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DNR to
look into
wells in
Dodge

Crackdown will
target illegal
water users

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

In response to concerns about
water wells drying up and large
feedlots potentially draining
water without proper permits,
the state Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) is stepping up
efforts to nab violators.

The DNR has launched a
compliance sweep of the re-
gion’s growing livestock indus-
try. The areas targeted right now
will be Dodge, Freeborn, Blue
Earth and Martin counties.

A lifelong resident of Westfield
Township, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity, said he filed
a complaint with the DNR be-
cause he has been experiencing
problems with his water levels

DNR CRACKDOWN
Continued on Page 8A

A real who-dun-it

Deirdre Connell (Sandy Jones) is a neighbor and writer who focuses on storytelling and Irish myths. Connell was one of nine
characters throwing clues to the audience to help uncover a “murder” during the dinner theater play “Patrick Murphy’s Wake” at

the Servicemen’s Club on Saturday, March 14. To see who committed the crime, see Page D8.

Staff photo by Annie Anderson

Man, 28,
charged
in death
of friend

3 felony counts
against Logan
Kaiser in crash

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

The death of a man after an
ATV crash last summer in rural
Steele County has resulted in
felony charges against one of his
best friends.

Steele County Attorney Dan
Mclntosh has charged Logan Da-
vid Kaiser, 23, of Owatonna with
three felony counts of criminal
vehicular homicide, driver fail to
stop for injury and death and fail-
ure to notify police of personal
injury. The most serious count
carries a maximum penalty of 10
years in prison and a $20,000 fine.

The crash claimed the life of Jus-
tin Schuler, 22, also of Owatonna.
He was found injured on the side

DEADLY CRASH
Continued on Page 3A

Reunited with man’s best friend

Hope fire survivor
finds traumatized
dog days later

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

irst he lost his house
F by fire. But then the
real kicker came when
his life companion took
off apparently distraught
over what had happened.
After the early March blaze,
Steve Jensen of Hope experi-
enced several restless nights
wondering if he would ever
be reunited again with his life
partner, a black and white Eng-
lish Springer named Chelsea.
The two have been together
for nearly 11 years ever since
Chelsea was five months old.
“She’s like a wife to me,”
said Jensen, who is single

and lives alone with his dog.
“She means a lot to me.
She’s my companion and
with me most of the time.”
The saga began in the morn-
ing hours of Monday, March
2 when Jensen’s house went
up in flames after a malfunc-
tioning wood burning stove
ignited the single story struc-
ture. During the commotion, he
put Chelsea in his truck next
to the blazing house. Jensen
suffered smoke inhalation
while trying to put out the fire
and was taken by ambulance
to the hospital where he was
held for more than a day.
Meanwhile, Jensen’s brother
came to Hope to pick up
Chelsea as firefighters battled
the fire. When his brother
brought the dog to his home
in Owatonna, Chelsea escaped
from him and bolted away.
Upon hearing what had
happened, Jensen admit-
ted, “I was a little upset.”

But that’s when commu-
nity organizations, a local
radio station, complete strang-
ers and even Jensen’s pas-
tor sprang into action in an
effort to bring a happy end-
ing to what had already been
a tragic week for Jensen.

The Steele County Hu-
mane Society posted a no-
tice on its website about the
wayward dog. Within a day,
the society had 5,400 views
from around the county.

A big break came on Wednes-
day when someone spotted
Chelsea by Aurora Lutheran
Church located on the eastern
edge of the county. Acting on
the tip, Sandy Miller, pastor of
First Lutheran Church of Hope
where Jensen is a member,
drove around for nearly three

hours looking for her, but
she came up empty-handed

LOST AND FOUND
Continued on Page 8A
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Staff photos by Rick Bussler
After fire ripped through Steve Jensen’s home in Hope on March
2, his life partner, Chelsea, took off and was on the run across
the county. The two were reunited three days later.
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Staff‘Phooby Karen Jorgensen

April Hafstad was recognized as School-Site Big of the Year,
meeting weekly with Samera at her school since October 2011.

Backers raise funds for Big Brothers/Sisters

By KAREN JORGENSEN
News Enterprise Staff Writer

Supporters from a four county area gath-
ered at the Steele County Historical Soci-
ety Friday night for “An Evening for Kids’
Sake” to raise money for Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Southern Minnesota and to honor
the 2015 Bigs of the Year.

It was also announced that Angela Her-
zog, who was honored as the local Big Sister
of the Year has also been named Minnesota
Big Sister of the Year and Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Southern Minnesota will be re-

cipient of one of the Gold Standard Awards
given out nationally. Fewer than 20 of the
340 national organizations will receive the
honor.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Min-
nesota now covers four counties, said Di-
rector Greg Zweber who emceed the event
along with board member Julie Rethemeier.
The organization began in 1972 in Rice
County, Zweber said, with Steele County
joining in 1987. Dodge County was added
in 2001 and in 2014 Waseca County became
part of the organization.

The organization matches children and

teenagers with an adult mentor.

Each of the honored “bigs” spoke briefly
about their experiences.

Herzog who has been matched with her
“little” since 2007 expressed her pride that
her “little” will be moving on next year as
she becomes the first in her family to be ac-
cepted to college.

As state Big Sister of the Year, she is now
in the running for the national honor.

Big Brother of the Year Kasey Kamholz
said he was matched with his “little” right

FUNDRAISER
Continued on Page 3A

12th Annual

B.P. EDUCATION FOUNDATION

PICK OF THE AUCTION TICKET $50
AUCTION: SATURDAY MARCH 28, 2015

ONE WINNER GETS THEIR CHOICE FROM THE LIVE AUCTION
DRAWING PRIOR TO START OF THE LIVE AUCTION - 6:00 PM
MUST BE PRESENT - OR DESIGNATE SOMEONE PRESENT

389038

‘|04879

8

INSl DE A . 122 ........ OPINIONS

........ SPORTS

B:-c..

HomETOWN

- 3C ..Farm LivING

507-583-4431

Vol. 122, No. 41

www.steeledodgenews.com



2A . Tuesday, March 17, 2015 - Steele County Times
[ |

)

Agriculture on our
minds this week

As you are reading this week’s editorial we
are in the midst of National Ag Week across
the nation. On Wednesday, March 18, many
will be celebrating National Ag Day — a day
to honor the American farmer.

Agriculture plays an important part in our
area and throughout Minnesota. Agriculture
is an important economic driver. Farmers
and producers provide us much-needed
food and many types of jobs other than just
in the ag field.

Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom is
a program that has been around since 1985
and has continued to grow over the past few
years.

It has a simple vision and simple mission.
The program provides material that sup-
ports agriculture being valued by all and
increases ag literacy throughout the school
systems in the state.

Alan Withers, the program director for
Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom,
said we are empowering agriculture through
our materials.

“Our market is K-12 and is heavy into sci-
ence, social studies and language arts,” he
said. “We've tried to provide materials in
various formats so teachers can look at our
menu.”

Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom
has helped Americans understand the farm-
ing community. It has been part of a national
network since 1981, when the program was
initiated at the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture.

In 1985, the state hired Withers to start
a program in Minnesota. He has been the
only program director and is the longest-
standing program director in the nation. In
2011, he was able to hire Sue Knott as an
education specialist.

Minnesota Ag in the Classroom has a web-
site that offers educators various resources
including lessons, ag links and a place to
order materials. Possibly the most popular
information comes from AgMag and AgMag
Junior.

For more information about Minnesota Ag
in Classroom, visit mda.state.mn.us.

Agriculture continues to play an important
part in our rural areas. And it is programs
such as Minnesota Ag in the Classroom that
continues to make all of us aware of what
agriculture is all about.
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Sunshine weeks prompts
openness, transparency

Writing a weekly column
can be difficult at times.

It’s not so much the writing
aspect of it, but rather coming
up with a relevant topic that
is going to have broad appeal
to readers.

Over the past five years
since I began this column, |
have written about a variety
of topics. Some of them seem
to come up from year to year.
While I don’t like to write
about the same topics over
and over, sometimes it can’t
be helped. That’s where it be-
comes my job to try and put a
little different twist on it.

This week I’'m focusing on
something I have never written
about before, though the broad
topic has been addressed in the
past. This week is Sunshine
Week. No, it’s not a goal to
see if the sun can shine during
one week in March, but rather
to make it shine every day as
we focus on doing our best to
serve citizens.

Started in 2002 in Florida,
Sunshine Week is a national
initiative to promote a dia-
logue about the importance of
open government and freedom
of information. Those are two
heavy topics that are near and
dear to all newspapers. The
week has expanded through-
out the country since then.

Though it was created by

PURSUIT

Rick Bussler

journalists, those pesky people
who seek information and the
truth, the week is about the
public’s right to know what its
government is doing, and why.

The week enlightens and
empowers people to play an
active role in their government
at all levels. It also aims to give
them access to information that
makes their lives better and
their communities stronger.

We saw a small example of
this last week during town-
ship elections across the state.
In little neighboring West-
field Township, located just
outside of Blooming Prairie,
more than 100 people turned
out for the township supervi-
sor election and annual meet-
ing. Tensions ran a little high,

[Mailbag
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Council should publish its meetings in the newspaper

City Council!

The minutes of your meetings are supposed to go in the paper.
People have a right to know what goes on in this town.

Be honest —- put your minutes in the paper!

avalanche of e-mails, phone calls and letters going to our elected
officials in St. Paul. We need all of the help we can get! I believe

it is our turn to get our roads back into driving condition.

Mrs. LaVerne Johnson
Blooming Prairie

Lack of road funding is unacceptable

Your letter in the March 10th edition was real in-
teresting. You opened our eyes to a situation that
most of us were not too concerned about. I am refer-
ring to the nearly $2 billion dollar windfall.

I believe that most Minnesota citizens would agree with
you that this money should be used to get our roads and
bridges back in condition. Also, I am certain that there are a
number of southern Minnesota people including myself that
were not aware that the battle for funding of the Highway14
improvement has been going on now for 20 years. That is
unacceptable!! It is time to start a movement to get this proj-
ect finished. For safety reasons this project should have been
set up to receive most of the gas tax money several years ago.

The completion of this project would also be a huge benefit
to many, in both small and large communities. So, we need an

When did girls sports begin at BPHS?

Letter to the Editor:

Gene Trom
Blooming Prairie

Just wanted to say how much I enjoy reading LeMar’s
column “Did You Know? A moment in Blossoms history.”
Did anyone else notice that in the March 10 column about
1968-69 sports no girls are mentioned? I’'m sure LeMar
can tell us when female sports first appeared at BPHS.

Thankfully, we’ve come a long way and ‘throwing
like a girl” and ‘running like a girl” are no longer joked
about but recognized for being equal to male sports.

but it’s nice to see so many
people take an interest in their
local government.

This initiative is increasing
public awareness, it’s com-
ing up more often in policy
conversations, and the efforts
of participants are being cited
as real forces for moving the
public away from simply ac-
cepting excessive and unwar-
ranted government secrecy.

It’s important for the
media, including this newspa-
per, to let people know about
problems encountered with
or ideas about accessibility
when it comes to transpar-
ency of government.

Greater government trans-
parency and openness can
improve the way we live.
Transparency can nurture a
culture of trust in our elected
officials, further an under-
standing that government
serves important functions
for citizens, and provide a
measure of accountability.

When information is cur-
tailed, we nurture a culture
of mistrust and cynicism. We
need to do everything in our
power to prevent this.

It is vital that we all fight
every attempt to hide the pub-
lic’s information behind a big,
padlocked door. We all need
to go in hot pursuit of letting
the sun shine in.

STEELE GOUNTY

Alan Van Ormer

Baseball,
tabs go
together

This past week’s temperatures
makes it seem like spring is here. But
living in Minnesota, I’m sure that
there will be at least one, if not more,
days of cooler weather and possibly
even snowstorms heading our way:.

When I think of spring I really
think of baseball. I enjoy sitting in
Target Field watching the Twins
play. Last year I attended 10 games,
and the Twins only lost one. There
had been a stretch over the years in
which, if I counted right, I went to
10 or 12 straight games in which the
team lost. It was kind of a standing
joke among the family.

I also think about the continuous
onslaught of special sections that we
put together from now until the end
of August. We just finished our recent
spring farm special section, or tab.
And it is easy to see that it is prob-
ably the best special tab we have put
together in the time that I have been
here. You should have received your
copy of the 64-page publication this
week.

It was interesting sitting at our
weekly meeting Friday going over
the farm tab and seeing what other
papers in the region do. It is safe
to say that our publications — the
Steele County Times and News
Enterprise — are comparable to any
other newspaper in the region.

And that credit goes to our staff. We
have added a couple of new pieces
recently who I believe will make our
products even better. We have a graphic
designer and a news editor. Those
two will be joining a veteran staff that
knows what it is like heading into the
next four or five months. We will be
inundated with special tabs starting
with our farm tab and including our
spring sports tab, our graduation tabs,
our 4% of July tab and finishing with
our county fair tabs.

It is safe to say that spring and sum-
mer will be a blur for us. But it will be
an enjoyable time and hopefully our
readers will reap the rewards of all the
tabs that will be coming their way.

Weigh in with our online

reader poll at
www.steeledodgenews.com

This week’s question:
Is agriculture an important subject
to be taught in Steele County schools?
Yes, it's one of the cornerstones of our economy.

No, other core subjects are more important.
Maybe, depending on students’ goals later in life.

Last week’s question:
Should the City of Blooming Prairie publish
its council minutes in the newspaper?

* Yes, openness and transparency are important. 88%
* No, requesting a copy at city charge is good enough. 0%
* Not sure, more information is needed.

