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Star senior named 
Academic All-state

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

One of the star players 
from this year’s state 
champion Awesome 
Blossoms football team 
is being recognized with 

another major accom-
plishment.

Jarrett Larson, a 
starting offensive line 
and defensive line for 
Blooming Prairie, has 

Last clue revealed for 
BP Medallion hunt

The wonder radi-
ates all through 
the community 
of Blooming 
Prairie of who 
will be the 
lucky winner 
of this year’s 
medallion 
hunt. Perhaps 
a few creatures, 
and even a couple 
mice, are stirring 
in anticipation of the 
holidays, but please don’t 
let that stop you from 
pouncing on the lucky 
medallion.

Since Thanksgiv-
ing, the Blooming 

Prairie Cham-
ber has been 
supplying 
clues as to 
where the 
BP Me-
dallion is 
hidden. It’s 

likely that af-
ter this week’s 

clue, someone will 
emerge as the lucky win-
ner. After all, it’s the last 
clue. So here goes.

Early paper  
next two weeks

Because of Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day 
falling on our normal 
print days, the next two 
editions of the Steele 
County Times will be 
delivered early.

The Times will be 
dropped off at the U.S. 
Postal Service on Monday 
afternoon for delivery 
on Christmas Eve. Most 
readers should receive 
their newspapers on Dec. 
24, but ultimately that will 
depend on the Post Office.

The paper will also be 

available at news stands 
on Monday afternoon.

The same schedule will 
apply the following week 
for New Year’s. The paper 
will be available Monday, 
Dec. 30 with delivery on 
New Year’s Eve day.

The newspaper will 
return to its normal 
schedule for the Wednes-
day, Jan. 8 edition.

Thanks for your un-
derstanding and happy 
holidays!

Publisher Rick Bussler

Courtroom drama leads to prisoner escaping
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

A routine sentenc-
ing on a criminal 
vehicular operation 
case turned into being 
anything but normal 
in a Steele County 
courtroom last week.

The defendant, 
Adam John Flate-
graff, 27, of Albert 
Lea, openly ignored 
the judge’s order 
from the bench to not 
have contact with his 
girlfriend who was 
in the courtroom and 
eventually escaped 

from a sheriff’s 
deputy before fleeing 
out of the courthouse, 
launching a two-hour 
manhunt before he 
was captured again 
by area police officers. 
Flategraff now faces a 
new felony charge of 
escape from custody.

The drama began 
to unfold just after 
Judge Joseph Bueltel 
sentenced Flategraff 
for a 2017 criminal 
vehicular operation 
charge. After the judge 
remanded Flategraff 
into the custody of 
sheriff’s personnel, 

Flategraff asked if he 
could get a hug from 
his girlfriend. Bueltel 
told him, “No.” But 
Flategraff ignored 
the judge’s command, 
turned and hurried 
over to his girlfriend, 
leaned over the bench 
and kissed her.

A sheriff’s deputy 
grabbed Flategraff’s 
right arm, pulled 
him away from his 
girlfriend and sat him 
down in the front pew. 
The deputy then took 
Flategraff out of the 

SHOP WITH A COP

County approves 2020 tax levy, budget
BY CHRIS BALDWIN

STAFF WRITER

The Steele County Board 
of Commissioners officially 
set the 2020 tax levy and 
budget for the coming year 
during last week’s regular 
session and public hearing.

The resolution certified 
a tax levy of $25,697,008 
and a budget of $58,213,259 
for the 2020 year. The tax 
levy increased by a total of 
$911,923 at a rate of 3.7%. 
This fell below the county’s 
initial proposed increase of 
4% set in September of this 
year. The budget increased 
by $1,778,065, or 3.2%.

“It takes several months, 
we really start this back in 
May of each year,” Coun-
ty Administrator Scott 
Golberg said of the budget 
process. “Our department 

heads prepare their depart-
ment operation budgets, 
and they also provide 
inputs into our capital im-
provement budget and then 
those two are drafted.”

Throughout the year, the 
county works closely with 
each department to ensure 
that the budget will be suit-
able as well as fiscally re-
sponsible. “It’s really a team 
approach, our departments 
do a great job of presenting 
their budgets and working 
on them,” Golberg said.

“Areas where we 
experienced significant 
tax levy changes were 
MNPrairie, the Detention 
Center, Public Health, and 
Debt Service,” County 
Treasurer Cathy Piepho 
said. “All those total up to 
the roughly $911,000 for the 
levy increase.”

Piepho explained that 
there are basically four 
funds that the county 
levies for: General Gov-
ernment, Highway, Debt 
Service, and Capital 
Improvements. The Gen-
eral Government, which 
covers a vast swath of 
departments, increased by 
$613,591. This was by far 
the largest increase of the 
four funds.

“The biggest cut of your 
dollar goes towards public 
safety, which is about 35% 
of every dollar spent on in 
Steele County,” Piepho said. 
“We value public safety and 
it’s one of our priorities that 
people in Steele County are 
safe.” Another 21 cents of 
each dollar are spent on hu-
man services, 15 cents on 
general government, and 
highway at 11 ½ cents.

Between the six sur-
rounding counties, Steele 
County’s preliminary levy 
increase was the second 
lowest. “Minnesota counties 
reported preliminary tax 
levy increases anywhere 
from 1.3 to 11%,” Piepho ex-
plained. “Our preliminary 
levy we set at 4%.”

During the public hear-
ing, several members of 
the public gave input to the 
board, who listened to their 
feedback. Overall it was a 
tame session, with public 
input remaining positive. 
After receiving public 
comments and questions, 
the board moved to accept 
the resolution for the 2020 
budget and levy.

The next regular meeting 
of the Steele County Board 
of Commissioners is set for 
Thursday, Dec. 19 at 5 p.m.
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Steele County Chief Deputy Scott Hanson helps Daleyza Castillo pick out a gift.

 STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Blooming Prairie Police Chief Greg Skillestad helped Corbyn 
Gustafson pick out a shirt that would fit.

Youngsters buy 
presents with 

police, deputies
BY KAREN M. 
JORGENSEN

COUNTY WRITER

About two dozen young-
sters came to the Target 
in Owatonna last week to 
shop for Christmas gifts 
for siblings and parents as 
well as get something for 
themselves.

It was all part of the 
annual Shop with a Cop 
program.

Members of law enforce-
ment from the Steele Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office, Blooming 
Prairie Police Department 
and Owatonna Police De-
partment were on hand to 
accompany the youngsters 
as they went through the 
store looking for gifts.

Steele County law en-
forcement has been doing 
Shop with a Cop for about 
eight years, said Sheriff 
Lon Thiele.

The parents and the 
youngsters arrived at the 

SEE SHOP WITH A COP, A3

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Senior Jarrett 
Larson was a key 

factor in the success 
of the Awesome Blos-

soms’ state championship 
season. Now the Minnesota 
Football Coaches Associa-
tion is recognizing him as 
one of 14 Class A Academic 
All-State individuals.

SEE COURTROOM, A3John Flategraff
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OUR VIEW

Ellendale sale a welcome 
relief for taxpayers

It’s not prohibition, but rather a friendly sale that has caused the city-owned 
liquor establishment to cease in Ellendale.

Within the past two weeks, Ellendale city officials unloaded the elephant in their 
city operations: a liquor operation that tapped out the city’s general fund just to 
keep the doors open. The almost 50-year-old municipal liquor store was sold to a 
family-run business. The sale brings an end to municipal liquor operations dating 
back to the early 1970s.

In its heyday, the city-owned liquor store churned a big profit and it made sense 
for the city to be in the liquor business. But the store has fallen on hard times over 
the past decade as profits have shriveled up to big losses. In fact, the store has 
shown a profit for only two out of the past nine years. The losses have mounted to 
as much as $60,000 just in one year.

Last week, the Minnesota State Auditor released a report showing Minnesota 
municipal liquor stores posted record sales led by Lakeville with $15.28 million. 
However, the majority of the most profitable stores is in the Twin Cities metro area. 
It’s a much different story in outstate for smaller stores like Ellendale.

Only 19 metro cities run municipal liquor stores, but theirs are larger and more 
profitable than those in the rest of the state. Metro stores accounted for 35% of total 
sales and 38% of net profits last year, the report showed. There are 190 Minnesota 
cities that run their own liquor stores. Now, it’ll be down to 189 with Ellendale drop-
ping off that list.

There were 38 cities that reported losses in 2018, and Ellendale is included on 
that list. Ellendale had the seventh highest loss of any municipal in Minnesota in 
2018. Among the Greater Minnesota cities that posted losses last year, two-thirds 
have populations below 1,000.

The other area municipal in Medford showed a $17,000 profit in 2018, according 
to the report.

Ellendale did the right thing in selling the liquor store. It’s fortunate that Ellen-
dale was able to attract a privately run establishment. Finally, the store was sold to 
the family of its manager for the past several years. Many cities aren’t as lucky.

Stephanie Kibler, who serves on the city council, didn’t hold back when asked 
about the sale. “It was an albatross for us,” she admitted. She said the city was 
forced to take money from its general fund to keep the liquor store operating at the 
expense of other projects not getting done around the city. “We couldn’t do things 
for our park,” she pointed out as one example.

With Ellendale underperforming as a municipal liquor store mainly because of 
expenses out of the city’s control, it is a welcomed relief to take that burden away 
from taxpayers and focus on other essential expenses.

Stressed with  
the holiday push

I have officially gone 
into a panic.

Some promote give to 
the max this time of the 
year. I promote stressed 
to the max.

Christmas gifts to buy, 
presents to wrap, lights to 
string, tree to chop down 
and decorate, holiday 
cards to send, goodies to 
bake, parties to enjoy and 
the list is overwhelming.

For some reason, I just 
can’t seem to get ahead 
of the game this holiday 
season. I feel like I have 
been in a perpetual state 
of stress.

The calendar wasn’t 
in our favor this year. 
Thanksgiving was the lat-
est it can ever be, the 28th 
of month. For starters, 
that didn’t help matters 
one bit. I have this mental 
block in my mind that I 
can’t start with anything 
Christmas-related until 
after Thanksgiving. Well, 
by my accounts, that 
means I lost an entire 
week this year by doing 
so. Shame on me!

We had a live nativity 
event scheduled at our 
church a few weeks ago 
that I was really looking 
forward to attending. 

Sadly, I hate to admit, I 
was glad it was cancelled 
because of inclement 
weather. It gave me a few 
extra hours to tackle the 
above list.

What complicates my 
push toward being ready 
for the holidays is this 
week. Between the two 
newspapers in Steele and 
Dodge counties, I have to 
put together four newspa-
pers in five days because 
of early deadlines for 
next week. I feel like I’m 
suddenly running a daily 
newspaper operation. 
There goes whatever ex-
tra time I could have had 
for holiday preparations.

As I was editing this 
week’s paper, I came 
across the Steele Talkin 
column by Andrea Mar-

shall from Steele County 
Public Health. Just in the 
nick of time, she provides 
suggestions for helping us 
all deal with the inevita-
ble stress that comes with 
the holidays. Check out 
her column on Page 1B.

One of the suggestions 
she provides is taking a 
breather by listening to 
soothing music. That’s 
exactly what I have been 
trying to do over the past 
few weeks with holiday 
music playing in the 
background.

I’m sure I’m not alone 
in feeling the mounted 
stress and pressure this 
holiday season. I know 
this is easier said than 
done, but don’t let yourself 
get stressed out. Enjoy the 
season for what it is and 
embrace family members 
around you. The true 
meaning of Christmas is 
celebrating the birth of 
Jesus Christ and being 
together with family.

For me, it’s going to be 
a mad dash to the finish 
line on Christmas Eve. 
That’s only six days away.

Maybe once it comes 
I’ll go in hot pursuit of 
settling in for a long win-
ter’s nap.

Hot Pursuit 
RICK BUSSLER

Winning coach:  
God has a plan for us
A strong commit-

ment to his faith 
has been helpful 

in coaching young people, 
says Chad Gimbel, head 
coach of the Class 1A cham-
pionship football team, the 
Blooming Prairie Blossoms.

Coach Gimbel on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11 took 
time from his busy schedule 
as a coach and as a teacher 
to visit with confirmation 
students at First Lutheran 
Church.

The Rev. Heidi Heimgart-
ner, senior pastor at First 
Lutheran Church, moder-
ated a question and answer 
session with the coach of the 
Blossom football team.

Gimbel has been head 
football coach of the Blos-
soms for the past 23 years. 
The football championship 
his players earned was the 
first ever by a Blooming 
Prairie football squad.

Gimbel said he is “always 
learning” as a coach and 
learned how important his 
faith was when his son, Seth 
Peterson, broke a leg while 
playing football for his father. 
“I felt like something was 
taken away,” Gimbel said.

“Seth told me God had 
a plan for him and for me,” 
Gimbel said, fighting back 
emotions. Gimbel said Seth 
told him that God’s plan was 
to help the team by mento-
ring his successor Kaiden 
Thomas. “He indeed had 
a good perspective on this 
unforeseen development,” 
explained Gimbel.

Coach Gimbel said his 
faith began to grow by his 
involvement in a youth 
group at his home church in 
Browerville, Minn.

Challenging the confir-
mands to “build a unique 
you,” Gimbel said he had 
other words of wisdom, too:

• Put down the phone and 
learn how to read body 
language.
• Pick out someone you 
don’t want to disappoint.
Gimbel also quoted three 

processes to follow, sug-
gestions offered by college 
basketball coach Jimmy Val-
vano when he was fighting 
cancer. Those processes are: 
1) Laugh; 2) Think or medi-
tate and 3) Take time to cry.

“Why are you so awe-
some?” a confirmand asked 

Gimbel. “It’s because of 
good players and great 
assistants,” Gimbel replied. 
“I still can’t believe that 
we finally made it as state 
champions,” he added.

Talking more about his 
faith, Gimbel said he gives 
the team a motivational talk 
before a game and then had 
the players hold hands and 
pray The Lord’s Prayer.

Gimbel said he played 
on the Browerville football 
team but was not a good 
football player. “I was too 
small and too slow,” he 
grinned. Wrestling was his 
favorite sport. Gimbel also 
coaches wrestling for the 
Westfield team, consisting 
of Hayfield and Blooming 
Prairie athletes.

Gimbel said he grew up 
on a small hobby farm and 
rode Western Pleasure hors-
es. “That was not my favor-
ite thing but my sister loved 
horses and convinced me to 
ride, too,” Gimbel said. “We 
had cows, pigs and sheep on 

our farm,” he remarked.
Asked who his role model 

was as he grew up, Gimbel 
said it was his 73-year-old 
father. “He’s unselfish and 
cares about kids first,” Gim-
bel said.

Coach Gimbel also 
pointed to his high school 
football coach, Jerry Grand, 
as a mentor. “We only had 
28 kids on our team and 
I played in the line as a 
128-pounder,” he laughed.

Discipline was an import-
ant ingredient in his mentor’s 
coaching philosophy, Gimbel 
said. He further explained 
that he believes in discipline 
and encourages players to 
play to their ability. “Play 
the game the right way,” he 
challenges his athletes.

Gimbel said his players 
know when he is upset with 
a development in a game 

“because I don’t say any-
thing and the athletes know 
they are in trouble.”

The x’s and o’s of football 
are important to Gimbel 
who says he prefers running 
the offense and letting his 
assistants run the defense. 
“They (assistant coaches) 
made me look good,” he says.

He says his passion is 
coaching kids. “You can 
never prepare for that, and 
I am still learning how to 
motivate kids,” Gimbel says.

“You can’t treat everyone 
the same,” Gimbel empha-
sizes. “You have to look at 
each kid individually.”

Reflections 
HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Chad Gimbel, coach of the state champion football Blossoms 
team, spoke about his faith last week at First Lutheran Church 
in Blooming Prairie.

STAR SENIOR: named Academic All-state  FROM A1

been selected as one of 14 
Minnesota Class A Aca-
demic All-State individuals. 
Three other area players, 
Carter Kyllo of Hayfield in 
Class A and Zach Wetmore 
of Medford and Mason 
Ferber of NRHEG in Class 
AA, were also named to the 
special honor.

Head coach Chad Gimbel 
said he nominated Larson 
for his academic success 
as well as success on the 
gridiron this fall. Nomi-
nations are forwarded to 
a coaches panel through 
the Minnesota Football 
Coaches Association for 
final selection.

Requirements to become 
a member of the elite team 
are senior varsity letter-
man for the current season 
who is a starter, must have 
outstanding football and 
leadership ability plus aca-
demic excellence, must car-
ry 3.0 GPA in sophomore, 
junior and beginning of 
senior year and no eligibil-
ity penalties or infractions 
during high school career.

“I think the biggest 
thing that Jarrett rep-
resents to our football 
team is hard work paying 
off,” Gimbel said. “Jarrett 
works extremely hard at 
everything he does–in the 

classroom, in the weight 
room, on the football field, 
at home on the farm and 
volunteering,” he added.

Gimbel called Larson’s 
success a testament to his 
work ethic. “Everything 
Jarrett does, he does to 
the best of his ability, no 
shortcuts,” Gimbel said. “I 
hope every underclassmen 
looks at Jarrett’s example 
and follows what he has 
done. If they do that, we 
will continue to have very 
successful football teams, 
but also young adults doing 
great things outside of the 
school.”

As far as this year’s best 
football team in the school’s 
history, Larson said it has 
been extra special for him. 
“We have a really strong 
group of guys,” he said. 
“We have been playing 
together since fifth grade. 
That gave us the extra 
drive and motivation to get 
to the next level.”

Larson attributes the 
success of this year’s Blos-
soms team to the players 
trusting each other and 
playing for each other. He 
said the work and dedica-
tion put forth by this group 
of guys during the off-sea-
son led to their success this 
year. He noted that they 

were committed to early 
morning weight lifting 
throughout the year.

“We held each other 
accountable working out 
three days a week,” Lar-
son said. “The whole team 
really bought in,” he said, 
adding it’s not comparable 
to any other year.

In addition to football, 
Larson also plays basket-
ball and baseball, though 
he admits football is his fa-
vorite. Asked why he likes 
football, Larson replied: 
“It’s the best team sport 
there is for accountability, 
teamwork and trust.”

Larson is well above the 
minimum requirement for 
the award as he carries a 
3.8 GPA. During his senior 
year, he is taking calcu-
lus, English 12, art, social 
studies and industrial 
trades, which he considers 
his favorite class. “I like 
building stuff,” Larson 
said. “Anything hands-on 
is interesting to me.”

