

In conclusion, Hinder-
aker said, that lower taxes, 
less government spend-
ing, less regulations, and 
working towards getting 
a better match between 
job needs and job training 
will all put Minnesota on a 
better standing in terms of 
economic competition with 
other states.

“We in Minnesota may 
not want to compete, we 
might prefer to sit it out, 
but the reality is other 
states are competing with 
us,” he said. “If we don’t 
compete, we lose. Sitting 
out is not an option, the 
competition is going on 
and the question is: will 
Minnesota be the kind of 
state that succeeds in that 
competition, or the kind 
of state that fails in that 
competition?”

HINDERAKER:  
hits on eco-
nomics at 
Road to Pros-
perity fo-
rum  FROM B1

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Strong winds late Saturday morning caused some sig-
nificant tree damage in Blooming Prairie. Here, a large 
weeping willow tree owned by Mike and Melissa Trihus 
was uprooted by the powerful winds. 

economic development as well as a stra-
tegic plan for the city with the hopes that 
we generate renewed interest and more 
investments into Ellendale.

As many of you are aware, the Council 
has reduced the asking price for the Mu-
nicipal Liquor Store and this has piqued 
interest in the business. We are looking 
forward to a new owner who will likely 
bring new ideas and events to the city.

One of the largest projects the Council 
is working on is the Codification Manual. 
We have worked diligently to review all 
ordinances, create new policies, review 
resolutions and fee structure and combine 
all into a Codification Manual. This will be 
a one stop shop for all policies regarding 
the city – from animal control to zoning. 
Once the final is approved there will be a 
public meeting held to address the changes 
and receive input from the residents.

One of the goals of the City Council 
is to improve the quality of life for all 
residents. There are a variety of ways 
that the Council does this, including the 
enforcement of ordinances such as lawn 
mowing, animal control and abandoned 
or unsafe properties, working with the 
EMTs, fire department and law enforce-
ment on health and safety issues, and 
listening to you, the residents of our 
beautiful little city.

We look forward to partnering with all 
community members on these projects 
and others. If you have feedback for the 
council, you are invited to reach out to 
any one of us, we are always happy to 
have a coanversation.  

Stephanie Kibler serves on the Ellen-
dale City Council. Steele Talkin’ is a reg-
ular column featuring authors of various 
organizations throughout Steele County.

SERVING: the community  FROM B1
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FAIR COUNTDOWN

COUNTDOWN TO STEELE FAIR20 DAYS

Bring this in for
your 
next 
meal!10% off

Limited one per meal. Not valid with alcohol or 
any other offers.

507 - 374 - 9555
411 W. HWY St. • Dodge Center

www.plazamorena.com

Racetrack makes way for more 
space for exhibits, activities 

BY KAREN M. 
JORGENSEN 
STAFF WRITER

It had been years since 
there was stock car racing 
on the track at the Steele 
County Fairgrounds so the 
Fair Board made a decision 
last year to eliminate the 
old track and begin the 
process of opening up the 
area to other uses.

The track is now gone 
and the fence and cement 
on the north side has been 
removed and the land 
leveled. The remaining 
fences and cement will be 
removed in the future. 

From the barns and 4-H 
building one will be able 
to look across and see the 
Village of Yesteryear, Fair 
Manager Scott Kozelka 
said. It will make it look 
like a whole fair, he said, 
and that is important 
because the Fair Board and 
the Village have been part-
nering to help each other.

The additional two-and-
a-half acres will also make 
it possible to add more 
vendors and activities and 

also to consolidate existing 
ones into one space.

For the 2019 fair, he said, 
the area will host several 
new attractions. The All-
Star Stunt Dog Show will 
provide entertainment for 
all ages. The act has been 
featured on America’s Got 
Talent, Ellen and Oprah. 
The U.S. Marines will be 
bringing in a large trailer 
display that will feature a 
shooting simulator.

Mobile Ninja Warriors 
will have a fitness course to 
test physical skills.

The new Steele Saloon 
will also be located in the 
area.

As for returning events, 
the pig races will also be 
moved to the area.

There will also be a 
number of commercial 
vendors in the area in-
cluding Southside Marine 
and a company that builds 
hurricane-proof housing 
out of old silos.

Over the years the Fair 
Board has tried to restart 
racing on the track outside 
of fair week but to no avail. 
There are other tracks in 

the area for drivers to race 
and as most of those are 
longer tracks they have 
to make adjustments to 
accommodate the half-mile 
track at the fairgrounds.

The removal of the 
track does not mean that 
there will be no races at 
the county fair or what 
have come to be traditional 
grandstand events.

The IMP Autocross is 
scheduled for Tuesday 
night and the Enduro Race 
on Wednesday night. Satur-
day night will see Bull 
Riding/Barrel Racing and 
Mutton Bustin’. Fair Week 
will end with the after-
noon Demolition Derby on 
Sunday. 

Shows on Thursday and 
Friday nights will take a 

different turn with Chris 
Hawkey performing on 
Thursday and Chris Kro-
eze on Friday.

Getting the area ready 
for this year’s fair has not 
been without its challenges 
as the weather has been 
less than cooperative, Ko-
zelka said. The work start-
ed in October but severe 
winter weather in the new 

year made work difficult. 
Then came a wet spring, 
followed by this summer’s 
issues with rain.

Still the Fair Board and 
staff are confident that all 
will be ready when the fair 
opens on Aug. 13.

“We’re just praying for 
the weather and getting 
ready for the guests,” he 
said.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN JORGENSEN
The scene looking towards the grandstand is a bit different now that the north fencing, cement and stock car race track have 
been removed. Work is continuing to get the area ready for the upcoming Steele County Free Fair, which opens on Aug. 13.

Ventriloquist’s boyhood love rekindles 
for audiences at the fair 
BY KAREN M. 
JORGENSEN 

COUNTY WRITER

Ventriloquist James 
Wedgwood will be en-
tertaining children and 
grown-ups alike with 
two performances daily 
on the Reseland Stage at 
KRFO Townsquare.

Wedgwood and ven-
triloquism have gone 
together since he was 
9 years old and one of 
his favorite aunts gave 
him a Danny O’Day 
ventriloquist doll for 
Christmas. He learned 
and practiced the basic 
skills of this ancient art 
throughout his child-
hood and did his first 
public performance in 
an eighth grade variety 
show.

After high school he 
went on to earn a B.A. 

in theatre from Indiana 
University. After being 
named “Best Actor in 
Indianapolis” by the In-
dianapolis Encore Asso-
ciation, he moved to the 
Twin Cities where he 
acted, did commercials 
and performed with 
Dudley Riggs’ “Sunday/
Monday Company.”  He 
also tried his hand at 
stand-up comedy.

When he met an 
agent who suggested he 
put a ventriloquist act 
together his boyhood 
love of ventriloquism 
was rekindled and he 
has now performed at 
corporate events, state 
and county fairs, col-
leges, libraries, schools 
and theaters across the 
country. He was also on 
“The Statler Brothers 
Show” and has opened 
for national acts in-

cluding Glen Campbell, 
Jeannie C. Riley and 
Janie Fricke.

Among the charac-
ters who have made 
their way into his shows 
are Willard Twittsnog-
gle, Uncle Ernie, Patrick 
McWiggins, Luanda 
LaDouce, Danny Boy 
and Fleetwood Bob. He 
also invites the audience 
to be a part of the show.

Willard Twittsnoggle 
is a good ol’ boy who 
loves “deer huntin’ and 
ice fishin’ and baggin’ 
ducks” but somehow 
never gets it quite right.  
He describes Uncle Ernie 
as “the uncle you grew 
up with that just got 
more colorful with age.” 
Patrick McWiggins, is a 
quick witted and wise-
cracking leprechaun 
and Luanda LaDouce is 
“sassy but classy.”

Wedgwood and all 
his friends will be on 
the Reseland Stage at 
3:15 and 5:45 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 16,  and 

Saturday, Aug. 17 and 
3:15 and 5:15 on Sunday, 
Aug. 18.

All shows on the Re-
seland stage are free.

Free entertainers 
abound at the fair

The Steele County Free Fair offers 
some of the best free entertainment you 
will see anywhere in Minnesota. 

We have several new musical groups 
playing at the Fair Square plus some 
we haven’t seen in a while. Many of the 
bands include musicians from Steele 
County such as the Owatonna Commu-
nity Band, which will be performing at 6 
p.m. Tuesday.  Also on Tuesday will the 
reunion of the Fabulous Love Handles. 

The Deb 
Anthony 
Band will be 
kicking off the 
musical en-
tertainment 
at 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 
the Dee Miller 
classical 
blues band 
at 5:30 p.m. 
and Walter’s 
Wheelhouse, 
with Janelle 
Marie Kendal 
from Bloom-

ing Prairie, to follow at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday evening the Bad Tangerines 

will perform at 5:30 p.m. and the White-
sidewalls will close out the day at 8 p.m. 

The Riverbend Dutchmen will kick 
off the musical entertainment at 12 p.m. 
Friday. The Hootenanny Annies will fol-
low Friday at 2:45 p.m., Just Friends at 6 
p.m. and the ever-popular Blue Ringers 
will round out the day a 7:30 p.m. 

The Dan Stursa band will kick of 
Saturday’s entertainment at 12 p.m., 
Branded at 2:30 p.m. and Wreckless at 
5:15 p.m. 

The Endless Summer band, out of Des 
Moines Iowa, will close out the day with 
some good old 50s/60s music at 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 12:15 p.m. will be the Tai 
Kwon Do demonstration, Led Foot Lar-
ry will be performing at 1:15 p.m. and 
Mr. Peabody at 4 p.m. The fair square 
ends the day at 7 p.m. with the intro-
duction of the Owatonna High School 
Cheerleaders and the Owatonna 2019 
Football Team. 

Entertainment schedules for all ven-
ues are available on the Steele County 
Free Fair website at scff.org, and at 
many stores and businesses through-
out Steele County. 

Wayne Steele is the entertainment 
and publicity director for the Steele 
County Free Fair in Owatonna. He 
also serves as vice president on the 
fair board.

“The Steele County Fair 
is such a great family event, 
and I don’t think we should do 
anything that could potentially 
impact that,” Rep. Petersburg 
said. “Drinking a beer to cool 
down is much different than 
drinking hard liquor. Hard li-
quor is easier to over indulge and 
to get intoxicated as well. For me 
the potential downsides and dan-
gers far outweigh any benefits.”

A cover letter, which was 
included with the petition, 
reads: “We feel the decision 
to introduce the sale of hard 
liquor to be very detrimental to 
the quality of the fair.” It also 
says that the addition of such 
sale would, “likely pose a sig-
nificantly negative impact on 
community minded goals that 
the fair board hopes to achieve 
each and every year.”

To counter the argument, 
Deml cited the fact that other 
county fairs have long served 
alcohol with no negative impact, 

including Waseca, Freeborn, 
Mower, Dodge, and Olmsted. 
“They all have hard liquor and 
it’s been very successful,” he said.

Kaplan explained that he 
is a longtime attendant of the 
fair and just wants his concern 
to be voiced. “I’ve been going 
to the fair since I was a little 
boy, I was a superintendent in 
the past,” he said. “The fair 
has always been a great time 
for families and kids to come 
together, and I think the board 
has done a good job with that.”

“We’re just letting the board 
know what the people of the 
county think,” Kaplan said. 
He also explained that he has 
submitted the petition to the 
county board. “As of Wednes-
day of this week, every one of 
the commissioners received it.”

While some may have 
thought that this is a new 
notion, Deml explained that 
the board has been looking to 
add an additional site to serve 

alcohol for some time, pending 
available space. “The proposal 
was made in January, and we 
discussed it at length at the 
state convention and talked 
with law enforcement and other 
fair boards,” he said.

“We have discussed it a num-
ber of times and so I think we 
really did our due diligence, and 
once it was passed, the wheels 
were put in motion and things 
moved forward,” he said. “It’s a 
trial and we’ll see what happens. 
If anyone is concerned or has 
questions, I strongly urge people 
to call Doug Meier or myself.”

Meier will be in charge of 
the tent, dubbed the saloon, 
and Deml and the board feel 
that he has the experience to 
be able to handle something 
like this. “Doug is experienced 
for this, and we’ve contacted 
professional bartenders,” Deml 
said. “You’ve got to give it a fair 
shake and a fair chance.”

Deml also mentioned that 

he has heard from those on the 
opposite side of the fence, who 
were wanting something like 
this at the fair for a long time. 
“Nobody has to go in it, but the 
people who do enjoy it have the 
right to,” he said. “You have to 
consider both audiences.”

Still, Kaplan and the other 
signatories feel that the addi-
tion of hard alcohol is a mis-
take. “There’s enough going on 
with entertainment, and food, 
and they have the Beer Garden 
if you want to have a beer,” Ka-
plan said. He urged those with 
a similar opinion to voice their 
concerns as well.

“We’ve had the Beer Garden 
for 60 years that we’ve run suc-
cessfully and conscientiously 
and there’s no reason for people 
to think that it won’t be the 
same for this,” Deml said. The 
plan for now is to test out the 
new tent for both the 2019 fair 
and the 2020 fair, pending any 
negative side effects.