Readers are encouraged to go to the Steele County Times web-

13%

Ruth Anderon
Owatonna

Editor’s Note: LeMar Nelson reports that girls sports
did not begin in Blooming Prairie until 1972.

site at www.steeledodgenews.com to cast their opinion about the
current question. This poll is not a pure scientific sampling of
readers’ views, but rather, is intended to create community dis-
cussion of issues.
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Youth team sweeps chamber's Broomball tournament

he first annual Blooming as they chose to be called, consisted
Prairie Area Chamber of Com- of all Blooming Prairie High School
merce Broomball tournament

students. The Prairie Manor Spon-
was a slushy success. On Saturday,

sored team had seven members.
March 7, young people and adults In no particular order they were
alike enjoyed a warm March day Richy Feeney, Scott Romeo, Jake
playing broomball at the Blooming Decker, Sam Swenson, Rylie Olson,
Prairie Ice Rink near Victory Field. Mitchel Jones and Ethan Strunk.

A game for children began the day. A big thank you to Prairie Manor
Eighteen children grades one through for donating the broomball equip-
six played a hard-fought match. The ment as well as sponsoring a team.
children played for an hour and all Thank you to Farmers and Merchants
looked tuckered out by the end. State Bank for donating the traveling

Concessions were served in the trophy listing the winners each year

and The Dairy Queen of Blooming
Prairie for sponsoring a team. Also
thank you to all the volunteers for
their support and the City of Bloom-
ing Prairie for the use of the facility.
Lastly thank you to all the youth
and adult players. I hope you can

all join us next year for more fun.
This is just one more fun event on a
long list in this great community.

warming house highlighted by skin
on wieners from Dean’s Smoke
Shop located in Geneva along

with baked good from The Bak-
ery located in Blooming Prairie.

The 7" grade — adult tournament
began at 9:30 a.m. consisting of four
teams. [ had the honor of serving as
referee for the tournament and from
the beginning there was a mix of fun
and competitiveness (and exhaustion
for some, you know who you are).
Ice conditions changed dramatically
from game to game as tempera-

tures increased making for all the
more excitement for both competi-
tors and spectators. Beginning the
first game players struggled to gain
traction as they attempted to score
the broomball in the opposing net.
By the time the final of six round
robin games were played competi-
tors were sloshing around in a half
inch or so of slush at times making
waves as they slid (some intentional
sliding, but mostly unintentional).
At the end of the day one team stood
above the rest. “The High Flyers”,

Luke Swenson is president
of the Blooming Prairie Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Reflections. ..

Howard Lestrud

Heartbeat
still exists at
Magnuson
School

One-room schools are getting
to be an item of the past but the
heartbeat still exists for the old
Magnuson School, since convert-
ed to the Newry Township Hall.

That heartbeat has been kept
alive by a strong value of his-
tory shown by Larry Helgeson,
supervisor on the Newry Town-
ship Board. The former District
135 building still stands tall at
its location in Freeborn County,
about six miles southwest of
Blooming Prairie.

Helgeson, a student at the one-
room school for nearly eight
years, used his construction ex-
pertise to remodel the school
building for township use. In
doing so, he and fellow supervi-
sor Bob Kittelson tried to save
as much of the flavor of the old
school house as possible. Most of
their work was done in 2006.

One of the first challenges was

to remove the suspended ceiling
and expose the beautiful, deco-
rative ceiling made of steel. In
showing off the ceiling, the build-
ing takes on more of its original
personality created in 1915 when
the school house was built.

The old ceiling was then sand-
blasted and repainted. “There
must have been two inches of
sand on the floor following that
project,” Helgeson said.

Old garage windows were
also replaced with new win-
dows. The hardwood floors re-
main intact and still show the
nail marks where the tracks were
attached for the old cast iron
wooden desks.

Helgeson and Kittelson re-
modeled the men’s and women’s
bathrooms and also added some
new touches to the town hall
kitchen.

The outside property was
also cleaned up considerably
when the township took over the
building, Helgeson said.

The entire school building in-
cludes about 800 square feet on
the main floor. A full basement
is still used for storage.

is columnist, a student at the
school for six years, was blown
away by how the building has
been preserved. Mainly missing
are the 30 school disks that were
once mounted on the four floor
and spaced in four rows.

The main meeting area is now
home to a large conference ta-
ble but positioned in the corner
of the school house is an old,
wooden desk used by Magnuson
School teachers. Helgeson also
obtained copies of some school
photos from Ardell (Ward)
Swenson who still lives just a
stone’s throw away from the old

school building.

Some class photos are framed
and adorn part of one wall.
Guess who is on one of the class
photos? Yep, yours truly, with
a colorful cowboy shirt. Shown
alongside our teacher Emma
Soli, are some of my school
mates: Jerome Christianson, Ja-
net Christianson, Marilyn Chris-
tianson, Gary Christianson,
Larry Helgeson, Scarlett Kru-
picka, Donald Jensen, Lawrence
Goodnature, Delores Jensen,

Darlene Le-

strud, Rob-

ert Lee and
others.
Other
photos in-
clude my
sister Jan-
ice and
twins Billy
and Bobby
Noble. Billy,
still a resident of Blooming
Prairie, said he only went to
Magnuson School for a half year
and then went 7 1/2 years at a
one-room school on his parents’
property near the St. Mary’s
Catholic Church. “Learning and
discipline went hand in hand, he
said.

Helgeson recalls some of the
politics involved with the school
district building. A farmer living
just west of the school petitioned
the Blooming Prairie district to
allow his sons to attend school
there. Helgeson’s father also
sent in a petition. Magnuson’s
petition was approved and Hel-
geson’s was not approved.

Larry Helgeson actually
started ninth grade in Blooming
Prairie but was then transferred
to the large Austin High School

Helgeson

The old School District 135 building still exists at its rural Austin
location in Freeborn County, 6 miles southwest of Blooming
Prairie. The school, then named the Magnuson School, is now
owned by Newry Township and is used as a town hall.

building. “I was petrified” with
the hugeness of the school, Hel-
geson said. “We also had only
three to four minutes to get from
class to class.

I can totally share Larry’s
overwhelmed feeling about
Austin High School. I went six
grades at Magnuson School and
then went my seventh grade year
in the gigantic, three-story Aus-
tin High School building that
fills a city block.

Larry was one of five Hel-
geson kids attending Austin
schools. His siblings included
Henry, Gloria, Cindy and Kathy.
Being the eldest in his family at-
tending the Magnuson School,
Larry recalls the building hav-
ing no water. “We had to go to
the neighbor, Selmer Magnson,
for water and we also had two
outdoor toilets.”

Larry and I are on the same

page when we believe learn-
ing was learning in those years
because we received individual
tutoring from our teacher and
also, seated at our desks, we
were learning by listening to our
teacher going over lessons with
students at a conference table.

The atmosphere of learning
was open but it seemed like
we all listened more carefully
and were not distracted by fel-
low students or by electronics.
Discipline and focus were two
key words in education in those
days.

I know there are many other
residents of the Blooming Prai-
rie area who attended one-room
schools in the area. “We have
fond memories of our school
days and made some good
friends,” said Ardell Swenson.

In those days there were one-
room schools about every two

Staff Photo by Howard Lestrud

miles. “There were more people
in the area, lots more farm plac-
es, many of which don’t exist
any longer,” Ardell said.

Larry resides just a half-mile
from the old school. His son Mi-
chael lives near there, too. Much
of Larry’s construction knowl-
edge was honed during his years
working for the City of Austin.
He said he built many of the
bathrooms and shelters in parks
around Austin. He retired from
that job in 2003. He and wife
Cheryl also have a son Bryant
and a daughter Stephanie, both
living in Rochester.

I recall my first days of school.
I was a mamma’s boy and cried
when I had to go to first grade. |
did grow out of that.

I remember blackboards en-
compassing much of the school
room. A daunting look from a
President George Washington
portrait also stared at us.

Our teacher, Miss Soli, was
very kind and took time to give
us all one-on-one attention. I re-
call coming to school with my
arm in a cast after breaking it
playing baseball at home. Miss
Soli took time to teach me how
to write with my left hand.

Christmas programs and basket
socials were highlights for the stu-
dents and their families. We actu-
ally had a stage that was erected in
front of the school desks.

School days were not always
fun and I still carry a couple of
scars gained from a sledding ac-
cident at the school.

The memories of one-room
schools are strong and indeed
laid a foundation for our future.
The town hall is available to rent
for parties and Larry Helgeson is
the man to see.

New Workforce coord/nator would unite region’s school districts

Since coming here in 2013,
I’ve brought a rural perspective
to every policy conversation I've
been in. We have an urgent need
to solve the problems we face in
outstate communities, and I’'m
glad to be able to be at the fore-
front of these solutions. The most
pressing problems that I’ve heard
over and over again are educa-
tion and workforce development,
infrastructure, and property taxes.

We have a critical shortage of
teachers in our rural communi-
ties, and it’s straining our schools’
resources and impacting the
quality of our students’ education.

That’s why
I’'m working
on two bills
to directly
address
this issue. |
have a bill
to create a
student loan
forgive-
ness program
for teachers
who teach in rural communi-
ties or hard-to-fill subject areas.
Graduating teachers are facing
record levels of student debt, and
this will make teaching in rural

Jensen

districts a more attractive option.
I’'m also working on establish-
ing a new workforce coordina-
tor position that would unite
local school districts, colleges,
and businesses in preparing our
young people for the workforce.
This position would focus
on building the relationships
between schools and businesses
that are necessary to ensure that
students are being trained for
the demands of the local labor
market. It would also bring best
practices to our communities
that are being implemented in
other areas of the state. These

steps are critical to ensuring our
kids get a productive education.
We also need to make sure
that our communities have the
resources they need to attract
new businesses or help existing
businesses expand. This session
I’'m working to fund the Greater
Minnesota Business Develop-
ment Public Infrastructure Grant
Program (BDPI). In order to
make our communities attractive
for business growth, we need the
infrastructure to support them.
Sometimes that requires signifi-
cant investments that a commu-
nity can’t do on their own. These

grants provide up to half the cost
of these infrastructure projects.
Owatonna used this program just
last year with fantastic results.
An area that affects not only
individuals but also schools and
the community as a whole, is
property taxes, especially on
agricultural land. The impact
to property taxes can make the
difference in communities being
able to fund projects like building
new schools or maintaining old
ones. I’m cosponsoring the tar-
geted agricultural land property
tax credit, which would cap the
increase on property tax increases

on agricultural land. Under the
program the state would reim-
burse land owners for any proper-
ty tax increase over eight percent
in a single year, limiting the
financial impact that can come
from investing in local projects.
There is no single solution to
the problems we’re facing. But
by taking steps like these, we’ll
be on the road toward keeping
rural Minnesota truly great.

Sen. Vicki Jensen (DFL)
represents District 24. District
24 includes Steele County and

portions of Dodge County.

DEADLY CRASH

FUNDRAISER

Continued from Page 1A

of 48" Street SW near the Monterey
Ballroom around 11 p.m. on June
21. Mayo One airlifted Schuler to St.
Mary’s Hospital in Rochester where
he died nine days later. Court records
indicate he died of complications of
multiple blunt force injuries with an
underlying cause of an ATV accident.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, sheriff’s deputies found a dirt
bike on the side of the road along
with a 4-wheeler sitting farther
down the road. Neither the ATV nor
dirt bike was equipped with head-
lights or taillights.

Deputies determined the ATV ap-
peared to have hit the back of the dirt
bike, sending the dirt bike skidding
into the ditch. The impact appeared to
have caused the ATV’s wheels to turn
to the left due to the skidding pattern
in the gravel, causing it to roll onto
its right side, the complaint said, add-
ing the ATV appeared to have rolled
several times.

The complaint said witnesses told
police that Kaiser fled the scene
prior to arrival of officers. Deputies
went to Kaiser’s residence that eve-
ning, but he was not home.

Kaiser spoke to police about the
incident three days later. He told po-
lice that he followed Schuler out of
the driveway and went right. Kaiser

Logan David Kaiser and Justin
Schuler

said he stopped because he didn’t
see Schuler’s dust anymore. Kaiser
went on to say after stopping in the
roadway, Schuler came from behind
him and T-boned him.

During the police interview, Kai-
ser admitted to drinking a few beers
for a buddy’s birthday, according to
the complaint. Kaiser told police he
didn’t tell anyone about the crash and
just left the scene, the complaint said.

After a court appearance last week,
Kaiser released a statement through his
attorney, Max A. Keller of Minneapo-
lis. “I, Logan Kaiser, and my family are
devastated by the death of one of my
best friends,” Kaiser said in the state-
ment. “I could not immediately call 911
because I was lying in a ditch in shock
after being thrown from my dirt bike by
the force of the impact, and I did not
have a cell phone with me.”

Kaiser went on to say, “My family

and I want to thank all of our relatives
and friends for the outpouring of love
and support they have given us.”

Said Kaiser’s attorney, Keller: “The
state’s case is based upon rumors, in-
nuendo and hearsay, not facts. The
police interviewed many people who
candidly admitted that they were not
witnesses to the accident between
Mr. Schuler’s 4-wheeler and Kaiser’s
dirt bike. These same people also
were not witnesses to the immediate
aftermath of the accident such as who
called 911 and when the ambulance
arrived to treat Mr. Schuler.”

The attorney continued, “The police
investigation is very incomplete and
misleading, which is very unfortunate
for the families of both the young men
involved in this horrible tragedy.”

Keller pointed out Kaiser volun-
teered to answer questions for police
the next day, but police cancelled the
appointment and told him to come back
the next day, which he did. “These are
not the actions of a person with a guilty
mind or a guilty conscious,” Keller
said, adding he looks forward to seeing
all the facts come out in court.

Keller has been an attorney for
18 years and previously served as
an assistant attorney general for five
years. He now practices exclusively
criminal defense.

