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BP ADVANCES  
TO STATE FINALS
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

For the first time in the 
school’s history, Blooming 
Prairie will be playing in 
a state football champion-
ship.

The Blossoms delivered 
a cake walk over Ada-
Borup 41-0 in Saturday’s 
semi-final playoff game 
at U.S. Bank Stadium in 
Minneapolis to qualify for 
the state title game on Nov. 
29. Blooming Prairie will 

take on top-ranked BOLD 
to determine the state 
champion.

Blooming Prairie will 
likely have revenge on their 
minds against BOLD, which 
is the team that knocked 
the Blossoms out of state 
semi-finals last year.

“After the loss last year, 
we definitely had a chip 
on our shoulder,” senior 
Matthew Pryor confessed 
following Saturday’s victo-
ry. “That’s what pushed us 
through this whole off-sea-

son. That’s been our target 
at the end.”

Coach Chad Gimbel 
credited the Blossoms’ 
defensive effort for shut-
ting down Ada-Borup and 
holding them scoreless. 
“The defense really con-
trolled the game,” Gimbel 
said. Asked if this was the 
most complete defensive 
effort this season by the 
Blossoms, Gimbel replied: 
“We’ve been very strong 

BP dedicates  
Vets Memorial

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

A dream came true on Veterans Day 2019, Mon-
day, Nov. 11, in Blooming Prairie with the dedica-
tion of the Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial.

“It’s a pretty big day,” said Veterans Memorial 
Committee Chairman Tom Peterson, overcome 
with prideful emotion.

“This day has been a long time coming,” said 
Peterson as he addressed a crowd of over 300 who 
came to celebrate the dedication of the memorial.

Planning for the Memorial began in 2014 with a 
goal of $250,000 being set to build the Memorial.

It took just over five years to reach the initial goal 
but monies have kept rolling in and are dedicated 
for other work and maintenance planned for the 
Memorial.

Peterson said, even with the dedication complete 
on this Veterans Day, the work of building the 
Memorial is not done. He said more pavers will be 
placed on the Memorial. Murals are also planned 
for the Memorial and the parking area will be 
blacktopped.

“We, in Blooming Prairie, are dedicated to 
honoring our veterans,” Peterson said. Peterson’s 
comments of dedication came indoors after the 
American flag and POW flag were officially  
raised on the site of the Memorial.

A large crowd gathered at the Memorial to watch 
the flag raising, led by representatives of the five 
Blooming Prairie service organizations: American 
Legion Post 52 and Auxiliary, VFW Post 878 and 
Auxiliary and the Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 52.

Representing the service organizations were: 
American Legion, Commander Bruce Kubicek; 
American Legion Auxiliary, President Becky Noble; 
VFW Post 878, Commander Brian Hoveland; VFW 
Auxiliary, President Joyce Johns and Sons of the 
American Legion, Commander Joe Motl.

Peterson recognized the Blooming Prairie Vet-
erans Memorial Committee (The Committee of 7) 
consisting of Tom Peterson, Tom Walters, Ken Ver-

‘It’s a pretty big day’

Paper bags filled with Thanksgiving love at Trinity
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

Brown paper bags are lin-
ing up the donation center at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Owatonna, but they’re not 
just any bag. They are filled 
with love and generosity 
of donations as part of the 
church’s “Thanksgiving  
in a Bag” effort.

For the sixth year, Trin-
ity Lutheran is spreading 
holiday cheer by collecting 
Thanksgiving dinner for 
those less fortunate. The 
bags are filled with various 
items, including stuffing, 
vegetables, pumpkin pie 
filling, cranberries, gravy 

mix, broth and chex mix. In 
addition to the food items, 
each bag also includes a 
gift card to a local store  
for a turkey.

“The need for food assis-
tance continues to rise, while 
supplies continue to dwin-
dle,” said Elizabeth Malo, 
Trinity’s hospitality coordi-
nator. “There are many who 
could use a helping hand.”

The Thanksgiving 
project, Malo said, is a way 
for members of Trinity 
to express their gratitude 
by making sure families 
don’t have to go hungry on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Anthony Kasper, who 
was a teenager in 2014, start-

ed Thanksgiving in a Bag. 
“He came to us and said, ‘I 
want to do something that 
would help the hungry in 
Owatonna,’” recalls Tanyia 
Greseth, Trinity’s church 
administrator. “He had a 
real passion of reaching out 
and helping people,” she 
said. When he went off to 
college, his parents, Steve 
and Carol Kasper, kept the 
project going.

The campaign to fill the 
bags began in mid-October 
and continues until next 
Tuesday. Members fill the 
paper bag with a predeter-
mined list of groceries pro-
vided by the Steele County 
Food Shelf. Once the bags 

are dropped at church, they 
are delivered to the food 
shelf and will be distribut-
ed to area needy families. 
Trinity expects to collect 
around 125 bags valued at 
about $50 per bag.

“It’s so easy to do and so 
easy to follow,” Malo says. 
And, she added, it has such 
a big impact.

Malo said the generos-
ity of Trinity members is 
so exciting to see. “It has 
gotten to be such a tradi-
tion,” she said. “It’s a good 
reminder that not every-
one is fortunate to have a 
Thanksgiving dinner. It’s 
a good thing for kids to 
understand and share.”
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STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Excitement was evident at U.S. Bank Stadium Saturday from Blooming Prairie fans as they 
hollered, screamed, yelled, clapped and held signs as the Blossoms crushed Ada-Borup 41-0 
to advance to the state football championship, the first time in the school’s history. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
It was a BIG MOMENT as the American flag and POW flag were raised to signify the dedication of the 
Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2019. The eagle is flying as Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Doug Miner and other service organization members salute the moment.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Elizabeth Malo, hospitality coordinator at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Owatonna, is coordinating “Thanksgiving in a Bag” 
effort to bring Thanksgiving dinner to area needy families.
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Blossoms pride swells 
to all-time high

Football fever is running at an all-time high this week in Blooming Prairie.
On Saturday, the Awesome Blossoms made school history. For the first time 

ever, the football team cruised into the state championship title game by blasting 
past Ada-Borup 41-0.

Coach Chad Gimbel got a little emotional over the team’s success at a press con-
ference after the game Saturday afternoon. He is obviously super proud of his team 
led by captains Matthew Pryor, Jarrett Larson and Gabe Hagen. With tears welling 
up in his eyes, Gimbel said, “As a coach and a player that’s been through it for so 
many years to finally drag through and get that opportunity that’s a huge step for 
us and for our program and for our kids.”

It was energizing to see the fan’s excitement and emotions after the game at U.S. 
Bank Stadium. There were cheers of excitement, tears of joy, hugs to cherish the 
moment and Blossom mania to cover the entire complex.

The best part of this is that fans will be able to savor the excitement for at least 
two weeks as the state championship isn’t played until the day after Thanksgiving. 
The Blossoms have a well-deserved break this week to gear up for the state finals.

Throughout the season it has been exciting to watch the Blossoms on the field. 
Perhaps what’s most exciting about this team is that there is really no one player 
stealing the limelight. As captain Jarrett Larson pointed out after Saturday’s victo-
ry, “It was a total team effort.” And that can be used to describe the success of this 
Blossom team throughout the entire season.

Revenge is one thing that is sticking in the minds of the Blossoms as they pre-
pare for the state title game. Last year they lost to BOLD in the state semi-finals 
37-7, giving the Blossoms their only loss of the past two seasons. Let’s hope the 
Blossoms can bring home the school’s first ever state football championship by 
knocking down BOLD.

It’s time to see Blooming Prairie added to the list of state champions for football. 
It’s an honor that would be so well deserving of a group of talented athletes that has 
made Blooming Prairie swell with so much school pride this fall.

Go Awesome Blossoms!

Thanks for veterans coverage
To-the-Editor:
I just want to say thank you for the 

superb coverage you have given Squadron 
#52 – the Blooming Prairie Sons of the 
American Legion, the Committee of 7, and 
the Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial 
Corporation, for the last five years.

The Steele County Times has been 
our voice in reaching out to the Bloom-
ing Prairie and the surrounding com-
munities.

The Veterans Memorial Special 
Edition for Veterans Day was especial-
ly touching and poignant in helping us 
all to remember our Veterans.

Your support of the Blooming Prai-
rie Veterans Memorial is admirable.

Thank You for all you have done!

Tom Peterson
Blooming Prairie Veterans  

Memorial

Carpentry students at 
BPHS build storage shed

What’s going on behind 
closed doors at Blooming Prai-
rie High School?

It looks like they are build-
ing a house in the industrial 
arts area located on the south 
end of the high school.

No, it’s not a house; it’s an 
outdoor storage shed that 
Construction Technology class 
members are building.

The nine class members 
are directed by Bill (Rink) 
Rinkenberger, vocational ag-
riculture instructor and Future Farmers 
of America advisor. This shed represents 
the seventh structure that a Rinkenberger 
class has built.

Rinkenberger has seen membership in 
FFA grow from 12 members in 2003 to 54  
in 2019. That is quite a credit to his teach-
ing ability.

Rink also works as a farmhand in the 
Claremont area.

Two of the seven sheds were constructed 
for the Blooming Prairie Education Founda-
tion’s annual auctions. “There was a lot of 
interest in community members buying the 
shed the first year, but interest trailed off 
the second year,” Rinkenberger said.

The construction technology class has 
also built a storage shed for girls softball 
storage and one for Blossom football  
storage.

On this particular day, students were on 
scaffolding putting the structure together. 
Their project is to build a 16 by 12 foot wood-
en shed with a mini steel rollup door.

The shed is being built for a private party 
who pays the school a contracted price.

Rinkenberger says the students “really 
enjoy” working on this construction project.

In addition to developing building skills, 
the students utilize their math skills in shap-
ing a construction plan, Rinkenberger said. 
“The kids learn how to calculate figures for 
angles, feet and pitch of the building.”

The students are very involved and 
committed, Rinkeberger says. He some-

times gets involved, hands-on 
the project but at other times, 
he says he sits and watches the 
young carpenters.

Each student has a job, says 
Rinkenberger, for example two 
people are in charge of quality 
when building the shed’s walls.

“The kids love to come to 
class and they hate to leave 
when the bell rings,” Rinken-
berger remarked.

After the students have 
finished cleaning up their work 

area, they retire to the classroom where 
they are given a treat, two boxes of Girl 
Scout cookies.

It becomes a free-for-all as the class mem-
bers attempt to claim some cookies. “Each 
person gets two cookies,” Rinkeberger tells 
the students.

This class can lead some of the students 
toward a career path, Rinkenberger says.

Let’s remember the 
real warriors in the 
Hwy. 14 expansion

Over the past few 
weeks we have written 
several stories, editori-
als and columns about 
the Hwy. 14 expansion 
between Owatonna and 
Dodge Center finally 
getting underway after 
decades of political fight-
ing to find the funding.

At the groundbreaking 
a couple weeks ago most 
of the ceremony seemed 
to center on area politi-
cians whooping it up and 
taking credit for finally 
getting the bill passed. 
One senator flashed his 
own personalized license 
plate “Hwy 14” to the 
crowd while others passed 
around the champagne 
bottles with a “Hwy 14” 
sticker attached to them.

Much of our coverage 
has centered on politi-
cians taking all the credit 
for the expansion. It truly 
was a big celebration and 
well deserved. And, yes 
they deserve kudos, but…

While I’m not here 
to take anything away 
from what the lawmak-
ers accomplished, I can’t 
help but think about the 
families that have been 
affected by the horror 
and grief caused by 
Hwy. 14 over the years. 
In amongst the celebra-
tions by the lawmakers, 
I think the victims are 
kind of minimized and 
perhaps even at times 
forgotten about.

The troubled Hwy. 14 
roadway is, for obvious 
reasons, a very emotion-
al issue for many people. 

Beth Hodgman of West 
Concord is one of them. 
She lost her husband, 
Scott, in a crash in 2012.

It may be seven years 
ago since the crash 
claimed the life of the 
popular Dodge County 
businessman, but the 
pain is still real. After 
the groundbreaking, I ex-
changed a hug with Beth 
as our paths have crossed 
numerous times over 
the years in an effort to 
get people to understand 
what’s at stake with a 
roadway that has become 
known as the “Highway 
of Horrors.”

She acknowledged 
super excitement over the 
latest developments with 
Hwy. 14, but it doesn’t 
come without great pain. 
“It’s exciting, it’s emotion-
al, it’s been hard,” she 
said fighting back tears. 
“Scott’s death can’t be for 
nothing.”

As the Hwy. 14 project 
picks up steam and ma-
chines begin moving dirt 
over the next year, I hope 
people will never the hurt 
folks like Beth Hodgman 

continue to deal with on a 
daily basis. Survivors of 
Hwy. 14 crash victims are 
dealing with a lifetime 
sentence of heartache 
and incredible pain.

Hwy. 14 is getting 
taken care of because 
of fighters like Beth, 
not lawmakers seeking 
re-election every two or 
six years. Beth and others 
who achieve no political 
gain from this are the 
real heroes in the Hwy. 14 
expansion. I may step out 
on a limb with this, but I 
don’t think Hwy. 14 would 
have ever gotten done if it 
wasn’t for Beth. She spent 
endless hours battling at 
the State Capitol.

As she reminded me 
on the day of the ground-
breaking, she had a story 
and it was real. Losing a 
loved one is the ultimate 
price one can pay.

Don’t let the politicians 
fool you. They may know 
the strings to pull to get 
things done, but in the 
end it got accomplished 
because of survivors like 
Beth Hodgman. And for 
that we all need to be 
forever grateful.

I’m sorry that Beth 
and so many others are 
living a nightmare every 
day. It’s my hope, how-
ever, that you can take a 
little comfort in knowing 
your loss will help so 
many other people for 
decades to come.

There is no question 
that expanding Hwy. 14 
will go in hot pursuit of 
saving lives.

Reflections 
HOWARD LESTRUD

Hot Pursuit 
RICK BUSSLER

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A Construction Technology class member 
saws a piece of wood to be used for finishing 
construction of an outdoor storage shed at 
Blooming Prairie High School. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Young carpenters from the Construction Technology class work on building an outdoor storage 
shed at Blooming Prairie High School. Student workers use scaffolding to work on a section of 
the shed.
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Wine tasters 
attend  

pre-Holiday 
Dazzle

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

An estimated 80 per-
sons attended the annual 
Pre-Holiday Dazzle Wine 
Tasting Party on Thurs-
day, Nov. 7 at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Servicemen’s 
Club.

The event’s proceeds 
went to the Blooming 
Prairie Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Chamber member Nan-
cy Farr of J & H Liquors 
chaired the event.

Three wine reps par-
ticipated in the popular 
event. They were:

• Paustis Wine Co., 
Justin Esplan
• Phillips Wine Co., 
Willie Huebner
• Wine Merchants, 
Mark Weimer
Donating appetizers 

were: The Bakery, BP Cue 
Co./Pizza Cellar, Casey’s 
General Store, J & H 

Liquors, Johnson Doer-
hoefer & Miner, Krejci 
Ford, Prairie Family & 
Sports Chiropractic, BP 
Servicemen’s Club, US 
Bank, Vandal’s, Eunice 
Doocy, Monica Doocy and 
Becky Noble.

Mystery prizes were 
provided by B to Z Hard-
ware, BP Public Utilities 
& SMMPA, BP Chamber, 
Casey’s, Courtney Vermi-
lyea, Cutting Edge, Farm-

ers & Merchants Bank, 
J & H Liquors, Koster’s 
Car Korner, Krejci Ford, 
Main Street Dental, Pizza 
Cellar/Cue Co., Prairie 
Plumbing & Heating, 
Prairie Home Floral, 
Decor & Gift, Sportstitch, 
US Bank, Highway 218 Off 
Sale and Vandal’s.

Helpers were: Kathy 
Anderson, Taylor Farr, 
Karen Dording, Monica 
Doocy, Becky Noble, 
Jennifer Milton and Cheri 
Krejci.

Susan Smith 
wins local Voice 
of Democracy 

contest
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

Fourteen ninth graders 
from Blooming Prairie 
High School competed 
in the patriotic audio/
essay contest sponsored 
by VFW Post 878 and its 
auxiliary.

Susan Abigail Smith 
was judged the winner 
of the contest and will 
receive a $100 cash prize.

Chloe McCarthy was 
second, winning $75 and 
Abby Hefling placed 
third, earning $50.

Theme for this year’s 
contest was “What Makes 
America Great.”

Teacher Kurt Foster 
coordinated the contest 
with a class assignment.

Voice of Democra-
cy (VOD) is an annual 
nationwide scholarship 
program sponsored by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW). It is an audio-es-
say contest for high school 
students in grades 9-12.

The program annually 
provides more than $2.3 
million in scholarships.

The Blooming Prairie 
VFW’s first-place win-
ner now advances to the 
district contest. Winner 
of the district contest 

goes to state and the state 
winner goes to the nation-
al where the first place 
finisher receives a $30,000 
scholarship.

The Voice of Democ-
racy Program began in 
1946 and was originally 
sponsored by the Nation-
al Association of Broad-
casters.

Initially, there were 
four winners selected, 
representing the North, 
South, East and West 
regions of the country. 
Each winner received a 
$500 savings bond and a 
wristwatch.

The second year of the 
program, a student by the 
name of Charles Kuralt, 
the late television news 
broadcaster and author, 
was one of the winners.

Historically, the Voice 
of Democracy theme 
(chosen by the VFW Com-
mander-in-Chief annual-
ly) is purposely kept broad 
in scope to allow the 
participant flexibility in 
interpretation, and thus, 
encourage originality.

Judges for the local 
contest were Roger 
Sorenson and Marilyn 
Witzel. Diane Nelson was 
chairperson of this year’s 
local contest.

Who is the 
SCROOGIEST 

of all?

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The hunt is on once 
again to name Ebenezer 
Scrooge for 2019 in Bloom-
ing Prairie.

Every Blooming Prairie 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce Holiday Dazzle 
features a Scrooge contest.

Becky Noble, executive 
director of the Chamber, 
announced the names 
of four candidates. They 
are Ken Behnken, Nelda 
Haberman, Jason Vorlicek 
and Terry Zwiener.

Money collection 
jars are located at four 
Blooming Prairie area 

businesses: Prairie Home 
Floral, Decor & Gifts, J & H 
Liquors, B to Z Hardware, 
BP Servicemen’s Club, Van-
dal’s, and the Pizza Cellar.

Take some money out 
of your wallet and place 
in the jar of the Scrooge 
you would like to see win 
the contest. Homecoming 
king Seth Peterson was last 
year’s winner.

Voting continues from 
now until Friday, Dec. 
6, the day of the Holiday 
Dazzle event.

Monies from the contest 
go to the Blooming Prairie 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce Christmas Light 
Fund.

They keep coming back at BP Library
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

A boomerang keeps 
coming back, and, so do 
Boomerang bags being 
created by Friends of the 
Library volunteers in 
Blooming Prairie as part of 
a Thrivent event.

Nine creative women 
got together last Wednes-
day, Nov. 13 to make some 
Boomerang bags. What 

are Boomerang bags any 
way? They are handcrafted 
cloth bags carrying many 
colorful designs.

Linda Christianson 
of Friends of the Library 
chaired the event and had 
eight other participants. 
Working on the project in 
the city council chambers 
were: Christianson, Judy 
Bishop, Marti Walters, 
Barb Blome, Carol Holman, 
Nancy Hansen, Nancy Vail-

lancourt, Catherine Lightly 
and Marilyn Severtsen.

The Boomerang bag 
concept was originated in 
Australia, says Christian-
son. Two young women 
wanted to eliminate plastic 
bags and replaced them 
with reusable bags.

Christianson bought the 
fabric with funds given by 
Thrivent. She acquired 22 
different designs.

Here’s a sampling of 

some of the patterns: books, 
dinosaurs, dog bones, 
construction equipment, 
unicorns, mermaids, Star 
Wars characters, Paris 
scene, hunting and fishing, 
baking, baseball, dogs and 
Day of the Dead.

Linda Klemmensen 
of Sportstitch, Blooming 
Prairie, provided red logo 
designs that will be sewn 
onto the bags.

The bags will be avail-

able at the BP Library. The 
first 25 youngsters receiving 
the bags will also receive a 
special gift inside, a t-shirt 
with a special design.

The goal is to make up to 
100 of these bags, Chris-
tianson said. “We have 
lots of good sewers,” she 
pointed to the busy sewing 
machines in action.

Austin and Faribault 
have both sponsored this 
project in hopes to elimi-

nate plastic bags.
To illustrate their ded-

ication, some volunteers 
took the fabric home and 
are completing the bags on 
their home turf.

“I’m so grateful for the 
Friends of the Library 
making this happen,” said 
Vaillancourt.

At the end of their first 
work day at the Blooming 
Prairie City Center, volun-
teers completed 12 bags.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
The Boomerang bag group members show some reusable bags they made at a recent work session at the Blooming Prairie 
City Center. Shown from left to right are: Barb Blome, Marti Walters, Carol Holman, Judy Bishop, Linda Christianson, Nancy 
Hansen and Catherine Lightly.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Barb Blome was one of several Friends of the Library 
members who gathered at the Blooming Prairie City Center 
recently to make Boomerang bags for youngsters who visit 
the BP Library.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
The Blooming Prairie VFW and Auxiliary again spon-
sored the Voice of Democracy Audio and Essay Contest. 
Three winners were selected. Shown from left are: Chloe 
McCarthy, second place; Susan Smith, first place and Abby 
Hefling, third place.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Suzie Pechacek and Kay Noble were big winners of prizes 
at the annual Holiday Dazzle Wine Tasting Party on Nov. 7 
at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen's Club.

KEN BEHNKEN

JASON VORLICEK

NELDA HABERMAN

TERRY ZWIENER

BP kicks off holidays 
with Scrooge contest
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COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Nov. 4 with Judge Joseph 
A. Bueltel presiding:
Jeffery A. Peltier, 40, St. 
Cloud, previously appeared 
and was convicted of 
felony possession or sale 
of stolen or counterfeit 
check. He was sentenced 
to $1,060.59 and 21 
months in St. Cloud State 
Prison.
Jeremy R. Trevino, 29, 
Ft. Worth, TX, previously 
appeared and was 
convicted of felony 
controlled substance 
crime. Trevino was 
sentenced to $131  
and 75 months in St. 
Cloud State Prison.
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors 
were heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Nov. 4 – 10:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mikayla J. Olson, 19, New 
Richland, speeding, $115.