FAIR SALOON : draws heat from public  FROM B1
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July 30-Aug. 4

Tuesday, July 30
 8:30 p.m.
Ashley McBryde

Wednesday, July 31
8:30 p.m.
Roots & Boots Tour
(Aaron Tippin, Sammy Kershaw and Collin 
Raye)

Thursday, Aug. 1 
8:30 p.m.
Hairball

Friday, Aug. 2
8:30 p.m.
Casting 
Crowns

Saturday, Aug. 3
8:30 p.m.
LANCO

Sunday, Aug. 4 
4 p.m.
Demolition Derby

2019 Grandstand Schedule

Locally Owned and Owner Operated 
Means Personal, Timely Services!

108 N Independence Ave, Clark Grove, MN •  507-256-4370

THOMPSON
SANITATION INC.

Find a Chapter 
Near You!

Visit our booth at both the Freeborn County Fair 
and the Steele County Fair

460 Peterson Road 
Grand Rapids, MN 
1-800-450-DEER 
218.327.1103

Building our hunting and 
conservation legacy 

through habitat, education 
and advocacy.

www.mndeerhunters.com

MDHA Banquet
Albert Lea American Legion

Social Hour 5:30 P.M.
Dinner 7 P.M.

Activities to follow
Pre-register Before Sept 14

(507) 213-0823

Beer  Wine SuppliesA
R
D

Collective - Spirits
WE ARE THE DROP OFF SITE TIL JULY 27
FOR THE FREEBORN COUNTY FAIR BEER AND WINE COMPETION

1507 Blake Ave Albert Lea, MN
507-379-2337

(Located across from Walmart,
behind Blakes Body Shop)
Monday - Friday 8:00-5:30

Saturday 8:00-12:00 • Closed Sundays

Hundreds of
Dollars in Prizes
$500 Store Credit

from
Collective Spirits

FREE TO
ENTER

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

2501 Main St. East, P.O. Box 611
Albert Lea, MN 56007

507-373-6421
www.fmcs.coop

We’re proud to support 
the Freeborn County 

Fair… see you at the fair!
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Darrick Schewe
Owner - Darrick’s Auto

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

132 2ND AVE. NE
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS • Design • Installation
• Compliance Inspections

State License # 1844

• Excavation
• DEmoliotion
Commercial & Residential Sitework

• BasEmEnts
• DozEr Work

507 583-2999
 Aggregates • Hauling • Washed Sand • Black Dirt • Fill • Gravel

Serving the Area 
Over 12 Years

Servicemen’s Club
210 4th St NE.

Blooming Prairie

583-7884

24 Hour Complete Towing Service
507-451-3424

215 Cedardale Dr. SE
Owatonna SweetSweet

TOWING & REPAIR

Let’s get you movin!

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving all of SE Minnesota

Jennifer Walsh
507-438-6676

email: jenwalsh@kw.com
web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Sponsored by these following businesses

Late to the party,  
but here nevertheless 

It’s a bit later than in 
recent years, but we are 
beginning to see one of 
our most dreaded yard 
and garden insects – the 
Japanese Beetle. I spotted 
a few in Steele and Rice 
counties the week of July 8, 
but hadn’t seen any earlier 
than that. They are emerg-
ing a little later than usual, 
perhaps because of the 
periods of cooler weather 
this year. But, once they’re 
out in full force, you may 
spot them on any of over 
300 species of plants in our 
yards and landscapes. They 
are generalist feeders, and 
can quickly defoliate plants 
once they begin munching. 

The Japanese beetle 
(Popillia japonica), should 
not be confused with “Asian 
beetles,” which is what some 
people call non-native lady 
bugs. Asian lady beetles are 
red or orange, with black 
spots. Japanese beetles are 
much larger, at approxi-
mately 1/3-to-1/2 inches 
long. They have a metallic 
green head and thorax (the 
area behind the head) with 
copper-brown colored wing 
covers. The sides of the 
beetle’s abdomen have five 
patches of white hairs and 
the tip of the abdomen has 
two patches of these hairs. 

Though Japanese beetle 
adults consume many dif-
ferent plants, some of their 
favorites include roses, 
grapes, apple trees, and 
basswood trees. Larvae 
feed on the roots of grasses 
and can be a problem for 
yards and turf, but that 
mostly occurs only in large 
expanses of turfgrass, like 
golf courses or especially 
large lawns. 

Japanese beetles can 
be a significant landscape 
pest and difficult to tolerate, 
because their damage is 
typically extensive and ugly 
to look at. Japanese beetles 
typically don’t kill the plants 
they’re eating, but they leave 
behind skeletonized, some-
times sickly-looking plants. 
They skeletonize leaves by 
feeding on tissue between 
the major veins giving them 
a lace-like appearance. 
Then, damaged leaves turn 
brown and may fall off. 

Fortunately, adult Japa-
nese beetle damage usually 
affects only the appearance 
of plants. Healthy, mature 
trees and shrubs, and even 
flowering plants, like roses, 
can tolerate a lot of feeding 
without significant, long-
term injury. Even fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs 
can tolerate limited leaf 
feeding, but severe damage 
may affect plant growth 
and reduce yield. Japanese 
beetle can be a pest in soy-
beans and other agricul-
tural crops as well, though 
damage does not typically 
warrant treatment at this 
point. The main plants to 
worry about are usually 
young or unhealthy plants. 
They may be stunted, 
injured or even killed from 
persistent feeding. 

To reduce injury to 
plants, you can regularly 
harvest beetles off plants 
(drop them into soapy water 
to terminate them) during 
July and August. This 
can decrease feeding and 
prevent the beetles from at-
tracting even more Japanese 
beetles to your property. 

For more information 
and for treatment op-
tions, please visit https://
extension.umn.edu/yard-
and-garden-insects/japa-
nese-beetles or contact me 
at 507-332-6165 or lacanne@
umn.edu. 

Claire LaCanne is the 
agricultural educator for 
the University of Minne-
sota Extension for Steele 
and Rice counties. She 
writes a column for this 
newspaper regularly.

Profitable land 
use options exist 
for wet cropland

Continual and extreme 
rainfall this spring pre-
vented planting and caused 
drowned out areas in 
thousands of acres in Min-
nesota. Some of these areas 
of the field are common 
wet areas and continually 
drown out. They are along 
edges of the field, are near 
waterways or can be large 
potholes in the center of 
fields. Landowners need 
to make economical and 
practical decisions regard-
ing the proper land use 
practice for these areas.  
Farm management special-
ists estimate that for every 
acre that is drown out it 
takes 10 to 20 acres or more 
of average yielding crop to 
compensate for the ex-
pense and loss of potential 
income. There are sever-
al management options 
producers may consider to 
make this land more profit-
able in the future.  

Installing additional tile 
drainage is an option if the 
areas are not affected by 
federal and state wetland 
laws. However, many of 
these wet areas generate 
minimal, if any, crop yield 
to provide income to the 
field. If increased drainage 
is not an economic, prac-
tical or feasible option, 
landowners should consid-
er conservation programs 
and practices that can be 
economical and practical 
while protecting the soil 
and water resources.  

These wet fields may be 
eligible for conservation 
programs offered through 
various federal USDA and 
state agencies.  

The USDA’s Conser-
vation Reserve Program 
- Continuous Signup offers 
many programs that pay 
annual cash rental rates for 
a 10 or 15 year contract for 
a variety of eligible practic-
es. They include: Farmable 

Wetlands Program (FWP), 
Wetland Restoration and 
Shallow Water Areas for 
Wildlife, just to mention 
a few. Wetland payments 
are also provided in the 
Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP). 
Contact the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office in your 
county for more details 
about these programs.

The Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) program 
is offered through the US-
DA’s Natural Resource Con-
servation Service (NRCS). 
WRE offers payments for 
wetland establishment and 
preservation.

Minnesota’s Board of 
Water and Soil Resourc-
es (BWSR) has several 
opportunities for landown-
ers who are considering 
restoring wetlands on 
their property. The first 
is wetland banking which 
involves the restoration 
of wetlands to generate 
credits which can then 
be sold to third parties 
who need the credits to 
offset wetland impacts at 
another location to satisfy 
state and federal regula-
tory requirements. The 
wetland banking market 
in Minnesota is one of the 
most active ones in the 
country, and there are 
several different options 
for interested landowners 
to consider. Additional 
information on wetland 
banking can be obtained 
by contacting BWSR Wet-
land Section staff. The sec-
ond opportunity is a state 
and federal partnership 
wetland program through 
the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program 
(MN CREP). Landown-
ers can obtain additional 
information on MN CREP 
by contacting the local Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) office.

On The Farm 
CLAIRE LACANNE



| WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 2019 STEELE COUNTY TIMESB6

B6
HOMETOWN CALENDAR

JULY 25
1 p.m. – July Bookfair, BP 

Library 

JULY 26
11 a.m. – STEM Club, BP 

Library 
July 29 
1 p.m. – Movie Mondays, 

BP Library 

JULY 30 
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library 
5 p.m. – BP Police Night 

Out, City Park 

JULY 31
1 p.m. – Teen Time, BP 

Library

JULY 25
7:30 p.m. – Ellendale 

City Council Meeting, 
Community Building 

JULY 26
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building 

JULY 29
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building 

JULY 31
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building

JULY 25
Owatonna Crazy Days  
10 a.m. – July Bookfair, 

Owatonna Library 
2 p.m. – Movies at the 

Library, Owatonna Library 
5 p.m. – Crazy Days 

Car Show, Downtown 
Owatonna 

7 p.m. – 11 at 7 Concert 
Series, Central Park 

7:30 p.m. – The Last 
Five Years, Little Theatre of 
Owatonna 

JULY 26
Owatonna Crazy Days
9:30 a.m. – STEM Club, 

Owatonna Library 
7:30 p.m. – The Last 

Five Years, Little Theatre of 
Owatonna 

JULY 27 
Owatonna Crazy Days
7 a.m. – Famers Market, 

Central Park 
9 a.m. – Fun Fly #2, 

Owatonna RC Modelers 

9 a.m. – Steele County 
Skywarn Spotter Training 
Class, Owatonna Fire Hall 

1 p.m. – Owatonna 
Sings Singing Competition, 
Central Park 

7:30 p.m. – The Last 
Five Years, Little Theatre of 
Owatonna 

JULY 28 
10 a.m. – Litomysl 

Summer Festival, Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church 

2 p.m. – The Last Five 
Years, Little Theatre of 
Owatonna 

JULY 30 
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

– Summer Storytime, 
Owatonna Library 

4 p.m. – The North 
Market, Grace Baptist 
Church 

JULY 31
9:30 a.m. – Garden Time, 

Owatonna Library

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

Gus’ Station 
breakfast, car show 

reset for Aug. 3
Because of last Satur-

day’s inclement weather, 
the Steele County Histori-
cal Society postponed the 
fifth annual Gus’ Station 
Breakfast and Car Show to 
Saturday, Aug. 3. 

Be sure to join in for 
breakfast in the History 
Center in Owatonna. The 
breakfast will be held from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. The cost 
is $10 per person; children 
5 and under eat free with 
paid adult.  The meal will 
be egg bake, fruit, muffins 
and beverage. Tickets are 
available at the SCHS or 
online.  

The car show runs from 
8:30 a.m. to noon. Classic 
cars of all ages, new and 
old, domestics and imports 
will be on display through-
out the facility parking 
area at the SCHS, ensur-
ing there is something 
for everyone to see. The 
car show is a participant 
voting system, with open 
class trophies to the top 
ten vehicles. A dash plaque 
will be given to all entries. 
There is a $5 per vehicle 
registration fee.

The show will feature a 
wide range of specialty ve-

hicles scheduled to attend: 
1957 Vintage Sprint Car 
#9, 1970’s vintage wingless 
sprint car #17, 1957 vintage 
Chevy Convertible Stock 
Car; 1948 Curtis Craft 
Midget vintage race car; 
Vintage Super Modified 
race car; 1967 Chevelle 
Asphalt race car, 1963 
Nova vintage Late Model 
race car; 1961 Mculloch 
Go-Kart; 1948 Customized 
Crosley Pickup; Model A 
hunting camper; and the 
current Mastell Brothers 
Touring Series points lead-
er Sprint car. 

Guests can stroll 
through the Village of 
Yesteryear and purchase 
commemorative items in 
Gus’ Station and are also 
available in the County 
Junction Gift Shop locat-
ed in the History Center.  
Admission to the car show 
is free, however donations 
are always appreciated. All 
proceeds go to Gus’ Station 
Restoration and proposed 
addition of a service bay 
to be located next to Gus’ 
Station. Immediately fol-
lowing the car show, there 
will be a car run to the 
Spurgy’s Bar in Hope. 

“Discover Seven 
Falls” at Nerstrand 

Big Woods  
State Park

Southeastern Minnesota 
artist, Frederick Somers, 
opened an exhibit of new 
works this past weekend in 
the Nerstrand Big Woods 
State Park Visitors Center.  

“I want visitors to follow 
me through two years of 
walking and watching and 
painting along a tribu-
tary of Prairie Creek that 
joins the waters of Big 
Woods Park. Feel the mist, 
contemplate mysteries of 
seabed fossils next to spring 
flowers,” Somers said. 
Somers whose oil and pastel 
paintings are included in 
the Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
Museum of Marine Art and 
numerous other area collec-
tions includes materials he 
has created from creek-side 
stones in these paintings.

The exhibit will be on 
view through Aug. 11. 
Events are free. Minnesota 
State Park vehicle permit is 
required.