Continued from Page 1A

before Christmas 2011 and
it was the “start of some-
thing special and remark-
able for both of us.” The
match, he said, was a “win-
win” situation.

April Hafstad, honored
as School-Site Big of the
year, was matched with
her “little” in 2011. She
said they originally met at
the school during activities
such as recess and lunch
time. The relationship has
now changed from school-
site to community which
gives the two more oppor-
tunity to interact.

Her “little” is now ask-
ing how old she has to be
before she can become a
“big.”

The Big Couple of the
Year, Ken and Cheryl Dea-
son, have been matched
with their “little,” Jesus,
since 2010. They felt the
need to get involved, Dea-
son said, when they heard
that there were 100 chil-
dren on the waiting list to
get into the program.

Their “little,” they said,
is the oldest of five children

and as such has always had
to share many of his things
and parental attention. The
couple said they are able to
give him one on one atten-
tion he needs.

“This night is not about
the “bigs,” Deason said.
“It’s about the “littles.”

Zweber also told those
attending that the organi-
zation is especially proud
of the mentoring program
it has started for children
who have a parent either
incarcerated or otherwise
involved with the legal sys-
tem.

Currently, Zweber said,
100 of the more than 400
children involved in the
program have parents who
are involved with the crim-
inal justice system.

“If we don’t do any-
thing,” Zweber said, “70
percent of these kids (who
have a parent who is incar-
cerated) will be incarcer-
ated themselves at some
point.”

The evening was also a
fundraiser with both silent
and live auctions.

Over two dozen items
were donated to the live
auction including tickets
to the Minnesota Wild,
a BBQ Dinner for 10, a
hockey clinic with New
Jersey Devils player Seth
Helgeson, a weeklong stay
at a home in Asini, Greece
and a year’s lease on a new
Chevy Spark automobile.

The final item to be auc-
tioned off was opportunity
to Be A VIP at next year’s
event. The 2016 VIP table
included dinner for eight,
centerpieces, a special gift,
VIP reserved parking and
personal wait staff.

The live auction was
sponsored by US Bank.
2015 Agency Partners were
Federated Insurance, Go-
pher Sport, Walser Founda-
tion and Bremer Bank.

Upcoming Big Brothers
Big Sisters events include
Bowl for Kids’ Sake from
4 to 8 p.m., April 17, at the
J & J Bowling Center in
Faribault and from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m., April 18, at the
Spare Time Entertainment
Center in Owatonna.
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Prize pork

Cale Braaten,

8, of Blooming
Prairie was one

of 25 winners

at the Blooming
Prairie Cancer
Group’s ham bingo
Thursday night,
March 12. Minimizer
donated the hams.
Hope Butter was
donated by Victor
Mrotz of the Hope
Creamery, and
Geneva Meats
donated meat for
the meat raffles.
Proceeds go to the
BP Cancer Group.

Photo by Howard Lestrud

CNews briefs

:

tient Care Fund at Homestead
Hospice. This fund allows
anyone in need of end-of-life
care to receive it regardless of
finances.

Fabulous Love
Handles to perform

The Fabulous Love Han-
dles will be performing 7
p-m. to 11 p.m., March 27 at
the Eagles Club in Owatonna.

Tickets are $8 in advance
and $10 at the door. Tickets

Storm spotter
training is April 2

can be purchased at Kottke
Jewelers and CashWise
Foods.

Proceeds will go to the Pa-

The National Weather Ser-
vice is holding a SKYWARN
Sever Weather Spotter Train-
ing in Dodge Center on April 2.

The training will be held at the
Dodge Center Fire Station start-
ing at 6:30 p.m.

The class will last around two
hours and includes a multimedia
presentation. Training is intend-
ed for storm spotters or potential
storm spotters, but is open to the
public and free of charge. A re-
view of past tornadoes will be
included.

You can view the training
schedule at http://www.weath-
er.gov/lacrosse/?n=skywarn_
schedule.

Charles Thompson, 94, Austin

of  Aus- [}
tin, died | §2
Thursday,
March 12,
2015, at
St. Mark’s
Lutheran
Home,
Austin.

He was born June 21, 1920, in
Austin to Andrew Clarence and
Judith Ronellie (Aldahl) Thomp-
son. He graduated from Austin
High School in 1939. On June
18, 1943, Charles married Betty
Raimer. They were blessed with
five children. Betty passed away
on February 6, 1979.

On Aug. 8, 1981, Charles and
Irene Feldt Ellingson were mar-
ried in Austin. Charles made

his living operating the family
farm one mile west of Corning,
Minnesota. A member of Red
Oak Grove Lutheran Church,
Charles also belonged to The
Gideons International and the
Sons of Norway.

He enjoyed farming, spend-
ing time in his workshop, vis-
iting with family members,
researching his genealogy, play-
ing cards, fishing, having con-
versations in Norwegian and
traveling with his wife Irene.

Charles is survived by his wife
Irene Thompson of Austin; his
children Barry (Mary) Thomp-
son of Austin, Rodney (Janelle)
Thompson of Oakland, Minne-
sota, Charlane (Mike) Benson
of Walker, Minnesota, Rhonda
(Brooks) Heimer of Hender-
son, Nevada and Scott (Brenda)
Thompson of Austin; 13 grand-
children; 30 great-grandchildren;

two great great-grandchildren;
his brother Sylvester (Bernice)
Thompson and his sister Selma
(Harvey) Lysne, both of Austin.
He was preceded in death by his
parents Andrew Clarence and Ju-
dith Ronellie Thompson, his first
wife Betty Thompson, and his
sister Agnes Anderson.

Funeral services were held on
Sunday, March 15, 2015, at Red
Oak Grove Lutheran Church in
rural Austin with Pastor Lindsay
Stolen officiating.  Interment
was in Red Oak Grove Lutheran
Cemetery. Memorials can be di-
rected to The Gideons Interna-
tional. Services prearranged and
performed by Worlein Funeral
Home of Austin. Condolences
may be expressed to the fam-
ily online at www.worlein.com.
‘I have fought the good fight, 1
have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7.
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Health care for the family,
close to home

No matter what your age, whether you are feeling under
the weather or need routine care, the experienced team in
Blooming Prairie provides the care you need close to home.

Clinic hours: Tuesdays and Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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405 E. Main, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

To schedule an appointment,

MAYO CLINIC

call 507-583-7225.

HEALTH SYSTEM

612.360.9934 Tyler@kikgraphics.hiz
www. kikgraphics.biz
500 Minimizer Way SE
Blooming Prairie, MIN 55917

STEELEICOUNTYVENIMESIPROEESSIONAIRDIRECTORY

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 7
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LY jcoLLision CARE
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Collision
Specialists Inc
507.437.2837

Contact the Steele
County Times Today!

STEELE COUNTY ;
'limeS 507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.

YRS pET HAVEN

Jg CEMETERY, INC.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Larry & Donna Bennett Shorty & Sue Schroht
4151 N. City Rd. 45 857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060 Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 (507) 455-3204

Cell: 507-456-3562
®

¢ Design * Installation

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

¢+ Compliance Inspections

weies 0 BISHOPS3R

+ Black Dirt = Fill » Gravel L
)
55 .. EXCAVATING, INC.
W 2‘999 N £ * EXCAVATION * BASEMENTS

Serving The Area Over 13 Years = DemoLimion = Dozer WoRK
Bonded & Insured ‘?s’ﬁ\ Commercial & Residential Sitework

YOUR AD COULD

Contact the Steele
County Times Today!

STeeLE COUNTY »
“mes 507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.

N Mlke We offer: MJC Farms, LLC
& Seed . 13324 89th Ave SE
J (F::re;:lri“zcearl Blooming Prairie, MN
eﬁ Custom Farming 25917

Crop Scouting Fax 507-572-1337

Custom High Vields Start Here

Farms

Mike Ingvalson 507-456-1436 Jeff Ingvalson 507-456-1439

mikeingvalson@hotmail.com jeffingvalson@hotmail.com

Greenhouse
,g"-.. ?nn‘: oin Veggie
F LR U gty
GREENHOUSE & FARM —
M y . A ign up for

@ % | Planting Parties

.

> 1

3 miles East of Geneva OR 2 miles N. ﬂ - Mon - Fri : 9-5
of Hollandale on Co. Rd. 28 - Like” Us on Sat: 9-3

Watch for signs Facebook Sun: Closed

507-889-3271 www.hilltopgreenhouse.com

Truck Accessories

The lightest, most
durable, longest
lasting truck fenders,
bracket kits, and truck
accessories in the
trucking industry.

. TLT
Minimizer
(¥ |

AN AMERICAN FAMILY OWNED COMPANY FOR

30 YEARS =

Minimizer.com ¢ 800-248-3855 * Blooming Prairie

507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486

After Hours: 507-455-0483
Tire Service

AG & Heavy Truck

Mike’s
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Complete Truck Parts and Service =~ Mike Hartle
Owner
o o



Prairie Manor Care Center

& Heather Haus

Dear Savvy Senior,

How does Medicare cover
home health care? Because of
my illness, my doctor suggested
I get home health care, but I
want to find out how it’s covered
before I proceed.

Need Some Help

Dear Need,

Medicare covers a wide variety
of intermittent in-home health
care services (usually up to 28
hours per week) to beneficiaries,

THE SAVVY

ENIOR

| Brought to you by:

PBrairie Manor>
&€ CureCenter

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie

583-4434

if you meet their specific require-
ments. Here’s how it works.

In order for you to secure
coverage for home health care,
Medicare first requires that you
be homebound. This means that
it must be extremely difficult for
you to leave your home, and you
need help from a device (like a
wheelchair or walker) or a per-
son in doing so.

You will then need your doc-
tor to approve a “plan of care”
confirming that you need skilled-

nursing care or skilled-therapy
services from a physical or speech
therapist on a part-time basis.
Your doctor can also request the
services of an occupational ther-
apist and a home health aide to
assist with activities of daily liv-
ing such as bathing, dressing and
using the bathroom. Your doctor
must renew the “plan of care”
once every 60 days.

You will also need to use a
home health agency that is certi-
fied by Medicare.

If you meet all of the require-
ments, Medicare should pay for
your in-home care.

But, be aware that Medicare
will not pay for home health aide
services (such as bathing, dress-
ing or using the bathroom) alone,
if you do not need skilled-nursing
or skilled-therapy services too.
Homemaker services, such as
shopping, meal preparation and
cleaning are not covered either.

You also need to know that
Medicare has recently changed

their home health care policy
regarding degenerative diseases.
They will now pay for in-home
physical therapy, nursing care
and other services to beneficia-
ries with chronic conditions like
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s
or Alzheimer’s disease in order
to maintain their condition and
prevent deterioration. In the past,
Medicare would only cover home
health services if the patient were
expected to make a full recovery.

If you have original Medicare,
you can locate a Medicare-certi-
fied home health agency by call-
ing 800-633-4227 or by visiting
medicare.gov/homehealthcom-
pare. If you have a Medicare Ad-
vantage plan, you should contact
your plan directly and ask which
home health agencies work with
the plan and are within the plan’s
network of providers.

For more detailed informa-
tion on how Medicare covers in-
home health, see the “Medicare
and Home Health Care” online
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booklet at medicare.gov/pubs/
pdf/10969.pdf.

Other Options

If you don’t qualify for Medi-
care coverage, there are other
coverage options depending on
your situation, including:

Insurance: If you happen to
have long-term care insurance,
check to see if it covers in-home
care. Or if you have a life insur-
ance policy, see if it can be uti-
lized to pay for care.

Medicaid: If your income
is low enough, all states offer
Medicaid programs that will pay
for some forms of in-home care.
To investigate this, contact your
local Medicaid office.

Veterans  Assistance: If
you’re a veteran, some commu-
nities have a Veteran-Directed
Home and Community Based
Service program, which give
veterans a flexible budget to pay
for in-home care.

Also available to wartime vet-

erans and their spouses is a ben-
efit called “Aid and Attendance”
that helps pay for in-home care,
as well as assisted living and
nursing home care.

To be eligible, you must need
assistance with daily living activi-
ties like bathing, dressing or going
to the bathroom. And, your annual
income must be under $21,466 —
minus medical and long-term care
expenses. If you’re a surviving
spouse of a veteran, your income
must be below $13,794 to be eli-
gible. Your assets must also be
less than $80,000 excluding your
home and car.

To learn more, see va.gov/ge-
riatrics or call 800-827-1000.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is
a contributor to the NBC To-
day show and author of “The
Savvy Senior” book.

[History from the news archives

:

10 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor

March 8, 2005

Remember to donate food
and/or money to the Food Shelf
this month. This is the biggest
collection point of the year for
them. Steele County Executive
Director Stormy Trom, volun-
teer James Gefre and Ade Flo-
ersch and food shelf manager
Alonso Hernandez take a break
during work at the local food
shelf. Many food collection
campaigns are being held here
in Blooming Prairie as well as
throughout the county.

Viola Anna Gilderhus, 96, of
Waltham, Minnesota died Fri-
day morning, March 4, 2005,
at Prairie Manor Care Center in
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota.
Viola was born July 21, 1908,
the daughter of Julius and Anna
Beckman in Mower County,
Minnesota.

Saint Mary’s University elec-
tronic publishing and public
relations major, Karl Hatteberg,
son of Kurt and Susan Hatte-
berg of Fort Wayne, Ind., and
formerly of Waltham, Minn.,
was nominated for the univer-
sity’s Outstanding Senior Male
Award.

20 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor

March 14, 1995

Did you know it’s possible
to hide a safe - a bank safe?
Apparently that’s what was
done, because when First Bank
moved its headquarters down
the block two weeks ago, as
they were moving furniture and
belongings, lo and behold, they
uncovered a safe not used for
several years.

