
Corona cases skyrocket  
to 111 in Steele

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

COVID-19 cases are 
skyrocketing in Steele 
County as there are 
now 111 new confirmed 
cases, up from 65 the 
previous week, public 
health officials report.

After weeks in the 
early stages of the 
outbreak with low 
numbers, Steele County 
has now jumped to the 
18th highest county with 
positive cases in Min-
nesota. The good news 
remains there are still 
no deaths in the four 
county area, including 
Steele, Dodge, Freeborn 
and Mower.

The Times has 
learned one of the Steele 
County clusters that 
surfaced earlier this 
month is at Viracon in 
Owatonna. As of May 
6, Viracon had 24 cases 
with night shift workers 
being unusually high.

“This is a cluster,” 
said Public Health Di-
rector Amy Caron. “It’s 
not an outbreak, which 
is more widespread.”

In light of the cluster, 
Viracon began tem-
perature screening in 
addition to the current 
questions being asked 
at shift start to detect 
people who are sick 
before they start work.

Viracon has asked its 
employees to stay away 
from others whenev-
er possible by social 
distancing. If workers 
need to be close, they 
are required to have 
masks on over nose and 
mouth.

Caron said Viracon 
is one of three manufac-
turers in Steele County 
to see positive corona-
virus cases. “Public 
Health is working 
directly with them,” she 
said, noting outreach 
had even begun prior to 
the confirmed cases.

The cases involving 
factory workers are 
counted in the coun-
ty where they reside 
and not work, Caron 
said. She pointed out 
that there are workers 
commuting into Steele 
County from other 
areas, and if they are 
positive, the number 
would not be counted in 
Steele County’s totals.

Rice County, for 
example, has 260 con-
firmed cases with two 
deaths.

Caron noted some 
local manufacturers 
have closed down to 
clean their facilities. 
She said a shutdown 
typically happens for 
24 hours so crews can 
do “deep cleaning and 
disinfecting.”

For the first time 
since the pandemic 
began in mid-March, 
Steele County is report-

MOTOR BUS CRISIS
Owners plead for help to bail out 

shuttered coaches
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

Ever since the 
coronavirus pandemic 
began in mid-March, 
the motor coach in-
dustry has come to a 
screeching halt, leaving 
anxious bus owners 
uncertain about their 
future.

Cavalier Coaches, 
Inc. of Owatonna is 
one of many motor 
coach companies 
across the country 

shuttered by the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
Cavalier coaches serve 
customers throughout 
southern Minnesota 
and northern Iowa 
with terminals in 
Owatonna, Albert Lea 
and Mason City.

John Regan, owner 
of Cavalier Coaches, 
said the motor coach 
industry took its plight 
to Washington, D.C. 
last week where they 
staged a Motorcoaches 
Roaring for America 

rally. Nearly 1,100 bus-
es, including one from 
Cavalier’s fleet, took 
part in the rally. Cav-
alier drivers Joanne 
Langer of Owatonna 
and Don Richter of Al-
bert Lea drove a coach 
out to Washington for 
the one-day rally.

The rally, organized 
by the American Bus 
Association and United 
Motorcoach Associa-
tion industry groups, 
took place on May 13. 
The buses received 

police escort around 
the nation’s capitol.

“The motorcoach 
industry has received 
absolutely zero in aid,” 
Regan said. “Not a 

penny has been given to 
the motorcoaches. We 
need some kind of assis-
tance to get us through 
so we don’t go out of 
business. It’s a brutal 

situation right now for 
motorcoaches.”

Regan said the govern-
ment has bailed out other 

NO DAIRY BREAKFAST
Steele County American Dairy Association has 

cancelled its annual Breakfast on the Farm.
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World ............ 4,710,000
Deaths .......... 315,000
Recovered ..... 1,730,000

U.S. ............... 1,520,000
Deaths .......... 89,932
Recovered ..... 281,000

MN................15,668
Deaths .......... 722
Recovered ..... 10,897

Steele ............ 111
Deaths .......... 0
Recovered ..... 14

Dodge ........... 36
Deaths .......... 0
Recovered ..... 15
AS OF MAY 18, 2020

Pandemic forces county  
to furlough workers

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

With a significant 
decrease of revenue 
projected due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Steele County offi-
cials are being forced 
into the uncharted 
territory of employee 
furloughs.

County Adminis-
trator Scott Golberg 
confirmed Monday 
that some county 
employees will be 
furloughed beginning 
as early as next week. 
He declined to give 
a specific number of 
employees involved at 
this time, but said it 
will likely affect most 
county departments. 
He has met with all 
department heads to 
identify a strategic 
plan of which workers 
can be furloughed. 
Most of the employees 
affected by furloughs 

have been notified, 
Golberg said.

“Furloughs are 
flexible, and we can 
get employees back 
to work right away if 
needed,” Golberg said.

Golberg is waiting 
for the Steele Coun-
ty Board to give its 
approval to move for-
ward with furloughs. 
That was expected 
to happen today 
(Wednesday) during a 
special board meeting.

Based on projec-
tions done by officials, 
the county is anticipat-
ing $1 million decrease 
in overall revenue for 
2020 because of the 
coronavirus crisis. 
Golberg said the 
county is experiencing 
revenue shortfalls 
with fees, sales tax, 
reimbursements and 
rentals. “People aren’t 
doing the things they 
could before (the pan-
demic),” he said.

One of the other 
factors will be prop-
erty tax payments, 
which the county 
agreed to waive late 
fees and penalties for 
two months until July 
15. Golberg said the 
county still doesn’t 
know the full financial 
impact of that decision.

Golberg stressed 
that public safety and 
health will not be 
compromised by the 
furloughs. No fur-
loughs are expected in 
the sheriff’s office or 
public health depart-
ment. “We have to 
keep our front liners 
working,” he said.

The furloughs being 
implemented, Golberg 
noted, are different 
than layoffs. Furloughs 
are temporary while 
layoffs are generally 
considered perma-
nent. “We hope it will 

INSIDE AREA DEATHS

BUS CRISIS
The motorcoach industry is in 
crisis as buses are shut down. 

GRADUATION PLANS
Area schools unveil their plans to 

honor the Class of 2020.

CURBSIDE DELIVERY
Area libraries are back to offering curbside 

delivery for checking out books.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Cavalier Coaches, Inc. of Owatonna takes part in a one-day Motorcoaches Roaring 
for America Rally in Washington, D.C. The Cavalier coach was one of nearly 1,100 
buses involved in the rally. Joanne Langer of Owatonna and Don Richter of Albert 
Lea drove the bus for Cavalier.

SEE CORONA CASES, A6

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
The COVID-19 crisis spurs a lesson in sharing love from a distance for both teachers and students alike at Blooming Prairie Elementary School. In a bright red convertible, 
the Johnson family shares some love during a Teacher Appreciation parade around the school May 14. Abbey Johnson, riding in a car with grandma Tammy, grandpa Kevin 
and brother Brady, shows a sign directed at her teacher: "I miss you Mrs. Lea." See Hometown Extra on page A4 for more photos and a story.

Love  Love  
from a distancefrom a distance
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Pause to remember fallen vets
With this coming Monday set aside as Memorial Day, it’s important for everyone to 

pause to remember and honor our fallen veterans.
Memorial Day is one of the most poignant federal holidays we observe every year in the 

U.S. It’s a day where we honor those who have lost their lives in military service so that we 
can enjoy our freedoms.

Our remembrances will be somewhat curtailed this year because of the COVID-19 crisis 
going on, but we still need to reflect on those lost in service through many historic battles, 
including the Civil War, World War II and more recent conflicts.

Perhaps one of the greatest lessons that we can take away from Memorial Day is to 
never forget that freedom isn’t free. As President Harry S. Truman once said, “Our debt to 
the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can never be repaid. They 
have earned our undying gratitude. America will never forget their sacrifices.”

To all our present and past U.S. Servicemen and women: thank you for your services. We 
honor those who have selflessly given and valiantly served our nation.

As Memorial Day approaches, remember this: “All gave some… some gave all.” Wherev-
er you are and whatever you are doing, celebrate, honor and remember on Memorial Day. 
Join in as we remember their sacrifice and honor their service.

We leave you with this popular poem by A. Lawrence Vaincourt, “Just a Common 
Solider.”

A Soldier Died Today
By A. Lawrence Vaincourt

He was getting old and paunchy and his hair was falling fast,
And he sat around the Legion, telling stories of the past.

Of a war that he had fought in and the deeds that he had done,
In his exploits with his buddies; they were heroes, every one.

And tho’ sometimes, to his neighbors, his tales became a joke,
All his Legion buddies listened, for they knew whereof he spoke.
But we’ll hear his tales no longer for old Bill has passed away,

And the world’s a little poorer, for a soldier died today.
He will not be mourned by many, just his children and his wife,

For he lived an ordinary and quite uneventful life.
Held a job and raised a family, quietly going his own way,

And the world won’t note his passing, though a soldier died today.
When politicians leave this earth, their bodies lie in state,

While thousands note their passing and proclaim that they were great.
Papers tell their whole life stories, from the time that they were young,

But the passing of a soldier goes unnoticed and unsung.
Is the greatest contribution to the welfare of our land

A guy who breaks his promises and cons his fellow man?
Or the ordinary fellow who, in times of war and strife,

Goes off to serve his Country and offers up his life?
A politician’s stipend and the style in which he lives

Are sometimes disproportionate to the service that he gives.
While the ordinary soldier, who offered up his all,

Is paid off with a medal and perhaps, a pension small.
It’s so easy to forget them for it was so long ago,

That the old Bills of our Country went to battle, but we know
It was not the politicians, with their compromise and ploys,
Who won for us the freedom that our Country now enjoys.

Should you find yourself in danger, with your enemies at hand,
Would you want a politician with his ever-shifting stand?
Or would you prefer a soldier, who has sworn to defend

His home, his kin and Country and would fight until the end?
He was just a common soldier and his ranks are growing thin,
But his presence should remind us we may need his like again.

For when countries are in conflict, then we find the soldier’s part
Is to clean up all the troubles that the politicians start.

If we cannot do him honor while he’s here to hear the praise,
Then at least let’s give him homage at the ending of his days.

Perhaps just a simple headline in a paper that would say,
Our Country is in mourning, for a soldier died today.

Faceless in a pandemic era
The jury is still out 

on what exactly will 
happen to our commu-
nities in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the worst public health 
crisis in more than a 
century.

Some communities 
are already facing the 
fallout of the coro-
navirus infiltrating 
into their normal way 
of life. Weekly news-
papers are shutting 
down in the face of the 
pandemic.

Last week two 
well-respected weekly 
publications, Woodbury 
Bulletin and Hastings 
Star Gazette ceased 
publication, leaving 
their communities 
deserted. Other papers 
that have recently shut 
down are Eden Prairie 
News, the Lakeshore 
Weekly News, the Lake 
County News Chron-
icle in Two Harbors, 
the Jasper Journal in 
southwestern Minne-
sota and the Osakis 
Review. Last month I 
told you about six other 
newspapers in the Fill-
more County area that 
quit publishing. Over 
the past two months, 
the state has lost 13 
weekly publications.

A national media 
analyst has predicted 
that there are 200 to 300 
weekly newspapers that 
will not be around by 
the end of the year na-
tionally. As many as 500 
more newspapers are 
expected to reduce their 
publication schedule 
this year. Austin and 
Albert Lea are already 
in that category as they 
have trimmed back 
from dailies to two days 
a week.

It’s not the kind of 
news I like sharing. 
For someone like me 
who is dependent 
on the success of a 
newspaper, it’s down-
right discouraging and 
alarming.

It has been a long 
struggle for the news-
paper industry. The 
pandemic is partly 
to blame, but many 
newspapers have been 
struggling for years. 
Ad revenue for all U.S. 
newspapers was $48.7 
billion in 2000, but by 
2017 it had fallen to 
$16.5 billion, according 
to the Pew Research 
Center. Goggle and 
Facebook are largely 
responsible for the 
steep declines with the 
print industry.

Advertising revenue 
is the primary source of 
income for newspapers. 
It’s not hard to figure 
out, but with little to 
no revenue coming in 
from businesses and 
organizations, there 
is no newspaper. And 
communities and their 
residents are the big los-
ers when that happens.

People often com-
ment about how they 
enjoy the stories 
and photographs we 
publish every week in 

our newspaper. What 
many, especially busi-
nesses, don’t realize 
is that there is a huge 
expense to providing 
quality local news 
coverage without even 
factoring in the steep 
printing costs.

On the local level, 
my staff and I are 
doing everything in 
our power to continue 
providing the kind of 
local news our readers 

demand and expect. 
We take great pride in 
providing readers with 
solid news reporting 
every week.

With what’s hap-
pening in our world 
because of the pandem-
ic, I think newspapers 
are more relevant than 
ever before. I hope oth-
ers will agree with me 
and find ways to keep 
newspapers thriving.

We are fortunate to 
have great supporters 
who believe in what 
we’re doing, but there 
are many others who 
are less than support-
ive. I hope those who 
don’t see the value in 
supporting the local 
newspaper take notice 
before it’s too late.

Losing a news-
paper is not a good 
thing. Newspapers 
have helped build this 
country to what it is 
today. The last thing 
any community needs 
is to go without a voice. 
Sadly, that’s happening 
at a rapid pace around 
Minnesota this year.

We all need to go in 
hot pursuit of not let-
ting our communities 
become faceless, espe-
cially in the pandemic 
world we’re living in 
right now.

John Lennon outhits 
Paul McCartney

In most respects, I 
count myself fortunate 
to have grown up in the 
Sixties.

It was a memorable 
time and one that was 
quite volatile at times.

Many events during 
this decade have had a 
lasting effect on me. I 
think of John F. Kenne-
dy’s election in 1960, my 
high school graduation 
in 1963, President Ken-
nedy’s assassination in 
1963, the Beatles arrival 
to America in 1964, my 
college graduation in 
1965, Martin Luther 
King’s assassination in 
1968 and Robert Kenne-
dy’s assassination  
in 1968.

I cling to the memo-
ries of the Beatles giv-
ing us hope to weather 
three assassinations.

I remember going 
to the Tempo depart-
ment store in Austin 
in November of 1963 
and picking up the 
Beatles’ first album on 
the Capitol recording 
label. It was called Meet 
the Beatles and had 
their big hit, “I Want to 
Hold Your Hand” as the 
marquis song.

The Beatles helped 
get our mind off the ter-
rible events only days 
before.

I love the Beatles and 
their music. My love for 

them was passed on to 
son Troy and then to his 
kids (my grandchildren).

I still kick myself to 
this day that I did not 
make an attempt to see 
the Beatles when they 
came to Metropolitan 
Stadium in 1964.

My best hope to 
remember the Beatles 
is by listening to their 
music with my grand-
children. I have seen 
several Beatles tribute 
groups with the Fab 
Four being the best in 
my estimation.

Another way to be-
come closer to the Beat-
les music would be to see 
half of the group who 
remain alive: Paul McCa-
rtney and Ringo Starr. I 
have seen McCartney in 
concert three times but 
still have Ringo on my 
bucket list to see some 
day, hopefully soon.

Judy and I have 
shared our Beatles 
affection with the grand 
kids by singing “Yellow 
Submarine” over and 
over as we headed down 
the highway.

My eldest grand-
child, Kaley, now a spe-
cial education teacher 
in Arizona, did some 
interesting research 
as a teenager. The 
research was to find out 
who wrote more songs, 
John Lennon or Paul 
McCartney.

I had forgotten the 
results of this research 
so I gave Kaley an as-
signment to learn who 
actually wrote more 
music.

Thanks Kaley for 
taking time to satisfy 

my curiosity. There 
have been many great 
songwriting teams from 
the 20th Century but 
none better than Len-
non and McCartney.

What are the results 
of Keley’s Beatles re-
search?

A Beatles historian, 
William J. Dowdling, 
revealed that Len-
non and McCartney 
shared the workload 
about evenly on only 17 
songs. Lennon wrote 
61 songs credited to 
“Lennon-McCartney” 
entirely by himself, and 
McCartney composed 
43 on his own.

All told, Lennon had 
a hand in composing 
84.55 of the 209 songs 
recorded by the Beatles, 
and McCartney 73.65. 
George Harrison was 
a distant third, with 
22.15 credits, and Ringo 
Starr fourth with 2.7. 
(That adds up to 183.05; 
the rest were covers of 
other artists̀  songs.)

Some of the Beatles’ 
best music came from 
the movie, “A Hard 
Day’s Night.” Lennon 
wrote 13 songs from the 
movie.

Beatles music will 
live forever in my head 
and in the followers of 
all ages. Thanks John, 
Paul, George and Ringo.

Faith lost in governor’s COVID-19 plans
BY PEGGY BENNETT
On May 13, Governor 

Walz announced that his 
stay-at-home order would 
be lifted on May 18, and 
we have now moved to his 
“Stay Safe Minnesota” 
order. This means more, 
but not all, businesses 
will begin slowly and 
safely returning to work. 
Most notably, restau-
rants, bars, hair salons, 
churches and others will 
remain closed. The gov-
ernor did suggest having 
more guidance for these 
businesses on June 1.

Folks, our business-
es, churches, and local 
government centers have 
been ready for weeks 
with their own “stay safe” 
plans that would protect 
their employees and cus-
tomers with proper social 
distancing guidelines and 
more. I know that because 
I have been talking with 
and working with many of 
our local businesses.

Why has the Governor 
waited so long to begin 
opening these businesses 
and now still left more in 
the lurch closed? These 
policies do not make sense!

I went along with Gov-
ernor Walz’s plans for the 
first 30 days of his peace 
time emergency order. He 
made choices that needed 
to be made then. We did 
not know much about 
this virus at that time 
and we needed time to get 
our hospitals prepared. 
However, by mid-April, I 
lost faith in his plans.

By Easter, it was clear 
that the great majority of 
Minnesota deaths were 
taking place in long-term 
care and assisted living 
facilities – more than 
80%. At that time, our 
Governor (who had – and 
still has – total control 
of our state) should have 
immediately pivoted his 
strategies and targeted a 

good chunk of our state 
resources and efforts 
to protect these care 
facilities like a number 
of other state governors 
were doing.

At the same time, 
healthy Minnesotans 
should have been allowed 
to go back to work with 
proper safety protocols, 
while continuing to retain 
measures to help those 
with preexisting condi-
tions who were unable to 
go back to work.

However, instead of 
pivoting our strategies 
to protect the facilities 
where we knew most Min-
nesota deaths were taking 
place, the Governor chose 
to ratchet down even 
harder with the same old 
tactics of locking down 
the entire state for anoth-
er whole month. Why?

In addition, the Gov-
ernor has put himself in 
a spot where he alone has 
been and continues to 
be picking winners and 
losers: choosing who can 
earn a living and who 
cannot, and selecting 
what activities we may do 
and what we may not.

Does it make sense that 
you cannot find a parking 
spot at Walmart while 
Luthholds clothing store 
remains shuttered?

Does it make sense 
that getting an abortion is 
deemed essential while get-
ting a mastectomy is not?

Does it make sense that 
you can get curbside beer, 
but that you can’t buy a 
beer at a golf course?

Does it make sense to 
tell every high school in 
Minnesota they cannot 
hold a high school gradu-
ation ceremony – regard-
less of their senior class 
size – but it’s OK for 100 
people to stand elbow to 
elbow in line at Minneso-
ta’s Largest Candy Store 
waiting to get in and buy a 
Kit-Kat?

These are the types of 
winner and loser choices 
that have left many Minne-
sotans shaking their heads.

I believe we should 
trust the people of Minne-
sota to do the right thing 
instead of micromanaging 
our state down to the 
glass of beer at our local 
golf course. I believe we 
should trust our local 
hospitals to manage their 
own surgical schedules 
instead of forcing them 
down to running at 20 
percent capacity. I believe 
that we should always err 
on the side of freedom and 
empowering people to do 
what is right.

We are a country based 
on freedoms. If people are 
at-risk or are concerned 
about catching COVID-19, 
they should make the 
choice to avoid contact 
as much as possible and 
should not be criticized or 
ridiculed for their choice. 
But if you have healthy 
individuals who want to 
use common sense and 
want to reclaim a sense 
of normalcy in their 
lives, they also should be 
allowed to do so.

I want to thank 
everyone who reached 
out to me, to any state 
lawmaker, or to the 
Governor to urge a safe 
and responsible return 
to some normalcy in 
our state. Without your 
passion and input, I am 
convinced nothing would 
have changed.

Let’s continue to fight 
together for common 
sense!

Peggy Bennett is 
state representative 
for District 27A, which 
encompasses Bloom-
ing Prairie, southern 
Dodge County and most 
of Freeborn County. 
Bennett, who lives in 
Albert Lea, is running 
for re-election this fall.
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COVID-19 squeezes out popular dairy promotion
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

A popular event used 
to promote the dairy 
industry during June 
Dairy Month is the lat-
est activity to succumb 
to the COVID-19 crisis.

Steele County’s 
Breakfast on the Farm 
has been cancelled for 
next month, according to 
Gail Zollner of the Steele 
County American Dairy 
Association. The event 
typically attracts as 
many as 1,200 people to a 
dairy farm for breakfast 
and other activities both 
for children and adults.

Breakfast on the 
Farm is widely consid-
ered one of the most 
fun community wide 
events of the summer. 
Zollner said everyone 
would love to have the 
event, but the pandemic 
has left the group with 
really no choice.

“We need to follow 
what’s happening by 
encouraging social 
distancing and those 
practices,” said Zollner. 
“There are some places 
where you can social 
distance, but there is 
so much happening out 
there to make it safe,” 
she acknowledged.

The event had been 
scheduled to take place 
at the Aaron Schroht 
farm in rural Owatonna.

This will be the first 
time the event has ever 
been cancelled in its 
26-year history. Zollner 
said only one other time 
was the event postponed 
because of a deluge of 
rain and moved to later 
in the summer as a sup-
per event. There are no 
plans to reschedule the 
event for this year.

The dairy industry 
has changed dramati-
cally since the break-
fast event began around 
1994. At that time, there 

were more than 100 
dairy farms in Steele 
County. That number 
has shriveled up to less 
than 30 today.

Zollner also re-
ported that the local 
dairy group will not 
operate its popular 
dairy malt stand at any 
functions this summer, 
including the Fourth 
of July celebration in 
Blooming Prairie and 
the Steele County Free 
Fair. Blooming Prairie 
has already canceled 
its event, but the fair 
remains up in the air. 
Regardless of the fair’s 
decision, the malt stand 

will not be part of the 
fair for this year.