MN STATE PATROL 
GOLDEN VALLEY

Denzell A. Walker, 29, 
Burnsville, speeding, $121.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Benjamin P. Acosta, 42, 
East St. Paul, no license, 
$181; Jose M. Arriga, 
47, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $281; Marcello 
Bermea III, 35, Owatonna, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $481; Tyler S. 
Breidel, 26, Rochester, no 
license, $181; Carter R. 
Bublitz, 18, Mason City, IA, 
no license and seat belt, 
$206; Gabriela Y. Castro 
Esquer, 23, Claremont, 
no license, $175; Said 
M. Farah, 32, St. Louis 
Park, owner allow illegal 
operation, $181; Mark A. 
Froemming, 52, New Ulm, 
seat belt, $106; Noe E. 
Hernandez Mendoza, 22, 
Chicago, IL, possession 
of marijuana, $125; Jose 
G. Hernandez Rosales, 
31, Hurst, TX, no license, 
$175; Gage M. Johnson, 21, 
Warsaw, speeding, $115; 
Tanner L. Kadrlik, 25, Hope, 
speeding, $135; Raymond 
J. Kubat, 74, Medford, seat 
belt, $106; Juanita E. List, 
50, Medford, speeding, 
$115; German Lopez, 
28, presence of alcohol, 
$375; Kiana R. Louks, 19, 
Owatonna, unsafe change 
of course and permit 
violation, $181; William 
B. Manke, 70, Mendota 

Heights, speeding, $115; 
Abraham D. Ryan, 26, 
Owatonna, illegal u-turn, 
$131; Mirrela I. Salas 
Medrano, 20, Mankato, 
permit violation, $131; Amy 
L. Scheeler, 34, Owatonna, 
hands free violation, $125; 
David J. Schnorenberg, 
37, Owatonna, window 
tint violation, $125; Prince 
K. Smith, 37, Rochester, 
speeding, $135; Braden 
J. Stork, 23, Claremont, 
seat belt, $106; Glenn 
A. Weidendorf, 31, Eden 
Prairie, speeding, $121.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Brandon D. Berg, 29, 
Owatonna, reckless 
driving, $181 and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; 
Douglas M. Blouin, 59, 
Ellendale, revoked license, 
$281; Shawn J. Brown, 33, 
Owatonna, possession of 
marijuana, $131; Maria L. 
Castellanos, 26, Owatonna, 
speeding, $85; Ralph E. 
Cowell, 66, Owatonna, 
littering, $175; Adam D. 
Edmunds, 27, Owatonna, 
window tint violation, 
$131; Lindsay K. Falvey, 
26, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; David N. Fournier, 
57, St. Paul, DWI, $375, 
2 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency 

evaluation, attend MADD 
impact panel and 1 
year of unsupervised 
probation; Aldo O. Garcia, 
49, Faribault, cancelled 
license, $281; Leason 
Hedson, 36, Owatonna, 
permit violation, $125; 
Dylan D. Hohenstein, 
21, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Ashley D. 
Hyde, 27, St. George, UT, 
invalid license, $181; Abby 
M. Koch, 22, Owatonna, 
open bottle, $175; Allen 
I. Mark, 24, Faribault, 
possession of marijuana 
and paraphernalia, $175; 
Sabrina R. Schmitz, 24, 
Owatonna, suspended 
license and no insurance, 
$475; Kimberly J. Schoultz, 
33, Owatonna, theft, $131; 
Casey C. Schueneman, 
38, Owatonna, stalking, 
$131, 117 days in county 
jail, no possession of 
firearms, no contact with 
victim, obtain permission 
to leave the state, maintain 
employment, mental health 
evaluation and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Alex 
D. Stewart, 33, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Travis T. 
Stigney, 33, Moorhead, 
damage to property, $818 
and 28 days in county jail; 
Rafael E. Villegas Curetty, 
42, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $281.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Paul A. Alberts, 42, Kasson, 
speeding, $215; Isaac R. 
Barr, 22, Marshall, MO, 
speeding, $115; Breanne 
M. Burich, 29, speeding, 
$141; Malik Q. Freeman, 23, 
Sun Prairie, WI, speeding, 
$115; Alberto Garza, 36, 
Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Justina Z. Gaye, 21, 
Des Moines, IA, speeding, 
$221; Jafar M. Kini, 34, Des 
Moines, IA, speeding, $115; 
Austin T. Kofstad, 16, New 
Richland, speeding, $125; 
John Long, 40, Waseca, 
possession of marijuana, 
$50, 1 day in county jail, 

maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state, 232 hours of 
community service and 
3 years of supervised 
probation; Derek J. Lysne, 
24, Owatonna, expired 
tabs, $105; Asmo N. 
Mahamed, 19, Owatonna, 
invalid license, $181; 
James M. Matson, 38, 
West Concord, speeding, 
$221; Terry L. Picha, 56, 
Blooming Prairie, speeding, 
$141; Gurmeet Singh, 36, 
Mason City, IA, speeding, 
$121; Janice E. Stafford, 
54, Austin, speeding and 
expired tabs, $151; Katrina 
M. Tillman, 39, Ellendale, 
permit violation, $125; 
Thomas J. Wencl, 46, Apple 
Valley, speeding, $121; 
Jessica M. Williams, 38, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Nov. 8
Fraud: Officer took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 
800 block of 18th St. SE at 
9:06 a.m.
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 600 
block of Cedar Ave. N. at 
2:14 p.m.
Shoplifting: At 9:59 p.m., 
a shoplifting incident 
occurred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W.
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic 
stop at Elm Ave. N. and 15th 
St. NE at 10:46 p.m.
Nov. 9
DWI: Police arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 
2:31 p.m.
Nov. 10
DWI: Police made DWI 
arrests in the 200 block of 
Allan Ave. SW at 12:08 a.m. 
and at Hoffman Dr. NW and 
Rose St. W. at 1:21 a.m.

Shoplifting: At 8:48 p.m., 
a shoplifting incident 
occurred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W.
Nov. 11
Arrest: Police responded 
to the 600 block of Hilltop 
Ave. SW at 10:50 a.m. after 
receiving a tip line call. They 
took a subject into custody.
Child Protection: Police 
received child protection 
reports from the 800 block 
of Elm Ave. N. at 3:03 p.m. 
and the 200 block of South 
St. E. at 3:04 p.m.
Shoplifting: Officer 
arrested a subject for 
shoplifting in the 2100 block 
of Bridge St. W. at 3:55 p.m.
Nov. 12
DWI: Officer arrested a 
motorist for drunk driving at 
46th St. NW and Frontage 
Rd. W. at 12:54 a.m.
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic 
stop at 26th St. NW and 4th 
Ave. NW at 2:14 a.m.
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
At 12:16 p.m., police arrested 
a subject for criminal sexual 
conduct in the 100 block of 
Allan Ave. SW.
Shoplifting: A shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 
300 block of Park Dr. NW 
at 2 p.m.
Arrest: Police assisted 
another agency with 
arresting a subject in the 
600 block of Cedar Ave. N. 
at 4:31 p.m.
Fire: Officers responded to 
a fire call in the 100 block of 
South St. E. at 11:54 p.m.
Nov. 13
Arrests: Police arrested 
motorists during traffic 
stops in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. at 12:01 
p.m., the 300 block of Pine 
Ave. NE at 1:54 p.m. and 
the 100 block of Vine St. 
W. at 1:58 p.m.
Nov. 14
Burglary: Police began a 
burglary investigation in the 
1800 block of Cedar Ave. S. 
at 8:46 a.m.
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 600 

BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT:  At 12:18 p.m., a hit and run accident resulting in property damage occurred in the 
1600 block of Cedar Ave. S.

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

SEE BLOTTER, A7

Man nabbed for 
child exploitation

Another 
case involving 
child exploita-
tion has a man 
facing serious 
felonies.

Zacharish 
Montgomery, 
34, of Roches-
ter, has been 
charged with 
attempted 
third degree 
criminal sexual conduct, 
engaging in electronic 
communications relating/
describing sexual conduct 
with a child and distribut-
ing electronic communi-
cation describing sexual 
conduct to a child.

Owatonna Police 
received the investigation 
from the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security last 
week. The case involves 
the social media site KIK 
and an adult attempting 
to engage in sexual con-
tact with a child.

According to 
police, Montgom-
ery reached out 
to a DHS agent 
who was posing 
undercover as a 
15-year-old girl 
and solicited 
the undercover 
agent for sex 
in Owatonna. 
Montgomery is 
also accused of 

exchanging a sexually 
explicit video of himself 
to the undercover agent.

Local detectives 
staked out the planned 
meeting spot in Owa-
tonna and quickly made 
the arrest when Mont-
gomery showed up. In 
an interview with police, 
Montgomery admitted 
that he planned to meet 
in Owatonna to have sex 
with a child.

Police made a similar 
arrest in late September in-
volving a 49-year-old man.

CRIME BRIEF 

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service

1.	 Anthony Galloway – DWI – no bail
2.	 Ezequiel Garcia – failure to register sex offender – no bail
3.	 Jose Garcia – revoked license - $3,000 bail
4.	 Jose Garcia – drugs – no bail
5.	 Alfredo Garza Jr. – no insurance, cancelled license - 	
	 $9,500 bail
6.	 Domach Gatluak – DWI – no bail

7.	 Zachary Gilliver – DWI – no bail
8.	 Conrad Ginter – DWI – no bail
9.	 James Gleason – hit and run - $500 bail
10.	 Mark Gomez – assault - $10,000 bail
11.	 Miguel Gomez – theft - $1,000 bail
12.	 Carlos Gonzalez Jr. – speeding, revoked license - $500 bail
13.	 Hiran Gonzalez – dishonored checks – no bail

14.	 Anthony Graham – theft - $1,000 bail
15.	 Sameria Graves – false name - $500 bail
16.	 Brandon Grunwald – DWI – no bail
17.	 Mercedez Guerrero – theft - $500 bail
18.	 Steven Gustafson – warrant - $2,000 bail
19.	 Ricio Guvrra – theft - $300 bail
20.	 Mark Hage – indecent exposure - $1,000 bail 

Police build awareness 
through Citizen’s Academy

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

Since 2013 the Owaton-
na Police Department has 
offered local residents the 
chance to learn more about 
the work they do each fall by 
offering a Citizen’s Academy.

“It’s an opportunity for 
us to meet with people who 
live and work in Owatonna 
and our ultimate goal is 
to help people understand 
the Owatonna Police 
Department and what we 
do,” Chief Keith Hiller ex-
plained. “We build commu-
nity awareness.”

The course runs for 
eight weeks. This year’s 
course began on Oct. 28. 
“They get a strong under-
standing of police opera-
tions and a comprehensive 
overview of different 
sections, including the de-
tective bureau, a day in the 
life of a judge, the SWAT 
team, and we cap it off 
with a class on gangs and 
drugs,” Hiller said.

Hiller said that they 
have received consistently 
positive feedback from 
those who participate in 
the program. “It’s just a 
wonderful opportunity for 
people to meet with police 
officers so they can make 
an informed opinion about 
our department and about 
our community,” he said.

One of this year’s partici-
pants, Kevin Gallagher, said 
that he had always wanted 
to take the course. “I’ve 
known about it and thought 
about it for a number of 
years and thought this is 
the year I would do it,” Gal-
lagher said. “I’m glad I did.”

Gallagher has both a son 
and son-in-law who work as 
police officers, and was ea-
ger to learn about the work 
they and others like them 
do. “It covers things that I 
think anybody should be 
interested in,” he said.

“The classes we’ve had 
so far have been incred-
ibly well-prepared and I 
don’t think that there’s 

any question that the next 
six weeks will be just as 
well-prepared and infor-
mative,” Gallagher opined. 
“It’s very interesting with 
good information.”

An important part of 
the program is bridging 
gaps between the depart-
ment and the community. 
“I think the information 
presented helps to instill a 

better understanding and 
a deeper appreciation for 
what these brave men and 
women do day-in and day-
out when they put on the 
uniform,” Gallagher said.

“We don’t always have 
the appreciation for the sit-
uations that these men and 
women are put in on a daily 
basis,” Gallagher added. “I 
know the OPD does a fan-
tastic job, and I recommend 
everyone to take advantage 
of this program.”

Chief Hiller echoed the 
sentiments of Gallagher, 
saying, “anytime you can 
have a program where peo-
ple can gain public knowl-
edge about the department 
and have an opportunity to 
gain understanding, it de-
velops a bond and provides 
a fun and open environ-
ment for learning.”

“I think sometimes 
people have the perception 
that the police department 
is something of a mythical 
entity or that it is separate 
from the community,” 
Hiller said. “We want to 
demonstrate that we are 
very much a part of the 
community and we are 
only successful because of 
our community.”

With such a great pro-
gram available for local 
residents, that understand-
ing is all the more apparent. 
“We care a great deal about 
the community, and we take 
great pride in taking care 
of their safety,” Hiller said. 
“I think they get to see that 
in our eyes and they have a 
very different understand-
ing of police and police ser-
vices when they participate 
in all eight weeks.”

Zacharish Mont-
gomery

PHOTO COURTESY OWATONNA POLICE
Local residents get the opportunity to learn more about the 
Owatonna Police Department and the work they do as part 
of the Citizen’s Academy. The program is offered every fall 
by the OPD and helps to build understanding and apprecia-
tion between the community and the department.

“We don’t always have the appreciation for the situations 
that these men and women are put in on a daily basis.”

Kevin Gallagher 
Citizens Academy Participant

Police probe second 
bomb threat

Police in Owatonna are 
investigating a second 
bomb threat.

On Nov. 7 at about 5 
p.m., officers responded to 
the Target store in Owa-
tonna for a bomb threat. 
Target management 
evacuated the store and 
officers assisted staff with 
a search of the building. 
The all clear was given 
within 30 minutes.

Officers also handled 
a bomb threat at Daiken 
Applied on Nov. 5 at 9 a.m. 
In that case, a suspicious 
device was located and 
had to be handled by the 
St. Paul Bomb Squad.

Anyone with informa-
tion related to the most 
recent bomb threat or the 
threat at Daikin is en-
couraged to call Owaton-
na Police at 507-774-7207.
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How to Know When 
an Older Parent Has 
a Gambling Problem

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m worried that my 76-year-old father has become 

addicted to gambling. He spends at least two days a week 
at an Indian casino about a half-hour’s drive from his 
house playing slot machines. What can I do?

Worried Daughter

Dear Worried,
Problem gambling among older adults is unfor-

tunately on the rise. Studies suggest that more than 
4 million Americans, age 65 and older, could have a 
gambling problem. The reasons behind this growing 
problem are because seniors have time and money on 
their hands and the influx of casinos that have cropped 
up around the country have made access to gambling 
much more convenient. Here’s what you should know, 
along with some tips and resources that can help your 
dad if he does indeed have a problem.

PROBLEM GAMBLING
For most older adults, gambling is simply a fun rec-

reational activity, but for those who become addicted to 
it, it can be a devastating disease that can financially 
wipe them out.

There are a number of reasons why seniors can be 
vulnerable to gambling problems. For starters, seniors 
are often catered to by casinos with free bus transpor-
tation, free drinks, discounted meals, special rewards 
and other prizes as a way to entice them.

In addition, many seniors use gambling as a way to 
distract or escape feelings of loneliness, depression or 
even a chronic health condition. Some may have finan-
cial problems they are seeking to overcome. And some 
may have cognitive impairment that interferes with 
their ability to make sound decisions.

Adding to the problem is that many seniors may 
not understand addiction, making them less likely to 
identify a gambling problem. Or they may be confused 
or embarrassed that they can’t control their urges to 
gamble and reluctant to seek help because they think 
that at their age, they should know better. And even if 
they recognize that they have a problem, they may not 
know that help is available or where to get it.

You should also know that while there are many 
gambling options for people to get hooked on today, ca-
sino slot machines are far and away the most popular 
among seniors. Slot machines are much more addictive 
then the old machines of yesteryear with spinning 
lemons, cherries and melons. Many of today’s slot 
machines offer intense sensory stimulation with large 
video screens, music and vibrating, ergonomic chairs.

GET HELP
How can you know if your dad has a gambling prob-

lem? Gamblers Anonymous offers a 20-question online 
test at GamblersAnonymous.org that he can take to help 
determine if he has a problem. In the meantime, here 
are some questions you can ask to help evaluate his 
situation.

• Is he preoccupied with gambling, constantly 
talking about it, or planning to gamble versus doing his 
normal activities?

• Is he gambling more and more money to get the 
same level of excitement?

• Is he using his retirement funds or other savings 
to gamble, or is he pawning or selling personal items to 
get money to gamble with?

• Has he lost control to the point that he can’t set a 
limit of time and money to spend in the casino, and 
stick to it?

• Does he become uncomfortable, angry or lie when 
you ask him about his gambling activities?

If your dad answers yes to any of these questions, he 
may have a problem. To find help contact the National 
Council on Problem Gambling (NCPgambling.org), a 
non-profit organization that operates a 24-hour na-
tional hotline at 800-522-4700. They can direct you to 
resources in your area, including counselors who have 
been trained through the National Certified Gambler 
Counseling Program.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit Savvy-
Senior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

Paulson re-elected chair of 761 Foundation
The 761 Foundation 

Board recently re-elected 
Bruce Paulson as chair of 
the philanthropic organi-
zation for the coming year. 
Also re-elected were: Jan 
Mittelstadt Tippett, vice 
chair; Greg Stroik, trea-
surer; and Mary Larson, 
secretary.

The Foundation is a 
501(c) (3) tax-exempt orga-
nization that administers 
scholarships and funds ed-
ucational opportunities and 
programs in Steele County 
not usually supported by 
tax dollars. It provides 
curriculum support for 
agriculture, language arts, 
math, science, social stud-

ies, music, art, and career 
and technical education, to 
name but a few areas.

Paulson, a retired vice 
president of Evapco and 
former president of King 
Company, has served on 
the 761 Foundation board 
since 2012. Tippett, a re-
tired newspaper publisher 
and editor, has served on 
the board since 2016. Lar-
son is a founding member 
of the Foundation board. 
She served on the Board of 
Education from 1971-1986. 
These three officers are 
all graduates of Owatonna 
High School.

Stroik has served as 
the treasurer of the board 
since its inception. He re-
tired as the CFO of Federat-
ed Insurance in 2013.

Other 761 Foundation 
Board members include: 
Mark Dietz, Samona 
Grubish, Paul Knutson, 
Mark Sebring, George Dow, 
Charlie Herrmann, Barba-
ra Judd and Sara McKay.

The Independent School 
District 761 Foundation 
has awarded nearly $3.5 
million for programs 
and scholarships since 
its inception. Its goal has 
been, and still is, to provide 
resources for programs not 
funded by tax dollars and 
to provide for post-second-
ary scholarships.

More information about 
the Foundation and its 
grants and programs may be 
found at 761foundation.com 
or by calling 507-444-8610.

Legacy Monument Sales
Leon & Lori Bohlman

Leon’s cell: 507-456-7864 • Lori’s cell: 507-456-3735
Email: landlbo@gmail.com

Low down payments & financing option available

We will meet with you in your home.  
Preserving Memories and Milestones that meant 

the most to you in your life because you mattered.

Written lifetime guarantee on all our granite monuments!
Always exceptional quality!

History from the News Archives
10 Years Ago

Nov. 24, 2009
RICK BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

The Awesome Blossoms had a hard-fought season 
come to an abrupt end at the Metrodome in Minneapo-
lis. The football team lost 49-26 to Minneota in the state 
playoffs and had to settle for a semi-final plaque.

Two people lost their lives and 21 were injured when 
a charter bus coming back from Diamond Joe’s Casi-
no crashed on Interstate 90 Nov. 18. Blooming Prairie 
EMTs were paged to assist at the crash scene. Three 
people were airlifted and the rest were taken to hospi-
tals in Austin and Albert Lea.

For every farmer in the Blooming Prairie area, it has 
been a tough go this year. An unusually cool summer 
made way for a wet and dreary October. The light at the 
end of the tunnel has come with the warm and sunny 
November we are experiencing.

20 Years Ago
Nov. 23, 1999

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

Post secondary option guidelines are on the books 
now, thanks to action taken by the Blooming Prairie 
School Board Nov. 15. Although it has been handled in 
the past, now there are written guidelines informing 
juniors and seniors options available and requirements 
expected of them. Administration recommended the 
policy for the board’s approval.

Alliance Bank has a new Blooming Prairie office. It 
will be located on the main floor of the Blooming Prairie 
Clinic building.

Thomas A. Kuntz, general manager of Owatonna 
Public Utilities, has been elected to a one-year term 
as president of Southern Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency. Richard D. Kittelson, general manager of  
utilities in Blooming Prairie, was elected vice  
president.

Kasey Kruckeberg of Blooming Prairie received a 
scholarship check from Dollars for Scholars. He is ma-
joring in fisheries management at Lake Superior State. 
He is the son of Kevin and Cheryl Kruckeberg.

50 Years Ago
Nov. 19, 1969

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, PUBLISHERS

“Christmas Sweepstake,” the pre-holiday promotion, 
will get underway in Blooming Prairie on Nov. 24, it was 
announced by the Civic Progress Club. This event is being 
held again this year after proving so successful in 1968.

James Poole, highly successful coach in the Blooming 
Prairie school system since 1958, has resigned as head 
basketball mentor and assistant track coach effective at 
the end of the current season.

The Blooming Prairie Garden Club elected new officers 
at its regular monthly meeting Nov. 17. Elected to serve 
during the coming year are Mrs. Frank Thissen, pres-
ident; Mrs. Ruth Gilmore, vice president; Mrs. Charles 
Holmes, Jr., secretary; Mrs. Hermine Haubenschild, 
treasurer; Mrs. Grace Morgen, Sunshine committee and 
Mrs. Gladys Srsen, publicity.

75 Years Ago
Nov. 23, 1944

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

St. Columbanus Catholic Church in Blooming Prairie 
has a new pastor. Rev. Father S.E. Mulchay of Windom is 
set to take charge of the parish. He has been at Windom 
since June 1939.

A War Department telegram from Washington, D.C. 
was received Monday bearing news that Chet Johnson 
was slightly wounded while in action somewhere in Ger-
many. He entered the service on Jan. 20 of this year.

There are 3,422 children between the ages of 6 and 16 
inclusive attending public and parochial schools in Steele 
County this year. The number of children under 6 years of 
age is 1,937. Those between the ages of 17 and 21, together 
with the children 16 years of age not attending school 
number 1,271. The grand total representing all of the chil-
dren under 21 years of age is 6,630.

Special advertisement: “Boys! Boys! Boys! It’s for You!” 
A youth victory center featuring boxing, ping pong and 
shuffle board, something for all ages, open Monday eve-
ning at 6:30 beginning Monday the 27th in the basement of 
the Baptist Church in Blooming Prairie.

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Now through Feb. 22, 2020!

“A HUGE hit…
Can’t wait to return!”