Saturday, July 20 8-9:30 
p.m. in the Park Pavilion, 
conversation with the art-
ist with photos of ‘where 
and how’ the paintings 
were created.

Saturday, July 27 from 
10 a.m. to sundown artists 
are invited to Paint-Along 
with Somers at the park. 
Artists are requested to 
check in at the Visitors 
Center for maps. 

July 27 Children’s Activ-
ities hosted by Friends of 
Big Woods Park will in-
clude coloring pages from 
Fred’s sketchbooks 1-3 p.m. 
and children’s Ice Cream 
Social 2-4 p.m.

Additional information 
for artists is available at: 
www.fredericksomers.com.

This activity is made 
possible through a grant 
from the Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council in 
cooperation with a private 
foundation.

Support group 
for mental illness 

meets in Owatonna
NAMI Minnesota (Na-

tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness) sponsors free sup-
port groups for families and 
friends of individuals living 
with a mental illness. 

Led by trained facil-
itators who also have a 
family member with mental 
illness, the support groups 
help families develop better 
coping skills and find 
strength through sharing 
their experiences. 

A family support group 

meets in St. Paul on the first 
Monday of the month from 
7-8:30 p.m., at Christ Com-
munity Covenant Church, 
540 SE 18th St., in Owaton-
na. For information, call 
Judy at 507-451-0043.

NAMI Minnesota is a 
non-profit organization that 
works to improve the lives 
of children and adults with 
mental illnesses and their 
families through its pro-
grams of education, support 
and advocacy.

J & H LIQUOR
SUMMER EVENTS

Bar Bingo
July 29
August 12, 26
Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30

Bloomin' 
Grapevine Wine 
Tues. 7-8:30 p.m.
Aug.  27, Sept. 10, 
Oct. 10 Summer Get 
Together 
NOV 7: Holiday Dazzle 
Wine Tasting

2019
CRUISE FOR CANCER & 
B.O.B. RIDE: TOYS FOR TOTS 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
THE PEOPLE, BUSINESSES 
AND ORGANIZATIONS OF BP 
AND THE SURROUNDING 
AREAS FOR YOUR 
DONATIONS. THANK YOU TO 
THE VOLUNTEERS WHO 
HELPED WITH EACH RIDE.

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, OR RETIREMENT PARTY

All event details 
available at J&H Liquor
340 E. Main St.•Blooming Prairie

583-7557

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own
this hometown bar/off-sale. 
Contact Harvey for details.

5% of my commission donated  
to the charity of your choice.

Bob Remker
507.363.9275

bremker@gmail.com
www.HomeSellersMN.com

River Rats Car Club 
donates flag box

Flower show 
coming to BP

Flower displays 
will be overtaking the 
Servicemen’s Club in 
Blooming Prairie next 
week.

On Thursday, Aug. 
1, the American Legion 
Auxiliary Post 52 will 
be hosting a flower show 
and luncheon. This will 
be the first time in four 
years that the show will 
be taking place.

Flower entries will be 

accepted from 8-10 a.m. 
Winning entries will be 
awarded around noon. 
Lunch is available from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost 
is $10 per person.

Unlimited entries will 
be allowed in the various 
flower categories. 

For more informa-
tion, contact Martha 
Walters at 507-583-7568 
or Karen Boede at 507-
583-2246.

Skywarn 
training set  

for Owatonna
Steele County Sky-

warn will be conducting a 
Skywarn Spotter training 
class on Saturday, July 
27. Class will be from 9 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Owatonna Fire Hall, 107 
W Main street, third floor 
conference room.

Anyone interested in 
may attend. The class 

is free.
To be deployed as a 

Skywarn spotter, you 
must attend one of these 
training classes every 
two years.

For more informa-
tion, go to  www.steele-
countyskywarn.org or 
email steelecountysky-
warn@gmail.com.

Vorlicek has been suf-
fering from what turned 
out to be an overdose of 
wellbutrin, causing near 
incapacitating balance 
problems. He also suffered 
a severe bladder infection. 
He said he was “constantly 
falling down,” but luckily 
never broke anything. In 
March, he was treated 
at St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Rochester before spending 
the next three months in 
therapy at Fieldcrest Nurs-
ing Home in Hayfield. 

“I went through hell,” 
Vorlicek said. He confesses 
that his medical setbacks 
caused him to have 
suicidal thoughts over 
the past several months. 
“I was completely out of 
my head,” he said, adding 
he now understands how 
drug users have suicidal 
tendencies. 

Doctors initially didn’t 
think Vorlicek would be 
able to walk again. But, af-
ter significant therapy and 
now the use of a walker, he 
is able to get around again, 
though at a much slower 
pace. He returned back 
home on June 30. 

When Vorlicek got 
home, one of the first 
things he noticed was 
that his yard hadn’t been 
touched all year. That’s, 
in part, because his wife, 
Diane, has been facing her 
own medical problems 
and waiting for a kidney 

transplant for the past 2 ½ 
years. She finally received 
a new kidney July 10. 

Besides not having a 
yard in perfect shape, Vor-
licek also had to deal with 
not being able to run his 
flower business, Frank & 
Tom’s, which he had done 
for the past 28 years in 
Blooming Prairie. “I was 
a mess,” he says. “It was 
very hard for me.”

The efforts of the fairy 
gardeners are taking “a 
lot of sadness” out of the 
situation for Vorlicek. “I 
think it’s very nice other-
wise I would have nothing 
but weeds,” he said. “It’s 
a blessing. I am so over-
whelmed with how good 
people are. Oh my God, it 
absolutely overwhelming 
that these men and women 
would take time to come 
here and weed my mess.”

Vorlicek’s backyard gar-
den, which he can see from 
his living room, comforts 
him. “It’s a love of nature 
and God’s creation,” he 
said. “I am very much at 
peace,” he added.

Helping Folkens with 
the project were Nancy 
Peterson, Vern and Beth 
Krebs, Karen Valentine, 
Judy Bishop, Donna Maix-
ner, Mary Malherek, Ali 
Mach, Patti Misgen and 
Karla Ressler. 

For about 10 hours over 
two days, the group hauled 
out five pick-up loads of 
weeds and brush. They 
cut down a dead tree and 
trimmed up all the other 
trees. The women also had 
their hands full taking out 
invasive perennials. 

“It was all a jungle,” 
Folkens said, adding it’s 
never-ending when it 
comes to gardening. 

Folkens said she was at 
her uncle’s funeral when 
she ran into Vorlicek, 
and he jokingly asked if 
she wanted to weed his 
garden. It was no joke for 
Folkens, and she imme-
diately went to work to 
find some help. She made 
a few phone calls and an-
nounced it at a Bible study. 

“We even recruited 
some Catholics,” Folkens 

said with a laugh. “Work-
ing together—both Luther-
ans and Catholics.”

Beth Krebs credits Vor-
licek with doing so much 
for the community over 
the years. “We have been 
buying flowers from Frank 
and Tom’s for years,” 
Krebs said. “He has been 
giving us flower advice 
for years. He’s always 
loved flowers, and he has 
inspired many people.” 
Krebs also spoke about 
how Vorlicek taught their 
children for many years. 
Vorlicek is a retired teach-
er and drama instructor 
from Blooming Prairie 
High School. 

Folkens says helping 
the Vorliceks is the least 
they can do for a man that 
“has done a lot for the com-
munity flower wise.” She 
added she thinks Vorlicek 
will be pleased with the 
results of their hard work. 

Vorlicek admits his 
yard isn’t the easiest to 
handle. “I have some 
tough flowers to deal with 
in the yard,” he said. 

He says the generosity 
of the fairy gardeners 
has added to his healing 
process. “It’s one less thing 
I have to worry about,” 
Vorlicek said. 

Added Folkens,” We 
hope Frank can get out 
here some day to walk 
out here and to have the 
freedom to enjoy it.”

THE FAIRY: gardeners  FROM B1

“It’s a blessing. Oh my God, it absolutely 
overwhelming that these men and women would 

take time to come here and weed my mess.”

Frank Vorlicek
Gardening Lover

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Doug Miner, right, of the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s 
Club accepts a flag box donated by the River Rats Car 
Club of Austin. John DeVries made the presentation. 
The box is located just outside the Servicemen’s Club. 
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Hometown Sports

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

These are the results from  the Chateau Raceway
at Lansing for the week of May 26

12880 SW 72nd Ave. • Ellendale
(507) 684-2100

Used Car and Truck Parts  
U-Pull and Full Service

Outlaw Mini Mods
A Feature 1 (12 Laps): 1. 
15-Nathan Kilwine-Glenville[1]; 
2. 5-Adam Ackerman-Mason 
City IA[6]; 3. 29-Scott Johnson-
Owatonna[2]; 4. 9S-Ben 
Sprung-Brownsdale[8]; 5. 59-
Matt Narveson-Hayfield[4]; 6. 
28D-James Deno-Kasson[3]; 
7. 56-Michael Schubert-
Brownsdale[5]; 8. 28-Jeremy 
Schubert-Stewartville[10]; 9. 
29G-Bobby Gullickson-Kasson[9]; 
10. 98D-Christopher Deno-
Kasson[12]; 11. 11-Jon Andree-
Austin[11]; (DNS) 18-Jaiden 
Bastyr-Austin
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 15-Nathan 
Kilwine[2]; 2. 59-Matt Narveson[3]; 
3. 29-Scott Johnson[5]; 4 
18-Jaiden Bastyr[6]; 5. 29G-Bobby 
Gullickson[4]; 6. 11-Jon Andree[1]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 5-Adam 
Ackerman[2]; 2. 28D-James 
Deno[1]; 3. 56-Michael 
Schubert[4]; 4. 9S-Ben Sprung[5]; 
5. 28-Jeremy Schubert[6]; 6. 
98D-Christopher Deno[3]

USRA A Modifieds
A Feature 1 (38 Laps): 1. 71-Jason 
Cummins-New Richland[5]; 2. 
111JR-Keith Tourville-Webster 
WI[2]; 3. 90-Steve Wetzstein-
West Concord[1]; 4. 73JR-Greg 
Pfeifer Jr-Austin[4]; 5. 45-Levi 
Nielsen-Evansdale IA[3]; 6. 
1-Greg Jensen-Albert Lea[7]; 7. 
23-Darwin Karau-Kasson[10]; 
8. 72-Doug Hillson-Blooming 
Prairie[12]; 9. 38-Ken Wytaske-
Lansing[14]; 10. 8-Cale Slawson-
Chatfield[15]; 11. (DNF) 29H-Joe 
Horgdal-Kasson[8]; 12. (DNF) 
44-Alan Wagner-Orchard IA[13]; 
13. (DNF) 98-Kevin Stoa-Albert 
Lea[9]; 14. (DNF) 86D-Dagan 
Heim-Rosemount[6]; 15. (DNF) 
61T-Tammy Soma Clark-
Rochester [11]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 29H-Joe 
Horgdal[1]; 2. 90-Steve 
Wetzstein[3]; 3. 1-Greg Jensen[5]; 
4. 23-Darwin Karau[6]; 5. 45-Levi 
Nielsen[9]; 6. 61T-Tammy Soma 
Clark [2]; 7. 44-Alan Wagner[7]; 
8. 38-Ken Wytaske[8]; 9. 8-Cale 
Slawson[4]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 71-Jason 
Cummins[3]; 2. 73JR-Greg Pfeifer 
Jr[1]; 3. 98-Kevin Stoa[5]; 4 111JR-
Keith Tourville[6]; 5. 86D-Dagan 
Heim[2]; 6. 72-Doug Hillson[4]

WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. G12-
Ryan Goergen-Stacyville 
IA[2]; 2. RED1-Dan Wheeler-
Savage[4]; 3. 1R-Robbie Franklin-
Shakopee[3]; 4. 35JR-Garritt 
Wytaske-Austin[6]; 5. 79-Jeremy 
Misgen-New Richland[1]; 6. 
23-Mitch Weiss-Scandia[12]; 7. 
17Z-Jesse Hernandez-Blooming 
Prairie[7]; 8. 1M-Josh Mattick-
Rose Creek[10]; 9. 2-Ryan 
Wetzstein-West Concord[5]; 10. 
7E-Neil Eckhart-Rochester[11]; 11. 
83-Billy Steinberg-Kasson[16]; 12. 
43-Scott Simmons-Lakeville[9]; 
13. 4-Brayten Cisneros-Blooming 
Prairie[8]; 14. 88-Jacob Toepper-
Hugo[13]; 15. 77T-Casey Trom-
Zumbrota[18]; 16. 53-Tianna 
Mithun-Freeborn[15]; 17. 79H-Luke 
Hainka-Wannamingo[14]; 18. 24-
Liz Toeppe-Hugor[19]; 19. (DNF) 
33-Darryl Hainka-Wannamingo[17]
B Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 
33-Darryl Hainka[3]; 2. 77T-Casey 
Trom[7]; 3. 24-Liz Toepper[8]; 4 97-
Cory Asmussen-Waseca[10]; 5. 
55-Nathan Mchale-Webster[12]; 6. 
86-Noel Hoppe-New Richland[9]; 
7. 21TK-Terry Kohnerrt-New 
Richland[5]; 8. (DNF) 17-Harland 
Morehart-Rochester[6]; 9. (DNF) 
343-John FordOakdale[1]; 
10. (DNF) 26-Brad Minske-
Northfield[4]; 11. (DNF) 18-Jaiden 
Basty-Austinr[2]; 12. (DNF) 63JR-
Brady Larson-Amery WI[11]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 79-Jeremy 
Misgen[1]; 2. 2-Ryan Wetzstein[6]; 
3. 43-Scott Simmons[3]; 4. 
88-Jacob Toepper[2]; 5. (DNF) 
343-John Ford[5]; 6. (DNF) 21TK-
Terry Kohnerrt[7]; 7. (DNF) 86-
Noel Hoppe[4]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. G12-Ryan 
Goergen[2]; 2. 35JR-Garritt 
Wytaske[3]; 3. 1M-Josh Mattick[7]; 
4. 79H-Luke Hainka[5]; 5. 
18-Jaiden Bastyr[6]; 6. 17-Harland 
Morehart[4]; 7. (DNF) 97-Cory 
Asmussen[1]
Heat 3 (8 Laps): 1. 1R-Robbie 
Franklin[6]; 2. 17Z-Jesse 
Hernandez[4]; 3. 7E-Neil 
Eckhart[7]; 4. 53-Tianna 
Mithun[1]; 5. 33-Darryl Hainka[2]; 
6. 77T-Casey Trom[5]; 7. 63JR-
Brady Larson[3]
Heat 4 (8 Laps): 1. RED1-