Despite shuttering 
the breakfast and malt 
stand, the group hasn’t 
given up on promoting 
the dairy industry 
this summer. “We are 
working around ways to 
participate and celebrate 
June Dairy Month in the 
new world,” Zollner said.

With money raised 
from sponsorships of 
the breakfast, the dairy 
association plans to 
donate money to the 
Steele County Food 
Shelf as well as the local 
school districts for their 
food plans to help feed 

people, Zollner said.
The dairy princesses 

will also deliver cheese 
sticks to area daycares 
throughout June. The 
princesses typically 
give a presentation at 
the daycares, and while 
that won’t happen, they 
are looking at ways to 
put together a video pre-
sentation on computer.

This year’s dairy 
princesses are Sam 
Fredin, Lilly Zollner, 
Katelyn Rasavy and 
Kylie Kruckeberg, all 
of Owatonna.

The dairy association 
has set next year’s break-
fast for June 12, 2021.

Allina Health launches Safe Care Commitment
COVID-19 shouldn’t keep patients from getting the care they need

Allina Health is 
launching a Safe Care 
Commitment campaign 
to assure consumers 
that it is safe to receive 
the care they need, 
whenever they need it.

Allina Health, which 
operates Owatonna and 
Faribault hospitals, has 
taken important steps to 
ensure people feel safe 
continuing to address 
their on-going health care 
needs. These include:
• Increasing the 

capacity for virtual 
patient care that in-
cludes visits with your 
provider and navigation 
to safe and appropriate 
in-person care settings.
• The creation of re-

spiratory and non-respi-

ratory clinics, as well 
as creating separation 
in our urgent cares and 
emergency departments 
to protect patients.
• All patients are 

greeted by a staff mem-
ber who is stationed 
outside of each of our 
facilities to screen pa-
tients and visitors before 
they enter. If a patient 
screens positive for 
symptoms of COVID-19 
they are taken to a room 
vs. waiting in the lobby.
• Practicing social 

distancing in all of our 
lobbies.
• Requiring everyone 

to wear a mask:
◦ patient-facing staff 

wears a mask and face 
shield

◦ patients (and visi-
tors) are provided with 
cloth masks
• The enhancement 

of our already rigorous 
cleaning practices by 
our dedicated Environ-
mental Services staff.

“Research has shown 
consumers are delaying 
seeking care because of 
fear they may contract 
COVID-19 at a medical 
facility. Even their most 
familiar routines, like 
going to the doctor, can 
seem unsettling right 
now,” said David Slow-
inske, Allina Health 
senior vice president 
operations. “We are 
here to guide them to 
the right care options, 
whether that is virtual 

or in-person, and pro-
tect their safety every 
step of the way.”

If patients aren’t 
sure about what kind of 
care they should seek 
for their specific health 
care needs, they can 
feel confident in the 
guidance available from 
the Allina Health Get 
Care Now web page.

Virtual Care
Patients can schedule 

a virtual visit to talk to 
a provider face-to-face 
using a mobile device 
and the Allina Health 
Account app. The cost 
is the same as a regular 
office visit depending on 
your insurance.

Allina Health offers 
Everyday Online which 

is just a click away. Our 
team of providers can 
treat a variety of com-
mon everyday conditions 
virtually. Just complete 
a short online interview 
and we’ll send you a 
diagnosis and treatment 
plan within one hour.

In-person Care
Safety is our top prior-

ity for in-person care in 
our clinics, urgent cares 
and emergency depart-
ments. We have made 
changes to keep our staff 
and patients safe, includ-
ing physically separating 
care at Allina Health 
Clinics and Urgent 
Cares for patients with 
COVID-19 symptoms 
(fever, cough, shortness 
of breath, headache, un-

explained muscle aches, 
loss of taste/smell, sore 
throat, or diarrhea) and 
those without.

If you need in-person 
care, call your clinic or 
1-888-4ALLINA (1-888-
425-5462). We will ask 
about your symptoms 
and guide you to the 
best option for your 
specific needs.

“Allina Health is here 
to support our patients 
through their health 
care journey during the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” 
said Slowinske. “We 
want our patients to 
be comforted knowing 
we have taken every 
precaution to ensure 
getting the right care is 
safe for everyone.”

What do 
we do 
now?

BY JOHN PETERSBURG

As of this writing, I’ve re-
ceived hundreds of emails ask-
ing to have the state shutdown 
lifted and only 3 saying they 
are OK with the continuance. 
There is a growing sense of 
dismay, frustration and even 
anger from people feeling like 
they aren’t being heard. Here 
is my perspective.

Minnesota law gives the 
Governor the authority to call 
a State of Emergency when he 
feels circumstances dictate 
it. That original declaration 
is good for five days and gives 
him fairly unlimited authority. 
It can then be extended for an-
other 30 days through approval 
of the Executive Committee, 
made up of the Governor, Lt. 
Governor, Secretary of State 
and the State Auditor. There 
are only two ways the State of 
Emergency can end: governor’s 
decision or a joint resolution 
approved by the House and 
Senate. The House brought 
this resolution forward twice 
recently, and both were voted 
down along party lines.

This authority was set up 
so the Governor could react 
quickly when an emergency 
arises and provide needed 
orders to minimize the effects 
of that emergency. Because the 
legislature is not in session for 
a majority of the year, it also 
makes sense that he can make 
these unilateral decisions 
without legislative input. How-
ever, when the legislature is in 
session there’s certainly debate 
on how co-equal branches 
of the government should 
work together. Because the 
Governor’s executive orders 
often require legislation and 
financial support, most believe 
in legislative involvement. It 
also makes sense that during 
times of emergency, if possible, 
being governed by all elected 
representatives is better than 
by one person.

I believe the Governor 
prudently acted within his au-
thority as the COVID pandemic 
hit Minnesota. We were not as 
prepared as needed to deal with 
any surge in COVID victims 
numbers. And I believe the 
residents of Minnesota agreed 
with that. But as this pandemic 

Curbside books  
at BP Library

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Customer service is the 
ultimate at the Blooming 
Prairie Branch Library.

With Gov. Tim Walz’s 
executive order to close cer-
tain establishments because 
of the coronavirus, it meant 
that the Blooming Prairie 
Library, a branch of the 
Owatonna Public Library, 
was closed.

A few weeks ago, the 
governor lifted some regu-
lations and approved of the 
libraries offering curbside 
service to its customers.

Curbside delivery is 
available from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays. The library 
building is locked. Cus-
tomers call the library at 
507-583-7750, relay their 
requests and then make 
an appointment for curb-
side delivery.

After the first full week 
of curbside delivery, the 
BP library served more 
than 50 families. Custom-
ers call in their requests 
and library staff find 
the books requested and 
meet the customer at the 

curb, maintaining social 
distance.

Just last week, the BP 
library expanded its ser-
vices by putting together 
some bags of kids books.

Librarian Nancy Vail-
lancourt says the library’s 
customers have missed 
coming into the library and 
choosing their own books. 
She is hopeful that the time 
will be near to let custom-
ers into the library again.

“We try to find things 
our customers like,” said 
Vaillancourt. “We have 
many customers who 
use our computer access, 
and of course, that has 
not been available,” she 
pointed out. She said this 
fact makes the library’s 
job more difficult.

Vaillancourt has done 
some Facebook story 
times and encourages li-
brary users to go to the BP 
Library Facebook page.

The BP library, Vail-
lancourt said, is getting 
in some new books with 
fiction books seemingly 
the most popular.

More videos have been 
requested during the pan-
demic, Vaillancourt related.

She said the majority 
of special book requests 
come from adults. “It’s 
been interesting that only 
a few amount of chil-
dren’s things have been 
requested; the book bags 
might make a difference,” 
Vaillancourt added.

Librarian Vaillancourt 
and her assistant, Laura 
Thomas, have been han-
dling special requests.

Vaillancourt says she has 
no idea when the restric-
tions will be lifted. Plans 
are being drafted to handle 
new guidelines, she says.

“Our people at the Owa-
tonna Library are excellent 
in helping us meet our 
customers’ needs,” Vail-
lancourt remarked. The 
Blooming Prairie library 
is the only branch of the 
Owatonna Public Library.

During the pandemic, 
the BP library has enforced 
no fines for overdue books.

Vaillancourt is look-
ing ahead to the summer 
library season but cau-
tions, there are so many 
unknowns created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. These 
unknowns make it difficult 
to plan, she concluded.

SMIF 
approves 
$1M loans
Southern Minnesota Initia-

tive Foundation (SMIF) recently 
approved 41 loans to businesses 
in its 20-county region through 
the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development’s (DEED) Small 
Business Emergency Loan pro-
gram totaling $1 million.

This program provides 
partially forgivable loans to 
restaurants, bars, hair salons 
and other public accommoda-
tions impacted by Minnesota 
Executive Orders 20-04 and 
20-08. The loans are intended 
to cover up to three months of 
operating expenses and can 
range from $2,500 to $35,000.

SMIF is one of nearly two 
dozen statewide organizations 
that accepted applications for 
this program. The entirety of 
the $1 million loan pool that 
was allocated to SMIF was 
utilized for the 41 loans. State-
wide, more than 700 loans 
have been approved through 
the DEED program for a total 
of $19.9 million.

The businesses that received 
loans include hair salons, fit-
ness centers, restaurants, cafes 
and breweries. These busi-
nesses operate in the following 
counties: Blue Earth, Brown, 
Dodge, Freeborn, Goodhue, Le 
Sueur, Martin, Mower, Nicollet, 
Olmsted, Rice, Wabasha, Wase-
ca and Winona.

SMIF lenders received more 
than 500 applications when 
the program was announced, 
exceeding the funding that 
was made available. Informa-
tion will be on the Minnesota 
DEED website if the legisla-
ture makes additional funds 
available for this program.

“These loan funds from the 
State of Minnesota are critical 
for helping businesses through 
this challenging time,” said 
Diane Lewis, lending officer 
at SMIF. “We are proud to be a 
partner in this effort to support 
southern Minnesota businesses.”

SMIF provides a range of 
additional finance and man-
agement assistance services to 
start and grow businesses. For 
questions about SMIF’s lending 
and equity opportunities, con-
tact Diane Lewis, lending officer 
at dianel@smifoundation.org 
or Marcia Haley, SBA lending 
director, at marciah@smifoun-
dation.org. Business financing 
information is also available at 
www.smifoundation.org. SMIF 
is an equal opportunity lender.

GUEST COLUMN

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Blooming Prairie Library specialist Nancy Vaillancourt delivers books curbside to another 
happy customer, Kathi Peterson. Curbside service is available Mondays through Fridays 
from 10 a.m.to 4 p.m.

SEE WHAT DO WE DO NOW?, A5
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Love from a distance
BP students, teachers miss one another

STORY AND PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD

I t was bumper-
to-bumper 
appreciation 
between Bloom-

ing Prairie teachers and 
students on a beautiful 
Thursday night.

Vehicles completely 
encircled a square block 
that includes the school 
and its playground.

The appreciation pa-
rade started at 5:30 p.m. 
and lasted until 7 p.m. 
Students and teachers 
carried the same mes-
sage: “We miss you.”

Blooming Prairie’s 
teaching staff and 
students have been par-
ticipating in distance 
learning since March 30 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Some appreciative 
parents arranged for 
a Teacher Apprecia-
tion Night, which saw 
most of the teaching 
staff, homemade signs 
in hand, waving to 
students and parents as 
they passed by on this 
late sunny afternoon.

A sign for each of 
the BP Elementary 
School’s teachers had 
been placed on the 
school’s front yard one 
week earlier. Now, on 
this weather beautiful 
night, teachers took 
their signs and placed 
themselves in position 
on the school sidewalk.

Most of the parade 
participants were in 
vehicles but some were 
on bicycles, in strollers, 
or on foot.

Third grade teachers 
Kristin Romeo, Alli 
Schmidt, Becky John-
son and Angie Avery 
created a “You Are My 
Sunshine” theme with a 
banner, special t-shirts 

and sunshine balloons.
Pre-schooler Morgan 

Slowinski showed off a 
banner she had created. 
It read: “Ms. Laura, I 
miss you!” It was signed 
by Morgan with love.

Riding in a bright 
red muscle car, the 
Johnson family ex-
pressed their message, 
“I miss you, Mrs. Lea.” 
Kevin Johnson was the 
driver, accompanied 
by wife Tammy and 
grandchildren, Abbey 
and Brady Johnson. 
Oh yeah, there’s a little 
puppy in the car, too.

“It was an awesome 
turnout,” said Principal 
Jacob Schwarz. He was 
informed that 85 vehi-
cles, some pedestrians 

and bicyclists were also 
in the parade. Traffic was 
actually stopped many 
times as the parade con-
tinued around the school.

Schwarz said the 
parade was originally 

planned for Wednesday 
night, May 13 but was 
moved to May 14 because 
of a threatened rain.

“It was a bitter sweet 
night because teachers 
are missing the kids, 
and the kids miss them,” 
remarked Principal 
Schwarz. “It gave me 
goose bumps,” Schwarz 
confessed while stand-
ing on a corner of the ele-
mentary school campus.

“It was good for the 
soul,” Schwarz said, 
explaining that many 

teachers and students 
had not seen one 
another for weeks and 
were only connected by 
electronic devices.

Teachers, students 
and parents were 
“choked up and tearing 
up” when reunited after 
weeks away from one 
another.

Schwarz said fami-
lies were drawn to the 
special night for social 
reasons. “The social 
part has been missing,” 
Schwarz said.

“It’s fun to step back 
and think about the 
relationship we have 
between staff, students 
and parents,” Schwarz 
said.

It was a perfect night, 
attested teachers, stu-
dents and parents.

Staff, students and 
parents now look 
ahead toward return-
ing to school behind 
the four walls. “There 
are still so many 
unknowns,” Schwarz 
said. He said the school 
is directed by the 
guidelines set forth by 
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health and by 
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Education.

Schwarz says the 
normal keeps changing 
all the time. He said he 
is “100 percent confi-
dent” in the teachers 
getting the job done. He 
said families are flexible 
and extremely dedicat-
ed to education.

Schwarz said the 
appreciation day 
resembled a first day 
of school and a last day 
of school all rolled into 
one. “There were lots of 
emotions but it was all 
positive,” he believed.

“It gave me goose bumps.  
It was good for the soul.”

Jacob Schwarz
BP Elementary Principal

Pre-schooler Morgan Slowisnski made this special sign for Ms. Laura. She and sister Madysan were some of the 
early participants in the teacher appreciation parade at Blooming Prairie Elementary School on Thursday, May 14.

Second grade teacher Diane Pfieffer brought a two-
sided sign to share with her second grade students 
during a Teacher Appreciation Night parade. The other 
side reads: "Miss You 2A."

"We miss you first graders" reads a sign made by first 
grade teacher Karlee Ruen. 

Special education teacher Mackenzie Cornell created 
this special sign to encourage students to use their 
outside voices.

Third grade was represented at last Thursday's Teacher Appreciation Parade by Kristin Romeo, Alli Schmidt, Becky Johnson and Angie Avery. 

The Romeo kids brought their personal signs for their 
teachers during a Teacher Appreciation parade at the 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School Thursday night, 
May 14. Shown from left are: Mark Romeo (Mrs. Schiller), 
Bella Romeo (Mrs. Volgarino) and Charlie (Ms. Henslin).
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History from the News ArchivesWhat Older 
Diabetics Should 

Know About 
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10 Years Ago
May 25, 2010

RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

Earning the No. 1 seed in 
the sub-section tourney gives 
the Awesome Blossoms softball 
team the opportunity to play the 
first two games of the playoffs 
on their home diamond. If they 
can win those two games the 
tourney will move to Austin for 
the finals and first-round action 
in the section. The girls open 
play today by hosting either 
Lyle-Pacelli or Alden-Conger. 
Should they win their first two 
games they will head to Austin 
on Saturday May 29. It will be an 
exciting week for the Blossoms.

Two structures on a rural 
Blooming Prairie farm were 
destroyed in a fast-moving fire 
on May 19. The blaze also killed 
some animals being housed in the 
buildings. The fire started around 
noon on the Delmar Ehler’s 
farm in Westfield Township. The 
flames spread quickly from a fire 
to dispose of grass clipping. The 
first structure to catch fire was a 
small hog barn and within a few 
minutes spread to the larger barn 
and silo. The fire departments 
had to park on the road because 
of the intense heat from the fire. 
This caused the firefighters 
to drag more than usual hose. 
Ehlers tried to save some of the 
animals, sheep, kittens, chickens 
and a cow but with no success. 
Fire crews stayed on the scene 
for several hours to watch for 
hotspots. Mutual aid was sent 
from Hayfield Fire Department.

Athletes of the week May 25th 
are as follows: girls track, Kristin 
Hagen; boys track, Jeff Gwilt; girls 
golf, Maggie Sorenson; boys golf, 
Pat Jones; baseball, Zach Herdina; 
softball, Anna Peterson.

20 Years Ago
May 23, 2000

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

Blooming Prairie Elementary 
and High School staff once again 
participated in the annual Shape 
Up Exercise Challenge from 
April 3 to May 14, sponsored by 
the American Heart Associa-
tion. Prize winners were drawn 
each week from those turning in 
points for exercise and healthy 
habit. Thirty staff members 
participated in the program this 
year. High point winner was Jill 
Lantsberger, fifth grade ele-
mentary teacher, who received 
a sweatshirt donated by Sport-

stitch. At the end of the six-week 
challenge, each participant was 
awarded a certificate and incen-
tive prize.

Although wrestling is far from 
most people’s mind this time 
of the year, many participants 
are still involved in the sport. 
Several local young wrestlers 
competed at the State Freestyle 
Wrestling Tournament held in 
Rochester and some excellent re-
sults were attained. Grant John-
son 8th grade took first place and 
Luke Nelson, also 8th grade, came 
back with a fifth place. Two other 
local wrestlers, Billy Lindquist 
and Brad Klemmensen, also par-
ticipated in the tournament.

Riverland Community College 
has announced the institution’s 
2000 spring graduates. The fol-
lowing Blooming Prairie students 
and their respective degrees are: 
Scott Anderson, Construction 
Engineer; Don Borchert, Con-
struction Electrician; Shannon 
Cochlin, Law Enforcement; Sheila 
Donnelly, Associate in Arts; Stacy 
Fischer, Information Processing 
Secretary; Daniel Kaplan, Ag Die-
sel Mechanic; Seth Louks, Law 
Enforcement; Benjamin Powers, 
Associate in Arts; Jean Schwartz, 
Associate in Arts and Theresa 
Wondra, Cosmetology.

50 Years Ago
May 20, 1970

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE 
KREJCI, PUBLISHERS

The Society of Outstanding 
American High School Students 
announced this week that the 
honor of membership for 1970 has 
be bestowed upon five students of 
Blooming Prairie. The students 
are: Colleen Tonolli, Paul Brakke, 
Dale Janke, Susan Johnson and 
Kristi Hoel. These students were 
among 21,000 of the nation’s top 
high school students to be listed 
in the 1970 Outstanding Ameri-
can High School Students. They 
are chosen on the basis of excel-
lence in scholarship, leadership 
and civic contribution.

LeMar Nelson, Blooming Prai-
rie High School principal, was ap-
pointed to serve on the executive 
board of the Southeast Division 
of Minnesota Secondary School 
Principals at the spring meeting 
of the organizations on May 6 in 
Rochester. Mr. Nelson will rep-
resent District 11 and serve as an 
advisory member to the division 
officers for a two-year term.

The Blooming Prairie High 
School closed a highly successful 
season on Monday, May 18th by 
winning a nine-hole match at 

Waseca. The local golfers had 
158 strokes while Waseca had 
166. The 158 tea, score was a new 
record for the BP team. The team 
completed the regular season 
with an 8 – 1 record in dual and 
triangular meets and finished 
second in a nine-team field at the 
Blooming Prairie Invitational. 
Individual scores at Waseca 
match were: Carl Peterson, 39; 
Steve Heinz, 38; Bill Schaffer, 41; 
Dave Thorn, 40; Jon Olson,41; and 
Larry Iverson, 41.

75 Years Ago
May 24, 1945

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

Pfc. Ralph Horecka returned 
to his home on Saturday evening. 
Horecka, who was reported killed 
in action, was later found a pris-
oner of war in Germany. He had 
been gone three years in April. He 
will enjoy a 60-day furlough before 
he will again report for further 
assignment. Ralph looks well and 
is looking forward to seeing all 
his old friends and family. Many 
family members and friends were 
guests for dinner on Sunday.

Darlene Berg lead the senior 
class with an average of 3.88 
which entitles her to be named 
Valedictorian. Joan Johnson was 
named Salutatorian with an aver-
age of 3.41. Darlene has been drum 
majorette for the past five years, 
her junior year she was a reporter 
on the Red and Black Chronical 
staff and became editor-in-chief 
her senior year. She will be spend-
ing her summer working in Chica-
go and then a trip to Oklahoma. In 
the fall she plans to join the cadet 
nurses corps.

Joan has been very active in 
extra-curricular activities, play-
ing flute in the band and singing 
soprano in the chorus and sextet. 
Joan has also been a reporter 
for the Red and Black Chronical 
and assistant editor her senior 
year. Joan will be spending her 
summer working on her father’s 
farm and intends to go Universi-
ty of Minnesota in the fall. Her 
studies will include learning 
different languages and later go 
into diplomatic work.

Births announced this week 
from the Goetsch Home:

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fiebiger 
proud parents of a 9-pound boy, 
John Franklin on May 17th.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawson Cox of 
Hollandale became parents of 
11-pound son, Lawrence George 
on May 21st.

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Barros 
welcomed a son, 8 pounds, Don-
ald Gilbert May 23rd.

Dear Savvy Senior,
My husband and I are both in our late sixties and 

have diabetes. We would like to find out if our diabe-
tes increases our risk of getting the coronavirus.

Concerned Diabetics

Dear Concerned,
Currently, there’s not enough data to show 

that people with diabetes are more likely to get 
coronavirus (COVID-19) than the general popu-
lation. But the problem for diabetics is, if you do 
happen to contract the virus, your chance of de-
veloping serious complications are much higher. 
This is especially true if your diabetes isn’t 
well-controlled. Here’s what you should know.

Diabetic Risks
Health data is showing that about 25 percent 

of people who go to the hospital with severe 
COVID-19 infections have diabetes. One reason 
is that high blood sugar weakens the immune 
system and makes it less able to fight off infec-
tions. Your risk of severe coronavirus infection 
is even higher if you also have another condi-
tion, like heart or lung disease.