– KARE 11

Michelle Barber, 
Kersten Rodau, 
Therese Walth

“‘MY, MY,’
I can’t 

resist it!”
– WCCO TV
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
OFFICERS of the 761 Foundation for 2019-20 are standing from left: Jan Mittelstadt Tippett, vice-chair, Greg Stroik, treasurer, 
and Mary Larson, secretary; seated is Bruce Paulson, chair.

Always local, 
all the time. 
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mylyea, Marilyn Meshke, 
Sandy Jones, Fred Vokoun 
and Doug Miner.

Peterson also recognized 
the corporation board 
of directors: Keith Hol-
man, Kurt Blome, Jaclyn 
Schlichter, Doug Miner and 
Tom Peterson.

Many contractors 
helped make this dream 
become a reality, Peterson 
said. He paid special recog-
nition to: Owatonna Gran-
ite & Monument; Bishop 
Excavating, Inc.; Keith 
Johnson Construction; 
Lembke Masonry; Dapper 
Services; Krell Electric 
and Southern Minnesota 
Electric.

“It has been an honor 
and a pleasure to work 
with these key people,” 
Peterson said.

He also recognized ma-
jor financial contributors: 
Farmers & Merchants State 
Bank, Kruckeberg Family, 
Bishop Excavating, Keith 
Johnson Construction, 
Ricky and Nancy Hansen, 
Lembkes, Doug and Kristi 
Miner, Dennis and Carol 
Heimerman and John and 
Barbara Heerema.

The salutations con-
tinued with Peterson 
thanking Terry and Susie 
Boschetti of Idaho for their 
attendance at the dedica-
tion and for their donation 
of $10,000.

Larry Rowe of Metal 
Services helped design the 
Memorial archway which 
carries the declaration: 
“Freedom is not Free.”

“Squadron 52, mission 
accomplished,” Peterson 
concluded. The Sons of the 
American Legion Squad-
ron 52 initiated the Memo-
rial project.

Prior to going outdoors 
for the flag raising at the 
Memorial site, fourth 
graders gathered in front of 
the stage at the BP Service-
men’s Club. Army veteran 
Doug Miner and Navy vet-
eran Doug Johnson shared 
their military experiences 
with the fourth graders.

Miner quizzed the 
fourth graders about Veter-
ans Day and explained that 
Veterans Day was first ob-
served on Nov. 11, the 11th 
month and the 11th hour as 
Armistice Day and was fist 
observed on Nov. 11, 1918.

Command Sergeant Ma-
jor Marcus Erickson spoke 
to the fourth graders and 
urged them to thank vet-
erans for their service and 
carry it one step farther. 
“Look around the room 
and thank the veterans 
and then ask them what 
their story is,” Sgt. Major 
Erickson said.

“Their history is your 
history,” Sgt. Major Erick-
son remarked. “You will 
learn a little bit about our 
history that way,” he said.

Fourth grader Derek 
Miner read a true story 
about patriotism, cap-
tured in an e-mail from 
an Arkansas teacher. See 
elsewhere in this issue.

Sgt. Major Erickson 
and Air Force Col. Cheryl 
Heimerman spoke to the 
group gathered indoors at 
the Servicemen’s Club.

“This is a special 
day for us,” commented 
Heimerman, a veteran of 22 
years of service.

Col. Heimerman 
reflected on past wars, 
starting with the Revolu-
tionary War, which saw 
24,000 lives lost. She then 
mentioned the Civil War 
with 620,000 lives lost. 
World War I saw 53,000 
American casualties due 
to battle and 63,000 deaths 
due to disease. World War 
II saw 420,000 American 
casualties.

“We are veterans and 
proud of it,” said Col. 
Heimerman. “Be sure to 
thank service men and 
women for their service 
and don’t allow their ser-
vice to die with them,” she 
emphasized.

“This is all about re-
membering our veterans,” 
interjected Peterson.

This monument speaks 
to our past, present and 
future, said Erickson. 
“What you have done with 
this monument is huge,” 
he continued. “It’s almost 
heroism,” he said.

“I thought when we 
were done, we were done, 
but we’re not done,” Peter-
son said. Blacktopping is  
in the future.

“Thanks everybody for 
all of those who helped, this 
was happy work,” Peterson 
concluded. He was greeted 
with a standing ovation.

12 Quilts of Valor awarded
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

“These women have 
put their hearts, time and 
talents into these quilts.”

That was a comment 
coming from Chris Butler, 
originator of the Quilts of 
Valor program in Bloom-
ing Prairie. Butler was 
paying tribute to the many 
women who hand crafted 
12 quilts for members of 
the military.

Since Veterans Day 
on Nov. 11, 2014, the local 
quilting group has made 
162 Quilts of Valor and 
given them ceremonially 
to deserving members of 
the military.

As each service man 
and woman received their 
quilt, pride swelled in the 
recipients and with their 
families who were part of 
the 225 present at a special 
Veterans Day program 
Monday night, Nov. 11 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club.

Joyce Johns, presi-
dent of VFW Post 878 of 
Blooming Prairie, served 
as emcee for the Quilts of 
Valor program.

Prior to the ceremony, 
Johns introduced leaders 
of the five service organi-
zations in Blooming Prai-
rie: Joyce Johns, president 
of the VFW Auxiliary; 
Bruce Kubicek, command-
er of American Legion 
Post 52; Brian Hoveland, 
commander of VFW Post 
878; Becky Noble, president 
of the American Legion 
Auxiliary and Joe Motl, 
commander of the Sons of 
the American Legion.

Johns also paid tribute 
to Andrew Kubista who 
just returned from deploy-
ment in Kuwait.

American Legion Aux-
iliary and VFW Auxiliary 
members Barb Blome and 
Vikki Wacek provided a 
touching ceremony about 
the POW/MIA soldiers.

Johns then introduced 
Tom Peterson, chairman of 
the Blooming Prairie Veter-
ans Memorial Committee. 
Peterson and many others 
participated in a dedication 
ceremony for the memorial 
earlier in the day.

“This memorial is 
beautiful, awesome and 

impressive,” said Johns.
Peterson then took the 

microphone and said, “I 
thought when we were 
done, we were done but 
we’re not done yet,” said 
Peterson, explaining that 
additional funds over 
the goal of $250,000 are 
being used for murals and 
blacktop of the Memorial 
area.

“This was happy work,” 
Peterson said in referring to 
the project which involved 
many service members and 
many business, volunteer 
organizations and industri-
al people in the community. 
Many individuals also 
contributed to making the 
memorial a reality.

Peterson also acknowl-
edged Terry and Suzie 
Buchetti from Idaho who 
donated $10,000 on Veter-
ans Day.

Buchetti spoke and 
tossed compliments to 
Peterson for his efforts. 
Speaking to the gathering, 
he said, “You people are 
truly blessed to have a man 
like Tom Peterson leading 
this effort.” Peterson then 
received a Standing Ova-
tion from the audience.

Next on the program 
was the introduction of the 
Quilts of Valor recipients.

The Quilts of Valor 
Foundation was started 

with a Blue Star mother, 
Catherine Roberts of 
Seaford, Delaware in 2003. 
The first quilt the founda-
tion made was for a young 
soldier from Minnesota 
who had lost a leg in Iraq 
in 2003.

The first two recipients 
were introduced by Johns 
and invited to bring their 
families up front. Johns 
was part of the families 
because the first two recip-
ients were her brothers.

Marilyn Meshke of the 
VFW Auxiliary intro-
duced the remaining 10 
recipients and told who 
pieced the quilt and who 
quilted it.

The Quilts of Valor 
theme reads: “May this 
quilt keep you safe from 
harm. May it be your good 
luck charm. What you 
hold in your arms...is a 
quilters’ embrace.”

Here’s the roll call of who 
received the Quilts of Valor:

1. Ronald Lewison: 
Ron’s quilt was pieced by 
Bev Hoveland and quilted 
by Bev Wacek.

2. Gerald Lewison: Ger-
ald’s quilt was pieced by 
Bev Hoveland and quilted 
by Bev Wacek.

3. Larry Otto: Larry’s 
quilt was pieced by Chris 
Butler and quilted by 
Calico Hutch.

4. Larry Wencl: Larry’s 
quilt was pieced by Shir-
ley Nelson and quilted by 
Bev Wacek.

5. Charles Stoelk: 
Charles’ quilt was pieced 
by Chris Butler and quilt-
ed by Chris Butler.

6. Andrew Kubista: 
Andy’s quilt was pieced by 
Lucy Post and quilted by 
Bev Wacek.

7. Greg Skillestad: 
Greg’s quilt was pieced by 
Chris Butler and quilted 
by Bev Wacek.

8. Don Skillestad: Don’s 
quilt was pieced by Diane 
Anderson and quilted by 
Calico Hutch.

9. Richard Jensen: 
Richard’s quilt was pieced 
by Shirley Greeley and 
quilted by Gina Larson.

10. Kathy Samuelson: 
Kathy’s quilt was pieced 
by Marilyn Meshke and 
quilted by Bev Wacek.

11. Gilman Peterson: 
Gilman’s quilt was pieced 
by Marti Walters and 
quilted by Bev Wacek.

12. Ron Janning: Ron’s 
quilt was pieced by Shir-
ley Nelson and quilted by 
Bev Wacek.

“Thank you for your 
service, sacrifice and val-
or,” remarked Meshke in 
directing her comments 
to the Quilts of Valor 
recipients.

They paid a price for you
Editor’s Note: Derek Miner, 
fourth grader at the Blooming 
Prairie Elementary School, 
read this patriotic piece at the 
dedication of the Blooming 
Prairie Veterans Memorial on 
Veterans Day, Monday, Nov. 
11, 2019.

In September of 2005, a social 
studies school teacher, Martha 
Cothren from Arkansas, did 
something not to be forgotten.

On the first day of school, with 
permission of the school super-
intendent, the principal, and the 
building supervisor, she took all 
of the desks out of the classroom.

The kids came into first peri-
od, they walked in; there were 
no desks. They obviously looked 
around and said, “Where’s our 
desks?”

The teacher said, “You can’t 
have a desk until you tell me how 
you earn them.”

They thought, “Well, maybe 
it’s our grades.”

“No,” she said.

“Maybe it’s our behavior.”
And she told them, “No, it’s not 

even your behavior.”
And so, they came and went 

in the first period, still no desks 
in the classroom. Second period, 
same thing. Third period, too. 
Kids called their parents to tell 
them what was happening and by 
early afternoon TV news crews 
had gathered in the class to find 
out about this crazy teacher who 
had taken all the desks out of the 
classroom.

The final period of the day 
came and the puzzled students 
found seats on the floor of the 
desk-less classroom.

She said, “Throughout the day 
no one has been able to tell me 
just what he or she has done to 
earn the right to sit at the desks 
that are normally found in this 
classroom.

“Now I’m going to tell you.”
She went over to the door of 

her classroom and opened it, 
and as she did 27 U.S. veterans, 
wearing their uniforms, walked 

into that classroom, each one 
carrying a school desk.

And, they placed those school 
desks in rows, and then they 
stood along the wall. By the 
time they had finished placing 
the desks, those kids started to 
understand, perhaps for the first 
time in their lives, just how the 
right to sit at those desks had 
been earned.

Their teacher said, “You don’t 
have to earn those desks. These 
heroes did it for you. They placed 
the desks here for you. They 
went half way around the world, 
interrupting their education, ca-
reers and families so you could 
have the freedom you have.

“Now, it’s up to you to sit in 
them. It is your responsibility 
to learn, to be good students 
and good citizens. They paid a 
price for you to have that desk 
to sit at, to have the freedom 
to get an education. Don’t ever 
forget it.”

This is a true story. The teach-
er is Martha Cothren. She is the 

daughter of a WWII POW and 
in 2006 the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars named her their “Teacher 
of the Year.”

Mrs. Cothren was right. 
The freedoms we have in this 
country were earned by our U.S. 

Veterans. Now, it’s up to you to 
sit in your desks responsibly, to 
learn, be good students and good 
citizens. Let’s always remem-
ber the men and women of our 
military and the rights they have 
earned for us.

IT’S A PRETTY: big day  FROM A1

“This is all about remembering our veterans.”

Tom Peterson
Vets Memorial Chair

A light moment was enjoyed by three of the key players in 
the dedication of the Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial 
on Veterans Day, Monday, Nov. 11. Shown from left are: Tom 
Peterson, chairman of the Veterans Memorial Committee; 
Command Sergeant Major Marcus Erickson and Chief War-
rant Officer 2 Douglas Miner

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A father and son combination received Quilts of Valor during an evening Veterans Day 
program at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen's Club on Monday, Nov. 11. Showing off their 
quilts are Greg Skillestad, left, and his father Don, right.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Twelve Quilts of Valor were presented to deserving veterans during a ceremony on Veterans Day, Monday, Nov. 11, at the 
Blooming Prairie Servicemen's Club. Recipients are, from left to right, Front Row: Ron Lewison, Gilman Peterson, Greg 
Skillestad, Don Skillestad, Larry Wencl and Kathy Samuelson. Back Row: Jerry Lewison, Andrew Kubista, Ron Jannning, 
Larry Otto, Richard Jensen and Charles Stoelk.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Douglas Miner is especially proud as he listens to 
his son Derek, a fourth grader, read a patriotic message entitled "Teacher 
of the Year."
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WINTER SCHEDULE
November 22: Family Swim OMS
November 24: Owatonna City Deer Hunt Season 2 begins
December 1: River Springs Water Park-punch cards and season passes available!
December 1: WSI Session 1 begins
December 2: K-2nd grade basketball coaches meeting
December 6: Family Swim OMS
December 7: Kindergarten-2nd Grade basketball begins
December 12: Winter Swim registration begins
December 14: 3-6th grade basketball begins
December 18: Learn to Skate session 2 deadline
December 27-28: December Lifeguard Training review course
January 4: Saturday Swim lessons begin
January 5: Sunday Swim lessons begin
January 7: Tuesday Swim lessons begin
January 8: Wednesday Swim lessons begin
January 9: Thursday Swim lessons begin
January 22-26: Owatonna’s Winter Festival
January 24-26: Owatonna’s Winter Weekend Out
January 24: Winter Weekend Out: Free admission to West Hills Fitness Center
January 25: Winter Weekend Out: Adult Snow Volleyball Tournament
January 25: Winter Weekend Out: Free Tennis at West Hills Tennis Center
January 25: Winter Weekend Out: Rock on Ice at Morehouse
January 26: Family Ice Fishing at Lake Kohlmier
January 31: Family Swim OMS
February 11: Spring Brochure released
February 20: Spring Registration Begins
February 24: Spring Registration Night
March 5: Spring Registration Deadline

Studies have shown that exercising 
in cold weather makes you burn more 
calories, strengthens your heart, and 

boosts your mood!  
The Owatonna Park 
& Rec department 
makes it easy for you 
to exercise outdoors in 
the winter by clearing 
and maintaining hard 

surface trails year round!

The city of Owatonna Parks and 
Recreation Department provides 
a diverse system of green spac-
es, trails, facilities, programs and 
services to enhance the quality of 
life for the community.

OUR MISSION:PARKS AND RECREATION 
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office & Cancellation Line: 507-444-4321
Tennis & Fitness Center: 507-444-4290

Fax: 507-444-4299
West Hills Social Commons: 507-444-4280
Facebook: Owatonna Parks and Recreation

Brooktree Clubhouse: 507-444-2467
Email Address: parkrec@ci.owatonna.mn.us

River Springs Water Park: 507-774-7370
Park Maintenance:  507-774-7086

• On-Line: www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/
parksrecreation/online-registration  

• Walk-In Registration: (begins at 7 a.m.) 
at the Park and Recreation office at 540 
West Hills Circle.  

• Call In: Call our office at 507-444-4321

Greg Posch, Angie Malo, Greg Louis, 
Nicholas Elsner, Jonathan Thiel,

David Christiansen, and Andi Arnold

Employment 
Opportunities 

*Water Aerobics Instructor-Substitute
*Seasonal/Temporary Park, 
Grounds, and Golf Maint.

Apply online today at http://agency.
governmentjobs.com/owatonnamn/

default.cfm

WAYS TO REGISTER:

THANK YOU 
PARK BOARD MEMBERS!

• City Archery Deer Hunt
• Bold and Cold/Winter Weekend Out

City Archery Deer Hunt: November 
2-23 and November 24-December 
20, 2019.  Application fee is $20-non-
refundable.  Registration deadline is 
September 13th.  All applicants must 
pass a proficiency test using the same 
equipment with which they will be 
hunting.  50 applicants are randomly 
drawn to test.

Programs coming in the Spring 
Brochure (released February 2020)
• Youth Soccer
• Little League Baseball (current 
grades 2-5)

• Fastpitch Softball
• Association Baseball and Fastpitch 
Programs

• T-ball and Squirt ball programs

Fitness Center College Student 
Special!
Show your College Student ID at 
West Hills Tennis & Fitness Center 
December 1st –January 31st and get a 
monthly membership at the discounted 

rate of $21.33, that’s a savings of over 
$17.00!

Middle School Pool-Family Open 
Swim
Cost: $4 per/person
Time: 6:30-8:30pm
Dates: 11/22, 12/6, 1/31, 2/28, 3/27, 
4/24, 5/22
Middle School open swim is an 
opportunity for families to come and 
enjoy swim time together.  During this 
time there will be 2 lifeguards on duty 
and the diving boards will be open.  All 
children must be accompanied by a 
parent.  Children with lifejackets must 
be within arm’s reach of a parent at all 
times.

Outdoor Public Skating
Ice rinks located in Morehouse Park 
are the only supervised skating rinks 
in Owatonna.  The Warsinski chalet, 
a large warming house complete with 
cross country ski and skate rentals 
and food concessions is located at 
the west end of School Street.  Check 
our Facebook page and website for 
opening date!

SPECIAL WINTER EVENTS

KAPPY

www.kappysauto.com
kappysauto@gmail.com

Charlie & Al Kaplan  
507-451-8989

Now using PPG 
Waterborne Paint

STAY HAPPY SEE KAPPY

GIVE THEM EVERY REASON TO SMILE

583.6613
132 2nd Ave NE | Blooming Prairie MN

NRHEG

Ellie Clark

Sponsored by:

of the Week

This week’s Panther of the Week is Ellie Clark. She is 
the daughter of Eric and Jennifer Clark and they reside in 
New Richland. She is in Mr. Beynon’s third grade class. 

Ellie’s attitude is infectious. She is always laughing, 
smiling, and making others laugh. She loves to partici-
pate in our discussions and does a great job helping her 
peers. She is the spark that makes our classroom go. Ellie 
loves gymnastics and basketball. 

She also enjoys spending time with her friends and her 
grandparents. 

Keep up the great work Ellie!

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

on the defensive side, but 
to do it at this level against 
that caliber of a team with 
weapons the have I would 
say so. The defensive line 
didn’t give them any holes 
to break through.”

Added senior Jarrett 
Larson, “It was a total team 
effort.”

At a press confer-
ence after the semi-final 
victory, Coach Gimbel 
welled up when asked 
about his team’s success. 
“As a coach and a player 
that’s been through it for 
so many years to finally 
drag through and get that 
opportunity that’s a huge 
step for us and for our pro-
gram and for our kids,” he 
said with tears of joy in his 
eyes. “This is quite a step 
that not everybody gets to 
endure this.”

Gimbel has been head 
coach for 23 years and this 
is the team’s fourth time in 
state playoffs with this year 
being the best they have 
ever achieved. He credited 

“a great group of senior 
leaders” for the Blossoms 
going as far as they have.

With the state title 
game set for the day after 
Thanksgiving, Gimbel 
gave his players Monday 
and Tuesday off. “Take 
a deep breath. It’s been 
a grind,” he said of the 
two-day pass. “Let them 
decompress” The Blos-
soms were scheduled to be 
back once again at practice 
today (Wednesday).

As for the ice breaker 
of finally getting past 
semi-finals, the senior 
captains were quick give 
credit where credit is due. 
“This just isn’t our accom-

plishment,” senior Jarrett 
Larson said, “this is for all 
the Blooming Prairie foot-
ball players before us that 
carried on the Blossom way 
taught us tradition taught 
us how to play Blossom 
football the right way.”

The captains were also 
complimentary about each 
other. “He’s a crazy wide 
receiver, very talented,” 
Pryor said of Gabe Hagen.

Coach Gimbel said, “I’m 
super proud of these guys 
and they way they played.”

Blooming Prairie will 
take on BOLD in the state 
championship Friday, Nov. 
29 at 10 a.m. at U.S. Bank 
Stadium.

BP ADVANCES TO: State Finals  FROM A1

block of Cedar Ave. N. at 
12:47 p.m.
Suspicion: Police 
responded to suspicious 
activity in the 100 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 1:22 p.m. 
and the 1900 block of 24th 
Ave. SW at 1:41 p.m.
Fraud: At 4:23 p.m., a fraud 
incident occurred in the 
200 block of Front St. E.
Arrest: Police assisted 
another agency with 
arresting a subject in the 
100 block of Rice St. E. at 
7:31 p.m.
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 700 block of 
State Ave. NW at 9:10 p.m.
Shoplifting: At 11:18 
p.m., a shoplifting incident 
occurred in the 1800 block 
of Cedar Ave. S.

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Nov. 8
Fraud: At 4:31 p.m., a fraud 
incident occurred in the 
6300 block of 50th St. NW 
in Deerfield Township.
Warrant: Deputy made 
a warrant arrest at the 
detention center at 8:14 p.m.
Nov. 9
DWI: Deputies arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated on Interstate 
35 in Summit Township at 
3:38 a.m.
Juvenile: Deputies 
received a juvenile 
complaint from the 500 
block of 2nd Ave. W. in 
Ellendale at 5:57 p.m.
Crash: At 7:43 p.m., a motor 
vehicle accident occurred 
at 59th Ave. NE and 270th St. 
E. in Merton Township.
Nov. 11
Fraud: Deputy took a 
report of a fraud incident in 
the 7500 block of 66th St. 
NW in Deerfield Township 
at 10:12 a.m.
Crash: Paramedics and 
deputies responded to a 
motor vehicle accident with 
injuries in the 18000 block 
of 168th St. SE in Summit 
Township at 11:12 p.m.
Nov. 13
Restraining Order: At 
11:25 a.m., a restraining 
order violation occurred in 
the 300 block of 1st Ave. NE 
in Medford.
Harassment: Deputies 
responded to a harassment 
incident in the 700 block of 
2nd Ave. NE in Medford at 
12:11 p.m.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Hannah Jean Anderson, 29, 
arrested at 2:20 p.m. Nov. 8, 
felony probation violation, 
held for court.
Robert Lynn Hagmann, 
39, arrested at 11:07 p.m. 
Nov. 8, felony probation 
violation, held for court.
Joseph Jacob Wallin, 
33, arrested at 11:55 
a.m. Nov. 12, felony 
probation violation and 
possession of marijuana 
and paraphernalia, held for 
court.
Zachariah Michael 
Montgomery, 34, arrested 
at 12:16 p.m. Nov. 12, felony 
criminal sexual conduct, 
held for court.
Lorita Dora Placencia, 
43, arrested at 4:35 p.m. 
Nov. 12, felony probation 
violation, held for court.
Jordan John Kelley, 35, 
arrested at 6:22 p.m. Nov. 
13, felony possession of 
controlled substance, held 
for court.
Jessica Marie Dube, 45, 
arrested at 5:54 p.m. Nov. 
13, felony drugs, held for 
court.
Michael John McClatchey, 
45, arrested at 6:37 p.m. 
Nov. 13, felony controlled 
substance, held for court.

