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A THANKSGIVING EXTRA

‘God has gotten us 
through this’

Vorliceks thankful despite year of health setbacks

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

I t will be a special 
Thanksgiving this 
year for Diane and 
Frank Vorlicek.

The Vorliceks will be cele-
brating a miracle times two.

The Vorliceks have an atti-
tude and that is one of meeting 
their health issues head on and 
solving them.

Diane received a kidney 
transplant on July 11, and her 
husband Frank came home 
from a rehab stint to their 
Blooming Prairie home on 
July 1. Since that time, Diane 
and Frank have resumed 
their busy schedules and 
have again conquered health 
challenges.

The 2019 year has given 
the Vorliceks a new lease on 
life and that is because of the 
attitudes they possess.

This Thanksgiving will in-
deed be special. The Vorliceks 
can celebrate this special 
holiday with their family, 
knowing that it is because of 
their deep faith, some car-
ing medical personnel and a 
loving family that this hus-
band and wife of 52 years has 
overcome some serious health 
setbacks.

Diane was fighting a kidney 
disorder and Frank was 
battling UTI (Urinary Track 
Infection). Both thought at 
times that their life was in the 
balance.

Diane says she is indebted 
to her daughter Auna Hildahl 
of Roberts, Wis. and to an 
unknown kidney donor.

Diane’s first battle was 
with Lymphoma cancer 15 
years ago. She is now a cancer 
survivor.

The Vorliceks will host 
a family Thanksgiving on 
Friday, a day following the 
traditional Thursday date. The 
meal will be served at 4 p.m., 
hopefully after the Blooming 
Prairie Blossoms football team 

Firey Hwy. 14 crash 
claims 2 more lives

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Less than three weeks 
after the groundbreaking 
for the Hwy. 14 expansion 
through Steele and Dodge 
counties, two more lives 
were claimed in a firey 
head-on crash.

The State Patrol iden-
tified the latest victims as 
Jay Wayne Logan, 57, and 

Parade to light up 
the holidays

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Owatonna is ready to 
light up the holidays.

On Thursday, Dec. 5, 
the community will host 
its annual Lighted Holiday 
Parade beginning at 6 p.m. 
Approximately 70 units all 
outlined with bright holi-
day lights and decorations 
are expected to take part in 
the holiday celebration, ac-
cording to Shirley Schultz, 
MainStreet director with 
the Owatonna Chamber of 
Commerce.

For Owatonna, it’s a 

tradition that has been 
the kick off to the holiday 
season since the early 
1990s. There are as many 
as 4,000 people that typical-
ly line up throughout the 
downtown area to watch 
the parade and program in 
Central Park.

After the parade, the 
ceremonial lighting of 
the lights in Central Park 
will take place at 6:45 p.m. 
Carolers from Owatonna 
High School will entertain 
folks with Christmas mu-
sic. And, of course, Santa 

Building instead of appraising at least for a day for area company
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

They’re typically used to 
appraising homes, but on this 
particular fall day members of 
Mangelsen Appraisals of Owa-
tonna decided to get their hands 
into helping build a house.

Workers from Mangelsen volun-
teered their time on a recent Satur-
day in October to help build a home 
for Habitat for Humanity in Clare-
mont. Jessica Bennerotte of Kenyon 
will be moving into the home once 
it’s completed. The house is being 
constructed on a lot given away free 
by the City of Claremont.

“Our group hasn’t done any-
thing like this before,” said Tara 
Choudek, marketing coordinator 
for Mangelsen. “Our group had a 
lot of fun with it.”

Choudek, who used to work for 
Steele-Waseca Habitat for Human-
ity, pitched the idea to her boss, 
Bobby Mangelsen, as a way for the 
company to become more involved 
in the community. “He isn’t very 
well known in the community,” 

Choudek said. “My goal is to get the 
business more involved,” she added.

About a dozen of Mangelsen’s em-
ployees and other family members 
put their carpentry skills to use to 
help with the house. Also helping 
out was Rev. Robert Hamilton, 
pastor at First Presbyterian Church 
in Claremont. Some worked on 
staining and varnishing mill work 
while others helped with siding on 
the exterior of the house. There was 
also sanding of the walls and sheet 
rock that needed to be done.

“We just wanted to do some-
thing for the community,” said 
Mangelsen. “We want to give 
back in some way.”

Added Choudek, “It makes 
you feel good to be able to help 
somebody out.”

Mangelsen said his crew mem-
bers were happy with the work 
they did and indicated they would 
be willing to do it again. He added 
this was the first time that they 
have been involved with a Habitat 
for Humanity project.

Choudek said there is often a 
misconception about Habitat for 

Humanity. “A lot of people have 
the perception that it’s free and 
it’s a hand out versus a hand up,” 
she said. It’s quite the opposite, 
she points out. The recipients of 
Habitat homes must be willing to 
work on their own house along 
with volunteers as well as another 
house, according to Choudek.

Habitat, Choudek said, carries 
the mortgage on the homes for 
the new owners. “It saves them 
quite a bit of money,” she said. 
She noted the homeowners must 
have a job and have the financial 
means to sustain themselves. “It’s 
definitely not free.”

Mangelsen has been a real 
estate appraiser for 23 years and 
operated his own company since 
2005. There are currently five 
appraisers on staff and additional 
office support. They primarily 
cover a 13 county area stretching 
from the south metro throughout 
southern Minnesota.

The Steele-Waseca chapter 
merged with Olmsted County 
about a year ago to form a new 
chapter, Two Rivers.
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“Thanksgiving is a time to 
pause and say thanks.” 

Diane Vorlicek
Kidney Transplant Recipient

INSIDE AREA DEATHS

SEE THANKSGIVING EXTRA, A3

SEE PARADE TO LIGHT, A8

www.steeledodgenews.com	 Wednesday, November 27, 2019� Blooming Prairie, Minnesota

TımesTımesSTEELE 
COUNTY

NEW CRIME FIGHTER  B1 HOW TO COOK TURKEY  A6

BLOSSOMS ROCK!
Good luck in state football finals!

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Diane and Frank Vorlicek have valiantly fought health issues and have much to be thankful for, they 
claim. Diane recovered from a kidney transplant and Frank has been fighting UTI (Urinary Track Infection).

SUBMITTED PHOTO
As their t-shirts suggest, volunteers from Mangelsen Appraisals of Owa-
tonna are living generously and helping mankind by building a Habitat 
for Humanity home in Claremont. Involved with the project are, back 
from left: Todd Busse, Brian Busse and Chris Busse; front- Misty Rees, 
Sharon Langerfeld, Barbara Briggs, Kevin Briggs, Bobby Mangelsen, Scott 
Choudek, unknown and Rev. Robert Hamilton. 

SEE FIREY HWY. 14, A8

The hunt for BP Medallion returns
The holiday season 

means one thing for Bloom-
ing Prairie area residents. 
It’s time again for the 
annual Medallion hunt.

Beginning this week, 
the Blooming 
Prairie Chamber 
of Commerce is 
giving out clues 
for young and 
old alike to 
head outdoors 
and find the 
hidden medal-
lion.

The lucky win-
ner who returns the 

medallion to the chamber 
office will receive $50 in 
BP bucks and a one-year 
subscription to the Steele 
County Times.

THE FIRST 
CLUE:

2019 Medal-
lion hunt is 
here

Whether 
working or 
playing, the 

medallion 
could be near
Go out and look 

and have no fear.

Jay and Elizabeth Logan
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A festive way to help 
area food banks this 
holiday season

All abroad for a festive holiday season!
Next week, the Canadian Pacific Holiday Train will roll into Steele and Mower 

counties as it makes more than two dozen stops on its annual ride through the 
northern U.S. The train is scheduled to stop in Owatonna at 3:40 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 5 and Austin at 5 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 6.

The train first appeared in southeast Minnesota in 2008 and alternates its stops 
through various communities each year. It has been operating throughout Canada 
and the U.S. since 1999. In that time, the train has raised almost $16 million and 
collected 4.5 million pounds of food.

As the train makes its way into our region, it will bring live entertainment and 
Christmas cheer in exchange for donations to local food banks. Owatonna’s stop 
will benefit the Steele County Food Shelf.

For those who haven’t experienced the holiday train before, it is something 
worth seeing. Holiday magic comes to life as the train is 1,000 feet long with 14 
brightly decorated rail cars. Each car is decorated with hundreds of thousands of 
LED lights and holiday designs celebrating the spirit of the giving season.

Besides bright lights, visitors can enjoy free musical performances by Meghan 
Patrick, Tanika Charles and Kelly Prescott at each stop. All you need to bring is a lit-
tle holiday excitement and some food or cash donations to benefit the local food shelf.

A typical train event involves the train arriving with the stage door lowering 
and the band opening with its first song. After that, a brief presentation takes 
place with local food bank officials and other dignitaries. Once complete, the band 
resumes performing a mix of traditional and modern holiday-themed songs. It runs 
for about 30 minutes.

The holiday train encourages people to bring heart healthy donations. Heart 
health education and awareness is a tenet of Canadian Pacific’s community invest-
ment program, CP Has Heart, which focuses on improving the heart health of men, 
women and children in communities across North America.

Each and every month, millions of people across North America use food banks 
to make ends meet. Through the holiday train, CP not only wants to restock food 
banks, but also ensure people have access to healthy and nutritious food. Everyone 
deserves the same opportunity to eat well and protect their hearts.

We urge people to get out and help the holiday train make a difference one stop at 
a time. After all, isn’t that what the true spirit of the season is all about?

Appreciates coverage 
of Parkinson’s

To-the-Editor:
We just wanted to write and tell you 

what a great article you did on our Par-
kinson’s “Power Punch.” We have re-
ceived a number of comments from our 
friends. In today’s mail, a friend sent 
us a copy of the article. She included a 
note which read: “We receive the Steele 
County Times because of articles like 
Power Punch and this is one of those 
articles-truly a wonderful article. It is a 

small town paper with a lot of news.”
Hopefully, this article will encourage 

others with Parkinson’s to come and 
exercise with us!

Also, thanks for your coverage of the 
Huskies football games.

Keep up the great newspaper! We 
sure look forward to it each week!

Rollie & Ann Truelson
Owatonna

‘I was too small and too slow’
It’s time to rumble at the U.S. 

Bank Stadium.
The Blooming Prairie High 

School Blossom football team 
is playing in its first Prep Bowl 
championship game ever when 
it takes the field Friday morn-
ing, Nov. 29 against the War-
riors of BOLD.

This columnist visited 
with Blooming Prairie’s head 
football coach Chad Gimbel 
and asked him if it was a war 
of nerves preparing for the BIG 
GAME on Nov. 29.

“We must stay focused,” 
Gimbel said calmly as he 
counted the days before the 
Blossoms attempted to capture 
their first state high school 
football championship. The 
Blossoms represent Class 1A.

It’s ironic that the Blos-
soms and the Warriors of 
BOLD (Bird Island, Olivia, 
Lake Lillian and Danube) 
square off against one another 
because Gimbel’s home school 
of Browerville played against 
BOLD in the semifinals when 
Gimbel was in high school.

The Blossoms met up with the Warriors 
last year in the state tournament at the U.S. 
Bank Stadium and were beaten, 37-7.

Gimbel was a 1988 graduate of Brow-
erville High school and lettered in three 
sports, football, baseball and wrestling. “I 
was too small and too slow to be a star in 
football,” Gimbel says.

Not having size of speed, Coach Gimbel 
said he knew the “X’s” and “O’s” of the 
game. Indeed he does know the inner me-
chanics of football, otherwise he wouldn’t 
have been the head football coach at Bloom-
ing Prairie for the past 23 years.

Gimbel’s opposing coach, Derek Flann, is 
a first-year coach.

Gimbel said he “got fortunate” to get a 
teaching job right out of college at Moorhead 
State University. He was an assistant coach 
for two years under Mike Olson and then 
took the reins as head coach.

Coach Gimbel gave his players two days 
off after they had defeated Ada-Borup in the 

semifinals of the state football 
tournament. The Blossoms 
drubbed Ada-Borup, 41-0 to 
advance to the championship 
game.

The week of the BIG GAME 
has indeed been a week to 
remember, says Gimbel. “Our 
Blooming Prairie community 
has been great in supporting 
us,” remarked Gimbel.

Does the head coach stay 
calm? “I keep busy and that 
helps time go by faster,” Gimbel 
replied.

“The kids are excited but 
they know they have a job to 
do in preparing for this game,” 
said Gimbel.

“We don’t want to over 
prepare for this game and it is 
possible for the players to get 
too wired for the important 
game.

The coaching staff and play-
ers have been busily prepar-
ing by watching lots of film, 13 
different games played by the 
unbeaten Warriors (13-0). The 
Blossoms are also 13-0.

Gimbel says this year’s BOLD team is 
similar to last year. Even with a new coach, 
the offense looks the same and that’s maybe 
because Coach Flann was BOLD’s offensive 
coordinator the past several years.

Coach Gimbel has nothing but praise for 
the Blossoms’ fans. “They have been awe-
some, just great,” he says. “The fan support 
has been unbelievable and they travel well,” 
further stated Gimbel.

Many alumni have been traveling to the 
Blossoms’ games. “That support is appreci-
ated by the players and coaching staff; it is 
exciting to see all of that support from this 
community,” he said.

Gimbel said Blooming Prairie is a “pretty 
special town” and the football team is 
anxious to further showcase its talents in 
Friday’s championship game.

“There are lots of schools that cannot ex-
perience what we are about to experience,” 
said Gimbel.

“When the whistle blows it’s football 
between the lines,” said Gimbel.

Students safer than ever, says school 
security expert involved with Columbine

BY DON HEINZMAN

A school safety expert says school 
students are safer today because of lessons 
learned from the mass shootings in schools 
from Columbine to Sandy Hook to Parkland.

Rick Kaufman, the executive director of 
community relations and emergency man-
agement for Bloomington Public Schools, 
was among the first to arrive at Columbine 
High School on April 20, 1999. After provid-
ing triage and rescue operations, he was 
assigned the responsibility of co-leading the 
Crisis Response Team to one of the worst 
school shootings in U.S. history.

Kaufman was a district administrator 
with Jeffco Public Schools at the time. 
Columbine was one of the 150 schools in 
Colorado’s largest school system.

When the shooting ended, 12 students 
and one teacher were murdered, and 26 
others wounded. The student killers died 
by suicide shortly after unleashing an 
attack on their school.

A common thread among school shooters 
is a trail of signs – online posts, drawings, 
and plans – that are often shared on social 
media, stressed Kaufman.

Acting upon those early signs cannot be 
ignored, says Kaufman.

“We must continue to teach and encour-
age students, and parents, that If they ‘see 
something, say something.’ When informa-
tion is provided in a timely manner, school 
staff can respond and intervene to prevent 
the worse-case scenarios,” said Kaufman. 
“When we empower students to come for-
ward, they can make a difference, and one 
that may save lives,” says Kaufman.

There is no greater challenge today than 
creating safe schools, said Kaufman.

“It requires a major commitment and 
effort by school leaders, staff, parents and 
a supportive community. A safe school is 
an absolute foundation to the success of its 
academic mission, Kaufman said.

“Research shows when students feel safe 
in school, achievement improves and be-
havioral issues decrease. Despite all too fre-
quent headlines of active shooter incidents, 
students find safe havens in schools thanks 
in large part to a multi-layered approach 
that focuses on the four pillars of emergen-
cy management: prevention, preparedness, 
planning and recovery.

“Prevention is evident in schools when 
teachers and staff build a rapport and 
trust with students, and the school culture 

embraces the physical and emotional safety 
of schools.”

“Accidents and tragedies are part of 
life. As educators, we protect students the 
best we can and we’re prepared for the 
unthinkable. In a crisis, we serve children 
best by recognizing and responding to their 
psychological and emotional needs,” said 
Kaufman.

Based on his experience, Kaufman advis-
es school districts to have a three point plan.

One is having a single point entry to all 
schools, having a visitor sign in, receive an 
identification badge and be escorted to the 
visitor’s destination.

Second to examine and if necessary re-
place the locks on the doors and have alarm 
buttons under desks to alert the building. 
“Look at all the keys that could give perpe-
trators access.”

A third is software: training the staff and 
having the drills to prevent anything seri-
ous and the worst from happening. Students 
go through 10 drills a year: five lockdown, 
five fire safety and a weather.

“Train for the response rather than the 
threat,” said Kaufman. He advises school 
safety directors to have a mental- health 
trained staff member in every school to han-
dle students who are a threat to themselves 
and others.

If the student is uncontrollable, Kaufman 
advises a call to 911 that brings law enforce-
ment and an emergency technician to the 
school who assess the situation and take 
appropriate action.

Kaufman is optimistic over improve-
ments in school security. More school 
boards are having voter referendums 
passed authorizing more money to be spent 
on school safety, he notes.

In the nearly 30 years Kaufman has 
worked with schools, he said the key to 
school safety is teaching and modeling a 
culture and climate of safety, respect and 
emotional support.

“It’s relationships … connecting with 
every child must be an integral part of a 
school’s mission. When we genuinely care 
about the social, emotional and safety 
needs, our students stand the best chance 
to continue on their pathway to success in 
schools and beyond.”

Don Heinzman is a retired newspaper 
journalist who lives in Bloomington. He 
has provided editorial direction to the 
Steele County Times in the past.

A gobble of generosity
“It’s a Gobble Time” 

promotion has turned 
into being a gobble of 
generosity.

A few weeks ago our 
newspaper ran a pro-
motion with various 
businesses giving away 
free turkeys just in time 
for Thanksgiving. It 
was pretty simple and 
straightforward: just clip 
out the entry form and 
return it to the participat-
ing business for a chance 
to win a turkey.

I enjoy finding differ-
ent ways for businesses 
to promote themselves 
in our publication. I have 
found the turkey promo-
tion is a way for business-
es to express their grat-
itude and appreciation 
for customers coming 
into their stores or shops 
throughout the year.

Last week I got the 
opportunity to draw the 
winner for the Steele 
County Times. It hap-
pened to be one of our 
faithful readers in Owa-
tonna: Georgia Minard. 
With time ticking away to 
the big turkey holiday, I 
decided to deliver the cou-
pon for a free turkey to 
Minard’s residence. And 
what I found was more 
than heart warming.

Once Minard found out 
she had won a turkey, she 
was overwhelmed with 
joy and reached out to 
hug me. She told me she 
was now going to be able 
to have a real Thanksgiv-
ing and planned to invite 

people over for what else, 
a turkey dinner. Prior to 
winning the turkey, she 
had not planned to do 
much for the holiday.

Minard says she loves 
to cook and couldn’t wait 
to make her turkey. But 
what excited her even 
more was the fact that 
she could invite people 
over to enjoy the holiday 
with her.

It proved to be a lesson 
for me in realizing that 
you never know when or 
how you’re truly going 
to impact someone’s life. 
What seemed as a little 
gesture in promoting our 
newspaper turned into 
something so much more. 
It’s priceless to be on the 
receiving end of such 
gratitude like what was 
displayed by Minard.

This week is a good 
time for us to all to 
share a little extra dose 
of gratitude, which is a 
healthy attitude. When 
most people think about 
Thanksgiving, they focus 
on food, family and foot-
ball watching. But put-

ting “thanks” back into 
Thanksgiving is a good 
start in improving your 
heart health, according 
to researchers.

It goes without saying 
that a grateful heart is a 
healthier heart. Patients 
who express higher levels 
of gratitude suffer from 
less depression, less anxi-
ety and slept better.

We certainly all have 
more room to practice 
being more grateful. We 
all have a multitude of 
things to be grateful for. 
It’s important to show it 
and express it to others.

Even when you’re 
down, science says grati-
tude may be exactly what 
you need to lift you back 
up. Grateful thinking can 
help people rebound from 
stressful events because 
it’s contradictory to focus 
on feelings of gratitude 
while consumed with 
fear, stress and anxiety. 
Staying focused on the 
good in life may have 
long-lasting benefits.

Through Minard’s 
small, but powerful 
reaction to winning a 
turkey and displaying her 
gratefulness, it has made 
me realize that gratitude 
is the attitude we all need 
to focus on.

I hope all of you go in 
hot pursuit of sharing 
some gratitude even 
in subtle ways this 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
Happy Thanksgiving to 
everyone and thank you 
reading our newspaper.

Reflections 
HOWARD LESTRUD

Hot Pursuit 
RICK BUSSLER

COACH CHAD GIMBEL
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Former mayor, first lady to 
be honored as top citizens

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Blooming Prairie Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Vice President Miranda 
Camery had some special 
news to bring before a 
group of 50 members and 
guests on Nov. 20.

Camery, chairing the 
meeting in the absence 
of President Dan Peach, 
announced that former 
Blooming Prairie Mayor 
H. (Harold) Peterson and 
former First Lady Jean 
Peterson have been chosen 
as the 2019 Blooming Prai-
rie Chamber’s Citizens of 
the Year.

The Petersons will be 
honored at an annual rec-
ognition banquet on Thurs-
day, Jan. 16 at the Blooming 
Prairie Servicemen’s Club.

Camery said the Peter-
sons have continually giv-
en volunteer time and have 
made a positive difference 
in promoting Blooming 
Prairie. Mayor H served as 
mayor for 19 years.

Last week’s annual 
meeting had a special flare 
to it. The venue was the Piz-
za Cellar, transformed into 
a banquet hall. The tables 
were covered with white 
table cloths, and Chamber 
members were treated to 
celebratory beverages.

Pre-meeting music was 
also provided by Jesse 
Smith, a member of the 
Sondog band from Austin.

Surprise mystery guests 
turned out to be Bloom-
ing Prairie High School 
football cheerleaders. The 
cheering types led the 
room in two sets of cheers.

Vice President Camery 
procedurally went through 
a prepared agenda, which 
was framed in lamination to 
look especially attractive.

Retiring Chamber secre-
tary Sarah Esplan pre-
sented minutes of the Oct. 
16 meeting and then gave 
members a pep talk about 
the community’s Fourth of 
July celebration.

She said it was amazing 
what a small community 
like Blooming Prairie 
could accomplish with its 
Fourth of July celebration. 
“It makes wonderful family 
memories,” she said.

Esplan said Barb and 
Jerry Kaplan will no longer 
sponsor the Fourth of July 
car show. She said she was 
hopeful that someone else 
would come forward to 
chair this event.

It was also announced 
that Karen Forarge will 
no longer chair the parade 
after this year.

Nick Schiefert has also 
resigned as Chamber 
chairman of the Fourth of 

July. Esplan praised him 
for his work as chairman, 
sandwiched in between 
owning a business (Dairy 
Queen), serving as a fire-
fighter and serving as a 
school bus driver.

Schiefert was presented 
an Awesome Award for 
his work with the Fourth 
of July.

Bonnie Coughlin of 
the Civic/Ambassadors/
Promotions Committee re-
ported that plans have been 
finalized for Small Busi-
ness Saturday on Saturday, 
Nov. 30. Karen Peterson, 
Greg Johnson and Miranda 
Camery are also on the 
committee.

Jackie Vorlicek of the 
Beautification Committee 
said four new flower pots 
have been purchased for 
the downtown.

Mayor Curt Esplan 
reviewed city projects and 
said Highway 218 will be 
redone in 2023. He urged 
Chamber members to make 
their voices known on this 
major project.

Esplan was asked about 
the possibility of a new 
water tower being built in 
Blooming Prairie. He said 
it is possible a new tower 
may be built in the next 
three years.

Linda Klemmensen 
reported on the Junior En-
trepreneur program, most 
recently completed with 
second graders at Blooming 
Prairie Elementary School. 
The program will be 
continued for fifth graders 
next spring. Klemmensen 
was assisted by Rachel 
Klemmensen and Michelle 
Vigeland.

Past Chamber president 
Greg Johnson thanked re-
tiring Chamber gambling 
manager Amanda Schum-
acher. He introduced her 
successor, Darla Skalicky. 
Johnson said gambling 
project helps supplement 
the local chamber.

Jamie Klemmensen gave 
a report on creating a new 
Chamber website. She said 
it is still a work in progress.

Blooming Prairie police 

officer Jake Peterson was 
the featured speaker for the 
evening. He currently is a 
police officer, ambulance 
volunteer and firefighter. 
He is also widely known as 
being the leader of the Stix 
of Fury drum corps.

Peterson reviewed his 
path from wanting to be a 
nurse to being a police offi-
cer. “My passion is to help 
people,” he said.

Chamber members also 
elected officers for 2020: 
Dan Peach, president; 
Miranda Camery, vice 
president; Jackie Vorlicek, 
secretary and Lisa Noble, 
treasurer.

Camery urged members 
to be thinking about a 
vision for the chamber for 
2020. “The biggest thing 
is how do we keep local 
business local,” Camery 
said. “Take a look around 
before you go out of town,” 
Camery said.

Jackie Vorlicek said the 
Chamber needs to promote 
bringing out of town people 
into Blooming Prairie as 
customers.

The Chamber is con-
tinuing to grow with the 
announcement of 19 new 
members.

The new members are: 
Hen House & Co., Women 
of Today, Stix of Fury, 
Saddle Butte & Ag, Bloom-
ing Prairie Quarterback 
Club, Blooming Prairie 
Backpack Program, Karen 
Hofstad, Jake & Alecia Pe-
terson, Just Take the Cake, 
Kruckeberg Services, Amy 
Snider, CJ Home Inspec-
tions, Emily’s Beauty Bar, 
Epic Contracting LLC, 
Geneva Bar & grill, Pam 
and Don Hameister, Pat 
& Kyle’s Reclaimed Wood, 
Prairie Home Floral, Decor 
& Gifts and Emily Kay 
Photography.

Many voices sought during 
strategic planning at BP Schools
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

The future of Blooming 
Prairie School District 
876 will hopefully be in as 
many hands and voices as 
possible, says first-year su-
perintendent Chris Staloch.

Staloch has been captain 
of the ISD 876 ship since 
last July 1 and one of his 
major tasks during the first 
year of his administration 
is to carve out a strategic 
plan for the school district. 
He was previously princi-
pal at the BP Elementary 
School.

That challenge has 
already been accepted by 
Staloch and he soon will 
put together a team that 
will build a strategic plan 
for the district.