If you do get COVID-19, the infection could 
also put you at greater risk for diabetes compli-
cations like diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA), which 
happens when high levels of acids called ketones 
build up in your blood.

Some people who catch the new coronavirus 
have a dangerous body-wide response to it, 
called sepsis. To treat sepsis, doctors need to 
manage your body’s fluid and electrolyte levels. 
DKA causes you to lose electrolytes, which can 
make sepsis harder to control.

How to Avoid COVID-19
The best way to avoid getting sick is to stay home 

as much as you can. If you have to go out, keep at 
least 6 feet away from other people. And every time 
you come back from the supermarket, pharmacy or 
another public place, wash your hands with warm 
water and soap for at least 20 seconds.

Also wash your hands before you give your-
self a finger stick or insulin shot. Clean each site 
first with soap and water or rubbing alcohol.

To protect you, everyone in your house 
should wash their hands often, especially before 
they cook for the family. Don’t share any uten-
sils or other personal items. And if anyone in 
your house is sick, they should stay in their own 
room, as far as possible from you.

The CDC also recommends that you stock up 
on medications and diabetes testing supplies to 
last for at least a month. The same goes for gro-
cery supplies and other household necessities.

Also know that Medicare is now covering the 
cost of telehealth visits, so if you have questions 
for your doctor, you can ask by video chat or 
phone instead of going into the office.

If You Get Sick
The most common symptoms of COVID-19 

are a dry cough, fever, or shortness of breath. If 
you develop any symptoms that are concerning, 
call your doctor about getting tested.

If you find that you have contracted 
COVID-19, the first level of care is to stay home 
and check your blood sugar more often than 
usual and check your ketones too. COVID-19 can 
reduce your appetite and cause you to eat less, 
which could affect your levels. You also need 
more fluids than usual when you’re sick, so keep 
water close by, and drink it often.

You should also know that many over-the-
counter medicines that relieve virus symptoms 
like fever or cough can affect your blood sugar 
levels one way or the other. So, before you take 
anything check with your doctor.

And be aware that if you start experiencing se-
vere shortness of breath, high levels of ketones or 
DKA symptoms like severe weakness, body aches, 
vomiting or belly pain, you need to see your doc-
tor or get to an emergency room right away.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a con-
tributor to the NBC Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

travel industries like the 
airlines and cruise ship 
companies, but not the 
motorcoaches.

Motorcoach industry 
groups are pushing 
lawmakers to provide 
the sector with $15 bil-
lion of grants and loans 
to save jobs and prevent 
businesses going under 
amid the coronavirus. 
There are 3,000 bus 
companies who employ 
nearly 100,000 people 
across America.

According to re-
search, bus companies 
across the country 
stand to lose a com-
bined $4.7 billion and 
more than 27,000 jobs–
even if shutdowns are 

largely lifted by the end 
of May. In a worst-case 
scenario projection that 
lockdowns continue 
until the end of the year, 
the American Bus Asso-
ciation estimated that 
more than 82,000 jobs 
would be lost along with 
$14.2 billion in sales.

Regan said Cavalier 
is luckier than most 
bus companies because 
it also has a school bus 
operation to supple-
ment overall revenue. 
The company also 
operates school buses 
in Owatonna, Medford, 
Blooming Prairie and 
Hayfield.

Districts are un-
der contract with the 

company for busing 
through the end of 
the school year, which 
means the bus compa-
ny continues to receive 
revenue even though 
schools have switched 
to distance learning 
and do not need trans-
portation. The school 
bus drivers have been 
paid throughout the 
pandemic.

“Our school bus 
operation is pulling 
us through,” Regan 
acknowledged.

As for the Cavalier 
operation, most of the 
business comes from 
high schools, communi-
ty colleges, tour groups 
and senior citizen 

groups. Cavalier oper-
ates 14 charter buses, 
which feature up to 56 
passengers in a con-
tained environment.

Regan says it’s an 
“uncertain future” 
right now for mo-
torcoaches. “It is dead 
in the water until 
social distancing is re-
laxed,” he said. He add-
ed it could take up to 18 
months before they are 
up to full speed again 
if motorcoach compa-
nies can even survive 
that long.

“I don’t know when 
we’re going to come out 
of this,” Regan said. “I 
have more questions 
than answers.”

has progressed, our un-
derstanding of the virus 
has changed and the sta-
tistics are nowhere near 
the original projections.

A few weeks ago the 
Governor shared the 
modeling program he 
used to formulate and 
implement his executive 
orders. It included four 
scenarios, ranging from 
doing nothing to full 
shelter at home. The 
results of the third and 
fourth scenarios pre-
dicted identical num-
bers for ICU hospitaliza-
tions and deaths. The 
third scenario sheltered 
the most vulnerable 
with peaks at June 8, 
while the fourth forced 
everyone to stay home 
and peaked July 13.

The Governor chose 
Scenario 4, locking down 
the state and its financial 
recovery for an addition-
al month with no appre-
ciable improvement. I 
now believe we can lift 
the shelter at home safely 
and I’ll be glad to work 
with the Governor to do 
just that, understanding 
that we must protect the 
vulnerable as we lift the 
executive orders. But I 
also believe people have 
the right to be account-
able for their own safety 
and health decisions, in-
cluding wearing masks 
and using hand sanitizer. 
If they feel safe going 
about their normal busi-
ness, they should have 
the right. If they feel 
unsafe, they can remain 

sheltered at home and 
everyone should support 
their decision.

It was never the 
intent of either the U.S. 
or Minnesota Constitu-
tion to restrict the free 
movement of its citi-
zens. But that is where 
we are at. Until a ma-
jority of the Minnesota 
House disagrees with 
the governor, we are 
bound by that decision. 
In the meantime, I’m 
trying to convince the 
majority and the Gover-
nor to change his State 
of Emergency stance. 
When that happens, I’ll 
be happy to work with 
the Governor in provid-
ing the legislation need-
ed to help and support 
our state’s recovery.

In the meantime, 
there’s plenty of work to 
do at the Capitol. Many 
have questions about 
the Capital Investment/
Bonding Bill. I believe 
we’ll have one, but I 
think it’s unwise to put 
one together until we 
know the financial im-
pact of the COVID pan-
demic and what funding 
will be needed to recover. 
Many important infra-
structure projects need 
funding, but increasing 
our debt should be done 
prudently and prioritized 
for maximum impact.

John Petersburg is 
state representative 
for District 24A, which 
encompasses Steele 
and Waseca counties. 
Petersburg, who lives 
in Waseca, is running 
for re-election this fall.

WHAT DO WE DO NOW?: FROM A3

MOTOR BUS CRISIS: Owners plead for help FROM A1

PANDEMIC: FROM A1

be short term,” said 
Golberg. “We have 
great employees, and 
we want to keep them 
working,” he said. But, 
he added, the county 
needs to be responsible 
with the budget and 
work within the reve-
nues coming in.

The furloughs are 
expected to last up to 
90 days, Golberg said. 
Workers will have the 
opportunity to file for 
unemployment bene-
fits. “It doesn’t termi-
nate employment with 
the county,” he said.

In his 38 years with 

the county, Golberg has 
never seen furloughs 
taken place. “It’s anoth-
er new thing for this 
new administrator to 
work through,” said 
Golberg, who has been 
administrator for 
about 2 years.

Because furloughs 
are not specified in 
any collective bar-
gaining agreements, 
county officials 
have met with all 
the unions involved. 
Golberg said they 
have agreed to the 
furloughs as outlined 
by the county.
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Spreading local support

It pays to shop local
Fundraiser benefits businesses 

during crisis
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

For four hours on 
a Thursday night, 
traffic was heavy at the 
Blooming Prairie City 
Center.

Why were so many 
vehicles coming to the 
City Center parking 
lot? The building 
had actually been 
closed for two months 
because of the corona-
virus.

These vehicles were 
piloted by people who 
believe in shopping 
local and believe in 
supporting their local 
businesses during this 
time of uncertainty.

People were stop-
ping by to pick up 
their t-shirts they had 
purchased to support 
local business.

The fundraiser for 
the Blooming Prairie 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce and for 
area businesses shut 
down by the corona-
virus, was the brain-
child of Sportstitch 
owner Linda Klem-
mensen and Jamie 
Klemmensen of Klem-
mensen Creative.

Linda distributed 
the shirts in the City 
Center parking lot 
from 4-8 p.m.

The Klemmensens 
designed a special logo 
for the fundraiser. 
It reads: “One small 
purchase can make a 
big difference.” The 
shirt commands “Shop 
Local, Shop Loyal.”

T-shirts were sold 
at $20 each with $2 
per shirt going to the 
Blooming Prairie Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
and $10 donated to the 
business of choice as 
long as they are cur-
rent members.

As of early last 
week, Linda Klem-
mensen had sold 
240 shirts. She then 
received orders for 
85 more shirts. “I am 
very, very happy,” said 
Linda. “It makes me 
feel good to give back,” 
she said.

The chamber will 
receive $510, Emily’s 
Beauty Bar, $230; First 
Lutheran Church, 
$190; BP Servicemen’s 

Club, $170; and the 
BP Cue Company/
Pizza Cellar, $160. The 
balance will be divided 
between 38 other 
chamber business-
es as designated by 
those who purchased 
t-shirts.

Because of the vol-
ume of sales she donat-
ed an additional $350 to 
the BP Chamber.

The additional sale 
of 85 shirts brought in 
almost $1,000. She was 
still selling shirts as of 
Monday.

“People wanted to 
participate and sup-
port their local busi-
nesses,” said Klem-
mensen.

Thanking the many 
people who donated 
to a benefit for Klem-
mensen and The 
Bakery owner Gregg 
Fristedt in mid-Febu-
rary, Linda said this 
was a way to further 
say thank you.

The Bakery and 
Sportstitch burned in a 
fire on Jan. 28.

National Guard starts 
COVID-19 testing

The Minnesota 
National Guard has 
begun mobile testing 
in the state’s long-
term care facilities.

In coordination 
with Minnesota 
Department of 
Health, 21 members 
of the Minnesota 
National Guard will 
start actioning Gov. 
Tim Walz’s plan 
to increase testing 
throughout the state 
by using mobile test-
ing teams at long-term 
care facilities. This 
mobile testing is part 
of the Five-Point

Plan laid out by the 
Governor to combat 
COVID-19 in Minne-
sota’s long-term care 
facilities.

“The Minnesota 
National Guard has 
been assisting state 
agencies with logistics 
and planning efforts 
up to this point,” says 
Major General Jon 
Jensen, Minnesota Na-
tional Guard Adjutant 

General. “With these 
new missions our 
efforts shift to more 
directly assist those 
on the frontlines of the 
COVID-19 fight.”

The mobile testing 
teams will be made 
up of a combination of 
Army and Air Nation-
al Guardsmen, each 
team will have ten 
members assigned. 
The Minnesota 
National Guard will 
start with two teams 
this week and will ex-
pand those numbers 
as needed in weeks to 
come. Locations will 
focus on long-term 
care facilities where 
they will test residents 
and employees.

This testing is 
designed to reduce the 
spread by identifying 
those that are in-
fected so they can be 
isolated. This isolation 
will decrease the risk 
of spread in these 
facilities of greatest 
concern.

ing COVID-19 cases 
in long-term facilities, 
Caron said. There are 
three cases in sepa-
rate facilities through-
out the county, 
according to Caron.

“We are working 
with them to make 
sure they are taking 
the right steps,” Caron 
said of the long-term 
care centers. “There 
has been no spread at 
this point,” she added.

Caron noted the 
long-term facilities 
are “sitting good right 
now” with personal 
protective equipment. 
However, she worries 
that there could be a 
shortage if the virus 
spreads.

Overall, Caron at-
tributes the increased 
cases in Steele County 
to the rise in wide-
spread testing. “Unfor-
tunately, I don’t think 
our numbers are going 
to look real great for a 
while,” she said.

Cases in neighbor-
ing counties remain 
fairly consistent. 
Dodge has 36 cases 
while Freeborn has 61 
and Mower 65.

The stay-at-home 
order that had been in 
place since mid-March 

expired on Monday. 
Last week, Gov. Tim 
Walz announced the 
state would be moving 
to a Stay Safe order. 
Minnesotans are now 
welcome to gather with 
friends and family in 
groups of 10 or less with 
safe social distancing 
practices in place.

Non-critical 
businesses like retail 
stores and main street 
businesses, can reopen 
if they have a social 
distancing plan and 
operate at 50% capac-
ity. The governor is 
assembling guidance 
on how to safely reopen 
bars, restaurants, bar-
bershops and salons 
beginning June 1.

By staying home, 
Minnesotans success-
fully pushed out the 
peak of the pandemic 
and bought the state 
time to get ready to 
treat those who fall 
ill. During the past 
two months, the state 
has built out hospital 
capacity, increased 
ventilators and ICU 
beds and launched a 
landmark testing strat-
egy with Mayo Clinic 
and the University of 
Minnesota to test every 
symptomatic person.

SEEING THE GOOD
The Times continues its “Seeing the Good” feature in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are 
profiling stories of hope and encouragement of friends, neighbors and others doing extraordinary 
acts of kindness during a bleak period in our nation’s history. If you have any ideas of stories we 
can feature, please reach out to us at bptimes@frontiernet.net or call our office at 507-583-4431. 

Your ideas will help make this an interesting segment for our readers.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Minnesota National Guard have 
begun mobile testing for the coronavirus in the 
state’s long-term care facilities.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
US Bank of Blooming Prairie continues its "Support Local" campaign by donating gift cards to the employees 
of the Blooming Prairie Post Office. Accepting the cards from US Bank branch manager Becky Josephson, right, 
are Postmaster Michele Lawson, left, and Eileen Loverink. The gift cards are for Nick's Prairie Cafe.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Council member Mary Kittelson, right, stopped by the City Center parking lot last 
Thursday night to pick up a t-shirt designed by Linda Klemmensen of Sportstitch 
and Jamie Klemmensen of Klemmensen Creative. Linda presents the shirt, one of 
325 sold as part of this fundraiser for local businesses affected by the coronavirus.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Linda Klemmensen of Sportstitch was wearing one of 
the t-shirts designed to help area businesses struggling 
because of the coronavirus outbreak.

DIALING DOWN  
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN
Changes 
Effective May 18
• More retail with 
restrictions
• Gather in small 
groups
• Leave house more
• Faith gatherings of 
10 or fewer
• Outdoor sports 
with distancing

Allowed  
to open June 1
• Bars
• Restaurants

• Gyms
• Theaters
• Barbershops, 
salons

Still cautioned
• 65+ advised to 
stay home
• Vulnerable should 
stay home
• Wear mask when 
shopping
• Work from home if 
you can
• Limit travel, stay 
close to home

CORONA CASES: FROM A1
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Hometown Sports
A new recreational venue coming to BP
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

A remote control car 
race track is coming to 
Blooming Prairie.

In about a month, it is 
hoped that remote car rac-
ing will be in action east 
of Arkema and Highway 
218 at 124 Mill Ave. South. 
The property is owned by 
James O’Connor.

Following a public 
hearing, a conditional 
use permit was granted 
to the car track at a regu-
lar Blooming Prairie City 
Council meeting on Mon-
day, May 11. The council 
voted 4-1 to approve the 
conditional use permit.

Nathan Schumacher 
will be manager of the 

recreation venture. He 
says property owner 
O’Connor wanted to 
provide some entertain-
ment for the family.

Schumacher said 
plans are to have races 
on Saturdays, maybe 
three Saturdays a 
month. The race events 
last about four hours.

Racers bring their 
own cars to the track. 
Event fees have yet to be 
established.

Some opposition to 
the venture appeared 
in a petition signed by 
44 individuals. Schum-
acher said the track will 
adhere to all of the rules 
outlined by the city.

“We will not have a 
permanent structure,” 

said Schumacher. He 
said there will be a 
driver stand and a pit 
stand. Majority of the 
track will be dirt. A 
fence will be installed 
to mitigate noise.

Schumacher became 
involved in remote 
control car racing at a 
track in Clarks Grove. 
He and son Justin have 
raced at the Southern 
Minnesota Remote 
Control track in Clarks 
Grove. This track has 
been open for three 
years and is owned by 
Justin Dokken.

The Blooming Prairie 
track does not yet have a 
name, said Schumacher. 
He said a name will be 
chosen and a Facebook 

page will help promote 
the track.

Schumacher said the 
track is not like a circle 
course. It has turns and 
jumps on a dirt track, 
similar to a mini moto 
cross event. The cars 
are 1/10th scale. Differ-
ent classes and styles 
of cars will be featured 
in age categories: kids, 
sportsman, pro and 
mini 1/14th or 1/16th.

Each class features 
about 14-15 cars in com-
petition.

Schumacher and his 
son have a dozen cars 
that have been racing at 
the Clarks Grove track.

“I didn’t know I would 
enjoy it this much,” com-
mented Schumacher.

Appreciation, despite a season 
that never happened

Awesome Blossom so!ball seniors honored
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

What’s there to do on a 
Thursday night?

Stay home! That’s what 
four Blooming Prairie 
Awesome Blossom softball 
seniors did recently. Julia 
Worke, Marti Snider, Riau-
na Bishop and Maya Lem-
bke were told to stay home 
and wait on this Thursday 
night, May 14.

Quiet then turned to 

noise as a car caravan, 
horns a blaring’, stopped 
at the homes of the four 
seniors to tell them they 
were appreciated during a 
season that never was.

The coronavirus took 
away the spring sports 
season for senior athletes 
throughout Minnesota.

Awesome Blossom soft-
ball coach Jenna Volgari-
no, who was entering her 
second year as head coach, 
coordinated the car cara-

van in paying thanks to the 
four seniors.

Activities director and 
former softball coach Ali 
Mach and Coach John 
Bruns were also part of the 
caravan.

Participants in the 
caravan included current 
underclassmen. They met 
in a Blooming Prairie High 
School parking lot just one 
block away from their first 
stop, Julia Worke’s house. 
Unaware of the caravan, 

Worke was shooting bas-
kets on her front yard.

The caravan then 
proceeded to the homes of 
Marti Snider, Riauna Bish-
op and Maya Lembke.

Each senior softball 
team member was given an 
engraved softball, a team 
photo and a bouquet of 
flowers.

It was a Thursday night 
that these four senior 
softball players will never 
forget.

BP volleyball league may 
open on May 28

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

A third volleyball court 
has been added to the rec-
reational area just south 
of Victory Field.

It is hoped that the 
Blooming Prairie 18-plus 
Co-ed Summer Sand 
Volleyball League can 
begin play on Thursday, 
May 28, says League 

Commissioner Rachel 
Blaedorn.

The start date for the 
volleyball league depends 
on what direction the 
governor gives in respect 
to social distancing, said 
Blaedorn.

The league will feature 
eight adult teams, each 
team allowed 12 players.

Games will be played 
on Thursday nights and 

will run for 14 weeks. The 
2020 season marks the 
fourth year that a volley-
ball league has existed in 
Blooming Prairie.

Cost to join the league 
is $180 per team.

For more information 
on the Blooming Prairie 
18-plus Co-ed Summer 
Sand Volleyball League, 
check out the volleyball 
league Facebook page.

Elstad named finalist 
for Triple A award

An Owatonna 
student competed as 
a finalist for the 2020 
Academics, Arts 
and Athletics award, 
also known as the 
Triple A awards.

Kaia Elstad was a 
finalist in the Region 
1AA division.

Established in 
1988, the award rec-
ognizes high school 

seniors from across 
Minnesota for their 
achievements in 
the classroom, arts 
and activities and 
athletics. To qual-
ify for the award, 
students must have 
a 3.0 or better GPA 
and participate in 
league-sponsored 
athletic and arts and 
activities program.

Schools are invit-
ed to nominate one 
boy and one girl for 
the award. The re-
cipients are selected 
through a multi-lev-
el process involving 
the League’s admin-
istrative regions 
and a committee of 
educational, athletic 
and arts and activi-
ties leaders.

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This type of remote control race car will be featured at 
the Blooming Prairie Remote Control Race Track when 
it opens, hopefully about a month from now. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Senior Julia Worke was surprised at 
her Blooming Prairie home when 
a car caravan pulled up to thank 
her for being part of the Awesome 
Blossoms softball team. The 2020 
season was never played.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Maya Lembke, right, is shown with 
sister Macy after a car caravan pulled 
up to thank her for being part of the 
Awesome Blossoms softball team. 
The 2020 season was never played. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
These four senior Blooming Prairie Awesome Blossom softball players display 
their Section 1A trophy won during the 2019 season. Shown from left are: Marti 
Snider, Maya Lembke, Riauna Bishop and Julia Worke.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Riauna Bishop was surprised at her 
Blooming Prairie home when a car caravan 
pulled up to thank her for being part of 
the Awesome Blossoms softball team. The 
2020 season was never played.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Marti Snider, left, shown with softball 
coach Jenna Volgarino, was surprised at 
her Blooming Prairie home when a car 
caravan pulled up to thank her for being 
part of the Awesome Blossoms softball 
team. The 2020 season was never played. 
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Rhubarb Pie
Combine flour, powdered sugar and butter in mixer. 
When blended press into sides and bottom of a 10” 
greased glass pie pan. 
1 cup flour 
5 tablespoons powdered sugar 
1/2 cup butter

Mix together the following. 
3 eggs, slightly beaten 
2 cups sugar  
1/2 cup flour 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
Stir in 3 cups diced rhubarb  

Pour into crust. Bake 60 minutes at 350 degrees.

Smiling behind  
our masks

At the Blooming 
Prairie Branch Library, 
we are so grateful for 
the community support 
and patience that have 
been shown as our ser-
vices have changed due 
to the pandemic. Now 
that curbside delivery is 
again available, patrons 
can get fresh books in 
their hands.

During the month 
of April, our library 
patrons were able to 
get new items through 
our online databases. 
In fact, they set records 
in the number of online 
eBooks and items! Our 
statistics are included 
with Owatonna Pub-
lic Library, so these 
numbers reflect use in 
both libraries. In April, 
515 patrons downloaded 
1,620 eBooks through 
Overdrive, also under 
the name Libby. This 

was an average of 54 
books per day and broke 
the monthly record for 
number of patrons and 
eBook checkouts! Our 
newer online service, 
HOOPLA, provides 
eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
movies, and more. (If 
you haven’t tried it yet, 
go to owatonna.info to 
do so.) During April, 213 
patrons checked out 757 
items on HOOPLA, over 
200 more items than the 
previous month, and 
another record.