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Emily Ann Dolezal, 30, 
arrested at 3:49 p.m. Nov. 
12, warrants arrest, $3,000 
bail.

MN STATE PATROL
Christopher Andrew Hondl, 
48, arrested at 5:55 p.m. 
Nov. 13, felony possession 
of controlled substance, 
held for court.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following case was 
heard in Dodge County 
District Court the week of 
Nov. 3 with Judge Jodi L. 
Williamson presiding:
Tanner R. Kruckeberg, 
25, Dodge Center, 
previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony 
criminal vehicular homicide. 

He was sentenced to 
$1,080, 150 days in 
county jail, no possession 
of firearms, no contact 
with victim, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
mental health evaluation, 
100 hours of community 
service and 10 years of 
supervised probation.
The following 
misdemeanors and petty 
misdemeanors were heard 
in Dodge County District 
Court the week of  
Nov. 3 – 10:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Fooday H. Ahmed, 31, 
Rochester, passing parked 
emergency vehicle, 
$130; Ryle J. Chilson, 26, 
Kasson, revoked license, 
$280; James T. Cooley, 50, 
Rochester, no insurance, 
$280 and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; 
Nikita E. Furness, 22, Dodge 
Center, disorderly conduct, 
$180; Mariah L. Koktavy, 20, 
Claremont, invalid license 
and rear lamps violation, 
$220; Mercedes K. Luepke, 
29, Kasson, speeding, 
$120; Richard W. Lundgren, 
57, Billings, MT, speeding, 
$220; Tyler G. Selbrade, 
26, Owatonna, DWI, $505, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
William I. Shillingford, 29, 
Dodge Center, DWI, $480, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Juan D. 
Thompson, 38, Rochester, 
revoked license, $280; 
Christopher L. Ungs, 53, 
Mantorville, DWI, $480, 
4 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Erica P. 
Wilkinson, 27, Kasson, 
suspended license, no 
insurance and speeding, 
$620.

BLOTTER:  FROM A4

“As a coach and a player that’s been through it 
for so many years to finally drag through and get 
that opportunity that’s a huge step for us and for 

our program and for our kids.”

Chad Gimbel
Blossoms Head Coach

SEE BLOTTER, A8
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Library is part of 
social infrastructure

The often used term 
infrastructure is defined 
as the basic physical and 
organizational structures 
and facilities. But the book 
Palaces for the People by 
Eric Klinenberg describes 
the need for social infra-
structure, or places where 
people can connect to fight 
inequality, polarization, 
and to promote civic life.

In a smaller town like 
Blooming Prairie, there are 
many organizations that encourage social interaction 
such as schools, churches, and non-profit groups. I 
hope that residents will consider the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library as a necessary part of their own social 
infrastructure.

Over the next weeks, I would like to share with 
you how libraries help different groups, beginning 
this week with families and caretakers. Obviously, 
libraries offer children and adults access to books and 
other media that might not be otherwise be available. 
Those services are free, as are programs designed for 
preschoolers.

But, as Klinenberg points out, libraries also “pro-
vide a social space for new parents, grandparents, and 
caregivers who might feel lonely, disconnected, or over-
whelmed when watching a child by themselves.” Many 
friendships have been made between those who bring 
children and grandchildren to our weekly storytimes. I 
appreciate the conversations between first-time moms 
and those with more experience. Hints are shared and 
support given; the new moms invariably go home real-
izing that their children will be okay.

Whatever your situation, all are welcome at the 
library!

Blooming Prairie Elementary
Nov. 21- Thanksgiving Meal: Roast turkey, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, bread stuffing, green beans, cranberries, 
harvest bar.
Nov. 22- Classic cheeseburger basket, fish nugget basket, 
kettle potato chips.
Nov. 25- Hotdog on whole grain bun, beef chili, corn bread.
Nov. 26- Beefy nachos and canned cheese sauce, chicken 
bacon ranch melt, refried beans.
Nov. 27-29 No school–Thanksgiving Break

Blooming Prairie High School
Nov. 21- Roast turkey & gravy, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
bread stuffing, green beans, cranberries, pizza
Nov. 22- General TSO’s chicken, brown rice, corn dog, 
build your own sub
Nov. 25- Chili dog, seasoned ranch wedges, cheeseburger 
on bun, harvest chicken salad, turkey BLT wrap, taco bar
Nov. 26- Pizza, crispy chicken sandwich, harvest chicken 
salad, turkey BLT wrap, pasta with meat sauce
Nov. 27-29- No school–Thanksgiving break

Legion, Auxiliary 
to sponsor 

scholarships
American Legion 

Post Commander Bruce 
Kubicek and Auxiliary 
President Becky Noble 
announce that the two 
organizations will each 
sponsor a $500 scholar-
ship again this year.

This will be the 25th 
year that the scholarships 
have been furnished by 
the local American Le-
gion units.

Criteria for eligibility 
include:

• Applicant must have 
completed at least one 
semester of their higher 
education.

• The school they are 
attending must be an 
approved institution of 
higher learning.

• Applicant can be 

a “traditional” or a 
“non-traditional” student.

• There are no age lim-
its for these scholarships.

The scholarships are 
made possible in part by 
the popular Fourth of 
July raffle. “We thank all 
veterans and others who 
work on this raffle and 
also those who support 
the raffle by purchasing 
tickets,” said Ken Trom of 
the American Legion.

Scholarship applica-
tions may be picked up at 
the Servicemen’s Club, 
Blooming Prairie Public 
Library or the Bloom-
ing Prairie High School 
Guidance Counselor 
office. Applications must 
be filled out and returned 
by Monday, Dec. 2.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT
Dylan J. Baker, 17, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $130; 
Alanson D. Bingold, 29, 
Byron, stop sign and 
possession of marijuana, 
$180; Jennifer M. Carlson, 
42, Claremont, driving 
through barricade, $120; 
Cassandra L. Chaddock, 
25, Dover, theft of motor 
fuel, $195.24; Christopher 
J. Derosier, 34, Kasson, 
registration violation, 
$180; Jason R. Goodman, 
47, Pine Island, seat belt, 
$105; Maxwell D. Hale, 
23, Mazeppa, stop sign 
and speeding, $190; 
Jarvis R. Hoffman Sr., 
32, Rochester, revoked 
license, $280; Stephanie 
M. Neal, 40, Coon Rapids, 
suspended license, $280; 
Tanner C. Pehrson, 26, 
Waseca, seat belt, $105; 
Thomas K. Watkins, 
21, West Concord, no 
insurance, $280; Xasan 

Yusuf Noor, 24, Rochester, 
speeding, $150.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Michael P. Benzinger, 
35, Ellendale, speeding, 
$120; Krista T. Hayes, 
34, Byron, speeding, 
$120; James A. Holte, 18, 
Madison, WI, over center 
line, $130; Rachel J. 
Jensen, 27, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $120; Shaquila 
B. Lucky, 25, Mankato, 
speeding, $140; Chad 
E. Thacker, 41, Byron, 
speeding, $120; Justin 
M. Thompson, 22, St. 
Charles, speeding, $130; 
Nathan D. Wetzel, 38, 
Owatonna, axle weight 
violation, $280.

WEST CONCORD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Kathy J. Shilts, 45, 
Claremont, suspended 
license and speeding, 
$420.

Robert James Krell, 82, 
Blooming Prairie

Robert James Krell, age 82 of 
Blooming Prairie, passed away 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019 at Prairie 
Manor Care Center in Blooming 
Prairie.

Bob was born Jan. 30, 1937 in 
Blooming Prairie, the son of Raymond 
and Nora (Pfiefer) Krell. He graduated 
with the class of 1954 from Blooming 
Prairie High School. He was a dairy 
and crop farmer all his life on the farm 
his grandparents originally settled on.

On July 3, 1961, Bob married Joyce Sorensen at the 
First Lutheran Church in Blooming Prairie. Their mar-
riage was blessed with six children. Aside from farming, 
Bob played the drums for Luverne’s Concertina Band for 
over 35 years, and also played with other bands.

He was a member of St. Columbanus Catholic Church, 
Knights of Columbus, served on the Stacyville Creamery 
Board, was a part of the Blooming Prairie Shippers Asso-
ciation, and was a 4-H leader. Bob enjoyed going to antique 
steam tractor shows, and when he was younger loved 4-H 
and showing cattle. He will be dearly missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

He is survived by his children, Susan Ringhofer of 
Osage, Iowa, John Krell of Ellendale, Douglas Krell of 
Blooming Prairie, Paul Krell of Blooming Prairie, Rodney 
Krell of Blooming Prairie, Jody Groell of Osseo, Wis.; 20 
grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren; sister, Ger-
trude Klemmensen-Een of Owatonna.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Raymond and 
Nora Krell; wife, Joyce Krell; and two granddaughters.

Mass of Christian Burial was held on Monday, Nov. 
18, 2019 at St. Columbanus Catholic Church in Blooming 
Prairie. Interment was in St. Columbanus Catholic Ceme-
tery, Blooming Prairie.

Memorials are preferred to recipient of donor’s choice. 
Worlein Funeral Home in Blooming Prairie is assisting 
the family with arrangements. Condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family online at www.worlein.com.

COMMUNITY

BOOK NOOKOBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS
NOV. 18

RICK SWENSON
APRIL LYNN OLSON

BETH TROM

NOV. 19
NICHOLAS BASS
LEMAR NELSON

NOV. 20 
DUDLEY SMITH

ETHAN JOHNSON

NOV. 21
ABBY WAYNE 
ALISON MACH
NORMA HEGAL 

ANDREW WONDRA
JETT SWENSON

NOV. 22
PIERCE DEYOUNG

JOE MORGAN 
SHAWN JOHNSON

CAROL HOLMES 
DAMON MILTON

DONNA MAIXNER

ANNIVERSARIES

NOV. 18
RON & MARGE SCHMELING 

NOV. 19
GRADY & JULIE STRAND

NOV. 21
DAVID & JODY EASTON

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

Recipe

Corner

Sponsored by

Makes 8 servings

24 fresh oysters, shucked, 
juices reserved
4 bacon slices, minced
1 onion, minced (about 
11⁄4 cup)
1⁄4 cup all-purpose flour
11⁄2 quarts milk

1 bay leaf
1 cup heavy cream, 
heated
1⁄2 teaspoon salt, or to 
taste
1⁄4 teaspoon freshly 
ground black pepper, or 
to taste
 Oyster crackers

Oyster Stew

Drain the oysters in a colander. Reserve the juice.
Heat a soup pot over medium heat. Add the bacon and cook 
until crisp, 6 to 8 minutes. Remove the bacon, and add the 
onion to the bacon fat and cook until translucent, about 6 
minutes. Do not brown.
Reduce the heat to low, add the flour, and cook, 3 to 4 minutes, 
stirring constantly with a wooden spoon. 
Add the milk and reserved oyster juice in batches, using a 
whisk to work out any lumps between each addition. Add the 
bay leaf  and simmer, 20 minutes, skimming as necessary. Add 
the whole oysters and continue to simmer until the oysters are 
barely cooked, about 5 minutes. Remove from 
heat. Add the hot cream and season with salt 
and pepper. Serve in heated bowls 
with the bacon and oyster 
crackers.

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

HAVE A RECIPE TO SHARE?
Email to bptimes@frontiernet.net

OR Send to: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie

WANT TO SAVE 
SMALL TOWNS?

Join us with Main Street businesses and others 
on Saturday, Nov. 30 for Small Business Saturday 

in Blooming Prairie.
Let every day be a small business Saturday!

Sudoku Corner

Answers

Sponsored By

Make new friends.

VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN

507-451-0722 • valleyviewofowatonna.com
Newly
Remodeled

County
Assistance
Accepted 

Pet
Friendly

NANCY 
VAILLANCOURT

Obituaries Sponsor:
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

Robert  
James Krell

BLOTTER:  FROM A7
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Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

O
R
T
H
O
D
O
N
T
I
C

S
P
E
C
I
A
L
I
S
T

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

God helps you be all that you can be
In his book, Beloved, Henri 

Nouwen, writes, “…we are called 
to more faith, to continue to listen 
to the voice of God, who calls us 
the beloved, to continue to be at the 
feet of Jesus. That’s where my iden-
tity is rooted, that’s who I am–”

In my role, as Deacon of Faith 
Formation, I have been blessed to 
see faith formed in so many ways, 
across the generations. From fami-
lies re-connecting during funerals 
to kids laughing as they prepare 
for their Confirmation service, 
God calls us to more faith. And, it 
happens in so many ways.

I feel that our world is so divided 
and chaotic these days. I find 
solace and strength in my faith 
and my relationship with God. But 

it needs work. It isn’t easy. I find 
myself finding more faith as I per-
sonally meditate, pray and do daily 
devotions. For each of us, we are on 
our own journey to form, re-shape 
and strengthen our faith each day 
and over the years of our life.

2 Peter 1: 5 says, “For this very 
reason, you must make every 
effort to support your faith with 
goodness, and goodness with 
knowledge.” The book of 2 Peter 
is a letter written to a general 
Christian audience. This letter 
warned the early believers against 
becoming distracted and losing 
heart in God’s promises. Knowing 
that early Christians struggled 
to “keep the faith” shows us the 
importance of doing the same. 

Faith must be more than belief 
in certain facts; it must result in 
action and discipline. In 2 Peter, 
Peter lists several actions of faith, 
including learning to know God 
better, developing endurance and 
godliness, and loving other. These 
actions don’t come automatically; 
they require hard work. All of 
this must be a continual part of 
the Christian life. But here’s the 
good news: God will help you be all 
that you can be. Our world may be 
different than the early Christians 
but the struggle to form faith and 
strengthen faith is the same. It 
takes work. It takes discipline. It 
takes a community.

As a parent raising two ath-
letes, I see how hard they work 

to become better at their sport. 
From what they eat to how they 
train, they want to be at their best 
for themselves, for their coaches 
and their teams. It is the same 
for faith. The Bible and Henri 
Nouwen reminds us to be called 
to more faith, to make every 
effort to support our faith. It is 
where your identity is rooted as 
a loved, Child of God. The world 
around us is unsettled. We need 
to find solace and strength in God 
and in our faith. So, find a place 
of worship, find a group of people, 
explore new ways personally to 
hear God’s voice to center your-
self and continue to form your 
faith in new ways. You need it. 
The world needs it.

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 
106 Third St. SE., Geneva 

Pastor Kristen Venne 
507-256-4288

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Men’s Bible Study: 8 a.m. 
Saturday

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday  
(Kids church- 9 a.m. and 

Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 p.m.  

Tuesday & Thursday
Call to Prayer: 7 p.m. Tuesday

Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. Wednesday
Wednesday School: 6:15-7 p.m. 

followed by Youth Group- 7-9 p.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 

10:15  a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD  
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Pastor Greg Schlicker

Pastor Mark Neumann
507-451-4125

goodshepherdowatonna.com
Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, 
Austin 

507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
(Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and Jacie 

Richmond
507-451-7293

stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m. Thursday & 
Saturday; 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday
Summer Services: 8 a.m. & 9:30 

a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith

507-451-2165
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor: Rev. Todd Buegler

Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Amanda Floy

Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:15 

a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday

Sunday School: 8:15 a.m.  
& 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

104 First St. SE., Hayfield 
Pastor Paul Hauschild 

507-477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Worship: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich 

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Father Antony Arokiyam 

507-234-6244
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave  Owatonna

Father Peter Schuster,
Parochial Administrator

507-583-2784
www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
with Children’s Church

8 a.m. Sunday 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation classes for

K thru Confirmation
Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father Peter Schuster, Parochial 

Administrator
507-477-2256

Mass: 4:30 pm Saturday &  
8:30 am Thursday 

Reconciliation: 3:45 pm Saturday 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
Father Peter Schuster, Parochial 

Administrator
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sun.  

& 8:30 a.m. Friday 
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 

First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways): 
9 a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW

Owatonna
Pastors Joe & Vicki Braucht

www.destinycc.org
Worship: 6 p.m. Sat.

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER- 

DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 
May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 

2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers

507-340-7143
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
211 Main St. S., Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale

Pastor Patrick Stitt
507-684-3421

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST  
(Owatonna’s oldest 

church)
123 E. Main St., Owatonna
Pastor Cindy 507-451-2803

www.firstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Deacon Kris
Oppegard

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
OWATONNA
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statefarm.com/small-business-insurance

Ask us 
about small 
business 
insurance.
Contact your local 
State Farm® agent.

Foundation receives gift 
from Home Federal

The Owatonna Founda-
tion is pleased to announce 
that a $2,500 donation has 
been made to the Foundation 
by Home Federal Savings.

Home Federal Savings 
Bank was chartered in 1934 
in Spring Valley and is now 
headquartered in Roches-
ter. Home Federal is a full 
service bank with offices in 
Owatonna, Rochester, Wi-
nona, La Crescent, Austin, 
Albert Lea, Eagan, Sartell, 
Marshalltown, Iowa, and 
Milwaukee. The Owatonna 
branch is located at 1015 
Frontage Road West #100.

“We’re thrilled to be able 
to make this donation to 

the Foundation. For many 
years we have enjoyed a 
wonderful quality of life 
in Owatonna, and the 
Foundation has been a big 
part of that with the many 
projects they have funded,” 
said Brad Vettrus, market 
president at Home Federal.

Foundation Executive 
Director Laura Resler 
stated, “We are very ap-
preciative of this gift from 
Home Federal Savings. 
Their commitment to the 
Foundation’s mission of 
improving the quality of 
life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that 

focus on community, arts, 
recreation and education is 
what continues to make the 
Foundation so successful. 
It is this local support from 
many business and indi-
viduals that enables us to 
continue to fund important 
projects in Owatonna.”

The Owatonna Founda-
tion, now in its 61st year 
of serving the Owatonna 
community, provides capi-
tal grants in Owatonna and 
its environs in four areas: 
community, arts, recre-
ation and education. The 
Foundation also annually 
provides $30,000 for both 
traditional and non-tra-

ditional scholarships for 
2-year colleges and techni-
cal schools.

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with 
the goal of improving the 
quality of life for present 
and future generations of 
Owatonna residents. Since 
then, the Owatonna Foun-
dation has committed more 
than $12 million dollars in 
grants and scholarships 
to local organizations and 
students. For more infor-
mation about the Owaton-
na Foundation, grants or 
scholarships, please visit 
www.owatonnafoundation.
org, or call 507-455-2995.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Home Federal Savings Bank of Owatonna has made a donation to the Owatonna Foundation. Those involved in the donation 
include, front row from left: Brad Vettrus, Emily Johnson and Tasha Kilen of Home Federal; Sharon West, Chad Lange and 
Jay Johnson, Foundation trustees and Connie Kniefel of Home Federal; back row: Foundation trustees Dale Gandrud, Dave 
Ramsey, Betsy Lindgren, Ray Stawarz, Bob Heers and Tim McManimon, who also is with Home Federal.

 

Fast paced environment, family run business 
and all treated like family.  

We promote within 
and ownership opportunities available. 
Looking for responsible, hard working,

self motivated Team members.  
A variety of locations to choose from. 

 

 

Come join the team!

Employment Opportunity
Large Restaurant chain looking 

for managers and hourly employees.  

Please respond to this email address about applying 
or send resume to address restaurants990@gmail.com.  

Competitive wages and starting up 

to $14.00 per hour. 



Wednesday, November 20, 2019

B1
B1STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Hometown Sports

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

TOTAL DOMINATION
Blossoms stifle Ada-Borup 41-0 to advance to state finals

BY LEMAR NELSON
SPORTS EDITOR

Several years of frustra-
tion disappeared quickly 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at U. S. 
Bank Stadium in Minneapo-
lis when the Awesome Blos-
som football team pitched a 
shutout over Ada-Borup 41-0 
in the state playoff semifi-
nals of Class 1A.

The win earned the 
Blossoms a second meeting 
against BOLD in the title 
game on Friday, Nov. 29. The 
Warriors defeated BP in the 
state semi-finals last year.

The Blossoms have 
taken great pride in the 
team balance over the sea-
son, but this victory gives 
major credit to the defense. 
“This was probably our 
best defensive effort of the 
season,” commented Coach 
Chad Gimbel.

Linebacker Mitch 
Fiebiger led the defense 
with 10 tackles, as BP held 
the Cougars gained just 91 
yards on the ground and 
only 141 total yards in  
the game.

BP began its offense 
early in the first quarter. A 
short drive was triggered 
by a 14-yard pass to Karson 
Vigeland that brought the 
ball to the 11-yard line, and 
Matthew Pryor ran a draw 
play the last 11 yards for the 
touchdown. BP led 7-0 after 
Colin Jordison’s point after.

In the second quarter, 
Gabe Hagen snagged a 
–yard pass from quarter-
back Kaden Thomas for 
a crucial first down, and 
Vigeland caught a 10-yard 
pass from Thomas for a 
touchdown. With Jordi-
son’s extra point kick,  
the Blossoms led 14-0.

This was a game in 
which Thomas didn’t have 
to carry the whole offensive 
load, and he finished 12 for 
20 and 137 yards  
and two touchdowns.

The Blossoms contin-
ued to roll up points. A 
10-play drive culminated 
in a 2-yard push by Pryor 
and a 21-0 edge. The biggest 
play of the quarter went 

to Hagen after he rose up 
for a pass and burst down 
the sideline for 48 yards 
for a touchdown. The extra 
point kick was blocked and 
BP took a 27-0 lead into 
halftime.

In the third quarter, 
Pryor ran a draw play for 
30 yards to highlight an 
11-play drive, and Tyler 
Archer ended the scoring 
with a run of a yard after 
an 11-play drive by the 
second string. The extra 
point kick failed. At the end 
of the third quarter, the 
Blossoms were coasting to 
a 33-0 lead.

BP added another 
insurance touchdown 
in the final quarter with 

about 4:07 left in the game 
when Archer scored on a 
1-yard run. Drew Kittel-
son scored on a 2-point 
conversion run, giving the 
Blossoms a commanding 
41-0 lead.

Besides Fiebiger’s big 
defensive day, Jarrett Larson 
added eight tackles, and 
Luke rennie finished five 
tackles, two behind the lines.