Dan Wheeler[4]; 2. 4-Brayten 
Cisneros[2]; 3. 23-Mitch Weiss[5]; 
4. 83-William Steinberg[3]; 
5. 26-Brad Minske[1]; 6. 24-
Liz Toepper[6]; 7. 55-Nathan 
Mchale[7]

Hornets
A Feature 1 (12 Laps): 1. 
0-Brian Adams-Shakopee[2]; 2. 
23-Marissa Wolff-Waseca[3]; 3. 41-
Todd Tacheny-Mankato[1]; 4. 42-
Cody Hyatt-Waseca[7]; 5. 82-Blake 
Dorweiler-Montgomery[9]; 6. 
73-Pat Wells-Faribault[5]; 7. 
13K-Daniel KnishKilkenny[6]; 8. 
34CJ-Caylie Blowers-Waseca[4]; 
9. 00-Jeremy LaBawWaconia[12]; 
10. 25-Alan Schmidt-Hayward[8]; 
11. 17-Ryan Timm-Austin[10]; 12. 
13-Dallas Burris-Altura[11]; (DNS) 
88S-George Schrumpf-Rochester
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 41-Todd 
Tacheny[1]; 2. 23-Marissa Wolff[3]; 
3. 73-Pat Wells[2]; 4. 42-Cody 
Hyatt[5]; 5. 82-Blake Dorweiler[6]; 
6. (DNF) 13-Dallas Burris[4]; 7. 
(DNF) 88S-George Schrumpf[7]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 0-Brian 
Adams[6]; 2. 34CJ-Caylie 
Blowers[1]; 3. 13K-Daniel Knish[3]; 
4. 25-Alan Schmidt[5]; (DNS) 
17-Ryan Timm; (DQ) 00-Jeremy 
LaBaw[4]

Pure Stock
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 26-Brady 
Krohnberg-Walters[1]; 2. 1-Troy 
Maas-Faribault[7]; 3. 21-Jesse 
Stahl-Austin[5]; 4. 3-Danielle 
Maas-Owatonna[2]; 5. 4-Chris 
Hotovec-Dodge Center[3]; 6. 70-
Beau Stevens-Albert Lea[10]; 
7. 96-Jack Dunbar-Zumbrota[9]; 
8. (DNF) 00-Dalton Ludington[-
Zumbrota8]; 9. (DNF) 99-Brandon 
Dunbar-Zumbrota[4]; (DNS) 14-
Cole Kroneman-Zumbrota
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 26-Brady 
Krohnberg[2]; 2. 14-Cole 
Kroneman[4]; 3. 4-Chris 
Hotovec[1]; 4 3-Danielle Maas[5]; 
5. (DNF) 70-Beau Stevens[3]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 1-Troy 
Maas[3]; 2. 21-Jesse Stahl[5]; 3. 
00-Dalton Ludington[2]; 4. 96-
Jack Dunbar[4]; 5. 99-Brandon 
Dunbar[1]

WISSOTA Street Stocks
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 01-
Kory Adams-Stacyville IA[6]; 2. 
32-Jason Newkirk-Austin[4]; 3. 
101-Ken Adams-Stacyville IA[2]; 4. 
14A-Blake Adams-McIntire IA[5]; 
5. 34-Mike Blowers-Waseca[8]; 6. 
15-Zach Elward-Hayfield[10]; 7. 
34JR-Bobby Blowers-Waseca[11]; 
8. 47-Brent Holland-Glenville[9]; 
9. 42-Cody Hyatt-Waseca[1]; 10. 
99-Noah Grinstead-AUstin[7]; 
11. (DNF) 16-Jacob Bennett-
Austin[12]; 12. (DNF) 46-Stacy 
Krohnberg-Walters[3]
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 01-Kory 
Adams[2]; 2. 14A-Blake Adams[4]; 
3. 42-Cody Hyatt[1]; 4. 46-Stacy 
Krohnberg[3]; 5. 47-Brent 
Holland[6]; 6. 34JR-Bobby 
Blowers[5]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 34-Mike 
Blowers[1]; 2. 101-Ken Adams[3]; 
3. 99-Noah Grinstead[2]; 4. 
32-Jason Newkirk[5]; 5. 15-Zach 
Elward[4]; 6. 16-Jacob Bennett[6]

USRA Limited Modified
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 1. 
83X-Kadden Kath-Owatonna[1]; 2. 
36K-Jayden Larson-Mankato[10]; 
3. Z29-Anthony (AJ) Zvorak-
Blooming Prairie[6]; 4. 30-Scott 
Demmer-Ellendale[9]; 5. 88-
Nate Chodur-Lake Mills IA[4]; 6. 
83-Kylie Kath-Owatonna[5]; 7. 
54-Jett Sorensen-Rochester[7]; 8. 
27-Channing Warner-Owatonna 
[3]; 9. 44-Matthew Brooks-
Austin[13]; 10. 91-Tom Kaiser-
Waseca[15]; 11. (DNF) 4-Derek 
Clement-Spring Valley[2]; 12. 
(DNF) 43-Nick Wagner-Osage 
IA[11]; 13. (DNF) 26G-Tim Gerbe-
Austinr[16]; 14. (DNF) 44Z-Anton 
Nelson-Hayfield[14]; 15. (DNF) 
411-Jerry Young-Blooming 
Prairie[8]; 16. (DNF) 31-Raey 
Hastings IV-Austin[12]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 36K-Jayden 
Larson[1]; 2. 88-Nate Chodur[2]; 3. 
83X-Kadden Kath[5]; 4. 411-Jerry 
Young[7]; 5. 83-Kylie Kath[3]; 6. 
43-Nick Wagner[6]; 7. 44-Matthew 
Brooks[4]; 8. 91-Tom Kaiser[8]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 30-Scott 
Demmer[1]; 2. 4-Derek 
Clement[3]; 3. Z29-Anthony (AJ) 
Zvorak[7]; 4. 54-Jett Sorensen[4]; 
5. 27-Channing Warner [8]; 6. 31-
Raey Hastings IV[2]; 7. 44Z-Anton 
Nelson[6]; 8. 26G-Tim Gerber[5]

This racing feature sponsored by:

Results

These are the results from  the Chateau Raceway
at Lansing for the week of May 26

12880 SW 72nd Ave. • Ellendale
(507) 684-2100

Used Car and Truck Parts  
U-Pull and Full Service

Outlaw Mini Mods
A Feature 1 (12 Laps): 1. 
15-Nathan Kilwine-Glenville[1]; 
2. 5-Adam Ackerman-Mason 
City IA[6]; 3. 29-Scott Johnson-
Owatonna[2]; 4. 9S-Ben 
Sprung-Brownsdale[8]; 5. 59-
Matt Narveson-Hayfield[4]; 6. 
28D-James Deno-Kasson[3]; 
7. 56-Michael Schubert-
Brownsdale[5]; 8. 28-Jeremy 
Schubert-Stewartville[10]; 9. 
29G-Bobby Gullickson-Kasson[9]; 
10. 98D-Christopher Deno-
Kasson[12]; 11. 11-Jon Andree-
Austin[11]; (DNS) 18-Jaiden 
Bastyr-Austin
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 15-Nathan 
Kilwine[2]; 2. 59-Matt Narveson[3]; 
3. 29-Scott Johnson[5]; 4 
18-Jaiden Bastyr[6]; 5. 29G-Bobby 
Gullickson[4]; 6. 11-Jon Andree[1]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 5-Adam 
Ackerman[2]; 2. 28D-James 
Deno[1]; 3. 56-Michael 
Schubert[4]; 4. 9S-Ben Sprung[5]; 
5. 28-Jeremy Schubert[6]; 6. 
98D-Christopher Deno[3]

USRA A Modifieds
A Feature 1 (38 Laps): 1. 71-Jason 
Cummins-New Richland[5]; 2. 
111JR-Keith Tourville-Webster 
WI[2]; 3. 90-Steve Wetzstein-
West Concord[1]; 4. 73JR-Greg 
Pfeifer Jr-Austin[4]; 5. 45-Levi 
Nielsen-Evansdale IA[3]; 6. 
1-Greg Jensen-Albert Lea[7]; 7. 
23-Darwin Karau-Kasson[10]; 
8. 72-Doug Hillson-Blooming 
Prairie[12]; 9. 38-Ken Wytaske-
Lansing[14]; 10. 8-Cale Slawson-
Chatfield[15]; 11. (DNF) 29H-Joe 
Horgdal-Kasson[8]; 12. (DNF) 
44-Alan Wagner-Orchard IA[13]; 
13. (DNF) 98-Kevin Stoa-Albert 
Lea[9]; 14. (DNF) 86D-Dagan 
Heim-Rosemount[6]; 15. (DNF) 
61T-Tammy Soma Clark-
Rochester [11]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 29H-Joe 
Horgdal[1]; 2. 90-Steve 
Wetzstein[3]; 3. 1-Greg Jensen[5]; 
4. 23-Darwin Karau[6]; 5. 45-Levi 
Nielsen[9]; 6. 61T-Tammy Soma 
Clark [2]; 7. 44-Alan Wagner[7]; 
8. 38-Ken Wytaske[8]; 9. 8-Cale 
Slawson[4]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 71-Jason 
Cummins[3]; 2. 73JR-Greg Pfeifer 
Jr[1]; 3. 98-Kevin Stoa[5]; 4 111JR-
Keith Tourville[6]; 5. 86D-Dagan 
Heim[2]; 6. 72-Doug Hillson[4]

WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. G12-
Ryan Goergen-Stacyville 
IA[2]; 2. RED1-Dan Wheeler-
Savage[4]; 3. 1R-Robbie Franklin-
Shakopee[3]; 4. 35JR-Garritt 
Wytaske-Austin[6]; 5. 79-Jeremy 
Misgen-New Richland[1]; 6. 
23-Mitch Weiss-Scandia[12]; 7. 
17Z-Jesse Hernandez-Blooming 
Prairie[7]; 8. 1M-Josh Mattick-
Rose Creek[10]; 9. 2-Ryan 
Wetzstein-West Concord[5]; 10. 
7E-Neil Eckhart-Rochester[11]; 11. 
83-Billy Steinberg-Kasson[16]; 12. 
43-Scott Simmons-Lakeville[9]; 
13. 4-Brayten Cisneros-Blooming 
Prairie[8]; 14. 88-Jacob Toepper-
Hugo[13]; 15. 77T-Casey Trom-
Zumbrota[18]; 16. 53-Tianna 
Mithun-Freeborn[15]; 17. 79H-Luke 
Hainka-Wannamingo[14]; 18. 24-
Liz Toeppe-Hugor[19]; 19. (DNF) 
33-Darryl Hainka-Wannamingo[17]
B Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 
33-Darryl Hainka[3]; 2. 77T-Casey 
Trom[7]; 3. 24-Liz Toepper[8]; 4 97-
Cory Asmussen-Waseca[10]; 5. 
55-Nathan Mchale-Webster[12]; 6. 
86-Noel Hoppe-New Richland[9]; 
7. 21TK-Terry Kohnerrt-New 
Richland[5]; 8. (DNF) 17-Harland 
Morehart-Rochester[6]; 9. (DNF) 
343-John FordOakdale[1]; 
10. (DNF) 26-Brad Minske-
Northfield[4]; 11. (DNF) 18-Jaiden 
Basty-Austinr[2]; 12. (DNF) 63JR-
Brady Larson-Amery WI[11]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 79-Jeremy 
Misgen[1]; 2. 2-Ryan Wetzstein[6]; 
3. 43-Scott Simmons[3]; 4. 
88-Jacob Toepper[2]; 5. (DNF) 
343-John Ford[5]; 6. (DNF) 21TK-
Terry Kohnerrt[7]; 7. (DNF) 86-
Noel Hoppe[4]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. G12-Ryan 
Goergen[2]; 2. 35JR-Garritt 
Wytaske[3]; 3. 1M-Josh Mattick[7]; 
4. 79H-Luke Hainka[5]; 5. 
18-Jaiden Bastyr[6]; 6. 17-Harland 
Morehart[4]; 7. (DNF) 97-Cory 
Asmussen[1]
Heat 3 (8 Laps): 1. 1R-Robbie 
Franklin[6]; 2. 17Z-Jesse 
Hernandez[4]; 3. 7E-Neil 
Eckhart[7]; 4. 53-Tianna 
Mithun[1]; 5. 33-Darryl Hainka[2]; 
6. 77T-Casey Trom[5]; 7. 63JR-
Brady Larson[3]
Heat 4 (8 Laps): 1. RED1-