Your increased use of 
these online resources 
shows that you want 
and need the books and 
services that the library 
offers to all. Even 
though we love the feel of 
the books in our hands, 
when we have to, we will 
adapt to eBooks. Thank 
you for doing so, and 
thank you to the Owa-
tonna Public Library 
Foundation for provid-
ing the funding for these 
extra resources.

Our curbside deliv-
ery is available from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday. Park near 
the outside book drop 
and give us a call at 507-
583-7750. We will bring 
your things to you. 
And we will be smiling 
behind our masks!

Jean Anderson, 87, 
formerly  
of Geneva

Jean (Robertson) Ander-
son was born on Feb. 27, 1933, 
in Albert Lea, the daughter 

of John and Emelia (Untiedt) Horan. She grew 
up in rural Geneva-Hartland area with three 
brothers and two sisters. She attended school in 
Albert Lea.

She began working at Northern Valley, where 
she met Ralph Buringa. They married and had 
three children, Sandi, Bob and Dan. After they 
divorced, Jean began working at the Cottage 
Caf? in Geneva. She met and married Neil Rob-
ertson and they added children Debb and James 
to their family. She was happy to get back to her 
farm roots and they lived on several farms in 
the Geneva-Ellendale area. Tragedy struck and 
Neil died in a car accident in 1965. Jean began 
working at the Geneva Market to support her 
family, and continued working there until 1978.

She later found happiness again and was unit-
ed in marriage to Harold “Wimpy” Anderson. 
He preceded her in death in 1992. Jean remained 
in Geneva until 2004 when she moved to Kasson 
to be closer to family. Jean has been a longtime 
faithful member of the Community Lutheran 
Church in Geneva. Her faith and her family 
meant the world to her.

Jean was lovingly known as Gran to not only 
her family, but to so many more people whom 
she loved and loved her.

Jean was a “magnet” for children. She cared 
for many, they were all considered family, and 
all called her “Gran.” This could have some-
thing to do with the fact that she was funny, a 
good listener and a great foundation to lean on.

She loved puzzles, animals (especially her 
feline companions), watching gold finches, 
family reunions, and making amazing Special 
K bars. She volunteered at the food shelf and 
the clothes closet in Kasson. If she could help 
someone, then she would, no questions asked. 
She supported her family in any way she could, 
with words and actions.

On Tuesday, May 12, 2020, Jean, loving moth-
er, grandmother, and great grandmother

passed away at the age of 87.
Jean will be lovingly missed by her five chil-

dren: Sandi (Steve) Kroeger of Madison Lake, 
Bob Robertson of Dodge Center, Dan (Norma) 
Robertson of Lenexa, Kansas, Debb (Ron) Head 
of Dodge Center, James “JR” Robertson of 
Lenexa, Kansas; grandchildren: Shane, Aman-
da, Heather, Nathan, Shawnna, Jennifer, Erin 
and Ryan, 12 great grandchildren and many 
nieces, nephews, and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her husbands, 
Ralph Buringa, Neil Robertson, and Harold 
“Wimpy” Anderson, grandsons, Justin Robert-
son and Alex Hare, siblings, Merle Horan, Alma 
Thompson, Leroy Horan, Charlyne Wangsness 
and Duane Horan.

Jean was the epitome of a role model, a great 
friend to many, a great teacher in life, a loving 
wife, a wonderful mother, grandmother and 
great grandmother. We will miss her!

Private family graveside services will be 
held. These services were livestreamed at 10:30 
a.m. on Monday, May 18, 2020 at www.bonnerup-
funeralservice.com.

Condolences may also be left on our website, 
or cards sent in care of the Anderson family to

Bonnerup Funeral Service – 2210 East Main, 
Albert Lea, MN 56007.

Madelon Colle!e, 93, Austin
Madelon M. Collette, 

age 93 of Austin, died Sunday, 
May 10, 2020, at St. Mark’s 
Living in Austin.

Madelon Mavis Wilson was 
born March 22, 1927 in Floyd, 
Iowa to Delbert and Leona 
(Rowe) Wilson. Madelon and 
her two sisters lost their father 
when Madelon was three. When 
Leona remarried Harry Miller 

of Albert Lea, Madelon was excited to welcome three 
new siblings to the now blended family. In time, a 
new brother arrived to complete their family unit.

Madelon was graduated from Albert Lea High 
School in 1945. On Oct. 26, 1946, she married Donald 
Lostegaard. Madelon took a job at the Wagon Wheel 
in Austin, but eventually joined the secretarial pool 
for the Hormel Foods Corporation. During her ten-
ure, she held positions in the insurance, personnel, 
transportation, purchasing, and grocery products 
divisions. She formed lifelong friendships with her 
many bright, creative, vivacious colleagues. In an-
other era, they would surely have run the place.

Together Madelon and Don raised two daugh-
ters. Madelon designed, sewed, and coordinat-
ed the family wardrobes. Date-nights, family 
nights, and social get-togethers often included 
square-dancing. Madelon created elaborate cakes 
– at least one or two may have garnered media at-
tention. The family belonged to Red Oak Grove Lu-
theran Church where Madelon volunteered with 
the Sunday school program, the youth groups, and 
as president of the Dorcas Mission Circle.

When Don became ill, painting became good 
therapy for both. During this therapeutic process, 
Madelon discovered a true talent she developed in 
the ensuing years. Don passed away in January 1977.

On Oct. 4, 1980, Madelon married Wesley Col-
lette of Austin. Madelon joined Wes in “retirement” 
from Hormel Foods March 1983 after 34? years. 
Both loved arts and crafts. Together, they oper-
ated Collette’s Country Corner for 18 years and 
participated in craft shows throughout the region. 
They sold more than 200 of Madelon’s oil paintings 
and thousands of figurines and statues created by 
both. Most importantly, they made new friends 
wherever they landed. Throughout, Madelon and 
Wes remained active at Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church. Madelon served as both vice president 
and president of WELCA. She served on the Board 
of Directors of the Mower County Senior Center, 
and she volunteered with Wes at the J.C. Hormel 
Nature Center. One year they were crowned Spam 
King and Queen. Wes died Nov. 18, 2001.

After 46 years on the farm, Madelon moved to 
Austin in 2005. She remained active and en-
gaged right through the “stay at home” whether 
at Carriage Homes Drive, Primrose Retirement 
Community, or St. Mark’s Living.

Madelon’s love was universal and inclusive. She 
loved adults, children, and animals. Family was 
especially important to her but was not defined by 
blood. Her favorite hobby was making friends. She 
enjoyed spending time with her children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews, neighbors, friends, strangers, 
cousins, caregivers, delivery drivers, et. al. She also 
enjoyed reading, journaling, dancing, and playing 
cribbage, pinochle, and the occasional lucky slot 
machine. She loved her cats, Kodiak and Hunter.

Survivors include her children Shari (Gary) 
Gode of Vadnais Heights, Julie (Tony) Razidlo of 
Austin, Sall? Crutaire of Foley, Frank Collette of 
Champion, Mich.; her precious grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchil-
dren; her sister Lucille Carlson of Inver Grove 
Heights; many of her cherished nieces, nephews, 
cousins, in-laws, friends, neighbors, and col-
leagues. Madelon will be dearly missed by all.

Madelon was preceded in death by her 
parents, her first husband Don Lostegaard, her 
second husband Wes Collette, one son and one 
daughter at birth, her siblings Avis Johnson, 
Phyllis Morris, Wayne Miller, Marvin Miller, 
and Jerald Miller, her grandson Steve Collette 
and numerous other beloved family and friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date 
due to the COVID-19 restrictions. Private family 
interment will be in Red Oak Grove Lutheran Cem-
etery. Memorials can be directed to Red Oak Grove 
Church, or recipient of donor’s choice. Services are 
prearranged and performed with Worlein Funeral 
Home in Austin. Condolences may be expressed to 
the family online at www.worlein.com.

"omas  
Jelinke, 82, 

formerly of BP
Thomas Richard “Dick” 

Jelinek passed away peace-
fully at his home in Pequot 
Lakes after a short illness 

with stomach cancer on Friday, May 1, 2020.
Dick was born on Jan. 3, 1938 in Austin to 

Tom and Christy Jelinek. Dick was raised in 
Blooming Prairie where he resided most of his 
life. He graduated from Blooming Prairie High 
School in 1956 and loved working on the reunion 
committee.

Dick met Connie Fread when she moved to 
Blooming Prairie in July 1951. They married 
Aug. 18, 1956. Dick served in the U.S. Navy sta-
tioned on the destroyer USS Daly in Newport, 
R.I. They returned to Blooming Prairie where 
he eventually became employed with Contel 
working for them for 30 years.

Dick and Connie raised two daughters on a 
beef farm near BP. They enjoyed traveling and 
camping in their various RVs. They retired 
from farming and moved to the lake near 
Backus in 1998 and spent 20 years wintering in 
Welton, Ariz. They moved to Pequot Lakes eight 
years ago.

Dick enjoyed his old cars, woodworking and 
traveling. His past time was visiting with any-
one he could strike up a conversation with.

Dick is survived by his wife, Connie; daugh-
ters, Ginger (Mark) Hoffman of Pequot Lakes 
and Tracey (Bob) Bengson of Litchfield; two 
grandchildren, Carley (Noah) Neuhaus and 
Kyle Hoffman; step grandchildren: Renae (Joe) 
Schlechter, Robin (Tim) Hoffmann, Robert 
Jr (Michele) Bengson and Bradley (Jackie) 
Bengson and their families; his siblings, Jon 
(Sandy) Jelinek, Jerilyn (Lyle) Noble; sister-
in-law, Harriet Fread; and many nieces and 
nephews.

No service is being held due to COVID-19. A 
graveside memorial service will be held later at 
the Blooming Prairie Cemetery. Arrangements 
are with Kline Funeral Home, Pequot Lakes.

BOOK NOOK

COLLEGE NEWS 

OBITUARIES

NANCY 
VAILLANCOURT

Obituaries Sponsor:
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

Jean Anderson

Madelon Collette

Thomas Jelinke

BP area students 
graduate from MSUM
Minnesota State 

University, Mankato 
Awards 2,367 Degrees at 
End of Spring Semester

Three Blooming Prai-
rie area students achieved 
degrees from Minnesota 
State University, Manka-
to, at spring graduation.

They are Beatrice Mi-
chaud, BS, RN baccalau-
reate completion, Leah 
Schiefert, BS, dental 
hygiene, Magna Cum 
Laude and Abby Wayne, 
BS, psychology.

The three were 
among 2,367 degrees 
given out at spring 
graduation with this 
spring’s graduates cele-
brated through a special 
website that launched 
Saturday, May 9, the day 
on which the Univer-
sity’s three traditional 
graduation ceremonies 
were scheduled but 
cancelled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Each graduate also re-
ceived personalized URL 
video messages by email 
on May 9, and “com-
mencement-in-a-box” 
packages were shipped to 
each graduate the week 
before graduation.

Advanced degrees 
awarded by Minnesota 
State Mankato at the 
conclusion of the spring 
semester included seven 

doctor of education de-
grees and three doctor of 
school psychology degrees.

Graduate degrees 
awarded included 91 
master of arts degrees, 
nine master of accounting 
degrees, five master of 
arts in teaching degrees, 
nine master of business 
administration degrees, 
16 master of fine arts de-
grees, one master of music 
degree, 10 master of public 
administration degrees, 
256 master of science 
degrees, 15 master of sci-
ence in nursing degrees, 
one professional science 
master’s degree and 27 
specialist in educational 
leadership degrees.

Degrees awarded at 
the undergraduate level 
included 68 bachelor of 
arts degrees, 95 bache-
lor of fine arts degrees, 
1,632 bachelor of science 
degrees, 21 bachelor of 
science in integrated 
engineering degrees, 26 
bachelor of science in civ-
il engineering degrees, 
17 bachelor of science in 
computer engineering 
degrees, 25 bachelor 
of science in electrical 
engineering degrees, 40 
bachelor of science in 
mechanical engineering 
degrees, 39 bachelor of 

SEE BP AREA STUDENTS, A10
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Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 

FITNESS 

CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

O
R
T
H
O
D
O
N
T
I
C

S
P
E
C
I
A
L
I
S
T

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2
nd

 Ave NE

Blooming Prairie

507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Men’s Bible Study: 8 a.m. Saturday
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday  
(Kids church- 9 a.m. and 

Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 p.m.  

Tuesday & Thursday
Call to Prayer: 7 p.m. Tuesday

Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. Wednesday
Wednesday School: 6:15-7 p.m. 

followed by Youth Group- 7-9 p.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 

10:15 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Pastor Greg Schlicker

507-451-4125
goodshepherdowatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m.,  
9:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, 
Austin 

Rev. Suzanne Froelich,  
Interim Pastor

507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
(Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and Jacie 

Richmond
507-451-7293

stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m.  

Thursday & Saturday;  
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Summer Services:  
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith

507-451-2165
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor: Rev. Todd Buegler

Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Amanda Floy

Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:15 

a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday

Sunday School:  
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

104 First St. SE., Hayfield 
Pastor Paul Hauschild 

507-477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Worship: 8 a.m. &  
10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA

1909 St. Paul Road, Owatonna
Senior Pastor:  

John Weisenburger
Associate Pastor: Lisa Carlson

507-451-4853
oursaviorsowatonna.com

Worship: 8:15 a.m.- Traditional, 
9:30 a.m.- Sunday School/Adult 

Education
10:45 a.m.- Contemporary

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich 

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Antony Arokiyam 
507-234-6244

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave  Owatonna

Father John Wilmot
507-583-2784

www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass at 8:30 a.m. 

with Children’s Church Sacrament 
of Reconciliation Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Faith Formation classes 

for K thru Confirmation
Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father John Wilmot
507-477-2256

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday  
Reconciliation: 3:45 pm Saturday 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
Father John Wilmot

507-583-2784
www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 

First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of  
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Rev. Scott Jakel

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways):  
9 a.m. Sunday

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 

7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW, Owatonna

Pastors Rich and Amy Pettet
507-456-4775

www.destinycc.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday

6:30-7:30 p.m. 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across 

the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities: Sept – May 
(see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna

Pastor Brian Beavers
651-955-4032 

Worship: 11 a.m. Sat.
Bible Stud: 9:30 a.m. Sat.

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
211 Main St. S., Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST 
(Owatonna’s oldest church)

123 E. Main St., Owatonna
Pastor Carla Nelson

507-272-9834
www.firstbaptistowatonna.com

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

BETHEL BAPTIST 
1611 Hemlock Ave.

Owatonna
Pastor Michael Simmerman

507-451-8548
www.bethelowatonna.com

Worship: 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

When relationships 
feel strained

“To everything there is 
a season... a time to keep si-
lence, and a time to speak” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1,7).

“ Remember this, my 
dear friends! Everyone 
must be quick to listen, but 
slow to speak and slow to 
become angry” (James 1:19).

Most communication 
researchers contend that 
the first step in effec-
tive communication is 
“gaining attention.” In 
order to establish lines 
of communication with 

your children and spouse, 
you first must “attend” to 
them – really see them, 
really hear them, really 
listen to them, really feel 
what they feel.

The Hebrew word for 
attend has several mean-
ings. Two of them paint 
a vivid description about 
the listening process:

**A sharpened ear. 
Such ears are like those of 
an animal listening to an 
unusual sound. Imagine 
a dog’s ears being perked 
up to listen. That’s the pic-
ture of a sharpened ear. 
As a parent or spouse, you 
are challenged to tune in 
to your family, to listen to 
them with a heightened 
awareness.

**A bent ear. This is 
the ear that is “cocked” in 
a certain direction – the 
ear positioned so that it 
hears fully and clearly, 
without distortion. As 

a parent or spouse, put 
away anything that 
might distract you from 
listening to your family 
with your whole heart, 
mind and spirit. Bend 
your ear in your family 
member’s direction.

Of course, this type 
of active listening takes 
effort. It can be far more 
draining than talking. 
But it is also the foremost 
key to communicating 
well with your family. God 
wants this for our rela-
tionships, even when they 
feel strained these days. 
And perhaps the best 
way to put all of this into 
action is to start listening 
to Jesus through prayer, 
devotion and meditation. 
As we receive the peace, 
love, and forgiveness from 
our Father, the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep, we 
can, in turn, give it away.

God Bless you all!

Ramon Salinas, 59, Blooming Prairie
Ramon Salinas, age 59, of Blooming Prairie, passed away 

peacefully at his home, surrounded by many loving family on 
Saturday, May 9, 2020, after a four-year battle with cancer.

Ramon was a fighter and fought cancer on his terms. His 
family and friends supported him through the battle of cancer. 
He entered heaven as a champion.

Ramon was born Nov. 10, 1960 in Dimmitt, Texas, to Juan and 
Matilda (Lopez) Salinas. He attended school in Plainview, Texas. 
In 1984, Ramon moved to Blooming Prairie, where he stayed the rest of his years. He 
worked at Koster’s Car Korner in Blooming Prairie for 29 years, doing body work on 
vehicles. Ramon was well known for auto-body repair and had a strong passion for it.

Ramon loved spending time with his grandchildren and liked to spend his after-
noons with his family watching his favorite TV shows Judge Judy, Family Matters 
and Mike and Molly. He enjoyed bonfires, dancing, listening to Tejano music, and 
never missed a street dance. Ramon was very sociable and loved walking around 
town talking to people.

Over the years, he collected NASCAR items and Native American miscellaneous. 
He was an avid fan of the Minnesota Vikings and never missed a game. Ramon always 
had a way of bringing laughter into the room! His favorite catch phrases were “Yo Baby 
Yo” and “My way or the highway,” if you heard them you knew Ramon was around. He 
was loved by his family and friends. As they say, “Everybody loves Ramon!!”

Survivors include his mother, Matilda Salinas of Kress, Texas; significant other, 
Susan Silva; four children; nine step-children; many grandchildren; siblings, Linda 
Juarez of Tulia, Texas, Rogelio “Roy” (Deb) Salinas of Austin, Mary (Fidel) Torres 
of Kress, Texas, Roberto (Gloria) Salinas of Blooming Prairie, Christina (Angel) 
Valentin of Kress, Texas, Yolanda (Tony) Morales of Kress, Texas; nieces, nephews, 
extended family and friends.

He was preceded in death by his father, Juan Salinas; brother, Ramiro “Ram” 
Salinas; step-son, Oscar Martinez; and niece, Linda Torres.

Private family interment will be in St. Columbanus Catholic Cemetery, Blooming 
Prairie. Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Condolences may be expressed to the family online at www.worlein.com.

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Pastor  
Paul Hauschild

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
HAYFIELD

Ramon Salinas

OBITUARIES
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ACCOUNTING AUTOMOBILE COLLISION

CONSTRUCTION EXCAVATING

GRANITE & MONUMENT GARBAGE SERVICE ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

PREPLANNING PETS ROOFING

$25 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Includes Consultation, 

Complete Examination, and X-rays!

Valid May 1-29, 2020

Celebrating 25 Years of Helping People Live Pain Free

*Additional services billed at our customary fees.

Chad M. Eischens, D.C.

Doctor of Chiropractic

Certified Medical Examiner

www.drchad.org

866.5DR. CHAD or 507.583.2271

344 E. Main Street * Downtown Blooming Prairie

        On this special day, we 
remember and honor the brave 
men and women who died while 
serving in the U.S. military. We 
will never forget their sacrifice.”  

owatonnagranite.com

Unknown

1180 East Frontage Rd., Owatonna, MN 55060

507.455.9551

Mary Jean Kaplan, 90, Owatonna
Mary Jean Kaplan, 

90, of Owatonna, died 
Saturday, May 16, 2020 
at Owatonna Hospital.

Mary was born Feb. 
2, 1930 in Nevada, Iowa 
the daughter of Henry 
and Margaret (Cartin) 

Kotlaba. She was also baptized in Nevada. 
They moved to Blooming Prairie in June 
1930 where Mary attended school from 1936-
48. She received her college education from 
Winona State University and graduated in 
1950 with a degree in elementary education.

Mary taught 4th and 5th grades from 
1950-52 in Murdock. She worked at Jostens 
Yearbook Company for two years. Mary 
met Lawrence Kaplan in 1952 and they 
married Nov.10, 1953. They moved to a 
dairy farm near Blooming Prairie and 
then to a dairy farm near Ellendale in 
1955. Mary and Lawrence had six children 
before he passed away on March 13, 1970. 
Mary continued to run her successful farm 
until 1986, moved to Ellendale for a year 
and then to Owatonna, where she made her 
permanent home. She worked at Nelson’s 
Bakery and Prange Way before retiring.

While living in Ellendale, Mary was a 
member of St. Aiden’s Catholic Church and 
Altar Society and the Ellendale-Geneva 
Schools PTA. In Owatonna, she was a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Catholic Church and 
its women’s sewing group. Mary’s interests 
and hobbies included reading, sewing and 

traveling. She enjoyed her trips to Alaska, 
Virginia, Texas, and nine trips overseas to 
Europe, Israel and the Panama Canal.

Mary’s children send a very special 
thank you to our family and friends who 
were able to attend Mary’s 90th birthday 
party on Feb. 1. This meant more to her 
(and the six of us) than you’ll ever know 
and turned out to be the celebration of her 
life that we are unable to hold now due to 
gathering restrictions. We love you all.

She is survived by her six children: 
James (Sharon Ringhofer) Kaplan of Owa-
tonna, John (Nancy) Kaplan of Elysian, 
Richard (Minerva) Kaplan of San Antonio, 
Texas, Gregory (Celine) Kaplan of Anchor-
age, Alaska, Kathleen (Peter) Mikkalson 
of Christiansburg, Va., and Brian (Aleta) 
Kaplan of Madison, Wis.; 15 grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren and many nieces 
and nephews.

Mary was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Lawrence; sister, Phyllis; brother-in-
law, Howard and grandson, Philip.

Private funeral services will be held at 
Michaelson Funeral Home with Father John 
Sauer officiating. Interment will be in the 
Holy Trinity Catholic Cemetery in Litomysl.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in 
Mary’s name for an elementary education 
scholarship can be sent to: WSU Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 5838, Somsen 204, Winona, 
MN 55987, or www.alumni.winona.edu./
give. Choose ‘Other’ and note “In Memory 
of Mary Kaplan.”