Strategic planning is 
an organization’s process 
of defining its strategy, 
or direction, and making 
decisions on allocating its 
resources to pursue this 
strategy. Many corpora-
tions and school districts 
formulate mechanisms to 
guide strategic planning.

During Staloch’s inter-
viewing for the superinten-
dent’s job, the school board 
sought Staloch’s ideas 
about strategic planning.

The board asked Staloch 
what he wanted to see in 

respect to focusing a direc-
tion for the district in the 
future.

“Looking at the future 
of the district in the next 
3-5 years, I said I wanted 
to gain input from the 
district residents who are 
stakeholders in education,” 
Staloch said.

Showing a desire and de-
termination to look into the 
future of Blooming Prairie 
education, Staloch said he is 
excited to look at Blooming 
Prairie education from a 
different lens than when he 
was principal of the Bloom-
ing Elementary School.

One of Staloch’s first 
actions as superintendent 
was to hold a special public 
meeting with the school 
board for the purpose of 
charting a course of action 
for school district strategic 
planning.

Staloch gave the board 
a list of eight questions 
and put board members’ 
responses on a white board. 
Staloch was seeking a board 
vision of future goals.

“We created a rough 
draft of board goals and 
board vision and then 
shared this information 
with staff during a back to 
school workshop last Sep-
tember,” Staloch remarked.

The next step was to 
survey staff, parents, 

students, organizations and 
local business and industry 
leaders. From this point, the 
data will be used to develop 
a strategic plan. A team will 
then be formed by Staloch 
and it will consist of parents, 
board members, teachers, 
community and students.

A goal is to form this 
team by early December, 
Staloch said.

Surveys were sent to 
many different groups, 
individuals and business-
es. The survey, sent out to 
approximately 350 mail-
ings, asked respondents to 
focus on what we can do or 
should do, not what hasn’t 
happened.

The five questions were:
1. What do you see as the 

purpose of BP schools?
2. What are areas of 

strength for BP schools?
3. What do you see as 

needs for the future of BP 
schools?

4. What should BP 
schools be known for (val-
ues/beliefs)?

5. What challenges does 
the district face?

“We want to put together 
a plan to set our students 
and staff up for success 
in the near future and for 
many years to come,” stat-
ed Staloch.

Late this past summer, 
Staloch met with area su-

perintendents. “We looked 
at some finished products 
of other schools,” said 
Staloch. “We didn’t have 
to re-invent the wheel,” he 
pointed out.

Other school districts 
have different students, dif-
ferent needs and different 
perspectives in compari-
son to Blooming Prairie, 
Staloch commented.

“We have to be Blooming 
Prairie and must look at 
what our hopes and dreams 
are,” Staloch explained.

The survey responses 
contained “a lot of positive 
comments about staff and 
about what we are doing in 
the district,” said Staloch.

Respondents elaborat-
ed on what can be added, 
changed or kept and contin-
ued to be built upon.

The 12-15 member team 
will look at the survey 

Megers host food 
shelf benefit

Glen and Cheryl 
Meger hosted their 20th 
consecutive food shelf 
benefit social Nov. 20 at 
the Reception Center at 
the Brick–Meger Funeral 
Home for fellowship and 
a meal.

The annual event 
brings together spouses 
and members of the Msgr. 
Henry Speck Assembly, 
Fourth Degree Knights of 
Columbus. They are treat-
ed to egg rolls made from 
Meger’s own “secret” 
recipe and grilled pork 
kabobs. Hors d’oeuvres 

and desserts are fur-
nished by members.

Attendees made cash 
donations and also 
donated non-perishable 
food items. At the conclu-
sion of the event a total 
of 92 pounds of food and 
$495 was collected for the 
Steele County food shelf.

Host Glen Meger said, 
“We are pleased to have 
hosted this event for the 
past 20 years and the gen-
erosity of my Brother Sir 
Knights certainly exempli-
fies the first principle of the 
Order, that being Charity.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Glen A. Meger and Cheryl Meger, owners of Brick-Meger 
Funeral Home in Owatonna, collected 92 pounds of food 
at their 20th Annual Food Shelf Benefit Social.

GOD HAS GOTTEN US: 
through this  FROM A1

has claimed the Class 1A 
football championship.

Diane and Frank plan 
on going around the table, 
asking everyone to share 
for what they are thankful.

The two July dates, 
Diane’s transplant date of 
July 11, 2019 and Frank’s 
discharge date from the 
Fieldcrest Care Center in 
Hayfield on July 1, 2019, 
will be forever be in-
grained in the Vorliceks’ 
memory bank.

After undergoing 
kidney dialysis for 2 1/2 
years, Diane learned that 
she would be receiving a 
kidney transplant due to 
the love of two individuals 
who she calls her angels.

Diane’s daughter Auna 
was not a match for a 
kidney transplant but she 
could donate a kidney to 
the National Registry and 
receive credit to have a kid-
ney donated to her mother.

Diane said she hopes 
to put a letter together, 
thanking her anonymous 
donor.

“Thanksgiving is a 
time to pause and say 
thanks,” said Diane. “We 
should also say thanks for 
our many gifts every day 
of the year,” she added.

Diane last week visited 
doctors at Rochester’s 
Mayo Clinic on a four-
month checkup. She 
was given an “all-clear” 
after her numbers from a 
biopsy of her kidney were 
declared “super,” said 
Diane. She will visit there 
again in one year.

Diane says she feels 
“like a new person” 
following her transplant. 
She said her energy has 
returned.

Previously, she said 
she was constantly tired 
and didn’t want to talk to 
anyone. “Just let me be,” 
Diane said. Now, she can 
go to her grandchildren’s 
activities because her 
energy has returned.

The dialysis was per-
formed three times a week, 
four hours each time.

The Vorliceks’ four 
children, Auna, Heidi, Ja-
son and Trent have been 
lovingly supportive of 
their parents during their 
health challenges.

Heidi is an LPN in 
Columbia Heights and has 
served as an unending 
resource for her parents 
during their journeys 
toward better health. She 
took her mother to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Roches-
ter after her condition be-
came dangerously serious.

Diane was then de-
clared a candidate for a 

transplant. “Transplants 
are necessary for good 
health and every organ 
has its purpose,” re-
marked Diane.

Frank and Diane total-
ly agree that their faith 
and the many prayers 
they received from family, 
churches and the Bloom-
ing Prairie community 
led them to recovery.

The Vorliceks saluted 
Father Tom Niehaus, for-
merly of the St. Columba-
nus Catholic Church and 
Pastor Heidi Heimgartner 
of First Lutheran Church 
for their constant vigil of 
the Vorliceks’ health.

Always ready with a hu-
morous quip, Frank said “it 
seemed like people crawled 
out of the woodwork” to 
help Diane and him.

Two families, Bill and 
Joanne Neuman and 
Joanne’s sister Becky 
Johnson, brought deli-
cious evening meals to the 
Vorliceks every Wednes-
day for 1 1/2 years.

The journey to recov-
ery for both Diane and 
Frank has been a struggle 
at times. During her fight 
with a kidney disease, 
Diane fell and broke her 
femur on her left side and 
then shattered her right 
hip. “It wasn’t easy at 
times,” Diane says.

Frank was a resident at 
the Fieldcrest Care Center 
for four months of reha-
bilitation. He said Diane 
visited him every day.

Because of his UTI, 
Frank said he “was out of 
my head” for about three 
weeks. “We thought he 
was going to die,” Diane 
said. “I couldn’t walk and 
had everything wrong 
with me,” Frank relates.

Frank said he had lots 
of company when he was 
at Fieldcrest but can’t 
remember who was there 
to visit him.

Frank turned the 
corner at Fieldcrest and 
praised the care center for 
providing him with lots of 
smiles and some extraor-
dinary therapy.

Always a lover of gar-
dening, Frank said he will 
not ever be as intense with 
this passion. “It’s been an 
adjustment and there are 
changes in life you have to 
accept,” he said.

Both Diane and Frank 
say they cry a lot. “God 
has gotten us through this 
and I don’t know how some 
people can get through 
family emergencies with-
out faith,” says Frank.

Frank, a former teach-
er, is known for his sharp 
wit. “Sometimes, he gets 
annoying,” Diane says 
with a smile. “I think we 
have become closer since 
our health problems,” 
believes Frank.

“You’ve got to make the 
best of what you’ve got,” 
says Diane saying a pos-
itive attitude by both has 
led to their recoveries.

“I think we have become 
closer since our health 

problems.”

Frank Vorlicek 
Recovering From Health 

Setbacks

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
The Blooming Prairie High School football cheerleading team visited the BP Area Chamber of 
Commerce at its annual meeting at the Pizza Cellar on Wednesday, Nov. 20.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Sarah Esplan, secretary of the Blooming Prairie Area Cham-
ber of Commerce presented BP business owner Nick Schiefert 
with an Awesome Award, paying recognition to his work as 
Chamber Fourth of July chairman for the past many years.

SUPERINTENDENT CHRIS 
STALOCH

SEE MANY VOICES, A10
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COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Nov. 11 with Judge Joseph 
A. Bueltel presiding:
Enke Fernandez, 29, 
Rochester, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony burglary. The 
defendant was sentenced 
to $500.05, 227 days in 
county jail, no possession 
of firearms, maintain 
employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no contact 
with victim, psychological 
evaluation, cognitive skill 
training, obtain permission to 
leave the state and 5 years 
of supervised probation.
Ron H. Jaeger, 36, St. 
Cloud, previously appeared 
and was convicted of 
felony attempted murder 
and felony assault of 
correctional employee, 
probation officer, prosecutor 
or judge. He was sentenced 
to $1,931 and 1 year in St. 
Cloud State Prison.
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors 
were heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Nov. 11 – 17:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Brayan E. Mata, 24, Austin, 
cancelled license, $381 
and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation.

MN DEPT. OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Gary L. Scholljegerdes, 
72, Waseca, deer hunting 
violation, $375.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Mohammed Q. Abdi, 28, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $100; 

Brett L. Anderson, 53, 
Sanbron, seat belt, $106; 
Renee E. Baldwin, 38, Albert 
Lea, speeding and seat belt, 
$240; Georgiy P. Cholak, 
58, Lakeville, speeding, 
$115; Melvina Conrath, 84, 
Waseca, driving wrong way 
on one way street, $175; 
Erik J. Craig, 37, Onalaska, 
WI, speeding, $115; Joseph 
R. Edlund, 19, Woodbury, 
failure to yield, $231; Jake T. 
Fee, 24, St. Peter, speeding, 
$275; Shiloh L. Fletcher, 41, 
Boyd, TX, speeding, $121; 
Christine J. Gerovac, 49, 
New Berlin, WI, speeding, 
$125; Connor T. Getchell, 20, 
Blooming Prairie, seat belt, 
$106; Dana C. Gostomczik, 
40, Rochester, no license, 
$175; Angela J. Howe, 
46, Ellendale, seat belt, 
$106; Paul H. Howieson, 
76, Owatonna, speeding, 
$115; Michael A. Jensen-
Scherlin, 31, Shakopee, 
speeding, $121; Gabriel H. 
Martinez, 25, Des Moines, 
IA, speeding and no 
license, $321; Samantha 
A. McDonough, 21, Anoka, 
suspended license and 
child passenger restraint 
system violation, $331; 
Brian L. Morrison, 35, 
Owatonna, speeding, $275; 
Maria S. Omana Marin, 
18, Farmington, speeding, 
$125; Cristian I. Overland, 
28, Waseca, speeding, 
$125; Douglas J. Peterson, 
56, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$100; Walter L. Rath, 28, Elk 
Grove, CA, speeding, $135; 
Remigio A. Rodriguez, 32, 
Waseca, revoked license, 
$281; Rajeev Sharma, 58, 
State College, PA, speeding, 
$125; Anthony R. Spada, 43, 
Miami Beach, FL, speeding, 
$115; Jewel M. Stewart, 
20, Owatonna, speeding, 
$125; Scott D. Ulrich, 60, 
Owatonna, speeding, $115; 
Ryan L. Weber, 42, Blooming 
Prairie, seat belt, $100.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Joseph P. Alberts, 48, 
Medford, expired tabs, 
$105; David Barajas, 27, 
Owatonna, speeding and 
revoked license, $321; 
Bethany L. Butler, 35, 
Owatonna, restraining 
order violation, 2 days in 
county jail and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Noah 
A. Harazin, 32, Owatonna, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $481; Rebecca 
T. Jock, 40, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Tanner 
R. Kruckeberg, 25, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $131; 
Amanda Pichardo Garcia, 
20, Owatonna, reokved 
license, $275; Amanda 
K. Preble, 24, Owatonna, 
revoked license, no 
insurance and registration 
violation and failure to 
deliver title, $781; Mason 
D. Rhoades, 19, Owatonna, 
underage drinking and 
driving, stay of adjudication, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation and 1 year of 
supervised probation; 
Charity A. Schmidt, 33, 
Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Heidi D. Schmidt, 
76, Owatonna, failure to 
obey traffic control device, 
$125; Lyle F. Sellers, 37, 
Waseca, failure to obey 
traffic control device, 
$125; Noriah M. Tabor, 
23, Owatonna, revoked 
license and possession of 
marijuana, $331; Dajaun D. 
Wadley, 23, Owatonna, no 
insurance, $131 and 1 year 
of unsupervised probation.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Katherine J. Davis, 35, 
Rochester, speeding, $131; 
Amy L. Ihrke-Johnson, 
45, Kasson, speeding, 
$125; Mindy L. Jackson, 
48, Waseca, speeding, 
$221; Mark L. Kilgore, 46, 

Owatonna, stop sign, $125; 
Chloe L. Kleinschrodt, 23, 
Blooming Prairie, speeding, 
$131; Daniel A. Limon, 29, 
Medford, speeding and no 
insurance, $321; Bryant 
A. Oneal, 60, Dubuque, 
IA, invalid license, $181; 
Steven A. Sands, 34, 
Owatonna, possession of 
marijuana and DWI, stay 
of adjudication, $50, 1 day 
in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
attend MADD impact panel, 
psychological evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and 2 years of 
supervised probation; 
Alejandro Vega, 22, 
Faribault, revoked license, 
$281; Oscar E. Velazquez 
Gomez, 24, South St. Paul, 
speeding, $121; Taylor 
A. Ziemke, 25, Waseca, 
speeding, $135.

ARRESTS
Steele County

Owatonna Police
Adam James Trimble, 
30, arrested at 1:07 p.m. 
Nov. 14, felony probation 
violation, held for court.
Dakota Reid Cisneros, 23, 
arrested at 4:55 p.m. Nov. 
16, violation of conditions 
of release, held for court.
Sam Irvin Thompson, 22, 
arrested at 8:31 a.m. Nov. 17, 
felony possession of stolen 
property, held for court.
Jose Hernandez Jr., 36, 
arrested at 1:41 p.m. Nov. 18, 
probation violation warrant 
arrest, held for court.
Jonelle Suezette Hill, 38, 
arrested at 7:30 a.m. Nov. 
19, warrant arrest, held for 
court.

Law enforcement caught 
in the crosshairs

A few weeks ago I wrote 
a column about how divid-
ed our country has become. 
After seeing everything 
that took place outside the 
Trump rally in Minneap-
olis, it is apparent that the 
divide in this country is not 
only our new sad reality, 
but it also has law enforce-
ment in its crosshairs.

We now have communi-
ties calling to disarm entire 
police forces and calls to 
reduce and even eliminate 
law enforcement altogeth-
er, even as violent crime in 
many parts of our country 
are escalating to alarming 
numbers. We have public 
safety review boards full of 
people who know nothing 
about law enforcement, 
many with political agen-
das, there to determine if 
the split second decisions 
our officers have to make 
were justified or not. We 
have police chiefs, even in 
our great state of Minne-
sota, pushing the political 
agendas of their city coun-
cils. Worse yet, we have no 
true national news outlets 
anymore – on either side 
of the isle. Nobody reports 
the news anymore. It’s all 
opinions, agenda driven, 
and politically motivated 
–to either the left or right. 
Who do we turn to for the 
facts anymore? I wish I had 
that answer.

The Minneapolis Police 
Chief, seemingly following 

in the anti-Trump foot-
steps of his boss (Mayor 
Jacob Frey) reported that 
protests at the Trump rally 
were vastly peaceful and 
respectful with only one 
citation and one arrest the 
entire evening. Howev-
er, video coverage of the 
protesters outside appear 
to indicate it was often 
anything but peaceful and 
respectful. It is amazing 
there were no serious 
injuries – at least which 
were reported. The videos 
also showed protesters 
harassing and threaten-
ing police officers, signs 
that said BLUE LIVES 
DON’T F###ING MAT-
TER, chants by protesters 
“Save a life! Kill a Cop!” 
or “F### Police! F### 
what you stand for!” To my 
knowledge, these videos 
never made most of the 
mainstream media – the 
same media that vilified 
what took place inside 
Target Center, while 
seemingly whitewashing 
the violence and riotous 
behavior that took place 
outside on the streets.

This type of leadership 
is analogous to the trends 
we are seeing nationwide 
in many of our metro 
areas– leadership that 
is motivated by power, 
politics, and elections. Our 
communities risk danger-
ous consequences anytime 
our leaders put political 
interests ahead of public 
safety. In doing so they 
jeopardize the safety of our 
communities, our officers, 
and our first responders.

The 87 sheriffs in Minne-
sota are voted for every 
four years on a non-parti-
san election ballot in part 
for this exact purpose – to 
help prevent political lead-
ership and interests from 
influencing decisions that 
may affect public safety.

Who wants to go to 
college and commit to a 
career that is constantly 
second-guessed and berat-
ed throughout the nation 
because of false narratives 
put out on social media by 
anti-police activists? Who 
wants to be labeled the next 
“racist” or “trigger happy” 
cop smeared all over social 
media when they are 
forced to use deadly force 
to protect themselves or 
others? Who wants to be 
stalked and attacked with 
water buckets and anti-po-
lice mobs like in New York 
City and be ordered to 
ignore it? Who wants to be 
constantly videotaped, told 
it’s for their safety, then 
armchair quarterbacked 
by every special interest 
group and anti-police 
group when things go bad 
on a call, using those false 
narratives and emotions to 
push forward their cam-
paigns or agendas before 
any facts are released. Who 
wants to work in a field 
where substance abuse, de-
pression, PTSD and other 
challenges have become 
so prevalent within the 
ranks of co-workers? Who 
wants to put on a badge 
and serve in a climate and 
time where we have more 
officers killing themselves 
each year than those killed 
in the line of duty? Who 
wants to take on all of this 
with a wage that often 
requires them to take on 
a part-time job just to help 
make ends meet?

I’ll tell you who. Some 
pretty amazing men and 
women. Young and old, 
right out of college or com-
ing in as a second or third 
career. Men and women 
who still believe in right 
and wrong. Men and women 
who will put their lives on 
the line for you and your 
family any day of the week. 

Men and women who live 
and work in the commu-
nities they serve. Men and 
women who feel driven, 
who feel a calling to do 
their small part to help our 
community a safer place 
for us to live and raise our 
families. Men and women 
who sacrifice so much of 
their lives to help ours be 
a little better. Men and 
women who will always be 
there to help you regardless 
of race, gender, or political 
preference. Men and women 
whose families make sacri-
fices every day for us.

Do some of them make 
mistakes? Absolutely, 
cops are human too. But 
the vast majority are very 
special people, in spite of 
what the media might lead 
you to believe.

It breaks my heart to see 
how some in these commu-
nities berate and belittle 
their troopers, deputies, 
and officers – most who 
simply signed up to try and 
make a difference and help 
people. Dodge County has 
always been very support-
ive of our men and women 
serving in law enforce-
ment, and I hope to God 
that never changes. I think 
about these amazing local 
heroes day and night, pray 
they stay safe out there, and 
thank them every chance I 
get for their great work and 
dedication to our commu-
nities. I hope you all will do 
the same. A simple thank 
you goes a long way to 
remind them that we all ap-
preciate the often thankless 
and difficult work they do.

Your Sheriff,
Scott

Scott Rose is serving 
his second term as Dodge 
County Sheriff. His 
column appears in this 
newspaper regularly.

Sgt. Lang honored for 20 years

BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT:  At 12:18 p.m., a hit and run accident resulting in property damage occurred in the 
1600 block of Cedar Ave. S.

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

SEE BLOTTER, A5

Two men taken 
down in drug raid

A pair of 
men has been 
charged in 
connection 
with a drug 
bust at a home 
in Owatonna.

The Steele 
County Attor-
ney’s Office 
has charged 
Michael Mc-
Clatchey, 45, of 
Owatonna with 
two counts of 
fifth-degree 
possession of 
a controlled 
substance and 
illegal posses-
sion of ammu-
nition/firearm. 
Also charged 
in connection with the 
case is Jordon Kelly, 35, 
of Faribault. He has been 
charged with the same 
crimes as McClatchey.

According to police, 
both McClatchey and 
Kelly have been previous-
ly convicted of a crime of 
violence and are ineli-

gible to possess 
a firearm or 
ammunition.

On Nov. 13, 
agents with the 
South Central 
Drug Investiga-
tion Unit raided 
a home at 721 
N. Oak Ave. in 
Owatonna. Police 
said the home has 
been under in-
vestigation since 
March.

Two vehicles 
seen leaving 
the home were 
stopped and the 
drivers subse-
quently arrested 
for possession of 
controlled sub-

stances. One of the drivers 
admitted to purchasing the 
drugs at 721 N. Oak Ave.

During the raid, meth 
residue, 5.3 grams of 
meth, Schedule III ana-
bolic steroids, Schedule 
IV Clonazepam pills and 
more than 5 ½ pounds of 
marijuana were seized.

CRIME BRIEF 

Behind the Badge 
SHERIFF SCOTT ROSE

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service

1.	 Lori Hanson – DWI - $3,000 bail
2.	 Ronald Heard Jr. – domestic abuse - $1,000 bail
3.	 Andrew Heidemann – theft - $300 bail
4.	 Juan Hernandez – motor vehicle - $1,000 bail
5.	 Jeffrey Herzog – disorderly conduct - $1,000 bail
6.	 Faithful Hill – damage to property – no bail 
7.	 Rodney Hill – traffic - $1,000 bail

8.	 Laquan Hillard – weapon without permit - $3,000 bail
9.	 Fahad Hilowle – DWI - $12,000 bail
10.	 Damian Hortop-Rocha – burglary – no bail
11.	 Dominic Hosteller – disorderly conduct - $400 bail
12.	 Spencer Hutchinson – DWI – no bail
13.	 Trung Huynh – drugs – no bail
14.	 Gloria Ibarra – warrant - $30,000 bail

15.	 Angela Jellum – DWI - $12,000 bail
16.	 Jose Jimenez Jr. – domestic assault – no bail
17.	 Andrew Johnson – failure to appear - $1,000 bail
18.	 Cody Johnson – warrant - $2,000 bail
19.	 David Johnson – dishonored check - $1,000 bail
20.	 Lawrence Johnson – domestic assault - $1,000 bail

HENEFIELD
&

IACOVINO
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Attorneys Frank Henefield and Jason Iacovino

General Practice
• Estate Planning • Real Estate • City Attorney

415 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie, MN

507-583-6663
Frank.bplaw@gmail.com | Jason.pblaw@gmail.com

Michael  
McClatchey

Jordon Kelley

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sgt. Mark 
Lang of the 
Blooming 
Prairie Police 
Department 
was honored 
recently for 
his 20 years of 
service with 
the city. He 
received a pin 
and special 
recognition 
from Chief 
Greg Skillestad 

at a Nov. 12 meeting of the BP City Council. Sharing with 
the honor are Lang's wife Kelly and boys. A certificate 
reads: "Mark Lang, a dedicated police sergeant that han-
dles each emergency with uncompromised competence 
and integrity, for being the steady voice in a storm, for 
using courage and compassion, and for providing such a 
meaningful service to the citizens of Blooming Prairie."
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How Seniors 
Can Get 

Free Legal 
Assistance

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend any resources that provide free or 

low-cost legal services to seniors? I’m 68 and need some 
professional legal assistance but have limited funds.

Need Help

Dear Need,
There are actually a number of free and low-cost le-

gal resources that can help seniors in need, but what’s 
available to you will depend on where you live, the type 
legal assistance you need and your financial situation. 
Here are several options to check into.

Legal Aid: Directed by the Legal Services Corpora-
tion, legal aid offers free legal assistance to low-income 
people of all ages. Each community program will differ 
slightly in the services they offer and income qualifica-
tions. See LSC.gov/find-legal-aid to locate a program in 
your area.

Free Legal Answers: This is an online program 
created by the American Bar Association that matches 
low-income clients with volunteer lawyers who agree to 
provide brief answers online for free. This service will 
not answer criminal law questions, and it’s not avail-
able in every state. Visit ABAfreelegalanswers.org to 
look for a program in your state.

Pro Bono and Senior Legal Hotlines: Usually 
sponsored by state or local bar associations, pro bono 
programs help low-income people find volunteer law-
yers who are willing to handle their cases for free.

There are also a number of states that still offer 
senior legal hotlines, where all seniors over age 60 
have access to free legal advice over the telephone. 
To find out if either of these services are available in 
your state, go to LawHelp.org, and click on “Find  
help near you.”

Senior Legal Services: Coordinated by the Ad-
ministration on Aging, this service may offer free or 
low-cost legal advice, legal assistance or access to legal 
representation to people over the age of 60. Your Area 
Agency on Aging can tell you what’s available in your 
community. Call the Eldercare Locator at 800-677-1116 
to get your local number.

National Disability Rights Network: This is a 
nonprofit membership organization that provides legal 
assistance to people with disabilities through their 
Protection and Advocacy System and Client Assistance 
Program. If you are disabled, visit NDRN.org to find 
help in your state.

OTHER OPTIONS
If you can’t get help from one of these programs, or 

find that you aren’t eligible, another option is to contact 
your state or local bar association, which may be able 
to refer you to a low-fee lawyer. Or, you may want to 
consider hiring a lawyer for only part of the legal work 
and doing other parts yourself. This is known as “un-
bundled legal services.”