Melvin Timothy Johnson,
95, of Blooming Prairie, died

March 11, 1995 at Prairie Man-
or Nursing Home in Blooming
Prairie. He was born February
4, 1900 in rural Blooming Prai-
rie to Ole and Anne Johnson.
He never married. He lived in
the Blooming Prairie area for
most of his life and was a car-
penter.

Friday, March 31, marks the
42nd Annual Dairy Princess
Banquet, cosponsored by the
Steele County Extension Of-
fice, Northwest Bank, and the
Owatonna Area Chamber of
Commerce. Four girls will be
competing for the 1995 crown
following the banquet at the
Owatonna Eagles Club.

50 Years Ago
Victor, Vernon and
Vyrle Krejci, Editors

March 11, 1965
The sub-district speech con-

test was held at Ellendale Sat-
urday, March 6, with Blooming
Prairie leading the six schools
in the sub-district to advance 15
students to the district contest.
Judges were from Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Mrs. Herman Kruckeberg,
Blooming Prairie, was winner
of a pair of nylon front trac-
tor tires, given away at the Ille
Hardware & Tire Service last
weekend during their two-day
Goodyear Farm Valu Fair. Car-
lo Hansen, Blooming Prairie,
was winner of second prize, a
set of dinnerware.

Charles Olson, Blooming
Prairie, is mourning the sudden
death of his father, Howard L.
Olson, of Austin. Mr. Olson,
together with his wife, was
enroute home from a vacation
in Florida and had stopped off
at Mauston, Wis. to visit with
his sister. His death came sud-

denly Wednesday March 3, of
an apparent heart attack. He
was 62 years of age.

75 Years Ago
Walter K. Mickelson,
Editor and Publisher

March 7, 1940

The parking situation in
Blooming Prairie was discussed
Monday evening at the village
council meeting. A plan, which
will ban double parking and
restrict truck parking to side
streets, is being given consid-
eration.

George Tonolli, who was for-
merly employed at the Johnson
Hardware, joined the Times’
staff Monday. Mr. Tonolli grad-
uated with high school honors
from the local high school in
1938. Immediately after gradu-
ation he secured employment,
and began studying advertising.

Local firemen responded to
a call coming from the Joseph
Ressler home Tuesday after-
noon, where they succeeded,
after some difficulty, in extin-
guishing the blaze. The fire ap-
parently started as a result of
a spark from the chimney, and
had gained some headway be-
fore it was discovered.
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Always local, all the time.

Steele County Times Professional Directory
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Mapleview Barber Shop

ohnsont¢3DoerhoclergPAN

Certified Public Accountants
Tamzen R. Johnson
Certified Public Accountant

319 East Main * Blooming Prairie
888- 933-6828 « Fax: 507- 583-2389

oster’s
/

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 » Fax: 507-583-2317
Hwy. 218 » Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com
FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Johnson Construction

& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal *Trimming & Topping *Tree Movmg
Lot Clearing » Backhoe/Skidloader * Hauling General Construction
24 Hr. Emergency Services * Year Round Work ¢ Licensed & Insured

KYLE JOHNSON - 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

YOUR AD COULD (\

BE HERE! 4
g

Contact the Steele
-STEELE COuUNTY A &
I|mes 507-583-4431 )

County Times Today!
Always local, all the time.

Funeral Planning

A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring
PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

507-583-7561

www.worlein.com
Mary Kittelson

NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant « Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Construction & Remodeling

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.

Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878

*Maintenance Free Siding
*Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
*Custom Trim Work
*Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
sLifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413

Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Dental Care

)

P ——

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna Mankato
405 E. Main St. 1170 East Frontage Rd. 287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100 Resi dDE;AFBll\IAA.TZP ..
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-720-0250 (Resident of Blooming Prairie) Cell Phone: 507- 438-2323
. 1006 8th Ave. SE :
Rochester New Richland hon Phone: -437-1
3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 132 Broadway Ave. N. PO Box 457 . Shop Phone: 307- 437-1377
507-536.7700 5074630502 L Austin Website: www.kestner-elec.com

Keep America Beautiful - Get A Haircut

Larry Bushaw
Master Barber/Veteran

507-437-1732

2208 4th St NW, Austin
HOURS: Tues-Fri. 9:00 - 4:00; Sat. 9:00 - Noon

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER

“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE
Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

KESTNER
ELECTRIC, INC

* Industrial * Residential
» Commercial * Agricultural

319 2nd St. SW ¢ Blooming Prairie

507-583-1562

William P. Walsh, Owner

A ?amnly owned hometown }DUSH’ICSS
oPerate& !oca”g for over 45 gears

Residential & Business Hauling

Garbage Service, Inc.

Insurance

Holman Insurance Agency

For all your insurance needs
Keith & Carol Holman
421 E. Main Street

* 507-583-7294 °

G E N EVA**’““

Lumber Company

For all your Lumberyard & Home Design/Drafting needs.

Stop in and see Jon or Tait today!

413 West Main St. - Geneva - 507-256-0045

Recreation

< — Outdoor Power Equancnt
\ % _ Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service,
Hwy 218 S.

Parts & Accessories
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com * 507-583-2712

SALINAS AuTa REPAIR INC.

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned

583-6620

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN
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[Obituaries

LaVonne Simonson, 84, Owatonna

LaVonne
Mae  Si-
monson,
84, of
Owaton-
na, died [ ©
Wednes- [
day, March
11,2015, at e~
Koda Liv- [ *
ing Com- i
munity.

She was born June 23, 1930,
on the family farm in rural
Blooming Prairie, the daughter
of Alvin and Hilda (Hintz) Eak-
er. She grew up on the farm with
her siblings Elsmer, Audrey and
Vivian. She attended St John’s
Parochial school and graduated
from Blooming Prairie High
School in 1948.

She was married to Jacob Si-
monson on Dec. 15, 1949, at St
John’s Lutheran Church near
Claremont. The couple made
their home in Blooming Prairie
until 1979, when they moved to
Owatonna. She worked at the
Bixby store after high school.

Later she worked at Prairie
Manor Nursing Home and Fed-
erated Insurance. They were
blessed with seven children.
LaVonne loved Dbabysitting
her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. They gathered
frequently at the family cabin at
French Lake where they played
in the water, played cards and
games, and fished. LaVonne
greatly enjoyed quilting, read-
ing, fishing, gardening, bak-
ing, and taking walks. She was
an avid sports van and enjoyed
the Minnesota Timberwolves,
Twins, Vikings, Lynx and Go-
phers. She loved our Lord Je-
sus.

LaVonne is survived by her
husband of 65 years, Jacob.
She is also survived by her chil-
dren, Gene (Mary) Simonson
of Rochester, LaVerne (Barb)
Simonson of Eagan, Ronald Si-
monson of Lakeville, Douglas
(Connie) Simonson of Roches-
ter, Larry (Becky) Simonson of
Owatonna, Gail (Joel) Drube of
Blaine and Brian (Margaret) Si-

monson of Rochester.

They are very proud of their
13 grandchildren:  Jeremy,
Jackie, Paul, Amanda, Jenny,
Tyler, Jill, April, Cori, Jamie,
Patrick, Dominic and Christo-
pher. They have nine wonderful
great-grandchildren: Ella, Seth,
Ali, Owen, Kaia, Sophie, Chloe,
Spencer and Amelia.

She is also survived by her sib-
lings, whom she was very close
to, Elsmer (Gladys) Eaker, Au-
drey (Bob) Bohlman, and Vivian
(Mike) Quast, all of Owatonna,
plus many nieces, nephews,
cousins and many other relatives
and friends.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, an infant brother
and infant sister.

Funeral services were held
at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Owatonna, with Pas-
tors Mark Rosenau and Greg
Schlicker officiating. Interment
followed the service at St John’s
Cemetery in Owatonna. Mi-
chaelson Funeral Home is han-
dling arrangements.

Kenneth Lee Nihart, 92, Austin

Ken -
neth  Lee
Nihart, 92
of Austin, |
died Mon-
day, March
9, 2015, at
Our House
Assisted ¢/
Living,
Austin. i

He was
born Oct. 30, 1922, in Dover,
Minnesota, to Lawrence and
Anna (Johnson) Nihart. Ken-
neth attended Dover schools,
and made his living as a farm-
er and as a laborer at Hormel
Foods Corporation for 38 years,
retiring in 1980. He was also
a school bus driver for Austin
Transportation for 14 years.

On Nov. 19, 1944, Kenneth
was married to Elvera Olstad
at First Lutheran Church in
Blooming Prairie. The couple

raised three children. In the
early years of their marriage,
the Niharts lived in Bloom-
ing Prairie. Kenneth served his
country in the U.S. Army from
March 1945 until his honorable
discharge in 1946, when he and
Elvera moved to Austin. A life-
time member of the American
Legion and V.F.W., he also be-
longed to the Fraternal Order of
Eagles, the Moose Lodge and
Crane Community Chapel. Ken
enjoyed camping and traveling.
He will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.

Kenneth is survived by his
daughter Barbara Flom of Glen-
coe, Minnesota; his five grand-
children, his great-grandchildren
and great great-grandchildren;
siblings Margaret Condon of
Lyle, Minnesota; Lois Papenfus
of Concord, California; Billy
(Bev) Nihart of Remer, Minne-
sota; Lawrence (Betty) Nihart

of Babbitt, Minnesota; and Lynn
(Barbara) Nihart of Ely, Minne-
sota. He was preceded in death
by his parents Lawrence and
Anna Nihart; his wife Elvera
‘Tone’ Nihart in 2006; two sons,
Kermit and Michael; one broth-
er Don Nihart; and sister-in-law
Margaret Williamson.

Funeral services were held
at on Friday, March 13, 2015,
at the Worlein Funeral Home
Chapel in Austin with Pastor
Dale Christiansen officiating.
Interment will be in Grand-
view Cemetery, Austin. In lieu
of flowers, memorials can be
directed to recipient of donor’s
choice. Services prearranged
and performed by Worlein Fu-
neral Home of Austin. Condo-
lences may be expressed to the
family online at www.worlein.

CDeath notices

com.

Melissa Kay Eastberg, 39, Owatonna,

Melissa Kay Eastberg, 39, of
Owatonna, died Sunday, March
15, 2015 at Seasons Hospice
in Rochester, Minnesota after
a courageous battle with breast
cancer.

Visitation will be at Michael-

son Funeral Home on Friday,
March 20 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
and at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church on Saturday from 9:30
am. to 10:30 am. Funeral
services will be held Saturday,
March 21 at 10:30 a.m. at Sa-

Loretta M. Moe, 78, Owatonna

cred Heart Catholic Church with
The Reverend John Sauer offici-
ating.

SMOKE SHACK

[Menus

Seniors Menu
Mar 17: Unstuffed Cabbage,
Green Beans, Dinner Roll,
Brownie/Mint Green Icing
Mar 18: Chicken ala King
Over Biscuit, Peas, Coleslaw,
Orange-Apricot Gelatin
Mar 19: Ham Balls, Alt:
Ground Beef Pattie, Sweet Po-
tatoes, Baked Beans & Apple,
Flavored Ice Cream
Mar 20: Cream of Broccoli
Soup, Cheese on Rye, Salad,
Lemon Bar
Mar 23: Meatloaf, Baked Po-
tato, Orange Glazed Carrots,
Fruit Cup
Mar 24: Baked Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes, California
Medley, Fruit Delight
Mar 25: Sweet Pepper Steak
Over Rice, Cauliflower, Tossed
Salad, Pumpkin Crisp

BP Elementary School

Breakfast
Mar 17: Fruit Yogurt w/Gra-
ham Crackers, Vegetable Se-
lection, Choice of Fruit/Juice,
Milk
Mar 18: WG Strawberry Ce-
real Bar, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit/Juice, Milk
Mar 19: WG Cinnamon Dip-
per w/lcing Cup, Vegetable Se-
lection, Choice of Fruit/Juice,
Milk
Mar 20: WG Bagel w/Cream
Cheese, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit/Juice, Milk
Mar 23: Banana Chocolate
Chip Bread (or Blueberry
Loaf), Hard Boiled Egg, Vege-
table Selection, Choice of Fruit/
Juice, Milk
Mar 24: Yogurt Parfait w/
Homemade Granola, Vegeta-
ble Selection, Choice of Fruit/
Juice, Milk
Mar 25: WG Pop-Tart, Cheese
Stick, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit/Juice, Milk

BP Elementary

School Lunch
Mar 17: Beefy Nachos with
Homemade Cheese Sauce,
Cheeseburger on a WG Bun,
Spicy Pinto Beans, Shredded
Romaine Lettuce, Tomatoes,
Choice of Fruit
Mar 18: Chicken & Gravy,
Dinner Rolls, Deli Sub, Mashed
Potatoes, Celery Sticks, Green
Pepper Strips, Choice of Fruit
Mar 19: Spaghetti w/Meat-
sauce, Garlic  Breadstick,
Chicken Patty, on WG Bun,
Roasted Broccoli, Baby Car-
rots, Diced Beets, Choice of
Fruit
Mar 20: Grilled Cheese Sand-

wich and Tomato Soup, Taco
Salad, Sliced Radishes, Brocco-
li Florets, Cauliflower, Choice
of Fruit

Mar 23: Crispy Corn Dog, Ital-
ian Meatball Sub, Calico Bean
Bake, Baby Carrots, Cauliflow-
er, Choice of Fruit

Mar 24: Roast Pork and Gravy,
Dinner Rolls, Chicken Tenders,
Dinner Roll, Mashed Potatoes,
Broccoli Florets, Corn, Choice
of Fruit