OBITUARIES

Mary Jean 
Kaplan

science in social work degrees 
and 20 associate of arts degrees. 

Undergraduate students 
receiving recognition included 
183 students graduating summa 
cum laude (3.8 grade point av-
erage and higher), 254 students 
graduating magna cum laude 
(minimum grade point average 
of 3.5 for students admitted 
before fall 2015; minimum grade 
point average of 3.6 for students 
admitted fall 2015 or later) and 
258 students graduating cum 
laude (minimum grade point av-
erage of 3.3 for students admitted 
before fall 2015; minimum grade 
point average of 3.4 for students 
admitted fall 2015 or later).

More information about 
the Minnesota State Mankato 
spring 2020 commencement is 
available at http://mnsu.edu/
mavgrad2020.

BP AREA: FROM A8
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Hometown Living

Graduation with a 
bang at NRHEG
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

School officials at 
NRHEG High School are 
set to send their graduates 
out with a bang.

Though the COVID-19 
crisis has put graduation 
plans into a tailspin this 
year for all schools, NRHEG 
has come up with a unique 
way to end graduation. They 
will be shooting off fire-
works after the ceremony.

Principal David Bunn 
worked with a committee 
last week to finalize plans 
for graduation at NRHEG. 
It will be Sunday, May 31 at 
8 p.m. with a drive-in style 
ceremony in the school 
parking lot or green space 
behind the school depend-
ing on the weather.

Pictures of the graduates 
will be taken prior to the 
event so that a photo can be 
displayed on a large screen 
during graduation.

There will be three stu-
dent speakers as picked by 
the senior class. They are 
Maggie Maloney, John Hoe-
lscher and Mia Williams. 
Two others, Jayna Domeier 
and Alexandra Combs, will 
do a special parent appreci-
ation speech.

The ceremony will be 
limited to one vehicle per 
family, according to Bunn. 
He noted school staff mem-
bers will be available to help 
with parking to get the vehi-
cles where they need to be.

FM transmission will 
be available for everyone to 
hear the ceremony on their 
vehicle stereos. The ceremo-
ny will also be live streamed 
for those who can’t attend to 
watch graduation.

Bunn said graduates will 

not be allowed to come out 
of their vehicles during the 
ceremony. They will be giv-
en the diplomas when they 
have their pictures taken. 
“They will be in the car the 
entire time,” he said. “It’s 
not our preferred choice, 
but it’s pretty clearly stated 
in guidelines set forth by 
the Minnesota Department 
of Health and Waseca Coun-
ty Public Health,” he added.

Asked if he ever thought 
graduation would take on 
this kind of look, Bunn re-
sponded, “Never in my wild-
est dreams.” He noted the 
coordination of this event 
has been “pretty extensive” 
over the past few weeks.

“We will try to make 
it the very best that our 
seniors deserve,” Bunn 
said. “I wish we could do it 
a different way, but we are 
going to make the best of it. 
We are trying to make it a 
quality graduation.”

The ceremony will con-
clude with a small fireworks 
show. Bunn said donations 
from the American Legion 
and the PTO as well as some 
other community donors are 
providing the fireworks. “We 
want fireworks at the end to 
make it special,” he said.

Along with Bunn, some 
of those involved in the 
graduation planning were 
the Superintendent Dale 
Carlson, administrative as-
sistant Teri Kormann, the 
district nurse, senior class 
advisor and New Richland 
police chief.

Bunn stressed that all 
graduation plans had been 
communicated with Wase-
ca County Public Health 
and fall into the guidelines 
set forth by state health 
officials.

A full day of 
celebration for 

Owatonna 
grads

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

It has been a rocky 
ending to the school 
year, but seniors grad-
uating from Owatonna 
High School will be 
offered a full day of 
celebration.

This year’s grad-
uation will offer four 
components through-
out the day on Sunday, 
June 7 from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. The first will be 
cap, gown and diploma 
professional photos and 
breakfast. All graduates 
and their families are 
scheduled to come to the 
Foundation Building on 
the east side of the fair-
grounds to get a profes-
sional photo with their 
diploma in their cap 
and gown. The school 
will have free break-
fast treats and honored 
guests who want to con-
gratulate the seniors on 
their accomplishments.

Since there will not 
be a processional at com-
mencement, seniors will 
be allowed to decorate 
their caps for the picture 
to honor the very unique 
year they graduated, 
said Kory Kath, Owaton-
na principal.

The second compo-
nent will be the com-
mencement, which will 
offer drive-in ceremony 
at the parking lot of 
Federated Insurance, 
1929 South Cedar Ave. 
The ceremony will be 
broadcast live on radio 
on AM 1390 KRFO and 
FM 100.9 KOWZ.

“We will honor all 
seniors, hear com-
mencement addresses 
by members of the Class 
of 2020 and receive rec-
ognition from honored 
guests,” Kath said.

Families will be 
limited to one car for the 
ceremony. Kath stressed 
that everyone must be 
inside the car during 
the entire ceremony. 
“To adhere to social 
distancing rules, only 
driver side windows 
may be rolled down and 
no restrooms will be 
available,” he said. “We 
ask for your respect and 
willingness to honor 
these expectations as 
we know how important 
the ceremony is to our 
senior class,” he added.

The third part of 
graduation will be local 
businesses honoring 
seniors. Several busi-
nesses are offering 
deals on great food and 
treats. Coupons will 
be given to seniors for 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

11 a.m.- Small ceremo-
ny at city cemetery

ELLENDALE-GENEVA 
AREA
8:15 a.m.- Holy Trinity 
Cemetery at Litomysl
8:45 a.m.- St. Ansgar’s 
Cemetery
9:15 a.m.- Geneva 
Cemetery
9:45 a.m.- St. Aiden’s 
Cemetery
10:15 a.m.- Ellendale 
Lutheran Cemetery
10:45 a.m.- Berlin 
Cemetery

For more information 
on Memorial Day pro-
grams, see page B7.

It will be a 
memorable BP 
commencement

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Because of the health 
and safety threat posed by 
the coronavirus, this year’s 
2020 Blooming Prairie High 
School commencement will 
be like none other.

The Class of 2020 grad-
uation is planned for 11 
a.m. Sunday, May 31 on the 
grounds of the high school.

If raining, the time will 
be pushed back, stated 
commencement organizers.

The virtual ceremony 
will be a drive-thru cere-
mony with a special solo 
walk in front of the high 
school for each graduate.

The seniors will then 
receive their diploma, will 
have their photo taken by 
yearbook photographer 
Becky Severtson and will 
return to their vehicle.

It will be a virtual 
graduation with most of the 
action centered on a radio 
broadcast on KAT COUN-
TRY 105.

Medford offers 
parking lot 
ceremony  
with flair

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

It will be a parking lot 
graduation with some 
flair for Medford seniors 
this year.

High School principal 
Kevin Babcock finalized 
plans last week for gradua-
tion, which will take place 
Friday, May 29 at 7 p.m. in 
the high school parking lot. 
An alternate weather date 
is Saturday, May 30 at 7 p.m.

The commencement 
ceremony will be broadcast 
live on Owatonnalive.com 
and radio stations 106.3 FM 
and 1170 AM KFOW.

“We will adhere to 
social distancing guide-
lines,” Babcock stressed in 
revealing the plans. “Even 
though this situation is not 
ideal, we are planning to 
honor our seniors through 
these safe and special 
events,” he said.

Babcock noted that both 
the Minnesota Department 
of Education and Depart-
ment of Health recommend 
the safest way to observe 
graduation is to stay home.

The school district is 
mandating all participants, 
seniors and families, 
to stay at home if there 
are underlying health 
conditions or COVID-19 
symptoms are exhibited, 
according to Babcock. No 

Old bus garage makes way for affordable housing
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

When Bill Regan 
came to Owatonna in 
1968, he took over the 
bus company, which 
included a bus garage 
on Cherry Street.

For years, the garage 
provided shelter for 
school buses. However, 
it didn’t take long for 
Regan’s bus company 
to outgrow the space, 
and he moved the buses 
to the current garage 
located on the west side 
of Owatonna in 1975.

“It was so crowded 
before we moved,” 
Regan recalls. “We had 
buses backing into driv-
er’s cars because there 
was no room,” he said.

He has kept the 
1.25-acre property on 
Cherry Street next to 
the railroad tracks for 
all these years renting 
out the garage as stor-
age and an office space 
for Central Heating & 
Air Conditioning of 
Owatonna, but that will 
soon come to an end.

Regan is in the 
process of selling the 
property, including 
the old garage and two 
single-family homes, to 
the City of Owatonna. 
The structures will be 
demolished to make 
room for a 36-unit 
apartment building 
known as Eastgate 
Apartments. It will be 
deemed as workforce 
affordable housing.

Under the terms 
of the sale, the city 
would clear the prop-
erty and clean up the 
site, according to Troy 
Klecker, community de-
velopment director for 
Owatonna. The city has 
received about $139,000 
from the Minnesota 
Department of Employ-
ment and Economic 
Development to help 
clean up the property.

Once the site is ready, 
the city would transfer 
ownership to LWO Prop-
erties, a Twin Cities 
developer, he said.

Klecker expects con-
struction to begin on 
the property by fall.

The complex would 

CLASSES OF COVID

Blessed by 
an amazing 
community

First and foremost, we 
would like to thank you all for 
your amazing support during 
this difficult time. The dona-
tions that have come in this 
past month have been such a 
blessing. We have been able to 
purchase canned fruits and 
vegetables, pasta, and rice 
from our local grocery stores. 
These items are being added to 
our monthly food packages to 
round them up to our stan-
dards. Your donations have 
also helped with our nearly 
doubled food cost of purchas-
ing pre-packaged boxes. We 
ae so blessed to have such an 
amazing community who steps 
up and rallies around our 
neighbors in need.

Not much has changed in 
last month here at Community 
Pathways. Our thrift store 
(Unique Finds) is still closed, 
and we are uncertain of when 
we will open. Our number 
one priority is the health and 
wellbeing of our customers, 
volunteers, and employees. We 
are in the process of coming 
up with a plan and process for 
when we can open our store.

Marketplace continues to 
offer monthly food packages 
curbside to registered cus-

Steele Talkin’ 
JESS STROMLEY

SEE OLD BUS GARAGE, B2

SEE MEDFORD OFFERS, B2

SEE IT WILL BE A MEMORABLE, B2

SEE BLESSED, B2SEE A FULL DAY, B2

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Bill Regan of Owatonna looks over his property on Cherry Street that once housed 
his bus company. Regan has sold the 1.25-acre site to the City of Owatonna for 
workforce affordable housing.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
NRHEG senior Elizabeth Karl enjoys the graduation sign that 
was recently delivered during a Senior Surprise Caravan.
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feature “a lot of ame-
nities of market rate” 
apartments, Klecker 
said. Some of them 
include underground 
parking, laundry in 
each apartment and 
balconies. However, 
the rent would be 
about $200-$300 less 
than a market rate 
apartment because 
of tax credits the 
city has been able to 
obtain.

LWO has done 
about five other 
housing projects in 
Owatonna, Klecker 
noted.

Another 36-unit 
apartment complex 
is proposed to go at 
660 Mound Ave. SW, 
which is located be-
hind the building that 
houses Starbucks 
and Papa Murphy’s 
Pizza on West Bridge 
Street. Unlike East-
gate, this project 
would be available as 
market rate as no tax 
credits are in place. 
The developer on the 
project is Schrom 
Construction located 
in southern Minne-
sota.

The city has also 
approved a 71-unit 
apartment complex 
on Lemond Road.

Klecker said 
these latest projects 
will help with the 
housing supply 
in Owatonna. “As 
soon as a building 
goes up, they fill 
up right away,” he 
said. “There is defi-
nitely demand.”

Construction 
closes County 

roads
Two Steele County 

highways are closed for 
construction.

County Highway 60 
from County Highway 
45 to Highway 218 in 
Owatonna Township 
will be closed for 
construction starting 
May 18. A detour will 
be posted using County 
Highway 45, Highway 14 
and Highway 218.

County Highway 17 
from County Highway 
7 to Highway14 in Mer-
iden Township will be 
closed for construction 
starting Wednesday, 
May 20. A detour will 
be posted using County 
Highway 7 and County 
Highway 2.

This work is part 
of a two-year project 

to rehabilitate the 
roadways. Last year, 
crews replaced cul-
verts. This year, crews 
will mill and pulverize 
the existing pave-
ment and place a new 
bituminous surface on 
the highways. Work is 
expected to be complet-
ed by fall.

Steele County offi-
cials advise motorists 
to drive with caution 
and slow down through 
work zones for their 
safety and for the safe-
ty of the construction 
crews.

For updates on this 
or other Steele County 
Highway construction 
projects, visit: www.
co.steele.mn.us/high-
way_construction.?

S’Cream, Taco John’s, 
The Blast, Old Town 
Bagels, McDonald’s 
and others.

Graduation day 
will conclude with the 
light the night for the 
Class of 2020. The high 
school will be lit up 
in a special way just 
for the senior class. 
Community residents 
are also encouraged to 
turn on their outside 
lights in honor of the 
graduates.

At 9:30 p.m., the sta-
dium, scoreboard and 
front of the building 
will be lit up to honor 
the senior class. It will 
be lit for only 20 min-
utes marking 2020.

Kath said with the 
future being bright for 
the graduates, they 
want the entire com-
munity to honor it. He 
asks people to respect 
social distancing if 
they leave their car to 
see the special lighting.

“We are excited to 
do all of this in honor 

and hope that the 
graduates know how 
deeply we care about 
them,” Kath says. 
“Their journey has 
been like no other, so 
our celebration must 
be as well.”

In preparation 
for graduation, the 
seniors participated 
in a survey. One of the 
overriding messages 
that came out of the 
survey was that the 
senior wanted the 
formal opportunity to 
get their diploma.

The seniors also 
said they wanted to 
come together to hear 
the speeches. “We can’t 
do it in person, but we 
can do it in vehicles,” 
Kath said. He encour-
ages people who can’t 
attend the ceremony to 
listen on the radio.

“We hope they feel 
their community is 
coming together to 
say thank you and 
congratulations,” 
Kath said.

COUNTY

WE BUY ALL METALS!
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN
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Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110 
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

115 Highway 56 N. West Concord 

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Darrick Schewe, Owner

583-9994
Located in Napa Auto Parts Building
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Steven's
Collison Center

700 7th St. Circle SE . Kasson
507-634-6444 

Mon-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m

• 24 hour towing
• Free Written Estimates
• All Work Guaranteed

• Complete Paint & Bodywork
• Auto Glass Repairs

• Vinyl Roof & Seat Repairs

Dear Motor Medics,
I just got my ¿ rst classic 
car, a 1958 Ford Fairlane 

and I have questions. I am 
wondering about some basic 
car care in the line of À uids. My 
2018 Malibu is simple, just ¿ ll up 
the tank and go to the box store 
for oil changes but I have heard 
that you cannot do either on the 
classics. I plan to put about 2000 
miles a year on this car. Should 
I worry about the battery staying 
charged?

Ted in Attica Indiana
The 58 Fairlane is a beautiful car. 
Retractable hardtop, great lines, 
and a big V8 engine. Who could 
ask for more… You are correct 
about the À uids, they are specif-
ic. The engine oil today does not 
contain the zddp or zinc that older 
oil once did, and the newer cars 
have special bearings to compen-
sate but yours will be damaged if 
you use standard oils. You need to 
either use and additive in the oil to 
replace the zddp and zinc or use 
a special oil formulated for classic 
engines. As for gas, you need to 
use a lead substitute if the engine 
has not had modi¿ cations made to 
run on no lead gas. Using regu-
lar no lead fuel can damage the 
engine over time. Along the lines of 
the battery you will ¿ nd that when a 
car sits for extended periods it will 
tend to go dead. To get the longest 
life from it use a battery maintainer.

Take care, The Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
My Jeep has problems 
starting but not every day. 

Sometimes I can go a week with 
no issues and other times it will 
not start twice a day or more. It 
is very frustrating, and I do not 
feel secure anymore. When it will 
not start the is a picture of a key 
on the instrument panel and the 
engine just will not turn over. I 
know it is going to start ok when 
I turn the key on, and that light is 
off. I have had it to two different 
shops, and it starts for them so 
they both charged me $100 to 
look at it and said they cannot 
¿ nd anything. What can I do.
Sherie in Scotland South Dakota

Having a car that will not start al-
ways gives a sense of uneasiness. 
The light indicates Security issues. 
The situation you are in is very 
common. You go to a shop and 
they cannot ¿ nd anything, but they 
charge you anyways. They charge 
for their time even if your car will 
not cooperate, but the question is, 
are they going the full distance or 
just turning the key and saying it 
starts ok. When we see one like 
this in our shop we verify the no 
crank and also go further by look-
ing at basic electrical connections 
and vehicle computer data as well 
as looking to see if the vehicle has 
any recalls for the condition or past 
service bulletin’s. 

Take care, The Motor Medics
5/21

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU 
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP 

AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCE-
DURES BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the 
Motor Medic®online 

at underthehoodshow.com

ASK THE ASK THE 
MOTOR  MEDICSMOTOR  MEDICS®®

B y Shannon Nords t r om B y Shannon Nords t r om 
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IT WILL BE A MEMORABLE:  
BP commencement FROM B1

“We want to make the 
graduation of members 
of the Class of 2020 as 
memorable as possible,” 
remarked Superinten-
dent Chris Staloch.

The school, Staloch 
said, is thankful for 
the partnership it has 
had with families of the 
Blooming Prairie se-
niors. “The parents have 
been patient and support-
ive of us,” he said.

Most Minnesota high 
schools have planned 
virtual commence-
ments. Gov. Tim Walz 
and the Minnesota 
Department of Edu-
cation two weeks ago 
ruled that no indoor or 
stadium/athletic field 
ceremonies would be 
allowed because of the 
gathering restriction of 
10 or less.

Letters went out 
last week to families of 
the 50 graduates. The 
letters detailed parame-
ters for the graduation.

Here’s a summary of 
activities planned for 
the virtual ceremony:

• Sunday, May 31, 
2020 at 11 a.m. (if rain-
ing, the time will be 
pushed back).

• Ceremony will be 
in front of Blooming 
Prairie High School.

• Pre-recorded 
speeches will be deliv-

ered by Superintendent 
Staloch and by Bloom-
ing Prairie honor stu-
dents. Honor students 
are: Valedictorian Julia 
Worke and co-Saluta-
torians Riauna Bishop 
and Adam Larson.

• Drive Thru Gradua-
tion, with a special solo 
walk for the Graduate.

• Only the Graduate 
will be able to get out of 
the vehicle.

• A car parade 
through the city of BP 
will follow. Families are 
encouraged to decorate 
their car appropriately 
as they would like. The 
graduate’s name should 
be visible on the car.

• Immediate family 
only in the vehicle.

• One vehicle is al-
lowed per family. Reach 
out to Mary Worke if 
you have any questions 
regarding this.

• Group photos will 
not be allowed on school 
grounds.

• No spectators will 
be allowed on school 
grounds.

• The Graduation 
Ceremony will be 
pre-recorded and played 
during the live ceremo-
ny on the radio station 
KAT COUNTRY 105. 
Share this with your ex-
tended family members 
so they can listen.

• Blooming Prairie 
yearbook editor, Becky 
Severtson will be at 
the ceremony to take 
a photograph of grad-
uates receiving their 
diplomas. These photos 
will be available at a 
later date.

• The ceremony is 
also being video taped 
from the ground and 
the sky This video will 
also be available at a 
later date.

• Due to sound issues, 
there will be no live 
stream of the gradua-
tion ceremony.

• Please let Mrs. 
Worke know if you are 
not participating in the 
Graduation Ceremony.

• More specific 
details about the day 
(Drive thru order & 
parade route) will come 
out closer to the Gradu-
ation Day.

• Questions about 
the ceremony may be 
directed to Mrs. Worke 
at the high school at 507-
583-4426, ext. 428.

• NOTE: Proceedings 
are subject to change 
due to the direction of 
the The State of Minne-
sota**

“Planning has been 
extensive and now, we 
just hope the weather 
will cooperate,” said 
Superintendent Staloch.

restrooms will be avail-
able for graduation.

Vehicles will be 
directed to an assigned 
parking space in al-
phabetical order. Each 
graduate will receive 
an eco-friendly helium 
balloon to be released at 
the presentation of the 
Class of 2020 portion of 
the ceremony.

Prior to the ceremo-
ny, selected pieces of 
previous Medford Band 
and Choir performanc-
es will be played over 
the sound system. At 7 
p.m., Pomp and Circum-
stance will be played. 
Several speakers will be 
introduced during the 
ceremony.

Babcock will be 
offering the presentation 
of diplomas. Cars will 
be directed to drive up 

to the stage in order to 
receive their diploma. 
The graduate will be al-
lowed to get out of their 
vehicle and walk across 
the stage. As they walk 
across the stage, gradu-
ates will stop halfway for 
a short period of time, 
flip their tassel, hold up 
their diploma and then 
exit the stage. Graduates 
will reenter their vehicle 
and return to their origi-
nal parking spot.

After everyone 
receives their diplomas, 
graduates will be allowed 
to release their balloon.

Medford Fire and the 
Steele County Sheriff’s 
Office will lead the 
seniors on a parade 
throughout Medford.

Babcock said 
graduates and family 
members will be able to 

decorate their vehicles 
and graduation caps.

While Babcock is 
aware not all parents 
like the graduation 
plans as they are, he 
said school officials 
have tried to do their 
best with what they 
have to work with. Just 
a month ago, Babcock 
wondered if they were 
going to be able to do 
anything at all.

“We are going to 
make it as memorable 
as possible,” Babcock 
said. “We are really try-
ing to honor our kids.”

Babcock said this 
year’s graduation will 
definitely be one for the 
history books. “What 
other grade will be able 
to talk about this 10 years 
from now,” he said. “This 
will be memorable.”

MEDFORD OFFERS:  
parking lot ceremony with flair FROM B1

A FULL DAY:  
of celebration for  
Owatonna grads FROM B1

OLD BUS GARAGE: FROM B1

BLESSED: by an amazing community FROM B1

tomers. Marketplace 
Delivery has been 
going strong adding 
new customers to their 
delivery schedule every 
week. This program has 
helped so many and we 
are grateful to be able to 
offer this service.

Channel One Food 
Bank has been delivering 
200 pre-packaged boxes 
and fresh produce every 

week, they have done an 
outstanding job making 
sure food shelfs like ours 
are stocked with healthy 
nutritious food. They 
have also waived the 
charge for these during 
the month of May.