Following graduation 
next spring, Larson plans 
to go into either ag engi-
neering or ag business. He 
is still undecided about 
which college he will 
attend. After all, he’s had 
a little bit of football on his 
mind lately.
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Lawns to legumes
BY JULIE WANOUS

Recently, I received 
information on a “Lawns to 
Legumes” class offered in 
Rochester–for free!–on how 
to transform your lawn 
into a more bee-friendly 
one. As I am a hobby bee-
keeper and always wanting 
to learn more about bees, 
I signed up for the class! 
Whether it explored honey 
bees or bees native to Min-
nesota, I was eager to learn 
from them, as both species 
are important to our world.

While waiting for the 
class to begin, I paged 
through some of the many 
handouts available outside 
the classroom, finding 
that we’d be focusing on 
bees native to our region, 
more specifically the Rusty 
Patched bumblebee, Min-
nesota’s state bee! Through 
a joint effort, the Minneso-
ta Board of Water and Soil 
Resources (BWSR), Metro 
Blooms, and the non-profit 
Blue Thumb were able to 
offer this class. Though 
this was only the second 
time it was presented, the 
sponsoring organizations 
expect to present 30 more 
classes over the next 3 
years to create more habi-
tat for our native bees.

When we think of bees 
pollinating plants, quite 
often our mind goes direct-
ly to honey bees and the 
challenges they face with 
Colony Collapse Disorder 
(CCD). In doing this, we 
don’t consider the numer-
ous other pollinators im-
portant to our distinctive 
regions, such as our Rusty 
Patched bumblebee, which 
the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) lists as an 
endangered species.

With a single queen and 
female worker, the Rusty 
Patched bumblebee lives 
in colonies underground. 
Producing new queens and 
males in the late summer, 
the colony necessitates a 
late-season food source. 
You can identify the bum-
blebee by its black head, 
and males and workers 
bear a rusty patch on their 
backs, inspiring its name. 
If ever in doubt about any 

bee in your yard, there 
are several websites and 
apps available, including 
bumbleebeewatch.org, 
that allow you to upload a 
photo directly from your 
smartphone and will then 
identify the bee for you.

As explained to me in 
the “Lawns and Legumes” 
class, the Rusty Patched 
bumblebee could be found 
throughout the entire state 
of Minnesota. However, 
as we transformed grass-
lands into roads, cities, 
and farmland, we changed 
their habitat. Diseases and 
pesticides also threaten the 
bumblebee; these factors, 
in addition to a few others, 
contribute to the decline of 
all our native bees.

What can I do as a home-
owner to help the bee popula-
tion? I was relieved to hear 
that the class organizers 
were not asking me to till 
up my entire yard and plant 
native-blooming gardens: 
that is not a very practical 
approach. But, they did 
encourage us to plant small 
plots, about 10 square feet in 
size, as a stopping garden for 
bees. Buzzing about, bees 
expend a great amount of 
energy flying long distances 
between food sources. If 
small stopping gardens were 
planted, it would provide an 
opportunity for bees to rest 
and forage in your garden 
until it moves onto another 
food source. Thus, more 
food and habitat creates 
healthier bees.

Well-planned native 
gardens–with taller plants 
to the middle or back of 
the garden and shorter 
plants to the front and 
outer edges–have more 
visual appeal than a wild 
mixture of plants, which 
often look more like weed 
patches. Trust me, I’ve 
made this mistake in my 
own yard! Come spring, I’ll 
be digging and rearranging 
of plants to create a more 
appealing garden. Ear-
ly-spring bloomers, such as 
columbine, wild ginger, and 
wild geranium, serve as a 
great food source for the 
bees that emerge from the 
ground in April and May. 
Necessary as a winter food 

source, late bloomers in-
clude bee balm, aster, and 
turtlehead. On the Blue 
Thumb website, there is a 
great list of native plants, 
both woody plant materi-
als, as well as perennials.

If you have a larger acre-
age, planting a meadow of 
natives is also encouraged. 
However, it will entail more 
work keeping ahead of tree 
saplings and invasive weeds 
from moving into your 
meadow, especially while 
first establishing it. Weed-
ing out saplings and digging 
up invasive species takes 
persistence and muscle but 
has its rewards with the 
abundance of bees, birds, 
and wildlife you will have 
living in your meadow.

To slow down runoff and 
create habitats for native 
pollinators, well-planned 
and well-maintained rain 
gardens are also encour-
aged. Online, you can find 
many helpful tools and 
instructions on how to 
properly install a rain gar-
den; simply search up rain 
gardens or go to bluethumb.
org for more help.

During the class, the 
instructors also encouraged 
us to apply for financial 
assistance when preparing 
to install native gardens. 
You can apply for cost-share 
on bluethumb.org; there 
you can also find a wealth 
of information to aid you in 
planning your project. How-
ever, as of when this was 
written, Blue Thumb’s web-
site is being redeveloped, 
so, if not successful the first 
time, try again later.

While contemplating 
improvements or chang-
es to your yard for next 
year this winter, consider 
adding a small area of 
Minnesota’s native plants. 
Whether you have a sunny 
or shady yard, there are a 
variety of plants suitable 
for your own yard type that 
will help build a healthier 
native bee population, spe-
cifically that of the Rusty 
Patched bumblebee. Bee 
healthy, bee happy in 2020.

Julie Wanous is a 
master gardener in Steele 
County.

Winter mess, 
crashes lead to 
closure of I-35

Last week’s winter mess 
created a roadway mess that 
involved the closure of In-
terstate 35 in Steele County.

On Thursday, Dec. 12, 
the State Patrol handled a 
multi-car and truck pile-up 
on I-35 south of Owatonna 
around 9:20 a.m. In all, 20 
vehicles were involved as 
well as six jackknifed semis.

According to the patrol, 
a trooper was assisting 

with a vehicle in the center 
median near I-35 and Hwy. 
14 interchange when the 
chain reaction began of 
many other vehicles. While 
the trooper was on scene, a 
second vehicle went into the 
center median behind him.

The patrol said 20 pas-
senger cars and six jack-
knifed semis were involved 
in separate crashes that led 
to closing the interstate. 

No serious injuries were 
reported.

I-35 was reopened at 
12:35 p.m.

All crashes are current-
ly under investigation, the 
patrol said.

Assisting the patrol at 
the crashes were MnDOT, 
Steele County Sheriff’s 
Office, Owatonna Fire 
Department and Mayo 
Ambulance.

Public 
safety info 
to appear 
next week

Because of early 
deadlines with the 
holidays, the bulk of 
this week’s public safety 
information will not 
appear until the Dec. 25 
edition.

The court news, blot-
ter information, arrests 
and warrants will all 
appear in next week’s 
paper. Please be assured 
that none of the infor-
mation will be missed.

We appreciate your 
patience and under-
standing over the next 
few weeks.

Publisher Rick 
Bussler

courtroom and down the 
stairs to the first floor. As 
the two got to the front 
door of the Bailiff’s office, 
Flategraff turned and ran 
down the stairs and out 
the emergency door at the 
bottom of the stairs.

Owatonna Police 
joined the sheriff’s office 
in searching the area for 
Flategraff, who was last 
seen running south past 
the county attorney’s 
office on Cedar Avenue. 
Faribault Police also re-
sponded with a K-9 unit.

The K-9 track ended in 
the area of the 100 block 
of School Street East. Offi-
cers received permission 
from the renter to search 
the property. The renter 
told police the attached ga-
rage was locked and isn’t 
normally locked. Police 
used a pocket knife to pop 
the door open. Officers 
searched the garage and 
no one was located.

Police continued to 
search the same area with 
the renter again consenting 
for officers to search the 
apartment and garage. 
Officers announced for 
Flategraff to come out or 
the K-9 would bite him. 
Shortly after the K-9 went 
into the garage to search, 
officers heard a man groan-
ing. They found the K-9 
biting Flategraff, who was 

on the floor hiding in the 
northwest corner. He had a 
tan sheet covering him up.

Prior to escaping, 
Flategraff appeared before 
Judge Bueltel for a Feb. 
25, 2017 case in which he 
caused gross negligence of 
great bodily harm during 
a traffic crash on Inter-
state 35 near Ellendale. 
Flategraff was operating 
a semi-tractor trailer that 
crashed into five cars on 
an ice and snow covered 
roadway.

During a post-crash 
inspection, the State Patrol 
retrieved the event record-
er data from Flategraff’s 
semi. The data indicated 
Flategraff was traveling 47-
50 mph from 1-10 seconds 
prior to the chain-reaction 
crash, which was started 
by Flategraff’s semi. Upon 
the heavy brake applica-
tion at the 1 second mark 
after brakes were applied, 
Flategraff was still travel-
ing 35 mph. The patrol also 
determined after Flate-
graff applied his brakes, it 
took 11 seconds to come to 
final rest.

Flategraff told troopers 
that he had looked over 
at his GPS unit just prior 
to the crash. Flategraff 
said he looked at the GPS 
for “like two seconds.” 
He also acknowledged to 
investigators that he knew 

the road was icy just past 
Owatonna as he was head-
ing southbound.

A 32-year-old man 
suffered a brain bleed with 
traumatic brain injury 
along with many other inju-
ries as a result of the crash.

Patrol investigators 
determined the crash was 
entirely the result of Flate-
graff’s driving demeanor. 
He admitted to investiga-
tors that the roads were 
bad, admitted the road 
south of Owatonna had ice 
in both lanes and acknowl-
edged he’d been passing 
traffic traveling slower 
than he preferred.

The patrol investigator 
concluded, “Everyone but 
Flategraff clearly recog-
nized the threat ahead. 
Everyone but Flategraff 
slowed their vehicles. Had 
Flategraff’s attention been 
focused on his surrounds, 
current road conditions 
and he’d of driven at a 
speed with which he could 
have safely stopped his 
semi, then this crash would 
never have happened.”

The maximum sen-
tence for the new escape 
from custody charge is 
five years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine.

He is currently locked 
up in the Steele Coun-
ty Detention Center on 
$50,000 bail.

GUEST COLUMN 

Domestic violence 
leads to man’s arrest
A man has 

been charged 
with felony 
assault in 
connection 
with a domestic 
disturbance in 
Owatonna.

Franklin 
Powell, 45, of 
Owatonna, 
faces second-de-
gree assault with a dan-
gerous weapon and two 
counts of domestic assault, 
which are all felonies.

Police received a 911 
call to a residence on East 
Fremont for an assault 
involving a knife and that 
a gun may be involved 
Wednesday, Dec. 11. In 
light of the information 
received, police diverted 
traffic around Fremont for 
the interest of public safety 

and to allow offi-
cers to negotiate 
with Powell to 
come out of the 
house.

A short time 
later, Powell vol-
untarily came out 
of the residence 
and was taken 
into custody.

Police learned 
a dispute took place 
inside the home between 
Powell and a woman. Ac-
cording to police, Powell 
allegedly grabbed the 
woman by her hair and 
punched her. Powell is ac-
cused of pulling a pocket 
knife on the victim and 
another occupant and 
waving it at them.

Powell has two previous 
felony domestic assault 
convictions in Rice County.

CRIME BRIEF 

Franklin Powell

SHOP WITH A COP: Youngsters  
buy presents with police, deputies  FROM A1

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
While waiting his turn to go shopping with an office, Zander Moriarity gets a sandwich 
donated to the event by Jimmy John’s in Owatonna. 

 STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Steele County Sheriff’s Office deputy checked in at the Shop with a Cop event at the Owa-
tonna Target last week. Each law enforcement officer was matched with a youngster to 
help them look for Christmas gifts.

Target shortly before 5 
p.m. Wednesday. After the 
parents filled out some fi-
nal paperwork, half of the 
youngsters were paired 
with an officer to begin 
their shopping excursion. 
While the first group went 
shopping the second group 
was treated to a sandwich 
supper courtesy of the 
Owatonna Jimmy John’s.

When the first group 
finished shopping they 
were directed to two 
check-out lines where the 
total of their purchases 
were added up. The first 
group then went back to 
the starting point where 

they enjoyed their food 
while the second group of 
youngsters was paired up 
with officers and headed 
out to shop.

The event was a cooper-
ative effort between Steele 
County law enforcement 
agencies and the Salvation 
Army along with Target 
and Jimmy John’s.

Tom Kuelbs, regional 
manager for the Salvation 
Army, said the money for 
the shopping trip came 
from Salvation Army kettle 
donations as well as a grant 
from the Target Corp. Jim-
my John’s donated the food 
for the event, he said.

Each child was allowed 
to spend $50 on clothing 
for themselves as well as 
$75 for toys and gifts for 
siblings and parents.

The officers had infor-
mation with them about 
the child they were with 
and their siblings so they 
could help the children in 
making their purchases.

The event helps the 
youngsters be able to buy 
presents for their family, 
get some new clothing 
for themselves and also 
it helps reacquaint them 
with police officers in a 
friendly environment, said 
Kuelbs.

COURTROOM DRAMA:  
leads to prisoner escaping  FROM A1

LAST CLUE: revealed for BP Medallion hunt  FROM A1

This week’s clue:
This last clue might be 

the ticket
Don’t get lost
Hunt at all cost
Get in high gear
What a way to end the 

year!
Previous clues include: 

Clue #1- 2019 Medallion 

hunt is here. Whether 
working or playing, the 
medallion could be near. 
Go out and look and have 
no fear; Clue #2- Big or 
small, short or tall, the 
entrance to the hunt is 
open to all; Clue #3- Walk 
the path, do the math, the 
medallion is near, if you 

find it we will cheer!
The winner should 

contact Becky Noble at 
the Chamber Office. The 
winning prize is $50 in 
BP Bucks and a subscrip-
tion to the Steele County 
Times.

Good luck in your holi-
day ventures!
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Why the 
Risk of Heart 
Attack Rises  
in Winter

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ve read that people with heart problems need to be 

extra careful during the winter months because heart 
attacks are much more common. Why is this?

Cautions Senior

Dear Cautious,
Everyone knows winter is cold and flu season, but 

many don’t know that it’s also the prime season for 
heart attacks too, especially if you already have heart 
disease or have suffered a previous heart attack. Here’s 
what you should know, along with some tips to help you 
protect yourself.

In the U.S., the risk of having a heart attack during 
the winter months is twice as high as it is during the 
summertime. Why? There are a number of factors, and 
they’re not all linked to cold weather. Even people who 
live in warm climates have an increased risk. Here are 
the areas you need to pay extra attention to this winter.

Cold temperatures: When a person gets cold, the 
body responds by constricting the blood vessels to help 
the body maintain heat. This causes blood pressure to 
go up and makes the heart work harder. Cold tempera-
tures can also increase levels of certain proteins that 
can thicken the blood and increase the risk for blood 
clots. So, stay warm this winter, and when you do have 
to go outside, make sure you bundle up in layers with 
gloves and a hat, and place a scarf over your mouth and 
nose to warm up the air before you breathe it in.

Snow shoveling: Studies have shown that heart at-
tack rates jump dramatically in the first few days after 
a major snowstorm, usually a result of snow shoveling. 
Shoveling snow is a very strenuous activity that raises 
blood pressure and stresses the heart. Combine those 
factors with the cold temperatures and the risks for 
heart attack surges. If your sidewalk or driveway needs 
shoveling this winter, hire a kid from the neighborhood 
to do it for you, or use a snow blower. Or, if you must 
shovel, push rather than lift the snow as much as possi-
ble, stay warm, and take frequent breaks.

New Year’s resolutions: Every Jan. 1, millions of 
people join gyms or start exercise programs as part of 
their New Year’s resolution to get in shape, and many 
overexert themselves too soon. If you’re starting a new 
exercise program this winter, take the time to talk to 
your doctor about what types and how much exercise 
may be appropriate for you.

Winter weight gain: People tend to eat and drink 
more and gain more weight during the holiday season 
and winter months, all of which are hard on the heart 
and risky for someone with heart disease. So, keep a 
watchful eye on your diet this winter and avoid binging 
on fatty foods and alcohol.

Shorter days: Less daylight in the winter months 
can cause many people to develop “seasonal affective 
disorder” or SAD, a wintertime depression that can 
stress the heart. Studies have also looked at heart at-
tack patients and found they usually have lower levels 
of vitamin D (which comes from sunlight) than people 
with healthy hearts. To boost your vitamin D this 
winter, consider taking a supplement that contains be-
tween 1,000 and 2,000 international units (IU) per day.

Flu season: Studies show that people who get flu 
shots have a lower heart attack risk. It’s known that 
the inflammatory reaction set off by a flu infection can 
increase blood clotting which can lead to heart attacks 
in vulnerable people. So, if you haven’t already done 
so this year, get a flu shot for protection. And, if you’ve 
never been vaccinated for pneumococcal pneumonia, 
you should consider getting these two shots (given 12 
months apart) too.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit Savvy-
Senior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

History from the News Archives
10 Years Ago

Dec. 22, 2009
RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

For the last five years, Blooming 
Prairie Librarian Nancy Vaillancourt 
has been researching the Klu Klux 
Klan in the Blooming Prairie area 
from 90 years ago. Her interest was 
sparked by her grandfather’s experi-
ences with the KKK in Winona County 
in the early 1920s. She plans to write a 
book once her research is completed.

A house fire in Blooming Prairie 
sent several family members and a 
police officer to the hospital and left a 
family temporarily without a place to 
live. Blooming Prairie Fire respond-
ed to a kitchen fire at the Paula Sime 
residence at the end of Central Park on 
First Street at 5:30 p.m. Sunday. Officer 
Mark Lang arrived and used his fire 
extinguisher to put of the flames in the 
kitchen. Sime and her two adult sons 
as well as Officer Lang were treated 
at the hospital for smoke inhalation. 
Damage was estimated at $15,000.

A Dodge County man will spend 
the rest of his life in prison after a 
jury convicted him of first-degree 
murder in the death of a Claremont 
man. Danny Ortega Jr. was found 
guilty on all four murder charges 
against him in Dodge County. Judge 
Lawrence Aagerter handed down the 
mandatory life in prison without pa-
role sentence. Ortega Jr. killed Troy 
Ulrich in Claremont just hours after 
Ulrich’s birthday in February 2008.

Blooming Prairie Schools has 
implemented School Messenger to 
assist in notifying staff and parents 
of weather-related cancellations and 
emergencies. School Messenger is a 
company that delivers voice, email 
and SMS messages. The school has 
already used it twice with fantastic 
results.

20 Years Ago
Dec. 21, 1999

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

Robert and Donna Turnmire were 
the “Famous Twins” after heart 
bypass surgeries at St. Mary’s Hos-

pital. Both are recovering at home in 
rural Blooming Prairie. The couple 
both are recuperating from coronary 
bypass surgery less than a month 
ago. Today they celebrate being alive 
because each knows it could have 
easily been just the opposite.