The win continued 
12 straight wins for the 
Blossoms, the second year 
in a row they have gone un-
defeated over the regular 
schedule and set up the title 
1A contest in the battle of 
unbeatens Friday, Nov. 29, 
in a hard-fought battle of 
unbeaten.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER
It’s the squeeze play with a pair of Blossoms sandwiching an Ada-Borup ball handler. Luke Larkoski (60) and Colton Krell (on the ground) played key roles in 
BP’s defensive attack, which shut down Ada-Borup’s offense and held them scoreless.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER
BP’s Matthew Pryor cruises into the end zone with an Ada-Borup player clinging onto him 
for one of his three touchdowns after a 30-yard run in the third quarter. The Blossoms killed 
Ada-Borup 41-0 to advance to the state championship Nov. 29. Pryor had 181 yards of rushing 
in the game.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER
Karson Vigeland (15) attempts to prevent an Ada-Borup player from catching the football in 
Saturday’s state semi-final game at U.S. Bank Stadium. Vigeland scored one touchdown in 
the game for the Blossoms.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER
Coach Chad Gimbel credited his team’s potent defensive attack for the Blossoms’ semi-final 
win against Ada-Borup. No less than three players go in for a tackle on an Ada-Borup ball 
handler, including Luke Larkoski (60), Karson Vigeland (15) and Luke Rennie (21).

GAME SUMMARY

Blossoms 41, Ada-Borup 0
Blooming Prairie	 7	 20	 6	 8– 41
Ada-Borup	 0	 0	 0	 0– 0

PASSING        Comp-Att    Yds. TD Int
Kaden Thomas	 12-20	 137	 2	 2

RECEIVING         No.  Yds. Avg. TD
Gabe Hagen	 2	 53	 26.5	 1
Karson Vigeland	 2	 24	 12	 1
Alex Baldwin	 2	 21	 10.5	 0

Bradley Simon	 3	 19	 6.3	 0
Matthew Pryor	 2	 15	 7.5	 0
Colin Jordison	 1	 5	 5	 0

RUSHING              No.  Yds. Avg. TD
Matthew Pryor	 18	 181	 10	 3
Bradley Simon	 5	 35	 7	 0
Tyler Archer	 6	 33	 5.5	 0
Cade Christianson	 1	 19	 19	 0
Drew Kittelson	 4	 15	 3.8	 0
Mitchell Fiebiger	 1	 9	 9	 0
Gabe Hagen	 1	 3	 3	 0
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BP volleyball team awards 
season ending honors

BY LEMAR NELSON
SPORTS EDITOR

The 2019 volleyball sea-
son culminated with a.500 
record at 15-15, and the 
team handed out several 
awards at the annual hon-
ors program.

Julia Worke earned the 
MVP award and also made 
second team Gopher Con-
ference All-star squad.

Micalyn Trihus was 
named MVP on offense and 
earned an All-Conference 
Honorable mention; and 
Maren Forystek walked 
away with the MVP honor 
on defense. The Most 
Dedicated award also went 
to Worke. Megan Oswald 
earned an All Conference 
Sportsmanship award.

Twelve Blossoms earned 
letters for the season, 
and 10 players made the 
academic All-Conference 
team. Haile Most Improved 

and Maya Lembke earned 
the Awesome Blossom 
Team Spirit honors.

Riauna Bishop, Lembke, 
and Worke earned Coach-
es association All-state 
Academic Awards, and the 
team was named the as-
sociation’s Academic Gold 
Team award winner.

“We had five or six 
matches that we could have 
won,” commented Coach 
Ranell Kittelson, “but I 
thought each player con-
tributed in their particular 
area of play. Julia Worke 
proved a real standout all 
over the court, Micalyn Tri-
hus set a school record for a 
single match kills with 30, 
and Heather Pirkl recorded 
her 1,000 assist in the first 
match of the season.”

Kittelson went on to say, 
“Although we didn’t get 
some of the wins we should 
have, it was a fun season, 
and it was fun as a coach 

to watch the girls improve, 
build relationships, and 
make great memories of the 
season. I have no regrets.”

Several categories of sta-
tistics found leaders of note. 
Trihus led the team in ace 
serves with 3, Maggie Bruns 
had 21, and Heather Pirkl 
added 0. Trihus piled up 285 
kills, Worke totaled 208, and 
Oswald added 93. Alison 
Krohnberg had a 2.33 passing 
average, Worke a 1.96, and 
Strunk a 1.85. Trihus had 74 
blocks to her credit, Oswald 
30, and Worke 26. Pirkl 
finished the year with 288 
assists, and Bruns added 229. 
Finally, Worke scrambled for 
322 digs in the season, Maren 
Forystek had 305, and Lemb-
ke contributed 186.

These are all statistics 
of which the players can be 
proud, and it put a de-
serving finishing touch to 
another Awesome Blossom 
volleyball season.

BP Ed awards 
grant for aging 
weight room
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

The Blooming Prairie High School 
weight room underwent a face lift 
recently and it now is one of the most 
used spaces at the high school, says 
Ali Mach, activities director.

Thanks to an allocation from the 
Blooming Prairie Education Foun-
dation, the weight room has taken 
on a new look with the acquisition of 
a substantial amount of equipment.

The equipment carries a price 
tag of $38,000.

“We really appreciate this com-
mitment by the Ed Foundation,” says 
Mach. “The equipment will make 
our students and athletes stronger 
and healthier,” Mach added.

The monies come from a Big 
Ideas Challenge application submit-
ted to the BP Ed Board by Brittany 
Hoban, high school physical educa-
tion instructor.

“Brittany did a lot of the work to 
evaluate the school’s needs in the 
weight training area,” remarked 
Mach. The allocation request was 
based on the needs for the physi-
cal education department and for 
Blooming Prairie’s sports programs.

The weight room had not been up-
dated since 2001, said Mach. “It need-
ed an overhaul,” she emphasized.

Most of the new equipment is 
in place after students and staff 
recently spent one day putting the 
equipment together. Flooring sup-
porting the equipment is still in the 
process of being installed.

The equipment was ordered last 
spring. It consists of six half-racks 
with four weight platforms put into 
place. Other equipment includes a 
whole set of rubber dumb bells, an 
ab machine and a neck machine. 
May workout exercises are linked 
to the half racks.

Already, the equipment has 
made a difference for the physical 
education students and student 
athletes, Mach believes.

The weight room is used before 
and after school and during phy ed 
classes during the day.

With the addition of more weight 
training equipment, the high school 
is able to keep current with the many 
changes in education, Mach pointed 
out. “This is another way to help our 
kids and a big thank you goes to the 
Ed Foundation,” Mach commented.

An end result is “a healthier life-
style for our kids,” said Mach. “The 
kids really like it and take pride in 
using the equipment that carries 

custom Blossom logos.
The Blossom football team, led 

by Coach Chad Gimbel, has reaped 
benefits of the weight program. 
Coach Gimbel’s players have spent 
considerable time in the weight 
room working on various training 
exercises.

Blooming Prairie High School 
does not have a weight trainer as 
do many other Minnesota high 
schools. Blooming Prairie coaches 
and phy ed instructors handle the 
training.

Rolling into 
the state 

finals
“Good things 

happen to those 
who patiently 
wait” or “If at 
first, you don’t 
succeed, try,  
try again.”

Either one 
or both of those 
tired old say-
ings could apply 
to the Awe-
some Blossoms 
football team, 
as they found 
success in the 
semi-finals of the state foot-
ball playoffs last Saturday 
and culminated their second 
straight undefeated season 
leading up to the finals.

In their fourth try, they 
shut out Ada-Borup and ex-
ercised the demons of three 
other semi-final losses over 
the last eight years. And it 
couldn’t have happened to 
a better or more deserving 
group of football players. As 
Coach Chad Gimbel ex-
pressed at a post-game press 
conference, “After 23 years 
of coaching, success of this 
magnitude is almost hard to 
believe.”

As in all the games this 
season, credit for the win 
has to go to the whole team. 
It is a team that has dis-
played a powerful blend of 
offense and defense. While 
the offense has rolled up 
nearly 60 points a game, the 
defense has pitched near 
shutouts in over half the con-
tests on the schedule. One 
couldn’t ask for much more 
than that.

Now the team will face 
BOLD again in two weeks, 
the team that sent them 
home in the semi-finals last 
year. Everyone knows that 
it will be a tough challenge, 
as they struggle against an-
other undefeated team. But 
I don’t think any player or 
Blossom fan will approach 
that contest with appre-
hension or fear. Bring the 
opposition on, and let’s see 
what happens.

TIME PASSES BY
It hardly seems possi-

ble that we are more than 
halfway through November, 
and there is still some farm 
work to finish. It certainly 
has been a difficult year 
for farmers, and we can 
all sympathize with their 
plight. Some farmers in the 
Red River Valley will have 
an almost nonexistent har-
vest because of the terrible 
weather conditions early in 
this growing season.

All we can do is hope 
that those individuals can 
withstand this year and get 
a better break from Mother 
Nature in the next season. 
That would seem to me to 
be the fair thing to happen. 
We all know it would be a 
deserving situation.

TURKEY DAY
In just over a week, most 

families will gather to 

celebrate and 
observe what 
most people 
have labeled 
“Turkey Day.” 
This particular 
holiday has 
foods specific to 
that day, besides 
the turkey, like 
green bean cas-
serole, candled 
yams, dressing, 
potatoes and 
gravy, and cran-
berry sauce.

Of course, the turkey 
remains the main item of 
food. Forty-five million 
turkeys were consumed in 
2015, just to give one example 
of its popularity. And when 
you add all the side dishes, 
it is understandable that 
Thanksgiving is probably 
the one festive holiday that 
has its own specific dishes. 
Some other holidays like 
Christmas find ham creep-
ing in as one of the main 
meats to serve, and other 
holidays find some other 
meats growing in popularity.

In fact, the observance of 
Thanksgiving remains one 
of our older and most ad-
mired ones. It was celebrated 
way back in colonial times 
when Pilgrims and Indians 
gathered to bless the har-
vest and give thanks for the 
preceding year. Way back in 
1863 the date was set to cel-
ebrate the day on the fourth 
Thursday in November, but 
it didn’t settle into that date 
permanently until it was 
legislated to be the fourth 
Thursday.

It is rather surprising that 
many countries around the 
world do observe Thanksgiv-
ing and how many do it on 
a date similar to our United 
States. So when we settle 
down and put on our bibs in 
preparation for partaking of 
the traditional turkey, take 
a moment to remember its 
history and add thanks for 
the occasion.

DATES AHEAD
It isn’t too early to note a 

couple of events. Thanks to 
Becky Noble and the local 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Saturday, Nov. 30 has been 
designated as local Small 
Business Saturday, and 
patrons are encouraged to 
shop locally. Retailers will 
have specials on that day, 
and trade at local businesses 
will be brisk.

Nor is it too early to start 
reminding the public of the 
Holiday Dazzle celebration 
marking the beginning of 
the holiday season. This 
is set for Friday, Dec. 6, 
and the community is 
looking towards another 
cooperative weather day as 
happened a year ago. This 
will be a day with excellent 
reasonable retail deals, 
games and music to fit the 
occasion. Mark your calen-
dars now take all this in, 
and we’ll talk again.

Outside
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

Class 1A Football
BOLD 33

Deer River 12

Underwood 8

Ada-Borup  20

GFW 6

Browerville 33

Blooming Prairie 42

Springfield-Comfrey 20
Blooming Prairie 41

10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 29
U.S. Bank Stadium

STATE 1A  
CHAMPIONS

Browerville 7

BOLD 56

BOLD

BLOOMING 
PRAIRIE

Ada-Borup 0

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Awesome Blossom eighth grade girls basketball players are just a few of the student athletes who use weight equip-
ment recently purchased by the Blooming Prairie Education Foundation. Shawntee Snyder works on a weight machine 
with the assistance of teammates Hailey Schumacher, left and Shanna Halverson, right.

A power lift

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie High School senior Adam Larson spends considerable time 
in the high school weight room. Here, Larson works on some of  the equip-
ment purchased for the school by the BP Ed Foundation. He is working with 
25-pound weights on each arm.
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Kasson • 634-7500 • 27 W Main St,5.5

Pease come 
support your local

 youth hockey
association pull tabs

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

Sen. David Senjem
District 29

AT THE CAPITOL:
State Office Building Room 147
100 Rev. Dr. M.L.K. Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-3903

ROCHESTER:
2423 12th Ave. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
507-282-7648

Prepared and paid for by Dave Senjem

Good Luck Teams!!

DEALER
• 507-732-5127 • 

OR TOLL FREE: 1-888-932-5127
1660 South Main St., Zumbrota

www.ZumbrotaFord.com

7. Chicago at Detroit (11/28)

3. Maryland at Michigan State

9. New Orleans at Atlanta (11/28)

11. Tennessee at Indianapolis 13. San Francisco at Baltimore 

1. Iowa at Nebraska 

8. Buffalo at Dallas (11/28)

4. Indiana at Purdue

10. Green Bay at New York Giants

12. Tampa Bay at Jacksonville 14. Los Angeles Chargers at Denver

2. Wisconsin at Minnesota*

 1 ___________________
 2 ___________________
 3 ___________________
 4 ___________________
 5 ___________________
 6 ___________________
 7 ___________________
 8 ___________________

 9 ___________________
 10 ___________________
 11 ___________________
12 ___________________
13 ___________________
14 ___________________
15 ___________________
16 ___________________

Name ____________________________
Address __________________________
Phone ___________________________

FOOTBALL CONTEST
ENTRY FORM

*Tie-Breaker Score ________________ *
2. Wisconsin at Minnesota*

Football Contest Rules
• Contest period: Sept. 11-Nov. 27
• How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game 
listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name 
in the blank with corresponding number. Cut out and send 
or drop off at Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming 
Prairie, MN 55917 or Dodge County Independent, 121 W. 
Main St., Kasson, MN 55944. You may enter in person, mail 
or e-mail to bptimes@frontiernet.net or dci@kmtel.com. Must 
be returned by 5 p.m. on Tuesday prior to games. (Note: the 
selected games are for the following week, not the current 
week.)
• Tie-Breaker: You must enter a score in the Tie-Breaker 
game or you will be disqualified.
• Prizes: We will award a gift card to local restaurant or 
grocery store to the person correctly predicting the most 
winners from the games listed. There will be a grand prize 
awarded to the person who picks the most correct games 
throughout the entire 12 weeks. All decisions by judges are 
final.
• Eligibility: Open to anyone age 14 or older, excluding staff 
of newspapers.

STEELE-DODGE STEELE-DODGE 
PIGSKIN MANIA 2019PIGSKIN MANIA 2019

15. New England at Houston

5. Ohio State at Michigan 

16. Minnesota at Seattle (12/2)

6. Iowa State at Kansas State

Office: 507-529-1161
www.bigelowhomes.net

WINNER: Dennis Tucker of Mantorville

SPONSORED BY
TOREY’S  FINE DINING 

OWATONNA

Kasson American Legion Post 333

               

LUNCH AT THE LEGION
Come grab a home-cooked meal on  

Monday and Tuesday from 11AM to 1:30PM. 

Choose from the  
Special of the Day, 

Hamburger or  
Cheeseburger  

Includes soup or salad, dessert & beverage $9  
Check our facebook page (Kasson American 

Legion Post 333) for weekly specials.
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‘Living or dead, family is 
still alive’ at Medford

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

For Randy Domstrand, 
who directed this year’s 
high school musical at 
Medford, there is one line 
in the play, “The Addams 
Family,” that always makes 
him chuckle: “Living or 
dead, family is still alive.”

“It kind of captures all 
the closeness of family and 
the silliness of the show,” 
said Domstrand.

The story of a weird, 
ghoulish family took center 
stage at Medford High 
School this past weekend 
as the school’s fall musical. 
It is the most popular high 
school play in the country 
right now, according to 
Domstrand.

The actual plot tells 
the story of Wednesday 
Addams, the daughter of 
the family. She’s grown up, 
fallen in love and arranged 
for her love interest’s 
family to meet her rather 
morbid family. Wednesday 
is portrayed in the play by 
Lily Roehrick, a junior.

“The show revolves 
around Wednesday’s 
turmoil,” Domstrand said. 
“She is a little high mainte-
nance.”

The other main char-
acters are Gomez Addams 
played by Rian Cloutier, 
a freshman, and Morticia 
Addams played by Irene 
Charro Vico, a sophomore 
foreign exchange student.

Domstrand called the 
trio of main cast members 
“pivotal and essential” 
to the success of the play. 
He described the play as 
“a dark comedy.” He said 
some may have gotten 
spooked by the zombies, but 
in general it was “dark in a 
silly way.”

Auditions for the play 
started back in mid-Sep-
tember. Domstrand said 

the biggest decision as 
a director is casting the 
show. “If you cast it well, 
shows can come together 
seamless,” he noted.

One of the greatest 
challenges this year was the 
decision to involve students 
in the play that were also 
committed to other school 
activities. “We allowed 
athletes and cheerleaders 
to participate in the show,” 
Domstrand said. He praised 
the decision for opening 
up a lot of opportunity for 
more students, but found it 
was challenging in trying to 
schedule around everyone.

Another challenge was 
the fact that Domstrand ex-
perienced serious health is-
sues this fall and had to rely 
heavily on his co-director, 
Benjamin Beaupre, to pull 
things together. “Without 
his presence, it might have 
been insurmountable,” 
Domstrand said.

For Domstrand, he 
has the most fun seeing 

the performers pull it all 
together. “I love seeing 
students experimenting 
with their character,” he 
said, adding he prefers to 
let students come up with 

their own character rather 
than directing them to be a 
certain way.

There were 34 students 
in grades 7-12 involved in 
this year’s play.

Board learns 
health alliance 

exceeding budget 
projections

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

During last Tuesday’s 
regular county board ses-
sion, the commissioners 
heard from South Coun-
try Health Alliance CEO 
Leota Lind.

Lind gave an update 
on the current financial 
standing for the coun-
ty-based health service. 
“I am pleased to be able to 
say that the information 
I will be sharing today 
will be a lot more positive 
than the information I 
shared the last time I was 
here,” she said.

Last year was a down 
year for SCHA, which Lind 
described as an “anomaly” 
rather than a trend. Part of 
this was due to an unusu-
al amount of high-cost 
medical claims, including 
multiple transplants.

This year, SCHA has 
posted a net income of $2.6 
million as of the end of 
September. “We were bud-
geted to be at only about 
a $32,000 net income for 
the year,” Lind explained. 
“We’re exceeding our bud-
get projections.”

“Driving the results, 
we’ve had increased 

membership for 2019, 
and as you’ll recall we 
took a very conservative 
approach for our mem-
bership projects for 2019 
because we had seen such 
a decline in 2018,” Lind 
said. “We’re running 
about 2% above budget on 
our membership.”

All of this is good news 
for SCHA, which recent-
ly had been involved in 
a legal battle with the 
Department of Human 
Resources after they 
notified SCHA they would 
be rejecting a proposal 
to provide health care. 
This issue was resolved 
through mediation, and 
since then SCHA has 
continue to successfully 
operate as a county-based 
health plan.

“When we look at 
revenue, revenue is very 
much driven by mem-
bership, and our DHS 
Medicaid revenue is up 
about 1.9% so it’s very 
much in line with the 2% 
additional membership,” 
Lind told the board.

Lind also gave some 
perspective on the 2020 
year. “As we look ahead 

How much is 
too much?

I’m a peo-
ple watcher. 
I love to ob-
serve human 
behavior 
and interac-
tion. When 
I decided to 
consciously 
put my own 
phone away 
and close 
my laptop 
when out 
and about, I clearly saw 
what was happening all 
around me. I observed the 
countless people on their 
phones at what I would 
consider inappropriate, or 
at the very least, unusual 
times.

What have you noticed? 
Among my observations 
are families out for dinner 
with a child on their 
phone with headphones 
on, adults in meetings, 
trainings, or on the job 
while almost constantly 
on their phone, even my 
own grandparents on 
their phone during face to 
face conversations seem-
ingly more interested in 
what’s happening on-line 
than in the room. All this 
observation makes me 
ask, “How much is too 
much?”

Smartphones, tablets 
and computers have 
become prevalent in our 
modern society, and the 
youth of today will never 
know what it’s like to not 
have the instant gratifi-
cation of the internet in 
their lifetime. While the 
benefits of technology are 
numerous and include: 

increased con-
nectivity to 
people world-
wide; business 
entrepreneur-
ship; ability 
to learn, seek 
help, and raise 
awareness for 
worthy caus-
es, it is not 
without some 
alarming 
drawbacks.

According to mental 
health professionals, ex-
cessive use of cell phones 
can result in both phys-
ical and psychological 
health issues including:

Online Compulsions. 
Gaming, gambling, stock 
trading, online shopping 
or bidding on auction sites 
like eBay can often lead to 
financial and job-related 
problems.

Information over-
load. Compulsive web 
surfing, watching videos, 
playing games or check-
ing news feeds can lead 
to lower productivity at 
work or school and isolate 
you for hours at a time. 
Compulsive use of the 
Internet and smartphone 
apps can cause you to 
neglect other aspect of 
your life, from real-world 
relationships to hobbies 
and social pursuits.

Cybersex addiction. 
Compulsive sexting, 
nude-swapping, pornog-
raphy or adult messaging 
services can negatively 
impact your real-life 
relationships and overall 

Historical Society elects board 
members and honors volunteers

BY KAREN  
M. JORGENSEN

COUNTY WRITER

The Steele County 
Historical Society elected 
new board members, gave 
out a variety of awards and 
heard a presentation from 
Kent Whitworth, executive 
director of the Minnesota 
Historical Society at the 
group’s annual meeting 
last week.

“This is a strong orga-
nization,” said Executive 
Director James Lund-

gren. “It has a very bright 
future.”

Two incumbent board 
members and three new 
members were elected. 
Re-elected to new terms 
were Ryan Gillespie and 
Ken Hendricksen. New 
members are Char Ost, 
Keith Holman and Dave 
Effertz.

A variety of awards were 
also given out. Preserva-
tion Awards went to Tory’s 
and Wells Fargo in down-
town Owatonna and the 
Community Partnership 

Award went to the Owaton-
na Parks and Recreation 
Department.

Individuals recognized 
included MaryAnn Hig-
gins, Noah Moore, Bev Fal-
teysek and Kaye Fransen.

History is relevant to 
today and “incredibly 
valuable to our future,” 
said Whitworth. One of the 
thing history does, he said, 
is connect us.

Eight or 10 years ago, he 
said, he was in Washing-
ton, D.C. with others in the 
history field lobbying mem-

bers of Congress as to the 
relevancy of history. They 
felt as if they were invisible 
because all anybody want-
ed to talk about was STEM, 
Whitworth said.