Many bar associations offer public service-oriented 
lawyer referral services that will interview clients 
and help identify the problems a lawyer could help 
them with. If a lawyer can help with your problem, the 
service will provide you with a referral to a lawyer. If 
the problem does not require a lawyer, the service will 
provide information on other organizations in your 
community that may be able to help. Most of these 
lawyer referral services conduct their interviews and 
make referrals over the phone.

To contact your state or local bar association, go to 
www.FindLegalHelp.org.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

History from the News Archives
10 Years Ago

Dec. 1, 2009
RICK BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

Jeff McCabe has been named pres-
ident of Spray Control Systems, Inc. 
of Blooming Prairie. Spray Control is 
the holding company for Minimizer 
poly fenders, bracket kits, tool boxes 
and mud flaps. The McCabe family 
lives in Blooming Prairie.

Israel Clark was recognized for 
achieving Scouting’s highest rank of 
Eagle Scout at St. Columbanus Catho-
lic Church in Blooming Prairie. Israel 
is the son of Pam Clark and a 2009 
graduate of Blooming Prairie.

Tina Bush, owner of Bush Garden 
Gladiolus in Blooming Prairie, is 
proud of her new business in Owa-
tonna. She started Panache Floral 
on North Cedar Avenue at the end of 
July and business has been wonder-
ful for the local business owner.

On Dec. 7, the Canadian Pacific 
Holiday Train will be making a stop 
in Owatonna. The train will make its 
stop at the railroad crossing at 1145 
Park Dr., which is near the Owatonna 
Bus Company and Wenger’s. The train 
is decorated with thousands of lights.

20 Years Ago
Nov. 30, 1999

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

Matt Kittelson received a scholar-
ship check from Dollars for Scholars. 
Kittelson is majoring in physical edu-
cation at Minnesota State University 
at Mankato. He is the son of John and 
Mary Kittelson.

Grand opening week is Dec. 1-7 for 
Alliance Bank in Blooming Prairie. 

The bank is offering a cool cub teddy 
bear for anyone who opens up a new 
account as well as a box of free stan-
dard checks.

Ardis Knutson was honored with 
the McKnight Binger Award for 
human service last week. She served 
on the Blooming Prairie Center board 
of directors.

Beginning Nov. 15, Farmers and 
Merchants State Bank of Blooming 
Prairie will have an ATM/Debit 
machine available in the community. 
Transactions will be able to be made 
24 hours a day.

The proposed budget for the 
City of Blooming Prairie for 2000 is 
$1,035,261 compared to the actual 
budget of 1999 of $999,231. This rep-
resents a 3.6% increase.

50 Years Ago
Nov. 26, 1969

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

Because the FBI has entered the 
case of a $20,000 bank burglary at 
Medford, two suspects are being 
held in the Hennepin County jail in 
Minneapolis. Two Owatonna youths 
were picked up by Steele County 
Sheriff Bud Coufal and the Owaton-
na police force Saturday in Owaton-
na and transferred to Minneapolis. 
Sheriff Coufal reported that a total of 
$18,529 has been recovered. On Sat-
urday, with the aid of the FBI, $2,596 
was recovered in Rice County.

Janny Randall, 17, of Owatonna, 
was crowned 1970 Steele County 
“Junior Miss” at the pageant Nov. 22 
in the Blooming Prairie High School. 
Miss Ann Cashman, 17, also of Owa-
tonna, was named first runner-up 
in the competition and Polly Ann 

Jensen, Owatonna, was picked second 
runner-up.

Blooming Prairie’s first United 
Fund Drive closed recently and was 
a huge success, with contributions 
and pledges exceeding the quota 
established prior to the opening of the 
campaign. Final tabulation of con-
tributions and pledges amounted to 
$5,210 or $1,210 more than the budget 
set-up by the committee in charge of 
the campaign here.

75 Years Ago
Nov. 30, 1944

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

Blooming Prairie’s hemp mill will 
not close until the 1943-44 crop has 
been completely processed, so advises 
Senator Henrik Shipstead by a direct 
letter received from Secretary of Com-
merce Jesse D. Jones, and forwarded 
to Merville C. Bray, president of 
Blooming Prairie’s Commercial Club.

Rev. Father John M. Misiak, pastor 
of St. Columbanus Church in Bloom-
ing Prairie for the past 14 months 
has been transferred by his bishop at 
Winona to Minnesota Lake, a parish 
that compares in size to Blooming 
Prairie.

Steele County dairy farmers 
receive $285,008 in subsidies. This 
was for butterfat and milk produced 
during the period of October 1943 
through August 1944.

Intercounty Telephone Company 
announced that telephone companies 
are extending and improving rural 
telephone service after the war.

Specials this week at M. Nelson & 
Company in Blooming Prairie: men’s 
curlee suits, 100% wool, $33.50; lace 
tablecloths, $2.25; 10 pound sack of on-
ions, 31? and a bushel of apples for $1.69.

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Now through Feb. 22, 2020!

“A HUGE hit…
Can’t wait to return!”

– KARE 11

Michelle Barber, 
Kersten Rodau, 
Therese Walth

“‘MY, MY,’
I can’t 

resist it!”
– WCCO TV
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STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Leo Rivera Gaxiola, 40, 
arrested at 9:58 p.m. Nov. 
15, felony criminal sexual 
conduct, held for court.
April Murphy, 44, arrested 
at 6:30 a.m. Nov. 19, 
warrant arrest, $500 bail.
Sean Martin Cicero, 39, 
arrested at 11:05 p.m. Nov. 
20, probation violation, held 
for court.
Ruon Yang Tut, 26, arrested 
at 8:07 a.m. Nov. 21, warrant 
arrest, body only.

MN STATE PATROL
Ashley Lynn Myers, 28, 
arrested Nov. 18, warrant 
arrest, $300 bail.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE

Nov. 19
Burglary: Police began a 
burglary investigation in the 
700 block of Industrial Dr. 
NE at 1:16 p.m.

OWATONNA POLICE
Nov. 15
Truancy: At 8:16 a.m., 
police received a report of 
truancy.
Shoplifting: Officers 
arrested a subject for 
shoplifting in the 300 
block of Park Dr. NW at 
8:55 a.m.
Weapons: Police 
responded to a weapons-
related incident in the 2400 
block of Water Tower Lane 
NE at 9:35 a.m.
Theft: Officer took a  
theft report in the 300 
block of School St. E. at 
9:50 a.m.

Child Protection: Police 
received a child protection 
report from the 100 block of 
State Ave. NW at 8:47 p.m.
Nov. 16
Domestic: Officers 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 1200 
block of 21st Ave. NW at 
9:28 a.m.
Threats: At 11:38 a.m., a 
subject made threats in the 
300 block of Main St. E.
Domestic: Police arrested 
a subject following a 
domestic disturbance in 
the 400 block of North St. 
W. at 4:34 p.m.
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Police began an 
investigation of criminal 
sexual conduct on 43rd St. 
NW at 8:19 p.m. 
Nov. 17
Stolen Property: At 8:31 
a.m., officers arrested 
a subject after stolen 
property was recovered at 
Walnut Ave. S. and School 
St. W.
Child Protection: Police 
received a child protection 
report from the 200 block 
of Oak Ave. N. at 4:16 p.m.
Shoplifting: At 4:22 p.m., 
a shoplifting incident 
occurred in the 2100 block 
of Bridge St. W.
Theft: Police took a theft 
report in the 500 block of 
Adams Ave. NW at 9:20 p.m.
Nov. 18
Warrants: Police made 
warrant arrests in the 200 
block of Oak Ave. N. at 
12:21 p.m. and the 2600 
block of 18th St. NW at 
12:59 p.m.
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Police received a report of 
criminal sexual conduct in 
the city at 2:11 p.m.
Restraining Order: At 3:59 
p.m., a restraining order 
violation occurred in the 500 
block of Hillcrest Ave. SE.
Missing Person: Police 
assisted with a missing 
person from the 1200 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. at 4:15 p.m.
Nov. 19
Shoplifting: At 1:19 a.m., 
a shoplifting incident 
occurred in the 1600 block 
of Cedar Ave. S.
DWI: Police made DWI 
arrests in the 300 block 
of Rose St. E. at 2:36 a.m. 
and at 24th Ave. NW and 
Hoffman Dr. NW at 3:57 p.m.
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported at 
the law enforcement center 
at 7:46 a.m. and the 2300 
block of Cedar Ave. N. at 
9:46 a.m.
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 300 
block of Park Dr. NW at 
8:57 a.m.
Criminal Sexual 
Conduct: Police began an 
investigation of criminal 
sexual conduct on 43rd St. 
NW at 9:56 a.m. and on 
Prospect St. E. at 8:17 p.m.
Arrests: Police arrested 
motorists during traffic 
stops at Walnut Ave. S. and 
Mill St. W. at 10:34 p.m. and 

the 400 block of Cedar Ave. 
N. at 10:47 p.m.
Nov. 20
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic 
stop at Oak Ave. S. and 
McKinley St. SW at 1 a.m.
Theft: Police received a 
theft report from the 2100 
block of 3rd Ave. NW at 8:10 
a.m.
Suspicion: At 12:41 p.m., 
officers responded to 
suspicious activity in the 
500 block of Elm Ave. S. 
They arrested a subject at 
the scene.
Restraining Order: At 4:48 
p.m., a restraining order 
violation occurred in the 
1700 block of St. Paul Road 
NE.
Assault: Officers 
responded to an assault in 
the 400 block of Hillsdale 
St. NW at 7:23 p.m.
Nov. 21
Child Protection: Police 
received a child protection 
report from the 200 block 
of Oak Ave. N. at 2:06 p.m.

Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported in 
the 800 block of Hoffman 
Dr. NW at 11:16 p.m.

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Nov. 15
Disturbance: Deputies 
responded to a disturbance 
in the 3100 block of 168th 
St. SE in Summit Township 
at 12:31 a.m.
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Deputies arrested a subject 
for criminal sexual conduct 
in the 4100 block of 66th St. 
NW in Medford Township at 
4:41 p.m.
Nov. 16
Fire: Deputies responded 
to a fire call on Interstate 35 
in Owatonna at 1:48 a.m.
Suspicion: Deputies 
received information 
regarding suspicious 
activity in the 400 block of 
2nd Ave. SE in Medford at 
9:42 a.m.
Warrant: Deputy made 
a warrant arrest at the 
detention center at 7:18 p.m.

BLOTTER:  FROM A4

Legacy Monument Sales
Leon & Lori Bohlman

Leon’s cell: 507-456-7864 • Lori’s cell: 507-456-3735
Email: landlbo@gmail.com

Low down payments & financing option available

We will meet with you in your home.  
Preserving Memories and Milestones that meant 

the most to you in your life because you mattered.

Written lifetime guarantee on all our granite monuments!
Always exceptional quality!
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HOW TO COOK A TURKEY

MRS. JOHNSON’S CLASS
First, buy a turkey to 

cook. Second, you set the 
oven to 600 or 700 dgres. 
Third, you sesen it with 
salt and peper. Then, poot 
it in the oven. Next, when 
you hear the ding, let it 
cowel of.

■ Zoey Olsen

First, go buy the turkey 
at your grocey store and 
then put it in the crock pan 
and leave the wraper on it 
for a minute. Second, turn 
on the oven to 400?F to make 
sure it ready for the turkey, 
and make sure to take off 
the wrapper. Next, when 
you hear the oven ring put 
the turkey in the oven and 
make sure it’s at the right. 
Last, when you hear the 
over ring check to mack 
sure it’s ready to eat it if it’s 
not put it back in the oven 
for about two minutes. Then 
cut it up that way you could 
actully be sure it’s ready to 
serever then ready to eat it 
dodn’t forget the drink.

■ By Lily Evans

First, biy a turkey.
Second, poot the turkey 

on a pan and then poot it 
into the ofen.

Then, tack it out of the 
ofen and sessen the trcke.

Last eat the trcke.
■ Levi Skillestad

First, you go in a deer 
stand. Secened, you take 
your ame. Three, you shoot 
a turkey. Four, you hop 
on a ranger or truck and 
bring it home. Fith, you put 
on gloves and open it up. 
Six you take the guts out 
and thow it away. Seven, 
you take the heart out and 
throw it away. Eyiht, you 
close it and put it in the 
oven. Niht, you preheat 
the oven for 45 minutes. 
Ten, you take it out and 
let it cool down for a coupl 
hours or minetes. Elev-
en, you decorate it whith 

leafes, misotole and put red 
berry’s around the turekey. 
Twelv, the you tak it to the 
table and you dig in.

■ Andrew Schwarz

Frist, buy the turkey. 
Second, go home and put it 
in the pan. Therd, pree heat 
the oven. Forth, put it in 
the oven. Fith, put salt and 
pepper on it. Sixth, cut the 
turkey. Next, give the tur-
key to lots of people. Last, 
eat the delishas turkey. 
Yummmmmmmmmmm. I 
love turkeys.

■ Bristol Hansen

First, you cut the head 
off. Second, you put the over 
to 360 f. Third, you put the 
turkey in the oven. Fourth, 
you set the oven for one 
hour. Fith, check on it with a 
cook temp. Sixth, make sure 
the turkey temp is over 300. 
Next, let it cool. Last, eat it.

■ Emery Schleicher

First you trun the noeud 
to 10 dgres. Secont cut the 
tureky into OK pesace. Put 
the turekey in the pan next 
you tack the turkey owt next 
put the so it no it next you 
scvit next say thance nest 
you can eat last you clean up.

■ Carson Salyes

First, you put the over at 
300?. Second, you put a tur-
key in a pot and put it in the 
oven. Then, you cook it for 
30 minutes. Last, you take it 
out of the oven and eat it.

■ Jeffrey Bruns

First, buy turkey from 
Hy-Vee. Second, put in oil. 
Third, put in some sugar 
and cinimon and let sit. 
Fourth, flip in the oil and 
let sit. Then, put in pan and 
cook for 20 minuts. Last, 
take out of oven and surve.

■ Addison Hjelmen

First, set the oven to six 
hundred degrees. Second, 
put the turkey into the 
oven. Next, wait about an 

hour and a half. Last, take 
it out of the oven then wait 
intell the turkey is done 
cooling down. Then you 
have to make sides that will 
take about half an hour. 
Then you can eat your hap-
py Thanksgiving meal for a 
happy Thanksgiving year!

■ Aaron Janning-Smith

First, thaw the turkey. 
Second, put it in a crockpot. 
Next, cook for 2 or 4 hours. 
Then cut it and stuff it. 
Last, let it cool of and enjoy.

■ Rayanne Alwes

Frist get the turkey. 
Second put it in the roster. 
Then you take it out. Last 
you eat it.

■ Owen Gimbel

First, buy or hunt a tur-
key. Second, put the turkey 
in a crockpot. Next, preheat 
the oven. Then, take the 
turkey out of the oven. 
Last, eat the turkey.

■ Amelia Pauly

First, you seasin it. Then 
you cut it. Second, tast it 
sever if no bade. Last you 
sever it.

■ Shane Johnson

First you go hunt a 
turkey. Second you cut out 
its guts, brain and all that 
stuff. Therd you put sailt 
and peper on it. Fourth 
you cook it for one hour. 
Last you eat it and say 
yum.

■ Max Hendrickson

First, preheat the oven 
to five hundred dgreace. 
Second, put it in the oven 
for five owers. Therd, tack 
the tukey out of the oven 
then put eny senening you 

want to. Fith, cut the tukey 
in a pan. Sith, put the tur-
key on the table. Then, put 
the turkey on platce. Then, 
eat the turkey.

■ Elizabeth Johnson

Okay, shear panic has set in as you attempt to figure out how 
to pull your Thanksgiving feast together. But wait, you just ran 
into a major stumbling block and have absolutely no idea how to 
cook the showcase piece of the feast–the Thanksgiving turkey.

We may have saved the holiday for you. Or shall we say 
the experts–third graders at Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School–have saved Thanksgiving. Last week we heard from 

students in Angie Avery and Alli Schmidt’s classes. This week 
we share with you students from Becky Johnson’s class. Their 
responses are real and genuine. They have not been edited 
and are used in their original form.

A special thank you to each of the teachers for helping us 
out with this project.

Happy Thanksgiving!

More turkey responses… 
How do you cook a turkey?

Andrew Schwarz carefully writes his “How to Cook a Turkey” 
instructions. 

Teacher Becky Johnson goes over the turkey instructions with 
some of her third grade students. 

Third grader Damien Koning ponders what to write next. He 
is in Angie Avery’s class.

With a smile, Karmen Fleming gets every detail down on 
paper. She is in Alli Schmidt’s third grade class.

It’s all concentration for Claire Staloch as she writes the 
instructions to cooking a turkey. She her handwriting above. 
She is in Becky Johnson’s class. 

496 West North Street, Owatonna • 507-451-8440 • Open 6Am-Midnight • Find us online at www.cashwisedelivers.com

1 Purchase specially marked items.

2 Receive rewards.

3 Redeem and save MORE!

Our Members  
Have Saved Over

On Fuel,  
And Counting!8 0 3 70 7 4

Orthodontic Specialist   Building Healthy Smiles
New Patients Welcome • Free Consultations
Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-6613    Cell: 507-456-5646 (507) 684-2019 • hopecreamery.com

Try Hope Butter

A Steele County Specialty

Freshly made in  
small batches with 
Minnesota Cream

The taste you’ve been 
yearning for! Rod & Tess Koster, Owners

507-583-2018
Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

ALL VEHICLES UNDER BOOK
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LIGHT UP 
THE HOLIDAYS

2019 Owatonna MainStreet Holiday Lighted Parade

Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
Parade route: 

Line-up at N. Elm & Front Streets near elevator, proceeds on Cedar Avenue to 
Central Park and then around Central Park on West Park Square

Program follows in Central Park

Happy Holidays from these community focused businesses:

LIGHT UP 
THE HOLIDAYS

2019 Owatonna MainStreet Holiday Lighted Parade

Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
Parade route: 

Line-up at N. Elm & Front Streets near elevator, proceeds on Cedar Avenue to 
Central Park and then around Central Park on West Park Square

Program follows in Central Park

Happy Holidays from these community focused businesses:

AMERICAN LEGION CLUB

507-451-6080
137 WEST BROADWAY ST., OWATONNA 3127 S County Road 45  •  Owatonna

507-446-8415

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

Mike’s
REPAIR

 Truck Tire
870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna • Emergency 

507-455-0388 (After hours 507-455-0483)

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com John and Barb 

Heerema

MainStreet 
Proud sponsor of Holiday Lighted Parade

*Trophy to be awarded for best parade entry

More information contact:
MainStreet Director • Shirley Schultz 

507-451-7970
sschultz@owatonna.org
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Michael  Bishman 
121 West Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone:(507) 451-0193 • Fax: (507) 451-6640

1231 BRADY BLVD. NW • OWATONNA, MN
  507-451-0845
JACK & TRACY ELLIS (800) 310-0845
Family Owned Since 1978 FAX (507) 451-0540

ELLIS BODY 
SHOP

Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.
Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-7258

101 North Central Ave • Geneva, MN

www.sorensonsappliance.com

imesTimesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

Visit all of these advertisers from their ads on our 
website: www.steeledodgenews.com

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Out-of-Town

Business Directory
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To Join, Call (507) 583-4431Advertising only makes

¢ENTS
Reach

30,000
people in 

Dodge, Steele and 
Olmsted counties

Annie Anderson
Advertising Director
Cell: 507-319-1549
Direct: 634-1487
Email: bpannie@frontier.com
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Contact Annie Anderson to find out 
how you can advertise on any budget!

Call 
Mary Kittelson 

NFDA Certified
 Preplanning 
Consultant

433-5000

Personalized Pre-arrangement
Secure & Flexible Prefunding

1801 4th Street NW
Austin, MN

www.worlein.com

SECURE
FLEXIBLE

PEACE OF MIND

AWARD RECIPIENT
2018

Gobbling  
up bingo

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Ethan Hullopeter, 5, of Blooming Prairie and his sister Kayla 
had some fun gobbling up bingo at the BP Cancer Group’s 
annual Turkey Bingo on Nov. 14 at the Pizza Cellar in 
Blooming Prairie. The Hullopeters were two of the younger 
Bingo players. About 140 people of all ages came out for the 
fundraiser.

Otto Bremer 
Trust awards 

grants in 
Owatonna

The Otto Bremer Trust 
has awarded $12,855,616 in 
grants and program-relat-
ed investments as part of 
its most recent grantmak-
ing cycle.

“The Otto Bremer Trust 
is proud to continue invest-
ing in a broad range of pro-
grams and organizations 
that are making a positive 
impact in people’s lives 
across the region,” said Bri-
an Lipschultz, co-CEO and 
trustee, OBT. “Partnering 
in this way is at the core of 
our continued long-term 
commitment to the Upper 
Midwest and exactly what 
Otto Bremer envisioned 75 
years ago when he saw a 
need to help communities 
prosper.”

The Otto Bremer Trust 
is a bank holding company 
and a private charitable 
trust based in St. Paul, that 
works at the intersection 
of finance and philanthro-

py. OBT is the 86 percent 
owner of Bremer Bank, a 
regional financial services 
company, and also manag-
es a diversified investment 
portfolio. Since its found-
ing, OBT has invested more 
than $700 million in people, 
places, and opportunities 
in the Upper Midwest. Visit 
ottobremer.org.

Two grants have been 
awarded in Owatonna. 
The Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation has 
received $50,000 to build 
and connect agricultural 
business assets to ensure 
community viability in 
southern Minnesota. The 
Steele County Transition-
al Housing, Inc., has also 
received $50,000 for general 
operations to provide rent 
subsidies and case man-
agement for homeless fami-
lies and individuals fleeing 
domestic violence in Steele 
County.

HWY. 14 DEATH WATCH
12-mile stretch between Dodge Center and Owatonna

4 fatal crashes, 6 deaths since July 2018
- July 18, 2018: Dodge Center man killed at Hwy. 14 
& Hwy. 56 north
- Sept. 7, 2018: Dodge Center woman and daughter 
killed at Hwy. 14 & CR 3 by Claremont
- Feb. 2: Owatonna woman killed on Hwy. 14 in 
Steele County
- Nov. 20: New Richland couple killed at Hwy. 14 & 
CR 3 by Claremont

his wife, Elizabeth Ann 
Logan, 52, of New Rich-
land. They were killed in-
stantly on Nov. 20 at about 
6 p.m. when they collided 
head-on with a semi-trac-
tor trailer.

The crash happened 
along Hwy. 14 at County 
Road 3 on the east edge 
of Claremont. It was the 
same location where 
Rachel Harberts and her 
daughter, Emerson, died in 
a crash in September 2018.

Last week’s crash is the 
fourth fatal crash along the 
12-mile two-lane stretch of 
roadway between Dodge 
Center and Owatonna 
since July 2018. In those 
four crashes, six people 
have now died. The road-
way has become infamous-
ly dubbed, “The Highway 
of Horrors.”

In the most recent 
crash, the Logans were 
traveling eastbound in a 
Ford Fusion that collided 
with a westbound Interna-
tional Semi. After impact, 

the semi went into the 
ditch and caught on fire. 
The driver of the semi, 
Lyle Davis Merritt, 75, of 
Cleveland, Minn., escaped 
from the cab and was tak-
en to a Rochester hospital 
with non-life threatening 
injuries.

The patrol said both 
Jay and Elizabeth as well 
as Merritt were wearing 
their seat belts and no 
alcohol is believed to be 
involved in the crash.

The roadway was shut 
down for approximately 
four hours while emer-
gency crews cleared the 
wreckage. Claremont 
Fire, Dodge Center Fire, 
Kasson Police, Dodge 
Center Ambulance and 
sheriff’s offices from 
Dodge and Steele counties 
assisted the patrol at the 
crash scene.

The crash left the 
tiny community of Hope 
devastated. “Last night 
Hope took a punch in the 
heart,” Spurgy’s Bar and 

Grill posted on Facebook. 
“We lost two great people. 
Both very much imbedded 
in the community. Hope, 
Ellendale, Geneva, New 
Richland, we all grieve 
together.”

Jay Logan grew up in 
Clarks Grove and gradu-
ated from Ellendale High 
School. The couple lived 
in Ham Lake for several 
years. They moved to ru-
ral New Richland in 2005 
at which time Jay started 
his career with Hope 
Creamery. Beth worked 
for Hope Creamery and an 

insurance agency in Al-
bert Lea prior to starting 
her career with Federated 
Insurance in Owatonna.

The couple is survived 
by two adult children, 
Tyler and Grace.

Funeral services were 
held Tuesday at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Owa-
tonna. They were buried at 
First Lutheran Cemetery 
in Ellendale.

Though groundbreak-
ing took place on the ex-
pansion to four lanes, the 
project won’t be completed 
for at least two years.

FIREY HWY. 14: crash claims 2 more lives  FROM A1

STAFF PHOTO BY ALEX NUEHRING
Emergency crews extinguish a fire at the scene of the dead-
ly crash along Hwy. 14 at County Road 3 near Claremont 
Nov. 20. After a car collided with a semi, the semi went into 
the ditch and caught on fire. Two people in the car were 
killed instantly and the semi driver was transported to the 
hospital with non-life threatening injuries. The wreck closed 
down Hwy. 14 for about four hours.

PARADE TO LIGHT: up the holidays  FROM A1

Claus is expected to make 
his jolly appearance with 
some treats.

One change this year 
from the past, Schultz 
said, is that a $25 registra-
tion fee is being charged 
for businesses and groups 
to take part in the pa-
rade. The money raised 
through the registration 
fees will be utilized to 
purchase new Christmas 
lights on Main Street and 
the surrounding allies, 
she noted.

To add to the excite-
ment for parade entrants 
there will be a trophy 
awarded this year for the 
best lighted unit.

The parade typically 
features floats, cars and 
groups of people with holi-
day lights lighting up their 
path through the route. 
“Some have so much fun 
with this,” Schultz said. 
“There is real excitement 
about being downtown.”

One of the more festive 
units is typically a city 

snow plow that features 
the most lights of any unit. 
The plow also features 
moving snow blades and 
toots its horn.

Schultz said the parade 
got its beginnings with 
carolers strolling through 
the downtown singing 
Christmas carols. “People 
would walk and sing and 
it morphed into bigger 
groups,” she explained.