The City of Blooming Prairie’s 
plans for inspecting homes for illegal 
sump pump connections has got off 
to a rousing start, according to city 
administrator Mike Rietz. He told the 
city council 209 inspection notices 
were sent last month and the “phone 
has been ringing off the hook” at the 
waste water treatment plant where 
appointments are being made.

Blooming Prairie Police and Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office received an 
additional $1,000 to help pay for costs 
associated with their Safe and Sober 
campaign. A couple months ago the 
two police agencies received $23,000 
from the Minnesota Department 
of Public Safety to combat speed 
violators, drunk drivers and seat belt 
violators.

Tom Jensen, a maintenance 
employee at Tandem Products, was 
voted the Quality Person of the Year 
for 1999. Jensen received a bonus 
check from maintenance supervisor 
Charlie Johnson.

50 Years Ago
Dec. 17, 1969

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

In the spirit of Christmas, this 
year the Blooming Prairie Chapter 
of Future Farmers of America will 
help in the annual drive for gifts to 
be distributed to mentally challenged 
people throughout the state who are 
in institutions. Named as chairman 
of the drive is Robert Schlicting of 
rural Austin.

The Blooming Prairie School 
Board at its regular meeting Dec. 
9 received and then awarded con-
tracts to replace windows in the 
1921 elementary building at a cost of 
$10,263. The contract was awarded to 
a company out of St. Cloud.

Steele County commissioners 
approved subsidies for three separate 
ambulance services in the county in 

the total of $15,000. The county plan 
would allocate $9,000 for the City of 
Owatonna, $3,600 for the Village of 
Ellendale and $2,400 for the Village of 
Blooming Prairie.

Arrangements have been com-
pleted for Santa Claus to make his 
traditional visit in Blooming Prairie 
on Saturday, Dec. 20. Old St. Nick will 
arrive at the Community Building 
in Blooming Prairie and distribute 
treats to all children 8 years of age 
and younger. In another holiday-re-
lated note, Blooming Prairie stores 
will remain open until 9 p.m. Dec. 
17-20 and 22-23 for the convenience 
of Christmas shoppers. Local mer-
chants report that they still have a 
large variety of ideal Christmas gifts 
and area residents are urged to do 
their shopping locally.

75 Years Ago
Dec. 21, 1944

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

The annual meeting of the First 
Lutheran Church held at the church 
building on Dec. 13 elected new offi-
cers. Trustee for three years will be 
Emil Ingvalson while M.B. Johnson 
will serve as secretary and G.R. 
Johnson as treasurer. The organist is 
Mrs. Palmer Peterson.

A Holiday Message from publisher 
Frank Krejci to readers: The true 
meaning of Christmas… its spirit 
of friendliness and good will… are 
most deeply appreciated in times like 
these. But as we enter this holiday 
season, we’re cheered by brighter 
prospects of better days ahead. As 
it carries on with the tasks of today, 
America builds for tomorrow with 
firm determination to preserve the 
free way of life her men have fought 
for. Our sincere thanks for your 
understanding, cooperation and 
tolerance. May your Christmas be 
filled with good cheer… your New 
year with abundant good health and 
success.

Another Blooming Prairie son has 
paid the supreme sacrifice as a result 
of wounds received in action on the 
German front. Pfc. Lester N. Hanson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Gust Hanson, 
passed away Nov. 25.

Association of Townships 
offers scholarships for juniors

The Minnesota Associ-
ation of Townships (MAT) 
is proud to announce its 
2020 Scholarship Program, 
which will award up to five 
$2,000 scholarships to high 
school juniors. This is an 
increased amount from 
previous years.

All students currently 
enrolled in 11th grade and 
attending a Minnesota 
public, private, or parochi-
al school, or a home-study 
program, are eligible to 
apply for this program. 
Since its inception in 2001, 
the MAT Scholarship 
Program has had almost 
2,000 submissions and 82 
winners.

Applicants should 
submit a written essay on 
the theme of MAT’s 2020 
Education Conference, 
“Township Day,” by May 
1. Winners will be chosen 
by an independent panel of 
judges and will be notified 
by Oct. 1. They will also 
be invited to attend MAT’s 

Awards Banquet in St. 
Cloud on Nov. 20.

For more information 
and application details, 
please call the MAT offices 
at 1-800-228-0296 or visit 
www.mntownships.org.

“Townships are proud 
to offer the Scholarship 
Program, and encourage 
as many high school ju-
niors as possible to apply, 
whether they are from 
the largest cities or from 
smaller rural areas. We 
know the MAT Scholar-
ship Program has made 
a real difference for our 
recipients in furthering 
their education. It is also 
an opportunity for learn-
ing about township gov-
ernment, which embody 
the values of “grassroots 
government” where local 
citizens directly partici-
pate,” said MAT Executive 
Director David Hann.

There are approxi-
mately 914,174 township 
residents in 1,781 town-

ships in Minnesota. 
Townships exist in every 
area of the state, includ-
ing the metropolitan area. 
Some, with populations of 
more than 1,000, function 
in much the same way as 

a small city. While many 
townships remain rural 
agricultural centers, 
other host a variety of 
residential, light com-
mercial, and industrial 
development.

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Now through Feb. 22, 2020!

“A HUGE hit…
Can’t wait to return!”

– KARE 11

Michelle Barber, 
Kersten Rodau, 
Therese Walth

“‘MY, MY,’
I can’t 

resist it!”
– WCCO TV
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Legacy Monument Sales
Leon & Lori Bohlman

Leon’s cell: 507-456-7864 • Lori’s cell: 507-456-3735
Email: landlbo@gmail.com

Low down payments & financing option available

We will meet with you in your home.  
Preserving Memories and Milestones that meant 

the most to you in your life because you mattered.

Written lifetime guarantee on all our granite monuments!
Always exceptional quality!

www.
steeledodgenews

.com

Serving Blooming Prairie and Four-County Area

All your
local news,
Fit to click!

Always local, 
all the time. 
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|TWO FRONT TEETH PROMO

LISTEN UP, SANTA!LISTEN UP, SANTA!
“All I want for  

Christmas is my 2  
(or more) front teeth!”

“All I want for  
Christmas is my 2  

(or more) front teeth!”
BLOOMING PRAIRIE KIDS ARE HOPING FOR A MIRACLE 
THIS YEAR IN FINDING SOME TEETH TO FILL A COUPLE 

HOLES ON THEIR FACES!

This message sponsored by these businesses that are committed to keeping kids’ teeth healthy

Adam Gardner
Kindergarten

Crosby Anderson
Kindergarten

Noah Johnson
First Grade

Lyllian Peterson
First Grade

Ava Bergeron
Second Grade

Rowdy Slowinski
Kindergarten

Raelynn Mullenbach
First Grade

Andi Klemmensen
First Grade

Knox Bartlett
First Grade

Cooper Weinberger
Bridges

Harper Hansen
First Grade

Joey Mueller
Kindergarten

Landon Miller
First Grade

Eli Peterson
Kindergarten

Sierra Stangl
First Grade

Zane Johnson 
Second Grade

Alayna Srsen
First Grade

Beau Johnson
Kindergarten

Mark Romeo
First Grade

Kaleb Svoboda 
Second Grade

Jaelah Feyereisn
First Grade

Cassadee Wilkemeyer
Kindergarten

CALL
TODAY

Dr. Darrin L. King
Orthodontic Specialist

Adult or Teen

  Exceptional Results
& Best Fee Guarantee

Did you know AGE 7 is the recommended age for

A Child’s First
Orthodontic
Evaluation?

    Schedule your child’s
FREE smile evaluation now!

Rochester
507.424.3632

Faribault
507.332.0022

Owatonna
507.446.9000

KingBraces.com

405 E. Main Street • Blooming Prairie
583-2141

At Main Street Dental Clinics, we strive to deliver you with a unique 
and comfortable patient experience. Our patients are our highest 

priority, and your dental needs are important to us. We will listen to 
your needs and treat you with respect and compassion.
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A great resource 
for area seniors
Last month I wrote 

about social infrastructure 
and how libraries fill a 
need for people to connect. 
We here at the Blooming 
Prairie Branch Library 
hope that you feel comfort-
able coming to the library. 
Today I would like to focus 
on how the library serves 
and connects the seniors 
in the area.

Seniors can often feel 
isolated and alone which can lead to depression and 
poor physical health. It is so easy, especially during 
the long, dark days of winter, to stay home and do 
nothing. Many seniors do not like to be out at night, 
so the library will again be offering afternoon movies 
beginning in January. We are planning to have a new 
Arm Chair Travel series that will introduce us to 
new places around the world. Each January we offer 
a Computer Class designed specifically for seniors so 
you can find out how to connect in this techie world. 
Deliveries are also available for seniors who live with-
in the city limits. The library is also a great place to 
read the newspaper and visit with others.

The Friends of the Library welcome new members 
and offer opportunities to volunteer at events or with 
special projects. We are currently sewing Boomerang 
Bags and could use more help to build up our stockpile 
before we begin giving them out in January. Some 
volunteers help put books away or help with decorat-
ing the library.

Whatever needs you or your senior relative have, 
let the library help out with programs, information, 
and other resources. Call for more information at 507-
583-7750.

As you plan your holiday activities, please note 
that we will be open on Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, from 
10 a.m. to noon. We will be closed all day on Dec. 25, 
Christmas Day, and then open with regular hours on 
Thursday, Dec. 26.

BP Elementary
Dec. 19- All American burger, hot ham and cheese 
flatbread, California blend vegetable.
Dec. 20- Cheese pizza, corn dog, corn.
Dec. 23- Christmas Break begins

BP High 
School

Dec. 19- Chicken fried 
rice, California blend 
vegetable, bread stick, 
BBQ rib sandwich, pop-
corn chicken bowl.
Dec. 20- Cheesy Italian 
flatbread, broccoli salad, 
hotdog on whole grain 
bun, build your own sub.
Dec. 23- Christmas 
Break begins.

Oscar Dalle, 80, Owatonna
Oscar “O.D.” Dalle, 80, of Owatonna, died on Dec. 11, 

2019 peacefully surrounded by family at Homestead 
Hospice House in Owatonna.

Funeral Mass was Tuesday, 
Dec. 17, 2019 at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, Owatonna, with Rev. John 
Sauer presiding. The Owatonna 
Knights of Columbus recited the 
Rosary at the funeral home on 
Monday night. Burial with Military 
Rites will take place at Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery in Minneapolis.

Born Oscar George Dalle in 
Clifton Township, rural Marshall, 
Minn., on Jan. 18, 1939 the son of 

Gaston and Anna (Sinave) Dalle. Oscar graduated from 
Minneota High School. He continued his education at 
the University of Minnesota in Agricultural Economics.

He was united in marriage to Sylvia Vizenor on Oct. 
14, 1961 at Our Lady of Victory in Minneapolis. Shortly 
after O.D. enlisted in the Army serving from 1961–1964 
and was honorably discharged as a SP4 E-4. The couple 
made their home in Minneapolis before moving to 
Owatonna. O.D. worked for the Owatonna Canning 
Company for over 40 years and retired as the Direc-
tor of Operations, a career of dedicated service to the 
company that O.D. loved. He was a member of Sacred 
Heart Church and the Owatonna Knights of Columbus 
Council #945.

O.D. is survived by his loving wife, of 58 years, 
Sylvia; children, Julie (Bruce) Nasser of Maplewood, 
John Dalle of El Centro, Calif., Kim (Rick) Degen of 
Owatonna, Kathy (Jon) Ballou of Alexandria; grand-
children, Anthony, Alex, Danika, Annamarie, Taelynn, 
Samantha, Jack, Katina, Josh, Emma, Jonathon, Kalia; 
siblings, Bertha Bottelberghe, Leona McDougall, An-
drew Dalle, LaMonde Dalle, as well as many nieces and 
nephews.

O.D. is preceded in death by Albert Dalle, Hector 
Dalle, Louis Dalle, George Dalle Jr., Martha Dalle and 
Maggie Maserek.

Memorials may be directed to the Homestead Hospice 
Patient Care Fund.

For more information or to leave an online condo-
lence message go to www.brick-megerfuneralhome.com.

Home Ec group 
offers scholarship

The Steele County Home 
Economics Association is 
offering its Jean and Jessie 
Partridge Memorial Schol-
arship.

The $500 scholarship is 
offered to individuals ma-
joring in home economics, 
family consumer sciences 
or related fields (consum-
er sciences, textiles, food 
science, child development 

and parenting, housing and 
family social sciences) at 
any accredited college or 
university. Eligible stu-
dents must have completed 
two years in the major.

For more information, 
please call Judie Buerman 
at 507-451-2537 or Barbara 
Paulson at 507-451-9686. 
The deadline for applica-
tions is Feb. 15.

COMMUNITY

BOOK NOOKOBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS
DEC. 16

LAVERNE JOHNSON
BRENNEN TOQUAM

KEITH HOLMAN
DEVIN ZILM

WALLY WILKE 
NORMA HENEFIELD

DEC. 17
MARIESA ROSSOW

JESSICA ALWES
JEAN PETERSON

TIM PIRKL
DOROTHY PETERSON

VIOLET LANE
HOLLY VOGT

DEC. 18 
ERIN NAATZ

AMY DOERHOEFER
LAYLA COLEMAN

HENRY POST
KAYLIN WOLF

DEC. 19 
AVA LEA 

ELIJAH ADAMS

DEC. 20 
KAY NOBLE

JARED SCHEWE
EASTON VALEK
JAS HOLLAND 

DEC. 21
SAM ESPLAN 

MICHELLE WALLACE
AMANDA SCHIEFERT

DEC. 22 
SHARON LEA

LYNNAE NELSON
PAUL HEIMGARTNER

GAGE EDWARD NELSON
DOREEN BLOME
LISA ANDERSON

ANNIVERSARIES
DEC. 15

TODD & ERICA NELSON

DEC. 21
TOM & CHRIS BUTLER

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

1. In a skillet, heat 1 tablespoon of  the olive oil over medium-high 
heat. Add beef, in batches, and cook, stirring, adding more oil as 
necessary, until browned, about 4 minutes per batch. Transfer to slow 
cooker stoneware as completed.
2. Reduce heat to medium. Add onions and garlic to pan and cook, 
stirring, until onions are softened, about 3 minutes. Add cumin, 
thyme, lemon zest, if  using, salt, and peppercorns and cook, stirring, 
for 1 minute. Add beef  stock, wine, tomatoes with juice, and bay leaves 
and bring to a boil. Add to slow cooker and stir well.
3. Cover and cook on low for 6 hours or on high for 3 hours, until 
mixture is bubbly and beef  is tender. Stir in roasted peppers, olives 
and parsley. Cover and cook on high for 15 minutes, until peppers are 
heated through. Discard bay leaves.

Recipe

Corner

Makes 8 servings

2 pounds trimmed 
stewing beef, cut 
into 1-inch cubes and 
patted dry

2 tablespoons olive oil, 
divided

2 onions, chopped
4 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons ground 

cumin (see note 2 
below)

1 teaspoon dried thyme
1 teaspoon grated 

lemon zest (optional)
1⁄2 teaspoon salt

1⁄2 teaspoon cracked 
black peppercorns

1 cup beef stock
1⁄2 cup dry red wine
1 14-ounce can no-salt-

added diced tomatoes, 
including juice

2 bay leaves
2 roasted red bell 

peppers, thinly sliced, 
then cut into 1-inch 
pieces

1⁄2 cup sliced pitted green 
olives

1⁄2 cup finely chopped 
parsley leaves

Mediterranean 
Beef Ragoût

Sponsored by: Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

STOCKING STUFFERS AND 
GREAT GIFT IDEAS! 

Biofreeze Pain Relief Products • Massage Tools 
Custom Orthotics • Flaxseed Comfort Packs • Hot/Cott Packs 

Professional MY Pillow w/10 yr. Wamnty • Back Supports 

Also, buy 3 massage gift 
certificates & receive a FREE 

small Flaxseed Comfort Pack 
Dec. 16-24, 2019 

ALL ITEMS 
1 S°lo OFF 

Dec. 16-24, 2019 

PRAIRIE FAMILY & SPORTS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

344 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie 
583-2271 or toll free 1-866-SDr-Chad 

NANCY 
VAILLANCOURT

Obituaries Sponsor:
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

DON'T
miss out on

The Steele County Times
is available at the

following locations:

THIS

WEEK!THIS

WEEK!

Blooming Prairie
Casey's 
Vandal's 
Steele County
Times office

Casey's
Lerberg's
Grocery Store

Ellendale

Owatonna
Hy-Vee

Kwik Trip
Oak St.

Kwik Trip
Mineral Springs

Sterling Drug

Cashwise

Kwik-Trip
Frontage Rd

Kwik Trip

Kwik Trip
Clinton Falls

Word Search Corner

Make new friends.

VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN

507-451-0722 • valleyviewofowatonna.com
Newly
Remodeled

County
Assistance
Accepted 

Pet
Friendly
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507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

The countdown to Christmas
Thirteen years ago, a concert 

musician, Barry Faldner, and 
Chip Altholz, a manager and pro-
moter for musicians and actors, 
invented a device: a digital clock 
that does more than simply tell 
you the time. By imputing your 
age and gender, it will display the 
remaining amount of time you 
have to live, based on standard 
mortality tables, in hours, min-
utes, and seconds.

The idea came out of a fasci-
nation with Beethoven. Faldner 

remembered reading a book in his 
youth about Beethoven, which de-
scribed him, at the end of his life, 
being angry with God and saying, 
“I need more time! I need more 
time!” Faldner concluded that if 
a great musician like Beethoven 
needed more time on earth, then 
everyone must. So they came up 
with the idea – a clock that tells 
you, literally, how much time you 
have left to live.

This season of the year is one 
in which we pay much attention 

to time. In many of our congrega-
tions we light candles on Advent 
Wreaths during the four weeks 
that lead up to Christmas, an addi-
tional candle each week until the 
whole wreath is lit. This serves 
two purposes: 1) it keeps us mind-
ful of the arrival of the great feast 
of the incarnation of the Son of 
God at Christmas; and 2) it brings 
more light into a world which 
nights get longer and longer. 
Lighting candles doesn’t add days 
to our lives, but it hopefully focus-

es our thoughts more on doing the 
work God calls us to do.