The history profession-
als loved science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math,” he said. In fact, he 
said, some of the greatest 
advocates for history came 
from these fields and never 
meant for history to be 
left out. A few years later 

SEE BOARD LEARNS, B5

SEE HOW MUCH, B5

SEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, B5

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Kent Whitworth, executive director of the Minnesota Histori-
cal Society, was the speaker at last week’s annual meeting of 
the Steele County Historical Society. 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER 
Abby Cloutier is shackled with chains as Pugsley Addams during the Addams Family play this past weekend in Medford. 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER 
Roberta Domstrand takes on the role as Grandma in the 
popular high school musical, “The Addams Family.” She even 
takes a lick of a little creepy critter during the performance. 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER 
Look out! Gomez Addams (Rian Cloutier) pulls a sword during the Medford school play with 
a little fear setting in from Alice Beineke (Emily Cloutier). 

Steele Talkin’ 
ANDREA MARSHALL
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE UPCOMING
COMMUNITY EDUCATION CLASSES

With Shelley Johnson
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

High School library
Begins Tuesday, Nov. 26 - Dec. 19 (7 classes), 

6:30-7:30 p.m.,

$22

Blooming Prairie Community Education 
Michelle Southworth
Community Ed Coordinator

HURRY! Sign up and pay by Friday, Nov. 22. 

Sign up can be done by emailing 
msouthworth@blossoms.k12.mn.us, calling 

507-583-4426, or electronically in the
community education section at

www.blossoms.k12.mn.us.

Yoga
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Tuesdays and Thursdays 

High School library
Begins Tuesday, Nov. 26 - Dec. 19 (7 classes), 

6:30-7:30 p.m.,

$22

Blooming Prairie Community Education 
Michelle Southworth
Community Ed Coordinator

HURRY! Sign up and pay by Friday, Nov. 22. 

Sign up can be done by emailing 
msouthworth@blossoms.k12.mn.us, calling 

507-583-4426, or electronically in the
community education section at

www.blossoms.k12.mn.us.

Yoga

BLOOMING PRAIRIE UPCOMING
COMMUNITY EDUCATION CLASSES

With Shelley Johnson
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

High School library
Begins Tuesday, Nov. 26 - Dec. 19 (7 classes), 

6:30-7:30 p.m.,

$22

Blooming Prairie Community Education 
Michelle Southworth
Community Ed Coordinator

HURRY! Sign up and pay by Friday, Nov. 22. 

Sign up can be done by emailing 
msouthworth@blossoms.k12.mn.us, calling 

507-583-4426, or electronically in the
community education section at

www.blossoms.k12.mn.us.

Yoga

the arts were added to 
make STEAM but it still 
seemed like history was 
excluded, he said.

But then, he said, they 
realized they might be 
partly to blame them-
selves because of the way 
they talked about history 
and did not emphasize the 
value of history.

So they came up with 
a statement for the field 
that’s helpful to reframe 
the relevance of history, 
he said. One of the things, 
he said, is the sense of 
identity that individuals 
have through their past 
yet they just sort of pre-
sume it when they should 
talk about it.

Another area where 
history is valuable to 
individuals is the skills 
people develop as they 
engage with the past. 
Anyone who has done 
any research, he said, 
has developed really im-
portant critical thinking 
skills.

History has so many 
valuable skills embed-
ded in it, he said, when 

we don’t just teach 
names and dates. Skills 
like critical thinking 
that are needed, he said, 
to develop a work force 
that is being trained for 
jobs that do not even 
exist yet.

The next big event for 
the society will be Christ-
mas in the Village Friday 
and Saturday,  
Dec. 6 and 7.

The Village of Yester-
year and History Center 
will be open from 4:30 to 
8 p.m. on Friday with the 
Soup Supper from 4:30 to 
6:30 in the History Cen-
ter’s Wenger Room.

Other Friday activi-
ties will include a Fan-
cy Cookie Sale in the 
History Center, hands-on 
children’s activities in the 
Village and the History 
Center, live music, a  
gift shop and visits  
with Santa.

The activities will 
continue from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday. Sunday 
will feature the Historical 
Society’s Holiday Home 
Tour.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY: 
elects board members  FROM B4

BOARD LEARNS: exceeding budget projections  FROM B4

to 2020, we have signed the 
contracts with the State 
of Minnesota for 2020, and 
we’ve received the base 
rates at the end of October,” 
she said. “We won’t know 
the final rates until the end 
of December.”

“With the base rates, 
they were favorable com-
pared to what we had used 
for our assumptions for 
our 2020 forecast, so we’re 
comfortable moving ahead 
with those contracts,” Lind 
explained to the board.

Due to the positive fi-
nancial trend this year, all 
of the commissioners were 
glad to hear of SCHA’s 
recent success. “Last year 
was pretty devastating,” 
County Commissioner 
Rick Gnemi said before 
complimenting Lind 
on this year’s progress. 
“Thank you, it’s very com-
mendable what you’ve been 
able to accomplish.”

Also, during the meet-
ing, the board held a public 

hearing for the 2020-2024 
Highway Capital Improve-
ment Plan with input from 
county engineers Greg 
Ilkka and Paul Sponholz. 
The county has numerous 
projects on the horizon, 
including both standard 
road maintenance, re-
habilitation, and larger 
reconstruction projects on 
county roads.

“We’ve got several 
funding sources for most of 
our projects here and a lot 
of it is state aid funding,” 
Sponholz said. “Then you 
have the sales tax and the 
wheelage tax that the coun-
ty board approved several 
years ago. We’re bringing 
in about $2.6 million from 
sales tax and about three 
quarters of a million from 
wheelage tax.”

For the 2020 year, the 
Highway Department has 
numerous projects on the 
docket. “This is the part of 
the Capital Improvements 
Plan that is most locked 

down in our opinion,” 
Sponholz said of the bevy 
of proposed projects for the 
2020 year.

Some of the proposed 
projects include construc-
tion of a roundabout at the 
intersection of Highway 
34 and Highway 45 as well 
as 20 miles of pavement 
that will be pulverized and 
replaced throughout the 
county. There will also be 
many projects continued 
from the 2019 year, includ-
ing 10 miles of new pave-
ment.

“We tend to like to 
resurface portions that are 
in fair condition, depend-
ing on what we’ve done 
with that road in the past,” 
Sponholz explained. “If we 
can catch a road in that 
fair condition and put an 
overlay on it, we can extend 
that life another 10 or 20 
years, but after we’ve done 
an overlay or two then it’s 
time to consider more of a 
rehabilitation-type project.”

Sponholz predicted that 
the Highway 14 expansion 
by the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation 
could result in additional 
projects. “That’s going 
to make some changes to 
traffic, the old 14 is getting 
tied into Highway 180, so I 
know there have been some 
intersection proposals but 
we’ve kind of tabled that 
depending on where traffic 
will be after Highway 14,” 
he said. “We’ll see where 
that all goes.”

The new high school 
facility to be located at 18 
Street SE in Owatonna will 
also likely result in the 
need for additional proj-
ects. “What would be ideal 
is if we had a traffic impact 
study for the new high 
school done and be able to 
incorporate that,” Coun-
ty Engineer Greg Ilkka 
concluded.

The next regular county 
board session is scheduled 
for Nov. 26 at 5 p.m.

BP FFA collects toys again
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

The Blooming Prairie 
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) chapter is once 
again joining hands with 
the Ronald McDonald 
House of Rochester.

Their objective is to put 
smiles on the faces of little 
kids fighting medical issues.

The Ronald McDonald 
House of Rochester pro-
vides a home-away-from 
home and offers support to 
families seeking medical 
care for their children.

This is the fifth year that 
the local FFA chapter, ad-
vised by Bill Rinkenberger 
(known to his students and 
friends as Rink), is looking 
for community help in col-
lecting toys that can be sent 
to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Rochester.

The community toy 
drive starts Monday, Nov. 
25 and will end Sunday, 
Dec. 8. Dropoff points are 
the Blooming Prairie High 
School office, the BP Elemen-
tary School office and the 
Prairie Manor Care Center.

The toys need not be 
wrapped.

FFA members ask that 
community members bring 
something new or nearly 
new. Rinkenberger suggest-
ed these items as possibil-
ities for donations: stuffed 
animals, puzzles, books, 
crayons, color books and 
anything a kid could use.

The project gained a 
beginning on the urging of 
FFA advisor Rinkenberger, 
a native of Fosston, Minn.

Rinkenberger said he 
was stricken with cancer 
in 2003 and was transfer-
ring his medical records 
to Rochester. On a visit 
for therapy in Rochester, 
Rinkenberger said he 
had some time to wander 
around the hospital.

“I ended up in the 
children’s cancer wing and 
saw some heart wrench-
ing examples of little kids 
threatened with the effects 
of cancer,” Rinkeberger 
relates.

“I thought if there was a 
way to help, the Ronald Mc-
Donald House might be the 
answer,” Rinkenberger said. 
He made the connection and 
the project has continued.

Rinkenberger comman-
deers a seven-passenger 
van from the Blooming 
Prairie School District to 
take the toys to the Ronald 
McDonald House.

The project involves most 
of the Blooming Prairie 
FFA chapter members. The 
chapter recently broke the 
50-member mark and now 
has 54 members. The chap-
ter had only 12 members in 
2003, Rinkenberger related.

“We get a tour of the fa-
cilities and I wish we could 
talk to the kids but we must 
communicate with staff be-
cause of privacy concerns,” 
Rinkenberger said.

The Ronald McDon-
ald House is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. 
Governed by a volunteer 
board of trustees, the 
House hosts 42 families 

each night and has been in 
operation since 1980.

In 2017, 1,079 families 
were unable to stay with us 
because when they called, 
no rooms were available. 
In the past four years, the 
Ronald McDonald House of 
Rochester has turned away 
more than 4,000 families 
who needed our services.

To address this need, the 
Ronald McDonald House of 
Rochester opened an expan-
sion of the current facility 
along Second Street SW.

The House celebrated 
its grand opening with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
on May 16. The expansion 
increases the number of 
guest rooms from 42 to 70 
and adds much-needed 
community spaces, includ-
ing indoor and outdoor play 
areas for children.

emotional health. Spend-
ing hours engaging in 
fantasies impossible in 
real life, may make it more 
difficult to develop healthy 
intimate relationship and 
can damage existing rela-
tionships.

Virtual relationships. 
Social networking, dating 
apps, texting, and mes-
saging can extend to the 
point where virtual online 
friends become more im-
portant than real-life inter-
actions. Online friendships 
can be appealing as they 
tend to exist in a bubble, 
not subject to the same de-
mands as messy real-world 
relationships.

Increasing depression 
and loneliness. While it 
may seem being connected 
online would help people 
fill the void, research has 
shown just the opposite. 
There is a high correlation 
between high social media 
usage and depression and 
anxiety. People, especially 
teens, tend to compare 

themselves unfavorably 
with their peers which can 
promote feelings or inade-
quacy and fear of missing 
out (FOMO).

Increasing stress and 
decreasing productiv-
ity. The persistent buzz 
of your smartphone can 
distract you from import-
ant tasks, slow your work 
and interrupt moments 
that are crucial to creativ-
ity and problem solving. 
The mere presence of a 
phone in a work/school 
place tends to make people 
more anxious and perform 
poorly on given tasks. 
The heavier a person’s 
phone use, the greater the 
anxiety.

Encouraging self-ab-
sorption. People who 
spend a lot of time on 
social media are more 
likely to display negative 
personality traits such 
as narcissism. Snapping 
endless selfies, posting all 
your thoughts or details 
about your life can create 
an unhealthy self-centered-
ness, distancing you from 
real-life relationships and 
making it harder to cope 
with stress.

What are some signs 
or symptoms of too much 

smartphone use and pos-
sibly addiction? These are 
just a few questions you 
can ask yourself:

· Do you have trouble 
completing tasks at home 
or work because you’ve 
been busy chatting online, 
texting, or playing games?

· Is your social life suf-
fering because of the time 
you spend on your phone or 
other device?

· Do you conceal your 
smartphone use? Do you get 
irritated or cranky if your 
online time is interrupted?

· Do you feel a sense of 
dread, anxiety or panic if 
you leave your smartphone 
at home or it the battery 
runs low? Do you feel 
phantom vibrations from 
your phone?

If you feel you are strug-
gling with the overuse 
of technology. Here are 
some self-help tips to help 
you keep it under control. 
While you can initiate 
many of these individually, 
it would be easier if you 
had outside support from 
friends, family members or 
a professional therapist.

· Recognize triggers that 
make you reach for your 
phone and find healthier 
more effective ways of 

managing your moods 
such as practicing relax-
ation techniques, playing 
with children or pets, or 
getting outside.

· Understand the impor-
tance of face to face interac-
tion verses online. Face to 
Face conversations, making 
eye contact and responding 
to body language can make 
you feel calm, safe and 
understood and can help 
you better manage stress. A 
virtual hug does not replace 
a real hug in times of crisis 
or happy celebrations.

· There are many apps, 
such as Flipd or Mute, that 
you can use to modify or 
limit your use of smart-
phones.

· Turn it off. Set specific 
times of the day you will 
use your phone rather than 
checking it every moment 
you get.

Cell phone addiction 
doesn’t have to ruin your 
life, your work, or your 
relationships with others. 
If these tips still don’t help, 
it might be a sign that cell 
phone addiction is more of 
an issue in your life than you 
realized. Seek professional 
help and treatment if you 
can’t reduce it on your own.

So, set the phone down, 
close the laptop and look 
around. The people and 
places around you can be 
interesting to observe!

Andrea Marshall is 
a health educator with 
Steele County Public 
Health. Steele Talkin’ 
is a regular column 
featuring authors repre-
senting various organi-
zations around Steele 
County.

HOW MUCH: is too much?  FROM B4

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Blooming Prairie Future Farmers of America (FFA) chapter is again collecting toys and 
other items for the Ronald McDonald House in Rochester. Helping make collection boxes are, 
front row: Bo Zwiener; second row: Bill Rinkenberger, Lexi Ripka, Naomi Lebak, Jaylee Schle-
icher, Madelaine Stoen, Oliva Anderson, Carter Bishop and Sophie Schiller; back row: Kaiden 
Finley, Chris Naatz, Cortney Espy, Cyprus Schleicher, Brandon Ripka and Grady Steckelberg. 
Missing was Lexi Steckelberg.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

J & H LIQUOR
WINTER EVENTS

Dec. 6: Holiday Dazzle 
Downtown Festivities
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Dec. 7: Chili Cook-Off 
5 p.m.-7p.m.

Dec. 14: Harvey's 
Holiday Cheer 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Dec 21: EUCHRE 1 p.m.

Holiday Hours
Dec. 24: Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Dec. 25: CLOSED..Merry 
Christmas

Dec. 31: New Years Eve
             Munchies 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
             Champagne @ Midnight
Jan. 1: Closed..Happy 2020!!

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, OR RETIREMENT PARTY

All event details 
available at J&H Liquor
340 E. Main St.•Blooming Prairie

583-7557

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own
this hometown bar/off-sale. 
Contact Harvey for details.

NOV. 22
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building

NOV. 25
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building

NOV. 26
6:30 p.m. – Tae Kwon 

Do, Ellendale Elementary 
Gym

7:30 p.m. – Ellendale 
City Council Meeting, 
Community Building

NOV. 27
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building

NOV. 21
6:30 p.m. – Family Fun 

Night, BP Library

NOV. 24
7 p.m. – Community 

Thanksgiving Worship,  
First Lutheran

NOV. 26
6 p.m. – Book Club, BP 

Library

DEC. 3
7 p.m. – Ladies 

Christmas Tea, First Baptist

DEC. 6
Holiday Dazzle

NOV. 21
7:30 a.m. – Mayor’s 

Prayer Breakfast, Country 
Club

Noon – Business Boot 
Camp

6 p.m. – Better Together 
Series, Owatonna Middle 
School

6:30 p.m. – Family Fun 
Night, Owatonna Library

NOV. 23
10 a.m. – Holiday 

Cooking Event, Cabela’s
2:30 p.m. – Minnesota in 

the Great War presentation, 
Owatonna Library

NOV. 24
3 p.m. – Oyster-Chili 

Supper, Aurora Lutheran

NOV. 25
7 p.m. – Medford City 

Council Meeting, City Admin 
Building

NOV. 26
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

– Preschool Storytime, 
Owatonna Library

4 p.m. – Public Utilities 
Meeting, OPU

5 p.m. – Steele County 
Board Meeting, County 
Admin Building

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

Christmas in the Village 
and Holiday Home Tour 

returns to SCHS
The Steele County His-

torical Society (SCHS) is 
excited to host its annual 
Christmas in the Village 
event and Holiday Home 
Tour.

These historic events 
will take place on Friday, 
Dec. 6 from 4:30-8 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Village 
of Yesteryear, 1448 Austin 
Road in Owatonna and 
the History Center at 1700 
Austin Road.

Sponsored by Jean-
nette Homuth, Christmas 
in the Village, a holiday 
spectacular for all ages 
will leave everyone in awe. 
Come step back in time 
and enjoy a fully decorat-
ed historic village fit for a 
Hallmark movie.

A highlight of the event 
is the lavishly decorated 
Dunnell Mansion where 
you can even see Santa 
himself! The historic man-
sion will feature different 
holiday themes designed 
and decorated by local 
decorators and communi-
ty groups. Enjoy holiday 
music in the parlor. There 
will be inspiration at every 
turn. Featured decorators 
this year include: First Lu-
theran Church decorating 
the Parlor, the VFW dec-
orating the Men’s Parlor, 
Prairie Home decorating 
the Ladies Parlor, Urban 
Loft decorating the Dining 
Room (room sponsored 
by Jeannette Homuth), 
Darlene Noble and Janet 
Miller decorating the 
Kitchen, Dodie Ellingson 
decorating the Fashion 
Room, Job’s Daughters 
decorating the Children’s 
Room, The Steele County 
Historical Society decorat-
ing the Pillsbury Room, 

Cedar Floral decorating 
the Ladies Sitting Room 
and the Master Bedroom, 
Bev Falteysek decorating 
the Bathroom, Cashwise 
decorating the History 
Center, Mike and Brenda 
Jensen decorating Saco 
Church, SAC student dec-
orating the School House 
and General Store, Hy-Vee 
decorating the Gazebo.

The luminary lit 
Village of Yesteryear will 
come alive Friday, Dec. 
6, at 4:30 p.m., with fun 
crafts, music and activi-
ties for all. Stop by the log 
cabin to see Mrs. Claus for 
some Christmas wisdom!

A Soup Supper spon-
sored by Rocon will be 
held Friday, 4:30-6:30 p.m., 
in the History Center. This 
homemade meal is sure 
to warm you up on a cold 
December day! Your choice 
of wild rice soup or chili, 
bread, a beverage, and a 
holiday cookie. Soup will 
be available for purchase 
on Saturday during lunch. 

Tickets are available at the 
History Center in advance 
or at the door. The cost is 
$7 for adults and children 
over 12. Hot dogs will also 
be available for purchase.

While you’re at the 
History Center, enjoy a 
delicious cup of coffee 
and a fancy cookie from 
our cookie sale. Visit the 
County Junction, A Gift 
Shop in Time, for locally 
crafted specialty gift items 
or peruse the wide range 
of locally authored books. 
You are sure to find some-
thing unique for everyone 
on your holiday shopping 
list! On Saturday you will 
also be able to check out an 
OHS Maker Space.

The History Center will 
feature live music Friday 
and Saturday, the schedule 
is as follows:
Friday
4:30-5:30 p.m.: Hans Hohr-
man
5:30-6 p.m.: Straight River 
Strings
6-7 p.m.: Off Beats

7-8 p.m.: Dave Williams 
and Company
Saturday
10-11 a.m.: Irish Tune 
Players
Noon-1 p.m.: Methodist 
Men’s Chorus
1-2 p.m. Ellendale Method-
ist Church Choir
The holiday fun continues 
on Sunday, Dec. 3 when 
the “Holiday Home Tour” 
returns from Noon-5 p.m. 
The following Owatonna 
homes will be featured:
1. Kathy Purdie- 137 
Franklin Ave., Owatonna
2. Steve and Karen Graff- 2 
Augusta Place, Owatonna
3. Kerri Kuhn-1005 Cotter 
Place NE, Owatonna
4. Kory and Melissa Kath- 
2112 Harbour Oak Dr., 
Owatonna
5. Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church of Litomysl- 9946 
SE 24th Ave, Owatonna
6. Rich and Suzanne Dotta- 
9925 SE 24th Ave, Owaton-
na (across from Liomysl)
7. Dunnell House- Village 
of Yesteryear – 1448 Austin 
Rd., Owatonna
8. Saco Church-Village of 
Yesteryear – 1448 Austin 
Rd. Owatonna

Admission to the Vil-
lage and History Center 
on Friday and Saturday 
is free. Some events may 
have fees.

Exhibits currently in 
the History Center are 
“Over Here, Over There: 
The Great War,” and “Toys 
& Play 1970 to Today.” All 
proceeds from Christmas 
in the Village benefit the 
Steele County Historical 
Society hands-on educa-
tional programming and 
exhibitions. For more 
information about Christ-
mas in the Village or SCHS 
please call 507-451-1420.

Community 
Thanksgiving  

service planned
A community Thanks-

giving worship will take 
place on Sunday, Nov. 24 
at 7 p.m. at First Luther-
an Church in Blooming 
Prairie.

The guest preacher 
will be Pastor Suzanne 
Froelich, who currently 

serves at Red Oak Grove 
Lutheran Church in rural 
Austin.

An offering will be tak-
en benefiting the Bloom-
ing Prairie Ministerium 
Emergency Fund.

Fellowship will follow 
the service.

Volunteers needed for 
Toys for Tots

Steele County Toys 
for Tots is seeking volun-
teers to help shop for toys 
on Thanksgiving night, 
Thursday, Nov. 28. Shop-
ping will take between 
1-2 hours at Target and 
Wal-Mart of Owatonna. 
Volunteers are asked to be 
at least 16 years or older.

Volunteers are also 
sought to help with the setup 
and distribution of toys on 
Dec. 16-18 at Trinity Luther-
an Church of Owatonna.

Please call Maryanne 
Higgins, Steele County 
Toys for Tots volunteer 
coordinator, at 507-363-6911 
or email her at maryanne-
higgins1955@gmail.com 
if you are interested in 
volunteering.

For more information 
about Steele County Toys 
for Tots visit its website at 
owatonna-mn.toysfortots.
org or check for updates on 
the Steele County Toys for 
Tots Facebook page.

Live nativity coming  
to Albert Lea

Live animals, costumed 
characters and music 
are coming to Albert Lea 
for the 26th annual Drive 
Through Live Nativity.

It will take place at New 
Life Christian Church, 1705 
SE Marshall St., Albert Lea, 
on Friday, Dec. 6 and Satur-
day, Dec. 7 from 7-9 p.m. The 
event is free admission.