She said the parade cre-
ates holiday fun for many. 
“All the businesses get 
excited and give back to 
the community,” Schultz 
said. “The community just 
loves to come together. It’s 
a reason to get out.”

This year the chamber, 
for example, is getting 
into the excitement by 
featuring a station wagon 
with a spoof replicating 
the vehicle used in the hit 
holiday movie, Christmas 
Vacation. Schultz said the 
wagon will have a Christ-
mas tree on the top. “We 
want to show enthusiasm 

for the community,” she 
said.

Schultz calls Owaton-
na’s holiday parade “one 
of the best in Minnesota.” 
She said she is not aware 
of many communities 
offering such a parade like 
Owatonna does.

While nobody has 
control over what Mother 
Nature does, Schultz is 
hoping for a third straight 
year of temperatures in 
the 30s. Regardless, people 
typically show up no mat-
ter what happens. “We live 
with the cold, we can bear 
it,” Schultz said. “Bundle 
up.”

Besides the festivities 
downtown, the Canadian 
Pacific Holiday Train will 
also be roaring into Owa-
tonna earlier in the day. At 
3:40 p.m., the train will be 
stopping at 1145 Park Drive 
at the rail crossing near 
Owatonna Bus Company.

The train is a great way 
to get into the festive spirit. 
It is about 1,000 feet long 

with 14 brightly decorat-
ed rail cars. Each car is 
decorated with hundreds 
of thousands of LED 
lights and holiday designs 
celebrating the spirit of the 
giving season.

With bright lights twinkling, 
a youngster enjoys the 
Owatonna Holiday Lighted 
Parade in 2018. This year's pa-
rade will be Thursday, Dec. 5.
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132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could be here!

Sponsored by these 
following area businesses:

237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

LET’S ALL BE IN HARMONY 
AND CELEBRATE MUSIC IN OUR 

SCHOOLS MONTH

M
arch has been designated by the National 
Association for Music Education for the 
observance of Music in Our Schools Month, 
the time of the year when music education 
becomes the focus of schools across the 

country. The purpose is to raise awareness of the importance 
of music education for all children.

Photos courtesy of Becky Severtson, Premier Graphic Solutions

SENIOR HIGH CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Brett Motl, Ian Wayne, Boone Carlson, Ethan Grant, Cole Christianson 
and Olivia Johnson; middle row: Erin O’Brien, Jaclyn Hyland, Dylan Johnson, Luke Larkoski, 
Christopher Naatz, Rose Michaud, Danielle Pena and Anna Thostenson; front row: Raeann 
Grundmeier, Adrianna Bermea, Casey Lyman, Charlie Heimerman, Jacob Naatz, Hannah 
Hamersma, Brianna Arthaud and BethAnne Thacker.

8TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Adam Walsh, David Kartes, Drew Kittelson, Xavier Rennie, Carson Wacek 
and Josie Lorenz; middle row: Alana Braaten, Piper Lund, Remington Peterson, Tyler Archer, 
Ethan Ehlers, Colin Jordison, Bobbie Bruns and Alivia Schneider; front row: Isabella Heiber, 
Alexandra Dulaney, Melanie Winzenburg, Jaydon Brown, Payton Fristedt, Emily Miller and 
Jordyn Sunde.

7TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Madison Lea, Abigail Hefling, Cyprus Schleicher, Jayden Schewe, Alexander Riley, 
Madelaine Stoen, Haven Carlson, Leah Thorson and Heidi Judy; middle row: Kari Bottin, Sierra 
Larson, Anna Pauly, Tyler Miller, Zander Peterson, Cade Christianson, Micah Donnely, Joie 
Ruhter and Hannah Hamersma; front row: Bailey Brown, Jenna Johnson, Anna Reese, Aidan 
Holmes, Elliott Swenson, Jacob Weinberger, Jesse Cardenas, Trista Motl, Anna Suchanek and 
Brittany Johnson.

CHAMBER CHOIR
Back row: (left to right): Kari Bottin, Payton Simon, Charlie Heimerman, William Cardenas, Riley 
Millam and Ian Wayne; front row: Halle Strunk, Baylee Sorenson, Alivia Schneider, Melanie 
Winzenburg and Jaclyn Hyland.

Sponosored by these 
local businesses. 

GOOD LUCK

BLOSSOMS!

We wish you the best in the state 
finals Friday at U.S. Bank Stadium! 

We hope you keep your unbeaten string 
alive and come home with a state title!
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Some gratitude 
from the library

As we approach Thanks-
giving I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
those who have contributed 
to the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library through-
out this year and through-
out many past years.

Thanks to the City of 
Blooming Prairie for its 
financial support and 
for providing our great 
facilities. The City Admin-
istrator, City Council, and 
Mayors give us oversight, funding, and security. The 
Owatonna Public Library, of which we are a branch li-
brary, offers their expertise in library direction, collec-
tion management, and their personnel. Special thanks 
to the Owatonna Public Library Foundation, which 
provides extras to the library including the children’s 
play area and specialized online databases.

I am grateful for the Friends of the Library organi-
zation and their members who are willing to advocate 
for library needs, as well as provide funds for programs 
and furniture. Thanks need to go to local businesses 
who support the Friends group and also donate prod-
ucts or services to the library.

The problem with thanking individuals is that I am 
concerned that I may forget someone. So thank you to 
all who help at the library: bringing snacks for pro-
grams, attending programs, donating books and mov-
ies, picking up toys, helping with fish, putting books 
away, providing craft materials, bringing animals for 
children to enjoy, and so many other thoughtful acts. 
Thank you all!

And finally, thanks to Laura Thomas and Kisha 
Aquino for serving our special library patrons. Happy 
Thanksgiving!

BP Elementary
Nov. 27-29 No School–Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 2- French toast sticks, sausage patty, ham n’ egg-
wich, breakfast potatoes.
Dec. 3- Meatballs and gravy, mashed potatoes, garlic 
breadstick, BBQ rib sandwich, California blend vegetable.
Dec. 4- Cheese bread and marinara sauce, ham deli sub 
sandwich, cucumber ranch salad.

BP High School
Nov. 27-29- No School–Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 2- Buffalo chicken wrap, breakfast potatoes, BBQ rib 
sandwich, chef salad, chicken Caesar wrap, ham and tator 
tot breakfast bake.
Dec. 3- Meatballs and gravy, mashed potatoes, garlic 
toast, crispy chicken sandwich, pizza, chef salad, chicken 
Caesar salad, taco bar.
Dec. 4- Cheeseburger, Cucumber ranch salad, homemade 
chocolate chip cookie, corn dog, chef salad, breakfast 
burrito.

Arts Center awards 
scholarship

The Owatonna Arts 
Center is honored to 
present the Silvan Durben 
scholarship to India Enter.

The scholarship com-
mittee had eight worthy 
applicants from which 
to select one individual. 
They chose India Enter.

She is working toward 

a Bachelor of Music in 
Cello Performance with 
a minor in French at the 
University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln.

The Arts Center en-
courages individuals to 
apply for the 2020 scholar-
ship by checking the web 
site, www.oacarts.org.

Kenneth Winzenburg, 84, 
Blooming Prairie

Kenneth William Winzenburg, 
age 84 of Blooming Prairie, passed 
away Sunday, Nov. 17, 2019 at Home-
stead Hospice House in Owatonna.

Kenneth was born July 11, 1935 
in Freeborn County, to Merrill and 
Annette (Peterson) Winzenburg. He 
attended Freeborn County country 
school, then his family moved to 
Blooming Prairie, where he graduated 
from Blooming Prairie High School 
in 1953. After graduation, Kenneth 
worked for a short time, then in April 

of 1954, he joined the Army, serving in the Korean War 
and earned the rank of Sergeant. He was honorably dis-
charged in February of 1956.

After returning from the Army, Kenneth started on 
a route with Marigold Dairy in Austin, then returned to 
Blooming Prairie and was a self-employed milk haul-
er and also drove school bus. On April 28, 1956, he was 
united in marriage to Lois Underwood at St. Columbanus 
Catholic Church in Blooming Prairie. Their marriage was 
blessed with eight children. Kenneth started farming in 
1961. In 1964, he bought his parents farm west of Blooming 
Prairie, where he continued to farm until 2000. From 1985 
until his retirement in 2000, he also worked for the U.S. 
Postal Service in Faribault.

Kenneth was a member of St. Columbanus Catholic 
Church and Knights of Columbus, where he was a Grand 
Knight. He was also active in the American Legion, 
volunteering at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club, 
and drove van for the Steele County Veteran’s Services. 
He enjoyed traveling, golfing, and served on the Blooming 
Prairie Elevator and PCA board. Kenneth will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved him.

Survivors include his wife, Lois Winzenburg of Bloom-
ing Prairie; children, Mary Jo Winzenburg of Owatonna, 
Steve (Ann) Winzenburg of Blooming Prairie, Nancy 
(Brad) Johnson of Lakeville, Timothy (Ronald Lee) 
Winzenburg of Denver, Thomas (Suzanne) Winzenburg 
of Knoxville, Tenn., Jeanne (Tom Conroy) Johnson of 
Minneapolis, Daniel Winzenburg of Burnsville, Peggy 
(Don) Nordine of Rochester; 15 grandchildren, Lucas (Ka-
tie), Jessica, Patrick (Sara), Danielle, Brandon, Meagan, 
Stephanie (Matthew), Ashley (Mark), Camden, Mack 
(Brooke), Collin, Seth, Samuel, Isaiah, and Maya; 13 great 
grandchildren; brothers, Henry Winzenburg of Owaton-
na, Edward (Jackie) Winzenburg of Owatonna, George 
(Sandy) Winzenburg of Blooming Prairie; brother-in-law, 
Don Hoium of Rochester.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Merrill and 
Annette Winzenburg; and four sisters, Alice, Anita, Eliza-
beth and Merilyn.

Mass of Christian Burial was held on Friday, Nov. 
22, 2019 at St. Columbanus Catholic Church in Bloom-
ing Prairie. Interment was in St. Columbanus Catholic 
Cemetery, Blooming Prairie. Military honors were by 
the Blooming Prairie Honor Guard. Memorials are 
preferred to Homestead Hospice House in Owatonna, 
St. Columbanus parking lot fund, or recipient of donor’s 
choice.

Services were prearranged and performed by Worlein 
Funeral Home in Blooming Prairie. Condolences may be 
expressed to the family online at www.worlein.com.

COMMUNITY

BOOK NOOKOBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS
NOV. 23

JOSEPH SCHIEFERT
CARISSA EASTON

TAYLOR CHRISTIANSON
ANNETTE LINDQUIST

AMANDA FARR

NOV. 24
JUDY LESTRUD

DAVE DAHL
KARA KUBISTA
LARRY WURST

NOV. 25
WARREN WINN
JARED BROWN

SHARON CHRISTIANSON

NOV. 26
GALE KLINGER

MAGGIE BRUNS

NOV. 27
OLIVIA R. KOHN
TODD MESHKE

BENNETT WENCL

NOV. 28
MIKE TRIHUS

LINDA KLECKER

NOV. 29
TRAVIS HENSRUD

ERIC WAGNER
LARRY SCHMELING
ERIC BUMGARNER
MADDIE VORLICEK

NOV. 30
SADIE JENSEN

NANNER KRUCKEBERG 
TYLER CARLSON
DAVID EASTON

NELLIE WOLLENBERG
VIOLET LONERGAN

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

Recipe

Corner

Sponsored by

Makes 8 servings

2    tablespoons unsalted 
butter

3 carrots, finely diced
2  leeks, white and light 

green parts, finely 
diced

2  celery stalks, finely 
diced

1⁄4 cup all-purpose flour
2 quarts Chicken Broth 
3⁄4 cup wild rice
1⁄2  teaspoon salt, or to 

taste
3⁄4 cup heavy cream, hot
3  tablespoons dry 

sherry
1⁄4  cup minced chives
3  tablespoons chopped 

parsley

Minnesota Wild
Rice Soup

Heat the butter in a soup pot over medium heat. Add the 
carrots, leeks and celery. Cook until softened, about 5 minutes.
Reduce the heat to low, add the flour, and stir well. Cook gently, 
about 3 minutes, stirring constantly. 
Add the broth gradually, whisking well with each addition to 
eliminate flour lumps. Bring to a simmer.
Add the wild rice and salt. Continue to simmer until the rice is 
tender but still somewhat chewy, about 45 minutes.
Stir in the heated cream and sherry. Season with 
salt. Serve in heated bowls, garnished with 
chives and parsley.

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

HAVE A RECIPE TO SHARE?
Email to bptimes@frontiernet.net

OR Send to: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie

Word Search Corner

Sponsored By

Make new friends.

VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN

507-451-0722 • valleyviewofowatonna.com
Newly
Remodeled

County
Assistance
Accepted 

Pet
Friendly

NANCY 
VAILLANCOURT

Obituaries Sponsor:
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

Kenneth  
Winzenburg

SUBMITTED PHOTO
India Enter has been awarded the Silvan Durben scholar-
ship for 2019. She is currently studying music in Nebraska.

results and evaluate them 
from different perspec-
tives, Staloch said.

Superintendent Staloch 
obviously is the lead on 
the project. “I’ve been 
doing a lot of listening and 
will serve as a mediator 
on the project,” he related.

With the committee, its 
purpose will be to ask the 
right questions in set-
ting goals and in how to 
achieve the goals during 
a specified timeline utiliz-
ing proper resources.

Staloch said he believes 
the district staff mem-
bers are doing “a lot of 
great things.” He said the 
district’s teaching staff 
cares about kids. “I think 
we are headed in the right 
direction; sure there are 
areas to improve upon,” 
he added.

Staloch said he is proud 
of what the community 
does for its kids. He salut-
ed the Blooming Prairie 
Education Foundation 
for its commitment to 
improving education. 
He also said that local 
business and industry 
supports education.

The strategic plan-
ning process will reflect 

a team effort, Staloch 
believes. The plan is to 
set some short-term and 
long-term goals.

Staloch will reach 
out to parents, board 
members, teachers, 
community and students 
in selecting a strategic 
planning team. This team 
will then give Staloch and 
the board some direction.

“The process is 
exciting and it’s good to 
listen to the community 
in determining how we 
can make the district 
better for our students. 
We want to create an 
environment that helps 
all students.”

Staloch continues to 
emphasize that he wants 
the planning process to be 
a transparent one.

The superintendent 
said strategic planning re-
sults will be shared with 
the public. “It will be im-
portant that our district 
residents learn what our 
long-term and short-term 
goals are,” Staloch said.

“I am proud of what 
we have done and I want 
to see us continuing to 
improve,” Staloch con-
cluded.

MANY VOICES:  
sought during strategic  
planning  FROM A3
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Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

A grateful heart makes you well
“Get up and go on your way; your 

faith has made you well.” (Luke 
17:19) This is what Jesus told a man 
whom he had just cured of leprosy.

In the Gospel of Luke chapter 
17:11-19, we hear a story of healing 
– a story of physical healing but 
also a story spiritual healing. It’s 
a story of one man’s faith shown 
through gratitude.

One day there were 10 men, 
suffering from the crippling disease 
of leprosy, who saw Jesus walking. 
From a safe distance, the men called 
out to him and asked Jesus to cure 
them. They said, “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us.” When he heard 
their plea, Jesus told them to go and 
show themselves to the local priest. 
That was it. They didn’t have any 
other interaction with Jesus; they 
didn’t have to do anything, they 
didn’t have to profess any certain 
prayer, nor did they have to prove 

their worthiness. All the men did 
was ask Jesus for help and mercy.

“As they went, they were made 
clean.” These men whose lives 
has been destroyed by this horri-
ble disease. These men who lost 
everything because of an illness. 
These men, who were isolated and 
kept at a “safe distance” from all 
of humanity, were cured as they 
walked. Their lives were restored 
to them in the blink of eye. All that 
was lost was now regained.

One of the men, a foreigner 
from Samaria, realized that Jesus 
has cued them just as they asked. 
This man returned to Jesus 
“praising God with a loud voice” 
and acknowledging what had 
happened to him. He came back to 
say thank you to Jesus.

He could have been angry – 
angry that he had this disease in 
the first place. He could have felt 

that being cured was his right, 
what he deserved. He could have 
continued on his way back to the 
life he had before his illness – never 
acknowledging what God did for 
him. He could have done that… But 
he didn’t. This Samaritan Man re-
turned to Jesus and said thank you! 
You have answered my prayers.

When Jesus and this man were 
face to face, Jesus asked him, 
“Were not 10 made clean? Was none 
of them found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner? 
Get up and go on your way; your 
faith has made you well.”

All 10 men were cured of their 
disease, but only this man’s faith 
made him “well.” It seems that 
being cured of an illness and being 
well are two different things. All the 
men were healed so all were phys-
ically made well, but only the one 
who was thankful was told “your 

faith has made you well.” Only one 
came back and praised God. And it 
was this one who was well.

There is power in saying thank 
you. There is healing in saying 
thank you. There is wellness in 
appreciating and acknowledging the 
blessings in our lives. It is through 
gratitude that we are made humble. 
It is through gratitude that we are 
in right relationship with God, with 
ourselves, and with our possessions.

Tomorrow we celebrate Thanks-
giving, a day set a side in the Unit-
ed States for giving thanks. For 
many of us Thanksgiving is a day 
of food, family and football. These 
are all wonderful parts of the hol-
iday, but I hope you take time and 
say thank you to God, and your 
family, for all that you have been 
given. It’s in saying Thank You, 
that you can be well, too, just like 
the man cured of leprosy.

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 
106 Third St. SE., Geneva 

Pastor Kristen Venne 
507-256-4288

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Men’s Bible Study: 8 a.m. 
Saturday

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday  
(Kids church- 9 a.m. and 

Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 p.m.  

Tuesday & Thursday
Call to Prayer: 7 p.m. Tuesday

Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. Wednesday
Wednesday School: 6:15-7 p.m. 

followed by Youth Group- 7-9 p.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 

10:15  a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD  
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Pastor Greg Schlicker

Pastor Mark Neumann
507-451-4125

goodshepherdowatonna.com
Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, 
Austin 

507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
(Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and Jacie 

Richmond
507-451-7293

stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m. Thursday & 
Saturday; 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday
Summer Services: 8 a.m. & 9:30 

a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith

507-451-2165
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor: Rev. Todd Buegler

Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Amanda Floy

Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:15 

a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday

Sunday School: 8:15 a.m.  
& 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

104 First St. SE., Hayfield 
Pastor Paul Hauschild 

507-477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Worship: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich 

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Antony Arokiyam 
507-234-6244

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave  Owatonna

Father Peter Schuster,
Parochial Administrator

507-583-2784
www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
with Children’s Church

8 a.m. Sunday 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation classes for

K thru Confirmation
Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father Peter Schuster, Parochial 

Administrator
507-477-2256

Mass: 4:30 pm Saturday &  
8:30 am Thursday 

Reconciliation: 3:45 pm Saturday 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
Father Peter Schuster, Parochial 

Administrator
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sun.  

& 8:30 a.m. Friday 
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 

First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Rev. Scott Jakel

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways): 
9 a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW

Owatonna
Pastors Joe & Vicki Braucht

www.destinycc.org
Worship: 6 p.m. Sat.

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER- 

DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 
May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 

2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers

651-955-4032 
Worship: 11 a.m. Sat.

Bible Stud: 9:30 a.m. Sat.

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
211 Main St. S., Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale

Pastor Patrick Stitt
507-684-3421

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST  
(Owatonna’s oldest 

church)
123 E. Main St., Owatonna
Pastor Cindy 507-451-2803

www.firstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Rev. Mike
Walerius

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
BLOOMING PRAIRIE
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FREE CONSULTATIONS
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Cancer advocates urge federal 
support from Hagedorn

Discoveries that acceler-
ate answers to cancer and 
impact human health can’t 
happen without federally 
funded research. On Nov. 6, 
Congressman Jim Hage-
dorn visited The Hormel 
Institute, University of 
Minnesota, to meet with 
cancer researchers, the 
American Cancer Society, 
and the American Cancer 
Society Cancer Action 
Network to discuss the 
importance of increasing 
federal research budgets.

“Our community – 
through the leadership and 
generosity of The Hormel 
Foundation and local 
donors – has developed 
The Hormel Institute into 
a state of the art cancer 
research center,” said Ann 
M. Bode, professor and 
interim executive director 
for The Hormel Institute.

“What is critical for 
continued success and 
progress is for our expert 
scientists to receive nation-
al grants to support the 
innovative research they 
want to and are prepared 
to do. We rely on national 
funding agencies to do this 
so discoveries can flourish 
in our effort to improve 
human health.”

The Hormel Institute 
has been an innovative 
research institute since its 
beginning in 1942, provid-
ing contributions to science 
to benefit people world-
wide. In 2008, The Hormel 
Institute tripled in size and 
again doubled in size in 
2016, growing from five labs 
and 60 jobs to today’s 20-
plus research sections and 
140 faculty and staff em-
ployees. Future growth is 
expected to continue, with 
The Hormel Foundation 
and local community pro-
viding critically important 
annual support. Though 
facilities, state of the art 
technologies, startup fund-
ing for scientists, annual 
operational costs and some 
research funding is provid-
ed by The Hormel Founda-
tion and the community, 

grant funding for The 
Hormel Institute’s research 
comes from the American 
Cancer Society and federal 
agencies such as National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), 
National Cancer Institute, 
Department of Defense.

Congress was unable to 
come to a federal funding 
deal for fiscal year 2020 
by the September dead-
line and instead passed a 
continuing resolution to 
keep the government open 
until Nov. 21. While a final 
deal is still in flux, the U.S. 
House passed legislation 
earlier this year that would 
increase NIH funding by $2 
billion in fiscal year 2020 
and the Senate released a 
draft bill that would boost 
NIH funding by $3 billion.

“The Hormel Institute is 
doing its part in leading the 
world in the fight against 
cancer,” said Keely Couil-
lard, American Cancer So-
ciety’s director of corporate 
relations.

“Currently, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society funds 
16 research grants across 
the state of Minnesota, 
including an important 
melanoma research project 
underway at The Hormel 
Institute.”

The American Can-
cer Society is the largest 
non-government, not-for-
profit funding source of 

cancer research in the Unit-
ed States. Since 1946, the 
American Cancer Society 
has invested more than $4.9 
billion in cancer research 
to find more – and better – 
treatments, uncover factors 
that may cause cancer and 
improve quality of life for 
cancer patients. The pro-
gram primary funds early 
career cancer research 
investigators, giving the 
best and brightest a chance 
to explore cutting-edge 
ideas at a time they might 
not find funding elsewhere. 
Forty-nine Society-funded 
researchers have gone on to 
receive the Nobel Prize.

“Budget constraints 
understandably require the 
President and Congress to 
identify the most pressing 
national priorities,” said Em-
ily Myatt, American Cancer 
Society Cancer Action Net-
work Government Relations 
Director in Minnesota.

“With cancer expected 
to kill nearly 10,020 Minne-
sotans this year, certainly 
funding for cancer research 
and prevention that hold 
the promise of eliminating 
death and suffering from 
this disease should rise to 
the top of the list. We are at 
a point where advancements 
in research are saving more 
lives than ever, and it’s 
critical that we keep this 
momentum going forward.”

Holiday 
open 

house at 
Vandal’s

SUBMITTED PHOTO
U.S. Congressman Jim Hagedorn stopped by the Hormel In-
stitute in Austin on Nov. 6 to meet with scientists, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society and the American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network. Hagedorn is shown in the front center. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Owner Brandy Holmberg proved to be 
quite a host as she brings out another 
plate of goodies during the store’s annu-
al holiday festival. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Clayton Kaplan, 8, of Blooming Prairie, takes a 
big bite of some goodies provided by Vandal’s. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
There was fun for all ages during the open 
house. Sisters Emily and Shelby Kasperek got 
the opportunity to decorate some cookies. 
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Thank you for believing in us, for never giving 
up on us, and for convincing us that we could 

succeed. We will never forget you.”

Jeri Renk
Transitional Housing Recipient 

“He’s happy, he’s 
energetic, and he’s 

ready to go.”

Casey Martin
OPD’s New K-9 Handler

A reminder of homelessness 
in Steele County

BY KAREN  
M. JORGENSEN

STAFF WRITER

Owatonna and Steele 
County residents gathered 
at the Owatonna Holi-
day Inn last week for the 
11th annual Transitional 
Housing of Steele County 
Eliminate Homelessness 
Breakfast.

Transitional Housing 
is an interfaith organiza-
tion that helps individuals 
and families with their 
housing needs. More than 
1,100 individuals have been 
housed since the group was 
organized in 2000.

Each November the 
group has an early morn-
ing breakfast and noon 
lunch that serves to remind 
local residents that there 
are people in Owatonna 
who are either homeless or 
facing homelessness.

As it does every year, 
this year’s breakfast event 
included comments by an 
individual who has been 
helped by Transitional 
Housing. Last week it was 
Jeri Renk who explained 
how Transitional Housing 
has changed her life.

She explained how she 
had struggled with home-
lessness and addiction from 
time to time throughout 
her adult life and final-
ly ended up in jail. She 
ultimately went through 
treatment and had a job 
but a medical diagnosis 
of COPD once again made 
her unemployed. Then her 
landlord told his tenants 
that the apartment build-
ing was being sold and they 
needed to move.

By June of 2018, she said, 
she was living in her vehi-
cle in Owatonna. She kept 

looking for apartments, she 
said, but could not find one 
she could afford.

“Still, I never strayed from 
my faith,” she said. “I contin-
ued to call around to apart-
ments and churches. That’s 
when a friend put me in touch 
with Transitional Housing.”

It didn’t happen immedi-
ately, she said, but Transi-
tional Housing, along with 
the Salvation Army and St. 
Vincent De Paul, helped 
cover the deposit and first 
month’s rent.

In December of 2018, 
she said, she was admitted 
to the two-year transition-
al housing program. Her 
rent is subsidized monthly 
and she pays a portion. 
She has a case manager 

who helps with budgeting 
and goal setting.

Today, she said, she and 
her daughter never have 
to worry about where they 
will be laying their heads 
from one night to the next.