Dan Wheeler[4]; 2. 4-Brayten 
Cisneros[2]; 3. 23-Mitch Weiss[5]; 
4. 83-William Steinberg[3]; 
5. 26-Brad Minske[1]; 6. 24-
Liz Toepper[6]; 7. 55-Nathan 
Mchale[7]

Hornets
A Feature 1 (12 Laps): 1. 
0-Brian Adams-Shakopee[2]; 2. 
23-Marissa Wolff-Waseca[3]; 3. 41-
Todd Tacheny-Mankato[1]; 4. 42-
Cody Hyatt-Waseca[7]; 5. 82-Blake 
Dorweiler-Montgomery[9]; 6. 
73-Pat Wells-Faribault[5]; 7. 
13K-Daniel KnishKilkenny[6]; 8. 
34CJ-Caylie Blowers-Waseca[4]; 
9. 00-Jeremy LaBawWaconia[12]; 
10. 25-Alan Schmidt-Hayward[8]; 
11. 17-Ryan Timm-Austin[10]; 12. 
13-Dallas Burris-Altura[11]; (DNS) 
88S-George Schrumpf-Rochester
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 41-Todd 
Tacheny[1]; 2. 23-Marissa Wolff[3]; 
3. 73-Pat Wells[2]; 4. 42-Cody 
Hyatt[5]; 5. 82-Blake Dorweiler[6]; 
6. (DNF) 13-Dallas Burris[4]; 7. 
(DNF) 88S-George Schrumpf[7]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 0-Brian 
Adams[6]; 2. 34CJ-Caylie 
Blowers[1]; 3. 13K-Daniel Knish[3]; 
4. 25-Alan Schmidt[5]; (DNS) 
17-Ryan Timm; (DQ) 00-Jeremy 
LaBaw[4]

Pure Stock
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 26-Brady 
Krohnberg-Walters[1]; 2. 1-Troy 
Maas-Faribault[7]; 3. 21-Jesse 
Stahl-Austin[5]; 4. 3-Danielle 
Maas-Owatonna[2]; 5. 4-Chris 
Hotovec-Dodge Center[3]; 6. 70-
Beau Stevens-Albert Lea[10]; 
7. 96-Jack Dunbar-Zumbrota[9]; 
8. (DNF) 00-Dalton Ludington[-
Zumbrota8]; 9. (DNF) 99-Brandon 
Dunbar-Zumbrota[4]; (DNS) 14-
Cole Kroneman-Zumbrota
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 26-Brady 
Krohnberg[2]; 2. 14-Cole 
Kroneman[4]; 3. 4-Chris 
Hotovec[1]; 4 3-Danielle Maas[5]; 
5. (DNF) 70-Beau Stevens[3]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 1-Troy 
Maas[3]; 2. 21-Jesse Stahl[5]; 3. 
00-Dalton Ludington[2]; 4. 96-
Jack Dunbar[4]; 5. 99-Brandon 
Dunbar[1]

WISSOTA Street Stocks
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 01-
Kory Adams-Stacyville IA[6]; 2. 
32-Jason Newkirk-Austin[4]; 3. 
101-Ken Adams-Stacyville IA[2]; 4. 
14A-Blake Adams-McIntire IA[5]; 
5. 34-Mike Blowers-Waseca[8]; 6. 
15-Zach Elward-Hayfield[10]; 7. 
34JR-Bobby Blowers-Waseca[11]; 
8. 47-Brent Holland-Glenville[9]; 
9. 42-Cody Hyatt-Waseca[1]; 10. 
99-Noah Grinstead-AUstin[7]; 
11. (DNF) 16-Jacob Bennett-
Austin[12]; 12. (DNF) 46-Stacy 
Krohnberg-Walters[3]
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 01-Kory 
Adams[2]; 2. 14A-Blake Adams[4]; 
3. 42-Cody Hyatt[1]; 4. 46-Stacy 
Krohnberg[3]; 5. 47-Brent 
Holland[6]; 6. 34JR-Bobby 
Blowers[5]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 34-Mike 
Blowers[1]; 2. 101-Ken Adams[3]; 
3. 99-Noah Grinstead[2]; 4. 
32-Jason Newkirk[5]; 5. 15-Zach 
Elward[4]; 6. 16-Jacob Bennett[6]

USRA Limited Modified
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 1. 
83X-Kadden Kath-Owatonna[1]; 2. 
36K-Jayden Larson-Mankato[10]; 
3. Z29-Anthony (AJ) Zvorak-
Blooming Prairie[6]; 4. 30-Scott 
Demmer-Ellendale[9]; 5. 88-
Nate Chodur-Lake Mills IA[4]; 6. 
83-Kylie Kath-Owatonna[5]; 7. 
54-Jett Sorensen-Rochester[7]; 8. 
27-Channing Warner-Owatonna 
[3]; 9. 44-Matthew Brooks-
Austin[13]; 10. 91-Tom Kaiser-
Waseca[15]; 11. (DNF) 4-Derek 
Clement-Spring Valley[2]; 12. 
(DNF) 43-Nick Wagner-Osage 
IA[11]; 13. (DNF) 26G-Tim Gerbe-
Austinr[16]; 14. (DNF) 44Z-Anton 
Nelson-Hayfield[14]; 15. (DNF) 
411-Jerry Young-Blooming 
Prairie[8]; 16. (DNF) 31-Raey 
Hastings IV-Austin[12]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 36K-Jayden 
Larson[1]; 2. 88-Nate Chodur[2]; 3. 
83X-Kadden Kath[5]; 4. 411-Jerry 
Young[7]; 5. 83-Kylie Kath[3]; 6. 
43-Nick Wagner[6]; 7. 44-Matthew 
Brooks[4]; 8. 91-Tom Kaiser[8]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 30-Scott 
Demmer[1]; 2. 4-Derek 
Clement[3]; 3. Z29-Anthony (AJ) 
Zvorak[7]; 4. 54-Jett Sorensen[4]; 
5. 27-Channing Warner [8]; 6. 31-
Raey Hastings IV[2]; 7. 44Z-Anton 
Nelson[6]; 8. 26G-Tim Gerber[5]

This racing feature sponsored by:

Results

KEVKO Outlaw Mini Mods
A Feature 1 (12 Laps): 1. 

14-Micheal Bryant-Mason City 
IA, [2]; 2. 15-Nathan Kil-
wine-Glenville, [4]; 3. 17-An-
thony Kramer-Owatonna, [3]; 
4. 1R-Bobby Ruehlow-Ma-
son City IA, [6]; 5. 22-Nick 
Hauge-Mason City IA, [1]; 
(DQ) 5-Logan Brown-Clear 
Lake IA, [5]

Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 17-An-
thony Kramer, [2]; 2. 15-Na-
than Kilwine, [1]; 3. 14-Micheal 
Bryant, [3]; 4. 22-Nick Hauge, 
[6]; (DQ) 5-Logan Brown, [4]; 
(DQ) 1R-Bobby Ruehlow, [5]

WISSOTA Midwest 
Modifieds

A Feature 1 (20 Laps): 1. 
27X-Calvin Iverson- Eleva 
WI, [5]; 2. 83-Kylie Kath-Cla-
remont, [3]; 3. G12-Ryan 
Goergen-Stacyville IA, [7]; 4. 
37-Michael Wytaske-Hartland, 
[6]; 5. 4-Brayten Cisner-
os-Blooming Prairie, [2]; 
6. 79-Jeremy Misgen-New 
Richland, [4]; 7. 7W-Drew 
Williams-Rochester, [13]; 8. 
63-Patrick Kelley-Columbus, 
[8]; 9. 33-Darryl Hainka-Wan-
namingo, [10]; 10. (DNF) 14-
Cole Kroneman-Austin, [1]; 11. 
(DNF) 79H-Luke Hainka-Wan-
namingo, [12]; 12. (DNF) 
2165-Tommy Myer-Bloom-
ing Prairie, [11]; 13. (DNF) 
90-Ryan Wetzstein-West 
Concord, [9]

Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 
27X-Calvin Iverson, [2]; 2. 
83-Kylie Kath, [1]; 3. 37-Mi-
chael Wytaske, [4]; 4. G12-Ry-
an Goergen, [7]; 5. 90-Ryan 
Wetzstein, [6]; 6. 2165-Tommy 
Myer, [3]; 7. 7W-Drew Wil-
liams, [5]

Heat 2 (20 Laps): 1. 79-Jer-
emy Misgen, [2]; 2. 4-Brayten 
Cisneros, [6]; 3. 14-Cole Kro-
neman, [1]; 4. 63-Patrick Kel-
ley, [4]; 5. 33-Darryl Hainka, 
[3]; 6. 79H-Luke Hainka, [5]

Power 96 WISSOTA 
Pure Stock

A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 
26-Brady Krohnberg-Walters, 
[4]; 2. 1-Troy Maas-Faribault, 
[1]; 3. 0-Brian Adams-Mont-
gomery, [6]; 4. 5R-George 
Richards-Mondovi WI, [7]; 5. 
31-Jack Maas-Faribault, [8]; 
6. 1R-Cole Richards-Mondovi 
WI, [5]; 7. 3G-Josh Sousa-Al-
den, [2]; 8. 96-Kyndra Neis-
Chatield, [9]; 9. 11-Michael 
Gift-Faribault, [11]; 10. (DNF) 
75L-Devin Losee-LeRoy, 
[12]; 11. (DNF) 7X-Andrew 
Eischens-Taopi, [3]; 12. (DNF) 
17-Michael Wick-Faribault, 
[10]

Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 31-Jack 
Maas, [1]; 2. 3G-Josh Sousa, 
[2]; 3. 1R-Cole Richards, [3]; 
4. 5R-George Richards, [5]; 5. 
96-Kyndra Neis, [4]; 6. 11-Mi-
chael Gift, [6]

Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 1-Troy 
Maas, [1]; 2. 26-Brady Kro-
hnberg, [5]; 3. 7X-Andrew 
Eischens, [2]; 4. 0-Brian Ad-
ams, [3]; 5. 17-Michael Wick, 
[4]; 6. 75L-Devin Losee, [6]

Y Waste WISSOTA Horner
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 

1. 14-Justin Schelitzche-Co-
logne, [9]; 2. 2-Aaron Re-
imers-Prior Lake, [1]; 3. 
17-Ryan Timm-Austin, [6]; 
4. 5-Nick Sillman-Minnesota 
Lake, [3]; 5. 9-Nate Coop-
man-Mankato, [14]; 6. 0-Brian 
Adams-Montgomery, [7]; 7. 
02-Bryce Lisowski-Faribault, 
[10]; 8. 89-Timothy Gores-Gar-
den City, [11]; 9. 16M-Matt 
Wieman-Owatonna, [12]; 10. 
19-Jerry Coopman-Mankato, 
[17]; 11. 6-TJ Barnett-Owaton-
na, [13]; 12. 1KV-Kristin Voss-
Belle Plaine, [15]; 13. (DNF) 
20T-Troy Tuma-Owatonna, 
[5]; 14. (DNF) 193-Daniel 
Knish-Kilkenny, [4]; 15. (DNF) 
21-Brandon Downs-Austin, 
[2]; 16. (DNF) 59-Zachary Fur-
bur-Annandale, [8]; 17. (DNF) 
42-Travis Hyatt-Waseca, [16]

Heat 1 (5 Laps): 1. 2-Aaron 
Reimers, [3]; 2. 21-Brandon 
Downs, [6]; 3. 0-Brian Adams, 
[7]; 4. 59-Zachary Furbur, [2]; 
5. 14-Justin Schelitzche, [5]; 

6. 89-Timothy Gores, [1]; 7. 
6-Timothy Barnett, [8]; (DNS) 
42-Travis Hyatt, ; (DNS) 
19-Jerry Coopman,

Heat 2 (5 Laps): 1. 5-Nick 
Sillman, [3]; 2. 17-Ryan 
Timm, [2]; 3. 20T-Troy Tuma, 
[6]; 4. 193-Daniel Knish, [4]; 
5. 02-Bryce Lisowski, [5]; 
6. 16M-Matt Wieman, [1]; 
7. 9-Nate Coopman, [8]; 8. 
1KV-Kristin Voss, [7]

Adams Graphix WISSOTA 
Street Stocks

A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 
1. 15-Zach Elward-Hayfield, 
[4]; 2. 01-Kory Adams-Sta-
cyville IA, [6]; 3. 101-Bernie 
Adams-Stacyville IA, [2]; 4. 
27P-Parker Anderson-Phil-
lips WI, [5]; 5. 34JR-Braden 
Brauer-Eyota, [8]; 6. 32-Ja-
son Newkirk-Austin, [3]; 7. 
21-Jesse Stahl-Austin, [10]; 8. 
46-Stacy Krohnberg-Walters, 
[9]; 9. 4-Chris Hotovec-Dodge 
Center, [7]; 10. 42-Cody 
Hyatt-Waseca, [1]; 11. 2-Fred 
Prudoehl-Winona, [11]; 12. 
39J-Dan Klingfus-Austin, [12]

Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 
27P-Parker Anderson, [2]; 2. 
01-Kory Adams, [4]; 3. 4-Chris 
Hotovec, [1]; 4. 42-Cody Hy-
att, [3]; 5. 46-Stacy Krohnberg, 
[6]; 6 (DNF) 39J-Dan Klingfus, 
[5]

Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 32-Ja-
son Newkirk, [1]; 2. 101-Ken 
Adams, [6]; 3. 15-Zach 
Elward, [3]; 4. 34JR-Braden 
Brauer, [5]; 5. 21-Jesse Stahl, 
[2]; 6. 2-Fred Prudoehl, [4]

Action Builders USRA 
B-Mods

A Feature 1 (20 Laps): 1. 
83X-Kadden Kath-Owatonna, 
[2]; 2. 99-Noah Grinstead-Aus-
tin, [1]; 3. 02K-Hunter Ken-
nedy-St Ansgar IA, [3]; 4. 
56H-Brandon Hare-Elma IA, 
[9]; 5. 20-Mark Motl-Owaton-
na, [4]; 6. 30-Scott Dem-
mer-Ellendale, [5]; 7. 44-Mat-
thew Brooks-Austin, [10]; 
8. 72-Alex Schubbe-North 
Mankato, [6]; 9. 83K-Kobie 
Kath-Owatonna, [11]; 10. 54-
Jett Sorensen-Rochester, [13]; 
11. 4W-Tucker Williams-Roch-
ester, [12]; 12. (DNF) 
33S-Dustin Steinbrink-Austin, 
[8]; 13. (DNF) 66V-Dustin Von 
Hagen-Glenville, [7]

Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 20-Mark 
Motl, [1]; 2. 99-Noah Grin-
stead, [5]; 3. 56H-Brandon 
Hare, [3]; 4. 72-Alex Schubbe, 
[6]; 5. 66V-Dustin Von Hagen, 
[2]; 6. (DNF) 83K-Kobie Kath, 
[4]; 7. (DNF) 54-Jett So-
rensen, [7]

Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 
83X-Kadden Kath, [1]; 2. 
30-Scott Demmer, [2]; 3. 
02K-Hunter Kennedy, [4]; 4. 
44-Matthew Brooks, [6]; 5. 
33S-Dustin Steinbrink, [3]; 6. 
(DNF) 4W-Tucker Williams, [5]

French’s Repair USRA A 
Modifieds

A Feature 1 (25 Laps): 1. 
99-Josh Angst-Winona, [3]; 2. 
50-Brandon Davis-Hayfield, 
[10]; 3. 71-Jason Cum-
mins-New Richland, [8]; 4. 
3A-Taylor Ausrud-Hayfield, 
[4]; 5. 23-Darwin Karau-Kas-
son, [6]; 6. 65D-Dustin 
Brown-Thornton IA, [1]; 7. 72-
Doug Hillson-Blooming Prairie, 
[9]; 8. 21-Troy Gudmon-
son-Savage, [5]; 9. 6-Dustin 
Kruse-Brandon SD, [7]; 10. 
77-Jacob Stark-Austin, [11]; 
11. 29H-Joe Horgdal-Kasson, 
[2]

Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 99-Josh 
Angst, [2]; 2. 71-Jason Cum-
mins, [4]; 3. 3A-Taylor Ausrud, 
[6]; 4. 21-Troy Gudmonson, 
[1]; 5. 72-Doug Hillson, [3]; 6. 
77-Jacob Stark, [5]

Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 
50-Brandon Davis, [3]; 
2. 23-Darwin Karau, [1]; 
3. 6-Dustin Kruse, [5]; 4. 
65D-Dustin Brown, [2]; 5. 
29H-Joe Horgdal, [4]

Here are the results from the Chateau Raceway at 
Lansing for the week of July 19:

High temps heat 
things up at Chateau
BY MATTHEW GRAGE
RACING CORRESPONDENT

The hottest weather of 
the summer greeted fans 
and drivers July 19 for 
week 10 of racing action 
at Chateau Speedway in 
Lansing. Friday night’s 
action was sponsored by 
Motor Supply Company of 
Austin and Albert Lea as 
well as R and S Racing of 
Albert Lea.   

All the Kids in atten-
dance were treated to 
Freeze Pops before the 
races and then to help 
cool off the flagman, they 
were all given water bal-
loons at intermission to 
try and hit the flagman. 
Flagman Ross Spitzer 
was a great sport about 
the whole thing and end-
ed up quite wet from all 
the water balloons that 
flew his way. 

On the track, the 
action was hot as well 
with several features 
running caution free. 
Leading the way with 25 
laps of non-stop action 
were the French’s Repair 
and Fabrication USRA 

A Mods. Dustin Brown 
of Thornton, Iowa led 
the first lap before Josh 
Angst of Winona moved 
out of row two to the front 
on lap two and set sail to 
lead the field the rest of 
the way.   

Power 96 WISSOTA 
Pure Stocks ran a caution 
free main event with 
Brady Krohnberg of 
Walters scoring his fifth 
feature win of the year. 
Troy Maas of Faribault 
grabbed the early lead off 
the pole while Krohnberg 
started outside row two.

Also trying to beat 
the heat were the Adams 
Graphix WISSOTA Street 
Stocks as they kept it 
green from start to finish 
with Zach Elward of Hay-
field chalking up feature 
win number six on the 
season.  

KEVKO Outlaw Mini 
Mods ran a clean caution 
free feature with Michael 
Bryan of Mason City, 
Iowa scoring his second 
feature win of the year. 
Bryan started outside 

This family reunion 
won’t include me

Twelve years ago my 
family, like a lot of other 
families, decided that it 
would be fun to have a 
family reunion. With the 
encouragement of a couple 
of cousins, the plans got 
underway for the first Nel-
son family reunion. Thus, 
the first family reunion 
took place at a cousin’s 
place in Oregon. In two 
weeks the fifth such get-to-
gether will take place, and 
it is coming full circle back 
to Oregon at my sister’s 
home in The Dalles.

After that first reunion, 
we have convened every 
three years In South Da-
kota, Minnesota, and most 

recently at my home in 
Blooming Prairie. We have 
had turnouts of almost 50 
to approximately 25, and 
they all have had plenty of 
entertainment and person-
al reminiscences.

At that first reunion in 
Oregon we visited a space 
museum near Monmouth, in 
South Dakota, we took a tour 
of the former School for the 
Blind at Gary, and in Minne-
sota we took a river cruise 
on the St. Croix. A year ago, 
I was proud to show off the 
Spam Museum in Austin.

While all of these attrac-
tions were interesting, the 
remembered experiences 
of those attending aroused 
much more attention than 
the little side trips. To 
hear some of the stories 
the cousins would relate 
of their times growing up 
caused a lot of merriment, 
and some experiences 
never revealed before came 
slipping out inadvertently 
by accident.

Yes, approximately 40 
relatives will congregate at 
the Dalles, Ore., to renew 

BP 
Chamber 

Fundraiser
62 golfers take 
part in annual 

golf outing

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
This car from Krejci Ford was parked on the fifth green at the 
Blooming Prairie Country Club during the BP Chamber Golf 
Outing on Wednesday, July 17. Loretta Wurst and Carol Kirke-
bon were the hole in one watchers. Nobody made a hole in 
one to win the car. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
State Farm Insurance of Blooming Prairie sponsored the 
eighth hole in the BP Chamber Golf Outing on July 17. 
Shown from left are Judy Plemel and Bonnie Coughlin of 
State Farm and golfers Amanda Schiefert, Brooke Ericksen 
and Becky Farmer. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Finishing on No. 5 are these golfers in the Blooming Prairie Chamber of Commerce golf outing. From left to right are: Stacey 
Busho, Shawn Sundine, Kari Bottin, Jenny Cashman, Marcy Sundine and Rachel Klemmensen.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
This top foursome is ready to tee off in the Blooming Prairie Chamber of 
Commerce golf outing. From left are Ed Kvestad, Steve Dietrich, Dondi 
Stender and Eaton Miller.

SEE REUNION , B10 SEE HIGH TEMPS, B10

Outside
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: June 
30, 2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$134,564.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Traci A. 
Langstaff, a single person
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Advisors 
Mortgage, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on July 1, 2010 and 
memorialized upon Certificate 
of Title No. 17761 as Document 
Number T000066016 in the Of-
fice of the County Registrar of 
Titles of Steele County, Minne-
sota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. by assign-
ment recorded on March 20, 
2019 as Document Number 
T000077114 in the Office of 
the County Registrar of Titles of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 5, Block 1, 
Maplewood Terrace Townhous-
es No. 2, Owatonna, Minneso-
ta, Steele County, Minnesota.
REGISTERED PROPERTY
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 13 AUGUSTA 
PLACE, OWATONNA, MN 
55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Steele 
County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE: $118,693.01
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE ORIG-
INATOR: Advisors Mortgage, 
LLC
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 17-421-0105
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 
100199600012390478
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, or 
any part thereof, or, if the action 
or proceeding has been institut-
ed, that the same has been dis-
continued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered 
therein has been returned un-
satisfied, in whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property 
will be sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
August 20, 2019 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforce-
ment Center, 204 Pearl Street 
East, Owatonna, Minnesota.
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said mortgag-
or(s), their personal representa-
tives or assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mort-
gage is reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless the time 
for redemption is reduced by 
judicial order, you must vacate 
the premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
February 20, 2020.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESIDEN-
TIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGA-
TION ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: June 19, 2019

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:            	     /s/		
	
*N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(19-0454-FC01)

THIS IS A 
COMMUNICATION FROM A 

DEBT COLLECTOR.

6/26, 7/3, 7/10
 7/17, 7/24, 7/31

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-
INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the follow-
ing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
March 20, 2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$103,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Larry M. 
Jarvis, a single person
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FIL-
ING: Recorded on March 
25, 2008 and memorialized 
upon Certificate of Title No. 
15747 as Document Number 
T000062717 in the Office of 
the County Registrar of Titles 
of Steele County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: None.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: All that part 
of Lot 2 in Block 1 in Luedt-
ke Addition to the City of 
Owatonna described as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point 
in the line between said Lot 
2 and Lot 3 in said Block 1 
in the Westerly line of Maple 
Drive (formerly Larch street); 
thence Southerly along the 
Westerly line of said Maple 
Drive 7 feet; thence West-
erly parallel to and with the 
line between said Lots 2 and 
3 approximately 85 feet to a 
point in the center line of Ma-
ple Creek as shown by the 
plat on file; thence Northerly 
along the said center line of 
Maple Creek to the line be-
tween said Lots 2 and 3, and 
thence Easterly along the 
line between said Lots 2 and 
3, 86.19 feet to the place of 
beginning.
Also all of Lot 3 in Block 1 
in Luedtke Addition to the 
City of Owatonna, excepting 
therefrom the following: Be-
ginning at a point in the line 

between said Lot 3 and Lot 4 
in said Block 1 in the West-
erly line of Maple Drive (for-
merly Larch Street); thence 
Southerly along the Westerly 
line of said Maple Drive 12 
feet; thence Westerly parallel 
to and with the line between 
said Lots 3 and 4 approxi-
mately 107.62 feet to a point 
in the center line of Maple 
Creek as shown by the plat 
on file; thence Northerly 
along the said center line of 
Maple Creek to the line be-
tween said Lots 3 and 4; and 
thence Easterly along the 
line between said Lots 3 and 
4, 110.86 feet to the place of 
beginning.
All the above described real 
estate is conveyed subject to 
and together with all riparian 
rights 
.REGISTERED PROPERTY
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 510 MAPLE 
DRIVE, OWATONNA, MN 
55060-1967
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Steele 
County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $70,686.38
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 17-150-
0103
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt then 
remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, 
or, if the action or proceeding 
has been instituted, that the 
same has been discontinued, 
or that an execution upon the 
judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatis-
fied, in whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 3, 2019 at 10:00 
AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
Minnesota.
to pay the debt then secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if 
any actually paid by the mort-
gagee, on the premises and 
the costs and disbursements 
allowed by law.  The time al-
lowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives 
or assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
March 3, 2020.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY 
BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RES-
IDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 

ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: June 28, 2019
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:            	     /s/		
	

N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Michael van Muelken*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(19-0350-FC01)

THIS IS A 
COMMUNICATION FROM A 

DEBT COLLECTOR.