Mar 25: Chicken Patty on
WG Bun, Honey Mustard Ham
Wrap, Green Beans, Tomato
Wedges, Celery Sticks, Choice

of Fruit
BP Middle

School Lunch
Mar 17: Pulled Pork Na-
chos, Pico de Gallo, Refried
Beans, Pinto Beans, Shredded
Romaine Lettuce, Tomatoes,
Choice of Fruit
Mar 18: Chicken & Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner Rolls,
Spring Corn Salad, Celery
Sticks, Green Pepper Strips,
Choice of Fruit
Mar 19: Rotini with Meatsauce,
Roasted Broccoli, Breadstick,
Broccoli Florets, Baby Carrots,
Diced Beets, Choice of Fruit
Mar 20: Mediterranean Veg-
etable Soup with Cheesy Flat-
bread, Radishes, Broccoli Flo-
rets, Cauliflower, Choice of
Fruit
Mar 23: Italian Meatball Sub,
Calico Bean Bake, Garbanzo
Beans, Baby Carrots, Cauli-
flower, Choice of Fruit
Mar 24: Roast Pork & Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes, Cinnamon
Roll, Corn, Broccoli Florets,
Romaine Lettuce, Choice of
Fruit
Mar 25: Cheesy Pizza Bake,
Green Beans, Garlic Toast,
Sliced Radishes, Tomato Wedg-
es, Celery Sticks, Choice of
Fruit

BP High

School Breakfast
Mar 17: Fruit Yogurt w/Gra-
ham Crackers, Vegetable Se-
lection, Choice of Fruit/Juice,
Milk
Mar 18: WG Strawberry Ce-
real Bar, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit/Juice, Milk
Mar 19: Sliced Radishes, To-
mato Wedges, Celery Sticks,
Choice of Fruit
Mar 20: WG Bagel w/Cream
Cheese, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit/Juice, Milk
Mar 23: Banana Chocolate
Chip Bread (or Blueberry
Loaf), Hard Boiled Egg, Vege-

table Selection, Choice of Fruit/
Juice, Milk

Mar 24: Yogurt Parfait w/
Homemade Granola, Vegeta-
ble Selection, Choice of Fruit/
Juice, Milk

Mar 25: WG Pop-Tart, Cheese

Stick, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit/Juice, Milk
BP High
School Lunch

Mar 17: Pulled Pork Na-
chos, Pico de Gallo, Refried
Beans, Pinto Beans, Shredded
Romaine Lettuce, Tomatoes,
Choice of Fruit

Mar 18: Chicken & Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner Rolls,
Spring Corn Salad, Celery
Sticks, Green Pepper Strips,
Choice of Fruit

Mar 19: Rotini with Meatsauce,
Roasted Broccoli, Breadstick,
Broccoli Florets, Baby Carrots,
Diced Beets, Choice of Fruit
Mar 20: Mediterranean Veg-
etable Soup with Cheesy Flat-
bread, Sliced Radishes, Brocco-
li Florets, Cauliflower, Choice
of Fruit

Mar 23: Italian Meatball Sub,
Calico Bean Bake, Garbanzo
Beans, Baby Carrots, Cauli-
flower, Choice of Fruit

Mar 24: Roast Pork & Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes, Cinnamon
Roll, Corn, Broccoli Florets,
Romaine Lettuce, Choice of
Fruit

Mar 25: Cheesy Pizza Bake,
Green Beans, Garlic Toast,
Sliced Radishes, Tomato Wedg-
es, Celery Sticks, Choice of
Fruit
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Always local, all the time.

Call to place an item
in the Classifieds today:

507-583-4431

GRILLING? Stop in and

[Milestones

Loretta M. Moe, 78, Owa-
tonna, died Sunday, March 15,
2015 at Homestead Hospice
House.

Visitation will be at Aurora
Lutheran Church on Friday,
March 20, one hour prior to the

service. Memorial services will
be held Friday, March 20, at 2
p-m. at Aurora Lutheran Church
with The Reverend Jonathan
Davis officiating.

Feeling Lucky?

Every day in the U.S. 290 people die from
adverse reactions from prescription drugs

Prm’rl'e
Family & Sports
CHIROPRACTIC
&:2_

Schedule an appointment today to
experience the drug-free results of chiropractic.

507-583-2271 or 866-5-DRCHAD

Your body does not have
an aspirin shortage!
Medications merely numb
your nervous system so the
pain doesn’t register, ignoring
the underlying cause. While

~ these approaches may be

. convenient, they can cause
adverse effects, like kidney
and liver damage. The
chiropractic approach to
better health is to detect,
reduce, and help prevent
nervous system dysfunction,
finding the real reason for
your pain.

344 East Main Street
Blooming Prairie, MN
WWW.DRCHAD.ORG
E-Mail: drchad@drchad.org

BIRTHDAYS AND

pick up our Marinated
e ahk. 1ri-Tips only $8.79 Ib.
w Pown’t forget we make our

Ground Beef daily, and our
Fresh Meat Case has goodies

SEE YOU
i to choose from,(ex: Steaks,
SOON" o%:l(;sdes ar:;“ (Hfz(es;esejl s

104 E. Main St. e Geneva, MN ¢ 507-256-002%
www.deanssmokeshack.com

POES THEIRS 1,
OWE YOU ‘

Use the IRS e-file and get your tax
refund in half the time it usually takes.
Even faster with Direct Deposit!

IRS e-file is simple and secure
There’s quick proof your return is accepted,
and it’s so accurate, there’s less chance

you’ll get a letter from the IRS.

To find out more, see your tax
professional or look in your tax booklet.

Vi & Dot 2

]
"eg? . A
Cammitted ta awv clients,
; N i 1
,zmuu/mq cansistent, efficient and prampl sewvice.

www.irs.ustreas.gov
Certified Public Accountants

314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
1-888-933-6828 * 507-583-7528
Fax: 507-583-2389

Shannon Cochlin,
Olivia Trotman, Mary Ramsey

March 19
Karen Pirkl

March 20
Sandy A. Christianson,
Tom Walters, Johnathan
Manges, Pat Noble,
Dillon Easton

March 21
Jackie Olson,
Esther Hansen, Jan Anderson,
Dwayne Gross, Calla Staads,
Mary Ann Betlach, Pam Farr,
Gordan Hjelman, Sue Rossow,
Joe Hjelman

ANNIVERSARIES
March 17 March 22

Landon Allison, Brady Johnson,
Isabel Lindeman, Jeanine Humphrey,
Erik Anderson Kevin Christianson,

Tom Donnelly,

March 18 Dustin Hensrud,

Mary J. Olson, Kristi Schwake

Milestones is sponsored by:

March 23
Amy Johns, Bob Becker,
Kelsey Wolf, Blake Symes,
Katie Wolf, Karen Thoen

Anniversaries
March 17
John and Barb Stenzel
Chip and Pat Decker

March 19
Jessie and Aaron Christianson

March 20
Larry and Geraldine Wurst

est kept¢ secret!

Deli Sandwiches Daily

ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Specials

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

The Bakery

Main Street *» Blooming Prairie * 583-4433

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef




Steele County Times « Tuesday, March 17, 2015 - 7A

Area Church Spotlight

Ellendale United Methodist Church

prayer.

K

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Minimizer
(§ |

www.minimizer.com

800-248-3855

Blooming Prairie

ELOOR:
TECH

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

CON TF;AC TING CORPORATION

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Garlick’s Water
Conditioning

Sales ¢ Service * Rentals * Leasing

< Kinetico

home water systems

800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

oster’s
/ |CAR _KORNER_

FOR THAT HOMETOWN
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

REALIFE

COOPERATIVE

CREPRYE

Vibrant Living For
Individuals 55 & Older
at a Reasonable Price

Call Jon Arnett @

455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna

KERNEL

Restaurant

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585

www.kernelrestaurant.com

TSTEELE CouNTY
imes

Always local, all the time.

411 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie, MN

507-583-4431

In my last article, I spoke about prayer
and what it is. I then ended the article with,
“What shall we say?”

Sometimes, it is hard to know where
to start and what to say when it comes to

Because of this common struggle, our
church is spending some intentional time
during this Lenten season in prayer at the
beginning of each worship service. To
do this, we are using what is called the
A.C.TS. Prayer. It stands for Adoration,
Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication.
When you are struggling to pray, or you
aren’t sure where to start or what to say,
these are suggested steps for praying.

Step 1: Adoration — Begin by giving
praise to God for all that God is — God as
Creator, Lord of All, Loving Parent.

Step 2: Confession — Open up to God
what is on your heart. What have you re-
gretted doing in the past? Where do you
feel stuck in life, not living as you wish
you would? This is an opportunity to let go
of the things we cannot change and hand
them over to God, and an opportunity to
think about the things that we can change,

Pastor’s Corner
A way to pray

them.

Step 3: Thanksgiving — Next, take the
time to say what you are grateful for in
your life. Both the people and things in
your life that give you what you need. Be
sure to also express your thanks for the
grace that God continues to give to all of
us, each and every day.

Step 4: Supplication — Finally, close
your prayers by asking God to help with
the needs of others and yourself. God
wants to hear the needs of God’s people,
so don’t be shy.

This is just one way to pray to God, but
give it a shot. Try this four-step prayer and
see what it does to your prayer life and
your relationship with God.

God has given us the gift of a relation-
ship. In any healthy relationship, both part-
ners have something important to say and
both long to listen to the other. God wants
to hear your voice and what you have to
say to God and God longs to listen.

|8
and to ask for God’s strength in changing

Aurora and Trinity Lutheran Parish

The Rev. Jonathan Davis

Area Church Schedule

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna
Pastor Jonathon Davis
(507) 676-5696
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie
Pastor Jonathon Davis
(507) 633-9331
9 a.m. Sundays. 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor
Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor
(507) 583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com
Services: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Broadcast 8:30 KOWZ, 100.9FM

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope
Pastor Sandy Miller
(507) 451-3854
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School,
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN—LCMS
2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,
the Rev. Gregory Schlicker
(507) 451-4125
www.goodshephardowatonna.com
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 am. &
10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

ST. MICHAEL’S
LUTHERAN—ELCA
30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Minister Dwight DoBell
(507) 567-2474
Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

RED OAK GROVE
LUTHERAN—ELCA
30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin
Pastor Lindsay Stolen
(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
CHURCH—LCMS
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel
(507) 451-2720
www.redeemerowatonna.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH —LCMS
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont
The Rev. Alan Broadwell
(507) 528-2404
sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net
www.peaceclaremont.otshost.org
Services: 6 p.m. Saturday,
10:30 a.m. Sunday
Holy Communion: Saturday evening
service; second, fourth Sundays.
Sunday school and
Confirmation class, 9 a.m.-10:15 a.m.
Students sing during service
the second Sunday of the month.
Adult Bible study,
9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m. Sunday
Wednesday Evening
Lenten Supper and Service.
Supper at 6 p.m. - Free will offering.
Service starts at 7 p.m.
Mid-Week Lenten: Feb. 25,
March 4, 11, 18, and 25

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH—LCMS
28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
The Rev. Ronald Prigge
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
104 First St. S.E., Hayfield
The Rev. Paul Hauschild
(507) 477-2248
www.trinityhayfield.org
Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS

57403 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
(507) 567-2272
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS
202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
(507) 567-2272
Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
106 Third St. S.E., Geneva
Pastor Krisin Venne
(507) 256-4288
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

Z10ON LUTHERAN
CHURCH - ELCA
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer
(507) 451-2165
9 a.m. worship
10 a.m. Sunday school

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—LCMS
108 Third Ave S.W., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser
(507) 451-0447
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday
Education hour: 10 a.m.

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor Patti Meyer
(507) 451-2165
Sunday school: 9:15 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor
Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday
8:15, 9:45 & 11:15 a.m. Sunday

Catholic

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC
Rural Geneva
The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy
(507) 465-8217
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
Hayfield
The Rev. Steve Peterson
(507) 477-2256
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Reconciliation: 10:15 a.m. Sunday

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 First St. SW., New Richland
The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy
(507) 465-8217
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday
and 8 a.m. Sunday.
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
The Rev. Steve Peterson
(507) 583-2784
Reconciliation: 5 p.m. Saturday
Services: 5:15 p.m. Saturday
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday.
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor
The Rev. Brian Sutton,
Parochial Vicar
(507) 451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday
with Children’s Church
Family Faith Formation and First
Communion class after Mass with noon
potluck second Sunday of month.

Confirmation class after Mass second

Sunday of month, and fourth Sunday of

month at 6 p.m.
St. Isidore School - 451-5876,
Preschool-fifth grade:
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com

SACRED HEART CHURCH
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
The Rev. John Sauer; the Rev. Michael
Cronin, Parochial Vicar
(507) 451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday, 7:30 a.m.,
9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. Sunday Spanish
Service: 1 p.m. Sunday

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
515 E. Main St., Hayfield
The Rev. Emmanuel Sylvester
218-695-2641
Mass & Religious Ed: 11 a.m. Sunday

ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna
507-451-4845
Rev. Edward F. McGrath
Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. eve 4 p.m.
8 am., 9:30 am. and 11 a.m.
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. § a.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford
(507) 451-6353
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday
10 a.m. Sunday

CHRIST THE KING PARISH
MEDFORD
SUNDAY MASS: VIGIL SAT. EVE
SP.M,, 10 A.M.
MONDAY DAILY MASS: 9 A.M.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfield
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m.
Easter thru Christmas
Winter at Christ the King, Medford

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Medford

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23)

Pastor Cindy Kennedy
(507) 835-8726
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena
(507) 684-2731
www.ellendaleume.org
Summer services: 9 a.m. Sunday

our advertising specialists at 507-583-4431

Non-Denominational

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH
30 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Aaron de Neui
(507) 477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH
Moving/Meet at
Comfort Inn
Pastor Doug
(507) 363-3099
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Children’s Zone: 10:30 a.m.

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna
Pastor Scott Peterson
(507) 213-9194
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatanna Campus
422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson
507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie
Dennis Martin
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216
Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. N.W., Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner
(507) 433-9042
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m.