The kindness, encour-
agement, and support 
from our customers, 
volunteers and neigh-
bors has kept us going. 

We miss you all and 
cannot wait to catch up 
and see your smiling 
faces. We are all in this 
together and together we 
can overcome anything. 
Keep up to date with 
changes by visiting our 
website www.commu-
nitypathwaysSC.org or 
follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/com-
munitypathwaysSC.org.

Jess Stromley is 
the fund develop-
ment and marketing 
coordinator for 
Community Path-
ways in Owatonna. 
Steele Talkin’ is 
a regular column 
featuring authors 
representing vari-
ous organizations 
throughout Steele 
County.
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BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT:  At 12:18 p.m., a hit and run accident resulting in property damage 
occurred in the 1600 block of Cedar Ave. S.

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

Man leads 
police on 

chase through 
2 counties

A man faces 
felony charges 
in connection 
with a high-
speed pursuit 
through parts 
of two counties.

Branden 
Henrickson, 
21, of Owa-
tonna has 
been charged 

with fleeing police in a motor 
vehicle, motor vehicle theft and 
driving after revocation. The 
charges stem from a chase that 
started in Owatonna and ended 
in Faribault May 11.

Owatonna Police attempted 
to stop a vehicle for speeding on 
State Avenue during the early 
morning hours of May 11. As 
the officer initiated the stop, the 
vehicle sped off at a high rate 
of speed eventually leading to 
northbound I-35, police said.

During the chase, police not-
ed the vehicle had an alert on it 
for the driver having two felony 
warrants.

The chase ended near High-
way 60 and Lyndale in Faribault 
where officers utilized stop 
sticks in the roadway to deflate 
the fleeing vehicle’s tires. Once 
the vehicle stopped, officers 
conducted a high-risk stop.

Officers arrested Hendrickson, 
who was the driver. However, he 
was not the person wanted in the 
alert. Police said he was operat-
ing the vehicle without consent.

One of Owatonna’s squads 
suffered tire damage during the 
pursuit.

Branden 
Henrickson

Governor signs Tobacco 21 into law
Minnesotans for a 

Smoke-Free Generation on 
May 13 thanked Gov. Tim 
Walz for signing Tobacco 21 
into law. Raising the state 
tobacco age will align Min-
nesota with federal law and 
keep tobacco products out 
of middle and high schools.

“Minnesota’s Tobacco 
21 effort started with a few 
concerned residents and 
physicians and has grown 
into 75 local policies and 
thousands of youth, parents 
and supporters across the 
state united behind raising 
the tobacco age,” said Molly 
Moilanen, vice president 
at ClearWay Minnesota 
and co-chair of Minne-
sotans for a Smoke-Free 
Generation. “Thank you 
to Governor Walz and Lt. 
Governor Flanagan for 
listening to Minnesota’s 
youth and working with 
them to take on an industry 
that continues to profit from 
addiction and disease. It 
will take a bold, comprehen-
sive effort to truly combat 
the health crisis of youth 
vaping, and Tobacco 21 is 
a very important first step 
toward this goal.”

“This is great news,” 
said Andrea Marshall, 
health educator with Steele 
County Public Health. 
“Although the City of 
Owatonna already passed a 
local ordinance on raising 
the tobacco age to 21, we are 
extremely pleased to see the 
state following suit.”

Marshall pointed out 
getting this accomplished 
didn’t come easy. “It was a 
long and difficult journey, 
but one that will potentially 
save many of our youth 
from a lifelong addiction to 
tobacco,” she said.

The Tobacco 21 bill 
HF331 gained strong 
bipartisan support in the 
House and Senate, and was 
championed by lawmakers 
from across Minnesota. 
Congress passed national 
Tobacco 21 in December 
2019, and the discrepancy 
between the state tobacco 
age (18) and federal law (21) 
was causing confusion and 
tying the hands of local 
law enforcement. In addi-
tion to aligning with the 
federal tobacco age, the bill 
updates relevant state to-
bacco definitions, penalties 
and signage requirements 
to ensure strong compli-
ance and enforcement.

Raising the tobacco age 
to 21 will help keep tobacco 
products out of schools, 
since there are many 
18-year-olds but few 21-year-
olds in high school social cir-
cles. Nearly 95% of addicted 
adult smokers started before 
21. The National Academy 
of Medicine estimates that 
Tobacco 21 would lead to 
enormous health gains, 
including a 25% reduction 
in smoking initiation among 
15-to-17-year-olds.

Action is needed to com-
bat rising youth tobacco use. 
The 2019 Minnesota Student 
Survey found that more 
than a quarter of 11th-grad-
ers and more than one in 
10 8th-graders used e-cig-
arettes in the past month. 
From 2016 to 2019, 8th-grade 
vaping rates nearly doubled. 
E-cigarette use has erased 
two decades of progress 
to reduce youth tobacco 
rates and the U.S. Surgeon 
General calls youth vaping 
an epidemic. Health experts 
are concerned about e-cig-
arette use because nicotine 

in any form harms the 
developing adolescent brain 
and can prime youth for 
addiction to cigarettes and 
other substances.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
added urgency for adopting 
stronger tobacco preven-
tion polices. Early studies 
have found COVID-19 may 
be particularly dangerous 
for people with lungs weak-
ened by chronic disease, 
asthma and tobacco use.

The Tobacco 21 move-
ment has gained tremen-
dous momentum in Min-
nesota. In May 2017, Edina 
was the first Minnesota 
community to pass Tobacco 
21. Today, 75 Minnesota 
communities have local 
Tobacco 21 policies. Senator 
Carla Nelson (R-Roches-
ter) first introduced the 
Senate Tobacco 21 bill in 
May 2017. Sen. Nelson is 
a longtime supporter of 
tobacco prevention and 
championed other historic 
policies including securing 
funding for smoking ces-
sation services and adding 
e-cigarettes to the statewide 
smoking ban. In 2018, for-
mer Representative Dario 
Anselmo first introduced 
the House version of the bill 
and in 2019, Representative 
Heather Edelson (DFL-Edi-
na) took the lead as chief 
author, continuing Edina’s 
trailblazing leadership. 
Before her election to the 
Minnesota House, Rep. 
Edelson helped pass Edi-
na’s local Tobacco 21 policy. 
Over the last two sessions, 
Rep. Edelson has served as 
a tenacious champion of the 
House Tobacco 21 bill.

Minnesotans for a 
Smoke-Free Generation is 
a coalition of more than 60 

organizations that share a 
common goal of reducing 
youth smoking and ending 
tobacco’s harm for good. 
The coalition is united 
behind four major policies 
that reduce youth smoking 
and nicotine addiction, in-
cluding raising the tobacco 
sale age to 21, increasing 
tobacco prices, prohibiting 
the sale of all flavored to-
bacco products and invest-
ing in tobacco prevention 
programs.

Governor Walz and Lt. 
Governor Flanagan have 
shown strong support for 
these policies. In March, 
they released a supplemen-
tal budget proposal that 
would have increased the 
tax on e-cigarettes and 
invested in youth tobacco 
prevention and cessation. 
Earlier in the session, the 
Walz/Flanagan Adminis-
tration announced their 
support for statewide 
Tobacco 21 and clearing the 
market of flavored tobacco 
products in Minnesota. The 
Governor and Lt. Governor 
are also holding Big Tobac-
co accountable for its role in 
the youth nicotine epidem-
ic. In December, they joined 
Attorney General Keith 
Ellison in announcing 
Minnesota’s lawsuit against 
JUUL for illegally market-
ing to youth.

Several legislative 
proposals to reduce youth 
tobacco use – including pre-
vention funding and ending 
the sale of flavored tobacco 
products – advanced this 
year in the committee 
process. These bills were 
understandably halted by 
the legislature’s focus on 
the state’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases 
were heard in Steele 
County District Court 
the week of May 4 with 
Judge Karen R. Duncan 
presiding:
Irving Mixteco, 39, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was 
convicted of felony sale 
of narcotics. Mixteco 
was sentenced to $131, 
44 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state, no possession of 
firearms and 5 years of 
supervised probation.
Dak L. Ret, 24, Waseca, 
previously appeared 
and was convicted 
of felony possession 
of firearm. Ret was 
sentenced to $131, 
114 days in county jail, 
maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, 
do not enter liquor 
establishments, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, 
psychological 
evaluation, cognitive 
skill training, attend 
support groups, 
no possession of 
firearms and 5 years of 
supervised probation.
The following 
misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors 
were heard in Steele 
County District Court 
the week of May 4 – 10:

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Prudence D. Bouye, 31, 
Fargo, ND, speeding, 
$215; Andrea R. 
Brockman, 41, Faribault, 
speeding, $135; Jazmin 
W. Chavez Montano, 22, 
Austin, speeding, $125; 
Heaven L. Clausen-Taft, 
46, Andover, speeding, 
$115; Ron S. Doughty, 

44, Shakopee, speeding, 
$125; Safe D. Elghorab, 
20, Richfield, speeding, 
$125; Mason L. Evans, 
20, Waterville, no 
license, $175; Michael 
M. Floyd, 30, New 
Brighton, speeding, 
$115; Kasandra A. 
Gomez-Duran, 20, 
Bloomington, speeding, 
$215; Elsie M. Gray, 20, 
Maple Grove, speeding, 
$135; Courtney R. 
Hanson, 22, Shakopee, 
speeding, $135; Jammie 
K. Jodarski, 41, Phoenix, 
AZ, speeding, $135; 
Franklin H. Klecker, 26, 
Owatonna, hands free 
violation, $125; George 
R. Leist, 48, Porum, OK, 
speeding, $115; Kara R. 
Mallaro, 25, Fayetteville, 
AR, speeding, $135; 
Alexander D. Morris, 28, 
Kearney, NE, speeding, 
$115; Nicholas R. 
Olson, 23, Burnsville, 
speeding, $215; Oweit 
A. Oweit, 41, Austin, 
speeding, $135; Bennet 
W. Ruhland, 17, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $135; 
Isuruni G. Sonnadara, 
35, Golden Valley, 
speeding, $275; Adam L. 
Stegeman, 37, Winthrop, 
speeding, $135; Sidney 
D. Tomes, 23, Woodbury, 
speeding, $275; Amanda 
M. Torgerhagen, 23, 
Richville, speeding, $215; 
Austin T. Underdahl, 
19, Faribault, speeding, 
$275; Courtney J. 
Waters, 33, Elmore, 
unsafe tires, $125.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Susan R. Brein, 48, 
Owatonna, theft, 
stay of adjudication, 
$179, psychological 
evaluation and 1 year of 
unsupervised monitoring 
without adjudication; 
Melissa Carrasco, 39, 
Owatonna, DWI, $150, 1 
day in county jail, attend 
MADD impact panel, 
chemical assessment, 
do not enter liquor 

establishments, no 
alcohol or controlled 
substance use, 5 
hours of community 
service and 2 years of 
supervised probation; 
Nicholas M. Graupmann, 
43, Owatonna, domestic 
assault, $381, 3 days in 
county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, no possession 
of firearms, cognitive 
skill training, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state, domestic abuse 
evaluation and 1 year of 
supervised probation; 
Alonso Hernandez, 65, 
Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Brian A. 
Johnson, 49, Owatonna, 
failure to yield, $125; 
Esmeralda Sanmiguel, 20, 
possession of marijuana, 
$125; Rachel C. 
Schroeder, 31, Owatonna, 
DWI, $150, 3 days in 
county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, substance abuse 
subtle screening 
inventory, attend MADD 
impact panel and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
Caitlin L. Valdez, 24, 
Medford, expired tabs, 
$105; Harlan M. Vasquez, 
50, Owatonna, DWI, 
$400, 1 day in county 
jail, no trespassing, 
substance abuse subtle 
screening inventory and 
1 year of supervised 
probation.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Angela K. Ballstadt, 40, 
Owatonna, possession 
of marijuana, stay of 
adjudication, $75, 3 
days in county jail, no 
alcohol or controlled 
substance use, obtain 
permission to leave 
the state, 180 hours of 
community service and 
3 years of supervised 
probation; Payton J. 
Bauer, 16, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; 
Courtney J. Bremer, 23, 
Claremont, speeding, 

$115; Eric L. Davis, 47, 
Ellendale, interfere with 
911 call, $125, 2 days 
in county jail, obtain 
permission to leave 
the state, domestic 
abuse evaluation, 
no possession of 
firearms and 6 years of 
supervised probation; 
Randy P. Hofius, 58, 
Austin, violation of no 
contact order, $125, 
9 days in county jail, 
maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, 
do not enter liquor 
establishments, no 
contact with victim, 
obtain permission 
to leave the state, 
domestic abuse 
evaluation, no 
possession of firearms 
and 2 years of 
supervised probation; 
Joseph E. Janiga, 52, 
Almont, MI, speeding, 
$121; Gina B. Pullar, 25, 
Albert Lea, speeding, 
$115; Carlos M. Rivera 
Perez, 46, Woodbury, 
speeding, $115.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
May 11
Arrest: Police 
responded to a 911 
hang-up call in the 700 
block of Academy St. 
E. at 9:35 a.m. They 
arrested a subject at 
the scene.
Assault: Officers 
responded to an assault 
in the 400 block of 
State Ave. NW at 4:19 
p.m.
Shoplifting: At 5:56 
p.m., a shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 
2100 block of Bridge 
St. W.
May 12
Pursuit: Police pursued 
a subject at State Ave. 
NW and 26th St. NW in 
Owatonna Township at 
1:49 p.m.

Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported in 
the 1000 block of 22nd 
St. NE at 7:24 a.m.
Restraining Order: At 
11:23 a.m., a restraining 
order violation occurred 
in the 1000 block of St. 
Paul Road NE.
Warrant: Officer made 
a warrant arrest in the 
900 block of Wilson Dr. 
NW at 11:42 a.m.
Shoplifting: Police 
arrested a juvenile for 
shoplifting in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 
2:11 p.m.
Criminal Sexual 
Conduct: Police began 
an investigation of 
criminal sexual conduct 
in the 500 block of Vine 
St. E. at 8:14 p.m.
May 13
Suspicion: Police 
responded to 
suspicious activity in 
the 2200 block of Hartle 
Ave. SE at 3:29 a.m.
Fraud: Officer took 
a report of a fraud 
incident in the 100 block 
of Augusta Place NE at 
12:50 p.m.
Theft: Police received 
a theft report from the 
300 block of Cedardale 
Dr. SE at 3:09 p.m.
Harassment: At 3:23 
p.m., a harassment 
incident occurred in the 
400 block of Kirk Place 
NE.
Warrant: Officer made 
a warrant arrest in the 
700 block of State Ave. 
NW at 4:29 p.m.
May 14
Thefts: Police took 
theft reports in the 700 
block of 20th St. NE at 
11:34 a.m. and the 100 
block of Allan Ave. SW 
at 5:52 p.m.
Shoplifting: Officer 
issued a shoplifting 
citation in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. 
at 2:27 p.m.
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported 
in the 2100 block of 26th 
St. NE at 6:25 p.m.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

May 12
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported 
in the 4100 block of St. 
Paul Road in Clinton 
Falls Township at 1:23 
p.m.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Jose Hernandez Jr., 36, 
arrested at 6:15 p.m. 
May 11, drug court 
warrant arrest, held for 
court.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following 
misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors 
were heard in Dodge 
County District Court 
the week of May 3 – 10:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Claudia Arevalo Linares, 
26, Dodge Center, 
parking violation, $32; 
Chad M. Johnson, 47, 
Dodge Center, speeding, 
$140; Braeden C. 
Oelkers, 20, Hayfield, 
careless driving, $180.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Brekken J. Schlichting, 
17, West Concord, 
speeding, $140.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

David D. Charles, 40, 
Faribault, suspended 
license and speeding, 
$340; Whitney T. Floren, 
24, West Concord, stop 
sign, $130; Andrew C. 
Miller, 40, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $105; Xavier 
S. Ortiz Ruiz, 32, 
Rochester, speeding, 
$140; Abdulqadir A. 
Robley, 44, Rochester, 
no license, $180.

CRIME BRIEF
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Milkweed 
doesn’t have 
to be a weed

As somebody who 
likes insects, I’ve 
been monitoring my 
perennial pollina-
tor plants to make 
sure they made it 
through winter and 
will provide food for 
pollinator insects 
this year. I’ve been 
pleased to see that 
my bee balm, car-
dinal flowers, and 
asters are thriving. 
I’ve also found many 
small, new common 
milkweed (Asclepias 
syriaca) plants in 
my yard and garden. 
Common milkweed 
reproduces vigor-
ously; while garden-
ing and attempting 
some transplants, I 
found one tuberous 
rhizome (root) with 
eight milkweed 
plants coming up 
off of it. I knew 
that milkweed was 
prolific, but seeing 
so many plants off 
of one tuber was 
fascinating. Those 
things can really 
reproduce!

Actually, milk-
weed’s ability to 
spread so speedily is 
one reason it’s often 
considered a weed. 
But, I find it easier 
to tolerate their 
abundance knowing 
that some so-called 
weeds, like milk-
weed, are the main 
food source for some 
beneficial insects. 
This means that it 
is ultimately to our 
benefit to tolerate 
some of these aggres-
sively reproductive 
plants.

Monarch butter-
flies (Danaus plex-
ippus) will only lay 
their eggs on milk-
weed, and one other 
plant closely related 
to milkweed called 
smooth swallow-wort. 
Monarch caterpil-
lars can only eat 
milkweed and this 
one close relative. 
Milkweed is import-
ant to monarchs 
because monarch 
butterflies become 
toxic to predators by 
storing toxins from 
the milkweed plants 
that they ate during 
their caterpillar 

stage. These toxins 
can be distasteful 
and harmful to pred-
ators, meaning that 
eating milkweed has 
become an import-
ant defense mecha-
nism for monarchs.

Adult monarchs, 
the butterflies, 
consume nectar 
from a diversity of 
flowers, but again, 
the caterpillars can 

only eat milkweed. 
But monarchs aren’t 
the only insects for 
which milkweed is a 
useful food source. 
Many insect species 
consume nectar from 
milkweed’s flowers 
and some insects will 
eat other parts of the 
plant, too.

Although some 
milkweed species 
can inhabit dis-
turbed areas and 
spread quickly, 
which are common 
characteristics in 
many plants we con-
sider weeds, milk-
weeds are not listed 
as noxious weeds in 
any state or at the 
federal level. In fact, 
there are over 100 
species of milkweed, 
which are native to 
the United States. 
Legally, it’s okay to 
tolerate them on your 
property.

I do have some 
tips for slowing or 
mitigating their 
spread, should you 
wish to do so. You 
can pull off the seed 
pods before they 
turn brown, or mow 
unwanted plants. 
These methods will 
limit their spread via 
seed. You can sever a 
rhizome so that you 
have fewer plants 
coming off it, but you 
will continue to get 
new plants from that 
root in the future. 
Another option is to 
try to transplant the 
milk weed rhizomes 
to a place on your 
property where you 
wouldn’t mind them 
spreading.

Overall, if you 
can tolerate some 
milkweed in your 
yard, field, or garden, 
just know that you 
are helping feed our 
monarch caterpillars 
and some other in-
sect species as well.

Claire LaCanne 
is the agricultural 
extension educator 
for the University 
of Minnesota for 
Steele and Rice 
counties. Her 
column appears 
in this newspaper 
regularly.

Pair of FFA seniors say goodbye
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

The 2019-2020 school 
year will be one to 
remember.

And, especially it 
will be memorable for 
two Blooming Prairie 
High School seniors, 
who are members of the 
BP Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) chapter.

Kaiden Finley was 
this year’s FFA president.

He participated in 
many events throughout 
the years from ag me-
chanics to small engines.

Finley said that some 
of his highlights are 
meeting new people and 
seeing new places.

He is very passionate 
about agriculture. His fu-
ture plans are to contin-
ue in that industry with a 
deep commitment. Finley 
said that his advice to un-
derclassmen is to “never 
be afraid to do something 
or to try something.”

Cortney Espe is the 
other Blooming Prairie 

FFA chapter member 
who is a senior. She is sec-
retary of the local FFA.

She came to Bloom-
ing Prairie as a junior 
and was a part of FFA 
in her previous school 
at Southland.

Espe participated in 
a variety of events from 
horse judging to talent. 

She said her highlights 
in FFA are getting to 
experience going to 
state convention with 
her friends and being 
introduced into the 
world of agriculture.

Her future plans 
include attending South 
Dakota State University. 
She will be majoring in 
both art education and 
theatre. Espe’s advice to 
underclassmen is “try 
out one of the contests 
that you aren’t really 
interested in.”

“Thank you for all you 
have done for FFA, Kaid-
en and Cortney, you both 
will truly be missed,” 
remarked FFA advisor 
Bill Rinkenberger.

Gardening in a different world

Wow! Has our world 
changed. I received an 
email on March 12, 2020 
from the University of 
Minnesota Extension 
Dean, Bev Durgen, 
that said “all Extension 
sponsored face-to-face 
meetings, courses and 
events were to be can-
celed beginning Mon-
day, March 18 through 
March 31.”

We had a Master 
Gardener program at 
the Owatonna Public 
Library that evening, 
and we all asked our-
selves just what does 
that mean? It meant 
simply our events and 
meetings were to be put 
on hold until March 31. 
Since then it has been 
extended until June 30. 
I will speak to how it 
has changed our Master 
Gardener world, but 
4-H, the Agricultural 
programming and all 
the programming un-
der the umbrella of Uni-
versity Of Minnesota 
Extension has changed 
drastically.

Our monthly Master 
Gardener meeting was 
to be held that Monday 
night the 18th along 

with the sign up for the 
Community Garden. So 
the emails began to can-
cel those events. Then 
as the week progressed 
we were told to begin 
working remotely from 
home. That is doable, 
so I grabbed all the 
materials I was working 
on at the office to make 
the transition. Trying 
to think of anything I 
might need in the next 
couple of weeks to com-
plete my work.

Here we are two 
months later and still 
working from home 
and will continue to do 
so until June 30. Our 
events, face-to-face 
meetings and courses 
are still canceled. The 
University is looking 
out for not only our 
health and safety, but 
also the people that we 
serve. We want to be 
part of the solution to 
this pandemic, not part 
of the problem.