7/3, 7/10,  7/17,
7/24, 7/31, 8/7

Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Stonestreet character
  4. What part of (abbr.)
  7. 4th Caliph of Islam
  8. Boojum tree
 10. Ancient Irish people
 12. Civil Rights group
 13. Celery (Spanish)
 14. Ed Murrow’s network
 16. No (Scottish)
 17. Classic dramatic music
 19. Former OSS
 20. Oven for ceramics
 21. The Palmetto State
 25. Rapid bustling move-
ment
 26. Mauna ___,  volcano
 27. Ridge of wind-blown 
sand
 29. Brilliantly executed 
action
 30. Alias
 31. Head of a large com-
pany
 32. Bill Nye
 39. Sources of otaheite 
starch
 41. Small amount
 42. A flat or level surface
 43. European cave salaman-
der
 44. Nickname for Robert
 45. Syrian tablets from 
3000 B.C.
 46. Lasso
 48. Fabrics of camel or 
goats
 49. Old name for an area in 

Turkey
 50. Shock therapy
 51. UC Berkeley nickname
 52. Partridge Family’s Susan
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Cocoa beans
  2. N.W. Syrian city

  3. Environmental condition
  4. Actress Zadora
  5. Skulls
  6. Technology Information 
Center for Administrative 
Leadership (abbr.)
  8. Central Nervous System
  9. Not shut or closed

 11. Legal action for 
damages
 14. Data executive
 15. Hot air, trial or party
 18. Exclamation of 
surprise
 19. ___-magnon - early 
humans
 20. Crest of a hill
 22. Two deck rummy 
game
 23. Fruit drink suffix
 24. Informal debt instru-
ment
 27. Dashes
 28. Hawaiian guitar
 29. Singer ___ Lo Green
 31. Spanish hero El ___
 32. Prima ballerina Kar-
savina
 33. Taxi
 34. “You’re the Top” 
composer’s initials
 35. Colony founded by 
Xenophanes
 36. Talked
 37. Undo garment ties
 38. Exuberantly creative
 39. Meat from a pig (alt. 
sp.)
 40. About ilium
 44. Blat
 47. ‘__ death do us part

Sunday, July 28 • Holy Trinity Church
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. • Polka Mass 10 a.m. 

Lunch Served 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
in Church Basement

• Games for All Ages
• Thousands of Prizes

• LIVE MUSIC!
• Country Store

• Used-A-Bit Sale
• Silent Auctions

• Homemade Filled Biscuits
• Outdoor Food & Refreshment Stands All Day

www.litomysl.webs.com
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna, MN

LITOMYSL
Summer 
Festival

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA

June 17, 2019

A regular school board meeting 
of the School Board of Inde-
pendent School District #756, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, 
was held in the High School 
Media Center at 7:15 p.m. 
(Open Forum at 7:00 p.m.).

OPEN FORUM – Patrick Gor-
don, Executive Director of 
ZED, shared information re-
garding their upcoming build-
ing project.
I. CALL TO ORDER –CHAIR-
PERSON
II.PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL - CLERK 	
Rodney Krell, Kelly Braat-
en, Pam Hameister, Dean 
Meshke, Jenny Thurnau, Jon 
Sunde, Steve Ille
ALSO PRESENT:	 	
Superintendent of Schools, 
High School Principal, 
Associate Principal, Elementa-
ry School Principal, 
Member of the Press
MEMBERS ABSENT:	
None
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Kelly Braaten to 
approve the agenda as pre-
sented with 
the addition of the June payroll 
amount and preliminary FY 19 
budget information.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
V. PRINCIPAL REPORTS
Principal reports given by Mr. 
Staloch, Mr. Worke, and Ms. 
Mach. 
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD 
ACTION IS REQUESTED
A. Minutes, Bills, Treasurer’s 
Report, Resignations, Dona-
tions
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Jenny Thurnau 
to approve the following items.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
* minutes from the May 16, 
2019 regular school board 
work session and May 20, 
2019 regular school board 
meeting
* June bills in the amount of 
$213,788.09; May handwrit-
ten checks in the amount of 
$25,462.51; and June payroll 
in the amount of $1,406,687.72
* Treasurer’s report as present-
ed with no transfers between 
financial institutions since De-
cember 18, 2018 
* budget year-to-date compari-
son for 2017-18 to 2018-19 
* resignation from Cory Hen-
drickson as assistant track 
coach at the end of the 2018-
19 season 
* resignation from Chelsea Van 
Roekel as third grade teacher 
and head track coach effective 

June 4, 2019
* resignation from Tyler Krek-
ling as physical education 
teacher/coach effective June 
10, 2019 
* resignation from Jenna Vol-
garino as the assistant volley-
ball coach effective June 12, 
2019
* no personal donations in ex-
cess of $1,000.00 have been 
received within the last month 
requiring formal acknowledg-
ment
B. Reassignments
Motion by Jon Sunde and sec-
onded by Steve Ille to approve 
reassignments of the 
following persons starting with 
the 2019-20 school year.  Mo-
tion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay) 	
Stacy Magnus will change from 
part-time speech clinician/part-
time special education coordi-
nator to full-time special edu-
cation coordinator
Ann Stephenson will return to 
the special education class-
room full-time from being part-
time special education teacher/
part-time special education co-
ordinator
Heather Schiller will return to a 
first grade classroom from kin-
dergarten 
Rhea Carlson will change from 
an ECSE teacher to a kinder-
garten teacher with the im-
plementation of the “Bridges” 
program
Andrew Hardecopf will replace 
Justin Kiehne as an interven-
tionist 
Justin Kiehne will replace 
Andrew Hardecopf as a fifth 
grade teacher
C. Employment
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve the employment of 
Sara Reinke as an assistant 
academic triathalon coach for 
the 2019-20 school year.  Mo-
tion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
D. Community Education Di-
rector
With the retirement of Superin-
tendent Olson, we do not have 
a licensed “Community Educa-
tion Director” on staff.  Accord-
ing to MASA and State Statute 
124Dd.19, a district may apply 
to use an individual that is not 
licensed as a community edu-
cation director when a district 
has a total population of 6,000 
or less and identifies an em-
ployee who holds a valid su-
perintendent license under MN 
Rules, Chapter 3512, to serve 
as director of community edu-
cation. 
Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Dean Meshke to 
approve Christopher Staloch 
as the district’s community ed-
ucation director effective July 
1, 2019, which is the date that 
he becomes superintendent of 
schools.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
E. Volunteer Coaches
No additional volunteer coach-
es at this time.
F. Maternity /Family Leaves
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve a staff member for a 
maternity/family leave through 
approximately October 11, 
2019.  Motion carried.  (7 Aye/
0 Nay)
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove a staff member for a 
maternity/family leave for ap-
proximately twelve weeks with 
a start date of approximately 
November 25, 2019.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
G. Kindergarten Sections
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Dean Meshke 
to approve four sections of 
kindergarten for the 2019-20 
school year which includes the 
introduction of the “Bridges” 
program.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
H. Preliminary Budget 2019-
20

Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove a preliminary budget for 
2019-20.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
I.Designation of the Identi-
fied Official with Authority 
(IOwA)
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Jon Sunde to 
approve Christopher Michael 
Staloch as the designated 
IOwA (Identified Official with 
Authority) effective July 1, 
2019.  The IOwA is to be cer-
tified annually by the School 
Board.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
J. Election Process
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove a resolution providing 
that school board general 
elections held after 2017 shall 
be held in the even-numbered 
years; establishing a transition 
plan.  Motion carried.  (Roll Call 
Vote:  6 Aye:  Rodney Krell, 
Kelly Braaten, Pam Hameister, 
Dean Meshke, Jenny Thurnau, 
and Steve Ille;  0 Nay; and 1 
Absention:  Jon Sunde)
K. District Audit FY 19
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve CliftonLarsonAllen 
as the audit firm to conduct the 
district’s fiscal year 2019 audit.  
The fee will remain the same 
as for fiscal year 2018.  The 
audit will tentatively begin on 
approximately August 19, 2019 
or other agreed upon date.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
VII.	  ITEMS OF INFOR-
MATION AND/OR DISCUS-
SION ONLY
A. Committee Reports	
A report update was given on 
the following committees:  Ed-
ucation Foundation, Negotia-
tions, Steele County Collabo-
rative, Wellness, and ZED
B. Enrollment Data
Enrollment for the 2018-19 
school year as of May 31, 
2019, was 414 at the elemen-
tary school (grades K-6) and 
336 at the high school (grades 
7-12) (331 attending BPHS 
and 5 attending PSEO).  The 
PSEO number consists of 3 
seniors and 2 juniors with at-
tendance being full-time.
C. Dates to Note  
The Board noted dates of im-
portance.  
VIII. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS
1. Mr. Olson thanked the com-
munity and school boards. 
2. The Board thanked Mr. Ol-
son for his dedicated service.
3. Thank you’s were acknowl-
edged from retiring staff mem-
bers.
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Jon Sunde and sec-
onded by Steve Ille to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
Tentatively, the next Regular 
School Board Work Session 
will be held on Thursday,  
July 11, 2019, at 6:00 a.m. in 
the Board Room at the High 
School.  Tentatively, 
the next regular meeting 
of the School Board will be 
Monday, July 15, 2019, at 
7:15 p.m. in the High School 
Media Center (Open Forum 
begins at 7:00 p.m.).
A complete copy of the offi-
cial minutes may be found 
in their entirety in the offi-
cial minute book located in 
the superintendent’s office 
at the high school; howev-
er, they will not be available 
until approved by the School 
Board.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota	
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Place your 
employment ads 

with us. 
Call 

507-319-1549 
and 

ask for Annie

Find us on 
Facebook

Find us on 
Facebook

Every Week in the
DODGE COUNTY

DODGE COUNTY

CARE GIVER NEEDED 
FOR ADULT FOSTER 
CARE. Flexible work 
schedule. If interested 
please call (507) 268-
8111 (wk. 32 pd) FIELD ROCKS FOR 

SALE, $25 per load, South 
of Kasson, You load.  Call 
507-273-9678 (pd 29-40)
FIELD ROCKS FOR 
SALE, $25 per load, 
South of Kasson, You 
load.  Call 507-273-9678 
(pd 30-41)

HOT JOBS

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

LOST & FOUND

2 DB ~ CLAREMONT 
Open August! Rent 
from $555 p/mo + heat 
& elec. Month to month 
leases and deposit pay 
plans.  507-398-6027 
or 507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net  tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing 
Opportunity (29,30,31,32 
chg)
1 BD ~ MANTORVILLE  
Open July! Rent from 
$480 p/mo + elec. Month 
to month leases & no 
pets. 507-398-6027 or 
507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net  tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing 
Opportunity (29,30,31,32 
chg)
1 BD ~ KASSON Open 
August! Smoke free apt 
for 62+ or disabled per-
sons. Month to month 
leases & deposit payment 
plans.  507-398-6027 
or 507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net  tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing 
Opportunity (29,30,31,32 
chg)
2 BD TOWNHOMES ~ 
DODGE CENTER Open 
September! $1010 p/mo 
+ heat & elec. Smoke free 
two story homes with 1 ½ 
baths, W&D, central air, 
single stall attached ga-

KASSON 303 4TH ST 
SW July 25-26 9am-to 
5pm and July 27 9am 
-12pm   Fabric, buttons, 
jewelry, Corelle dish-
es, collectable Fenton, 
2 wooden chests, Coke 

PIANOS, DIGITAL PIA-
NOS, Rodgers Church Or-
gans - New, Used, Sales & 
Service - Call DEWEY KRU-
GER MUSIC, Northwood, 
Iowa, 800-933-5830, dew-
eykrugermusic.com  
JOHN DEERE 4430 
TRACTOR WITH 5560 
hours, 1 owner. John Deere 

VERY FRIENDLY “PET” 
HEN/CHICKEN found 
at 208 East Main Street 
Dodge Center. Shortly 

FOR RENT

CALEB’S PET SITTING, 
Cats and Dogs, please 
call me at 507- 634 -7907. 
 33tfc       
SAMANTHA UPHAM’S 
BABYSITTING/NANNY 
services  I’m a 15-year-
old honors student enter-
ing my sophomore year 
at Kasson High School.  
I have babysitting expe-
rience and have been 
through a class specific 
for caring for young chil-
dren. I am best suited to 
care for toddlers through 
young teens. Available 7 
days a week and can be 
very flexible with times. I 
will ensure a summer full 
of fun! (references upon 
request) 507-358-3415  
27tfn
NICK’S LAWN MOW-
ING SERVICE  50% OFF 
FIRST MOWING WITH 
A CONTRACT FOR 1 
YEAR. Weekly or vaca-
tion, residential or com-
mercial, yard cleanup, 
mowing and trimming, 
satisfaction guaranteed 
10 years experience. Free 
estimates. Please call 
507-696-3849 and leave 
a message. Tfn
BRIANNA’S LAWN 
CARE SERVICES Mow-
ing, trimming, complete 
yard cleanup.  Weekly or 
on call. Satisfacton guar-
anteed Free estimates. 
Call 507-421-7945
WANTED LAWN MOW-
ING jobs please call 635-
6658 to set up a time. 
Quality service at a rate 
you can afford!

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

GARAGE 
SALES

BARGAIN 
HUNTERS

Dear Motor Medics,
I am a loyal Hoody from Canada listening to your 
car-talk show every chance I get. My car is a 2004 
Chrysler 300M with 80,000 miles, that I bought 
last year. Since I didn't know the car's service 
history I decided to have the transmission �uid 
and �lter changed as you have talked about on 
your radio show. Listening to you talk I have 
learned that this only replaces some of the �uid 
therefore I would like to take my car in to have a 
complete transmission �ush done where they will 
replace all the �uid. Would you say that this is 
advisable to do at the current mileage?