This past year has been a 
challenge for those who farm 
among us. A late, wet Spring, and 
an early, wet Autumn have proven 
to be a bad combination. But still 
we light candles, knowing we 
hope in a God of grace who sees 
us through all troubles. Still we 
count the weeks until Christmas, 
knowing the in Christ, God really 
is with us.

In Jesus’ name

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 
106 Third St. SE., Geneva 

Pastor Kristen Venne 
507-256-4288

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Men’s Bible Study: 8 a.m. 
Saturday

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday  
(Kids church- 9 a.m. and 

Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 p.m.  

Tuesday & Thursday
Call to Prayer: 7 p.m. Tuesday

Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. Wednesday
Wednesday School: 6:15-7 p.m. 

followed by Youth Group- 7-9 p.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 

10:15  a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD  
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Pastor Greg Schlicker

Pastor Mark Neumann
507-451-4125

goodshepherdowatonna.com
Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, 
Austin 

Rev. Suzanne Froelich,  
Interim Pastor

507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
(Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and Jacie 

Richmond
507-451-7293

stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m. Thursday & 
Saturday; 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday
Summer Services: 8 a.m. & 9:30 

a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith

507-451-2165
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor: Rev. Todd Buegler

Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Amanda Floy

Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:15 

a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday

Sunday School: 8:15 a.m.  
& 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

104 First St. SE., Hayfield 
Pastor Paul Hauschild 

507-477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Worship: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich 

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Antony Arokiyam 
507-234-6244

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave  Owatonna

Father Peter Schuster,
Parochial Administrator

507-583-2784
www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
with Children’s Church

8 a.m. Sunday 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation classes for

K thru Confirmation
Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father Peter Schuster, Parochial 

Administrator
507-477-2256

Mass: 4:30 pm Saturday &  
8:30 am Thursday 

Reconciliation: 3:45 pm Saturday 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
Father Peter Schuster, Parochial 

Administrator
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sun.  

& 8:30 a.m. Friday 
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 

First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Rev. Scott Jakel

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways): 
9 a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW

Owatonna
Pastors Joe & Vicki Braucht

www.destinycc.org
Worship: 6 p.m. Sat.

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER- 

DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 
May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 

2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers

651-955-4032 
Worship: 11 a.m. Sat.

Bible Stud: 9:30 a.m. Sat.

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
211 Main St. S., Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale

Pastor Patrick Stitt
507-684-3421

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST  
(Owatonna’s oldest 

church)
123 E. Main St., Owatonna
Pastor Cindy 507-451-2803

www.firstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Pastor Paul
Thompson

EAST ST. OLAF LUTHERAN  
CHURCH, BYRON

WEST ST. OLAF LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, HAYFIELD
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Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

132 2ND AVE. NE
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
YOU CAN

 COUNT ON US!
Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

SEPTIC SYSTEMS • Design • Installation
• Compliance Inspections

State License # 1844

• Excavation
• DEmoliotion
Commercial & Residential Sitework

• BasEmEnts
• DozEr Work

507 583-2999
 Aggregates • Hauling • Washed Sand • Black Dirt • Fill • Gravel

Serving the Area 
Over 12 Years

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204
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 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150Mike’s 

REPAIR
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After Hours: 507-455-0483
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Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
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HERE IS MY CARD
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Accountants

Call 
Mary Kittelson 

NFDA Certified
 Preplanning 
Consultant

433-5000

Personalized Pre-arrangement
Secure & Flexible Prefunding
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Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring
PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

SEPTIC SYSTEMS • Design • Installation
• Compliance Inspections

State License # 1844

• Excavation
• DEmoliotion
Commercial & Residential Sitework

• BasEmEnts
• DozEr Work

507 583-2999
 Aggregates • Hauling • Washed Sand • Black Dirt • Fill • Gravel

Serving the Area 
Over 12 Years

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150Mike’s  REPAIR

507-455-0388
Fax: 507-455-0486

After Hours: 507-455-0483
Tire Service

AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

ACCOUNTING AUTOMOBILE COLLISION

EXCAVATING

GARBAGE SERVICE ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST PETS 

PREPLANNING

CONSTRUCTION

CONTACT ANNIE ANDERSON
 AT 507-319-1549 OR BPANNIE@FRONTIER.COM 

AND PROMOTE YOUR SERVICES HERE!

HERE IS MY CARD

314 East Main St., Blooming Prairie | 507-583-7528 | Fax: 507-583-2389

ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS AND INDIVIDUALS

Accountants

GRANITE & MONUMENT

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

"Creating Your
       STORY in STONE"

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com John and Barb 

Heerema

BP bands perform Holiday tunes
Last Minute Gift Idea from 
Blooming Prairie Chamber 

of Commerce

Support Blooming Prairie & Purchase BP 
Chamber Bucks @ F&M Bank or US Bank in 

Blooming Prairie, MN.
Bucks can be spent anywhere in  

Blooming Prairie for gifts, groceries,  
gas, even utilities.

PHOTOS BY DARRELL HANSEN
Three Blooming Prairie High 
School bands under the direction 
of Ross Reishus perform a Holiday 
Concert Dec. 12 in the high school 
gymnasium. Performing were the 
senior high band, junior high band 
and jazz band. Far left: Sam Pirkl 
plays the conga drums during the 
senior high portion of the concert. 
Closest left: Lilly Wacek, an eighth 
grader, was decorated like a 
Christmas tree as she played the 
clarinet in the concert.
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Municipal liquor no more in Ellendale
City finally unloads ailing liquor store

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A collective sigh of relief 
is setting in with city lead-
ers in Ellendale after the 
city finally unloaded what 
had become a financial 
burden to the city.

After being on the 
market for several years, 
Ellendale is finally getting 
out of the liquor business 
as it sold its municipal 
liquor store. The store has 
been city-owned since the 
early 1970s.

On Dec. 2, Rosemary 
Goedtel of Hills, Minn., 
purchased the liquor store 
for $75,000 plus an addi-

tional $19,220 for liquor in-
ventory. Goedtel’s brother, 
Ralph Diaz, has managed 
the liquor store for the past 
several years. With the 
sale, the name of the liquor 
store has changed to 5th 
Avenue Bar & Grill.

Though the sale price 
ended up being far lower 
than the original asking 
price of $295,000, city 
officials are glad to be out 
of the liquor business. “It 
was an albatross for us,” 
said Stephanie Kibler, 
city council member. “I’m 
very pleased that we have 
a private owner. We are 
thrilled Ralph has it,” she 
added.

City clerk Tiffany 
Krueger said the liquor 
store has shown only two 
years (2013 and 2014) of prof-
its over the past nine years. 
The store has lost as much 
as $60,000 a year, she noted.

According to the most 
recent Minnesota State Au-
ditor’s report just released 
within the past two weeks, 
the Ellendale Liquor Store 
showed a $22,482 loss for 
the 2018 fiscal year.

In dealing with contin-
ued losses at the store, the 
city has transferred money 
in from the general fund 
to keep the liquor store 
operating, according to 
Krueger. “The liquor store 

is great if you can earn a 
profit,” she said, “but if 
you don’t, you can see it’s a 
major burden.”

Even though the city 
couldn’t get it to make a 
profit in recent years, it 
wasn’t from a lack of effort. 
The city made valiant 
efforts to turn a profit with 
the liquor store in recent 
years, Krueger said. About 
seven years ago, a kitchen 
was added to serve food.

Kibler said the biggest 
struggle Ellendale faced 
with the liquor store was 
PERA contributions as well 
as pay equity. PERA is a 

A different 
Christmas

Our mid-
dle son, age 
22, started 
the difficult 
group text 
conversation 
about our 
Christmas 
gathering 
with, “I 
think I’m 
opting out of 
gift this year, 
so don’t feel like you need 
to get me anything.” Our 
other son chimed in, with 
“I feel the same, quality 
time with everyone is all 
I want.”

I felt a sense of relief. 
Maybe this year we don’t 
have to worry about all 
the gift-giving. Not that 
it isn’t fun to give and 
receive gifts but the finan-
cial stress we are all feel-
ing due to so many college 
expenses (three of our five 
children are currently in 
college) has made it very 
difficult to stay within a 
budget. Plus the stress of 
feeling like you need to 
find just the right things 
can sometimes supersede 
the immediate gratifica-
tion of gifts.

Although our family 
decided to forgo or at least 
considerably cut back in 
the gifting department, 
I feel conflicted with 
this on an emotional 
level because it’s not the 
traditional Christmas 
our family is accustomed 

to. I counter 
my feelings 
with a sense 
of obligation 
to teach 
my adult 
children 
responsible 
spending and 
remind them 
that the true 
meaning of 
Christmas 

is the joy of all being 
together. I’m hopeful 
that our new version of 
Christmas will not be one 
of feeling unfortunate, but 
of having a better under-
standing of what it means 
for us as a family.

In place of presents, 
we are brainstorming 
ideas of fun activities we 
can do to spend our time 
together and truthfully 
it’s been a little stressful 
trying to come up with 
fun ideas much like it 
feels to try to get them the 
right gift! Although stress 
is a part of everyone’s 
life, the holidays seem to 
bring on special stress-
ors. If your holidays are 
somehow changing due to 
life circumstances, know 
that you are not alone. 
Share your thoughts and 
feelings with others who 
can offer understanding 
and reassurance. No one’s 
holiday is perfect. Com-
mercialism has impacted 

‘OK God,  
you have me’

Froelich takes over as 
interim pastor at Red Oak
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

Assuming lots of pasto-
ral-type duties at her rural, 
southeastern Wisconsin 
church gave Sue Froelich a 
desire to be a pastor.

“God kept working on 
me through other people 
to become a pastor,” Pas-
tor Froelich says.

It was her 4-year old 
nephew who many years 
ago encouraged her to “go 
to Jesus school.” She did 
just that, going to semi-
nary at Wartburg College 
in Dubuque, Iowa.

“OK, God you have 
me now,” Froelich smiles 
widely with pride of 
choosing to become a 
Lutheran pastor.

Froelich is now interim 
pastor at Red Oak Grove 
Lutheran Church, located 
seven miles south of 
Blooming Prairie in Mow-
er County.

She succeeds Pastor 
Lindsay Stolen. The Red 
Oak Grove Church Coun-
cil is now working with 
the Southeastern Minne-
sota Synod to determine 
which direction to go in 
selecting a pastor, either 
a full-time pastor or a 
sharing proposition.

Pastor Froelich grew 
up on a small dairy farm 

near Rome in southeast-
ern Wisconsin. Rome is 
located, not in Italy, but 
half way between Milwau-
kee and Madison with less 
than 400 population.

After graduating from 
a consolidated school 
district, Jefferson High 
School, she attended Iowa 
State University in Ames 
and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in micro biology.

Her schooling led her 
to work with a Dairy Herd 
Improvement organization. 
She was part of a team who 
took milk samples after a 
24-hour period to develop 
history on a dairy herd.

She worked on her 
family dairy farm at the 
same time, from the mid-
1980s to 1997.

She also worked in a 
factory owned by Briggs 
& Stratton. She worked 
in the generator section. 
“I wasn’t enthralled with 
working in a factory,” 
Froelich confesses.

During her time at 
the factory, she took an 
opportunity to work at a 
farmers market.

She then also became 
very active in her church, 
serving as an organist, 
teaching Sunday School, 
teaching confirmation 
and serving on Altar 
Guild and Worship and 
Music committees.

That’s when her nephew, 
4 years old at the time, 
urged her to go to Jesus 
school. Froelich also credits 
her pastor at her Wisconsin 
home church for convinc-
ing her to go to seminary 

St. Mary’s School holds 
small business fair

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

It has become a tradition 
each year for St. Mary’s 
fourth graders to try their 
hand at small business. 
The young students are 
tasked with bringing home-
made objects to the annual 
event, which raises money 
for charity.

“About 10 years ago, 
I went back to college to 
get my master’s degree 
with some other teachers 
from St. Mary’s. We had to 
choose a focus for our final 
action research project,” 
St. Mary’s social studies 
teacher Stacy Wobschall 
explained. “I wanted to 
bring my social studies 
curriculum more to life for 
the students.”

Wobschall devised a 
fun and engaging ap-
proach to help students 
learn more about small 
business. “So, during our 
unit on the Free Enter-
prise System, I decided to 
have the students actually 
create their own business 
and produce a product to 
sell,” she said.

Since its inception, the 
event continues to draw in 
crowds of fellow students 
and parents who are look-
ing for some fun homemade 
gifts for the holiday season. 
“Each year it has gotten 
bigger and bigger and has 
been a great learning activ-
ity in business and ser-
vice,” Wobshall said. “We 
donate all of the money to 
area organizations of the 
students’ choice.”

“I love to see the cre-
ativity in the students’ 
products. I think when they 
attend the fair as a younger 
student, they already have 
their brains thinking about 
what they will do,” she said 
of what she enjoys most 
about each year’s fair. “I 
think they enjoy the actual 
day of the sale when they 
get to sell their items and 
make people happy.“

This year’s sale was 
held from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 13 at St. 
Mary’s School in Owaton-
na. During the sale, the 
young entrepreneurs were 
busy making sales pitches 
to prospective buyers and 
checking out their peers’ 
wares.

“My favorite part is 
getting to make money,” St. 
Mary’s fourth grader Heidi 
said. “Then our class is 
going to decide on a charity 
to donate it to.” Heidi was 
selling handmade stickers 
using a process she learned 
from her older sister. But 
she also got to do some holi-
day shopping for her friends 
and family, saying, “I’m 
excited to give them out.”

The small business fair 
teaches young students 
about economics while also 
promoting the importance 
of giving back. “They learn 
about producers and con-
sumers. We discuss what 
it takes to make a profit, 
and supply and demand,” 
Wobschall said. “They 
get to take ownership of 
what they make and sell 
and they are very proud of 
themselves.”

“It is also a lesson in ser-
vice as 100% of the money 
will get donated to organi-
zations of their choice,” she 
continued. “They all know 
we are very blessed and 
there are many people who 
are less fortunate and could 
use the helping hand!”

Each year the students 
continue to impress 
Wobschall and the other 
teachers with their fun 
and creative items. “Every 
student’s product is spe-
cial. I have had everything 
from homemade apple fruit 
roll ups to doggie treats 
to jewelry to bath bombs 
to slime to Christmas 
ornaments,” Wobschall 
said. “There have been 
hundreds of great products 
created by fourth graders 
over the years.”

“The consumers are as 
excited as the producers 
and everyone enjoys the 
sale. The producers will be 
wearing their Santa hats 
and selling their wares 

as we have renamed the 
actual fair ‘Santa’s Work-
shop.’ Many of the items 
that the kids make are 
great gifts for others,” she 
said. “Often, the students 
are buying gifts for their 
family members, which is 
so neat to see. I am looking 
forward to the actual sale 
and the excitement on the 
students’ faces.”

With a heavy turnout, 
Wobschall expected that 
this year might just break 
their record. “The first 
year we held it we made 
$200, but last year we came 
close to $1,000,” she said. 
“Next week, the students 
will decide which charity to 
donate it to.”

After all the sales were 
tallied, this year’s sale 
reached a total of $1,078.57. 
Thanks to all the hard 
work and dedication from 
these young tycoons, a 
local charity’s holiday sea-
son will look a lot brighter 
this year.

United Way still needs $100K
With Christmas right around 

the corner, the United Way of Steele 
County is nearing the end of its annu-
al campaign and local nonprofit orga-
nizations are counting on the United 
Way to meet its fundraising goal.

Community members and local 
businesses have donated $693,178 to 
date, but that is still a long way from 
the $800,000 necessary to meet the 
growing need for services in 2020.

The UWSC funds 27 local programs 
that strengthen families, assist com-
munity members to meet their basic 

needs, increase access to healthcare 
and affordable prescription medi-
cations, give seniors and disabled 
resident the support they need to live 
independent lives and youth the tools 
the require to succeed.

“United Way is able to sustain a 
safety net of direct services in our 
community, and respond to crises 
as well as prepare our children for 
the future and help seniors to age in 
place because of the generosity of our 
community,” said Kim Schaufenbuel, 
United Way president. “Citizens and 

local businesses are heroes to the chil-
dren, moms and dads, grandparents, 
and workers of Steele County aided 
through United Way programs.”

In 2018, 40% of Steele County res-
idents seeking services needed help 
with basic needs: 4,110 needed food 
and clothing, 284 experienced housing 
insecurity, and 945 received help or ad-
vocacy for domestic violence or child 
abuse. An additional 2,669 children 
received safety and success services. 

SEE MUNICIPAL LIQUOR, B2

SEE UNITED WAY, B2

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Swarms of patrons circulate the stalls during St. Mary’s School’s small business fair held last Friday. During the fair, fourth 
graders sell homemade items to help raise money for a local charity of their choice.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
St. Mary’s fourth grader Heidi with some of her homemade 
stickers. She was selling the stickers during last Friday’s small 
business fair, which helped raise money for a local charity 
that will be chosen by the students.

Future entrepreneurs
PASTOR SUE FROELICH

SEE OK GOD, B2

SEE CHRISTMAS, B2

“The people are so 
friendly here.” 

Pastor Sue Froelich
Interim Red Oak Pastor

Steele Talkin’ 
ANDREA MARSHALL
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On The Farm 
CLAIRE LACANNE

NRHEG

Nicholas Cross

Sponsored by:

of the Week

This week’s Panther of the Week is Nicholas Cross. 
He is the son of Bob and Ann Cross-Reich and they 
reside in New Richland. He is in Mr. Fischer’s fifth 
grade class. 

Nicholas is always showing Panther Pride. He’s 
especially noticed for his kindness towards his peers 
and his respect. He works very hard in class and 
wants to do his best. 

A fun fact about Nicholas is that he loves spicy 
food. Keep up the great work Nicholas!

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

Multi-state, multi-year research 
project reveals multiple benefits 

of reduced tillage

Proper tillage warms 
and dries the soil, as-
sists with weed control, 
incorporates fertilizer, 
and breaks up compacted 
layers. Unfortunately, 
tillage also breaks apart 
soil aggregates which 
results in smaller-sized 
particles prone to a whole 
host of issues. These 
issues include soil erosion, 
soil surface crusting, hard 
pans, water quality issues, 
and a decrease in soil 
organic matter over time. 
Despite being aware of 
the potential issues tillage 
may cause, some row crop 
farmers are concerned 
about yield reductions 
due to cool and wet soil 
conditions, preventing 
them from adopting re-
duced-tillage.