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
109 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen
(507) 477-2631
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH
2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna
Pastor Robert Brauer
(507) 340-7143
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

ucc

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED

CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
Pastor Louise Bender

(507) 451-4596
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt
(507) 684-3421
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
104 First Ave. N.E.,
Blooming Prairie
Pastor Matt Fennell
(507) 583-2673
Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

If you would like to advertise on this page contact

LERBERG’S
FITNESS
CENTER

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

First State Bank of Red Wing
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Set in stone: Students build trus

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

For 11 years members of the Bloom-
ing Prairie cross-country team have
provided 40 man-hours a year to assist
farmers in picking rocks out of fields. It
is an effort to assist the Blooming Prai-
rie Education Foundation in its annual
auction.

“The education foundation helps the
kids in so many different ways,” said
John Bruns, the school’s cross-country
coach. “This is a good way to give back
to that.”

Each year the students’ services are
auctioned to the highest bidder. The
farmers then contact Bruns, and he
gathers as many as eight to 12 students
to go into the field. Last year more than
$80,000 was raised for the youth.

“It is pretty time-consuming work,
pretty intensive depending on the
field,” Bruns said. ““We can usually take
care of one field.”

Sue Zwiener, who has helped orga-

WHAT’S NEXT

What: 12" annual Blooming Prairie
Education Foundation Silent and
Live auctions

When: March 28; the silent auction
runs from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Pizza
Cellar. The live auction will follow at
6 p.m. in the Blooming Prairie Cue
Company.

nize the event for 11 years, said it is a
clever idea.

“The money spent to do it is now be-
ing donated to the education founda-
tion,” she said. “It is something the high
school kids can do for the auction.”

It usually costs farmers about $500 to
hire out for rock picking.

Bruns said he uses the activity as a
team-building project.

“Some have done quite a bit of it and
know what they are doing,” he said.
“Some of the others have never done it
nor have any idea. At the end, they see

what it is all about.”

The team-building part comes be-
cause all of the youth are working to-
gether, getting along with one another,
talking to one another.

“It is a good way to get the kids to-
gether and do something positive,”
Bruns said.

What Bruns finds interesting is that
either the youth will pick up every rock
or try to find the biggest one in the field.

“They want to have the honor of pull-
ing that monster rock out,” he said.

What he hopes the students take from
the venture is an appreciation for hard
work.

“They are realizing that this is peo-
ple’s livelihood, too,” he said. “They
have a definite appreciation for what
people do.”

He said the young people really enjoy
the work and the camaraderie.

“The cross-country team is a close-
knit group,” Bruns said. “They think of
this as a fun activity, but it is really a
team-building activity.”

t by pickig rocks

Submitted photo
Blooming Prairie cross-country team members pose in front of one rock they
certainly couldn’t move. Team members pick rocks out of fields as part of the
annual Blooming Prairie Education Foundation auction.

DNR CRACKDOWN

Continued from Page 1A

dropping since 2000. Westfield
Township is located in south-
ern Dodge County just east of
Blooming Prairie.

The resident said he was re-
ferred to the DNR because he got
no results with county agencies.
A team from the DNR showed
up a few weeks ago to find out
why the water level in the man’s
private well keeps dropping.

“My well is going dry,” the
resident said. “There is too much
local usage.”

He said a local well compa-
ny told him that the culprit of
the decreasing water levels is
feedlots, namely large hog op-
erations in the area. Since 2000,
feedlot operators have built new
facilities for more than 30,000
hogs within a 2-mile radius of
his home.

“We’re going to find out if I
have a bad well or if the water
usage has increased too much,”
the resident said.

The DNR has vowed to test
all wells within a 2-mile radius
of the man’s home. And that has

created some unwanted tensions
the man would rather not deal
with. In fact, it’s the reason why
he doesn’t want to be publicly
identified at this time.

“It’s like throwing gas on fire,”
the man said. “People are not too
happy to have their wells tested.
They feel threatened. The DNR
has a lot of authority they don’t
want to get tangled up with.”

There are 234 registered feed-
lots in Dodge County, according
to feedlot officer Chad Knut-
son. The largest facility con-
tains 2,240 head of cattle in the
northeastern part of the county,
he said.

Going into the DNR’s com-
pliance sweep, only six Dodge
County feedlots currently hold
water appropriation permits,
according to Dan Girolamo, a
DNR supervisor in Waterville
who is heading up the crack-
down.

Feedlots utilizing more than
10,000 gallons per day or 1 mil-
lion gallons of water each year
must have a permit, Girolamo

12th Annual

. EDUCATION FOUNDATION

said. Operations that have more
than 2,000 animals would con-
sume from 2.6 million to 3.5
million gallons of water a year,
based on DNR estimates.

“We’re going to work with
county feedlot officers to iden-
tify operators that exceed the
threshold,” Girolamo said, not-
ing he fully expects to find oper-
ators who are not in compliance.

The DNR recently hired
three new hydrologists, allow-
ing the farm well sweep across
southern Minnesota. This is the
organization’s first big project.
Girolamo noted that the DNR
plans to broaden the sweep to
other counties, including Steele
and Mower, most likely later
this year.

In his three years with the
DNR, Girolamo said there has
never been a compliance sweep
done.

Said Girolamo of the crack-
down: “We’re tasked with im-
plementing Minnesota’s water
laws. To not do that is not doing
our job.”
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HELPING STUDENTS FROM PRESCHOOL TO GRADUATION!

He said the DNR’s primary
concern is to protect ground-
water resources. “We’re moni-
toring the water supply, which
is a public resource,” Girolamo
said, adding some people take
groundwater  resources  for
granted, but it has limits.

“We all need water and we
need to protect that resource,”
Girolamo said. “It’s not end-
less.”

This initiative comes at a time
when DNR Commissioner Tom
Landwehr has expressed wider
concerns that Minnesota needs
to do a better job of conserv-
ing and protecting groundwater
against growing farm and mu-
nicipal demands.

Feedlot operators wishing
to become compliant can do
so by utilizing the Minnesota
Permitting and Reporting Sys-
tem, which is available online
through the DNR’s website.

Dodge County’s feedlot offi-
cer appreciates the efforts of the
DNR. “T think it’s good to track
water usage,” Knutson said.
“It’s good to know how much
these facilities are using.”

For some Westfield Town-
ship residents, the DNR’s efforts
can’t come soon enough. They
want their water pressure back
to what it used to be without bat-
tling heated tensions displayed
by some feedlot operators.

“I’ve had some intimidation,”
the unidentified resident said.
“It’s not pleasant out here any
more. I don’t like to live this

LOST AND FOUND

Continued from Page 1A

with no sign of Chelsea.

“We were all hoping and
praying she would find her
way to Hope, but she went
east,” Pastor Miller said.

The next afternoon a
neighbor called KRFO-Radio
reporting a sighting of Chelsea
on 38th Avenue near Bixby. “I
drove out there, but couldn’t
find her,” Jensen said.

Another call came in a
short time later that Chel-
sea had been spotted on
38th Avenue east of Aurora
church. Once he got into the
area, Jensen found a couple
pick-ups parked on the road
with nobody around them
within a half mile of each
other. He saw someone by
a shed located near by.

At last Chelsea had
been found—trapped by
strangers in the shed.

“She was so shook
up and disoriented that
she wouldn’t even come
to me,” Jensen said.

Jensen and the strangers
who corralled Chelsea into
the shed tried desperately
for about an hour to capture
her. She was trapped under a
camper and Jensen crawled
underneath in an attempt to
reunite with his pride and
joy. But it wasn’t easy.

Chelsea snapped and
tried to bite Jensen. “She
was being offensive,” he
said, noting it was totally
out of character for her.

Finally Jensen grabbed a

Residents of Westfield Township

for re-electing me as your township
supervisor. I'd also like to thank those
who campaigned for me.

Paul Fiebiger

hold of her collar and made
every effort to calm her down
by petting and talking to her.
Chelsea then realized it was
her owner and after being on
the run for three days, the two
were reunited once again.

“She was just so trauma-
tized that she wouldn’t even
come to Steve,” Pastor Miller
said. “Once he touched her,
it was all good again.”

Added Jensen: “I couldn’t
believe that we found her after
all that time. I think she was
scared and disoriented from all
the commotion (at the fire).”

By the time Chelsea was
captured, she had been on
the run for 12 miles and
survived a couple sub-
zero nights. Jensen said he
is convinced she was trying
to find her way back home.

After the successful rescue,
Chelsea was taken to Heart-
land Animal Hospital in Owa-
tonna to be checked over. She
received a clean bill of health.

Jensen says there is no
doubt he would have been
heartbroken had Chelsea
never been found. “I’m just
thankful we found her,”
he said. “I want to thank
everyone for helping.”

Pastor Miller said Jensen is
drawing on a lot of strength
from the church. “It has been
a real blessing to see the
church in action,” she said.

“It was certainly a happy
ending to a long day and
a sign of hope in a very
tough week for both Steve
and Chelsea,” Miller said.
“We give all thanks to
God for his love and grace
shown through so many.”

Jensen and Chelsea have
been staying with his par-
ents in Medford and plan
to have temporary housing
this week. Jensen plans to
rebuild his house in Hope.

The church is plan-
ning a benefit for Jensen
in May, though no details
have been worked out.

Though he lost his house
and all his belongings,
Jensen feels like a lucky
person. He survived the
fire and he’s been reunited
with the love of his life.

Miikers; Lawn Sewwvice;

Mike Woslager < Full Lawn Care
507-259-8698 - 507-477-3390
P.O. Box 1061 -

Commercial or Residential Offer
Season Contracts or Per Time
SPRING LAWN SERVICE INCLUDES:

|f Mowing,Power Raking,Aeration,
Weed Control, Fertilization and Full Landscaping.

m.lﬂ_ M
¢ 10% off

Expires April 30, 2015

“We will do your lawn the way you want it.”

when you prepay for
Spring Clean Up.

Hayfield
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LeMar Nelson

Spring is here?

Spring and fall have always
been my favorite seasons of
the year - fall because it puts a
cap on another summer, and the
heat index goes down consider-
ably. Farmers harvest the crops
and ready the soil for another
planting season, and waterfowl
and other flying creatures head
down asouth to escape another
cold northern winter.

Spring, on the other hand, sig-
nals a rebirth of both plants and
animals. Spring sports occupy
the local high school sched-
ule, farmers wait eagerly, and
sometimes impatiently, to enter
the field for planting; and trees,
flowers and lawn grass come to
life and offer a fresh green ap-
pearance to onlookers.

Unfortunately, because of a
lack of snow over the winter and
no moisture so far this spring,
the threat of a summer drought
has already crept into the minds
of farmers and all other resi-
dents. It is too early to make any
kind of predictions, but I think
most people get nervous about
the present weather patterns.

Most of us have heralded the
unusually early warm weather
with joy over the end of a long,
cold winter. The drawback
comes because that warmer
spring temps also advance the
concept of a warm, dry summer.
We can hope that is not the case
as March turns to April, and the
spring-like weather continues.

A brief respite

All of the spring sports teams
are now in practice after they all
began practice either last week
or Monday. It is way too soon
for any predictions on success
or lack of, but the Times staff
is busy preparing ads, previews
and schedules for our big spring
sports tab, which will be pub-
lished in the April 7 issue of the
paper.

Staff photographers are try-
ing to get all squad pictures
taken before deadline (not an
easy task, believe me), and
sports editor James Knoop and
I are pushing coaches for their
preview information so that we
can get all the articles written
for the layout personnel. As of
last weekend, I already had half
dozen returns from coaches, and
my one-finger typing skills are
really getting a workout now. |
just hope the finished product is
worth all the effort, and readers
are satisfied with the tab when it
is released.

Another active
weekend

Two events over the last
weekend provided a great deal
of entertainment to area resi-
dents. The 12th annual FFA Toy
Show, sponsored by Express
Pressure Washer, drew a large
crowd of interested patrons of
toys and miniature replicas of
farm machinery new and old.
The display area seemed to be
busy and active most of the day,
and a number of items went to
avid buyers. The young and the
young at heart all enjoyed the
day.

Last Saturday evening, a
murder mystery at the local
Servicemen’s Club was the fo-
cal point of an investigation, at
which time the mystery eventu-
ally was solved. This type of
entertainment was a first for the
local club, although other com-
munities have offered similar
programs in the last few years. |
think everyone attending agreed
that, except for a glitch in the
food service, it was a very enter-
taining and enjoyable evening.
The cast of characters in the play

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued on Page 2B
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New owners prepare for season at Chateau Raceway

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Races return to the Chateau
Raceway on April 10, but the
track will have new owners at
the helm.

Craig Shaw, owner of CBR
Drilling in Dexter purchased

the track from Darin Toot, and
with the help of his coworker
and business partner, Jesse
Antiporek, the two hope to see
the raceway flourish in years to
come.

While Antiporek hasn’t spent
much time behind the wheel,
Shaw is no stranger to the race-

way.
“I’ve been in racing for quite
a few years,” said Shaw. “I’ve
raced since the mid-90’s. I start-
ed with street stalk, then went
to modified, then dwarf and
back to modified. It’s always
been an interest of mine.”
When Chateau Raceway be-

came available, Shaw’s interest
peaked, and Darin Toot, the for-
mer owner, helped nudge him
in that direction.

“Darin kind of threw the idea
out at me a couple times, and
once I showed a little interest,
he was pretty persistent,” said
Shaw. “So, we ended up meet-

ing and one thing led to anoth-
er.”

With the new ownership,
Shaw hopes to maintain the

level of excellence the track has

RACEWAY
Continued on Page 4B

BLooMING PRAIRIE GIRLS BASKETBALL

Goach reflects on season and career

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

Longevity in any career is
admired. In sports longevity is
a rather rare attribute. Imag-
ine then two Blooming Prairie
senior girls who have not only
fashioned a remarkable 105
game career, but have done it
without missing even one con-
test.