“I will never forget what 
you donors have done for 
us,” she said. “Thank you 
for believing in us, for nev-
er giving up on us, and for 
convincing us that we could 
succeed. We will never for-
get you. Praise be to God!”

To carry out the mission 
of responding to people 
with housing needs, Tran-
sitional Housing works 
with groups to help create 
and locate affordable hous-
ing for homeless families 
and individuals, said Deb 

Langer, a member of the 
group’s board of directors.

“Right now, hundreds 
of people are homeless 
in Steele County,” said 
Board Member Kristy 
Thiel. “Many of them are 
children. As we approach 
the cold winter months 
in Minnesota, people are 
tucking their children in at 
night, not sure where they 
will sleep the next day.

“Homelessness touches 
each of our elementary 
schools, middle school 
and high school,” she 
said. “These are children. 
Children the age of your 
daughters and sons. Often-
times, those children end 
up homeless as well as they 
grow into adults.”

The organization, she 
said, prevents homeless-
ness by providing eviction 
prevention assistance for 
those facing eviction due 
to an inability to pay rent. 
This program can cover the 
cost of rent for one month to 
keep them safely housed.

For those already 
homeless, she said, they 
help families and individ-
uals find apartments and 
provide ongoing rent assis-
tance according to income 
and also deposits, budgeting 
help and case management 
for the two years they are 
eligible for the program.

They also partner 
with the Crisis Resource 
Center and U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice to offer 
advocacy and housing for 
victims fleeing domestic 
violence, Thiel said, as 
well as working with the 
Steele County Detention 
Center to provide housing 
assistance to qualified 
offenders as they re-enter 
the community.

New K-9 team 
hits the streets

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

The Owatonna Police 
Department has a new 
four-legged officer. Vegas, 
an East-European Shep-
hard, will be prowling the 
streets along with his own-
er, Officer Casey Martin.

It has been nearly two 
years since OPD’s pre-
vious K-9 unit left. Now, 
with this new asset, the 
department will be able 
to utilize Vegas’ unique 
set of skills. “That’s what 
working with the dog is 
all about, having a good 
attitude all the time and 
trying to get the most out 
of him and being patient,” 
Officer Martin explained.

“It’s something that 
I’ve always wanted to do 
and started here with 
the intent to do that,” he 
said of his new role with 
Vegas. After acquiring 
Vegas from a breeder in 
Slovakia who specializes 
in police dogs, Martin 
and the shepherd went 
through a 10-week train-
ing course.

“He comes from Slo-
vakia, all the dogs in the 
class did because they 
have one specific kennel 
that they hand picked 
the dogs from,” Martin 
explained. While the 
dogs are not pre-trained 
beforehand, they are 
acclimated to certain 
sounds and are raised 
to be well-rounded. “It 
starts with a lot of dogs, 
and only a small number 

end up getting picked by 
people to go and work as 
police dogs in the U.S.”

Martin has experience 
with K-9 units, having 
previously worked at 
Mall of America where he 
was a handler for a bomb 
dog, named Maverick. He 
explained that typically 
dual-purpose dogs like 
Vegas will specialize in 
either narcotics or bomb 
detection paired with 
criminal apprehension.

“Criminal apprehen-
sion involves biting some-
body, tracking, and also 
things like article search-
es,” Officer Martin said. 
“Frequently we’ll practice 
with credit cards or some-
thing and that would be 
useful if someone threw 
a firearm or dropped nar-
cotics, whatever it may be, 
he would be able to find it 
and would be able to help 
with that.”

Vegas’ honed abili-
ties lend him perfectly 
to building and area 
searches. “He could 
smell if someone was in 
a room, let’s say we go 
into a house and there’s 
a person hiding behind a 

Seasonal Affective 
Disorder kicks in

A few 
weeks ago, 
people set 
their clocks 
back to 
Central 
Standard 
Time from 
Central Day-
light Time. 
This annual 
occurrence 
allows more 
daylight 
hours during the spring 
and summer. At about 
the same time, some 
sufferers of Seasonal Af-
fective Disorder began to 
experience symptoms of 
depression that can last 
throughout the fall and 
winter months.

Seasonal Affective 
Disorder (SAD) is a mood 
disorder associated with 
episodes of depression 
related to variations of 
light. The amount of 
sunlight that people expe-
rience during the spring 

and summer 
is greater 
than in the 
late fall and 
winter. It is 
thought that 
if sunlight 
affects the 
hibernation 
and other 
seasonal 
activities 
of animals, 
it may also 

affect humans. A theory 
is that when the daylight 
decreases, it may change 
our biological rhythms, 
causing an individual’s 
“biological clock” to be 
different than their daily 
schedules.

Symptoms of SAD 
are: depression (includ-
ing excessive eating and 
sleeping), weight gain, 
loss of energy, decreased 
activity, general sadness, 
and craving for sugary 

Hometown brewing
Mineral Springs Brewery offers local brews to thirsty public

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

It all started in Tim 
Pelton’s kitchen. Inspired 
by his daughter and her 
friends, who started brew-
ing during graduate school, 
Pelton found himself a hob-
by in the art of brewing.

“I mentioned to two of 
my longtime friends, Matt 
Kottke and Tom Hilstad, 
that we should start brew-
ing and so the next thing 
you know we got a kit and 
started homebrewing in 
our kitchen and did that for 
a few years until we had a 
boil over in my kitchen,” 
Pelton recalls. “My wife 
told me that we needed to 
find a new place to play.”

From there the three 
homebrewers moved to 

Matt Kottke’s basement 
and then into Pelton’s ga-
rage until he received a call 
from Mark Sebring. “Mark 
called me up a few years 
ago and told me that they 
were thinking of starting a 
brewery and asked if I was 
interested,” Pelton said.

“When it was just Jon, 
Matt, and myself, and we 
were homebrewing, we 
called ourselves Mineral 
Spring Brewery,” he said of 
the name. “Mineral Springs 
is a pretty big deal here in 
Owatonna, the healing wa-
ters and so much more.”

Along with Sebring, Bill 
Cronin, Rod Baker, and 
Mark Knutson joined in the 
endeavor, comprising a team 
of five brew masters along 
with Pelton. “We just started 
kicking around a variety of 

different ideas,” Pelton said 
of the initial stages.

After a building became 
available right by the river 
and a few steps away from 
the local trail system, the 
team scooped it up. “We 
thought it was a pretty neat 
spot, and it is a neat spot,” 
Pelton said of their current 
location, 111 Walnut Ave. N, 
in Owatonna.

While the location was 
a perfect fit, the building 
needed a lot of work. Origi-
nally an old autobody shop, 
the team worked hard to 
convert it into a brewery 
complete with inside and 
outside patio seating.

“We have seven beers 
on tap right now,” Pelton 
explained. “The lightest 
would be a cream ale, then 
there would be a Kolsch, we 

have two IPA’s, one which 
I would say is very citrusy, 
another which is more 
traditional, and we have a 
Scotch ale, a Vienna lager, 
and a Stout.”

These were recipes 
which carried over from his 
homebrewing days. “We just 
had to convert it up from 
making 5 gallons at a time 
to 150 gallons at a time,” 
Pelton explained. “We got a 
lot of help from other people 
in the industry.”

“Dual Citizen Brew-
ing in St. Paul, they were 
probably the guys that gave 
us the most help,” he said. 
“They opened up all the 
ports to us and explained 
where you get all of this 
stuff. They got their equip-

SEE NEW K-9 TEAM, B2
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STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Owatonna Police Officer Casey Martin and his new k-9 
partner, Vegas. Vegas was recently brought into the de-
partment to serve as one half of a narcotics and criminal 
apprehension K-9 unit in Owatonna.

Steele Talkin’ 
MARK SKRIEN

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN.
Jeri Renk shared her story of how Transitional Housing 
helped her move away from homelessness with those attend-
ing Transitional Housing of Steele County’s annual fundrais-
ing breakfast last week in Owatonna.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Mineral Springs Brewing brew masters Tim Pelton, left, and Mark Sebring proudly stand next to their fermenter as they brew 
up some potables while they ready for the weekend crowds. Mineral Springs Brewery recently opened in Owatonna and offers 
a variety of craft beer choices.
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Kylie Warke

Sponsored by:

of the Week

This week’s Panther of the Week is Kylie Warke. She is 
the daughter of Josh and Kelly Warke and they reside in 
New Richland. She is in Mr. Beynon’s third grade class. 

Kylie chooses to show Panther Pride in a number of 
ways. She’s very attentive in class, always smiling, and 
she particularly enjoys helping others. She’s not afraid of 
challenges and enjoys working through them. She sets a 
great example for other kids in class.

Kylie enjoys jumping on her trampoline! Her favorite 
food is spaghetti and her favorite movie is, The Meg. 
Keep up the great work Kylie!

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

Auditions set for “The Odd Couple” at Little Theatre
Little Theatre of 

Owatonna (LTO) has 
announced auditions for 
its winter production of 
“The Odd Couple” by Neil 
Simon.

The auditions will take 
place from 6:30–9 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 8, and Monday, 
Dec. 9, at LTO, 560 Dunnell 
Drive in the West Hills 
Complex in Owatonna.

Jeffrey Jackson is the 
artistic director, and 
Kathy Purdie the technical 
director.

This classic comedy cen-
ters around uptight, neat 

Felix Ungar and easygoing, 
disheveled Oscar Madison 
as new roommates. Set in 
an apartment on River-
side Drive in New York, it 
opens as a group of the guys 
assemble for cards in the 
apartment of divorced Os-
car. And if the mess is any 
indication, it’s no wonder 
that his wife left him. Late 
to arrive is Felix, who has 
just been separated from his 
wife. Fastidious, depressed, 
and all too tense, Felix 
seems suicidal, but as the 
action unfolds, Oscar be-
comes the one with murder 

on his mind when the clean 
freak and the slob ultimate-
ly decide to room together 
with hilarious results as 
The Odd Couple is born.

The Odd Couple was 
first presented on Broad-
way by Saint Subber at 
the Plymouth Theatre in 
New York City on March 
10, 1965. It was directed by 
Mike Nichols.

The cast is comprised of 
six males and two females.

Oscar Madison is a 
slobby sports columnist for 
the New York Herald, often 
seen with a ball cap and 

cigar. He loves to bet on the 
horses.

Felix Unger is neurotic 
neat freak commercial 
photographer who con-
stantly has to clean the 
apartment. He’s also a 
hypochondriac.

Gwendolyn Pigeon – 
Oscar and Felix’s giggly 
upstairs neighbor, one of a 
pair of English sisters. She 
is a widow.

Cecily Pigeon – Oscar 
and Felix’s other giggly 
upstairs neighbor, one of a 
pair of English sisters. She 
is a divorcee.

Speed – A poker buddy. 
Gruff and sarcastic, often 
picking on Vinnie and 
Murray

Murray – A NYPD po-
liceman, one of Oscar and 
Felix’s poker buddies.

Roy – A poker buddy 
and Oscar’s accountant. 
Roy has a dry wit but is 
less acerbic than Speed.

Vinnie –A poker buddy. 
Vinnie is mild-mannered 
and henpecked, making 
him an easy target for 
Speed’s verbal barbs.

Audition packets are 
now available at the 

Owatonna Public Library, 
at Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices, 1880 Austin 
Road, Suite 1 in Owatonna 
and online at littletheat-
reofowatonna.org/upcom-
ing-auditions/.

Performances will be at 
7:30 p.m., Feb. 14, 15, 21, 22 
with matinee performanc-
es at 2 p.m. Feb. 16 and 23.

“The Odd Couple” 
is presented by special 
arrangement with Samuel 
French, Inc., a Concord 
Theatricals Company and 
is sponsored by Old Town 
Bagels.

Foundation 
mini-grant 

awards exceed 
$100K

The 761 Foundation 
recently awarded about 
$110,000 through its 
mini-grants program for 
use during the 2019-2020 
academic school year.

The awards will 
fund – partially or fully 
– 53 of 71 mini-grant 
requests received from 
teachers and principals 
in Blooming Prairie, 
Medford, New Richland 
and Owatonna public 
schools.

“Although assets 
have grown significant-
ly since the Founda-
tion’s start in the early 
1990s, programming 
needs continue to out-
pace our ability to fund 
mini-grant requests,” 
said Bruce Paulson, 
chair of the 761 Foun-
dation.

Included in this 
year’s awards was 
$26,000 in funding from 
the Wenger Trust to pur-
chase instruments for 
the Owatonna Middle 
School and High School 
orchestras.

Every year, the 761 
Foundation awards 
about $100,000 to 
teachers and principals 
to fund creative and 
innovative programs 
that benefit a large 
number of students and 
is not likely to be funded 
through traditional 
school funding.

The 761 Foundation 
was established in 1993 
to support students and 
staff with opportuni-
ties and programs not 
usually funded with 
tax dollars. Since then, 
the 761 Foundation has 
awarded more than $2 
million in mini grants 
to Owatonna Public 
Schools teachers and 
principals for programs 
and activities that 
enhance educational 
opportunities for all 
students.

More information 
about the Foundation, 
its history and its work 
may be found its website 
at 761Foundation.com or 
by calling 507-444-8610.

A lesson in humility

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Students at St. Mary’s School in Owatonna are learning about the virtue of humility and sharing their gifts with others. They were 
recently given the opportunity to put that virtue into practice by creating Hershey kisses and hugs treat bags, which will be given 
to as many as 1,000 guests of the Owatonna VFW Thanksgiving and Christmas meals. This is a long-standing tradition that St. 
Mary’s students find rewarding as they spread holiday cheer. Included in one of the spirit groups are, seated from left: Averi and 
Liam; middle: Anna, Tegan, Paige, Emery, Cooper, Charlie and Anthony; back: Joanna, Tucker, Jose and Nevaeh.

door, he’d be able to come 
down the hallway, smell 
the doors, realize there’s no 
one in the other ones, smell 
this door, and he would 
start barking at this door,” 
Martin explained.

“It’s easiest and most 
practical in a field or some-
where that people aren’t 
walking, like a softer 
surface,” he added about 
Vegas’ tracking ability. 
“Generally softer surfaces 
like grass and gravel, just 
things that aren’t paved 
streets, or snow also is 
different, you have to build 
time to get your dog to be 
able to track in snow. It’s a 
totally different skill.”

Although the 10-week 
course was able to get 
Vegas up to a basic level, 
the training never ends. 
“It gets you to a baseline 
where you can start taking 
on your training by your-
self and start to work it 
up,” Martin said about the 
continued effort which goes 
into handling Vegas.

“It’s permanent forever, 
I have to train myself, be-
cause I want a good dog and 
I want to be a good team, so 
I train every day with him,” 
he said. “That’s what you 
have to do if you want a suc-
cessful dog. If you stop at 
training and you don’t do it, 
you’re not going to be able 

to certify your dog, and also 
it’s going to go downhill.”

“They say to expect 
that with your dog it will 
take about a year to a year 
and a half to where you 
get to where you want to 
be, and then you can work 
on maintaining that and 
working on special situa-
tions or unique situations,” 
Martin explained. Vegas is 
required to be certified in 
criminal apprehension and 
narcotics yearly.

The certification process 
tests obedience and basic 
measures to make sure the 
handler has control of the 
dog, and that the dog can do 
what is required of them at 
a basic level. This also in-
volves a challenge to test the 
dog’s courage. “It’s to make 
sure your dog will engage 
someone who is threatening 
them,” Martin said.

The officer never lets 
Vegas more than a 100-feet 
from him, and the two live 
together. “I have two other 
dogs so it’s a ton of work,” 
he joked. “This is a job with 
a specific specialty and you 
have to be very passionate 
about it and if you’re not it 
will show.”

In his short time with 
the OPD, Vegas has already 
proven to be an asset. “The 
second day back our drug 
task force called us out and 

we assisted on a couple 
of traffic stops,” Officer 
Martin said. “Earlier this 
week we made a traffic stop 
and got a gentleman out for 
a warrant for arrest and 
we were able to expand the 
scope of the traffic stop.”

During the stop, Martin 
had reason to do a search, 
and by utilizing Vegas’ 
skills discovered that the 
driver had been using 
methamphetamine prior to 
driving the car. “I thought 
this was a great training 
opportunity,” he said. “I 
ran him around the car 
and he alerted me to the 
door handle of the vehicle.”

The suspect admitted 
that he had been smoking 
meth prior to driving and 
had touched the door han-
dle before driving. “I was 
impressed by that because 
it was raining,” Martin 
said. “We used that to turn 
it into a DWI instead of just 
a warrant arrest so that 
was really cool.”

“In general it’s all just a 
game to him, we pick dogs 
that have a high prey drive 
but that are not mean,” 
Martin explained. “Every-
thing is fun for them, you 
have to be fun, and you 
have to be energetic. He is 
always kind of in the same 
mood, he’s happy, he’s ener-
getic, and he’s ready to go.”

NEW K-9 TEAM: hits the streets  FROM B1

and starchy foods. Some 
sufferers are described 
as sluggish and lethar-
gic. These symptoms 
can impact marriages, 
other relationships, and 
work-related activities.

Most SAD symptoms 
subside in spring as 
daylight hours begin to 
stretch by a few min-
utes each day. The most 
difficult months for SAD 
suffers are January and 
February.

The most common 
theory about the cause of 
the disorder is the in-
creased level of melatonin, 
a sleep-related hormone 
secreted by the brain. In 
the dark, it is produced at 
increased levels. When the 
days are shorter and dark-
er, the production of the 
hormone increases, thus 
giving the body messages 
about sleeping, slowing 

down, i.e. messages that 
are similar to the symp-
toms of SAD.

Seasonal Affective Dis-
order should not be con-
fused with “holiday blues,” 
although they share some 
of the same symptoms 
including sadness, weight 
gain, and lower energy. 
The latter is the result of 
increased stress during 
the holiday season.

Phototherapy or bright 
light therapy suppresses 
the brain’s production 
of melatonin, thus in-
forming the body not to 
go to a sleep mode. Many 
individuals respond well 
to phototherapy. A pho-
totherapy light box uses 
white fluorescent lights 
and a metal reflector. The 
person turns the light 
on and sits in front of the 
light for a period of time 
(about a half hour) each 

day. Bright light therapy 
has proven to effectively 
reduce the intensity of the 
SAD symptoms.

Anti-depressant med-
ication and brief therapy 
for support can also be 
effective treatments for 
some sufferers of SAD.

A mental health profes-
sional can correctly diag-
nose and offer suggestions 
for treatment of Seasonal 
Affective Disorder.

Mark Skrien is a 
licensed psychologist, 
licensed marriage and 
family therapist and 
the retired clinical di-
rector of South Central 
Human Relations Cen-
ter in Owatonna. Steele 
Talkin’ is a regular col-
umn featuring authors 
representing various 
organizations through-
out Steele County.

SEASONAL: Affective Disorder kicks in  FROM B1
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On The Farm 
CLAIRE LACANNE

8 local FFA members attend 
national convention

BY ERIN O’BRIEN
BP FFA REPORTER

Eight Blooming Prairie 
FFA (Future Farmers of 
America) chapter members 
traveled to Indianapolis, 
Ind. from Oct. 28-31 to 
attend the 93rd Annual 
National FFA Convention 
and Expo.

Chapter members 
attending the national con-
vention were: Alex Riley, 
Logan Marzolf, Cyprus 
Schleicher, Graci Svoboda, 
Alexis Ripka, Brandon 
Ripka, Kaiden Finley and 
Ethan Marzolf. Chapter 
advisor Bill Rinkenberger 
accompanied the group.

National Convention 
is a once in a life time 
experience, one that these 
eight members will never 
forget.

Alex said his favorite 
part was going to the FFA 
store and buying his dad an 
FFA t-shirt.

Logan said his favorite 
part was getting to meet 
tons of other FFA members 
and all the demonstra-
tions.

Alexis said her most 
memorable moment was 
talking to other FFA mem-
bers from around the coun-
try and playing rock paper 
scissors with different FFA 
members.

Graci said that her most 
memorable moment was all 
the new people she got to 
meet and hearing how dif-
ferent things are in other 
places around the country.

Brandon said that his 
most memorable moment 
was meeting more people 
from different states.

Kaiden said his most 
memorable moment was 
meeting new people and 
talking to them about what 
agriculture is like where 
they are from.

Last but not least, Ethan, 
he said his most memorable 
moment was the aquarium 
because they had lots of 
different animals

For some members on 
this trip, the national con-
vention trip was their first 
time out of state. Others 
are national convention 
veterans, but all said, it was 
an amazing experience.

Conservation Tillage 
Conference coming 

in December
Farming practices that 

increase soil health are 
gaining traction in Rice 
and Steele counties. Re-
duced tillage, using cover 
crops, and increasing 
diversity in the cropping 
operation are becoming 
more commonplace. If 
you’d like to learn more 
about making these 
practices work profit-
ably, attend the U of MN 
Extension Conservation 
Tillage Conference this 
December.

The Conservation 
Tillage Conference will 
provide you with hands-
on information that will 
save you soil, time, fuel, 
and money. University of 
Minnesota Extension is 
partnering with Stearns 
County SWCD and the 
Minnesota Office for Soil 
Health to host the 2019 
Conservation Tillage Con-
ference on Dec. 17-18 in St. 
Cloud at the Holiday Inn 
Conference Center.

Whether you are a 
novice crop consultant or 
experienced in improving 
soil health, this confer-
ence is for you. Learn how 

heavier, colder soils aren’t 
necessarily the challenge 
they’re made out to be. 
By improving soil health, 
farmers can expect better 
water management, 
reduced erosion, and a 
higher return on invest-
ment.

This conference empha-
sizes information sharing 
between peers, highlight-
ing farmer experiences 
combined with applied sci-
ence. Hear from long-time 
no-till, reduced tillage, 
and cover crop farmers as 
they share their know-
how.

The Conservation Till-
age Conference includes 
a variety of speakers, 
including experienced 
growers, agronomists, and 
academic experts. With the 
extensive panel of speak-
ers, participants will learn 
a variety of techniques to 
improve their soil health 
and productivity.

Conference attendees 
will:
· Discover reduced till, 
no-till, and cover crop 
strategies.

· Learn proven cover 
crop strategies to man-
age moisture extremes 
and anchor nutrients 
and soil.
· Gain a deeper under-
standing of the econom-
ics of soil management 
systems.
· Identify weed species 
shift and implement 
control.
· Master nutrient man-
agement in high-residue 
systems.
· Participate in begin-
ning and advanced strip 
till sessions.
· Visit with vendors to 
learn about new equip-
ment, products, tech-
nology, and much more! 
Over 20 vendors will 
be on-site through both 
days.
The two-day conference 

will open with a keynote 
speech from David Lobb 
with the University of Man-
itoba. Lobb is an expert 
in the economic impact 
of wind erosion across 
Manitoba and western 
Minnesota.

Informal table talks are 
included in the conference 

lineup to allow time to 
interact with speakers and 
industry professionals. 
Two expert panel sessions 
will feature conservation 
farmers and skilled crop 
consultants who will dis-
cuss using multiple meth-
ods to improve soil health 
and their bottom lines. 
Hear from experienced no-
till, reduced tillage, and 
cover crop farmers as they 
share their hard-learned 
knowledge, so you can be 
spared the same difficult 
lessons.

Attendees who stay for 
the entire conference will 
be offered 12 continuing 
education units (CEU). 
Register now to receive the 
Early Bird price of $140 for 
the full conference. Prices 
will rise to $180 after Dec. 
2. Register online at z.umn.
edu/DIGtheCTC or call 
320-235-0726 x2001.

Claire LaCanne is the 
agricultural extension 
educator for the Universi-
ty of Minnesota in Steele 
and Rice counties. Her 
column appears in this 
newspaper regularly.

Harvesting in the snow

ment in Raleigh, N.C. and 
that’s where we got our 
equipment.”

Pelton and Sebring 
were invited to try their 
hand at large-scale 
brewing at Dual Citi-
zen where they learned 
some tricks of the trade. 
They also visited North 
Carolina to learn about 
the equipment. After a 
construction period and 
some legal formalities, 
Mineral Springs Brewery 
officially opened its doors 
in Owatonna on Nov. 8.

Although he enjoys 
each one of the seven 
brews they currently have 
on tap, Pelton singled out 
the Kolsch. “I like them 
all, but I would say the 
Kolsch and the Vienna 
lager,” he said. Each of the 
beers carries a hometown 
name, with many honor-
ing local figures.

A passion project, 
much of the interior of the 
building was construct-
ed by the five of them, 
including the wooden 
tables, granite counter-

top, and large sink basin. 
“Everything in here, we 
made,” Pelton opined.

Pelton and his fellow 
brew masters are excited 
to bring the taste of their 
craft beer to the communi-
ty. “It’s different because 
we’re only licensed to sell 
what we make,” Pelton 
explained. “It’s just what 
we can make for alcohol.”

The process itself 
requires some careful 
understanding of brew-
ing, and involves multiple 
stages to get each of the 
beers the right flavor and 
form. “Brewing is 20% 
brewing and 80% clean-
ing,” Pelton joked. “That’s 
a big difference from 
homebrewing.”

With an eager commu-
nity thirsty for some of 
the home brews on tap, 
Pelton and the Mineral 
Springs brew masters 
will be serving up a bevy 
of good drinks. “It’s just a 
lot of fun and that’s why 
we do it,” Pelton said. “It’s 
nice to have a place like 
this in Owatonna!”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Eight members of the Blooming Prairie Future Farmers of America (FFA) attended the 93rd Annual National FFA Convention 
in late October. The convention was held in Indianapolis, Ind. Shown from left are: Kaiden Finley, Brandon Ripka, Logan Mar-
zolf, Lexi Ripka, Ethan Marzolf, Cyprus Schleicher, Graci Svoboda and Alex Riley.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A little snow and colder temperatures did not stop Blooming Prairie area farmers from getting their crops in the grain bin. 
Here, O'Connor Farms knocks down the crop within the city of BP for the BP Future Farmers of America.

HOMETOWN BREWING   FROM B1
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

J & H LIQUOR
WINTER EVENTS

Dec. 6: Holiday Dazzle 
Downtown Festivities
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Dec. 7: Chili Cook-Off 
5 p.m.-7p.m.

Dec. 14: Harvey's 
Holiday Cheer 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Dec 21: EUCHRE 1 p.m.