But, advantages of less 
frequent and/or aggressive 
tillage to the crop pro-
ducer can include better 

economics, less wear 
and tear on equipment, 
improved biological pop-
ulations and diversity in 
the soil, and better water 
holding capacity of the 
soil. Fortunately, there has 
been an increase in tillage 
options over the past 25 
years; there are different 
configurations of shanks, 
disks, and shovels that till 
the soil at different depths 
and aggressiveness levels. 
This gives farmers more 
options to address their 
various concerns about 
both crop yield and soil 
health.

In spite of the multiple 
potential benefits, there is 
often some concern that 
reducing tillage will affect 
crop yield. To address that 
concern and explore the 
effects of various tillage 
practices, a four year, 
multi-state effort involving 
University of Minnesota 
Extension, North Dakota 
State University, and the 
Minnesota and North 
Dakota Corn and Soybean 
associations evaluated 

which tillage practices 
maximized early-season 
soil warming and crop 
yields while simultaneous-
ly improving soil health.

The farms in this study 
ranged in soil series with 
sandy, loamy, and clayey 
textures, providing local 
farmers with a realistic 
picture of low-tillage im-
pacts on their own acreage. 
Full scale equipment was 
used in farmers’ fields.

The tillage systems 
included:

1. Chisel plow
2. Vertical tillage
3. Strip till with shank
4. Strip till with coulters
As far as moisture and 

temperature, the research-
ers found that the chisel 
plow and strip-till treat-
ments consistently had the 
driest and warmest soil 
conditions. These were 
followed by strip-till and 
vertical till. Those condi-
tions were tested in spring 
and early summer.

Interestingly, trends in 
soil moisture and tempera-
tures did not correspond to 

any differences in soybean 
or corn plant populations, 
growth, or yields. Soybean 
yield was not affected by 
tillage at any of the farms 
during the four growing 
seasons, except for one 
farm during one year. At 
that farm, both strip till 
treatments yielded more, 
on average, than the chisel 
plowing and vertical till. 
Yield difference trends 
were observed in corn in 
some years, but these dif-
ferences were not consis-
tent. There were no trends 
year-to-year, farm-to-
farm, or among the tillage 
practices. 

The research shows 
that crop producers can do 
less tillage and leave more 
residue on the soil surface, 
while still maintaining 
their crop yields.

Claire LaCanne is the 
agricultural extension 
educator with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota for 
Steele and Rice counties. 
Her column appears in 
this newspaper regularly.

Over 1,789 senior citizens 
received meals or help 
needed to stay at home.

United Way of Steele 
County is the only organiza-
tion providing funding for 
direct human services to lo-
cal nonprofit organizations. 
Agencies with programs 
being funded in 2020 are: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Southern Minnesota, 
Blooming Prairie Youth 

Club, Cedar Valley Ser-
vices, Children’s Remedial 
Fund, Crisis Resource Cen-
ter, Exchange Club Center 
for Family Unity, Free Clin-
ic of Steele County, Healthy 
Seniors, Let’s Smile, 
SEMCAC, South Central 
Human Relations Center, 
SMRLS – Southern MN 
Regional Legal Services, 
Steele County Food Shelf, 
Steele County Clothesline, 

Steele County Transitional 
Housing and Workforce 
Development, Inc.

Additionally, special 
programming partners 
include: Tiger Club of the 
Medford School District 
for Afterschool Care 
Scholarships, Steele 
County Clothesline for 
Boots to Work, Exchange 
Club Center for Family 
Unity for Incent to Save. 
and SMART for Preschool 
Transportation.

The mission of the 

United Way of Steele Coun-
ty is to change lives by 
mobilizing and optimizing 
the caring power of our 
community. This year’s 
goal of $800,000.00 will 
fund 273 critically needed 
programs operated by 
local nonprofit agencies. 
To make a contribution go 
to www.unitedwaysteele-
county.org, mail a check 
or pledge to United Way, 
1850 Austin Rd, Ste. 103, 
Owatonna, MN 55060, or 
text UWSC to 40403.

how we perceive holiday 
celebrations should be and 
reality reminds us that it 
is relationships that are 
most important.

The Mayo Clinic offers 
these 10 suggestions for 
helping us all deal with 
the inevitable stress that 
comes with the holidays:

Acknowledge your 
feelings. If someone close 

to you has recently died or 
you can’t be with loved ones, 
realize that it’s normal to 
feel sadness and grief. It’s 
OK to take time to cry or 
express your feelings. You 
can’t force yourself to be 
happy just because it’s the 
holiday season.

Reach out. If you feel 
lonely or isolated, seek out 
community, religious or 
other social events. They 
can offer support and com-
panionship. Volunteering 
your time to help others 
also is a good way to lift 
your spirits and broaden 
your friendships.

Be realistic. The 
holidays don’t have to be 
perfect or just like last 
year. As families change 
and grow, traditions and 
rituals often change as 
well. Choose a few to hold 
on to, and be open to creat-
ing new ones. For example, 
if your adult children can’t 
come to your house, find 
new ways to celebrate 
together, such as sharing 
pictures, emails or videos.

Set aside differences. 
Try to accept family mem-
bers and friends as they 
are, even if they don’t live 
up to all of your expecta-
tions. Set aside grievances 
until a more appropriate 
time for discussion. And be 
understanding if others get 
upset or distressed when 
something goes awry. 
Chances are they’re feeling 
the effects of holiday stress 
and depression, too.

Stick to a budget. 
Before you go gift and 
food shopping, decide 
how much money you can 
afford to spend. Then stick 
to your budget. Don’t try 
to buy happiness with an 
avalanche of gifts.

Try these alternatives:
· Donate to a charity in 

someone’s name.
· Give homemade gifts.
· Start a family gift 

exchange.
Plan ahead. Set aside 

specific days for shopping, 
baking, visiting friends 
and other activities. Plan 
your menus and then make 
your shopping list. That’ll 
help prevent last-minute 
scrambling to buy forgot-
ten ingredients. And make 
sure to line up help for 
party prep and cleanup.

Learn to say no. 
Saying yes when you 
should say no can leave 
you feeling resentful and 
overwhelmed. Friends and 
colleagues will under-
stand if you can’t partic-
ipate in every project or 
activity. If it’s not possible 
to say no when your boss 
asks you to work overtime, 
try to remove something 
else from your agenda to 
make up for the lost time.

Don’t abandon 
healthy habits. Don’t let 
the holidays become a free-
for-all. Overindulgence 
only adds to your stress 
and guilt.

Try these suggestions:
· Have a healthy snack 

before holiday parties so 
that you don’t go overboard 
on sweets, cheese or drinks.

· Get plenty of sleep.
· Incorporate regular 

physical activity into 
each day.

Take a breather. Make 
some time for yourself. 
Spending just 15 minutes 
alone, without distractions, 
may refresh you enough 
to handle everything you 
need to do. Find something 
that reduces stress by 
clearing your mind, slow-
ing your breathing and 
restoring inner calm. Some 
options may include:

· Taking a walk at night 
and stargazing.

· Listening to soothing 
music.

· Getting a massage.
· Reading a book.
· Seek professional 

help if you need it. De-
spite your best efforts, you 
may find yourself feeling 
persistently sad or anx-
ious, plagued by physical 
complaints, unable to 
sleep, irritable and hope-
less, and unable to face 
routine chores. If these 
feelings last for a while, 
talk to your doctor or men-
tal health professional.

Steele County Public 
Health wishes each and 
everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

Andrea Marshall is 
a health educator with 
Steele County Public 
Health in Owatonna. 
Steele Talkin’ is a regular 
column featuring authors 
representing various or-
ganizations throughout 
Steele County.

Arndt elected to 761 
Foundation Board

The 761 Foundation 
Board recently elected Lu-
cas Arndt to serve a three-
year term on its board of 
directors.

The Foundation is a 
501(c) (3) tax-exempt orga-
nization that administers 
scholarships and funds 
educational opportunities 
and programs in Steele 
County not usually sup-
ported by tax dollars

A 2016 graduate of Owa-
tonna High School (OHS), 
Arndt recently graduated 
from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Business Management. 
He returned to Owatonna 
to work for the Farm Ser-
vice Agency, with a future 
goal of taking over the 
family farm.

While at OHS, Arndt 
was on the student coun-
cil, an offensive lineman 
for the Huskies’ football 
team, a choir member 
and a theater student. In 
college, he had a part-time 
job on campus, sang in the 
Minnesota State University 
Chorale, served as CEO of 
Q2O company in the Inte-
grated Business Experi-
ence Program, and was the 
vice president and chair of 
the Student Events Team 
where he helped plan more 
than 85 events each year

Other 761 Foundation 
Board members include: 
Bruce Paulson, Jan Mittel-
stadt Tippett, Mary Larson, 
Greg Stroik, Mark Dietz, 
Samona Grubish, Paul 
Knutson, Mark Sebring, 
George Dow, Charlie Her-
rmann, Barbara Judd and 
Sara McKay.

The Independent School 
District 761 Foundation 
has awarded nearly $3.5 
million for programs 
and scholarships since 
its inception. Its goal has 
been, and still is, to provide 
resources for programs not 
funded by tax dollars and 
to provide for post-second-
ary scholarships.

More information about 
the Foundation and its 
grants and programs may be 
found at 761foundation.com 
or by calling 507-444-8610.

Lucas Arndt

A DIFFERENT: Christmas  FROM B1

at Wartburg. He was an 
alumni of Wartburg.

Her seminary school-
ing spanned a time frame 
from 2006 until 2010 when 
she graduated.

Her first pastoral 
call came from Calvary 
Lutheran Church of Rap-
idan, Minn., located just 
south of Mankato. She 
accepted and served this 
rural church of 250 for 
just over six years.

Froelich then took a 
year leave, after which 
she accepted the interim 
call in October from Red 
Oak Grove. She will not 
be a candidate for the next 
pastoral position at Red 
Oak, she says.

Froelich said she loves 
the people of the Red Oak 
Grove community. “The 
people are so friendly 
here,” she says. She 

recently delivered the 
Thanksgiving message 
at an ecumenical church 
service held prior to 
Thanksgiving at First Lu-
theran Church in Bloom-
ing Prairie.

She currently resides 
in Good Thunder, south of 
Mankato near Mapleton.

When not assuming pas-
toral duties, Froelich tries 
to find time to read and do 
jigsaw puzzles. “I like mur-
der mysteries,” she says.

Froelich also loves to 
cook, making bread, soups 
and chili. “I learned to 
make pies, cakes, breads 
and cookies from scratch 
and that comes from my 
German heritage, she 
admits.

If desiring a church 
visit, she encourages 
people to call the church 
office at 507-583-2038.

OK GOD: you have me  FROM B1

state retirement fund for 
city workers. She noted em-
ployees at the liquor store 
were among the highest 
paid in the area. Bartend-
ers, for example, were paid 
between $11-$15 per hour. 
“Right there (PERA and 
pay equity combined) is 
a chunk of cash that goes 
out,” she said.

Despite the dilemmas 
the city had in turning a 
profit, Kibler is confident 
the business can do well. 
“It can be successful with 
a private owner,” she said.

There were as many as 
10 staff members on the 
city’s liquor payroll, Kibler 
said. She added all the 
employees have stayed on 
under the new ownership.

Krueger said the city 
hasn’t decided yet what to 
do with the proceeds from 
the sale. For now, the mon-

ey will remain in the liquor 
account. She expects it will 
remain there until at least 
next June at which time a 
final audit will be complet-
ed on the liquor store. “I 
don’t think there is a rush,” 
she said. “We don’t need to 
be in a hurry to spend it.”

Kibler agreed there 
is no hurry to spend the 
proceeds. She said a few 
ideas have been kicked 
around, but nothing has 
been decided.

She pointed out that 
because the city was con-
stantly funneling money 
into the liquor store, other 
areas within the city like 
parks went without up-
grades in recent years.

Added Krueger, “We 
want to make sure deci-
sions are well thought out. 
We want to wait until there 
is a need instead of a want.”

MUNICIPAL LIQUOR   FROM B1

UNITED WAY   FROM B1
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CALENDAR

DEC. 18
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, Community Building

DEC. 18
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library
5 p.m. – Business After 

Hours, F&M Bank

DEC. 25
City Offices Closed–

Merry Christmas!

DEC. 28
6-11 p.m.- Third Annual 

Cornhole Tournament- 
Servicemen’s Club

DEC. 19
5 p.m.- Steele County 

Board Meeting

DEC. 20
11 a.m.-5 p.m.- Red 

Cross Blood Drive at Hy-
Vee, Owatonna

DEC. 21 & DEC. 28
7-10 p.m.- I’ll be 

Homicidal for Christmas- 
Owatonna Country Club

DEC. 22
9 a.m.- Orchestra 

Worship at Associated 
Church, Owatonna

DEC. 25
City Offices Closed–

Merry Christmas!

DEC. 26
4:15 p.m.- Cycling at 

Owatonna Fitness

DEC. 28
9 p.m.- Arena ROCKS at 

Reggie’s Brewhouse

DEC. 31
5-8 p.m.- New Year’s Eve 

Dinner- Owatonna Country 
Club

6-8 p.m.- New Year’s Eve 
Pajama Party- Associated 
Church, Owatonna

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

2018 Farm  
Bill crops 
education 
meetings 
underway

Starting this month, the 
Farm Service Agency and Uni-
versity of Minnesota Exten-
sion will begin a series of free 
education meetings to help 
crop producers understand 
decisions regarding the 2018 
Farm Bill reauthorization of 
ARC and PLC programs.

The seminars are offered 
all across the state, being 
held in 46 different counties 
and will be led by Extension 
educators and FSA; no reg-
istration is required. Details 
are available at z.umn.edu/
2018FarmBill.

There will be a meeting 
held in Owatonna at the 
Steele County Community 
Center (1380 S. Elm Ave.) on 
Jan. 23 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

The ARC Program is an 
income support program that 
provides payments when actu-
al crop revenue declines below 
a specified guarantee level. 
The PLC Program provides in-
come support payments when 
the effective price for a cov-
ered commodity falls below its 
effective reference price.

All farm producers with 
interest in cropland must 
make a farm program elec-
tion by March 15. This elec-
tion will apply to the farm for 
2019 and 2020. Crops grown in 
Minnesota that are covered 
by this program include: 
corn, soybeans, wheat, bar-
ley, canola, sunflowers, oats, 

sorghum, lentils, dry peas, 
garbanzo beans, and flax.

“This program offers 
different options to help 
producers mitigate risk, but 
the choice of which program 
to enroll in can be difficult 
due to the complexity of it,” 
said Kevin Klair, Universi-
ty of Minnesota Extension 
economist and program 
leader at the Center for Farm 
Financial Management at the 
university. “We encourage 
producers to attend an educa-
tional meeting and to use the 
national decision aid tools to 
run scenarios for their farm.”

Producers will need to 
communicate with landown-
ers on program decisions, 
Klair added. For instance, 
yield updates are landowner 
decisions, while other pro-
gram decisions are made by 
the farm operator.

Those who are interested 
in learning more but are 
unable to attend an in person 
meeting are encouraged to 
view online presentations 
at farmbill.umn.edu. More 
information from Extension 
on the Farm Bill and events 
is available at

https://extension.umn.
edu/business/abm-events.

For more information on 
FSA disaster assistance pro-
grams, please contact your 
local USDA service center or 
visit farmers.gov/recover.

Blood is key to saving lives,  
donors wanted

Between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, more than 1 
million units of blood could 
be transfused in the United 
States. Individuals are urged 
to give a lifesaving gift this 
holiday season by making 
an appointment to donate 
blood or platelets and help 
the American Red Cross 
ensure a sufficient supply 
is available for patients 
throughout the holiday sea-
son. Those with type O blood 
are especially needed.

During the holiday 
season, set aside an hour to 
give blood and be the life-
line patients need. Make an 
appointment now by down-
loading the free Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org, calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or enabling the 
Blood Donor Skill on any 
Alexa Echo device.

Upcoming blood dona-
tion opportunities Dec. 
20-31:

Dodge
West Concord
Dec. 20: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 

West Concord Historical 
Society, 600 W. First St.

Freeborn
Albert Lea
Dec. 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem, 404 Fountain St.

Dec. 23: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
National Guard Armory, 
410 Prospect Ave.

Dec. 31: 12 p.m.-5 p.m., 
North Bridge Mall, 2510 
Bridge Ave.

Mower
Austin
Dec. 23: 12 p.m.-6 p.m., 

Holiday Inn, 1701 4th St. NW
Steele
Owatonna
Dec. 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Owatonna Hospital, 2250 
26th St. NW

Dec. 20: 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Hy-Vee, 1620 S. Cedar

Dec. 23: 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Lowe’s, 1280 21st Ave. N.

Dec. 30: 1 p.m.-7 p.m., 
United Methodist Church, 
815 E. University St.

Driver discount 
program offered in BP
The Minnesota Highway 

Safety Center will be offer-
ing a 55+ Driver Discount 
course on Monday, Jan. 27.

The 4-hour refresher 
course will take place 
from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Blooming Prairie City 
Center, 138 Hwy. Ave. S.

Courses are also 
available online at www.
mnsafetycenter.org.

This class will save you 
up to 10% on your auto in-
surance. Completion of an 

8-hour course qualifies for 
the discount. To maintain 
the discount, you must 
complete a four-hour re-
fresher every three years.

A Minnesota Highway 
Safety & Research Center 
certified instructor will up-
date you on defensive-driving 
tips, changes in laws, vehicle 
technology and traffic safety.

The cost of the refresher 
course is $22.

For more information, 
call 888-234-1294.

Dairy farmers 
invited to 
Winter 

Dairy Series 
meeting

University of 
Minnesota Extension, 
Minnesota Dairy 
Initiative, Minnesota 
Milk, and Midwest 
Dairy Association will 
host a free, dairy-fo-
cused educational 
event in Montgomery. 
Dairy producers 
throughout Southern 
Minnesota are invited 
to attend.

This combined 
meeting and education-
al seminar will start at 
11 a.m., Monday, Jan. 
20, at the Montgom-
ery American Legion 
Post 79, 102 Elm Ave. 
SW, Montgomery. The 
event includes a free 
lunch and will run 
until 3:30 p.m. 

Consumers are 
demanding more 
information about how 
their food is produced. 
Their concerns about 
the effects of eating 
certain foods can have 
real power over farm-
ers and businesses’ 
bottom lines. As a re-
sult, dairy producers 
must be ready to field 
questions about their 
farm’s environmental 
sustainability and 
discuss how they are 
striving to improve 
their operation. Dr. 

Erin Cortus, profes-
sor and University of 
Minnesota Extension 
Specialist in Biosyste-
ms Engineering will 
present “Calculating 
and Communicating 
Carbon Footprints in 
the Dairy Industry.”