Taylor Hagen and Madison
Worke have accomplished that
amazing statistic, having been
starters on the basketball team
all four years of high school.

Coach John Worke recog-
nized this feat, as well as other
fine performances at the an-
nual awards program held
Sunday, March 15, at the local
high school. The careers of the
two dominating performances
earned them Co-MVP honors
for the 2015 basketball season.

As Worke commented, “We
were hoping that this year
would be the one to take us to
state, but it just wasn’t to be.
However, we captured the con-
ference for the first time since
2008, by running through the
league undefeated, and the team
compiled the third best season
in school history with the 22-4
overall record. Not too shabby.”

Thirteen girls earned their
Blossoms letters this past
season, Hagen, Worke, Ka-
lyn Naatz, and Kaci Gwilt all
earned All-Conference honors
and Hannah Ahrens received an
Honorable Mention All-Con-
ference. Eight members of the
team made the All-Conference
academic team, and Tessa Iv-
ers, Macaela Jensen, Hagen and
Worke also made the Academic
All-State team. Gwilt, Hagen

Staff photo by James Knoop

The Blooming Prairie Awesome Blossoms went undefeated in its league, winning the conference title and massing 22 victories.
Taylor Hagen and Madison worke hit new records in points, assists, steals and rebounds.

and Worke all were named to
the KRFO Team of the Week,
and Gwilt earned Most Im-
proved Player.

For the season, Hagen led
all scorers with 425 points, fol-
lowed by Worke at 396. Gwilt
and Naatz had 149 and 142 re-
spectively. Hagen pulled down
244 rebounds, Hannah Ahrens
had 105 and Naatz and Nicole
Inwards had 100 each. Hagen
set a new block record with 77
and Worke totaled 112 steals

and 100 assists. Hagen and
Gwilt added 68 and 53 steals,
respectively.

Hagen and Worke set several
season and career marks. Ha-
gen’s 425 points rank first in the
records, and Worke is third with
396. Worke set a single season
mark with 112 steals, ranked
second in free throw percentage
at 81.4, and third in assist ast
100. Hagen also ranked second
in season rebounds.

Hagen set a new record in

scoring with 1,551 points, and
Worke ranks second with 1,217
points. Worke set a new assist
record with 300 total and steal
record with 288. Hagen now
leads the rebounders with 914
boards.

In his final remarks to the
team, Coach Worke responded,
“I want to thank you all for your
commitment and dedication to
the basketball program. I have
coached now for 22 years, and
I have been involved with this

group for nearly half of that
time. I appreciate that you have
stuck with program and for the
accomplishments of the team.
Thanks.”

One last honor came to the
two senior leaders when the
girls were two of the team’s area
seniors chosen to participate in
the Minnesota Girls Basketball
Coaches Class A All-Star game
on April 10-11. More details on
that contest later.

Racers’ reunion gathers old friends

By TODD NARVESON
Guest Writer

A racing legend himself, Mark
Noble of Blooming Prairie had
an idea that started small and
grew to something much bigger.

“It started a while ago when
Leroy Scharkey had some heart
problems and my dad was sick
also with some different heart
conditions,” explained Noble.
“Talking with Leroy’s family, I
had some old racing movies that
I had come across. I told them
we had these videos and Leroy
was in them. It started that I was
just going to have the Scharkey’s
over to my house to watch the
movies.”

Then the gears started to turn,
and an idea of having a reunion
of sorts to gather racers from
the 1950’s-1970’s started to de-
velop.

“We thought it would be a
good idea to find some of the old
racers and one thing led to an-
other,” surmised Noble. “Thank-
fully Steve Yaggy offered up his

RACERS REUNION
Continued on Page 2B

Paul Tradup’s 1938 Chevrolet which was built by Dave Tradup and Jim Bremner.

Submitted photo
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RACERS’ REUNION

Continued from Page 1B

race shop to have this deal. It
kind of snowballed from there,
and more people got involved
and it grew to this.”

A number of people helped
out to get the ball rolling and
try to spread the word about the
gathering. It turned out to be a
beautiful day for the festivities.
Around 30 drivers came out to
see some of their racing friends
that some had not seen for sev-
eral decades. Dave Tradup
brought a restored version of

his dad, Paul Tradup’s 1938
Chevrolet, Lyle Hinrich’s dis-
played a 1937 Buick that Dave
Noble drove and Bob Steier had
his 1981 Chevy Malibu station
wagon bodied replica of Mert
Williams’ last race car he drove
in 1981.

There were movies shown
all day from days gone by and
a number of tables with racing
memorabilia that were on dis-
play for everyone to walk down
memory lane with.

Around 300 people came to
mingle with the racing legends
and exchange stories of the glo-
ry years of stock car racing in
this area.

Some of the drivers that were
there included Larry Fleener,
Clyde Hinrichs, Fred Prudoehl,
Jim Bloom, Dave Noble, Ken
Correy, Ron Kester, Ron Ross,
Steve Sorensen, Phil Prusak,
Lyle Hinrichs, Gary Doelle,
Mike Fitzpatrick, Paul Fitz-

patrick, Leroy Scharkey, Mert

Williams, John Swanson, Keith
Kruger, Dick Sorensen, Elmer
Duellman, George Enright, Jer-
ry Boumeester, Terry Hansen,
Ron Quamme, Dave Tradup and
Bob Steier.

The drivers were gathered for
a group picture and Mark Noble
along with Todd Narveson con-
ducted an impromptu introduc-
tion and interview session that
the people attending thoroughly
enjoyed.

A big thank you to the people

that helped goes out to Mark
and Becky Noble, The Scharkey
family, Steve and Carol Yaggy,
Mike and Elaine Sorensen, Bai-
er’s Engine Service, Becher’s
Napa Auto Parts, Deer Creek
Speedway, Ron’s Auto Repair,
Buck Monson and Yaeger Im-
plement.

Noble expressed with happi-
ness how the day turned out.

“I think everyone had a good
time and that is what this was all
about. We had good food and

good entertainment. I know my
dad enjoyed it, and it was a very
good day. Everyone seemed to
enjoy themselves.”

Talk and ideas are already be-
ing discussed for a possible sec-
ond annual event next spring.
This reunion was thrown to-
gether in a short period of time
so next year’s reunion should be
even bigger and better.

1. Epic Contracting

2. F & M Bank

3. Kosters’ Car Korner
4. J & H Liquors/DQ

TEAM STATS

INDIVIDUAL STATS

High Game
1. Joann Nielsen, 167
2. Becky Noble, 166

High Series
1. Joann Nielsen, 486
2. Becky Noble, 419

Ladies Bowling League

TEAM STANDINGS (as of March 11)

High team (Scratch) F & M Bank, 2040
High team (handicap) Kosters’ Car Korner, 1988

Wins Losses
24 8
16 16
13 19
11 21

OUTSIDE THE LINES
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had fun in presenting the action,
and the enthusiasm and curiosity
of the audience contributed to
the ambience and excitement of

&)

€

Dave Noble’s 1937 Buick which he has raced in competition.

Submitte photo

discovering the culprit in the
mystery.

I don’t think anyone really
cared who the murderer was, al-
though it was unique in that only
one table of the 16 in the din-
ing room put the clues together
to name the guilty character. It
was just a very fun evening, and
credit goes to the cast of char-

acters and to Kari Bottin for her
direction of the play.

I would guess that even John
Rumpza himself is ready to start
new adventures, but the Owa-
tonna paper published its area
boys’ basketball area team, and
Rumpza was an easy choice
for one of the positions. Spen-
cer Tollefson (the Player of the

Year) and Oakley Baker made
the team from NRHEG, Dexter
Leer was Owatonna’s pick, and
Luke Peterson was named from
Medford.

Rumpza fiinished his basket-
ball career at BPHS with 2,108
total points, about four assists a
game and the blocks leader as
well. Mitchell Jones, Anthony

Nelson, Jake Decker and Scott
Romeo all earned Honorable
Mentions for the Blossoms. A
last tip of the hat to the local
basketball boys for an interest-
ing and successful season.

An item in a church bulletin
probably needs some explana-
tion- “Remember how Jesus
compared his kingdom to a trea-

AREA SPORTS

These businesses are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded countywide sports coverage. We wish our
local sports teams the best success throughout the season. Go Blossoms. Go Panthers. Go Tigers. Go Huskies!

surer in a field?”
Think spring, and we’ll talk
again.

We got
you covered
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Furnaces, Air Conditioners, Air Exchangers
New Construction, Finishes & Remodels

FACTORY AUTHORIZED

INSTALLATION & SERVICE

507-451-6388

Blooming Prairie  907-583-71971 | I{iyAL:EHNY Galabrling 25 yoors
A Deml ﬂYORK McCabe Motors
BTN & AR CONDTONIG McCabe Rental

Check Out Our Inventory at
www.mccabemotors.com

Rent from us: Cars ¢ SUV’s
7, 8,9, 12 & 15 Passenger Vans

507-444-9494 425 18th Street SE ¢ Owatonna

“Your One Stop Logo Shop”
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Misgen Auto

Relax. It's

Les3 Than Excited
About A Trip To The Dentist?

Main Street Dental!

507-455-1000

507-563-2141

507-536-7700

507-463-0502

507-720-0250

1170 E. Frontage Rd * Owatonna
405 E. Main St « Blooming Prairie
3110 Wellner Drive NE ¢ Rochester
132 N. Broadway * New Richland

287 St. Andrews Drive * Mankato

Morgan’s Meat Market

* Full Service Retail Meat &

Deli Meat Counter
* Wild Game Processing
+ Custom Processing &
Butchering Services

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH ) (Beef, Pork, Lamb, Goat)
Ellendale - 507-684-2140 Main Street Dental Clinics | - Py N O Y O o

Large Selection & Low Prices  OPEN
Right To Your Door! 24 HOURS

* Grass seed - Large or small amounts

* Lawn Fertilizer - 50 Ib. bags

* Professional Grade Vinyl Edging —
$12.00/20 feet includes 3 stakes and connectors

¢ Bring In/E-mail Pictures - let us help you design your
Do-it-yourself project

* Professional Grade Typar and Plastic

* Sod sold by the roll — Fresh cut locally. Delivery available.

Located on the I-35 W. Frontage Rd. between Cabela’s & Medford Outlet Center

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 « www.cashwise.com
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in the future

Medford Branch
507-451-2122
We are proud to be a
5-Star Community Bank!

Flrst State Bank of Red Wing

www.fsbredwing.com
RED WING
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507-451-9605 - E-mail: nagelsnursery@hotmail.com « www.nagelsnursery.com




Sheriff completes FBI leadership course

By RICK BUSSLER

Publisher

focused on leading command staff
with on-going change, according to

Thiele.

It has been back to classroom for Steele
County’s top cop who just completed an
intensive FBI leadership course.

As part of the course, Sheriff Lon Thiele
completed three different institutes, in-
cluding supervisor leadership, command
leadership and executive leadership. For
his efforts, Thicle has been awarded the
FBI-LEEDA’s Trilogy Award. LEEDA is
Law Enforcement Executive Development

Association.

The course was held at three different
times throughout the past year with the
most recent one completed the week of
March 6 in Alamosa, Colorado. The other
two parts of the course were done in Geor-

gia and Iowa.

“I’ve always been one to keep my skills
crisp,” Thiele said. “I want to make sure |
keep everything as sharp as I can. If you
fail to continue to learn, I feel you will fail
at your role,” he said, adding that such a
mindset will allow him to perform his job
to the best of his ability for residents of

the county.

Thiele said the course provided him
with real life, contemporary and future
strategies and techniques in handling or-

level.

iffs in Minnesota.

ganizational structure. Much of the course

He described the course as a de-
velopment program to not only better
oneself, but as whole for the entire
county. Thiele has found the network-
ing that goes on in courses like these
allows him to get different ideas to
perform public safety on the local

Part of the challenge Thiele has ex-
perienced firsthand in his department
is battling the generation gap amongst
employees. “It’s a whole different
mindset that you get with the genera-
tion gap,” he said, adding he learned
techniques in working with different
generations at the same time.

The course was held for high-rank-
ing law enforcement officials, includ-
ing sheriffs, police chiefs and cap-
tains. Thiele said he learned about the
impact of the course from other sher-

“We’ve got a fantastic group of
deputies,” Thiele said, “And by main-
taining my knowledge of being an ad-
ministrator and leader, it will keep us
focused on performing public safety
to the best that we can.”

Steele County Times + Tuesday, March 17, 2015 - 3B

Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele, right,
received the FBI-LEEDA Trilogy Award on
March 6 in Alamosa, Colorado. The sheriff
completed a three-part leadership course
offered through the FBI over the past
year. Another police executive, left, also
finished the course with Thiele. An FBI
representative is pictured in the middle
presenting the awards.

Submitted photo
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A different kind of
pursuit lands man in jail

A police chase of an ATV has
led to felony charges against an
Owatonna man.

While patrolling the area of
Morehouse Park March 10, a
police officer saw a 4-wheel
ATV exiting the park and
traveling in an erratic manner.
Police said the ATV was accel-
erating quickly, not signaling
turns and neither the driver or
passenger was wearing hel-
mets.

The officer attempted to stop
the ATV, but it rapidly sped up,
causing the officer to lose sight
of it momentarily. When the
ATV was relocated, the officer
noted only one occupant and
then saw a person lying in the
roadway not moving. The offi-
cer provided first aide and de-
termined it was the passenger.

A short time later a man and
woman walked up to the scene.
The man had mud on his shoes,
face and hat, similar to the vic-

tim found
in the road-
way. Police
identified
the man as
the driver
of the ATV.
While
speaking to
the driver,
the officer
smelled a
strong odor of an alcoholic bev-
erage coming from his breath.