Holiday Hours
Dec. 24: Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Dec. 25: CLOSED..Merry 
Christmas

Dec. 31: New Years Eve
             Munchies 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
             Champagne @ Midnight
Jan. 1: Closed..Happy 2020!!

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, OR RETIREMENT PARTY

All event details 
available at J&H Liquor
340 E. Main St.•Blooming Prairie

583-7557

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own
this hometown bar/off-sale. 
Contact Harvey for details.

NOV. 29
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building

DEC. 2
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building
6 p.m. – Ellendale Fire 

Department Meeting, 
Community Building

DEC. 3
6:30 p.m. – Tae Kwon Do, 

Ellendale Elementary Gym

DEC. 4
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building

DEC. 3
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library
7 p.m. – Ladies 

Christmas Tea, First Baptist

DEC. 4
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library

DEC. 6
Holiday Dazzle

DEC. 18
5 p.m. – Business After 

Hours, F&M Bank

NOV. 28
5 p.m. – Havana Lights 

Display Begins, 2048 
Havana Road

NOV. 30
9 a.m. – 4 Seasonz 

Market, Elks Lodge

DEC. 1
8 a.m. – Pancake 

Breakfast Fundraiser, St. 
Mary’s School

DEC. 2
7 p.m. – Steele County 

Planning Commission 
Meeting, County Admin 
Building

DEC. 3
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

– Preschool Storytime, 
Owatonna Library

6 p.m. – Owatonna 
Truth-in-Taxation Public 
Meeting, City Admin 
Building

7 p.m. – Owatonna City 
Council Meeting, City Admin 
Building

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

CODA to play holiday 
classics at Woman’s Club

Holiday classics, along 
with CODA’s original 
and signature songs, will 
be featured at the Wom-
an’s Club of Owatonna 
membership meeting on 
Thursday, Dec. 5. The 
meeting will be at 1 p.m. at 
St. John Lutheran Church, 
1301 Lincoln Ave. Guests 
are welcome.

CODA is comprised of 
a saxophone/keyboard 
duo with Scott Dorff on 
soprano, alto, and tenor 
saxophones and Malcolm 
Anderson on piano and 
keyboards.

They have been per-
forming in the Twin Cities 
and throughout the United 
States for more than 23 
years. This is a return en-
gagement to WCO. CODA’s 
mission statement is “to 
bring peace, joy and love to 
all who listen.”

CODA has released five 
different albums, each 
showcasing their many 
styles of smooth jazz, 

popular, swing, Dixieland, 
gospel, holiday and numer-
ous original compositions. 
Their CDs will be avail-
able after the meeting.

Anderson began his pia-
no study at age 6, continu-
ing through grade school 
and high school. He went 
on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in music education 
and a master’s degree in 
keyboard performance. He 
served as a music direc-
tor at churches in both 
California and Minnesota 
in the 1980s and 1990s and 
now teaches piano and 
keyboard privately at his 
home studio.

Dorff started studying 
the saxophone at age 11 
and continued into his 
high school years, grad-
uating from Blaine High 
School where he was a 
member of the concert 
and jazz bands. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
speech and communica-
tion from the University of 

Minnesota while attend-
ing MacPhail Center for 
Arts at the same time for 
classes in theory, voice 
and saxophone.

In addition to CODA, 
he plays in various local 
bands, church music min-
istries and in freelance 
studio sessions.

Introducing them will 
be program committee 
member Jean Mattson. 
Greeters will be Harriet 
Bakehouse and JoAnn 
Havelka.

Chairing the tea com-
mittee is Jane Draheim 
who is being assisted by 
Rita Anderson, Jan Bowar, 
Diane Engelstad, Barb 
Klein, Darlene Pizel, Linda 
Shaw and Cindy Trapp.

Proceeds from the WCO 
charity event on Nov. 16 
will be distributed evenly 
to the three charity recip-
ients at the beginning of 
the meeting. Representa-
tives of the Steele County 
Humane Society, the Free 

Clinic of Steele County and 
the Orphanage Museum 
will be on hand to accept 
the gifts.

Woman’s Club does not 
meet in January. The next 
meeting will be Feb. 6. 
Speaking will be Amber 
Kohnhorst who will tell 
her story of rescue and 
recovery from a 100-foot 
fall in Arizona.

Support Group for 
Families meets in 

Owatonna
NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) sponsors 
free support groups for 
families and friends of 
individuals living with a 
mental illness.

Led by trained facil-
itators who also have 
a family member with 
mental illness, the sup-
port groups help families 
develop better coping 

skills and find strength 
through sharing their 
experiences.

A family support 
group meets in Owaton-
na on the first Monday 
of the month from 7-8:30 
p.m., at Christ Commu-
nity Covenant Church, 
540 SE 18th St., Owaton-
na.

For information, call 
Judy at 507-451-0043.

Save a life this holiday 
season, give blood

The American Red Cross 
urges eligible donors to be 
the lifeline for patients in 
need this holiday season by 
making an appointment to 
give blood. While helping to 
save lives is likely motivation 
enough, those who come out 
to give Nov. 18-Dec. 18 will 
also receive a $5 Amazon.com 
Gift Card via email, courtesy 
of Suburban Propane.

Blood donation opportu-
nities until Dec. 18:
Freeborn
Albert Lea
Dec. 5: 12 p.m.-6 p.m., 
Bridge Community 
Church, 2016 Bridge Ave.

Mower
Austin
Dec. 6: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., YMCA, 
704 1st Drive NW
Dec. 16: 12 p.m.-6 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
2001 6th Ave. SE
Steele
Blooming Prairie
Dec. 9: 1 p.m.-6 p.m., City 
Center, 138 Highway S.
Medford
Nov. 29: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Med-
ford Outlet Center, 6750 W. 
Frontage Road
Owatonna
Dec. 13: 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Famous Dave’s, 4355 W. 
Frontage Road

Holiday Lights in the 
village at Albert Lea

Like an enchanted 
village inside a swirling 
snow globe, the historic 
FCHM Village is truly 
an unforgettable winter 
experience. This winter the 
Village comes alive during 
the holidays for a unique 
winter experience and 
the opportunity to create 
a lifetime of memories. A 
tapestry of holiday tradi-
tions, Lights in the Village 
offers a unique holiday 
experience as you step back 
in time in the Village and 
find fun family activities in 
the History Museum.

The Freeborn Coun-
ty Historical Museum 
(FCHM) invites you to join 
us for the FREE family 
event on Friday, Dec. 6, 4:30 
to 8 p.m. in the Village. In 
the event of rain, activities 
will be moved into the 
Museum.

There will be live music, 
a soup and chili supper, 
holiday cookie sale and 
more! Bring the kids to 
visit with Santa and par-
ticipate in make-and-take 
crafts. You will also be able 
to enjoy the Albert Lea 
High School Carolers and 
weather permitting a fire 
pit to warm up and roast a 
marshmallow or two.

The Freeborn County 
Historical Museum, Library 
and Village is a non-profit 
educational and cultural 
institution established in 
1948, committed to building 
the future by preserving the 
past. The Society collects 
preserves and tells the story 
of Freeborn County’s past 
through museum exhibits, 
research, collections, tours, 
and educational programs. 
The Society is located at 1031 
Bridge Ave., Albert Lea.

Holiday Home Tour 
is Sunday, Dec. 8

A story on page B6 of 
the Nov. 20, 2019 Times 
said a Holiday Home Tour 
will continue on Sunday, 
Dec. 3. It should be Sun-
day, Dec. 8.

The Steele County 
Historical Society (SCHS) 
will host the annual 
Christmas in the Village 
and Holiday Home Tour.

The historical events 
begin on Friday Dec. 6 
and continue with activ-
ities on Saturday, Dec. 
7 and with the Holiday 
Home Tour on Sunday, 
Dec. 8.

For more information 
about Christmas in the 
Village or the SCHS, call 
507-451-1420.

Christmas in the 
County coming to 

Mower County
The Mower County 

Historical Society is 
getting ready for the 
holidays with its annu-
al special/fundraising 
event “Christmas in the 
County,” which will take 
place Friday and Satur-
day, Dec. 13-14.

Jump start your holi-
day baking and eating at 
the Pre-Sell BAKE Sale 
– Friday (3-5:30 p.m.). The 
main feature will again 
be Christmas cookies 
selling for $5 a dozen. 
Lefse, breads, pies, can-
dies, and goodies galore 
will also be available for 
purchase. The Pre-Sell 
BAKE Sale will be in the 
Administration Building 
at the Mower County 
Historical Society.

The Main Event 
will be on Saturday (11 
a.m.-4 p.m.) with most 
activities taking place 
in the Pioneer Building. 
Activities for the kids in-
clude: cookie decorating, 
rock painting, pine cone 
bird feeders, Christmas 
card crafting and much 
more. There will be 
horse drawn wagon rides 
around the fairgrounds. 
You can also ring the bell 
and blow the train whis-
tle on the 1004 Steam En-
gine. The food stand will 
include homemade chili, 
hot dogs & chili dogs.

The annual raffle 
drawing will take place 
on Saturday at 3 p.m. 

Tickets sell for $1 each 
and the grand prize is a 
beautiful quilt made by 
Virginia Bissen entitled 
“Preident’s Pride” along 
with many, many other 
prizes! There is also a 
HUGE Silent Auction 
with over 100 gift baskets 
for the bidding. You can 
bid on items Friday af-
ternoon as well as all day 
Saturday. Last bids will 
be accepted at 3:30 p.m. 
on Saturday and winners 
announced by 4 p.m.

Santa & Mrs. Claus 
will also be visiting from 
the North Pole!

Christmas in the 
County has truly become 
a holiday tradition, so 
bring the whole family 
and enjoy an ‘Old Fash-
ioned Christmas’ at the 
Historical Society.

All proceeds from this 
special event/fundraiser 
will benefit the Mower 
County Historical Soci-
ety, a non-profit, 501(c)3 
organization. We are so 
grateful for the support 
from businesses and indi-
viduals from all over the 
county who have donated 
items for this event. The 
Mower County Historical 
Society is located on the 
east end of the Mower 
County Fairgrounds at 
1303 6th Ave. SW. Call 
507-437-6082 or email 
collections@mowercoun-
tyhistory.org for more 
information.

Farewell planned for 
history director

The Steele County 
Historical Society will be 
celebrating the accomplish-
ments of James Lundgren 
on Monday, Dec. 2 from 4:30-
5:30 p.m. prior to the SCHS 
board meeting.

Lundgren has been the 
executive director of the 
Historical Society since 2017 

and has added great value 
to the center. He is leaving 
for a new job in Missouri at 
The Mark Twain Boyhood 
Home & Museum.

The society will provide 
refreshments and folks will 
have the chance to rem-
inisce about the last few 
years at the history center.

SimpleGifts coming 
to Paramount

A 2019 Christmastide 
Holiday Tour will be com-
ing to the historic Para-
mount Theater in Austin.

The tour, which fea-
tures SimpleGifts with 
Billy McLaughlin, open 
Morgan Dickman and 
friends, will be the only 
stop in southeastern Min-
nesota.

It will take place Sun-
day, Dec. 15 at 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets can be ordered at 
austinareaarts.org or by 
calling 507-434-0934.

SimpleGifts musicians 
combine violin, Celtic 
whistle and bagpipes, 
piano, acoustic guitar and 

percussion with angelic 
three part female vocals 
to create a “modern Old-
World” sound. Performers 
are Billy McLaughlin, 
acoustic guitar; Billy Oeh-
rlein, percussion; Heather 
(Garborg) Moen, vocals 
and ciolin; Laura MacK-
enzie, wooden flutes, 
whistles, concertina and 
bagpipes; Karen Paurus, 
vocals and Amy Courts, 
vocals and melodica.

Moen has a special 
Austin connection as her 
husband is Lee Moen, a 
graduate of Austin High 
School and the son or Deb-
bie and Barry Moen.

7am • Noon •  6pm • 9pm 

507-363-9275 • 877-754-0592 • www.bertrandmemorial.com

•  Allow us to help you select a memorial 
that is right for you

• Locations in Rochester & Austin
• Serving Southern MN and Northern IA

bremker@gmail.com Bob Remker

• Uncompromising Quality
• Timeless Remembrance
• Enduring Beauty

CODA will be performing at 
the Woman’s Club of Owa-
tonna on Thursday, Dec. 5.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
SimpleGifts will be performing during the 2019 Christmas-
tide Holiday Tour at the historic Paramount Theater in 
Austin Dec. 15.
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132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

Psyched 
for the 

Blossoms

There is something rather confus-
ing about the time when the hiatus 
between football games is more than 
a week. I hardly know what to write 
about, as there is so much time between 
contests. Now, however, it is time to get 
the competitive blood boiling again and 
psych ourselves into really backing the 
Awesome Blossoms again, as they pre-
pare for Friday. I am sure a good share 
of the community will be at the stadium 
to cheer on the team.

There will be time to ponder and 
reflect over the past season next week, 
but for now it is all about the present. 
We will cheer loudly and hope that this 
fourth time at the state playoffs and this 
first time in the finals will be a winning 
time. Go, Blossoms!

TIME MARCHES ON
I passed anther milestone last week, 

but I don’t feel a darn bit different. I 
guess when one gets to my age, a birth-
day is a rather commonplace occur-
rence. I must admit that I feel a year 
older most of the time, but my spirits re-
main high despite the breakdown of my 
body. I continue to enjoy life and family, 
and my writing and other hobbies do a 
very good job of conspiring to keep me 
from drifting into any sort of doldrums. 
Good for me.

A DAY OF THANKS
In just a day or two most families will 

be sitting down to a table loaded with 
traditional and non-traditional foods. 
And while we gather there, my hope is 
that all will take moment to give thanks 
for the bountiful life of the past year. Al-
though outside influences, such as a lost 
job, medical setbacks or other hardship 
may have interrupted our existence, I 
would venture to guess that we are still 
much better off than a large population 
of the world.

Now that is something of which to be 
proud. We should count our blessings 
every day, but the least we could do is to 
pause in our busy lives and give thanks 
for all the good things it is our privilege 
to possess.

Talking about Thanksgiving as we 
were reminds me of how almost ev-
eryone is now convinced that climate 
change is really with us. I notice it when 
we start talking about past holidays and 
celebrating them. I can still remember 
quite clearly rare years when my family 
celebrated Thanksgiving at my grandfa-
ther’s farm, and we had to use the horse 
and slight to get there. It didn’t happen 
often then, but Christmas was often 
the only way the entire family could 
observe that special occasion.

My granddad would hitch up the 
team of horses to the sleigh and then 
sleigh the three miles from the farm to 
town and pick us up for the shot ride 
back to the farm. People today have 
trouble believing it ever happened, but 
deep snow in late November was not un-
heard of, and the occasional necessity 
for that mode of travel to Grandfathers 
did happen.

USHER IN HOLIDAYS
Once Thanksgiving is a memory, it is 

time to usher in the Christmas season, 
and observing the annual Holiday 
Dazzle celebration is a perfect time to 
initiate the season. We are hoping that 
the weather will cooperate, as business-
es and individuals descend on Blooming 
Prairie to have some fun, begin the 
Christmas shopping season with spe-
cials from various retailers, and bring 
the little ones forward for a short visit 
with Santa. It is an ideal way to start 
this favorite time of the year.

It certainly has been a momentous 
season of the year. If the football team 
can bring back a championship to 
Blooming Prairie, it will have been an 
unforgettable fall sports year for that 
reason. Add to that the recognition for 
50 years of BPHS All-School musicals, 
and it has been a unique year. It is good 
to be a Blossom, and we’ll talk again.

BY LEMAR NELSON
SPORTS EDITOR

Every couple of years the question of 
the Blooming Prairie nickname comes up 
for discussion.

Some are always agitating for a change 
to something other than the Awesome 
Blossoms. After all, they maintain that 
the current nickname is a very “sissy” 
name for athletic teams. However, they 
do not know the history of the name, and 
they cannot understand the pride that 
the BP students and alumni have. In fact, 
the nickname BP possesses is a unique 
one not found any place else in the coun-
try. Because of that, it is probably time 
that we again explain the origin of the 
name.

In the early 1900s, the Austin newspa-
per wrote about contests with Blooming 
Prairie and Austin by saying that Austin 
played the boys from blossom town. That 
became the usual name in their stories, 
and it naturally then became the name for 
the Blooming Prairie School.

At various times students have be-
gun drives or campaigns to change the 
name. In the late 50s, such a campaign 
was begun, but the students voted any 
change down, and the Blossom nickname 
remained. After the boys’ basketball team 
played in the state tournament in 1966, 
another campaign was started to change 
the name to something more ferocious, but 
again it was defeated soundly.

However, in the late 60s, students did 
agitate for a change, and eventually Tom 
Ressler, Class of 1981, drew a new design in 
art class. A contest was held to name the 
new mascot look, and seventh grader Shay 
Robinson drew the face of the Blossom a 
little more ferociously. A contest was held 
to name the new mascot, and Robinson 
won the contest by calling it an “Awesome 
Blossom.” The name was adopted, and it 
has been the Awesome Blossom ever since. 
By the way, Robinson won a season pass 
to all BPHS sports contests for the year by 
winning the naming contest.

Local resident Yvonne Walsh drew a 
large design, which was placed in high 
school gym, and it still remains there. All 
the logos on athletic programs and other 
school printings have used that design 
since that time. The first time the logo ac-
tually appeared in publications was in the 
“Black and White Chronicle” in 1982 and 
then in the 1983 “Prairie Schooner.”

A costume to have an Awesome Blos-
som was also designed and worn by Carol 
Ruhter, Class of 1969, and she used the 
costume at many events. Eventually, it was 
placed in storage, but Ruhter’s sister, Me-
lissa, Class of 1984, wore it in September 
of 1983 again. Since that time it has been 
used rather infrequently, but it can be seen 
occasionally again at athletic events now.

As to why it has never been changed, 
a former student, Melissa Ault, probably 
has the best explanation for that. She used 
a study by a school class in Indiana to 

show that BP’s nickname was a good one 
because it was so unique. That class found 
that there were 80 schools in the entire 
country with one-of-a kind nicknames, 
and Blooming Prairie was one of the 80. 
And if one thinks that the BP name is so 
bad, the study also found several other 
names that were just as unusual.

For just two examples, the Jasper, 
Minn., Quartz-Siters got their name after 
the quartz stone quarry in the communi-
ty, and the Sturgis Scoopers from Sturgis, 
S.D., were named after the days when the 
U.S. cavalry was stationed in that commu-
nity. The soldiers would go into town in 
their free time and gamble, and then come 
back to their barracks complaining about 
their money being scooped by the local 
townspeople.

When it comes right down to it, as Ault 
said, it is fun to have a nickname that is 
one-of-a kind because people do remem-
ber it. And if the teams are good enough 
and strong enough, even a name like the 
Awesome Blossoms will not bother anyone 
connected with it, and no one will be 
ashamed of it either. Which would stick in 
your mind longer- The Blooming Prairie 
Cardinals, for example, or the Blooming 
Prairie Awesome Blossom? Although BP 
gets its share of heckling, your answer will 
likely be the second of the two. So just be 
proud that you can be an Awesome Blos-
som from Blooming Prairie High School. 
You are one of a kind, and that is good 
enough for most fans!

NRHEG 
girls win 
opener

BY LEMAR 
NELSON

SPORTS EDITOR

Winning a 
season opener is al-
ways fun and doing 
it on the home court 
makes it better. The 
NRHEG girls ran 
past Kenyon-Wana-
mingo 71-44 Thurs-
day, Nov. 21, after 
playing to a 28-28 tie 
at the half.

“We got a slow 
start in the first 
half,” comment-
ed Coach Onika 
Peterson, “but we 

rebounded well 
in the second half 
and were able to 
run the floor much 
better. It is always 
good to win a sea-
son opener.”

Sophie Stork 
had 34 points and 
7 rebounds to lead 
the Panther attack. 
Sidney Schultz 
contributed 25 
points and 6 assists, 
and Haile Schultz 
6 rebounds and 5 
assists.

All but two girls 
had at least one 
point in the game.

Outside
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

Class 1A Football
BOLD 33

Deer River 12

Underwood 8

Ada-Borup  20

GFW 6

Browerville 33

Blooming Prairie 42

Springfield-Comfrey 20
Blooming Prairie 41

10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 29
U.S. Bank Stadium

STATE 1A  
CHAMPIONS

Browerville 7

BOLD 56

BOLD

BLOOMING 
PRAIRIE

Ada-Borup 0

What’s in a name?
For Awesome Blossom,  

there is rich history, tradition
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Kasson • 634-7500 • 27 W Main St,5.5

Pease come 
support your local

 youth hockey
association pull tabs

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

Sen. David Senjem
District 29

AT THE CAPITOL:
State Office Building Room 147
100 Rev. Dr. M.L.K. Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-3903

ROCHESTER:
2423 12th Ave. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
507-282-7648

Prepared and paid for by Dave Senjem

Good Luck Teams!!

DEALER
• 507-732-5127 • 

OR TOLL FREE: 1-888-932-5127
1660 South Main St., Zumbrota

www.ZumbrotaFord.com

7. Indianapolis at Tampa Bay

3. Detroit at Minnesota 

9. Carolina at Atlanta 

11. Denver at Houston 13. Tennessee at Oakland 

1. Ohio State vs Wisc./Minn winner (neutral site) 

8. Dallas at Chicago

4. Washington at Green Bay

10. Baltimore at Buffalo 

12. Los Angeles Chargers at Jacksonville 14. Kansas City at New England

2. Georgia vs LSU (neutral site)

 1 ___________________
 2 ___________________
 3 ___________________
 4 ___________________
 5 ___________________
 6 ___________________
 7 ___________________
 8 ___________________

 9 ___________________
 10 ___________________
 11 ___________________
12 ___________________
13 ___________________
14 ___________________
15 ___________________
16 ___________________

Name ____________________________
Address __________________________
Phone ___________________________

FOOTBALL CONTEST
ENTRY FORM

*Tie-Breaker Score ________________ *
Tie-breaker: 3. Detroit at Minnesota 

Football Contest Rules
• Contest period: Sept. 11-Nov. 27
• How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game 
listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name 
in the blank with corresponding number. Cut out and send 
or drop off at Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming 
Prairie, MN 55917 or Dodge County Independent, 121 W. 
Main St., Kasson, MN 55944. You may enter in person, mail 
or e-mail to bptimes@frontiernet.net or dci@kmtel.com. Must 
be returned by 5 p.m. on Tuesday prior to games. (Note: the 
selected games are for the following week, not the current 
week.)
• Tie-Breaker: You must enter a score in the Tie-Breaker 
game or you will be disqualified.
• Prizes: We will award a gift card to local restaurant or 
grocery store to the person correctly predicting the most 
winners from the games listed. There will be a grand prize 
awarded to the person who picks the most correct games 
throughout the entire 12 weeks. All decisions by judges are 
final.
• Eligibility: Open to anyone age 14 or older, excluding staff 
of newspapers.

STEELE-DODGE STEELE-DODGE 
PIGSKIN MANIA 2019PIGSKIN MANIA 2019

15. Pittsburgh at Arizona

5. San Francisco at New Orleans

16. Seattle at Los Angeles Rams

6. Miami at New York Jets

Office: 507-529-1161
www.bigelowhomes.net

WINNER: Kate McNamara of Kasson

SPONSORED BY
TOREY’S  FINE DINING 

OWATONNA

Kasson American Legion Post 333

               

LUNCH AT THE LEGION
Come grab a home-cooked meal on  

Monday and Tuesday from 11AM to 1:30PM. 

Choose from the  
Special of the Day, 

Hamburger or  
Cheeseburger  

Includes soup or salad, dessert & beverage $9  
Check our facebook page (Kasson American 

Legion Post 333) for weekly specials.
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Assisted Living ~ Independent Living
Companion Memory Care ~ Memory Care

A place to call home

700 1st Dr. NW, Austin, MN 55912
507-437-3246 • www.cedarsofaustin.com

Where neighbors become friends 
and friends become family.

It is the “Good Life”.

It has been phenomenal for my mom and dad. The staff at

Ecumen Brooks truly make it so wonderful. Without the caring

staff they have, the community would just be another building.

                            - Kathy, daughter 

 

Spacious apartment with kitchen, bathroom & closet space

Utilities (heat, water, electric & garbage removal)

High speed internet

Meals

Weekly housekeeping and general maintenance

Monthly round trip transportation

Daily snack & social hour

Exercise programs, daily activities & church services

Community spaces for entertaining family & friends

Beautiful backyard space with walking path

Hair salon

Emergency call pendant

Customized service plan

Compassionate and dedicated staff on-site 24 hours a day

Call 507-461-9277 to schedule your tour today! 

Begin your planning today!

Ecumen Brooks
2480 St. Paul Road, Owatonna

EcumenBrooks.Org

 

Amenities Included:

Ecumen CountrySide
650 El Dorado Street SE, Owatonna

EcumenCountrySide.Org

 

Premier senior living communities in Owatonna

100% of every dollar donated 
goes directly to cancer research.

The Hormel Institute’s 
cancer research is for 

you, for Minnesota, 
and beyond.

Every community,  

every cancer, 
every person matters.

www.hi.umn.edu

SeniorF  cusHealth & Fitness  
Retirement 

Money/Investment  
Activities & Hobbies

Wiemans enjoy helping at 
Formula E Races in New York
By CARL WIEMAN

Denise and I worked with SCCA Pro 
Racing at the Formula E Races, Rounds 12 
and 13 in New York City this year. This was 
the final event of the series for 2019. This 
was held on July 12-14. This was my second 
year working a Formula E Race and the first 
for Denise. 

For those people not familiar with Formula 
E, it is 100% Electric Racing with a formula 
race car. That is correct, not a hybrid, no 
gasoline or anything else, just battery power. 
I have never been involved with any type of 
electric car before. My experiences have all 
been with internal combustion engines, such 
as gasoline or ethanol. I have done exper-
iments with ethanol in car engines while 
going to school at Mankato State University, 
as well as our youngest son had a go-kart in 
Solo competition for a few years that ran on 
E-95. Many years before that in the 1970s, 
I converted a 4 cyl, Honda car engine to a 2 
cyl. engine and won a SAE Mileage Compe-
tition and a few weeks later, reinstalled the 
original engine and won a Solo event. 