“A carbon footprint 
is one of the many 
ways we can describe 
environmental stew-
ardship to the public,” 
Dr. Cortus said. “In 
the future, carbon 
footprints or similar 
metrics will increas-
ingly be used in supply 
chains as well as prod-
uct marketing.”

This talk is de-
signed to assist 
dairy farmers in 
communicating their 
operation’s environ-
mental impact to 
dairy consumers. 
Attendants will also 
have the opportunity 
to participate in the 
Midwest Dairy Asso-
ciation District 15 and 
Minnesota Milk’s pro-
motion updates after 
the carbon footprint 
presentation. This 
free event is also an 
opportunity for cama-
raderie and informal 
learning among dairy 
producers.

Gift wrap fundraiser for  
Habitat in Rochester

Two Rivers Habitat for 
Humanity is ready to make 
your Christmas shopping 
experience easier while 
helping efforts to serve 
those in need.

After shoppers make 
their purchases in the 
Apache Mall in Rochester, 
Habitat for Humanity vol-
unteers will wrap the gifts. 
If you bought gifts from 
another location, you can 

also bring them in for gift 
wrapping.

Look for Habitat’s gift 
wrapping tables by Ma-
cy’s at the Apache Mall. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
through Dec. 23 and 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 24.

“We would like to 
thank the generosity 
of the Apache Mall for 
donating the space, the 
volunteers working the 

booth and the contribu-
tions of our wonderful 
sponsors,” said Ken 
Quattrin of Habitat for 
Humanity. “All of your 
donations will go directly 
toward building strength, 
stability and self-reliance 
for local families.”

Two Rivers serves 
families throughout Dodge, 
Steele, Olmsted, Wabasha 
and Waseca counties.

J & H LIQUOR
WINTER EVENTS

Dec. 6: Holiday Dazzle 
Downtown Festivities
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Dec. 7: Chili Cook-Off 
5 p.m.-7p.m.

Dec. 14: Harvey's 
Holiday Cheer 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Dec 21: EUCHRE 1 p.m.

Holiday Hours
Dec. 24: Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Dec. 25: CLOSED..Merry 
Christmas

Dec. 31: New Years Eve
             Munchies 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
             Champagne @ Midnight
Jan. 1: Closed..Happy 2020!!

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, OR RETIREMENT PARTY

All event details 
available at J&H Liquor
340 E. Main St.•Blooming Prairie

583-7557

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own
this hometown bar/off-sale. 
Contact Harvey for details.

7am • Noon •  6pm • 9pm 

507-363-9275 • 877-754-0592 • www.bertrandmemorial.com

•  Allow us to help you select a memorial 
that is right for you

• Locations in Rochester & Austin
• Serving Southern MN and Northern IA

bremker@gmail.com Bob Remker

• Uncompromising Quality
• Timeless Remembrance
• Enduring Beauty

The Blooming Prairie Cancer Group will 
again be the beneficiary of a very special 
fundraising event called Coyotes ‘Fur’ Can-
cer.

The third annual event will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 4 with hunters going into the 
field during the day and ending up at the Cue 
Company in Blooming Prairie at about 6 p.m.

The hunters then pose for a group photo 
with the results of the hunt.  

Hunters will gather at the Cue Company 
to enjoy a chili and soup feed plus participat-
ing in raffles and auctions for a cost of only 
$20. The event is open to the public. Last 
year’s event, the second annual, raised over 

$25,000. The first-time event brought in over 
$16,000.

Monies from the fundraiser are earned 
from raffles, auctions and general donations. 
Most of the prizes are donated.

Elliott Herdina and Craig Anderson are co-
chairs of this unique fundraising event. 

“It’s just amazing and we are so thankful 
what the group did the first two years,” said 
Cheri Krejci, treasurer of the BP Cancer 
Group. “We are anxious to see what this 
year’s event will do,” she added.

This year’s first prize on a raffle ticket will 
be a Tikka T3x223 rifle. Second prize will be 
a Savage Axis II XP Snow Camo .22-250. 
Third prize will be a Ruger Precision Rifle, 
.17 HMR.

Some auction items will include:
 • Hunt for 4 hunters in the fall of 

2020 on Tom Butler’s property (this is the 
same land where the governor hunted)

 • One-day fishing with Brett King
 • Michael Kors purse
 • REAL Cuban cigars 
Anderson and Herdina agreed that this 

event brings people and communities closer 
together. “People are so generous,” Ander-
son and Herdina concur.

Nine pelts were turned in at the close of 
the second annual hunt at The Cue Com-
pany. Lack of snow made it more difficult for 
hunters last year. On the first year’s hunt, 20 
pelts were brought in.

The day-long event last year drew more 
than 200 hunters and sportsmen.

Follow Coyotes Fun Cancer on Facebook 
for all of the updates.

Coyotes for Cancer clothing is also avail-
able. Contact Gail Anderson for orders and 
information, at 507-461-0145. T-shirts are 
available for $15, hats for $20 and special 
jackets are available for $35.

The apparel was created by Linda Klem-
mensen of Sportstitch and by Tyler Krucke-
berg of KIK Graphics.

Cancer 
Corner

Sponsored by Krejci

Blooming

Prairie Cancer

Group

Third annual Coyotes Fun Cancer fundraiser on Jan. 4

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Cheri Krejci, treasurer of the Blooming Prairie 
Cancer Group, thanks Coyotes “Fur” Cancer 
fundraiser organizers Elliott Herdina and Craig 
Anderson. The second annual event last year 
raised over $25,000. The third annual Coyotes 
‘Fur’ Cancer event is planned for Saturday, Jan. 4. 
(Staff photo by Howard Lestrud)
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F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

Nirk and Archer’s performances bring 
momentum to Westfield wrestlers

BY ALEX NUEHRING
SPORTS WRITER

The Westfield Razorbacks got off to a 
good start at the Dave Scharberg Memori-
al Invite on Saturday, Dec. 14, but even-
tually they settled for third place after 
dropping their last two matches.

Despite the 1-2 record, Head Coach 
Shane Masching said his team had a good 
day overall.

“Our team looked very good today. I 
feel like our conditioning is good and our 
younger kids are stepping up their game,” 
he said.

In addition to the younger kids step-
ping up, he was pleased with how his 
whole team performed against Water-
ville-Elysian-Morristown/Janesville-Wal-
dorf-Pemberton (WEM/JWP).

“Our match against Waterville was 
very physical. We pinned where we need-
ed to,” he said. “They were doing the little 
things right during the matches.”

However, against their last two oppo-
nents, it was more difficult for the Razor-
backs to succeed, especially since some of 
the youngest wrestlers didn’t compete.

“Against Byron and Dover-Eyota, we 
were wrestling underclassmen, especially 
when we wrestled Dover. We sat three kids 
[who wrestle at] 106, 113, and 120. We have 
seventh-graders there. They stepped up 
and did a great job when we thought it was 
appropriate to wrestle them against Byron 
when their opponent was the same age or 
close,” he said.

While the Razorbacks didn’t have 
the team success they were hoping for, 
Masching mentioned there were a couple 
individual Westfield wrestlers who had 
undefeated days.

“We had two kids go 3-0 during the day, 
Tyler Archer and Dylan Nirk,” he said. 
“Also, we had a seventh-grader, Hunter 
Simonson, get a pin for us at 106. [It was] 
great momentum for our team.”

On the other hand, he said there’s plen-
ty of room for improvement.

“We need to do a better job getting out 
on the bottom. We have a lot of time, it’s 
early yet,” Masching said. “Overall, I 
believe we had a lot of things go right and 
I’m proud of the team. I preach to them 
that it is all about doing the little things 
right!”

The Razorbacks next opportunity to do 
the little things right is when they travel 
to Rochester for a tournament at Roches-
ter Community and Technical College at 2 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 20.

Westfield 42, WEM/JWP 31: 106 
– Hunter Simonson (BP) won by forfeit 
open 6-0. 113 – Lucas Morsching (WEM) 
pinned Breanna Subbert 2-7/2:37. 120 – Bo 
Zweiner (BP) dec. Gavin Krause 4-2. 126 

– Lane Lembke (BP) won by forfeit open 
6-0. 132 – Keegan Bronson (BP) pinned 
Cody Codwin 2-0/1:19. 138 – Tucker Rients 
(WEM) won by forfeit open 0-6. 145 – Jack 
Cahill (WEM) dec. Sam Skillestad 5-10. 
152 – Kurtis Crosby (WEM) maj. dec. 
Cody Nirk 1-12. 160 – Ethan Rider (WEM) 
pinned Bradley Simon 0-2/1:25. 170 – Tyler 
Archer (BP) dec. Ted Carlson 6-1. 182 – 
Dylan Enmke (BP) pinned Zeke Peterson 
4-1/1:59. 195 – Sam Carlson (WEM) won 
by forfeit open 0-6. 220 – Colton Krell (BP) 
pinned Jaden Taylor 7-1/2:59. 285 – Dylan 
Nirk (BP) pinned Mike Sheehy 2-0/1:46.

Dover-Eyota 51, Westfield 23: 106 – 
Bolton Thesing (DE) won by forfeit open 
0-6. 113 – Bolton Thesing (DE) won by 
forfeit open 0-6. 120 – Landon Lehnertz 
(De) won by forfeit open 0-6. 126 – Lane 
Lembke (BP) maj. dec. Jackson Welsh 
16-1. 132 – Gavin Gust (DE) won by forfeit 
open 0-6. 138 – Treyton Thesing (DE) dec. 
Keegan Bronson 0-5. 145 – Taylor DeFrang 
(DE) pinned Sam Skillestad 0-2/0:56. 
152 – Aidan Gasper (DE) pinned Bradley 
Simon 3-6/3:45. 160 – Tyler Archer (BP) 
pinned Tyler Mix 4-0/3:32. 170 – Tyler 
Shea (DE) pinned Matthew Pryor 0-5/2:59. 
182 – Gavin Dabelstein (DE) pinned Dylan 
Ehmke 0-1/3:49. 220 – Colton Krell (BP) 
pinned Reece Lemke 6-1/1:03. 285 – Dylan 
Nirk (BP) pinned Spencer Welsh 2-0/1:51.

Byron 54, Westfield 27: 106 – Hunter 
Simonson (BP) pinned Austin Lang-
worthy 0-2/1:10. 113 – Gavin Bartel (B) 
pinned Breanna Subbert 2-0/0:35. 120 – 
Jake Thompson (B) won by forfeit open 
6-0. 126 – Maxwell Petersen (B) pinned 

Lane Lembke 14-3/2:36. 132 – Keegan 
Bronson (BP) pinned Eli Haight 0-2/3:48. 
138 – Parker Kline (B) won by forfeit open 
6-0. 145 – Seth Haight (B) pinned Sam 
Skillestad 6-2/3:32. 152 – Wyatt Neme-
check (B) pinned Bradley Simon 4-2/3:13. 
160 – Tyler Archer (BP) dec. Will Wharton 
2-7. 170 – Kyle Stahler (B) pinned Matthew 
Pryor 2-0/0:23. 182 – Dylan Ehmke (BP) 
pinned Kaleb Kraetsch 0-2/0:23. 195 – 
Beau Lorenton (B) won by forfeit open 0-6. 
220 – Vicente Deleon (B) dec. Colton Krell 
13-12. 285 – Dylan Nirk (BP) pinned Carter 
Geerts 0-2/0:23.

Lopsided victories 
kick off BP boys 

season
BY LEMAR NELSON

SPORTS EDITOR

There was nothing 
wrong with the offense, 
but Coach Nate Piller gave 
a lot of credit to the defense 
in a rout over NRHEG 
on the home court. The 
Awesome Blossoms defeat-
ed the Panthers 75-25 on 
Friday, Dec. 13.

Blooming Prairie held 
the visitors to just 10 points 
in the first half. BP led at 
the break 42-10.

“The boys played pretty 
well,” commented Piller, 
“especially in the first 
half. We were aggressive 
on both ends of the floor 
against an NRHEG team 
trying to get healthy from 
some crucial injuries.”

The Blossoms had 
three players reach dou-
ble figures, with Kaden 
Thomas leading the way. 
Thomas counted 20 points, 
including 3 treys, and 
Zach Archer and Gabe 
Hagen both added 14 points. 
Twelve players scored in 
the contest.

“We do have to work on 
free throws,” concluded 
Piller. “We would hate to 
see a game depend on free 
throws, if the team wasn’t 
shooting much more than 
50%. It was good to have 

Hagen back after his stint 
with the South team in the 
All-Star football game. We 
are off to a good start, and 
the goal now is to keep it 
going.”

Opener win
“Without a great deal of 

practice,” remarked Coach 
Piller, “I didn’t know what 
to expect, but the boys took 
over in good shape.” The 
Blossoms rolled to a 73-40 
victory over Bethlehem 
Academy Friday, Dec. 6. at 
Faribault.

It was a good way to 
open the season. Senior 
Kaden Thomas led the 
offense in defense of team-
mate Gabe Hagen, who was 
Minneapolis practicing 
for the MSHSL All-Star 
football game.

The offense had a little 
trouble getting started on 
offense, but great defense 
and good ball handling 
made up for the lack of 
scoring. The team eventu-
ally got the offense in gear, 
and the scoring followed. 
BP led at the half 40-19.

Thomas ended with 
24 points, including four 
three-pointers. Karson 
Vigeland contributed 11 
points, and Drew Kittelson 
added 9. Keck Robb led the 
Cardinals with 15 points, 
and J.J. Malecha added 9.

BP girls continue 
unbeaten season

BY LEMAR NELSON
SPORTS EDITOR

It is still early in the season, 
but the Awesome Blossom girls 
are beginning to think they may 
have something special. The team 
earned number four without a 
loss in convincing fashion 65-46 at 
New Richland Friday Dec. 13.

Defense got a lot of credit for 
the win, although the offense 
gave a good performance.

“We won a big conference 
game in convincing fashion 
tonight,” remarked Coach John 
Bruns. ”We were able to make 
them take tough shots all night, 
and we kept them out of their fast 
break game. Offensively, we got 
big contributions from several 
players at big moments.”

Megan Oswald led the scoring 
with 25 points, and Julia Worke 
and Bobbie Bruns counted 13 
and 11 respectively. Allison 
Krohnberg had a big first half, 
scoring 8 points, including two 
treys. Sidney Schultz and Teagan 
Sutter had 11 and 10 points for 
the Panthers. “Overall, it was a 
great team win for the Blossoms 
who are 4-0 overall and 3-0 in the 
conference,” concluded Bruns.

Both the BP JV team and the 
C team lost to NRHEG in the pre-
lims. The JV team fell to the Pan-
thers 45-25, after falling behind 
26-12 at the half. NRHEG really 
moved the ball well,” commented 
Coach Cory Hendrickson, “and 
we got out of position often. They 
also played really tough defense.”

The C team dropped close 
contest 34-33 to drop its record 

to 1-1. The JV team fell to 3-1. 
Anna KIttelson scored 8 points 
and Shawntee Snyder 6 in the JV 
game, and Snyder and Hannah 
Hammersma both had 12 points 
in the C games.

BP notches third
A fast start enabled the Awe-

some Blossom girls to notch win 
number 3 at Maple River Tues-
day, Dec. 10. The Blossoms built 
a 34-9 edge before the Eagles got 
untracked and ended the half on 
a 9-2 run.

Play got a little ragged in 
the second half, but the locals 
were able to control the game 
and never let MR closer than 10 
points. Worke and Bobbie Bruns 
combined for 19 first half points, 
and then Megan Oswald carried 
the team with 12 points in the 
second half.

“We jumped to an early lead,” 
commented Coach Bruns, and 
held it until just before the half 
when Maple River outscored the 
locals 9-2. “We controlled the sec-
ond half and never let the home 
team get closer than 10 points.”

Oswald led all scorers in the 
game with 16 points, but Julia 
Worke had 14, and Bobbie Bruns 
added 9. Claire McGregor count-
ed 13 for MR The Blossoms made 
5 treys to 0 for the Eagles and 
made 10 of 12 free throws in the 
game. BP led 36-18 at the break.

The JV team also stayed 
unbeaten with a nail-biting 30-29 
victory over the Eagles. Anna 
Pauly had 11 points for the Blos-
soms and Emily miller and Macy 
Lembke added 6 and 5 points 
respectively.

Going 
strong

It is still 
early in the 
season, but 
the Awesome 
Blossoms 
girls have 
won their 
first four 
games with-
out a loss, 
and the team 
is starting 
to believe 
that this may 
be a special 
season. Three 
of their wins have been conference victo-
ries, and both defense and offense have 
been strong.

Megan Oswald, Julia Worke, and Bob-
bie Bruns have given the team three good 
scorers, and a supporting cast of defend-
ers highlight every game. A tip of the hat 
this week goes to the Blossom girls.

The varsity boys also are unbeaten in 
two games, but they are barely started 
because of the championship run from 
the football team. Kaden Thomas has 
been the scoring leader in the two games 
played, and now with Gabe Hagen back 
from the football All-Star game, things 
should get even more interesting.

Wrestling is also behind in getting its 
season going, but the grapplers should be 
getting up to speed soon. All three sports 
for the winter schedule pose interesting 
and, hopefully, successful seasons. We 
are enthused about the teams.

Still Fall
I was most surprised the other day, 

when I looked at a seasonal calendar and 
discovered that we are still in the fall 
season. Actual winter doesn’t begin until 
Dec. 21, and there are still several days 
before that time. It just goes to prove that 
one can’t really withstand the weather by 
following a calendar. That did remind me 
that we are another week closer to Christ-
mas and the celebration over the birth of 
the Christ child.

Christmas Memories
I have several memories of past 

Christmases, and I will share a couple of 
them with you in the next two weeks. One 
activity that always thrilled me when 
a young lad growing up in rural South 
Dakota centered around our usual trip 
to my grandfather’s for Christmas Day 
festivities.

We had an Oldsmobile coupe with a 
rumble seat that we usually drove the 
three miles, but as you old-timers know, 
winter snowfalls in those days (the early 
40s) sometimes prohibited car travel 
around Christmas time.

Grandpa had a team of horses that he 
would hook up to an old-fashioned sleigh 
and come the three miles to pick us up and 
bring us out to the farm. One such trip 
that remains clear in my mind even today 
necessitated the trip by sleigh. The prob-
lem popped up, when this particular year 
dumped so much snow that roads were 
entirely impassable, and even travel by 
sleigh posed a real problem. My memory 
of this occasion remains clear because the 
huge snowdrifts didn’t bother grandpa.