Organizers encourage 
people to come and experi-
ence Bethlehem, the night 
that Jesus was born. Bring 
your family and friends 
and enjoy the live animals, 
the angels and shepherds, 
Mary and Joseph at the Inn 
and more.

For more information, 
call 507-383-0814.

Bridging the political 
divide with conversation 

skills workshop
In a time when political 

divisions are creating 
stress among friends, 
families and in the work-
place, Better Angels is 
holding a skills workshop, 
“Talking Across the Po-
litical Divide” from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 26, 
at Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church, 1909 St. Paul Rd., 
Owatonna.

Trained moderators 
will help participants 
learn techniques and 
methods for having 
respectful conversations 
that clarify differenc-
es, search for common 
ground and affirm the 
importance of the rela-
tionship, said Elizabeth 
Gilthvedt, of the Noon 
Rotary Club.

The moderators will 
talk about having dis-
cussions with people 
who have perspectives, 
feelings and experiences 
that differ from you polit-
ically and how to convey 
your own perspective, 
feelings and experiences 
in a respectful way. They 
will address tone-setting 
skills, listening skills and 
speaking skills.

Following the mod-
erators presentation, 
participants will have an 
opportunity to practice 
these conversation skills 
with someone with a 

similar political outlook 
– red or blue. The “reds” 
lean conservative and 
tend to vote Republican 
while the “blues” lean 
liberal and tend to vote 
Democratic. If you fall in 
somewhere in the middle 
of this spectrum, Gilth-
vedt said, you can choose 
a side for purposes of 
practicing your  
new skills.

The workshop is for 
anyone who is interested 
in having better conversa-
tion skills with those who 
are on the other side of 
the political divide.

Refreshments will be 
available at the workshop.

There is no charge 
to attend the workshop 
but those interested are 
asked to register through 
Eventbrite at www.
eventbrite.com and search 
Better Angels Owatonna 
or contact Gilthvedt at 
erbg@hickorytech.net.

Better Angels is a 
bipartisan citizen’s move-
ment launched in 2016 to 
unify a divided nation. By 
bringing Americans, both 
red and blue, together 
in a working alliance 
the group is building 
new ways to talk with 
one another, participate 
together in public life and 
influence the direction of 
the nation.

Parkinson’s group 
changes meeting date

The Owatonna Parkin-
son’s Support Group will 
meet Monday, Nov. 25 
from 2–3:30 p.m.

at the Owatonna Public 
Library in the Gainey 
Room, which is accessible 
by elevator.

All support group mem-
bers and community visi-
tors are asked to please note 
the change in the meeting 
day to Monday, Nov. 25.

Dr. Kai Miller from the 
Mayo Clinic will speak 
about Deep Brain Stim-
ulation for people with 
Parkinson’s disease. A 
neurosurgeon, Dr. Miller 
recently came to Mayo 
after studying at Stanford 
University in California. 
He earned medical and 
PhD degrees from the Uni-
versity of Washington.

Dr. Miller will discuss 
surgery, candidacy, and 
the process necessary for 
patients who receive Deep 
Brain Stimulation. He will 
also talk about the newest 
device on the market from 
Boston Scientific that is 
being utilized by the Mayo 
Clinic team.

The Parkinson’s 
Support Group has been 
organized to provide a 
resource for patients and 
their caregivers. The group 
usually meets the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 
All individuals who have 
Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers are invited to 
attend. The meetings are 
free and open to the public. 
For further information, 
contact Linda Hoffman at 
507-977-2171.

Help for vets 
available next week

Veterans needing help 
can utilize the Steele 
County Veteran’s Service 
Office.

On Wednesday, Nov. 
27 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., 
Rene Gilormini, ser-
vice officer with Steele 
County, will be on hand 
for his monthly outreach 

at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club. He 
will then go to Ellendale 
where he will be available 
from 11 to 11:30 a.m. at 
the Ellendale Community 
Building.

Gilormini’s office pro-
vides help for veterans on 
a regular basis.

7am • Noon •  6pm • 9pm 

507-363-9275 • 877-754-0592 • www.bertrandmemorial.com

•  Allow us to help you select a memorial 
that is right for you

• Locations in Rochester & Austin
• Serving Southern MN and Northern IA

bremker@gmail.com Bob Remker

• Uncompromising Quality
• Timeless Remembrance
• Enduring Beauty

Tom and Nancy Peterson of Blooming Prairie visited a 
beautifully decorated upstairs room in the Dunnell House 
of the Village of Yesteryear in Owatonna during the 2018 
festival. The room was decorated by Donna Maixner, Joanne 
Sorenson and Kaye Toquam.
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HOW TO COOK TURKEY

MS. AVERY &  
MS. SCHMIDT’S CLASSES

Frist you get your cooking 
suplies. Secound you grab 
your cook book and read the 
ingredients and then you 
follow the direcins. 3. You 
do what the ingredients to 
make a turkey. 4. You take 
the turkey and put it in the 
roster and then after a willy 
and then you take the rop of 
the turkey and put it back in 
the roster for like 5 to 10 min 
and then take it out at 5 min 
and eat a tiney pice and try it 
if you think it is fin you take it 
out a cet it and it is done if you 
think it could be cook more 
put it in and take it out 10 min 
and try it if it is good take it 
out and cut it and your turkey 
is done. Finally. Your turkey 
is done.

■ Peyton Lembke

Step 1: It depens on the 
season. Spring is probaly the 
best time. Winter not so much. 
Because winter you have to 
build a igloo. So make sure its 
spring.

Step 2: Get some wood and 
some rocks. Place the rocks in 
a circle. Then take the wood 
you have and make it into a 
teepee. But make sure your 
wood is thick and short.

Step 3: Blow really hard on 
the wood or take to rocks or 
sticks and rub them really fast 
together for about till it makes 
smoke. Then you have a fire.

Step 4: Take two tall skinny 
sticks and stick them in the 
ground one on the left side of 
the fire and the right side.

Step 5: Take a gun and 
shoot the turkey. But shoot a 
big one so you can have a big 
meal.

Step 6: Take the turkey to 
shot take a knive and cut all 
the feathers off so its naked. 
Then take a stick and poke it 
through the turkey.

Step 7: Place the stick that 
you stabbed through the tur-
key and place it on the sticks 
on the sides of your fire.

Step 8: You have cooked 
your turkey, now you can eat 
it all.

■ Unsigned
First get splise. Next put 

the turkey on the table. Second 
kill the turkey. Then cut the 
skin of. After put it in the oven 
for 55fº. Last serve the dilisus 
turkey to the peple.

■ Otto Ehlers
1. First you wosh the 
turkey.
2. Next you tack stuf out of 
the turkey.
3. Then you put it in the 
uven.
4. Last when it is rede you 
eat et.
■ Unsigned

Step 1: Get a well chras 
amumol.
Step 2: Kill the turkey
Step 3: bo all of this stuf it is 
sicret thow.
Step 4: Clin a pan.
Step 5: Put the turkey on 
the clin pan.
Step 6: Pot sisuning on it.
Step 7: Turn the tepther up 
to 30 Farin hit.
Step 8: Wate 30 minits.
Step 9: Tack it out.
Step 10: Put all frowts and 
veshudols around it.
Step 11: Pot it on the taball.
Step 12: Eat it.
■ Love, Karmen

Step 1: You have to git a live 
turkey.
Step 2: You kill it.
Step 3: Go get tools from the 
store to pull it ingredients 
and copy a cook book.
Step 4: Tack the stuff out 
of the turkey that you can 
not eat.
Step 5: You have to get a 
pon out.
Step 6: Set the oven to 350?.
Step 7: Wate for the oven to 
beep.
Step 8: Put the turkey in the 
oven.
Step 9: Tack it out and put 
stuff that mack it tast good.
Step 10: Put it on the tabel 
and cook other food to 
mack it look good and mack 
it look lick a feest.
Step: EAT IT!
■ Unsigned

Step 1: You buy your ingre-
dients.
Step 2: You get a nice and 
big space to cook.
Step 3: Go to your oven and 
start it at 230F? and leve it 
for a few min.
Step 4: Get a turkey and put 
water and spray on it and 
put it in the oven.
Step 5: Take it out and eat it.
PS: Have fun!
■ Sencerly, Aubree

Step 1: Go by a turkey.
Step 2: Set the oven to 450 
degrease for 1 hour and 30 
minuts.
Step 3: Take it out of the 
oven.
Step 4: Cut up the turkey.
Step 5: Serv it.
Step 6: Prey
Step 7: Enjoy
■ Addison

First. You find a turky 
catch it put it in a cage. Then 
you chop it’s head off and let 
it run around then you catch 
it agian put it in steaming hot 
water.

Next. After a couple of 
hours you take it out of the 
steaming hot water. Then you 
pluke it’s feathers. Then you 
wash it off. Then you put part-
chment paper on a pan put the 
turky on the pan. Doen’t forget 
to turn the oven to 500? and let 
the oven sit for a little bit.

Last. After a little bit you 
put the turky in the oven. Af-
ter like 20 minutes of it being 
in the oven you take it out of 
the oven and let it cool down.

Finally. You can eat it. 
Happy Thanksgiving.

■ Unsigned

First you wash the turkey. 
Next you put the turkey in 
the oven. Put the oven to 50 
degrees. Second you wait for 30 
minutes. Then you make sure 
its not burned. Then you let it 
cook for 40 minutes. After you 
take the turkey out of the oven. 
Finally you let if cool off.

■ Nevaeh Nelson

First you buy all the ingre-

dients at the grashre store. 
Next you set the tempetcher 
at 534. Then peeal the skin off. 
Then you put it in the smoker 
you take it out and out the 
sesaning on it. Now it is ready 
to eat.

■ Justin Schumacher

Step 1: You got to kill it, 
then you have to pull off the 
fethers.
Step 2: Go to the groshry 
store and get seazing and 
chicken broth.
Step 3: You have to set the 
turkey on a mat and seazen 
it to profecten.
Step 4: Turn the dagrie on 
450f. Then put the turkey in 
a pot of some sort and put it 
in the oven.
Step 5: Keep it in for about 
aaaa 10 hr the take it out 
and cut it up and eat it.
■ Leah Watson

First, tack it out for a 
ittle whill. Next, get sum or 
a lot of seesning. Rub the 
seesning all over it. Then, let 
it rest for one haf uf a hour. 
After, let the smoker get up 
to tempicner. Then, poot it in 
the smocker for the night and 
I wold stay up and check it. 
After, tack it out. Then, let it 
rest for 1 holl hour. Finally, 
cut it and eat it.

■ Caroline

Step 1: You shoot a turkey.
Step 2: You pick it’s fethers 
off.
Step 3: You put the turkey 
in the ovin.
Step 4: When the turkey is 
done, you can put anything 
on it.
Step 5: When you put some-
thing on it you can cook 
something else like potatos 
and corn or a fruit.
Step 6: When you do that 
you can eat it.
■ Trenton Johnson

First you need a turky if 
you like spicy things like my 
family you wald seasen it so 
poot peapir on it and maby 
salt and then you shold of 
poot it in sonpthing first. Next 
you nead a frier of an oven 
maby eaven a gril. You nead 
to heat your frier or oven and 
if you think a gril wil work 
you nead to heat it up. You 
can poot some soas on it if you 
wold like it goosie and then 
you nead to poot the turky in 
your frier or oven or gril the 
fier fore one or tow howers 
the oven I don’t now how long 
I don’t now how long to poot 
it in the gril fore iethir. When 
it is done ow wate make shufe 
you watch it out and maby 
seasen it agen so poot salt and 
peapir on it. Finely you serv 
it. I hope it is good.

■ Unsigned

You cook a turkey. Then 
you eat it. And you can put 
anything on it.

■ Unsigned

Step 1: You should have a 
clean aifiea.
Step 2: You get all your 
material’s redy.
Step 3: You can bie a turkey 
or hunt a turkey.
Step 4: Then put some vege-
as in the turkey.
Step 5: Next you put it in the 
uven for about 2 hours too 
1 hours.
Step 6: Then you get a cook-
ing brush and you can put 
some gravie.
Step 7: Then you can put 
some seasining on and 
maby some barbiq.
Finally: You can get the 
other vegeas.
■ Unsigned

Step 1: Get ingredients for 
turkey.
Step 2: Put turkey in the 
water.
Step 3: Put in grill.
■ Unsigned

First, you get corn srup, 
corn, rice, carites, selre, tma-
tow, turkey, butur, gluofs. Next, 
get a tray and put vegtable oil 
on it get the turkey put it on the 
tracy put gluofs on stik your 
hand in the turkey. Then, stuf 
it with your ingredients.

■ Unsigned

8 Steps
Step 1: Boil the turkey.
Step 2: Put stuffing in the 
turkey.
Step 3: Roste it.
Step 4: Boil it.
Step 5: Wait for 5 mins.
Step 6: Put more stuffing.
Step 7: Cut it.
Step 8: EAT IT!! (most 
inportent)
■ Hannah Garcia

Step 1: Get a turkey.
Step 2: Prep it.
Step 3: Get your smowker 
out and ready.
Step 4: Put the turkey on 
the smowker.
Step 5: Cook it till you like 
it.
Step 6: Take it out.
Step 7: Vechtables and 
letace.
Step 8: Put the turkey on 
a tray with the letace and 
vechtables.
Step 9: Put it on the table 
then eat.
■ Briella Musel

1. Kill a turkey.
2. Put stuffing in the turkey.
3. Put the turkey in the 
oven.
4. Keep the turkey in the 
oven for 30 min.
5. Take the turkey out.
6. Let the turkey col.
7. Cut the turkey
8. Put the turkey on a plate.
Final step: Put turkey on 
table.
■ Damien Koning

1. You put orange and onins 
inside the turkey.
2. You put stuffing in the 
turkey.

3. You put it in the oven.
4. Let it sit in the oven for 
a hour and a half then you 
will say
5. It is so good.
6. Cook some carets and put 
it on the side.
7. Cook mashed potatoes 
and gravy and put it on the 
side.
8. Then their you go a lovely 
dish.
■ Aireanah Thomforde

Get a turkey.
1. Cook the turkey
2. Tak it out of the hufin.
3. Let the turkey souk in 
watr.
4. Pout sesuning on it.
5. Let it souk ofv nite.
6. Than eat it.
■ Avery Wicks

Firt you have to find one 
then kill it. Then bring it home 
then stuff it then put it in the 
uven for a liyle. The cut it open 
then cut in to peges.

■ Levi Staska

1. Get the guts owt.
2. Then we put the juse on 
it.
3. Then we put it in the ofen 
for 40 min.
4. Then we take it owt wen 
it is done.
5. Then we wate 5 min.
6. Then we ate it.
■ Kinanna Carlson

Step 1: Buy a turke from the 
store.
Step 2: Take it out of the 
packege.
Step 3: Put the turkey on 
the pan.
Step 4: Put seasoning on it.
Step 5: Get the crock pot 
ready.
Step 6: Take the turkey of 
the pan and put it in the 
crock pot.
Step 7: Cook the turkey.
Step 8: Take the turkey out 
and let it cool.
Step 9: Cut up the turkey.
Step 10: Serve the turkey.
■ Emmerson Nelson

Step 1: Buy a turkey.
Step 2: Clean it.
Step 3: Put stuffing in it.
Step 4: Put it in the oven.
Step 5: Take it out of the 
oven.
Step 6: Eat it!
P.S. If you want you can put 
seasoning.
■ Melanie Thoen

1. By the turkey
2. Cook it
3. Put seasoning
4. Eat it yum
■ Kinzie Wangen

Step 1: Buy the turkey
Step 2: Cook it
Step 3: Put seasaning on it
Step 4: Leave it to cool done
Step 5: Wants it is all done 
cooling put it on the table
Step 6: and eat it yummy 
tats all your done
■ Emily Loth

Step 1: Get a terkey
Spep 2: Take it out of the 
packege
Step 3: Make stuffing then 
put it in the terkey
Step 4: Put lemons in the 
terkey
Step 5: Put it on a pane and 
then put seasoning on it
Step 6: Put it in the  
oven for about 15 minutes.
Step 7: When it’s done let it 
cool down and then you can 
eat it then you are done
■ Reid Jensen

1. Take out guts you can 
not eat
2. Put it in oven at 500?F
3. Let it cook for 2 hrs.
4. Take it out of oven
5. Put it on a plate
6. Put sauce sesing
7. Cut turkey
8. Sever
■ Cooper White

1. Buy a turkey
2. Put sesning on it
3. Put it in a pan
4. Put it in the oven
5. Tack it out of the oven
6. Let it cool down
7. Eat it!
■ Coen Abel

First you take out the guts 
and the eyes and then you put 
some seesining and then you 
can put other stuff like carrots 
and lettuce and like other stuff 
so then you see if it is the right 
and good kind of turkey and 
then you can preheat the oven 
for like a our and then when 
your done put the turkey in 
and then you set for a hour 
again and then when you are 
done you can put on some 
more seasoning and cabage 
and then set the table get forks 
and plate cups and cut the 
turkey and then you eat it and 
enjoy it.

■ Elaine Schwarz

1. Poud
2. Sout a turkey
3. Rost a turkey
4. Put sult and peper 
serving
5. Put stuff ovr it
6. Get familey
7. Get cusen
8. Eat
■ Levi Staska

Step 1: Buy a turkey at the 
store
Step 2: Take the packegning 
off
Step 3: Stuff the turkey
Step 4: Put it on a pan to 
sesin it
Step 5: Put sesining on it
Step 6: Put the crotpot on 
meiden
Step 7: Put two lemon skesis 
in the crotpot
Step 8: Put beff huice in the 
crotpot
Step 9: Take the pan and 
take the turkey off
Step 10: Put the turkey 
in the crotpot cook to 30 
minites to 1 hour. Enjoy
■ Annastyn Peterson

You go to the stowery and 
by a turkey. Then go hoem and 
defrost it. Then preheat the 
uven to 350?F. Wait entel the 
uveny is ready and then put it 
in the uveny and then cook for 
2 howers. Wenu it is all done 
taacke it out of the uveny and 
put sume sesuning and yo are 
all doune. Enjoy.

■ Elliot Schiller

507-583-2296 • 317 Hwy 218 S. Blooming Prairie

Choose Your Awesome

How do you cook a turkey?

Okay, shear panic has set in as you attempt to 
figure out how to pull your Thanksgiving feast to-
gether. But wait, you just ran into a major stumbling 
block and have absolutely no idea how to cook the 
showcase piece of the feast–the Thanksgiving turkey.

We may have saved the holiday for you. We 
enlisted helped from the experts–third graders at 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School. Over the next 
two weeks, we’re going to provide their responses as 

to how turkeys should be made. Their responses are 
real and genuine. They have not been edited and are 
used in their original form. This week we’re going to 
hear from students in the classes of Angie Avery and 
Alli Schmidt. Next week, we’ll share the responses 
from Becky Johnson’s class.

A special thank you to each of the teachers for 
helping us out with this project.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431
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CLUES ACROSS

Place your ad in the

over 13,000 viewers 
will see your event

ADvantageSTEELE - DODGE

Let people 
know what’s 
happening!

Dodge County Independent
121 West Main Street
 Kasson, MN 55944

dci@kmtel.com
634-7503
DODGE COUNTY

DODGE COUNTY

NOTICE

Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Would
 7. Pitching stat
10. Wounded
12. Guitarist Clapton
13. Penalizes
14. Female MMA fighter 
VanZant
15. Proverb
16. Urban gym
17. Midway between 
northeast and east
18. La __ Tar Pits
19. Go out to eat
21. Oral allergy syndrome
22. Where some are put
27. Spiral galaxy
28. Lethargic
33. Integrated circuit
34. Let your mind wander
36. Midway between 
north and northeast
37. Nomadic palace
38. Posted
39. Trouble

40. Wise
41. Make happy
44. Dog-__: worn or 
battered
45. One who fixes
48. Central European
49. Sleighs
50. Exponential time 
hypothesis
51. Puts within

CLUES DOWN
 1. Typically noncoding 
molecules (abbr.)
 2. Former Secretary of 
State
 3. River in Belgium and 
France
 4. Unnilhexium
 5. “Fall Guy” actor Ma-
jors
 6. Tooth caregiver
 7. Lucci character “Kane”
 8. Latvian capital
 9. Pet detective Ventura

10. Sporting dog
11. External gen-
itals
12. “The Secret 
Room” novelist
14. Ancient won-
der
17. Electronic 
data processing
18. Autocratic
20. Defunct 
European orga-
nization
23. Removed 
flesh
24. Indicating 
silence
25. Commercial
26. Chap
29. Farm state
30. Chief re-
search officer
31. Poked holes 
in
32. Chutes and 
___
35. What cows 
say
36. A desert in 
southern Israel
38. Isaac’s moth-
er
40. Sodium
41. Absence of 
effort
42. A way to 
articulate
43. Greek god of 
war
44. Midway be-
tween east and 
southeast
45. Run batted 
in
46. The longest 
division of geo-
logical time
47. Public broad-
caster

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-
INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: Octo-
ber 27, 2017
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$142,373.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Alan 
Dominguez, an unmarried 
person. 
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Mortgage Lenders of America, 
L.L.C.
DATE AND PLACE OF FIL-
ING: Recorded on November 
1, 2017 as Document Number 
A000415593 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. by assign-
ment recorded on January 31, 
2018 as Document Number 
A000416786 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: The North half 
(N 1/2) of Lot 13, Block 2, 
Kelly`s Addition to the City of 
Owatonna, Minnesota, Steele 
County, Minnesota.
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 409 E MAIN ST, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Steele 
County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $163,311.09

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Mortgage 
Lenders of America, L.L.C.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 17-103-0213
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1002782-
0000227993-2
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, or 
any part thereof, or, if the ac-
tion or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied, in whole or 
in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
January 7, 2020 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060.
to pay the debt then secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if 
any actually paid by the mort-
gagee, on the premises and 
the costs and disbursements 
allowed by law.  The time al-
lowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from 
the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption is re-
duced by judicial order, you 
must vacate the premises by 
11:59 p.m. on July 7, 2020.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: October 25, 2019

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:            	     /s/		
	 N. Kibongni 

Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

*Michael van Muelken, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(19-0124-FC01)

THIS IS A 
COMMUNICATION FROM A 

DEBT COLLECTOR.