How has this 
changed the way we 
work? As master gar-
deners, we do a lot of 
face-to-face meetings 
and events with the peo-
ple we serve. Our Annu-
al Plant Sale canceled, 
speaking to a Ladies 
Luncheon at a church 
canceled, Christian 
Women’s Club speaking 
engagement canceled 
to name a few. So how 
have we changed our 
thinking to still serve 
our public.

We have a University 
of Minnesota Extension 
– Steele County Master 

Gardeners Facebook 
page. I have been doing 
short videos about 
things happening in my 
yard. Since we can’t vis-
it each other’s gardens, 
I am inviting all of you 
into my garden. I am 
sharing information 
about plants and what 
kinds I have that might 
be of interest to garden-
ers. I have had some 
great successes as well 
as some failures that I 
have pointed out. So I 
invite all of you to find 
our Facebook page, Like 
it, and begin to follow 
along with my garden 
tour.?There has been a 
lot of work done around 
educational videos 
from master gardeners 
around the state. They 
are all available for 
you to watch and learn. 
Some are available 
through the University 
of Minnesota Extension 
page. Also if you google, 
gardening videos, Uni-
versity of Minnesota, 
there are some of them 
on U-Tube. So there 
are lots of educational 
opportunities out there 
for you.

We have our Com-
munity Garden up and 
running. We as master 
gardeners sponsor this 
garden, and per Univer-
sity guidelines we phys-
ically can’t be involved 
in the garden, yet. But I 
have great volunteers, 
who have practiced 
social distancing, got 
the garden tilled, plotted 
out and ready to go. I 
greatly thank them for 

their help. Talk of Victo-
ry Gardens has been the 
buzz word this year, and 
I have had more people 
interested in gardening 
than ever before.

Gardening, for me, is 
therapy. With the stay-
at-home order, I have 
had my gardens to keep 
me sane. I have been 
able to get a huge jump 
start on my outside 
work this year, espe-
cially with some of the 
nice days we have had. 
I hope for the gardeners 
out there your gardens 
have been your comfort 
in these crazy times. I 
have been able to watch 
my perennial beds 
come alive this year, 
like never before.

Even though our 
office has been closed 
and we are working 
from home, we are still 
available to the people 
we serve. I can retrieve 
messages left for me at 
the office, remotely and 
I am always reachable 
by email. The office 
phone number is 507-
444-7687 and my email 
is brow3298@umn.edu. 
If you have any garden 
questions, please reach 
out to me and we will 
find the answers to your 
questions. Stay safe 
everyone as we return 
to our new normal.

Lorrie Rugg of 
Owatonna is the 
master gardener 
coordinator for Steele 
County. She writes a 
column for this news-
paper regularly.

BP approves remote control car track
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

A conditional use 
permit was approved by 
the Blooming Prairie 
City Council on May 11 
for a remote control car 
track at a location just 
east of Highway 218 at 
124 Mill Ave. S.

The council approved 
a six-month conditional 
use permit for a remote 
control car track. After 
six months, the permit 
will be reviewed before 
it is extended.

The vote was 4-1 with 
council members Mary 
Kittelson, Bill Newman, 
Tara Gimbel and Mayor 
Curt Esplan voting to 
approve the conditional 
use permit. Brad Clark 
cast the only “no” vote.

The race track will 
feature remote control 
cars on a race track. The 
request for a conditional 
use permit was made by 
Nathan Schumacher.

A public hearing 
was held with 24 letters 

received on the request 
for a conditional use 
permit. City adminis-
trator Andrew Lang-
holz said the race track 
vehicles are no wider 
than a bicycle and cre-
ate 83 decibels of noise.

The permit request 
was for seven onsite 
parking spots. Interim 
use was approved for 
six months. The parcel 
is zoned industrial.

Noise level for this 
track is said to be 83 
decibels. Lawn mowers 
are more at 96 decibels.

A petition in opposi-
tion was received from 
44 residents. Concern 
was expressed about 
extra noise and traffic.

Council member 
Clark, the lone dissent-
ing vote, said one item 
was not mentioned, 
dust.

Langholz said, typ-
ically, the use permits 
are issued for a year. 
This one is for six 
months. It expires in 
November.

“After that time, 
we should have a good 
idea how it is going,” 
said council member 
Newman. He said if the 
venture doesn’t work 
out, it’s only for six 
months.

The track will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays and from 12 
noon to 7 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays.

Other council 
business at Monday’s 
meeting included:

• In a COVID update, 
it was reported that 
the library is doing 
curbside pickup. Parks 
are open; they are not 
sanitized daily. Bath-
rooms remain closed 
until further noticed. 
Pavillions are not being 
rented.

• Liquor license fees 
were discussed. Mayor 
Esplan recommended li-
quor fees be cut in half.

• The Pine Springs 
swimming pool will be 
closed for the season. 

Most neighboring 
communities have 
closed their pools for 
the summer, according 
to Langholz.

• A third volleyball 
court has been added 
to the area just west of 
the hockey rink. Plans 
were to open the courts 
for league play on May 
28. League play may be 
suspended by Gov. Tim 
Walz, or could start at 
a later time. Council 
voted to table action on 
this matter.

• Tentative plans are 
for the Blooming Prai-
rie Education Founda-
tion to have its annual 
auction Saturday, June 
27 at Victory Field. Rain 
date would be June 28. 
State guidelines must 
be followed.

• City Attorney Jason 
Iacovino said court 
hearings will resume 
through ZOOM.

• A second interview 
is planned with finalists 
for a permanent part-
time police position.

Pavement marking begins on Oak Avenue
Work to reconfigure 

traffic lanes and pave-
ment markings on Oak 
Avenue from Coolidge 
Street to Rose Street in 
Owatonna has resumed 
after being interrupted 
by winter weather.

The road will be 
open to traffic, but there 
will be lane closures. 

Crews will reconfigure 
the traffic lanes from 
two lanes of traffic in 
each direction to one 
lane in each direction 
and a left turn lane in 
the center. Removal of 
the existing markings 
and painting the new 
markings is expected to 
last about a week.

Reconfiguring the 
traffic lanes is expected 
to improve pedestrian 
safety, reduce crashes 
and improve traffic flow.

All dates are sub-
ject to change due to 
weather or other factors. 
Steele County officials 
advise motorists to drive 
with caution and slow 

down through work 
zones for their safety 
and for the safety of the 
construction crews.

For updates on this or 
other Steele County High-
way construction projects, 
visit: www.co.steele.
mn.us/divisions/pub-
lic_works/transportation/
construction_projects.php.

Loken Excavation & Drainage 
your DRAINAGE PROJECT partner

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products • Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects • Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

550077--445511--22887733

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

On The Farm 
CLAIRE LACANNE

KAIDEN FINLEY CORTNEY ESPE

Mastering 
Gardening 
LORRIE RUGG 
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PARKS AND
RECREATION

OWATONNA 

Calendar of Events
Parks and Recreation Contact Information

Office & Cancellation Line: 507-444-4321  Tennis & Fitness Center: 507-444-4290
Fax: 507-444-4299 West Hills Social Commons: 507-444-4280
Facebook: Owatonna Parks and Recreation Brooktree Clubhouse: 507-444-2467
Email Address: parkrec@ci.owatonna.mn.us
River Springs Water Park: 507-774-7370  Park Maintenance: 507-774-7086

OUR MISSION:
The city of Owatonna Parks and Recreation Department provides a diverse system of green spaces, trails, facilities, programs and services to 
enhance the quality of life for the community. 

Being physically active on a regular basis improves sleep, relieves symptoms 
of depression and anxiety, and improves mood.  Owatonna has over 12 miles 

of paved trails, making it easy to get in regular physical activity.  Make biking, 
walking or running on the Owatonna trails part of your daily routine and 

experience the benefits of regular physical activity.

THANK YOU PARK BOARD MEMBERS! Greg Posch, Angie Malo, Greg Louis, Nicholas Elsner, Jonathan Thiel, David Christianson, & Andi Arnold.

Since many of our programs and events have been cancelled or postponed, we wanted to provide you with resources to make your time at home as 

fun, healthy and enriching as possible. Below you’ll find activities, contests and resources to help keep you and your kids active, engaged and having 

fun!  Check our website and Facebook for updated information. 

Stronger Together 50K Virtual Competition - Let’s JUMPSTART Owatonna and get fit!  
• Any age and location can compete. (If you don’t live in Owatonna, don’t worry, we will ship your medal).
A $5 shipping fee is required if you’d like your medal shipped.
• You can do any workout or activity you want at your own pace.
• Sign up to participate on the Park & Rec website and to receive your commemorative medal between
May 18th and May 31st. Once you sign up, you can begin logging your activity.
• $15 per person
• Track your mileage/minutes of activity from the time you sign up through June 30
• Submit your log to oacct@owatonna.org by July 10
• Earn a STRONGER TOGETHER Medal
• Who does this benefit?  Proceeds from this competition will go to Jumpstart Owatonna. Your donation
will help stabilize Owatonna’s small business owners facing significant financial challenges and help
bridge the gap for small local business facing economic hardship as a result of this pandemic

Park Passport 
• Signs will be up for 4 weeks at 10 different parks and trails beginning May 20.
• Get your passport and trail maps on the Park & Rec website.
• Visit the parks listed and find the hidden password.  Parks will have a small sign mounted to a post along
the trail.  The signs are approximately 2’-4’ from the ground.  Each sign has a word on the back.  All signs
will be up from May 20 through June 17.
• Reveal the phrase!  Write the hidden password for each park/trail in the appropriate box to reveal the
message.  Submit your completed passport by June 19.

Owatonna Fish Tales:  Fish the waters of Lake Kohlmier and Lake Chase through May 31 and share your catch for a chance to win a $10 
Caleba’s gift card.  Email your photo to Maryjo.Knudson@ci.owatonna.mn.us

COVID-19 Crazy Hair Contest:  Show us your COVID-19 crazy hair for a chance to win a free mini photography session from Lauren 
Everhard Photography and a $25 gift certificate from Bella Vita Salon!  Contest will start May 25th and go through June 8th, the winner 
will be voted on through Facebook.  Simply post your crazy hair photo on our Facebook page or email it to: 
jessica.abrahams@ci.owatonna.mn.us.  Check our Facebook page for more details.

West Hills Social Commons:  West Hills Social Commons is offering many virtual activities such as BINGO, poker, cribbage and more to 
keep you engaged and active. Visit their Facebook page for current activities.
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Cancellations and Closings Updates:
The following are our most current closings and cancellations.  To stay updated on our closings and cancellations, and for 
program cancellations and/or postponements, visit the Cancellations & Closings page on our 
website (http://www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/291/Cancellations-Closings) and like us on Facebook.  Please note, this article is as of 
May 14, 2020. These are subject to change at any time and without notice.

• Brooktree Golf Course – open.  See below for COVID-19 protocols.
• City Parks – open.  Playgrounds, tennis and pickleball courts are open.�

Practice physical distancing. No groups.
• City Trails – open.  Practice physical distancing.
• Dog Park – open.  Practice physical distancing.
• Archery Park – open.  Practice physical distancing.
• Parks & Recreation Offices – closed until further notice.
• West Hills Social Commons – closed until further notice.
• West Hills Tennis & Fitness Center – closed until further notice.
• All programming is suspended through May 31.

Brooktree Golf Course COVID-19 Guidelines:
• Tee times and registration will be done by phone and/or online.  Credit Card will be the only method of payment at this time.  The�
Proshop number is 507-774-7123.   Tee times can be made on our website:  brooktreegolfcourse.com. Individual players and twosomes will�
need to call the proshop to make a tee time.  As there will be fewer tee times available, players may get paired, depending on the amount�
of play that day.  Players must have a tee time to play.  There will be no walk-in tee times.
• The Clubhouse is closed.  Food and Beverage will be available for pick up by calling:  507-774-7130. No outside food or beverage will be�
allowed.  No coolers will be available or allowed on the course.   The only restroom facilities available will be the portable bathrooms.
• Carts: One golfer per cart, unless the players are from the same household.  Carts will be sanitized after each use.  There will be�
sanitizing wipes available to players who want extra care in sanitizing the carts.
• Touchpoints: On-Course touchpoints will be eliminated as much as possible, this includes rakes, ball washers, scorecards, pencils, water�
coolers, towels and seed bottles.
• Cups will be modified to restrict golf balls from going fully into the hole.  Do not remove flagsticks.  Leave the pin in at all times, if your�
ball crosses the cup or hits flagstick it’s considered holed, if it stops within 3 feet.  Gimmies are encouraged.
• Bunkers will be considered ground under repair. Play as it lies or without penalty drop the ball outside the bunker without penalty.
• Golfers will be responsible for their own trash. Receptacles will be placed throughout the course and by the clubhouse.  Please help�
keep everyone safe and dispose of your own trash.
• Social distancing guidelines must be followed at all times. Intentional and deliberate failure to abide by these rules will be subject to�
expulsion from the grounds without a refund.expulsion from the grounds without a refund.

• City Parks – open.  Playgrounds, tennis and pickleball courts are open. 

1150 Hoffman Dr., Owatonna • 507-446-9218
Service Center • 507-774-9533

www.cartimeofowatonna.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. | Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
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Kicked to the curb at Berne Pizza
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

It’s not exactly what 
organizers envisioned 
for the summer, but 
Berne Pizza has been 
kicked to the curb, at 
least for June, thanks 
to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The annual sum-
mer pizza and music 
series will go on next 
month, but with some 
major changes. Berne 
Wood-Fired Pizza will 
go curbside beginning 
Wednesday, June 
3. Each Wednesday 
throughout June, Berne 
will offer pizzas by 
curbside pick-up from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., which 
are reduced hours.

Members of the 
Zwingli United Church 
of Christ at Berne host 
the event along with 
help from hundreds of 
volunteers throughout 
the area.

According to coor-
dinator Angela Organ, 
the process will be 
simple and safe. Pizza 
lovers will be able to 
drive up and order 

from their car. They 
will then be able to 
pick up pizza on a table 
while safely social dis-
tancing and drop $20 in 
a payment box.

“This is really safe 
with no contact and no 
exchange of money,” 
Organ said of this 
year’s new twist. “We 
hope people will find it 
enjoyable.”

Organ said they 
came up with this idea 
after their Facebook 
page became flooded 
with people hoping 
the summer tradition 
would continue. “Peo-
ple now more than ever 
are looking forward 
to some normalcy 
and escape from their 
homes,” she said.

Once pizza has been 
picked up, people will 
have the opportunity 
to listen to music from 
the comfort of their 
vehicle. Musicians 
are still scheduled to 
perform every week 
just as they have in 
previous years. “And 
they will provide the 
summer pick-me-up we 
all crave,” Organ said.

The entire concept, 
Organ said, is still in 
the developing stages. 
The group is looking 
into options where 
people would be able to 
“listen from a distance” 
to the concert perform-
ers. At this time, she 
is unsure whether the 
musicians will perform 
from the main stage or 
a portable stage that 
would be moved closer 
to the parking lot.

She indicated the 
group’s more than 800 
volunteers expressed 
disappointment to 
deviate from what has 
worked well in the 
past, but they under-
stand the current 
situation. “It’s always 
disheartening to let 
parts of this go,” she 
said. “We are looking 
at several options that 
we can provide a fun 
summer night.”

There will be only 
one pizza offered each 
week, Organ said. The 
June Curbside-to-Go 
specials include meat 
lovers on June 3 and 17 
and bacon cheeseburger 
on June 10 and 24. There 

will be no desserts or 
beverages for sale and 
no trash cans or bath-
rooms will be available.

Performers in June 
will be Ray Coudret 
from Fred the Bear on 
June 3, Dino & Vino on 
June 10, Scott Jasmin 
on June 17 and Nathan 
Davidson on June 24.

Organ said she 
doesn’t know for sure 
how this will work, but 
she remains hopeful.

“Everyone’s safety is 
our priority,” she said.

Organ said no de-
cision has been made 
beyond June. However, 
she said it’s unlikely 
that the event will be 
taking place like it has 
in past years for the 
rest of this summer.

Berne Pizza has been 
a staple of Wednesday 
nights for 12 weeks 
throughout the summer 
months for nine years. 
Berne makes hundreds 
of pizzas during each 
event with two wood-
fired grills. Proceeds 
from the popular event 
are donated to nonprofit 
groups throughout the 
region.

Area communities remember Memorial Day 
despite COVID-19

Blooming Prairie 
ceremonies to be abbre-
viated

An abbreviated Me-
morial Day service is 
planned at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Cemetery 

on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 25.

Ceremonies will be 
cut back from the norm, 
said representatives of 
American Legion Post 
52 and Auxiliary; VFW 

Post 878 and Auxil-
iary and the Sons of 
the American Legion 
Squadron 52.

Representatives of 
all five service groups 
will participate in an 
abbreviated ceremony 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Cemetery.

Flags will be put up 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Cemetery where a 
small ceremony begins 
at 11 a.m. A color guard 
and rifle squad will par-
ticipate. The chaplain 
will offer a prayer.

American Legion 
Commander Bruce 
Kubicek will also 
say a prayer. Those 
attending the service 
must maintain social 
distance, he said.

Ellendale Honor 
Guard to visit ceme-
teries

Ellendale American 
Legion Post 296, VFW 
Post 8941 will lead 
cemetery ceremonies 
on Memorial Day.

American Legion 
Post 296 and VFW 

Post 8941 of Ellendale 
will lead area cemetery 
ceremonies on May 25.

Legionnaire Roger 
Shaunce is in charge of 
the ceremonies, which 
will include rifle squad 
firing and playing of 
Taps. There will be no 
speakers or program.

The Ellendale Honor 
Guard will visit the 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church Cemetery at 
Litomysl at 8:15 a.m.

Next, the Ellendale 
Honor Guard will visit 
St. Ansgar’s Cemetery on 
Highway 30 at 8:45 a.m.

Third stop will be at 
9:15 a.m. at the Geneva 
Community Cemetery.

From Geneva, the 
Honor Guard goes to St. 
Aiden’s Catholic Ceme-
tery at Bath at 9:45 a.m.

Next stop for the 
American Legion 296 
Honor Guard will be 
at 10:15 in Ellendale at 
the Ellendale Lutheran 
Church Cemetery.

Final stop will be the 
Berlin Cemetery, north 
of Ellendale, at 10:45 a.m.

DNR stocks more 
trout in Austin

With one more round 
of fish, Austin’s Todd 
Park now has received 
900 rainbow trout since 
mid-April for local an-
glers to seek in the cold 
waters of Wolf Creek.

A Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es crew stocked Wolf 
Creek with 300 rainbow 
trout in several areas 
within Todd Park, the 
largest park in Austin.

Although initially 
expected this year to 
get up to 600 rainbow 
trout overall, Wolf was 
stocked with a total of 
900 rainbows transport-
ed from the Lanesboro 
State Fish Hatchery and 
stocked in Austin by the 
DNR’s fisheries division 
out of Waterville.

“Anglers can anticipate 
a similar opportunity at 
Wolf Creek next year,” 
said Craig Soupir, the 
DNR’s Waterville area 
fisheries supervisor. 
“Rainbow trout destined 
for Wolf Creek already are 
in the production schedule 
at Lanesboro, with plans 
in place for stocking Wolf 
during spring 2021.”

Minnesota’s catch-
and-take trout opener 
April 18 launched the 
new angling opportunity 
at Todd Park, which pre-
viously was stocked with 
young trout by the DNR 
more than 30 years ago 
but was stopped in the 
late 1980s due to predator 
fish, such as bass and 
northern pike, thwarting 
those efforts.

Rainbow trout stocked 
this spring are a “catch-
able” size, making them 
great for the DNR’s 
goal of a “put-and-take” 
fishery in Wolf Creek 
and keeping the trout too 
large for predator fish. 
DNR wants anglers to 
catch and take or harvest 
trout caught in Wolf, a 
Cedar River tributary 
that flows through the 
nearly 150-acre Todd 
Park in northeast Austin.

Trout stocking in Wolf 
– the only waterway in 
Mower County stocked 
by the DNR for trout – is 
the result of a proposal 
made to the DNR by 
Cedar River Watershed 

District technician 
James Fett, who collect-
ed water-temperature 
data in 2017 and 2018 at 
an unshaded part of the 
creek in Todd Park. Fett 
also believed the creek 
could host trout given the 
springs in its watershed, 
large amount of woods 
and increasing acres of 
conservation land.

In August 2019, Fett 
and Soupir joined Austin 
Mayor Tom Stiehm at 
Todd Park to announce 
the new trout partner-
ship. Fett and the DNR 
staff also surveyed the 
creek for habitat and 
existing fish population 
to ensure it would be 
suitable for trout.

Wolf Creek’s water 
temperatures through 
Todd Park are conducive 
to trout in large part 
thanks to an artesian 
well – the pond in the 
park – that feeds the 
stream. Even on the 
warmest days of the 
year, the creek’s tem-
perature rarely exceeds 
65 degrees, resulting in 
a suitable, low-stress 
environment for trout.

Trout anglers – in ad-
dition to the state’s yearly 
angling license ($25) – 
need to purchase a trout 
stamp ($10). Minnesota’s 
trout season opened April 
18 and runs through Sept. 
14. The catch-and-release 
season runs Sept. 15 
through Oct. 15.

Given the COVID-19 
pandemic, Minnesotans 
are advised to recreate 
close to home and follow 
the social-distancing 
practice of staying at 
least 6 feet from oth-
ers. Todd Park offers 
nearly 9,000 feet of public 
shoreline on Wolf Creek 
for trout anglers, helping 
with social distancing.

CRWD and the DNR 
want to see how people 
are using the new trout 
fishery in Wolf Creek. 
Anglers are encouraged 
to share photos from their 
fishing experiences at 
Todd Park this year by 
emailing images to tim@
mowerdistrict.org or post-
ing on CRWD’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/cedarriverwd.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Austin ArtWorks to honor 
area graduates with festival

Austin ArtWorks Fes-
tival is focusing on using 
the arts to boost com-
munity spirit in a year 
when a large community 
gathering is not possible.

From May 19 to May 
29, the Austin ArtWorks 
(Graduation) Festival will 
honor the class of 2020 
with two activities: Chalk 
the Walk and Lighting Up 
the Marquee.

The public is invited 
to come downtown Aus-
tin and create a side-
walk chalk message for 
seniors on 4th Avenue or 
Main Street. The Austin 

ArtWorks (Graduation) 
Festival has commis-
sioned a local artist to 
create some inspiring 
panels. Seniors are invit-
ed to stroll (with appro-
priate social distance) 
and read the messages 
any time.