He piled us in the sleigh and off we 
went to the farm. He didn’t bother looking 
for roads, however, and just reined that 
team of horses cross-country out to the 
farm. Fences didn’t bother him, either, 
as we just sleighed right over fence lines 
and the huge piles of snow. That is quite 
a memory, and would guess that modern 
families cannot believe such conditions 
ever existed. But they did.

Roads have been raised over the years, 
and snowplow equipment much im-
proved, but there is no question but that 
we don’t have nearly as much snow in a 
year as we did years ago. Sure, there is 
that anomaly of a major snowfall occa-
sionally, but it pales in comparison to 
those of years ago. I was just a lad in the 
40s, but I still remember building snow 
forts up to 10 feet in height and having 
snowball fights with my friends.

My dad drove a Standard Oil bulk 
truck for nearly 30 years, and there were 
times in the winter when his truck trav-
eled on roads where the banks of snow 
towered higher than his truck. And with 
only push plows to clean the roads of the 
piled snow, it was sometimes three or four 
days before roads were passable. My, how 
times and Mother Nature have changed.

Christmas Drawings Near
One week from now, Christmas Eve 

will be here, and everyone will be prepar-
ing to celebrate that most holy day. Does 
it seem to you as if people have suddenly 
become cheerier and happier to walk the 
streets and greet neighbors and friends. I 
wish the mood I feel and the smiles I see 
could last the whole year through, but I 
guess I should be satisfied at what I get. 
Enjoy the days leading up to Christmas, 
and we’ll talk again.

Outside
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

PHOTO COURTESY MARY NELSON
Razorback wrestler Tyler Archer, bottom, gets Byron’s Will Wharton up in the air during his 
match last Saturday. Archer won via decision, 7-2. 

PHOTO COURTESY MARY NELSON
Westfield’s Lane Lembke controls the lower 
body of Dover-Eyota’s Jackson Welsh. Lemb-
ke won by major decision, 16-1. 
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FOR
SALE

Monitored Burglar Alarms and Fire Alarms Digitally
Recorded Camera Systems with a full 3 year replacement warranty

LOCALLY OWNED

struesdell9@hotmail.com
507-256-4443  Cell: 507-383-1958

THE QUOTES ARE FREE, THE PIECE OF MIND IS PRICELESS

LICENSE #CA06621

A+ Accredited

CALL FOR
A SPECIAL

OFFER!

Monitored Burglar Alarms and Fire Alarms Digitally
Recorded Camera Systems with a  
full 5 year replacement warranty.

404 Old Hwy 65 S, Clarks Grove, MN | struesdell9@hotmail.com
507-256-4443 Cell: 507-383-1958

THE QUOTES ARE FREE, AND
PEACE OF MIND IS PRICELESS

• Sales • Service • Installation 
• 25 years experience

Locally Owned

Call for our 
Special Winter offer, protect your home while you 

are away.

My goal is to make your home safe and provide 
the buyer/seller a sense of satisfaction 

in buying/selling their home.

Deming 
Home inspections

Based out of Owatonna. 
 I service southern Minnesota.

Buyers and sellers alike will feel
at ease in a home that has
been thoroughly inspected.

Get a thorough,
professional opinion 507-475-2383

Let me inspect your home today!
217 13th St NE • Owatonna           ssdeming@charter.net 

OF SOUTHERN MINNESOTA

sales@coolwindowshades.com • budgetblinds.com

Call us today, toll free:

877.373.8535

We Offer FREE
Consultation & Installation

Residential & Commercial

OWATONNA
HEATING & COOLING

Our Services Include
•  Residential &

Commercial
•  Family Owned & 

Operated
•  Certified Technicians
•  FREE In Home Estimates
•  Equipment Retrofit &

Replacement
•  24-Hour Emergency

Service

408 N Cedar Avenue • Owatonna

507-451-2051
owatonna-heating.net

Over 32 years
of experience

BRIAN STENDEL
Realtor®

brianstendel@gmail.com

GARAGE DOOR & MORE
OWATONNA, MN

SALES-SERVICE-REPAIR
507-213-3629
507-413-6699

(E) IRONMAN07070@YAHOO.COM
(W) PRIMEGARAGEDOOR.NET

Whether you own a home or a business, expert 
wiring is crucial to your safety and comfort. 

When you need the best in wiring, call on the 
qualified,licensed electricians at Cole’s Electric, Inc.

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna
www.ColesElectric.com

Residential • Farm • Industrial • Commercial

800-801-1387  •  507-451-1387

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL
3127 S County Road 45, Owatonna, MN 55060

507.446.8415 
Now Hiring Electrician’s

Ryan Spindler - Owner 507.456.1613
ryan@fourseasonselectric.com

507.440.8652

Luke’s Mow ’N’ Snow

SNOW 
REMOVAL

Professional Lawn Care at its Best

Servicing Austin & Surrounding AreaFully Insured

We blow snow, 
not just push it 

around!

206 Mineral Springs Rd, Owatonna, MN 
Serving Owatonna and the surrounding areas

tonysflooringmn.com

Mike Bishman

mbishman@farmersagent.com 
121 W Broadway Street
Owatonna, MN 55060 

(507) 451-0193
Hours

Mon-Fri: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat & Sun: Closed

140 NW 26th St., Owatonna, MN
fpc@fireplaceconnection.biz

507-444-0067

Discover What A Fireplace 
Can Bring To Your Home
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Please visit these sponsors for all your Winter home maintainence and home improvements needs.

YOUR GUIDE TO

HOME IMPROVEMENTSWINTER

FOR
SALE

Monitored Burglar Alarms and Fire Alarms Digitally
Recorded Camera Systems with a full 3 year replacement warranty

LOCALLY OWNED

struesdell9@hotmail.com
507-256-4443  Cell: 507-383-1958

THE QUOTES ARE FREE, THE PIECE OF MIND IS PRICELESS

LICENSE #CA06621

A+ Accredited

CALL FOR
A SPECIAL

OFFER!

Monitored Burglar Alarms and Fire Alarms Digitally
Recorded Camera Systems with a  
full 5 year replacement warranty.

404 Old Hwy 65 S, Clarks Grove, MN | struesdell9@hotmail.com
507-256-4443 Cell: 507-383-1958

THE QUOTES ARE FREE, AND
PEACE OF MIND IS PRICELESS

• Sales • Service • Installation 
• 25 years experience

Locally Owned

Call for our 
Special Winter offer, protect your home while you 

are away.

My goal is to make your home safe and provide 
the buyer/seller a sense of satisfaction 

in buying/selling their home.

Deming 
Home inspections

Based out of Owatonna. 
 I service southern Minnesota.

Buyers and sellers alike will feel
at ease in a home that has
been thoroughly inspected.

Get a thorough,
professional opinion 507-475-2383

Let me inspect your home today!
217 13th St NE • Owatonna           ssdeming@charter.net 

OF SOUTHERN MINNESOTA

sales@coolwindowshades.com • budgetblinds.com

Call us today, toll free:

877.373.8535

We Offer FREE
Consultation & Installation

Residential & Commercial

OWATONNA
HEATING & COOLING

Our Services Include
•  Residential &

Commercial
•  Family Owned & 

Operated
•  Certified Technicians
•  FREE In Home Estimates
•  Equipment Retrofit &

Replacement
•  24-Hour Emergency

Service

408 N Cedar Avenue • Owatonna

507-451-2051
owatonna-heating.net

Over 32 years
of experience

BRIAN STENDEL
Realtor®

brianstendel@gmail.com

GARAGE DOOR & MORE
OWATONNA, MN

SALES-SERVICE-REPAIR
507-213-3629
507-413-6699

(E) IRONMAN07070@YAHOO.COM
(W) PRIMEGARAGEDOOR.NET

Whether you own a home or a business, expert 
wiring is crucial to your safety and comfort. 

When you need the best in wiring, call on the 
qualified,licensed electricians at Cole’s Electric, Inc.

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna
www.ColesElectric.com

Residential • Farm • Industrial • Commercial

800-801-1387  •  507-451-1387

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL
3127 S County Road 45, Owatonna, MN 55060

507.446.8415 
Now Hiring Electrician’s

Ryan Spindler - Owner 507.456.1613
ryan@fourseasonselectric.com

507.440.8652

Luke’s Mow ’N’ Snow

SNOW 
REMOVAL

Professional Lawn Care at its Best

Servicing Austin & Surrounding AreaFully Insured

We blow snow, 
not just push it 

around!

206 Mineral Springs Rd, Owatonna, MN 
Serving Owatonna and the surrounding areas

tonysflooringmn.com

Mike Bishman

mbishman@farmersagent.com 
121 W Broadway Street
Owatonna, MN 55060 

(507) 451-0193
Hours

Mon-Fri: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat & Sun: Closed

140 NW 26th St., Owatonna, MN
fpc@fireplaceconnection.biz
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Please visit these sponsors for all your Winter home maintainence and home improvements needs.

YOUR GUIDE TO

HOME IMPROVEMENTSWINTER

256•4712
Geneva, MN24 hour service for all your

plumbing & heating needs

We’ll treat your home as
if it were our own.

RegisteredShowroom

We are working hard to 
make our furnace 

company your furnace 
company.

Phone number: (507) 433-5652
Arens Heating and Cooling, LLC.

103 3rd Street SE
Austin, MN 55912

(Located on Oakland Avenue)

Check us out for your winter 
home improvement needs

104 1/2 W Broadway St, • Owatonna Mn 55060.  
PH: 507-214-1491  • Fax: 507-214-1492   

Full service appraisal company providing 
professional, reliable appraisals and 

customer service since 2005

Owner & certified appraiser:Bobby Manglesen

www.mangelsenappraisals.com
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CLUES ACROSS

Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Islamic prayer leaders
  6. Waterproof raincoat
  9. Millisecond
 13. Popular pie nut
 14. A field of mowed grass
 15. RCO organic group
 16. Pomace brandy
 17. The innermost parts
 18. Gull suborder
 19. Became more intense
 21. Sound absorption unit
 22. Rattling breaths
 23. Indicates doctor
 24. For instance
 25. A doctrine or system
 28. Foot (Latin)
 29. Dirt shoulder
 31. Horn sound
 33. Mumbai film industry
 37. Disturbance
 39. Zedong or Tse-tung
 40. Cibin River city
 42. Kate’s sister Pippa
 45. Twitches
 46. Formal close (music)
 47. A baglike structure

 49. Lease
 50. Typographical space
 52. Pa’s partner
 53. King mackerels
 55. Ceremonial staffs
 57. About money
 60. Spoiled child
 61. Infants
 62. Semitic fertility god
 64. __ Frank’s diary
 65. Reimbursed
 66. English pennies
 67. 365 days
 68. G. Gershwin’s brother
 69. Stopping device
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Inches per minute (abbr.)
  2. Medieval honey drink
  3. Land area unit
  4. One who carries #55 
across
  5. Tin
  6. Adult female horses
  7. Overwhelmed with won-
der
  8. Brain and spinal cord 

(abbr.)
  9. Inept
 10. One who re-
places a striker
 11. Any habitation 
at a high altitude
 12. Hold fast to
 14. Sad from being 
alone
 17. Slang for fa-
mous person
 20. Soft infant 
food
 21. Small mergan-
sers
 25. Big Blue
 26. Appear to be
 27. Greek verse in-
tended to be sung
 29. Next to
 30. Flying Pegasus 
corp.
 32. Records walk-
ing steps
 34. Broad back 
muscle
 35. Teased apart
 36. Cut into small 
cubes
 38. Icelandic 
poems
 41. American time
 43. City of Angels
 44. Nostrils
 48. Narrow canvas 
bed
 50. Force into a 
bay
 51. Sept. 1914 
battle
 53. Sergeant fish
 54. Cavalry-sword
 56. Town of Jesus’ 
1st miracle
 57. Picasso’s  mis-
tress Dora
 58. Frog genus
 59. Talk tiresomely
 61. Characters in 
one inch of tape
 63. Side sheltered 
from the wind
 66. Lead

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DIS-
TRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION 

 
Court File No: 
74-PR-19-2008

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL ADJUDICA-
TION OF INTESTACY,
 DETERMINATION OF 

HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRE-

SENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of 

Shirley Ruth Winter
		  Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on January 6, , 
2020 at 2:45 a.m., a hearing 
will be held in this Court at 
111 East Main Street , Owa-
tonna, Minnesota, for the 
adjudication of intestacy and 
determination of heirship of 
the Decedent, and for the 
appointment of Robert A. 
Winter whose address is: 
412 10th Ave. NW, Wase-
ca, Minnesota 56093 as 
Personal Representatives 
of the Estate of the Dece-
dent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration. 

Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Repre-
sentative will be appointed 
with full power to administer 
the Estate, including the 
power to collect all as-
sets, to pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all nec-
essary acts for the Estate. 

With the honorable Joseph 
A. Bueltel. 

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.3-801) 
all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims 
to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Admin-
istrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.
 

Joseph A. Bueltel, 
Judge of District Court

11/14/2019

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

11/14/2019

Attorney for Petitioner 
Molly Byron 

Byron Law Office, PLLC 
122 North State St 
Waseca,MN,56093 

Attorney License No: 
0163843 

Telephone: (507) 835-3355 
FAX: (507) 835-3303 

Email: byronlawofficewase-
ca@gmail.com 

12/11, 12/18

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIG-
INAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the follow-
ing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  
April 27, 2018
MORTGAGOR: Raul Padilla, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Affinity Plus 
Federal Credit Union, a cred-
it union organized under the 

laws of the United States of 
America
DATE AND PLACE OF RE-
CORDING:  recorded on 
April 30, 2018, as Document 
No. A000417987, in the Of-
fice of the County Record-
er in and for Steele County, 
Minnesota.
TRANSACTION AGENT:  
None
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER ON MORT-
GAGE:  None
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Affinity Plus Federal Credit 
Union
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  N/A
MORTGAGED PROPER-
TY ADDRESS:  835 Mineral 
Springs Road, Owatonna, 
Minnesota 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO. 17-
195-0105
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:  Lot 5, in Plotz's 
1st Addition, City of Owaton-
na, Steele County, Minneso-
ta.
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED:  Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$104,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS 
OF DATE OF NOTICE, IN-
CLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, 
PAID BY MORTGAGEE:  
$106,761.20
INTEREST RATE AND PER 
DIEM:  Current interest rate 
is 4.50%, with a per diem of 
$12.62.
That prior to commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee com-
plied with all notice require-
ments by statute; That no ac-
tion or proceeding has been 
instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage or any part 
thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
January 2, 2020, at 10:00 
a.m.
PLACE OF SALE:  Steele 
County Sheriff's Office, 
Steele County Law Enforce-
ment, Center, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, Minneso-
ta  55060, to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mort-
gage, taxes, if any, on said 
premises, and the costs and 
disbursements, including at-
torneys’ fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within 
six (6) months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgag-
or, their personal representa-
tives or assigns.
DATE AND TIME MORT-
GAGOR MUST VACATE 
THE PREMISES: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 

premises by July 2, 2020, at 
11:59 p.m.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY 
BE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RES-
IDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.”

Dated:  November 8, 2019	

MESSERLI & KRAMER P.A.

By:/s/ Michelle R. Jester	

Michelle R. Jester (Lic. 
#247479)

1400 Fifth Street Towers
100 South Fifth Street

Minneapolis, MN 
55402-1217

(612) 672-3600

Attorney in Fact for
Affinity Plus Federal 

Credit Union
15845-954

IMPORTANT NOTICE
This communication is from 
a debt collector and is an at-
tempt to collect a debt.  Any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

11/13, 11/20, 11/27
12/4, 12/11, 12/18

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Case No:74-CV-19-2244
Case Type: OTHER CIVIL 

(REFORMATION OF
 INSTRUMENT/ QUIET 

TITLE) 
  

Aaron Alan Armstrong and 
Alvin Jay Armstrong as 
Trustees of the Charles J. 
Armstrong Living Trust dated 
November 4, 2015,

                    Plaintiff, 

v.

Charles S. Armstrong, Mary 
C. Armstrong, The Trustee(s) 
of the Charles S. Armstrong 
and Mary C. Armstrong Re-
vocable Living Trust, Michael 
J. Schema, Gary E. Steffen, 
The Trustee(s) of the Susan 

J. Anderson Trust Agreement 
dated January 24, 2000, 
Springer Family Limited 
Partnership, Jerome D. Kern, 
Lorinda M. Kern, Richard 
H. Hanson, Carol A. Kensy, 
Brian C. Aase, John McCool, 
also known as John B. Mc-
Cool, Scott P. Kasper, Dawn 
C. Kasper, and also, all other 
persons or entities unknown 
claiming any right, title, 
estate, interest, or lien, in the 
real estate described in the 
complaint herein, including 
the heirs at law, and legatees 
and devisees of any of the 
foregoing defendants who are 
deceased or dissolved,
                    Defendants.

SUMMONS

THIS SUMMONS IS DI-
RECTED TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANTS.

1.  YOU ARE BEING SUED.  
The Plaintiff has started a 
lawsuit against you.
	
The original Plaintiff’s Com-
plaint is on file at the office 
of the Court Administrator of 
the above named Court.  Do 
not throw these papers away.  
They are official papers that 
affect your rights.  You must 
respond to this lawsuit even 
though it may not yet be filed 
with the Court and there may 
be no court file number on 
this Summons.

2.  YOU MUST REPLY WITH-
IN 20 DAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.  You must 
give or mail to the person 
who signed this Summons 
a written response called an 
Answer within 20 days of the 
date on which you received 
this Summons.  You must 
send a copy of your Answer 
to the person who signed 
this Summons located at the 
following address:

Law Office of 
Shawn Vogt Sween LLC

Shawn Vogt Sween, 
Attorney at Law
104 Main Street

Grand Meadow, MN 55936

3.  YOU MUST RESPOND 
TO EACH CLAIM.  The An-
swer is your written response 
to the Plaintiff’s Complaint.  In 
your Answer you must state 
whether you agree or dis-
agree with each paragraph of 
the Complaint.  If you believe 
the Plaintiff should not be 
given everything asked for in 
the Complaint, you must say 
so in your Answer.
	
4.  YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT 
SEND A WRITTEN RE-
SPONSE TO THE COM-
PLAINT TO THE PERSON 
WHO SIGNED THIS SUM-
MONS.  If you do not answer 
within 20 days, you will lose 

this case.  You will not get to 
tell your side of the story, and 
the Court may decide against 
you and award the Plaintiff 
everything asked for in the 
Complaint.  If you do not want 
to contest the claims stated 
in the Complaint, you do not 
need to respond.  A default 
judgment can then be en-
tered against you for the relief 
requested in the Complaint.