Then there was the American Sedan V-8 
Mustang that I crewed on for many years 
and going to the Runoffs. That is just some 
background to give you an idea that I did not 
think I would ever get involved with a 100% 
electric vehicle, let alone work at a race, and 
enjoy it. I found that I love the technical side 
of these cars and the access that they give 
to spectators the most. There is much more 
freedom for spectators than many other 
series. 

Being electric, these cars accelerate faster 
than any gas engine race car. It is instanta-
neous. This also requires the driver to know 
how to accelerate without burning the tires 
off of the car, but still accelerate faster than 
their competitor. And this is on a version of 
street tires, not soft racing slicks. The race 
was also held on old asphalt, with no rubber 
laid down from previous races. The race was 
at the Red Hook Harbor in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

The weekend starts on Saturday morning 
with two Practice sessions, then four groups 
of Qualifying, and a Super Pole Qualifying. 
This year there were other activities in be-
tween the FE sessions. Harley Davidson had 
about 12 E-Bikes there that took to the track 
a few times. 

The Jaguar I-PACE cars were also on 
hand with a race on Saturday and Sunday. 
Every vehicle on track this year was electric, 
except the tow trucks. The pace car and 
safety cars were all electric as well. BMW did 
have one large SUV as a safety vehicle that 
was a hybrid, as in gas/electric. All of these 
electric vehicles made for a fairly quiet week-

end of racing. Normally I wear a headset, but 
this weekend I used only my ear piece in one 
ear hooked to my radio. Each of the Race 
Staff have a whistle so that when we see 
a car coming, we blow it to warn everyone 
down pit lane. When the cars are coming into 
the pit/garage area especially, they are fairly 
quiet while letting up, making it hard to hear 
them. These cars have a high pitch electric 
motor whine when they accelerate. When the 
cars are in a group, some people said they 
sound like the storm troopers from the Star 
Wars movie as they go by on the straight 
in front of the Garages. In the Garage area 
when going slow, they are quiet. There is no 
Whoomah sound like an A Sedan race car. 

On Saturday, Race #12 was held at 16:04 
for 45 laps, which takes about one hour. 
There is no work done in Pit Lane. If a car 
needs any work or adjustments, they come 
into the garage. While in the garage, a large 
fan is blowing on the batteries, with dry ice 
dumped into the hopper on the fan to help 
cool the batteries quicker. 

On Sunday morning there is one Practice 
session and four groups of qualifying again 
followed by the Super Pole Qualifying. This 
year they put all the cars on the track a few 
times each day, before some of the sessions 
and opened the gates to allow spectators 
to walk next to the cars for photos with the 
cars and drivers. Sunday’s race started at 
16:04. I am not sure why the races start at 
what some people would think are hard to 
remember times, such as 16:04, and not 
16:05 or 16:00. 

I worked with the Pit Lane/Garage Team at 
Pit In. I was on the inside corner as the cars 
came off the track towards the garages. My 
main job was to watch for problems in the 
garage area, and warn the driver with a yel-
low ag as well as warn everyone that a car is 
coming with my whistle. This year there was 
a large screen across the track from me, so 
I could look at it and watch some of the race 
as it happened in other parts of the track as 
well as some very interesting information 
dis- played. This was also very helpful for 
me to know when cars were coming into the 
garages so that I was ready for them. 

Being these are electric cars, sometime 
the screen would show the kilowatts being 
used by the car at the moment. If the driver 
was accelerating, the kw went high, and 
during decelerate, it would be low to nega-
tive sometimes. Last year, they had Gen1 
cars and had to change cars about half ways 
through the race. The Gen2 cars this year 
made the whole race without changing cars 
for lack of battery power. 

Denise worked in worker registration and 
as a Steward’s runner. As technical as this 

Continued to page B8

Senior Lifestyles



B8 | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2019 	                                                                                                                                                                STEELE COUNTY TIMES

SeniorF  cusHealth & Fitness  
Retirement 

Money/Investment  
Activities & Hobbies

Grace Hubly
Community Relations Coordinator

507-320-0278

Connecting families
to senior living

a PLACE 
for MOM

Move in on or before Nov. 30 and 
receive a FREE flat screen TV

Field Crest 
Care Center

“50 Years of Caring
318 2nd Street NE   Hayfield, MN 55940    (507) 477-366    Ext 116

Visit our website at: www.fieldcrestcare.com

2019 Top Nursing Homes in Minnesota, 5-Star, Medicare.gov

series is, there is still a 
need to have some forms, 
such as penalty sheets 
taken to the teams during 
the session. Luckily there 
were not a lot of penalties, 
so her job was a little boring, 
but very much needed. This 
did, however, give her the 
opportunity to get up very 
close to the teams and cars 
in each garage. 

We flew into New York on 
Wednesday and flew out 
on Tuesday. Denise and I 
spent a few days before and 
after the races to do some 
site seeing of the area. We 
took a tour of the Ellis Island, 
Statue of Liberty, as well as 
the Twin Towers Memorial. 
That is a very somber tour. 
No photos are allowed and 
nobody is laughing and jok-

ing. But it is very informative 
and worth the visit when in 
the area. 

Carl Wieman lives in 
Owatonna with his wife 
Denise. In his semi-retire-
ment, he is active in var-
ious activities, including 
mission work as well as 
the annual Multiple Sclero-
sis River Road Run. 

Submitted Photo

Carl and Denise Wieman of Owatonna volunteered earlier this year for the Formula E 
Races in New York City. 

The Hormel Institute is your 
cancer research institute

World-renowned research 
accelerating answers to cancer

All Minnesotans can be proud of and 
thankful for the cancer research done in 
southern Minnesota at The Hormel Institute, 
University of Minnesota. After tripling in size 
in 2008 and doubling in size in 2016, the In-
stitute is a growing body of world-renowned 
expert scientists who come here from top 
centers around the country and world -all 
dedicated to finding answers to cancer as 
quickly as possible.

Scientists at The Hormel Institute strive 
daily for discoveries so cancer can be pre-
vented and controlled. Our mission is one ev-
eryone can embrace— preventing and con-
trolling cancer so people live longer, healthier 
lives. The innovative research at The Hormel 
Institute is known around the world, because 
it is shared with scientists globally through 
their important discoveries published in high 
impact cancer research journals.  

Currently, The Hormel Institute is made up 
of 140 faculty and staff, with expert faculty 
joining The Hormel Institute from major can-
cer centers such as MD Anderson, Columbia 

University, Yale, Mayo Clinic and more. All 
major cancers are researched along with 
some rarer cancers, such as Wilms Tumor, a 
cancer that affects children. 

To accelerate answers, every communi-
ty, every dollar, every cancer matters. That 
means we need your support. Thanks to 
the annual operations support from The 
Hormel Foundation, every dollar you give is 
used 100% for research that would not get 
furthered without you. Please join us on the 
front lines as your dollars count and go far 
here.

Consider a very special and meaning-
ful gift to honor friends and family with a 
donation in their name. Contact us at 507-
437-9601 to learn how to donate and to add 
names to our beautiful donor and memorial 
walls.

The Hormel Institute is committed to 
cancer research to help people live longer, 
healthier lives without fear of cancer and 
living up to their vision of “Today’s Research, 
Tomorrow’s Cures.” 

Legacy Monument Sales
Leon & Lori Bohlman

Leon’s cell: 507-456-7864 • Lori’s cell: 507-456-3735
Email: landlbo@gmail.com

Low down payments & financing option available

We will meet with you in your home.  
Preserving Memories and Milestones that meant 

the most to you in your life because you mattered.

Written lifetime guarantee on all our granite monuments!
Always exceptional quality!

Continued from page B7
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• Full kitchens
• 1-2 Bedrooms
• Garages available
• Many more amenities

• Cable television 
• WiFi Internet
• Guest room availableVibrant 

Living  
Call Jon Arnett at 455-3735 for a tour

235 22nd St. SE, Owatonna • www.realifeowatonna.com

•Downsize and simplify your life 
•Enjoy an exciting community

for individuals 55 and older at a reasonable price.

Gene Drake Agency

111 W. Vine St. • Downtown Owatonna • 507-413-0960,

See me with any Medicare questions prior 
to the December 7 AEP deadline.

www.kodalivingcommunity.org

Koda Living Community
2255 30th Street NW, Owatonna • 507-444-4200

• Long-Term Skilled Nursing Care
• Short-Term Post-Acute Care

• Extend Stay Units
Specializing in Physical Therapy 

and Rehabilitation Services
• In-Patient
• Out-Patient
• In-Home

MEMORY CARE 
& ASSISTED LIVING IN OWATONNA

Finding ful�llment in each new day

334/364 Cedardale Dr. SE
Owatonna, MN 55060 507-446-8600

SeniorF  cusHealth & Fitness  
Retirement 

Money/Investment  
Activities & Hobbies

Proudly
managed by

800 5th Ave. NW Kasson 634-9500
Toys for Tots drop off location

Santa is waiting to have
his photo taken with you!

Hot Chocolate 
Bar & Assorted
Holiday Cookies

Pets Welcome

Don't forget
your camera!

Shopping for an assisted living facility

Managing the costs 
of assisted living

The decision to move yourself or a family 
member to an assisted living facility can be 
difficult. When men and women begin to 
experience difficulty with everyday activities, 
such as bathing, dressing or getting around, 
families may need to explore assisted living 
facilities. 

Millions of people in North America reside 
in assisted living facilities. The majority of 
residents in senior living are those who 
may need assistance with one or two daily 
activities, but who are otherwise mobile and 
self-sufficient. Families faced with moving 
relatives into assisted living facilities can 
consider the following pointers to find facili-
ties their loved ones will enjoy.

• Consider the arrangements and services 
offered. Some facilities offer single rooms, 
while others provide apartment-style living. 
Most assisted living facilities provide a 
variety of services, such as housekeeping, 
laundry, exercise and wellness classes, and 
social activities, for their residents. Inves-
tigate the offerings at each home you visit, 
looking for a facility that best suits your loved 
one’s needs.

• Inquire about staff and their schedules. It 
is important to know how many staff mem-

bers a facility has and how many people 
are working at any given time. Do staffing 
schedules differ at night? If a resident has a 
particular rapport with one staff member, can 
he or she be requested? Look for a facility 
that is well-staffed and adept at dealing with 
elderly men and women. 

• Learn about individual service plans. 
Many assisted living facilities create individ-
ual service plans, or ISPs, for their residents 
to ensure individualized care is given. These 
plans are important for the safety and com-
fort of residents and also can help maximize 
a person’s independence. Some communi-
ties offer memory care programs for those 
with Alzheimer’s disease or other cognitive 
disorders.

• Consider the security in place. A good 
assisted living facility has a 24-hour support 
system in place and immediate access to 
care. Rooms may be equipped with emer-
gency phones that can be accessed day or 
night. Many homes have check-in desks so 
that residents are accounted for when going 
on outings and for announcing guests.

• Check on licensing. In the United States, 
each state has its own licensing require-
ments for assisted living facilities. Confirm 

a facility is licensed and that it meets the 
expectations of the local regulatory agency. 
In addition, check with the Better Business 
Bureau to see if any complaints have been 
filed against the home. 

Assisted living facilities can meet the 

needs of people who cannot live inde-
pendently but do not require the around-the-
clock care of a nursing home.

As individuals age, various 
circumstances have to be 
reassessed. A current living 
situation may not be meeting 
the needs of a senior who 
may be having difficulty 
caring properly for himself 
or herself. Families often 
consider senior residences 
to provide welcoming and 
safe environments for their 
loved ones during the golden 
years of their lives. These 
facilities may range from 
independent living homes 
with minimal care offered to 
nursing homes that provide 
more intensive care when 
needed. Somewhere in the 
middle lies assisted living 
homes, which blend the 
independence of personal 
residences with other ameni-
ties, such as the housekeep-
ing, medication reminders or 
meal services.

Assisted living can be a 
viable option when a person 
can no longer live alone, but 
such facilities come with a 
price. According to a Market 
Survey of Long-Term Care 
Costs conducted by MetLife, 
the national average for as-
sisted living base rates was 
$3,550 per month in 2012. In 
the 2015 Cost of Care Sur-

vey conducted by Genworth 
Financial, the assisted living, 
national-median monthly 
rate was now $3,600 — and 
it’s only expected to grow. 
Affording these homes and 
apartments can be chal-
lenging for those with fixed 
incomes, but there are some 
strategies that can help.

The payment method that 
serves you best will depend 
on your unique circumstanc-
es, but there are options 
available.

• Long-term care in-
surance: Long-term care 
insurance is specialized 
insurance that is paid into 
and may cover the cost of 
assisted living facilities and 
other medical care, de-
pending on the policy. The 
American Association for 
Long-Term Care Insurance 
says that only roughly 3 per-
cent of Americans have this 
type of insurance, but it is 
something to consider during 
working years. 

• Personal savings: Some 
people have the means to 
pay for assisted living with 
their own savings and retire-
ment nest eggs. However, 
it’s easy for savings to be-
come depleted when facing 

a $40,000+ per year bill.
• Life insurance: A finan-

cial advisor may advocate to 
pay for assisted living with a 
life insurance policy. Some 
companies enable you to 
cash out  for “accelerated” 
or “living” benefits, which 
usually is a buy-back of the 
policy for 50 to 75 percent 
of the face value. Other third 
parties may purchase the 
policy for a settlement of a 
lump sum, again roughly 50 
to 75 percent of the policy’s 
face value, according to Car-
ing.com, an online source 
for support and information 
about the needs of aging 
people.

• Location: Costs of assist-
ed living facilities vary de-
pending on location. It’s pos-
sible to get a lower monthly 
rate simply by choosing a 
facility in a different state.

• Negotiation: Not all pric-
es are set in stone. Speak 
with a manager at the facility 

and see if there is any price 
flexibility or move-in incen-
tives. You also may be able 
to get a lower rate by negoti-
ating certain a-la-carte costs 
against all-inclusive pricing. 
Perhaps you do not need 
laundry or shopping ser-
vices, and family members 
can fill in the gaps, reducing 
your bill.

• Veteran’s benefits: Many 
veterans are eligible for care 
benefits that can offset the 
cost of assisted living care.

• Rooms: Opting for a 
smaller room or sharing a 
space can keep costs down 
as well. See if shared rooms 
are a possibility.

Assisted living is a neces-
sity for thousands of people. 
Explore the ways to finance 
this purchase.

Always local, 
all the time. 
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CLUES ACROSS

NOTICE

Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Powder mineral
  5. Ten million (in India)
 10. Culture medium and a 
gelling agent
 14. Cain and __
 15. Bullfighting maneuvers
 16. Baseball’s Ruth
 17. Venice beach
 18. Infirm due to old age
 19. Attentiveness
 20. Mortify
 22. Whale (Norwegian)
 23. Family Bufonidae
 24. “A Passage to India” 
author
 27. Ocean
 30. Dad’s partner
 31. Owned
 32. Swiss river
 35. Female golf star Gibson
 37. Base
 38. A way to summons
 39. Acquit
 40. Male parent
 41. Brendan Francis __, author
 42. Rattan
 43. Aromatic hot  beverage

 44. Inflorescence
 45. Former CIA
 46. Make lace
 47. Airborne (abbr.)
 48. Thieving bird
 49. H. Potter’s creator
 52. Frequency
 55. Nothing
 56. More lucid
 60. Riding mount
 61. Deducted container weight
 63. Molten rock
 64. In this place
 65. Ancient upright stone slab 
bearing markings
 66. Rumanian Mures River city
 67. Mentioned  before
 68. An heir (civil law)
 69. Without (French)
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. W. Samoan monetary unit
  2. Baby’s feeding apparel
  3. Queen of Sparta
  4. Shut
  5. Certified public accountant
  6. Payment for release
  7. Red twig dogwood

  8. Basked in
  9. Midway between 
E and SE
 10. A way to detest
 11. Mother of Cronus
 12. In bed
 13. Bolsheviks
 21. Farro wheat
 23. CNN’s Turner
 25. Farmers of 
America
 26. Small amount
 27. __ and Venzetti
 28. Hers in Spanish
 29. Belongs to sun 
god
 32. Expressed plea-
sure
 33. Small terrestrial 
lizard
 34. Regenerate
 36. Own (Scottish)
 37. The cry made by 
sheep
 38. Chest muscle 
(slang)
 40. Explode
 41. Notice
 43. Pitch
 44. Run due to the 
batter
 46. Fight referee 
declares
 47. Alternate forms 
of a gene
 49. Shifted in sailing
 50. One who cables
 51. Elaborate cele-
brations
 52. Expresses plea-
sure
 53. Carbamide
 54. Persian in Af-
ghanistan
 57. 1st capital of 
Japan
 58. Welsh for John
 59. Radioactivity 
units
 61. Tanzanian 
shilling
 62. Hyrax

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-
INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: Octo-
ber 27, 2017
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$142,373.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Alan 
Dominguez, an unmarried 
person. 
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Mortgage Lenders of America, 
L.L.C.
DATE AND PLACE OF FIL-
ING: Recorded on November 
1, 2017 as Document Number 
A000415593 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. by assign-
ment recorded on January 31, 
2018 as Document Number 
A000416786 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: The North half 
(N 1/2) of Lot 13, Block 2, 
Kelly`s Addition to the City of 
Owatonna, Minnesota, Steele 
County, Minnesota.
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 409 E MAIN ST, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Steele 
County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $163,311.09

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Mortgage 
Lenders of America, L.L.C.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 17-103-0213
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1002782-
0000227993-2
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, or 
any part thereof, or, if the ac-
tion or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied, in whole or 
in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
January 7, 2020 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060.
to pay the debt then secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if 
any actually paid by the mort-
gagee, on the premises and 
the costs and disbursements 
allowed by law.  The time al-
lowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from 
the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption is re-
duced by judicial order, you 
must vacate the premises by 
11:59 p.m. on July 7, 2020.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: October 25, 2019

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:            	     /s/		
	 N. Kibongni 

Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

*Michael van Muelken, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(19-0124-FC01)

THIS IS A 
COMMUNICATION FROM A 

DEBT COLLECTOR.

10/30, 11/6, 11/13
11/20, 11/27,12/4

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-
INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the follow-
ing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  
April 27, 2018
MORTGAGOR: Raul Padilla, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Affinity Plus 
Federal Credit Union, a cred-
it union organized under the 
laws of the United States of 
America
DATE AND PLACE OF RE-
CORDING:  recorded on 
April 30, 2018, as Document 
No. A000417987, in the Of-
fice of the County Record-
er in and for Steele County, 
Minnesota.
TRANSACTION AGENT:  
None
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER ON MORT-
GAGE:  None
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Affinity Plus Federal Credit 
Union
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  N/A

MORTGAGED PROPER-
TY ADDRESS:  835 Mineral 
Springs Road, Owatonna, 
Minnesota 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO. 17-
195-0105
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:  Lot 5, in Plotz's 
1st Addition, City of Owaton-
na, Steele County, Minneso-
ta.
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED:  Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$104,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS 
OF DATE OF NOTICE, IN-
CLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, 
PAID BY MORTGAGEE:  
$106,761.20
INTEREST RATE AND PER 
DIEM:  Current interest rate 
is 4.50%, with a per diem of 
$12.62.
That prior to commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee com-
plied with all notice require-
ments by statute; That no ac-
tion or proceeding has been 
instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage or any part 
thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
January 2, 2020, at 10:00 
a.m.
PLACE OF SALE:  Steele 
County Sheriff's Office, 
Steele County Law Enforce-
ment, Center, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, Minneso-
ta  55060, to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mort-
gage, taxes, if any, on said 
premises, and the costs and 
disbursements, including at-
torneys’ fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within 
six (6) months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgag-
or, their personal representa-
tives or assigns.
DATE AND TIME MORT-
GAGOR MUST VACATE 
THE PREMISES: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by July 2, 2020, at 
11:59 p.m.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY 
BE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RES-
IDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.”

Dated:  November 8, 2019	

MESSERLI & KRAMER P.A.

By:/s/ Michelle R. Jester	

Michelle R. Jester (Lic. 
#247479)

1400 Fifth Street Towers
100 South Fifth Street

Minneapolis, MN 
55402-1217

(612) 672-3600

Attorney in Fact for
Affinity Plus Federal 

Credit Union
15845-954

IMPORTANT NOTICE
This communication is from 
a debt collector and is an at-
tempt to collect a debt.  Any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

11/13, 11/20, 11/27
12/4, 12/11, 12/18

REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA

October 21, 2019

A regular school board meet-
ing of the School Board of 
Independent School District 
#756, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, 
was held in the High School 
Media Center at 7:15 p.m. 
(Open Forum at 7:00 p.m.).

OPEN FORUM – No com-
ments.
 
I. CALL TO ORDER –CHAIR-
PERSON

II. PLEDGE OF ALLE-
GIANCE

III. ROLL CALL - CLERK 	
Jenny Thurnau, Jon Sunde, 
Steve Ille, Rodney Krell, 
Kelly Braaten, Pam Hameis-
ter, Dean Meshke.
ALSO PRESENT:		
Superintendent of Schools, El-
ementary School Principal, 
Member of the BPTA; School 
Patron
MEMBERS ABSENT:	
None 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove the agenda.  Motion 
carried.  
(7 Aye/0 Nay) 
V. PRINCIPAL REPORTS
Principal report given by Mr. 
Schwarz.
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH 
BOARD ACTION IS RE-
QUESTED
A. Minutes, Bills, Treasurer’s 
Report, Donations
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Jon Sunde to 
approve the following items.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
* minutes from the September 
12, 2019 regular school board 
work session and September 
16, 2019 regular school board 
meeting
* September payroll in the 
amount of $564,577.10; Sep-
tember handwritten checks in 
the amount of $74,481.16; Oc-
tober payroll in the amount of 
$571,506.89; and October bills 
in the amount of $315,829.14     
* no transfers between finan-
cial institutions required since 
August 30, 2019
* budget year-to-date compari-
son for 2019-20 to 2020-21
* no donations requiring ap-
proval since the July 15, 2019 
meeting 
B. Employment
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve the employment 
of Wendy Johnson as an el-
ementary school special ed-
ucation paraprofessional with 
placement on step 0 of the 
prevailing paraprofessional 
grid.  Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 
Nay)
C. Volunteer Coaches
No additional volunteer coach-
es at this time.
D. MSHSL Form A
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameis-
ter to approve a resolution of 
school board support to the 
MSHSL.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
E. Election Resolution
Motion by John Sunde and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove a resolution establishing 
combined polling places for 
multiple precincts and desig-
nating hours during which the 
polling place will remain open 
for voting for school district 
elections not held on the day 
of a statewide election.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)
F. Crisis Management Plan
Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Jenny Thurnau 
to approve the update of the 
high school “Crisis Manage-
ment Plan”.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
G. Travel Expenses
Motion by Jon Sunde and sec-
onded by Steve Ille to approve 
an increase in meal/lodging al-
lowances.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)  
H. Long-Term Substitute 
Teacher
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve Leah Haugland as 
a long-term kindergarten sub-
stitute teacher replacing Sta-
cey Busho who will be out on 
maternity leave starting some 
time in November.  Motion car-
ried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay) 
I. November School Board 
Meeting
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Kelly Braaten to 
approve changing the place 
for the November 18, 2019 
regular school board meeting 
from the High School Media 
Center to Room 210 at the 
High School due to the Blood 
Drive which will be held in the 
High School Media Center on 
this date.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)
VII.  ITEMS OF INFORMA-
TION AND/OR DISCUSSION 
ONLY
A. Committee Reports	
A report update was given on 
the following committees:  Ag/
Industrial Trades; Education 
Foundation; Staff Develop-
ment; and ZED.
B. Enrollment Data
Enrollment for the 2019-20 
school year as of October 15, 
2019, is 425 at the elementary 
school (grades K-6) and 364 at 
the high school (grades 7-12) 
(353 attending BPHS and the 
equivalency of 11 attending 
PSEO).  The PSEO number 
consists of 4 seniors and 5 
juniors with attendance being 
full-time plus 4 juniors with at-
tendance being part-time.
C. Dates to Note  
The Board noted dates of im-
portance.  
VIII. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS
1. ZED building proposal infor-
mation
2. Meeting with Gary Lee 
(MSBA)
3. Sports and concerts
4. Mrs. Worke to report to 
School Board regarding col-
lege visits
5.	 Strategic Planning 
Surveys
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Jon Sunde and sec-
onded by Jenny Thurnau to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:37 
p.m.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Tentatively, the next Regular 
School Board Work Session 
will be held on Thursday,  
November 14, 2019, at 6:00 
a.m. in the Board Room at 
the High School.  Tentative-
ly, 
the next regular meeting 
of the School Board will 
be Monday, November 18, 

2019, at 
7:15 p.m. in Room 210 at the 
High School (Open Forum 
begins at 7:00 p.m.).

A complete copy of the offi-
cial minutes may be found 
in their entirety in the official 
minute book located in the 
superintendent’s office at 
the high school; however, 
they will not be available un-
til approved by the School 
Board.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756 
Blooming Prairie, 
Minnesota

11/27

REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD WORK SESSION

BLOOMING PRAIRIE,
 MINNESOTA

October 17, 2019

A regular school board work 
session was held at 6:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, October 17, 
2019, in the Board Room at 
the High School.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Jenny Thurnau, Steve Ille, 
Rodney Krell, Pam Hameister, 
Dean Meshke

MEMBERS ABSENT:	
Jon Sunde, Kelly Braaten
				  
ALSO PRESENT:	 Superin-
tendent of Schools; Special 
Education Coordinator

DISCUSSION ITEMS:	
General review and discus-
sion was held on agenda 
items for the October 21, 
2019, regular school board 
meeting.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister	
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota

11/27 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT 

 
Court File No: 
74-PR-19-2029

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 

INFORMAL  APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of 

Lois A. Taphorn
Aka Lois Ann Taphorn
		  Decedent.

Notice is given that an Appli-
cation for Informal Probate 
of Will dated December 3, 
1993.  The Registrar accepted 
the application and appoint-
ed Michael Taphorn, whose 
address is 302 2nd Ave. SE, 
P.O. Box 742, Blooming Prai-
rie, MN 55917, to serve as the 
personal representative of the 
deccedent’s estate.

Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as 
personal representative or 
may object to the appointment 
of the personal representative. 
Any objection  to the appoint-
ment of the personal repre-
sentative  must be filed with 
the Court, and any properly 
filed objection will be heard 
by the Court after notice is 
provided to interested persons 
of the date of hearing on the 
objection.

Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders 
otherwise, the personal repre-
sentative has the full power to 
administer the estate, includ-
ing, after thirty (30) days from 
the issuance of letters testa-
mentary, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease, or distribute 
any interest in real estate 
owned by the decedent.

Notice is also given that, 
subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801, all credi-
tors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present 
the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court 
within four (4) months after 
the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred..

Denna Verdick, 
Deputy Probate Registrar

11/19/2019

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

11/19/2019

Melanie J. Leth, #0311911
Weber, Leth & Woessner, 

PLC
P.O. Box 130

Dodge Center, MN 55927
ATTORNEY FOR PERSON-

AL REPRESENTIVE

11/27, 12/4
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Find us on 
Facebook

Dear Motor Medics,
I am a loyal Hoody from Canada listening to your 
car-talk show every chance I get. My car is a 2004 
Chrysler 300M with 80,000 miles, that I bought 
last year. Since I didn't know the car's service 
history I decided to have the transmission �uid 
and �lter changed as you have talked about on 
your radio show. Listening to you talk I have 
learned that this only replaces some of the �uid 
therefore I would like to take my car in to have a 
complete transmission �ush done where they will 
replace all the �uid. Would you say that this is 
advisable to do at the current mileage?

Thank you Lawrence in Canada

Dear Lawrence,
This is one of the most frequent questions we get 
about cars on our radio show. With this model if it 
hasn’t been done it’s a good idea to �ush your 
transmission instead of just dropping the pan and 
changing the �lter and whatever �uid comes out. 
Removing just the pan to drain the transmission will 
only result in about 5 quarts out of 15 or so being 
changed, or roughly 1/3rd of the capacity. That 
would be like changing only 2 quarts of engine oil 
each change instead of draining the entire engine. 
The contaminated �uid will eventually lead to a 
buildup of deposits on the valves and eventual 
slipping of the transmission. For a complete �ush 
we recommend adding a cleaner to the 
transmission then operating through all of the gears 
and then �ush it. Once �ushed add a conditioner 
and you should be set. Most facilities with a �ush 
service should have this option available.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics, 
I enjoy your car-talk show and columns very 
much. I have a 1999 Chevrolet pickup with a V8 
and 4wd. I feel I get lousy combined city highway 
mileage, at last check it was 14mpg. I have heard 
you advertise a cleaner that might improve gas 
mileage. I am wondering if it would clog the fuel 
�lter since I have never used it and since I don’t 
know what junk could be in the system now. Do 
the tank or lines need to be �ushed �rst? Do I just 
pour it in the tank and go? How often should I use 
it? Thanks so very much.

Thank you, Jeanne in South Dakota

Dear Jeanne, 
The cleaning we mention on the radio show is 
what’s commonly referred to as fuel system or 
induction system cleaning. When a cleaning is 
properly performed it will clean the intake, injectors, 
and combustion chambers of the engine bringing 
back its ability to run e�ciently. Carbon deposits in 
the engine rob its e�ciency and this leads to lost 
mileage and power. You do not need to replace the 
�lter to do this or clean the tank as this is not a pour 
in product. The pour in products are good in 
between cleanings but cannot clean as well as the 
professional system. Your mileage compares with 
many other vehicles like yours so at this time 
cleaning the system may not gain you much in the 
way of mileage if any.

Take care, the Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP 

AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES 
BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at 
underthehoodshow.com

Syndicated
Newspaper
Column

ASK THE MOTOR 
MEDICS®

By Shannon Nordstrom
And Russ Evans

Advertise to 
30,000 people 

in Dodge County 
and Byron

ONLY $40 
a month for 
ONE YEAR 

commitment

OR ONLY $50 
a month for 

SIX MONTHS 
commitment

Weekly 
Email Blast

and
Facebook post

This section 
will appear in the 

Dodge County  
Advantage every 

week

Contact Blair at
507-884-5917

blairdci@kmtel.com

(Salesperson)

Date(Advertiser)

Date

WE BUY ALL METALS! 
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

AUTO џ HOME џ LIFE џ BUSINESS 
INSURANCE

Jacob	Simons
President

507.361.7556
jacob@allinsb.com	

2518	Superior	Dr	NW	Suite	101A	
Rochester,	MN	55901

115 Highway 56 N. West Concord 

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Darrick Schewe, Owner

583-9994
Located in Napa Auto Parts Building

704 7th St Circle Se џ 634-4633

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110 
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

Steven's
Collison Center

700 7th St. Circle SE . Kasson
507-634-6444 

Mon-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m

• 24 hour towing
• Free Written Estimates
• All Work Guaranteed

• Complete Paint & Bodywork
• Auto Glass Repairs

• Vinyl Roof & Seat Repairs

Dear Motor Medics,
  I’m tired of the high fuel prices as I bet we 
all are. What’s even worse than the high fuel 
prices is a car that gets bad fuel mileage. 
I have a 2004 Ford Taurus with the 3.0 
engine that’s well taken care of and I have 
about 110,000 miles on it. I average about 
24 mpg per tank which my shop tells me is 
about right for this car and my driving habits 
but many vehicles get much better. I would 
like to improve my fuel mileage and have 
been looking into changing my air filter to 
one of those lifetime filters you see adver-
tised everywhere. I have had many different 
conflicting reports as to how this will affect 
my car ranging from raving fans to don’t do 
it. What is your opinion as guys who work 
on cars every day? I’m sure you’ve had this 
question before.
Don in Carroll Iowa

Dear Don, 
Aftermarket air filters have been around 
a long time. There are several different 
filter manufactures and many are similar in 
performance. Most all of these are washable 
units that allow repeated use for many years 
before replacement is necessary so you 
won’t have to purchase another one. Many 
are also oiled and the biggest problem we 
see is over oiling which can cause problems 
with the intake sensor if the oil reaches it. 
As for performance, you may gain a small 
amount of mileage with the filter.
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
 
Daily Car Repair and Advice Tips Question 
48 Adding Power Windows
Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2005 Dodge Caravan SE that we 
bought used and it was not equipped with 
power windows, door locks, or power sliding 
doors. We would really like to add these 
features and keyless entry. Can this be done 
for a reasonable price and where do we go 
to get it done?
Janet in Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Brandon, 
Power features have become standard on 
vehicles or at least it seems that way. More 
and more vehicles, especially ones that are 
used for hauling the family like a van seem 
to almost always have full power in them. It 
is a rarity for one to come into our shop that 
does not have at least power windows and 
locks but they are out there. The cost of the 
accessories will be dependent on the shop 
and the quality. As for adding them to the 
front doors that should not be that big of an 
issue. Many companies offer aftermarket 
power windows and lock kits and remotes 
can be added easily as well. The power slid-
ing doors are another story and I have not 
seen anyone who makes an aftermarket unit 
for those but there may be out there. 
Take care, the Motor Medics

CAREGIVER WANTED 
OVERNIGHT. Available 
hours-Friday or Saturday 
night, 10-12-hour shifts at 

FREE C-PAP INCLUDES 
All hoses. Some hoses are 
still in package, never used. 
If interested, please phone 
#507-319-7390 Claremont  

HOT JOBS FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

DODGE CENTER 1 bed-
room upper apt, in house.  
Stove, Refrigerator, water, 
and garbage serv. provided.  
Available now. $495 monthly, 
plus $495 deposit and ref.  No 
pets, non smokers ONLY ap-
ply.  507-374-6747. 
DODGE CENTER APART-
MENT for rent, 2bedroom 
includes heat, water, trash, 
on-site laundry, and off street 
parking. Available immediate-
ly, $615/month. Call George 
if interested at 507-269-9870 
(tfn chg)
Greenfield Manor & Village 
Apartments KASSON RENT-
ALS! Family & smoke free 
senior rentals. 1 & 2 bd apts, 
newly remodeled & open for 
Dec. Month to month leas-
es & deposit payment plans. 
507-398-6027 or 507-451-
8524 www.lifestyleinc.net  tdd 
507-451-0704 Equal Housing 
Opportunity (47-50chg)
Greystone Townhomes 
DODGE CENTER RENTALS 
Smoke free 2 bd two story 
townhome. Attached garage, 
1 ½ baths, W&D, central air & 
large yards.  One-year leases 
& no pets. $1010 p/mo + heat 

PIANOS, DIGITAL PIANOS, 
Rodgers Church Organs - 
New, Used, Sales & Service 
- Call DEWEY KRUGER MU-
SIC, Northwood, Iowa, 800-
933-5830, deweykrugermu-
sic.com  
NOVEMBER AT DANO’S 
CONSIGNMENT STORE 
HUGE SALE!  50% off ALL 
video games, DVD’s, CD’s 
and Blu-ray! Plus, we now 

FOR RENT

FREE

& elec. 507-438-7935 or 507-
451-8524 or www.lifestyleinc.
net tdd 507-451-0704 EHO 
(47-50chg)
PRAIRIE VILLA I APART-
MENTS BLOOMING PRAI-
RIE RENTALS Smoke free, 
ground floor 1 bd apt for 62+ 
or disabled persons.  Rent 
based on income.  ALL utili-
ties included!  507-438-7935 
or 507-451-8524 www.life-
styleinc.net tdd 507-451-
0704. Equal housing oppor-
tunity. (48-51 chg.)		
	
HAYFIELD-FOR RENT-
Great Western Apartments. 
Large 1-bedroom apartment 
(available NOW) and 2-bed-
room apartment (available 
in December), includes all 
utilities, laundry onsite. Must 
have proof of employment. 
Call (507) 796-0152 or (701 
330-9788. (48-50 chg.)

carry SCRUPLES HOME, 
BEAUTY AND BATH (prod-
ucts) which includes *can-
dles, *bath balls, *soaps, *air 
fresheners, *lotions! Hand-
made Locally! 20 standard 
fragrances to start with and 
more to come! Scruples No-
vember Special!  Buy $20 
worth of product and get 
20% off discount on any 
purchase! Open Mon-Thurs 
11a.m.-4:30p.m. and Sat 
11a.m.-3p.m.  Located at 32 
E Main Street Dodge Center 
(next to Harold’s club) (run 
50-52 pd)

Direct Care Hiring Event
Thursday, December 5, 2019    11 am to 7 pm

Riverland Community College
965 Alexander Drive SE, Owatonna, MN  

On the spot interviews and potential job offers!

Equal Opportunity and  
Veteran Friendly Employer

We are hiring additional members to join our team! The State of  
Minnesota Department of Human Services is seeking caring people for 
the following Full and Part-Time positions:

 Direct Support Specialist – $15.00 - $23.60/hour 
 Job ID 32565 or 32369  Various locations, shifts available

 Direct Care Behavioral Specialist – $18.04 - $24.97/hour 
 Job ID 37015 or 34027  Various locations, shifts available

 Skills Development Specialist – $19.46 - $28.15/hour 
 Job ID 33391  Various locations, shifts available

 Clinical Program Therapist 3 – $25.94 - $38.29/hour 
 Job ID 34431  Region 10 - Faribault

Additional position types may be available

Please apply in advance at http://www.mn.gov/careers  
using the Job ID that interests you!

To schedule an interview in advance, send an email to:  
DHS.CBS.HR@state.mn.us   Walk-ins welcome!

For more information, contact the DHS 
Recruitment Office at 651.431.3674 or  
dhs.recruitment@state.mn.us

State of MinneSota – DepartMent of HuMan ServiceS

 

Fast paced environment, family run business 
and all treated like family.  

We promote within 
and ownership opportunities available. 
Looking for responsible, hard working,

self motivated Team members.  
A variety of locations to choose from. 

 

 

Come join the team!

Employment Opportunity
Large Restaurant chain looking 

for managers and hourly employees.  

Please respond to this email address about applying 
or send resume to address restaurants990@gmail.com.  

Competitive wages and starting up 

to $14.00 per hour. 

Cancer 
Corner

Sponsored by Krejci

Blooming

Prairie Cancer

Group

140 have fun at Turkey Bingo in BP

Gobble! Gobble! Bingo! Bingo!
It was a fun Bingo Night for 140 Bingo play-

ers of all ages at the Pizza Cellar in Blooming 
Prairie on Thursday, Nov. 14.

Cheri Krejci, treasurer of the Blooming 
Prairie Cancer Group, could not believe the 
turnout for the annual Turkey Bingo night. She 
estimated the crowd at 140.

Connie Trom was the bingo caller, using the 
new pink podium that was donated to the BP 
Cancer Group.

Shirley Seath was the grand prize winner, 

yelling Bingo after she reached a blackout. 
She was the recipient of a huge gift basket 
including a turkey breast, a whole turkey, 5 
pounds of Hope butter and various Thanksgiv-
ing decorations.

Jennie O donated the turkey breasts, 
Arkema donated the whole turkeys and Victor 
and Kelli Mrotz of the Hope Creamery donated 
Hope butter.

Molly Walsh and her new husband, Chris-
topher Slater, were two of the lucky Bingo 
winners. Chris had never played Bingo before.

Shirley Seath was the grand prize winner at the 
Blooming Prairie Cancer Group's Turkey Bingo 
party on Thursday, Nov. 14. The Bingo party 
drew 140 players. 
(Staff photo by Howard Lestrud)

$13.25/hr. to start. No expe-
rience necessary. No Heavy 
Lifting.  If interested, please 
call 507-289-2756 (50-52pd)
PARTTIME COOK Experi-
ence preferred but required. 
Nights and weekends. Call 
507-634-6646 or visit us at 111 
West Main St. to Apply. TFN.

2019 Gobble Time Winners
Congratulations to our winners of free turkeys during 

our annual Blooming Prairie Turkey Give-Away:

Casey's- Betty Herdina- Blooming Prairie
Dr. Lien Orthodontic- Tim Trotman- Blooming Prairie

Vandal's Family Market- Bernice Stender- Blooming Prairie
Steele County Times- Georgia Minard- Owatonna

Johnson, Doerhoefer & Miner, PA- John Styndl- Bixby
Darrick's Preferred Auto- Olivia Trotman- Albert Lea

Main Street Dental- Gerry Berg- Blooming Prairie
Dairy Queen- Frank Wencl- Blooming Prairie

US Bank- Charlotte Haberman- Blooming Prairie
BtoZ Hardware- Mary Trom- Owatonna

Miner's Outdoor- Orville Brase- Owatonna
Hometown Insurance- Pam Johnson- Blooming Prairie

Enjoy your turkeys! 
Happy Thanksgiving!
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BLOOMING
PRAIRIE Holiday Dazzle

Friday, December 7, 2018
A Touch of Charm
Holiday Gifts & Decorating Ideas
20% Storewide 50% off Backroom Bargains

B to Z Hardware
Customer Appreciation Night

BP Ambulance, Fire & Police Dept.
5-7 PM – Fire, Ambulance & Police vehicles downtown.
Thank those who keep us safe!

BP Servicemen's Club
3-6 PM – Drink Specials/Cheeseburger & fries $6
6-9 PM – Ladies Night Out/Local crafters/vendors

Blooming Prairie Vet Clinic
Free Puppy & Kitty treats 8-5 PM

BP Cue Co/Pizza Cellar
Serving "Happy Hot Chocolate" and BBQ Ribs

Bunkie's Grille & Lanes
Burger, soft drink & 1 game of bowling $10 – 4-8 PM

Dairy Queen
Free samples of "Candy Cane Chill" Blizzard

Farmers & Merchants Bank
5-7 PM – Pictures with Santa/free chocolate milk and cookies

Floor Tech
5-7 PM – Serving wine and cheese

Rachel's Hair Plan Well Financial Guidance
9:30-3 PM – Stop at the end of Christmas Lane to sign up for a 
prize. Pick up wish tree tags & drop off gifts
Hometown Insurance
9-5 PM – Stop and register for prizes

J & H Off-Sale
5-7 PM – Holiday Wine Tasting, Chair Massages and
Meat Raffle

Confections by Karen
Order 1 doz. Decorated Christmas cookies get 2 PYO cookies 
free. Pick up 12-20 Call 507-340-0171

Home Sellers
Stop in for coffee & cookies register for prizes – 9-5:30 PM

Henefield & Iacovino
Enjoy hot cider & treats 9-4 PM & register for door prizes

Johnson/Doerhoefer/Miner, PA
5-7 PM – Serving Glogg & Christmas Treats

Miner’s Outdoor & Recreation
Shop all the great gifts for the holiday season!

New York Life
5-7 PM – Drop off your children’s Christmas picture for
a treat.

Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic
Cider & Treats – 20% Off All Retail Items – Massage Gift 
Certif. available. Sign up for Drawings! 8 AM-5 PM

Sportstitch
20% off Dec. 3-8. See store for details. Sign up for holiday 
drawing. Check out the BP Wish Tree
Steele County Times
2-5 PM – Enter for 2 Chanhassen Dinner Theatre tickets.
Holiday special new customer 1-year subscription
$42/get 6 months free.

Subway
Buy any 6" sub with med. drink and get a free 6" sub of lesser 
or equal value

TT Motorcycles
Stop by our showroom for coffee & cookies check out our 
CFMOTO ATV/UTV Side x Sides!

The Bakery
Come and enjoy free hot cocoa & cookies served by the 
BP Youth Club.

US Bank
9-4 PM Open House with Refreshments

Vandals
FREE slice of pizza and cup of pop 3-5 PM. Register to win 
$50 grocery gift certificate anytime that day

Plemel Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm
Cookies & Hot Chocolate – 8:30-4:30 PM

Holiday Dazzle at 218 Off Sale
Holiday drink & goodie samples—all wine 20% off from 
5-7 PM-specials on gift boxes & holiday booze

Bring the entire family! There is something for everyone!

Women of Today Santa House – 2-5 PM/City Center
Wagon Rides – 5-7 PM/Main Street

Announce the 2018 Scrooge-5:30 PM/outside A Touch of Charm
Snowball Toss-Main Street at 5:45 PM/check with B-Z Hdwe. for more details

Wooden Nickel Toss on Main Street – 6 PM

Kix Dancers on Main Street – 6:30 pm
Snowballs will be randomly given out at the Holiday Dazzle – drawing for lucky
numbered snowballs will be held for BP Bucks – 7 PM-middle of Main Street

Carolers and instrumentalists strolling Main Street – 5-7 PM

Merry Christmas!

341 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie 
507-583-7001

20% OFF
Nov. 30 to Dec. 7

Check out the BP Wish Tree

A
TO

UCH of CHARM

Flowers Gifts
Downtown Blooming Prairie

507- 583-7637  www.atouchofcharmonline.com

Friday 9:30 - 7:30  -  Saturday 9:30 - 4
Come Celebrate Leanne’s Last Holiday Dazzle

BP
Community

Center
across from
the library

Hosted by
Blooming

Prairie
Women of

Today

Bring The
Little Ones

To Shop
For The
Entire
Family

Enjoy
Tasty
Treats
While

You
Wait

Dec. 66

FREE gift Wrapping!

Join us from 5-7 p.m. to sample 
Wine, Crackers and Cheese

Floor Tech
322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
507-538-2276

Cider &
Christmas Treats

Cider &
Christmas Treats

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
20% OFF 

ALL RETAIL ITEMS
MASSAGE GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Sign up for the holiday drawings!

344 Main St. E, Blooming Prairie
507-583-2271

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main Street 507-583-6627

usbank.com
Member FDIC

Happy
Holidays

405 E. Main Street, Blooming Prairie
507-583-2141

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 
Friday, Dec. 1

6 - 9 p.m.  Servicemen’s Club 
Featuring: Over 25 Vendors and Creative Crafters

Cheeseburger & Fries - $5.50

$10 Gift  
Certificates  
Given Out  

EVERY HOUR

Find creative gifts for loved 
ones... and yourself! Bring a 
group of friends for a Ladies 
Night Out of shopping, fun  

and amazing door prizes!

Register to win Amazing Door 
Prizes! The more you shop, the 
more chances you have to win

Stop and Shop  
after Holiday Dazzle

Cheeseburger & Fries - $6.00

Featuring: Over 20 Vendors and Creative Crafters

7

             Sign up for holiday drawing.

Register for 
Oral B Electric tooth brush

Happy Holidays!
Join us for Open House 

with refreshment
9-4 p.m.

ENTER HERE!

B
LO

O
M

IN
G

 P

RAIRIE CHRISTMAS G
IVE-A

-W
AY

US Bank

Name:  ��������������������

Town:  ��������������������

Phone:  ��������������������

Blooming Prairie 
Branch 

236 East Main St.    
507.583.6627 
usbank.com 

Member FDIC

Clogg &Clogg &

Celebrate 
a little holiday 
cheer with us!

5-7 p.m.

 314 E Main St E, 
Blooming Prairie

583-7528

FREE slice 
of pizza and 

pop
3-5 p.m.

•Register to 
win a $50 gift certificate

 all day long

237 Hwy Ave. S, Blooming Prairie • 583-6671

Thank you for your service!

BP Servicemen’s Club
3-6 p.m. 

- Drink Specials 
- Cheeseburger & Fries- $7.45

6-9 p.m.
Ladies Night Out/Local Crafters/Vendors

Find creative gifts for
 loved ones or yourself!

210 4th St NE, Blooming Prairie • 583-7884

Shop after attending the 
Holiday Dazzle

Concert at the Elementary School

1-5 p.m.

Purchase $30 in treats

- Caramels
- Jam/Jelly
- Cookies

- & Much More

Get 1 Paint Your Own Cookie 
FREE

Confections by Karen
118 2nd St. NW

Friday, Dec. 6
   2-5 p.m.

FREE samples 
Peppermint 
Hot Cocoa 
Blizzard

 317 Hwy Ave S
Blooming Prairie 

583-2296

Dec. 6 • 2-5 p.m. 
* Enjoy refreshments

* Holiday Subscription Specials
* Register to win tickets for 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 

411 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie

B to Z Hardware 
Customer Appreciation- FREE slushies 

BP Ambulance, Fire & Police Dept. 
5-7 p.m. Fire, Ambulance & 
Police vehicles downtown

Thank those who keep us safe!

BP Servicemen’s Club
3-6 p.m.- Drink Specials/Cheeseburger & 

Fries $7.45
6-9 p.m.- Ladies Night Out/Local Crafters/

Vendors 
Blooming Prairie Vet

8-5 p.m. Free Puppy & Kitty treats

BP Cue Co./ Pizza Cellar
Serving “Happy Hot Chocolate” & BBQ Ribs
Décor/ Boutique Vendors/ Santas Workshop 

Confections by Karen- 118 2nd St. NW
1-5 p.m.- Purchase Paint Your Own Cookies 

& other treats 
Spend $30 get free PYO

 
Dairy Queen

FREE samples of Peppermint 
Hot Cocoa Blizzard 

Express Pressure Washer
10% off Zep & CleanO Items Dec. 2-6
See the BP Wish Tree & EXP/VAL6 

Heaters on Main 

Emily’s Beauty Bar/ Home Sellers/ 
PlanWell Financial Guidance

9:30-2 p.m.- Stop at the end of Christmas 
Lane to sign up for a prize. Pick up 
BP Wish Tree tags & drop off gift 

Farmers & Merchants Bank
5-7 p.m.- Pictures with Santa and 

FREE milk & cookies 

Floor Tech
5-7 p.m.- Serving wine & cheese

Hometown Insurance
9-5:30 p.m.- Stop in for coffee & cookies 

register for prizes

J & H Liquors
5-7 p.m.- Holiday Wine Tasting & Meat 

Raffles 

Henefield & Iacovino
9-4 p.m.- Enjoy hot cider & treats/register 

for prizes 

Johnson/Doerhoefer/Miner, PA 
5-7 p.m.- Serving Glogg & Christmas Treats 

Main Street Dental 
5-7 p.m.- Oral B Electric tooth brush 

drawing. Enjoy treats & kids can make 
something special for home. 

Miner’s Outdoor & Recreation
Shop all the great gifts 
for the holiday season!

New York Life
5-7 p.m.- Drop off your children’s 

Christmas picture for a treat. 

Plemel Insurance Agency
1-4 p.m.- Join us for Cider & Cookies

Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic
8-5 p.m.- Cider & Treats-20% Off All Retail 

Items Massage Gift Cert. available. 
Sign up for Drawings! 

Prairie Home
Enjoy a winter wonderland @Prairie Home
Select holiday décor & ornaments 25% off 

Sportstitch
20% off Nov. 30-Dec. 7, see store for de-

tails. Sign up for holiday drawing. 
Check out the BP Wish Tree

The Bakery
Come and enjoy free hot cocoa & cookies 

served by the BP Youth Club. 

Steele County Times 
2-5 p.m.- Enter drawing for 2 Chanhassen 

Dinner Theatre tickets. Get your 
holiday subscription special! 

Subway
Buy any 6” sub w/med. drink and 

get a free 6” sub of lessor or equal value

US Bank
9- 4 p.m.- Open House with refreshments 

Vandal's
3-5 p.m.- FREE slice of pizza and pop

Register to win $50 grocery gift certificate 
all day long! 

218 Off Sale
5-7 p.m.- Craft Beer Tasting 

& Craft Specials
Enter to win Craft Beer Club 
monthly pkg. for December. 

Women of Today Santa House-
2-5 p.m.- City Center 

Open House- 2-5 p.m.- Public Library

Wagon Rides- 5-7 p.m.- Main Street
Announce 2019 Scrooge- 5:30 p.m.- Prairie 
Home 
Snowball Toss- 6 p.m.- Contact B-Z 
Hardware for more details 
Wooden Nickel Toss- 6:30 p.m.- Main 
Street 
Carolers and Instrumentalists- 5-7 
p.m.- Main Street 
Snowballs will be randomly given out at the 
Holiday Dazzle 
Lucky numbered snowball drawings 
for BP Bucks-7 p.m.- Middle of Main 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE HOLIDAY DAZZLE  • Friday, Dec. 6  
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