High school seniors 
are invited to make an 
appointment to have 
their name put on the 
Paramount marquee for 
a one-of-a-kind photo 
opportunity. This year’s 
2020 graduates will be 
the only class to get 
this opportunity since 
the Paramount is dark 
during the COVID-19 
health crisis, freeing up 
the marquee for messag-
es. Appointments are 
free but must be reserved 
online at austinareaarts.
org. To date, over 60 
area graduates have 
registered for appoint-
ments from Austin High 
School, Pacelli Catholic 
Schools, Southland High 
School, Lyle High School, 
Blooming Prairie High 
School and the Universi-
ty of Minnesota.

The Austin ArtWorks 
Festival committee will 
announce more arts 
activities for the summer 
months as well.?
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Maddie Broten Anderson

MAY 26

Alyssa Ressler

Sean Ingvalson

Connie Williamson

Josh Dahl

Justin Kormann

MAY 27

Darrick Schewe

Mary Malherek

Amy Simon

Jenny Haugen

MAY 21

Rick & Cheri Krejci

Fran & Cheryl Coughlin

Emma & Stephen Basness

MAY 22

Per & Andrea Kvalsten

Sheryl & Chris Mans

MAY 23

Greg & Laura Thomas

MAY 24

Paul & Jackie Smith

Val & Ashley Garcia

Clarence & Diana Boyd

MAY 25

Mr. and Mrs. L. Dean Christianson

MAY 26

Steve & Nellie Wollenburg

Sarah & Adam Bumgarner

Sponsored by:

Answers
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
A Minnesota DNR crew member stocks rainbow trout 
Wednesday morning in Todd Park's spring-fed pond 
that feeds cold water into the adjacent Wolf Creek. The 
trout were among 300 overall placed Wednesday in the 
northeast Austin creek and 900 total since mid-April.
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NOTICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL  
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.  
74-PR-20-646

Estate of Lowell  
G. Schultz, Decedent

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an 
application for informal 
probate of the Decedent’s 
Will, dated September 4, 
2007, and (“Will”), has 
been filed with the Reg-
istrar. The application has 
been granted.

Notice is also given 
that the Registrar has in-
formally appointed Low-
ell G. Schultz, Jr., whose 
address is 1360 Ridge 
Road, Owatonna, Minne-
sota, 55060, as personal 
representatives of the 
Estate of the Decedent. 
Any heir, devisee or oth-
er interested person may 
be entitled to appoint-
ment as personal repre-
sentative or may object 
to the appointment of 
the personal represen-
tative. Unless objections 
are filed with the Court 
(pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court oth-
erwise orders, the per-
sonal representative has 
full power to administer 
the Estate, including, af-
ter 30 days from the date 
of issuance of letters, the 
power to see, encumber, 
lease or distribute real 
estate.

Any objections to the 
probate of the Will or ap-
pointment of the Person-
al Representatives must 
be filed with this Court 
and will be heard by the 
Court after the filing of an 
appropriate petition and 
proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given 
that (subject to Minne-
sota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against 
the Estate are required 
to present the claims to 
the personal represen-
tative or to the Court 
Administrator within four 
months after the date of 

this Notice or the claims 
will be barred.

Dated: May 4, 2020
/s/ Tammy L. Merchlewitz

Deputy Registrar

Dated: May 4, 2020
/s/ Robin Hoesley

Court Administrator

Attorney for Personal  
Representative
Daniel L. Kolker
Peterson, Kolker,  
Haedt & Benda, Ltd.
211 S. Newton Avenue
Albert Lea, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 
0310049
Telephone: (507) 373-
6491
FAX: (507) 373-7863
Email: dkolker 
@abertlealaw.com

5/13, 5/20

NOTICE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: May 13, 2020

YOU ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

1. Default has occurred 
in the conditions of that 
certain Mortgage and 
Security Agreement 
and Fixture Financing 
Statement dated June 
26, 2007, executed by 
Owatonna Hospitality 
LLC, a Minnesota limit-
ed liability company, to 
Minnwest Bank, M.V., 
a Minnesota banking 
corporation, now known 
as Minnwest Bank, and 
filed for record on July 
12, 2007, as Document 
No. A000350967, in the 
Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele County, 
Minnesota, and as there-
after modified.

2. The original princi-
pal amount secured 
by the Mortgage was 
$6,000,000.00.

3. No action or proceed-
ing at law is now pending 
to recover the debt se-
cured by the Mortgage, or 
any part thereof.

4. The holder of the 
Mortgage has complied 
with all conditions prec-
edent to acceleration of 
the debt secured by the 
Mortgage and foreclo-
sure of the Mortgage, 
and all notice and other 

requirements of applica-
ble statutes.

5. At the date of this no-
tice the amount due on 
the Mortgage, and tax-
es, if any, paid by the 
holder of the Mortgage 
is the following sum: 
$2,936,327.41.

6. Pursuant to the power 
of sale in the Mortgage, 
the Mortgage will be fore-
closed, on the land de-
scribed as follows:

Lot 2, Block 1, Three 
Corners Addition No. 
2, Steele County, Min-
nesota.

Street Address: 2365 
Northwest 43rd Street, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
PIN 17-509-0102

together with all fixtures, 
equipment, machinery, and 
personal property of any 
kind which is located at or 
necessary to the use of the 
foregoing real estate;

all of which real estate 
and personal property 
will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minne-
sota, at public auction on 
July 15, 2020, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m. at the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
204 Pearl Street, Owa-
tonna, Minnesota 55060.

7. The time allowed by 
law for redemption by 
the Mortgagor, or the 
Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or as-

signs, is twelve (12) 
months after the date of 
sale.

Mortgagee:
By Scott T. Larison

Attorney for Mortgagee
Lathrop GPM LLP

1010 West St. Germain, 
Suite 500

St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414

5/20

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!
Contact the Steele 

County Times Today!

507-583-4431

CLUES ACROSS
1. Holds candles

7. In possession of
10. Rodents
12. Type of cofactor (Brit.
sp.)
13. Hard candy on a stick
14. Animal of the weasel
family
15. Things that should not
be overlooked
16. “Silence” author
17. Dried, split lentils
18. People native to Ghana
19. Barros and Gasteyer are
two
21. British thermal unit
22. Large oblong hall
27. Ethnic group in Asia
28. Holiday decoration
33. Milliliter
34. Open
36. Health physics concept
(abbr.)
37. Tantric meditation
38. Where golf games begin
39. Birth swine
40. Rip
41. Remove
44. Puts together in time
45. Rotary engines
48. Skeletal structure
49. Member of a labor

organization
50. Japanese classical
theater
51. Undergarments

CLUES DOWN
1. “Snake Tales” cartoonist

2. Religious group
3. Singer Redding
4. __ and tuck
5. Head honcho
6. Second sight
7. Composer
8. About aviation

9. Senior officer
10. Forecasts weather
11. Seasoned Hungarian
soup
12. Town in Hesse, Germany
14. Thought to derive from
meteorites
17. Hit lightly
18. Seemingly bottomless
chasm
20. Title of respect
23. Warms up
24. Man and Wight are two
25. Type of scan
26. Atomic mass unit
29. Article
30. Incriminate
31. Passes by
32. Most nerve-inducing
35. David Alan Grier sitcom
36. Achieve
38. Freshwater fish
40. Beginner
41. Dark brown or black
42. A newlywed wears one
43. DiFranco and Vardanyan
are two
44. Diego, Francisco, An-
selmo
45. Ancient Egyptian King
46. Old name (abbr.)
47. Brazilian city (slang)

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

Crossword solution
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VICTIM
SERVICES

A  service of DFO 
Community Corrections

Sexual Assault Program
& Victim Witness 

Assistance Program
Advocacy, information and 

assistance for victim/survivors 
of sexual assault and other 

crimes. Community and 
professional education and 
consultation. All services 

Located in Courthouse, 
Mantorville

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
635-6266

or call collect 24 hours
289-0636

)&-1
/FFE�TPNFPOF
UP�QMPX�
HBSEFO�QMPU�
UIBU�IBT�
OPU�CFFO�
VTFE�GPS�
B�GFX�ZFBST��

/FFE�TPNFPOF
UP�QMPX�
HBSEFO�QMPU�
UIBU�IBT�
OPU�CFFO�
VTFE�GPS�
B�GFX�ZFBST��

-PDBUFE�KVTU�PVU�PG�
DJUZ�MJNJUT�/&�PG�%PEHF�$FOUFS��
1MFBTF�DBMM�	���
���������

Lawn
Care

$25 Residential Mowing
Haven Senjem

507-319-3087

SELLING SOMETHING ON WHEELS?

Place your ad and reach over 
20,000 households in Steele, Dodge, 
Olmsted, Mower and Freeborn counties. 

&ODVVLÀHG�DG�ZLWK�SKRWR�UXQV�WLOO�LW�VHOOV�LQ�IRXU�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DQG�FRYHUV����FRPPXQLWLHV��
<RX�PD\�FDQFHO�\RXU�DGYHUWLVHPHQW�ZKHQ�\RXU�LWHP�VHOOV��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�QR�UHIXQGV�
IRU�WKLV�VSHFLDO��Call: 507-634-7503 or email: dci@kmtel.com and place your ad 
today. Must be prepaid prior to ad running.

SELL IT HERE!

ONLY $39
With photo TILL IT SELLS

DODGE COUNTY

Up to 30 words

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Over 25,000 in households �������6HUYLQJ�6WHHOH��0RZHU��)UHHERUQ��'RGJH��DQG�2OPVWHG�&RXQWLHV� ���
CLASSIFIEDS

       www.steeledodgenews.com  

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer, and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32�
BUY TWO WEEKS, 

GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

CALEB’S PET SITTING,
Cats and Dogs, please call 
me at 507-634-7907. 33tfc

SAMANTHA UPHAM’S 
BABYSITTING/NANNY
services I’m a 15-year-
old honors student enter-
ing my sophomore year 
at Kasson High School. 
I have babysitting expe-
rience and have been 
through a class speci¿ c for 
caring for young children. I 
am best suited to care for 
toddlers through young 
teens. Available 7 days a 
week and can be very À ex-
ible with times. I will en-
sure a summer full of fun! 
(references upon request) 
507-358-3415 27tfn

NICK’S LAWN MOW-
ING SERVICE. 50% off 
¿ rst mowing with a con-
tract for 1 year. Weekly 
or vacation, residential or 
commercial, yard clean-
up, mowing and trimming, 
satisfaction guaranteed. 
10 years of experience. 
FREE estimates. Please 
call 507-696-3849 and 
leave a message. TFNpd

BRIANNA’S LAWN 
CARE SERVICES. Mow-
ing, trimming, complete 
yard cleanup. Weekly or 
on call. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. FREE estimates. 
Call 507-421-7945. TFNpd

HELP 
WANTED

SALES PERSON WITH 
ABILITY to work with 
area business in devel-
oping a marketing/adver-
tising plan that will build 
the client’s business. Ex-
perience preferred, but 
not necessary. Will train. 
Base-plus commission. 
Apply by sending your 
résumé and three refer-
ences to: keithhdci@km-
tel.com. No phone calls 
please.

FOR SALE

AGED HORSE MANURE 
for the garden connois-
seur. Courtesy of Lady 
Maggie. Call Madeline to 
place your spring order. 
$4 for 5-gallon bucket or 
$9 for a 13-gallon bag.  
Customers must provide 
bucket or bags. Cal 507-
634-6293. TFN/NC

JOHN DEEERE LX277 
riding lawn mower. Extra 
blades, trailer hitche, ex-
cellent condition. $1550. 
Cash only. If interested 
call 507-634-4810 4/30T3pd 

16-FOOT GOLDEN 
HAWK CANOE Excellent 
condition. Asking $750. 
Please call 951-0346. 5/7T3pd

4 BICYCLES. All in good 
condition. LANDRIDER, 
10-speed, auto shift, 
26-inch step thru frame. 
$100. MONTAGUEX, 
26-inch, collapsible, 18 
speed. $150. SCHWINN 
MIRADA, step thru frame. 
15 speed, 26-inch. $75. 
ELECTRA TOWNIE, 20-
inch. $100. If interested 
call 507-421-2833 5/21T3pd

Follow the 
Dodge County 
Independent 
on facebook 
and be the 
first to know 
what’s going 
on in Dodge!

DODGE COUNTY

BARGAIN 
FINDERS

INTERLOCK bullet edg-
er. 8 cm, red/charcoal. 59 
count. $10. 635-5511 5/7T4pd

OLD PLAT BOOK AT-
LAS 1928 Olmsted, 1912 
Freeborn, 1927 Faribault. 
Also, Old World Census 
Atlas. 1940, 1911, and 
1887. All in good condi-
tion. $75-150 OBO. Call 
507-450-5395. 5/7T4pd 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Apply on Indeed or
800 5th Ave. NW, 
Kasson, MN - EOE

Resident Assistant
O��FT & PT 10 p.m. - 6 a.m. 
O��FT & PT 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Cook
O��PT 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

GOT NEWS? // 

EDITORDCI@KMTEL.COM

has the following teaching positions  

available for the 2020-21 school year: 

• MS Special Education Teacher
• ES Teacher

Please complete an application on-line at 

www.komets.k12.mn.us and include a  

resume, application letter, transcripts and  

3 reference letters.

KASSON-MANTORVILLE SCHOOLS

5/21

MISCELLANEOUSSTATEWIDE ADVERTISING WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: ALL 1970S 
MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Prices 
will fall soon. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

NEED SOME CASH! 
Sell us your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds.  BBB A plus 
rated www.GetGoldGeek.com/mnna
Request your 100 percent free, no 
risk, no strings attached appraisal kit. 
Call  Gold Geek today: 844/467-0301 

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
For 190 channels! Add high speed 
internet for only $19.95/month. Call 
today for $100 gift card! Best value 
& technology. Free installation. Call 
855/562-4309 (some restrictions apply)

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

MOBILEHELP 
America’s premier mobile medical 
alert system. Whether you’re home 
or away. For safety and peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free
brochure! Call today! 855/610-5151

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

ENJOY 100% PERFECTLY TENDER
and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus 
get 4 free burgers. Order the Butcher’s 
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
mention code: 61086TVG or visit 
www.omahas teaks .com/dinner397

DIRECTV SWITCH & SAVE!
$39.99/month. Select all-included pack-
age. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/mov-
ies on demand. Free Genie HD DVR 
upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

CONSUMER BANKER

5/21

(Job ID #6129) Bremer Bank is seeking a full-time Con-
sumer Banker to join our team at the Kasson branch 
location.  Manage a consumer banking portfolio to en-
sure the delivery of exceptional client service and the 
achievement of benchmark standards and individual 
performance objectives, while minimizing credit risk ex-
posure.  Support clients’ banking needs by completing 
a variety of teller transactions in compliance with all ap-
plicable standards, policies, procedures and regulatory 
requirements, ensuring client service standards and 
DSSURSULDWH�VWDI¿QJ� OHYHOV�DUH�DFKLHYHG�� �.H\�UHVSRQ-
sibilities include promoting and cross-selling consumer 
banking products and services in compliance with all 
applicable standards, policies, procedures and regu-
latory requirements, and identifying referral opportu-
nities to business partners.  The Consumer Banker 3 
is responsible for completing loan transactions, which 
requires successful registration with NMLS.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Combination of education and experience generally 
acquired through the attainment of a High School Di-
ploma or GED and 3 + years relevant experience or 
related banking experience.  Experience in sales or 
promotion of products and services is preferred.  Ability 
to demonstrate and consistently model Bremer values, 
Bremer Leadership Competencies and foster an inclu-
sive work environment.  Must be eligible to hold NMLS 
credentials; must complete all required training in order 
to apply for NMLS credentials. 

,QWHUHVWHG�DQG�TXDOL¿HG�DSSOLFDQWV�PD\�DSSO\�E\� 
completing an online employment application at  

www.Bremer.com.  

Bremer is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer  
M/F/Disability/Veteran

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

5/21, 28

Mahindra Finance USA will offer the following 

repossessed equipment for sale to the high-

EST�BIDDER�FOR�CERTIkED�FUNDS��PLUS�APPLICABLE�
sales tax. 

Equipment MAD 2555H C CAB TRACTOR 
S/N 55HCL01242 

MAD 2555CL LOADER
S/N 55CLL00168

Date of 
sale

06/03/2020

Time of 
Sale

11:00 A.M.

Place of 
Sale

Minn Ag Group 
601 8th St. SE
KASSON, MN 55944

Equipment can be inspected at place of sale. 

The equipment will be sold AS IS, without 
warranty. Final sale of equipment will be con-

tingent upon winning bidder meeting all ap-

plicable federal and state regulatory require-

ments. We reserve the right to bid.  

For further information please contact  
Steve Jaeger (612) 801-3366 
Reference Number: 2054776.

TRITON  
PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

 

5/21

will be hiring an  

BILINGUAL PARAPROFESSIONAL.
All postings and applications for  

Triton Public Schools can be found at:  

www.triton.k12.mn.us
UNDER�THE�$ISTRICT�/FkCE�MENU��� 

EOE

TRITON  
PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

 

5/21

will be hiring an  

Elementary Music Teacher.   
All postings and applications for  

Triton Public Schools can be found at: 

www.triton.k12.mn.us
UNDER�THE�$ISTRICT�/FkCE�MENU���

EOE

TRITON  
PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

 

5/21

will be hiring an  

Industrial Technology or Agriculture Teacher.  
All postings and applications for  

Triton Public Schools can be found at:  

www.triton.k12.mn.us
UNDER�THE�$ISTRICT�/FkCE�MENU��� 

EOE
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LET US NOT FORGET
MEMORIAL DAY 
Honoring all who served 
our great country!

Here is a list of deceased veterans as provided 
by the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club: 

Neil Zwiener

Donald Peterson

Denis Sime

Otto T. Lund

M. John Christensen

Terry Wold

Rayfield Phillips

Harold Hanson

Manley Westing

Marlyn Dodge

Clair Johnson 

Gordon Trom

Marvin Pfeiffer

Frank Betlach

Franklin Burke

Robert Oswald

Robert Rasmussen

Howard Lysne

Richard Trom

Lowell Ingvalson

Ronald Underwood

John Smith

Carl Fiebiger

Allen Peterson

Edgar Bock

Harold Miller

Orville Williamson

Darrell Rasmussen

Richard Peterson

Jerry Peterson

Howard Butler

John Cashman

Mark Coughlin

Kenneth Lysne

Nathan Christenson

Francis Marchwicki

Robert Dandelet

Gordeon “Spencer” 

Lindquist

Ralph Trom

Ralph Berg

John Haubenschild

Lynwood Ditlevson

Ray Bass

Everett Carlsen

Harrison Oswald Jr.

Merlin Madsen

Helmer Peterson

Raynold Knudtson

Robert Hunter

Edward Habberstad

Arnold Hanson

Vyrle Krejci

Helen Lee (Gold Star 

Mother)

Hubert Swenson

Kenneth Lea

Joseph Wacek Sr.

Rev. Ernest Johnson

Donald Nordine

Ronald Anderson

Warren Iversen

Victor Jirele

Harvey Ille

Edward Possin

Donald Kaplan

Lyle Hanson

Roger “Nip” Peterson

Edward Walsh

Lloyd Schoer

Leslie Hoffman

Duane LaMaack

Gale Leek

Harris Peterson

Keith Colee

Ralph Stoen

Donald “Red” Trom

George Tonolli

Arden Wold

James Thom

Al Jorde

Milton Kaplan

Dale Njos

Dean Johnson

Lyle Jensen

Richard Ilk

Robert LeBeau

Raymond Wencl

Lawrence Lysne

Obert Christiansen

Harlan Kittelson

George Davis

Arthur Helleck

Benjamin Bishop

Col. Roger Ingvalson

James Maxfield Jr.

Burton Ingvalson

John M. Christenson

Donald “Gus” Nordine

Ronald Anderson

Darrell “Pickle” Johnson

Henry Halstenson

Ronald Reese

Joanne VanWyck

John Ulland

Donald Brown

Maurice Basness

Charlie Ressler 

Roger Braaten Sr.

John Ryan

Daniel Emanuel

Robert Grooters

James Pechacek

John Cashman

Francis Jeno

David Sponheim

Allen Michaelson

Leo Coughlin

Hubert Pelinka

Darrel Trom

Robert Becker

Floyd Sorenson

Robert Lenort

William Walsh

Milo Hoel

Roger P. Johnson

Derwin Hillson

Raymond Seaton

Willis (Bud) Miller

Gerth (Bud) Anderson

Ronald Malecha

Jerome Severtson

Edward Lindquist

Loren Rasmussen

Vince Thoreson

Marvin Jensen

Vernon Paulson
Kenneth Baumann
Frank Thissen
Roland Dahl
Howard D. Underwood
Paul J. Ingvaldson
William “Bill” Bailey
Bernard Coufal
Marvin Bennett 
John Dwain Todalen
Samuel Dandelet
George O. Jacobson
Gordon H. Diesch
Stanley Gronseth
George Clunis
Edmund Wurst
Joseph Wurst
Dale A. Hanson
Maylon Heinz
Holger Robertson
Lloyd Wobbrock
Herman Grunklee
Eugene Kaplan
James W. Johns
Donald Anderson
William Angell
Donald Bakke
Ray Delgado
Lee Folkens
George Ressler
William Underwood
Chip Decker
John Dean Olson
Lerald Farrow
Roger A. Johnson

This message sponsored by these supporters of veterans in our community:

ALL GAVE SOME...SOME GAVE ALL!ALL GAVE SOME...SOME GAVE ALL!

A  special Memorial Day salute to  
Sons of the American Legion Squadron #51 .

*O�NFNPSZ�PG�UIPTF�
XIP�HBWF�UIFJS�MJWFT�
*O�NFNPSZ�PG�UIPTF�
XIP�HBWF�UIFJS�MJWFT�

507-583-2712
Hwy 218 South, 

Blooming Prairie, MN
www.minersoutdoor.com

Outdoor Power Equipment, Golf 
Cart: Sales Service, Parts & Accessories

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:30pm

Saturday: 8:00am-Noon

We 
Remember

Honoring Our Nation’s Heroes 
On Memorial Day

314 E Main St •  Blooming Prairie // 507-583-7528

We understand small business
because we are a small business

Chad Johnson
Ellendale

507-391-2757
Call today and ask about our diverse seed line-up & chemical 

programs for this years harvest. 

Honoring their Service
 and Sacrifice!

Serving the 
area since 1939

1180 Frontage Rd. E.,
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551
OwatonnaGranite.com