10/30, 11/6, 11/13
11/20, 11/27,12/4

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGI-
NAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 
6, 2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$148,265.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Jody L. Ke-
watt, a single man
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FIL-
ING: Recorded on May 10, 
2016 as Document Number 
A000407488 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation by as-
signment recorded on Sep-
tember 16, 2019 as Document 
Number A000425435 in the Of-
fice of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 11, Block 2, 
and the East 28 feet of Lot 10, 

Block 2, Pine Corner Addition 
to Owatonna, Steele County, 
Minnesota.
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 520 18TH ST SE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Steele 
County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF THE 
NOTICE: $147,634.79
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: American Mort-
gage & Equity Consultants, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Freedom Mortgage Corpora-
tion
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 17-212-0211
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1008671-
0000042934-8
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, or 
any part thereof, or, if the action 
or proceeding has been institut-
ed, that the same has been dis-
continued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered 
therein has been returned un-
satisfied, in whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
January 7, 2020 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN 
55060.
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said mort-
gagor(s), their personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mort-
gage is reinstated or the prop-
erty redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is reduced 
by judicial order, you must va-
cate the premises by 11:59 
p.m. on July 7, 2020.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: November 7, 2019

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:            	     /s/		
	

N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Michael van Muelken, Esq.*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(19-1305-FC01)

THIS IS A 
COMMUNICATION FROM A 

DEBT COLLECTOR.

11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 
11/27,12/4, 12/11

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-

INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the follow-
ing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  
April 27, 2018
MORTGAGOR: Raul Padilla, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Affinity Plus 
Federal Credit Union, a cred-
it union organized under the 
laws of the United States of 
America
DATE AND PLACE OF RE-
CORDING:  recorded on 
April 30, 2018, as Document 
No. A000417987, in the Of-
fice of the County Record-
er in and for Steele County, 
Minnesota.
TRANSACTION AGENT:  
None
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER ON MORT-
GAGE:  None
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Affinity Plus Federal Credit 
Union
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  N/A
MORTGAGED PROPER-
TY ADDRESS:  835 Mineral 
Springs Road, Owatonna, 
Minnesota 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO. 17-
195-0105
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:  Lot 5, in Plotz's 
1st Addition, City of Owaton-
na, Steele County, Minneso-
ta.
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED:  Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$104,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS 
OF DATE OF NOTICE, IN-
CLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, 
PAID BY MORTGAGEE:  
$106,761.20
INTEREST RATE AND PER 
DIEM:  Current interest rate 
is 4.50%, with a per diem of 
$12.62.
That prior to commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee com-
plied with all notice require-
ments by statute; That no ac-
tion or proceeding has been 
instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage or any part 
thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
January 2, 2020, at 10:00 
a.m.
PLACE OF SALE:  Steele 
County Sheriff's Office, 
Steele County Law Enforce-
ment, Center, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, Minneso-
ta  55060, to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mort-
gage, taxes, if any, on said 
premises, and the costs and 
disbursements, including at-
torneys’ fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within 
six (6) months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgag-
or, their personal representa-
tives or assigns.
DATE AND TIME MORT-
GAGOR MUST VACATE 
THE PREMISES: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by July 2, 2020, at 
11:59 p.m.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY 
BE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE 

IMPROVED WITH A RES-
IDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.”

Dated:  November 8, 2019	

MESSERLI & KRAMER P.A.

By:/s/ Michelle R. Jester	

Michelle R. Jester (Lic. 
#247479)

1400 Fifth Street Towers
100 South Fifth Street

Minneapolis, MN 
55402-1217

(612) 672-3600

Attorney in Fact for
Affinity Plus Federal 

Credit Union
15845-954

IMPORTANT NOTICE
This communication is from 
a debt collector and is an at-
tempt to collect a debt.  Any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

11/13, 11/20, 11/27
12/4, 12/11, 12/18

*IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX HOMESTEAD NOTICE*
This will affect your 2020 property taxes and eligibility for Property Tax Refund.

Have you purchased or moved into a property in the past year?
Contact the Steele County Assessor’s Office to file a homestead application if you or a 
qualifying relative occupy the property as a homestead on or before December 1, 2019.

What is a qualifying relative?
For agricultural property, a qualifying relative includes the child, grandchild, sibling, or parent of 
the owner or owner’s spouse.

For residential property a qualifying relative also includes the owner’s uncle, aunt, nephew, or 
niece.

When do I apply?
You must apply on or before December 15, 2019.

Once homestead is granted, annual applications are not necessary unless they are requested 
by the County Assessor.

Contact the Assessor by December 15, 2019 if the use of the property you own or occupy as a 
qualifying relative has changed during the past year.

If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead classification, you are 
required to notify the County Assessor within 30 days of the change in homestead status.

Steele County Assessor’s Office 
(507)444-7435              11/20

REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD WORK SESSION

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA

September 12, 2019

A regular school board work 
session was held at 6:00 
a.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, 2019, in the Board 
Room at the High School.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Dean Meshke, Jenny Thur-
nau, Jon Sunde, Steve Ille,
Rodney Krell, Kelly Braaten, 
Pam Hameister

MEMBERS ABSENT:	
None
			 
ALSO PRESENT:	
Superintendent of Schools

DISCUSSION ITEMS:	
General review and discus-
sion was held on agenda 
items for the September 16, 
2019, regular school board 
meeting.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister	
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota

11/20
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Find us on 
Facebook

CAREGIVER WANTED 
OVERNIGHT. Available 
hours-Friday or Saturday 
night, 10-12-hour shifts at 
$13.25/hr. to start. No expe-
rience necessary. No Heavy 
Lifting.  If interested, please 
call 507-289-2756 (50-52pd)
PARTTIME COOK Experi-
ence preferred but required. 
Nights and weekends. Call 
507-634-6646 or visit us at 
111 West Main St. to Apply. 
TFN.

FREE C-PAP INCLUDES 
All hoses. Some hoses are 
still in package, never used. 
If interested, please phone 
#507-319-7390 Claremont  

HOT JOBS

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

DODGE CENTER 1 bed-
room upper apt, in house.  
Stove, Refrigerator, water, 
and garbage serv. provided.  
Available now. $495 month-
ly, plus $495 deposit and ref.  
No pets, non smokers ONLY 
apply.  507-374-6747. 
DODGE CENTER APART-
MENT for rent, 2bedroom 
includes heat, water, trash, 
on-site laundry, and off 
street parking. Available im-
mediately, $615/month. Call 
George if interested at 507-
269-9870 (tfn chg)
Greenfield Manor & Vil-
lage Apartments KASSON 
RENTALS! Family & smoke 
free senior rentals. 1 & 2 
bd apts, newly remodeled 
& open for Dec. Month to 
month leases & deposit pay-
ment plans. 507-398-6027 
or 507-451-8524 www.life-
styleinc.net  tdd 507-451-
0704 Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity (47-50chg)
Greystone Townhomes 
DODGE CENTER RENT-
ALS Smoke free 2 bd two 
story townhome. Attached 
garage, 1 ½ baths, W&D, 
central air & large yards.  
One-year leases & no pets. 
$1010 p/mo + heat & elec. 
507-438-7935 or 507-451-
8524 or www.lifestyleinc.net 
tdd 507-451-0704 EHO (47-
50chg)
PRAIRIE VILLA I APART-
MENTS BLOOMING PRAI-
RIE RENTALS Smoke free, 
ground floor 1 bd apt for 62+ 

PIANOS, DIGITAL PIANOS, 
Rodgers Church Organs - New, 
Used, Sales & Service - Call 
DEWEY KRUGER MUSIC, 
Northwood, Iowa, 800-933-
5830, deweykrugermusic.com  
NOVEMBER AT DANO’S 
CONSIGNMENT STORE 
HUGE SALE!  50% off ALL 
video games, DVD’s, CD’s and 
Blu-ray! Plus, we now carry 
SCRUPLES HOME, BEAU-
TY AND BATH (products) 
which includes *candles, *bath 
balls, *soaps, *air fresheners, 
*lotions! Handmade Local-
ly! 20 standard fragrances to 
start with and more to come! 
Scruples November Special!  
Buy $20 worth of product and 
get 20% off discount on any 
purchase! Open Mon-Thurs 
11a.m.-4:30p.m. and Sat 
11a.m.-3p.m.  Located at 32 
E Main Street Dodge Center 
(next to Harold’s club) (run 50-
52 pd)

FOR RENT

FREE
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Dear Motor Medics,
I am a loyal Hoody from Canada listening to your 
car-talk show every chance I get. My car is a 2004 
Chrysler 300M with 80,000 miles, that I bought 
last year. Since I didn't know the car's service 
history I decided to have the transmission �uid 
and �lter changed as you have talked about on 
your radio show. Listening to you talk I have 
learned that this only replaces some of the �uid 
therefore I would like to take my car in to have a 
complete transmission �ush done where they will 
replace all the �uid. Would you say that this is 
advisable to do at the current mileage?

Thank you Lawrence in Canada

Dear Lawrence,
This is one of the most frequent questions we get 
about cars on our radio show. With this model if it 
hasn’t been done it’s a good idea to �ush your 
transmission instead of just dropping the pan and 
changing the �lter and whatever �uid comes out. 
Removing just the pan to drain the transmission will 
only result in about 5 quarts out of 15 or so being 
changed, or roughly 1/3rd of the capacity. That 
would be like changing only 2 quarts of engine oil 
each change instead of draining the entire engine. 
The contaminated �uid will eventually lead to a 
buildup of deposits on the valves and eventual 
slipping of the transmission. For a complete �ush 
we recommend adding a cleaner to the 
transmission then operating through all of the gears 
and then �ush it. Once �ushed add a conditioner 
and you should be set. Most facilities with a �ush 
service should have this option available.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics, 
I enjoy your car-talk show and columns very 
much. I have a 1999 Chevrolet pickup with a V8 
and 4wd. I feel I get lousy combined city highway 
mileage, at last check it was 14mpg. I have heard 
you advertise a cleaner that might improve gas 
mileage. I am wondering if it would clog the fuel 
�lter since I have never used it and since I don’t 
know what junk could be in the system now. Do 
the tank or lines need to be �ushed �rst? Do I just 
pour it in the tank and go? How often should I use 
it? Thanks so very much.

Thank you, Jeanne in South Dakota

Dear Jeanne, 
The cleaning we mention on the radio show is 
what’s commonly referred to as fuel system or 
induction system cleaning. When a cleaning is 
properly performed it will clean the intake, injectors, 
and combustion chambers of the engine bringing 
back its ability to run e�ciently. Carbon deposits in 
the engine rob its e�ciency and this leads to lost 
mileage and power. You do not need to replace the 
�lter to do this or clean the tank as this is not a pour 
in product. The pour in products are good in 
between cleanings but cannot clean as well as the 
professional system. Your mileage compares with 
many other vehicles like yours so at this time 
cleaning the system may not gain you much in the 
way of mileage if any.

Take care, the Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP 

AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES 
BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at 
underthehoodshow.com

Syndicated
Newspaper
Column

ASK THE MOTOR 
MEDICS®

By Shannon Nordstrom
And Russ Evans

Advertise to 
30,000 people 

in Dodge County 
and Byron

ONLY $40 
a month for 
ONE YEAR 

commitment

OR ONLY $50 
a month for 

SIX MONTHS 
commitment

Weekly 
Email Blast

and
Facebook post

This section 
will appear in the 

Dodge County  
Advantage every 

week

Contact Blair at
507-884-5917

blairdci@kmtel.com

(Salesperson)

Date(Advertiser)

Date

WE BUY ALL METALS! 
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

AUTO џ HOME џ LIFE џ BUSINESS 
INSURANCE

Jacob	Simons
President

507.361.7556
jacob@allinsb.com	

2518	Superior	Dr	NW	Suite	101A	
Rochester,	MN	55901

115 Highway 56 N. West Concord 

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Darrick Schewe, Owner

583-9994
Located in Napa Auto Parts Building

704 7th St Circle Se џ 634-4633

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110 
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

Steven's
Collison Center

700 7th St. Circle SE . Kasson
507-634-6444 

Mon-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m

• 24 hour towing
• Free Written Estimates
• All Work Guaranteed

• Complete Paint & Bodywork
• Auto Glass Repairs

• Vinyl Roof & Seat Repairs

Dear Motor Medics,
  I’m tired of the high fuel prices as I bet we 
all are. What’s even worse than the high fuel 
prices is a car that gets bad fuel mileage. 
I have a 2004 Ford Taurus with the 3.0 
engine that’s well taken care of and I have 
about 110,000 miles on it. I average about 
24 mpg per tank which my shop tells me is 
about right for this car and my driving habits 
but many vehicles get much better. I would 
like to improve my fuel mileage and have 
been looking into changing my air filter to 
one of those lifetime filters you see adver-
tised everywhere. I have had many different 
conflicting reports as to how this will affect 
my car ranging from raving fans to don’t do 
it. What is your opinion as guys who work 
on cars every day? I’m sure you’ve had this 
question before.
Don in Carroll Iowa

Dear Don, 
Aftermarket air filters have been around 
a long time. There are several different 
filter manufactures and many are similar in 
performance. Most all of these are washable 
units that allow repeated use for many years 
before replacement is necessary so you 
won’t have to purchase another one. Many 
are also oiled and the biggest problem we 
see is over oiling which can cause problems 
with the intake sensor if the oil reaches it. 
As for performance, you may gain a small 
amount of mileage with the filter.
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
 
Daily Car Repair and Advice Tips Question 
48 Adding Power Windows
Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2005 Dodge Caravan SE that we 
bought used and it was not equipped with 
power windows, door locks, or power sliding 
doors. We would really like to add these 
features and keyless entry. Can this be done 
for a reasonable price and where do we go 
to get it done?
Janet in Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Brandon, 
Power features have become standard on 
vehicles or at least it seems that way. More 
and more vehicles, especially ones that are 
used for hauling the family like a van seem 
to almost always have full power in them. It 
is a rarity for one to come into our shop that 
does not have at least power windows and 
locks but they are out there. The cost of the 
accessories will be dependent on the shop 
and the quality. As for adding them to the 
front doors that should not be that big of an 
issue. Many companies offer aftermarket 
power windows and lock kits and remotes 
can be added easily as well. The power slid-
ing doors are another story and I have not 
seen anyone who makes an aftermarket unit 
for those but there may be out there. 
Take care, the Motor Medics

REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MIN-
NESOTA

September 16, 2019

A regular school board meet-
ing of the School Board of 
Independent School District 
#756, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, 
was held in the High School 
Media Center at 7:15 p.m. 
(Open Forum at 7:00 p.m.).

OPEN FORUM – No com-
ments.
I. CALL TO ORDER –
CHAIRPERSON
II. PLEDGE OF ALLE-
GIANCE
III. ROLL CALL - CLERK 	
Dean Meshke, Jenny Thur-
nau, Jon Sunde, Steve Ille,
Rodney Krell, Kelly Braaten, 
Pam Hameister
ALSO PRESENT:	 	
Superintendent of Schools, 
Elementary School Principal, 
Associate Principal; CLA 
Auditor
MEMBERS ABSENT:	
None
IV. APPROVAL OF AGEN-
DA
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
and seconded by Steve Ille 
to approve the agenda as 
presented.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 
Nay) 
V. AUDIT PRESENTATION
Craig Popenhagen, Clifton-
LarsonAllen auditor, present-
ed the district’s fiscal year 19 
audit.  Motion by Jon Sunde 
and seconded by Jenny 
Thurnau to approve the 
audit.  Roll Call Vote.  
(7 Aye- Meshke, Thurnau, 
Sunde, Ille, Krell, Braaten, 
Hameister/0 Nay)  Motion 
carried. 
VI. PRINCIPAL REPORTS
Principal reports given by 
Mr. Schwarz, Ms. Mach, and 
Ms. Mach on behalf of Mr. 
Worke. 
VII. ITEMS ON WHICH 
BOARD ACTION IS RE-
QUESTED
A. Minutes, Bills, Treasurer’s 
Report, Donations
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
and seconded by Jon Sunde 
to approve the following 
items.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
* minutes from the August 
15, 2019 regular school 
board work session; August 
19, 2019 regular school 
board meeting; and August 
21,2019 special school 
board meeting
* July (FY 20) handwritten 
checks in the amount of 
$118,429.81; August hand-
written checks in the amount 
of $38,339.24; and Septem-
ber bills in the amount of 
$131,053.37; 
* Treasurer’s report as pre-
sented with a transfer on Au-
gust 30, 2019 in the amount 
of $600,000.00 from Farmers 
and Merchants State Bank 
to MSDLAF MAX in order to 
avoid overage of collateral
* budget year-to-date 
comparison for 2018-19 to 
2019-20
* no donations requiring 
approval since the July 15, 
2019 meeting 
B. Employment
Motion by Jon Sunde and 
seconded by Dean Meshke 
to approve the employment 
of Emily Henslin as an 
assistant track coach with 
placement on step 0 of the 
prevailing Extracurricular 
Schedule.  Motion carried.  
(7 Aye/0 Nay)
C. Volunteer Coaches
No additional volunteer 
coaches at this time.
D. BPTA Master Contract 
2019-2021 
Motion by Pam Hameister 
and seconded by Jon Sunde 
to approve the BPTA Master 
Contract settlement with an 
overall increase of 6.80% 
over two years along with 
sick leave bank, e-learning 
days, and other miscella-
neous changes.  Roll Call 
Vote.  (7 Aye-Meshke, 
Thurnau, Sunde, Ille, Krell, 
Braaten, Hameister/0 Nay) 
Motion carried.  
The BPTA voted to also ap-
prove the contract on August 
29, 2019. 
E. E-Learning Days
Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve an “E-Learning 
Plan” as presented.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
F. Proposed Levy Limitation 
and Certification 2019 Pay-
able 2020
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
and seconded by Jon Sunde 
to approve the “maximum” 
proposed levy limitation and 
certification 2019 payable 
2020.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
G. Property and Casualty/
Workers’ Compensation 

NOTICE
Insurance 
Motion by Jon Sunde and 
seconded by Jenny Thur-
nau to approve renewal of 
the district’s property and 
casualty insurance with 
Wright Specialty along with 
the renewal of the district’s 
workers’ compensation 
insurance with Midwest 
Insurance.  Motion carried.  
(7 Aye/0 Nay)
Motion by Jon Sunde and 
seconded by Kelly Braaten 
to approve optional “cyber li-
ability coverage” with Wright 
Specialty.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
H. Homecoming DJ
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
and seconded by Steve Ille 
to approve Chris Moe Enter-
tainment as the DJ for the 
September 27th homecom-
ing dance.  Motion carried.  
(7 Aye/0 Nay)
I. Steele County Area Mental 
Health Collaborative Con-
tract
Motion by Pam Hameister 
and seconded by Steve 
Ille to approve the Service 
Agreement with the Steele 
County Children’s Mental 
Health Collaborative for the 
2019-20 school year.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
J. Handbooks
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
and seconded by Steve Ille 

to approve the Paraprofes-
sional Handbook and the 
Substitute Teacher Hand-
book.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
K. IoWA Designee for 
EDIAM
Language must be in our 
approved minutes for the 
required “Designation of 
an Identified Official with 
Authority for Education Iden-
tity Access Management”.  
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
and seconded by Steve Ille 
to approve the designation 
authorizing Christopher 
Staloch.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
VIII.  ITEMS OF INFORMA-
TION AND/OR DISCUS-
SION ONLY
A. Committee Reports	
A report update was given 
on the following committees:  
Community Education, Edu-
cation Foundation, Technolo-
gy, and ZED.

B.	 Enrollment Data
Tentative enrollment for the 
2019-20 school year as of 
September 11, 2019, is 423 
at the elementary school 
(grades K-6) and 367 at the 
high school (grades 7-12) 
(356 attending BPHS and 
the equivalency of 11 at-
tending PSEO).  The PSEO 
number consists of 4 seniors 
and 5 juniors with atten-

or disabled persons.  Rent 
based on income.  ALL utili-
ties included!  507-438-7935 
or 507-451-8524 www.life-
styleinc.net tdd 507-451-
0704. Equal housing oppor-
tunity. (48-51 chg.)		
	
HAYFIELD-FOR RENT-
Great Western Apartments. 
Large 1-bedroom apartment 
(available NOW) and 2-bed-
room apartment (available 
in December), includes all 
utilities, laundry onsite. Must 
have proof of employment. 
Call (507) 796-0152 or (701 
330-9788. (48-50 chg.)

dance being full-time plus 
4 juniors with attendance 
being part-time.

C. Dates to Note  
The Board noted dates of 
importance.  

IX.  SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

1. MSHSL is facing a deficit 
which may result in possible 
additional sports activities 
fees.
2. MREA review of Ag-
2School data.

X. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Jon Sunde and 
seconded by Steve Ille to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:09 
p.m.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 
Nay)

Tentatively, the next Reg-
ular School Board Work 
Session will be held on 
Thursday,  
October 17, 2019, at 6:00 
a.m. in the Board Room at 
the High School.  Tenta-
tively, 
the next regular meeting 
of the School Board will 
be Monday, October 21, 
2019, at 
7:15 p.m. in the High 
School Media Center 

(Open Forum begins at 
7:00 p.m.).
	 A complete copy 
of the official minutes may 
be found in their entirety 
in the official minute book 
located in the superinten-
dent’s office at the high 
school; however, they 
will not be available until 
approved by the School 
Board.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756 
Blooming Prairie, 
Minnesota

11/20
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BP FOOTBALL CONGRATS

BLOSSOM MAGIC CONTINUES

Good luck in state finals against BOLD!
THIS MESSAGE SPONSORED BY THESE BLOSSOM SPORTS BOOSTERS:

The Blossoms football

team made school history

by qualifying for 

state finals on Nov. 29.

We wish them well as they

try to keep their perfect

season alive by ending 

with a state title!Gabe Hagen (8) and Luke Rennie (21) work their magic in 
closing the holes to keep Ada-Borup from scoring. Mitchell 
Fiebiger (81) comes up from behind to assist.

Late in the fourth quarter, the Blossoms added another touchdown on a short run from Tyler Archer (30). BP killed Ada-Borup 41-0.

BP’s Zach Weber, left, and Mitchell Fiebiger (81) drag a ball 
handler for Ada-Borup off the field in Saturday’s impressive 
playoff win for the Blossoms.

Drew Kittelson (4) attempts to run past an Ada-Borup player 
during the semi-final contest. 

Quarterback Kaden Thomas (3) slides on the field to successfully pick up 
yet another first down for the Blossoms.

Bradley Simon takes off with the ball for 
Blooming Prairie with a defensive player try-
ing to stop him from behind.

507-583-9994
536 Highway 218 S. • Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Orthodontic Specialist   Building Healthy Smiles
New Patients Welcome • Free Consultations
Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-6613    Cell: 507-456-5646

Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank

“Where your deposit becomes an 
investment in your community”

507-583-6688

245 EAST MAIN ST
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

www.sportstitch.net

341 East Main Street

Blooming Prairie

583-2304
128 3rd Street SW  •  Blooming Prairie

FUNERAL HOME 
418 Highway Ave S. 
Blooming Prairie, MN 

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Great job Blossom players and 
coaches. Good luck at state finals!
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