Thank you Lawrence in Canada

Dear Lawrence,
This is one of the most frequent questions we get 
about cars on our radio show. With this model if it 
hasn’t been done it’s a good idea to �ush your 
transmission instead of just dropping the pan and 
changing the �lter and whatever �uid comes out. 
Removing just the pan to drain the transmission will 
only result in about 5 quarts out of 15 or so being 
changed, or roughly 1/3rd of the capacity. That 
would be like changing only 2 quarts of engine oil 
each change instead of draining the entire engine. 
The contaminated �uid will eventually lead to a 
buildup of deposits on the valves and eventual 
slipping of the transmission. For a complete �ush 
we recommend adding a cleaner to the 
transmission then operating through all of the gears 
and then �ush it. Once �ushed add a conditioner 
and you should be set. Most facilities with a �ush 
service should have this option available.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics, 
I enjoy your car-talk show and columns very 
much. I have a 1999 Chevrolet pickup with a V8 
and 4wd. I feel I get lousy combined city highway 
mileage, at last check it was 14mpg. I have heard 
you advertise a cleaner that might improve gas 
mileage. I am wondering if it would clog the fuel 
�lter since I have never used it and since I don’t 
know what junk could be in the system now. Do 
the tank or lines need to be �ushed �rst? Do I just 
pour it in the tank and go? How often should I use 
it? Thanks so very much.

Thank you, Jeanne in South Dakota

Dear Jeanne, 
The cleaning we mention on the radio show is 
what’s commonly referred to as fuel system or 
induction system cleaning. When a cleaning is 
properly performed it will clean the intake, injectors, 
and combustion chambers of the engine bringing 
back its ability to run e�ciently. Carbon deposits in 
the engine rob its e�ciency and this leads to lost 
mileage and power. You do not need to replace the 
�lter to do this or clean the tank as this is not a pour 
in product. The pour in products are good in 
between cleanings but cannot clean as well as the 
professional system. Your mileage compares with 
many other vehicles like yours so at this time 
cleaning the system may not gain you much in the 
way of mileage if any.

Take care, the Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP 

AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES 
BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at 
underthehoodshow.com

Syndicated
Newspaper
Column

ASK THE MOTOR 
MEDICS®

By Shannon Nordstrom
And Russ Evans

Advertise to 
30,000 people 

in Dodge County 
and Byron

ONLY $40 
a month for 
ONE YEAR 

commitment

OR ONLY $50 
a month for 

SIX MONTHS 
commitment

Weekly 
Email Blast

and
Facebook post

This section 
will appear in the 

Dodge County  
Advantage every 

week

Contact Blair at
507-884-5917

blairdci@kmtel.com

(Salesperson)

Date(Advertiser)

Date

rages & large yards.  One 
year leases & no pets. 
507-451-8524 or www.life-
styleinc.net tdd 507-451-
0704 EHO (29,30,31,32 
chg)
HAYFIELD- FOR RENT 
- Great Western Apart-
ments. Large 1 & 2 bed-
room apartments, in-
cludes all utilities, laundry 
onsite. Available NOW. 
Must have proof of em-
ployment, Call (507) 796-
0152 or (701) 330-9788 
(31,32,33 chg)
DODGE CENTER 
APARTMENT for rent 2 
bedroom includes heat, 
water, trash, on-site laun-
dry, and off-street parking. 
Available August 1st $615/
month. Call George if in-
terested at 507-269-9870 
(31,32,33chg)

➧Resident Assistant
• PT 7 a.m. - 11 a.m.
• FT & PT 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.
• FT  10 p.m. - 6 a.m.
➧Dining Assistant
• PT 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• PT 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
➧Cook
• FT 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Apply at: 800 5th Ave. NW, Kasson, MN • EOE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

STUDENT 

Email or drop off 
your student ads to the Dodge County Independent

121 W. Main Street, Kasson
dci@kmtel.com

FREE
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CLASSIFIEDS

8285R Tractor with 135 
hours and a John Deere 
980 30’ Field Cultivator. 
Excellent shape. Retired 
Farmer. Call 641-425-9300
DR POWER GRADER 60” 
with leveling drag. New-in 
grate, never assembled. 
$1400 new, will take $1100  
Please call 507-272-8738

appeared after all the 
“Flood Excitement”.  Call 
Roger at 507-491-6187

Keith Johnson
Construction, Inc.

& Affiliates

Position Description:
• Data entry of invoices
• Ability to process high volume entries
• Code invoices to the correct general ledger account
• Interact with vendors via email and phone
• Accurately and timely processing
   and payment of vendor invoices
• Maximize vendor cash discounts  
• Balance vendor statements to accounts payable  
• Update various Excel spreadsheets
• Perform weekly check run
• Maintain vendor �les, including accounts
   payable, exemption certi�cates,
   credit applications, and other correspondence
• Back up other accounting/o�ce sta� as needed
• Perform general o�ce duties such as answering
   phones, greeting customers, and up-keep of o�ce
• Other duties as assigned

Quali�cations:
• Bachelors Degree preferred – 2 year degree required
  as well as 2 years of experience
• One year of accounts payable experience is preferred
• Communicate e�ectively with others -
   Strong written and verbal skills
• Ability to work independently, as well as,
   in a team environment
• Ability to multi-task in multiple company environment
• Excellent attention to details, problem solving and follow-up
• Strong typing/data entry skills
• Intermediate level of skill with Microso� O�ce
   skills including Excel, Word and Outlook
• Sage 50 Quantum experience preferred
• 1099 knowledge preferred

Education and experience will be considered
when job o�er is extended.

**Part-time applicants will be considered

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

Blooming Prairie, MN

Send resume to jodi@thejohnsonoffice.com

Cola refrigerator, house-
hold-Too Much to List! 
Must Go!(pd 32)
CLAREMONT 219 E ST 
N LOT 213  Friday Aug 
2, 8-4 Sat Aug 3rd 8-3 
Multi-Family rummage 
sale. Bar stools, dress-
ers, lawn mowers, Name 
Brand Clothing from 
baby to plus size.  Baby 
bedding, k-size sheets. 
Too many items to list. 
(pd 32,33)
57302 STATE HWY 56 
(1.5 miles South of WC) 
Friday (7/26) 8 – 4p.m. 
& Saturday (7/27) 8:30 
- 3p.m. Sofa section-
al, End tables, Table & 
chairs, Coach purses, 
Double seat tow behind 
bike trailer, Hub-style 

Hairdresser Needed 
for Assisted Living

Salon Manager’s License Required
Run your own business; 1-2days/week

Call Laura for more info 634-9500

Apply at: 800 5th Ave. NW, Kasson, MN • EOE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

fish house, Flip-over fish 
house, Step 2 play kitch-
en, Mathews Reezen 
6.5 compound bow with 
case & arrows, Infant 
– adult clothing (exc. 
cond), Toys, Household 
items, Tons of Misc.

REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD WORK SESSION

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA

June 13, 2019

A regular school board work 
session was held at 6:00 
a.m. on Thursday, June 13, 
2019, in the Board Room at 
the High School.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Rodney Krell, Kelly Braat-
en, Pam Hameister, Dean 
Meshke, Jenny Thurnau, 
Jon Sunde, Steve Ille

MEMBERS ABSENT:	
None
			 
ALSO PRESENT:	
Superintendent of Schools, 
Elementary School Principal

DISCUSSION ITEMS:	
General review and discus-
sion was held on agenda 
items for the June 17, 2019, 
regular school board meet-
ing.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister	
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
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Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431

NOTICE
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Gold Sponsors
Fareway  •  Legacy Signs  •  Farmers Insurance/Beth Hortop Agency  •  RE/MAX Venture  •  Kottke Jewelers
Torey's   •  Central Park Framing & Finds  •  Owatonna Shoe  •  Hat Chic  •  KOWZ/KRUE  •  KRFO/Kat Kountry

Steele County Times  •  Owatonna People's Press

Used Guitars
Starting at

on Amps, Speakers,
and Band
Instruments

Look for
In-Store Green
Tag Specials

$25

tonemusic1990@gmail.com

114 N. Cedar, Owatonna

507-444-5196

Used
Starting

SALES

Owatonna

20%
OFF

UKULELES Starting at
50¢

Used CDs and
Vinyl Records

507-451-5196

BP American Legion Auxiliary

FLOWER SHOW & LUNCHEON

Thursday, Aug. 1
BP Servicemen’s Club-

Liberty Room

8:30-10:30 a.m.- Entry Registration
11:30-1 p.m.- Luncheon $10 per person
12-12:30 p.m.- Winning entries awarded

All proceeds benefit BP American Legion Auxiliary

Exhibit info available in 
Blooming Prairie at Prairie 
Home, The Bakery, U.S. Bank, 
Farmers & Merchants Bank and 
Vandal’s Family MarketAll adults and children are welcome!

acquaintances and ex-
change interesting reflec-
tions on an earlier, less 
hectic time. My only regret 
is that, although I am now 
the patriarch of this family, 
I have made the difficult de-
cision not to make the trip. 

In my present health, I 
would be a real burden on 
the family members who 
have promised to help me, 
plus a three plus hour plane 
ride just doesn’t seem very 
wise. I will have plenty of my 
immediate family members 
who are planning to attend 
represent me in fine fashion. 
I will be there in spirit.

All in all, I think family 
reunions are excellent op-
portunities to see relatives 
and renew old acquain-
tances, sometimes after a 
separation of many years. 
I know I am delighted 
that we established such a 
tradition, and I hope that 
it continues time after time.

PLENTY GOING ON
Even in this time of sum-

mer doldrums, plenty of 
activity can be found in the 

community. Last week the 
Blooming Prairie Chamber 
of Commerce sponsored 
its annual Golf Fun Day. 
From all reports, it was a 
resounding success.  

A hot day didn’t stop a 
large contingent of golfers 
from enjoying a day out on 
the golf course and a deli-
cious meal at the end of the 
day. The new Ford is still 
safely at the car dealer, as 
the hole-in-one prize went 
unclaimed for another 
year, but plenty of enter-
tainment made the day a 
welcome respite from the 
usual grind of business.

This event is one of the 
major fundraising activi-
ties of the chamber, and the 
organization is grateful for 
the support the community 
provides. Already plans 
are underway for the event 
next year, which will be 
on July 15. Some new and 
different attractions will be 
offered at that time.

Last Saturday the 
Servicemen’s Club spon-
sored anther melodrama. 
I believe this marked 

the third or fourth such 
presentation, and it also 
greatly entertained a large 
audience, it is always fun 
to watch our neighbors and 
friends throw themselves 
into roles far different from 
their usual character, and 
it seems to work each time.

And last Saturday the 
annual BOB Ride for a 
Cause took place and raised 
a substantial amount of 
money for the Toys for Tots 
campaign. It is easy to see 
why this community has a 
well-earned reputation as 
one that des more than its 
share of worthwhile and 
charitable projects. Resi-
dents can take a good deal 
of pride in that reputation.

With Mother Nature con-
tinuing to inundate us with 
rain, seemingly every other 
day, farmers will have a 
tough time with crops this 
growing season. All we 
can do is hope that Mother 
Nature turns off the faucets 
and let the crops grow and 
mature. Enjoy the summer, 
hot though it may be, and 
we’ll talk again.

front row and led flag to 
flag for the win.  

The Action Builders 
USRA B Mods ran 20 laps 
of caution free action in 
their feature but that was 
after two first lap cautions 
slowed the start of the race. 
Kadden Kath of Owatonna 
started outside of Noah 
Grinstead of Austin on 
the front row and the two 
stayed side by side the first 
lap before Kath cleared 
Grinstead and set sail to 
his third feature win of the 
year. It was also a sweep 
for Kath on the night as he 
also had a heat win.   

A first time visitor to 
the track led the way in the 
WISSOTA Midwest Modi-
fied Class. Calvin Iverson of 
Eleva, Wis., scored a pair of 
wins as he swept the class 
on the night.  He and Kylie 
Kath of Owatonna went 
back and forth the first cou-
ple laps with Kath leading 
lap one.  Iverson came out 

of row two to challenge the 
front row starter on the 
start setting his car to the 
inside of Kath.  

The Y Waste WISSOTA 
Hornets worked through 
a couple of quickie cau-
tions to wrap up the night. 
Aaron Reimers of Prior 
Lake led for much of the 
race. Dan Knish of Kilken-
ny passed him for the 
lead a hand full of laps in 
but mechanical problems 
dropped him from the top 
spot and gave it back to 
Reimers.  

Temperatures are fore-
cast to be a little more rea-
sonable when next Friday 
Night comes around. It will 
be the Mini Mods week off 
next week so the track will 
be featuring its main six 
classes with the first green 
flag scheduled for 7:15 p.m. 
as the 63rd Anniversary 
Season rolls on.

The track also an-
nounced the rain date 

schedule for the Dodge 
County Fair Race at 
Kasson that was rained 
out following four heat 
races. The track, along 
with the Dodge County 
Fair Board, was attempt-
ing to bring racing back 
to the track for the first 
time in two years. Race 
time on Sunday, Aug. 4 
in Kasson will be 6 p.m., 
and the program will 
start over from square 
one. None of the heats that 
were run Thursday Night 
will stand. Drivers will 
redraw as they sign back 
in at the draw shack. With 
it being a full restart, any 
drivers who were not on 
hand Thursday can still 
enter. Draw cutoff will be 
at 5 p.m. with Hot Laps 
at 5:45 p.m., following the 
pit meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday night’s ticket 
stubs and wrist bands  
will be honored for admis-
sion. 

HIGH TEMPS: heat things up at Chateau  FROM B7

THIS FAMILY: reunion won’t include me  FROM B7
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