5.  LEGAL ASSISTANCE.  
You may wish to get legal 
help from a lawyer.  If you do 
not have a lawyer, the Court 
Administrator may have infor-
mation about places where 
you can get legal assistance.  
Even if you cannot get legal 
help, you must still provide a 
written Answer to protect your 
rights or you may lose the 
case.	
 
6.  ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION.  The parties 
may agree to or be ordered 
to participate in an alternative 
dispute resolution process 
under Rule 114 of the 
Minnesota General Rules of 
Practice.  You must still send 
your written response to the 
Complaint even if you expect 
to use alternative means of 
resolving this dispute.
7.  THIS LAWSUIT MAY 
AFFECT OR BRING INTO 
QUESTION TITLE TO REAL 
PROPERTY located in Steele 
County, State of Minneso-
ta, legally described on the 
attached Exhibit A. The object 
of this action is to determine 
that the defendants have no 
right, title, estate, interest, 
or lien in or on the above 
described real estate.
	
8.  557.03 NOTICE OF NO 
PERSONAL CLAIM.  Pursu-
ant to Minn. Stat. § 557.03 
you are hereby served with 
notice that no personal claim 
is made against you and that 
any defendant upon whom 
this notice is served who 
unreasonably defends this 
action shall pay full costs to 
the plaintiff. 

  LAW OFFICE OF SHAWN 
VOGT SWEEN, LLC

Dated: 
Shawn Vogt Sween

MN# 0387368
104 Main St S

Grand Meadow, MN 55936
Telephone:  507-754-4555
Facsimile:  507-754-4554

e-mail:  shawn@svslawoffice.
com

EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

The Southeast Quarter of 
Section 14 and the North Half 

of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 23, all in Township 
108 North, Range 19 West, 
Steele County, Minnesota.

12/18, 12/25, 1/1

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF FILING
Westfield Township

Notice is hereby given to citizens of Westfield Township that affidavits of candidacy may be 
filed with John Fouarge Township Clerk at his home starting January 2nd 2020 and closing 
January 16th at 5 p.m. for the office one Supervisor for a three year term and one Clerk for 
a two year term. 

John Fouarge (Clerk)
507-208-3759
Westfield Township
c/o 75020 118th Ave.
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

12/18, 12/25



STEELE COUNTY TIMES	                                                                                                                                                                WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 18, 2019 | B7
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019 | ADVANTAGE |  A11

Find us on 
Facebook

Place your 
employment 
ads with us. 

Call 634-7503

Place your 
employment ads 

with us. 
Call 507-319-
1549 and ask 

for Annie

TWO OLDER BOOK DIS-
PLAY racks, each holds ap-
prox.. 50-60 books. Racks 
came from Hallmark store. 
$40 for both, or best offer. 
Call 507-450-5395 (52-1-
5pd)
APPROX. 100 OLDER 
SPICE TINS, some card-
board containers, some are 
very rare. $50 for all, or best 
offer Please  call 507-450-
5395 (52-1-5 pd)
24 Blue-Green Quart Can-
ning Jars with Lead lids. 
$50.00 for all or best offer  
507-450-5395 (1-4pd)

Find us on 
Facebook

CALEB’S PET SITTING, Cats 
and Dogs, please call me at 
507- 634 -7907.  33tfc       
SAMANTHA UPHAM’S 
BABYSITTING/NANNY ser-
vices  I’m a 15-year-old hon-
ors student entering my soph-
omore year at Kasson High 
School.  I have babysitting 
experience and have been 

CAREGIVER WANTED 
OVERNIGHT. Available 
hours-Friday or Saturday 
night, 10-12-hour shifts at 
$13.25/hr. to start. No expe-
rience necessary. No Heavy 
Lifting.  If interested, please 
call 507-289-2756 (50-52pd)
PARTTIME COOK Experi-
ence preferred but required. 
Nights and weekends. Call 
507-634-6646 or visit us at 
111 West Main St. to Apply. 
TFN.

HOT JOBS

BARGAIN 
FINDERS

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

DODGE CENTER 1 bedroom 
upper apt, in house.  Stove, 
Refrigerator, water, and gar-
bage serv. provided.  Available 
now. $495 monthly, plus $495 
deposit and ref.  No pets, non 
smokers ONLY apply.  507-
374-6747. 
2 BDRM HOUSE IN THE 
COUNTRY. Stove, refriger-
ator, washer, dryer provided. 
No pets. No smoking. Two 
written references. $700.00 a 
month and a security deposit of 
$1,000.00  Call 507-635-5301 
(52-1-3 pd)
GREENFIELD MANOR 
APARTMENTS 1 BD ~ KAS-
SON Smoke free apts for 62+ 
or disabled persons open Jan. 
$510 p/mo + elec. Month to 
month leases & deposit pay 
plans. 507-398-6027 or 507-
451-8524 www.lifestyleinc.net  
tdd 507-451-0704 Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity (52-1-3 chg)    
ROZELL II APARTMENTS 
DODGE CENTER RENTALS 
Smoke free 2 bd apts open 
Feb. 1 ½ baths, blinds, large 
closets, DW & decks. $755 p/
mo + elec. Garages also avail 
to rent. 507-438-7935 or 507-
451-8524 or www.lifestyleinc.
net  tdd 507-451-0704 EHO 
(52-1-3 chg) 
GREENFIELD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 2 BD ~ KAS-
SON Newly updated & open 
January. $540 p/mo + elec. 
Month to month leases & de-
posit payment plans. 507-398-
6027 or 507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net  tdd 507-451-
0704 Equal Housing Opportu-
nity (52-1-5 chg) 

S IN STOCK!  Snowmobile, 
Dump, Cargo.  Aluminum, 
Steel, Open, Enclosed.  Fla-
herty’s Albert Lea.  www.
h i - techmotor werks .com                 
52MCS

FOR RENT

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

Dear Motor Medics,
I am a loyal Hoody from Canada listening to your 
car-talk show every chance I get. My car is a 2004 
Chrysler 300M with 80,000 miles, that I bought 
last year. Since I didn't know the car's service 
history I decided to have the transmission �uid 
and �lter changed as you have talked about on 
your radio show. Listening to you talk I have 
learned that this only replaces some of the �uid 
therefore I would like to take my car in to have a 
complete transmission �ush done where they will 
replace all the �uid. Would you say that this is 
advisable to do at the current mileage?

Thank you Lawrence in Canada

Dear Lawrence,
This is one of the most frequent questions we get 
about cars on our radio show. With this model if it 
hasn’t been done it’s a good idea to �ush your 
transmission instead of just dropping the pan and 
changing the �lter and whatever �uid comes out. 
Removing just the pan to drain the transmission will 
only result in about 5 quarts out of 15 or so being 
changed, or roughly 1/3rd of the capacity. That 
would be like changing only 2 quarts of engine oil 
each change instead of draining the entire engine. 
The contaminated �uid will eventually lead to a 
buildup of deposits on the valves and eventual 
slipping of the transmission. For a complete �ush 
we recommend adding a cleaner to the 
transmission then operating through all of the gears 
and then �ush it. Once �ushed add a conditioner 
and you should be set. Most facilities with a �ush 
service should have this option available.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics, 
I enjoy your car-talk show and columns very 
much. I have a 1999 Chevrolet pickup with a V8 
and 4wd. I feel I get lousy combined city highway 
mileage, at last check it was 14mpg. I have heard 
you advertise a cleaner that might improve gas 
mileage. I am wondering if it would clog the fuel 
�lter since I have never used it and since I don’t 
know what junk could be in the system now. Do 
the tank or lines need to be �ushed �rst? Do I just 
pour it in the tank and go? How often should I use 
it? Thanks so very much.

Thank you, Jeanne in South Dakota

Dear Jeanne, 
The cleaning we mention on the radio show is 
what’s commonly referred to as fuel system or 
induction system cleaning. When a cleaning is 
properly performed it will clean the intake, injectors, 
and combustion chambers of the engine bringing 
back its ability to run e�ciently. Carbon deposits in 
the engine rob its e�ciency and this leads to lost 
mileage and power. You do not need to replace the 
�lter to do this or clean the tank as this is not a pour 
in product. The pour in products are good in 
between cleanings but cannot clean as well as the 
professional system. Your mileage compares with 
many other vehicles like yours so at this time 
cleaning the system may not gain you much in the 
way of mileage if any.

Take care, the Motor Medics
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WE BUY ALL METALS! 
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

AUTO џ HOME џ LIFE џ BUSINESS 
INSURANCE

Jacob	Simons
President

507.361.7556
jacob@allinsb.com	

2518	Superior	Dr	NW	Suite	101A	
Rochester,	MN	55901

115 Highway 56 N. West Concord 

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Darrick Schewe, Owner

583-9994
Located in Napa Auto Parts Building

704 7th St Circle Se џ 634-4633

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110 
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

Dear Motor Medics,
  I’m tired of the high fuel prices as I bet 
we all are. What’s even worse than the 
high fuel prices is a car that gets bad 
fuel mileage. I have a 2004 Ford Taurus 
with the 3.0 engine that’s well taken 
care of and I have about 110,000 miles 
on it. I average about 24 mpg per tank 
which my shop tells me is about right 
for this car and my driving habits but 
many vehicles get much better. I would 
like to improve my fuel mileage and 
have been looking into changing my 
air filter to one of those lifetime filters 
you see advertised everywhere. I have 
had many different conflicting reports 
as to how this will affect my car ranging 
from raving fans to don’t do it. What is 
your opinion as guys who work on cars 
every day? I’m sure you’ve had this 
question before.
Don in Carroll Iowa

Dear Don, 
Aftermarket air filters have been around 
a long time. There are several differ-
ent filter manufactures and many are 
similar in performance. Most all of these 
are washable units that allow repeated 
use for many years before replacement 
is necessary so you won’t have to pur-
chase another one. Many are also oiled 
and the biggest problem we see is over 
oiling which can cause problems with 
the intake sensor if the oil reaches it. As 
for performance, you may gain a small 
amount of mileage with the filter.
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2005 Dodge Caravan SE 
that we bought used and it was not 
equipped with power windows, door 
locks, or power sliding doors. We would 
really like to add these features and 
keyless entry. Can this be done for a 
reasonable price and where do we go 
to get it done?
Janet in Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Brandon, 
Power features have become stan-
dard on vehicles or at least it seems 
that way. More and more vehicles, es-
pecially ones that are used for hauling 
the family like a van seem to almost 
always have full power in them. It is a 
rarity for one to come into our shop that 
does not have at least power windows 
and locks but they are out there. The 
cost of the accessories will be depen-
dent on the shop and the quality. As 
for adding them to the front doors that 
should not be that big of an issue. Many 
companies offer aftermarket power 
windows and lock kits and remotes can 
be added easily as well. The power 
sliding doors are another story and I 
have not seen anyone who makes an 
aftermarket unit for those but there may 
be out there. 
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
I am a loyal Hoody from Canada listening to your 
car-talk show every chance I get. My car is a 2004 
Chrysler 300M with 80,000 miles, that I bought 
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your radio show. Listening to you talk I have 
learned that this only replaces some of the �uid 
therefore I would like to take my car in to have a 
complete transmission �ush done where they will 
replace all the �uid. Would you say that this is 
advisable to do at the current mileage?

Thank you Lawrence in Canada
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This is one of the most frequent questions we get 
about cars on our radio show. With this model if it 
hasn’t been done it’s a good idea to �ush your 
transmission instead of just dropping the pan and 
changing the �lter and whatever �uid comes out. 
Removing just the pan to drain the transmission will 
only result in about 5 quarts out of 15 or so being 
changed, or roughly 1/3rd of the capacity. That 
would be like changing only 2 quarts of engine oil 
each change instead of draining the entire engine. 
The contaminated �uid will eventually lead to a 
buildup of deposits on the valves and eventual 
slipping of the transmission. For a complete �ush 
we recommend adding a cleaner to the 
transmission then operating through all of the gears 
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and you should be set. Most facilities with a �ush 
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�lter since I have never used it and since I don’t 
know what junk could be in the system now. Do 
the tank or lines need to be �ushed �rst? Do I just 
pour it in the tank and go? How often should I use 
it? Thanks so very much.

Thank you, Jeanne in South Dakota

Dear Jeanne, 
The cleaning we mention on the radio show is 
what’s commonly referred to as fuel system or 
induction system cleaning. When a cleaning is 
properly performed it will clean the intake, injectors, 
and combustion chambers of the engine bringing 
back its ability to run e�ciently. Carbon deposits in 
the engine rob its e�ciency and this leads to lost 
mileage and power. You do not need to replace the 
�lter to do this or clean the tank as this is not a pour 
in product. The pour in products are good in 
between cleanings but cannot clean as well as the 
professional system. Your mileage compares with 
many other vehicles like yours so at this time 
cleaning the system may not gain you much in the 
way of mileage if any.
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Steven's
Collison Center

700 7th St. Circle SE . Kasson
507-634-6444 

Mon-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m

• 24 hour towing
• Free Written Estimates
• All Work Guaranteed

• Complete Paint & Bodywork
• Auto Glass Repairs

• Vinyl Roof & Seat Repairs

Applications and more information 
available at www.semcac.org, or by 

contacting Barb Thompson 
at barb.thompson@semcac.org 

or 507-864-8202.
Applications must be received by January 7, 2020. 

  EOE

Semcac is currently accepting 
applications for a Food Shelf 

Assistant, up to 13 hours per week, 
at the Kasson Contact Center. 

Must be able to multi-task, complete paperwork, 
provide food shelf services and support to clients.  A 
positive attitude, networking with other 
community organizations and groups, working 
with volunteers, and computer skills required.  

CITY OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE POLICE
ELIGIBILITY ROSTER FOR 
PART-TIME PEACE OFFICERS 

Applications, supplemental questionnaire, and a full job description 

may be obtained at Blooming Prairie City Hall located at 138 Highway 

Avenue South, Blooming Prairie MN 55917. A resume will not be 

accepted in lieu of a completed City of Blooming Prairie application.

The Blooming Prairie Police Department is accepting 

applications for 2 part-time Police Officers. Applicants 

must be willing to work weekends and holidays. 

Applicants must meet the minimum selection standards set by MN POST 

Board and be licensed or eligible to be licensed by the date of hire. Our 

hiring process will include an oral interview, extensive background 

investigation, psychological exam and physical exam.

For more information, please contact Police Chief Greg Skillestad at 

507-583-7885. Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled, 

with priority given to applications that are received by December 30th, 2019 

at 5:00 pm. Weekend and Holiday availability is expected.

City of Blooming Prairie
138 Hwy Ave S.

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
507-583-7885

➧Resident Assistant
 • FT & PT 2 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

➧Cook
• FT 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
• PT 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Apply at: 800 5th Ave. NW, Kasson, MN • EOE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

If you have a caring-giving heart…

Join our team!

through a class specific for 
caring for young children. I am 
best suited to care for toddlers 
through young teens. Available 
7 days a week and can be very 
flexible with times. I will ensure 
a summer full of fun! (refer-
ences upon request) 507-358-
3415  27tfn
PIERSON LAWN AND 
SNOW. Now giving bids for 
snow removal for this winter. I 
plow for residential and com-
mercial properties. If interest-
ed, please call 507-696-3849 
and leave a voice message for 
your free estimate.
BRIANNA’S LAWN CARE 
SERVICES Mowing, trimming, 
complete yard cleanup.  Week-
ly or on call. Satisfacton guar-
anteed Free estimates. Call 
507-421-7945
I JUST WANTED TO LET 
PEOPLE OUT there know 
that I would like to start a small 
snow removal business in the 
Blooming Prairie Area! I live in 
Blooming Prairie and if you are 
interested or need somebody 
to shovel your driveway and 
sidewalk(s) I would be happy to 
help, if interested my number is 
507-774-9366.
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Christmas Eve Service Monday, 
December 24 - 6:30 p.m. 

1500 18th Street SE  | Owatonna | 507-446-5850 
w w w . c o r n e r s t o n e o w a t o n n a . c o m

Join us for worship and song to fill your heart 
with the love of Jesus’ birth. Everyone Welcome!

Building a family in Christ, 
to reach families for Christ

Christmas Services

Our Savior’s
Lutheran
Church

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service & Blessing 3:00 PM
Candlelight Service & Blessing 5:00 PM
Candlelight Service & Communion 9:00 PM

1909 Saint Paul Road | P.O. Box 423 | Owatonna | 507-451-4853
oursaviorsowatonna.com

 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

SS AA CC RR EE DD   HH EE AA RR TT     
CC AA TT HH OO LL II CC   CC HH UU RR CC HH   

8 1 0  S .  C e d a r  A v e  
O w a t o n n a ,  M N   5 5 0 6 0  

 Christmas Day 
         8:00 am   
       10:00 am  

Christmas Eve  
    5:00 p.m. & 9:30 pm  
    7:00 pm (en Español)  

2500 7th Avenue NE Owatonna 
507-451-4125  

goodshepherdowatonna.com 

  
Carols and Candles  
4:00pm and 5:30pm 

  
Worship with Hymns 

10:30am                         

Christmas Eve
Family Blessing

   9:30 am
   1:00 pm
  3:00 pm

Christmas Day

609 Lincoln Avenue | Owatonna MN
507.451.4520 | tlcowatonna.org

10:00 am with Communion

the birth of
at worship!

Celebrate
Christ

Candlelight &
Communion

  5:00 pm
  7:00 pm
10:00 pm

St. Columbanus
Catholic Church

Christmas Eve Mass
4 pm, Holy Trinity, Litomysl

Christmas Day Mass
8 am, Sacred Heart, Hayfield

10 am, St. Columbanus, Blooming Prairie

Solemnity of Mary Mass (Holy Day of Obligation)

114 E Main Street | Blooming Prairie  | (507) 583-2784

12-31, 5 pm, Sacred Heart, Hayfield
1-1, 8:30 am, St. Columbanus, Blooming Prairie

Christmas Eve Family Service 4:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 9:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service  9:30 a.m.

St. John  
Lutheran Church
1301 Lincoln Ave SE, Owatonna

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.

Round yon Virgin, 
Mother and Child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.

Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,

Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love's pure light.

Radiant beams from 
Thy holy face

With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 

Trinity Lutheran Church
PO Box 209
102 3rd Street SW
Medford, MN 55049

www.tlcmedford.org
tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com
507-451-0447 
or 507-676-4275

Sunday Worship 
at 9 a.m. with 

Education Hour at 10:15 a.m.

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service at 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Day 
Service at 9 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
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