Officers later responded to
the driver’s residence where
they found ATV tracks leading
into the garage. Police recov-
ered the ATV.

Police arrested Cody A. Fon-
ner, 20, for felony criminal ve-
hicular operation and fleeing
police in a motor vehicle.

Mayo One flew the 16-year-
old passenger to a Rochester
hospital with non-life threaten-
ing injuries.

o B
Fonner

PoOLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police

March 6

Fraud. A citizen reported being the
victim of a fraud incident in the city at
10:21 a.m.

March 10

Traffic. Officer completed a traffic
stop in the city at 7:07 p.m.

Owatonna Police

March 6

Drunken Driving. At 8:30 p.m., po-
lice arrested a motorist for driving while
intoxicated in the 3900 block of Cabela
Dr. NW.

March 8

Theft. Police issued a citation for a
theft in the 400 block of Hoffman Dr.
NW at 6:22 a.m.

Vandalism. Two incidents of prop-
erty damage were reported during the
day — at 1:22 p.m. in the 200 block of
24th St. NE and at 8:32 p.m. in the 2100
block of Cedar Ave. N.

DWI. At 11:36 p.m., officer arrested
a motorist for DWT in the 100 block of
Pearl St. W.

March 9

Warrant. Police arrested a subject
for an outstanding warrant in the 1100
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 1:06 a.m.

Restraining Order. At 10:30 a.m.,
officer responded to a report of a re-
straining order violation in the 100 block
of 22nd St. NW.

Theft. A citizen reported that his or
her identity had been stolen from the 100
block of Strand Dr. NW at 1:07 p.m.

Crash. Police responded to a motor
vehicle accident resulting in property
damage in the 300 block of School St.
E. at 3:38 p.m.

Weapons. At 5:11 p.m., officers re-
sponded to the 1700 block of Hemlock
Ave. NE for a report of shots being fired.
They arrested a subject at the scene.

March 10

Vandalism. Police received multiple
vandalism reports throughout the day,
including in the 1800 block of Cedar
Ave. S. at 5:37 a.m., in the 200 block of
Broadway St. E. at 5:05 p.m. and in the
200 block of Northview St. SW at 7:17
p.m.

Restraining Order. An order for pro-
tection was violated in the 800 block of
School St. E. at 5:14 p.m.

Shoplifting. At 6:40 p.m., officer is-
sued a citation for shoplifting in the 1400
block of 21st Ave. NW.

Crash. Paramedics and officers re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident re-
sulting in injuries at Linn Ave. SW and
Mann St. SW at 6:41 p.m.

March 11

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash re-
sulting in property damage occurred in
the 600 block of Hilltop Ave. SW at 8:53
a.m.

Stop Arm. A bus driver reported a
stop arm violation at Allan Ave. SW and
Young Dr. NW at 9:49 a.m.

Warrant. Officer made a warrant ar-
rest at 4:09 p.m. in the 200 block of Main
St. E.

Theft. At 6:34 p.m., officer took a
theft report in the 1700 block of Cedar
Valley Dr. NW.

March 12

Child Protection. Police received
a child protection report from the 200
block of Pearl St. E. at 7:54 a.m.

Shoplifting. Officer responded to a
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 866-878-7964

If you have information about
any crimes in Steele County,
call the sheriff’s tipline.
You may remain anonymous.

shoplifting incident in the 1400 block of
21st Ave. NW at 12:49 p.m.

Warrant. At 1:47 p.m., officer arrest-
ed a subject for an outstanding warrant
in the 100 block of Landmark Dr. NE.

Mental Health. Officer took a mental
health report in the 500 block of 15th St.
NE at 3:23 p.m.

Assist. Police assisted another agency
with arresting an adult in the 400 block
of Cedar Ave. N. at 4:12 p.m.

Steele County Sheriff

March 7

Drunken Driving. Deputies made a
DWTI arrest on Hwy. 14 W. at mile mark-
er 171 at 1:05 a.m.

March 8

DWI. Deputy arrested a motorist for
driving while intoxicated at 24th Ave.
NW and Hoffman Dr. NW at 12:07 a.m.

Probation. A probation violation was
reported at 24th Ave. NW and Hoffman
Dr. NW at 12:55 a.m.

Vandalism. At 4:53 p.m., property
damage was reported on Hwy. 14 W. and
mile marker 170.

March 10

Shoplifting. At 12:07 p.m., deputies
responded to a shoplifting incident in the
6700 block of Frontage Rd. W.

March 11

Burglary. Deputies began an investi-
gation of a burglary in the 4500 block of
County Rd. 45 N. at 12:08 p.m.

Theft. At 5:11 p.m., deputy took theft
report in the 200 block of 4th Ave. W.

March 12

Crash. At 2:42 am., deputies re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident re-
sulting in property damage in the 5200
block of 34th Ave. SE.

Fraud. A citizen reported being the
victim of fraud in the 7300 block of 34th
Ave. SE at 4:59 p.m.

Property Damage. Deputy took a re-
port of vandalism in the 6700 block of
8th St. SW at 4:55 p.m.

PoOLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Olffice
handled 211 complaints for the week of
March 4 — 10. Some of them include:

March 4

Crash. A white truck hit a tree on 1st
Ave. NW in Hayfield at 11:09 a.m. and
then left the scene.

Drug Court. A drug court violation
was reported in the 56100 block of State
Hwy. 56 in West Concord.

Sex Offense. Deputies received infor-
mation regarding a sex offense that oc-
curred in the 20800 block of 600th St. in
Dodge Center at 1:58 p.m.

Crash. A motor vehicle accident in-
volving a bus occurred at Hwy. St. W.
and 6th Ave. NW in Dodge Center at
3:24 p.m.

Assault. A Dodge Center resident re-
ported that his son was hit on the school
bus at 3:50 p.m.

Larceny. Antifreeze was reported
stolen from the Kwik Trip in the 400
block of 2nd Ave. NW in Dodge Center
at 6:22 p.m.

Fire. At 8:07 p.m., deputies respond-
ed to a fire in a bedroom in the 11800
block of 710th St. in Blooming Prairie.
There was smoke, but no flames.

March 5

Fraud. A Dodge Center resident re-
ported being the victim of identity theft
in the 300 block of 3rd Ave. NE at 12:44
p.m.

Domestic. At 2:27 p.m., deputies re-
sponded to a domestic assault in the 100
block of Front St. W. in Claremont.

Minor Consumption. Deputies re-
ceived a report of intoxicated students in
the 800 block of Hwy. St. W. in Dodge
Center at 5:10 p.m.

March 6

Fraud. A fraud incident was reported
in the 16900 block of 739th St. in Hay-
field at 1:09 p.m.

Juvenile. Deputies received a report
of truancy in the 100 block of 6th Ave.
SE in Hayfield at 2:55 p.m.

Child Abuse. At 3:17 p.m., deputies
received an anonymous report of child
neglect in the 200 block of East St. N. in
Claremont. However, deputies were un-
able to find the incident.

Suspicious Activity. At 10:48 p.m.,
deputies found that a screen door was
wide open in the 400 block of Center
Ave. S. in Hayfield.

March 7

Juvenile. A Claremont woman called
deputies at 10:36 a.m. when she received
third hand information about juveniles
drinking inside a trailer with no adults
around.

Mental. At 1:49 p.m., a Claremont
man called deputies rambling about bat-
tles and other nonsense topics.

Vulnerable Adult. Deputy took vul-
nerable adult report in the 300 block of
2nd St. NE in Hayfield.

March 8

Vandalism. At 12:37 p.m., a Clare-
mont resident reported that there was
vandalism in the 100 block of Front St.
W.

March 9

Animal Complaint. Deputies re-
ceived a complaint at 1:12 p.m. of
horses not being fed or watered in the
23200 block of County Hwy. 24 in West
Concord.

March 10

Assist. At 12:10 a.m., deputies as-
sisted with an intoxicated and disorderly
woman in the 600 block of Eugene St.
in West Concord. She was transported to
Detox.

Child Abuse. Deputies began an in-
vestigation of child neglect in the 100
block of 6th Ave. SE in Hayfield at 11:22
a.m.

Sex Offense. At 11:28 a.m., a sex of-
fense was reported in the county.

Narcotics. Deputies made a traffic
stop in the 100 block of Main St. W. in
Dodge Center at 10:52 p.m. Narcotics
was found in the car, and two parties
were arrested.

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were heard in
Steele County District Court the week
of March 2 with Judge Joseph A. Bueltel
presiding:

Tywan T. Clark, 23, Owatonna, pre-
viously appeared and was convicted of
felony sale of three games or more of co-
caine/heroin/meth. Clark was sentenced
to $131 and 48 months in St. Cloud State
Prison.

Chad T. Larson, 37, Coon Rapids,
previously appeared and was convicted
of felony theft. He was sentenced to
$1,460.95, 97 days in county jail, no
contact with victim, do not enter liquor
establishments, no alcohol or controlled
substance use, cognitive skill training,
no possession of firearms and 3 years of
supervised probation.

The following misdemeanors and
petty misdemeanors were heard in Steele
County District Court the week of March
2-6:

Blooming Prairie
Police Department
Cassandra L. Sims, 30, Blooming
Prairie, seat belt, $106.

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Gerrardo O. Anaya, 39, Faribault,
revoked license, $281; Elizabeth 1. Carl-
son, 25, Waseca, seat belt, $106; Larry
A. Coffing, 66, Northfield, seat belt,
$106; Candace Hovland, 46, Albert Lea,
failure to drive in single lane, $131;
Lynsey D. Hullopeter, 37, Owatonna,
speeding, $141; Sharon M. Johnson, 68,
Owatonna, seat belt, $106;

Janelle K. Kirsch, 56, Kasson, speed-
ing, $121; Louisa W. Kujawa, 47,
Mankato, speeding, $131; Patrick J.
Lauderdale, 19, Eden Prairie speeding,
$141; Bryan L. McLaughlin, 36, Eyota,
seat belt, $106; Jesse D. Mickels, 34,
Fairbanks, AK, speeding, $141; An-
drew W. Nibbe, 16, Lake City, speeding,
$281; Maria D. Rivera, 32, Minneapolis,
suspended license, $281;

Corey D. Roemhildt, 36, Waseca, seat
belt, $106; Cole J. Roushar, 28, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $221; Christopher C.
Sirotiak, 28, Cottage Grove, speeding,
$131; Aaron M. Sumption, 34, Owaton-
na, speeding, $121; Zachary R. Wanous,
22, Owatonna, seat belt, $106.

Owatonna Police
Department

Nashid A. Abdul-Zahir, 39, Minne-
apolis, theft, $131 and 10 days in county
jail; Monica A. Bruellman, 31, Owaton-
na, expired license, $181; Christopher L.
Cameron, 27, DWI, $131 and 43 days
in county jail; Clif L. Caron, 18, Owa-
tonna, minor consumption, $181; Donna
L. Centz, 54, Hanover, speeding, $141;
Johnathon W. Coult, 30, Mankato, shop-
lifting, $231; Tracy L. Ellis, 44, Owa-
tonna, stop sign, $131;

Roberto Garcia, 41, Owatonna, no
MN license, $181; Lisa K. Gerdts, 50,
Waseca, DWI, $606, Ignition Interlock,
chemical dependency evaluation, no
alcohol or controlled substance use, do
not enter liquor establishments and 3

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County.
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Veronica Ann Adame- Disorderly Conduct- $1,000 bail

Randy Jack Aguilar- Probation violation DWI- No bond

Rashid M. Ahmed- Third degree Assault- $10,000 bail

Belen Ramos Alaniz- DWI- $12,500 bail

Omar Antonio Alfaro- Minor consumption- $500 bail

Abdisalam Abdi Ali- Controlled substance- $5,000 bail

Abdiwali Isse Ali- Underage consumption- $1,000 bail

Kim Michele Allen- Fifth degree assault- $2,000 bail

Roger William Allen- False info to police and open bottle- $1,500 bail
Juan Ramon Alvarez- Contribute to delinquency of minor- $6,000 bail
Ben E. Ambrose- Open bottle- $181 bail

Andrew David Anderson- traffic- $500 bail

Darren Wayne Anderson- theft by check- $5,000 bail
Darla Sue Andrews- Theft by check- $19,000 bail
Mack Fitzgerald Anthony- Open bottle- $500 bail
Adalit Morales Antonio- First degree drugs- $1 million bail
Andrew Anzaldua- DWI- $1,000 bail

Jose Aquilas- DWI- $12,000 bail

Jorge Alberto Mendez Arias- DWI- no bond
Michael Demond Armstead- DWI- $500 bail
Maria Del Fefugio Arredondo- Theft- $1,000 bail

years of supervised probation; Muna M.
Hassan, 23, Faribault, speeding, $141;
James M. Joachim, 61, Owatonna, fail-
ure to yield right of way, $131; Marlene
R. Johnson, 67, Waseca, shoplifting,
$75, diversion program and 1 year of un-
supervised probation; Megan L. Kiser,
21, Waltham, shoplifting, $185.29; Dan-
iel P. Knutson, 39, Owatonna, expired
tabs, $111;

Ahmed H. Kobeey, 44, Owatonna,
school bus stop sign, $381 and 1 year
of unsupervised probation; Mitchell
L. Patterson, 33, Lakeville, speeding,
$141; Pablo P. Rosales, 24, Owatonna,
revoked license, $281; Jody L. Sjodin-
Gregoire, 46, Owatonna, expired tabs,
$111; Sally K. Storing, 56, Claremont,
speeding, $131; Carlos A. Vera Gutier-
rez, 29, Brooklyn Park, failure to yield
to pedestrian, $181; Gerard F. Wilmes,
50, Waterville, shoplifting, $200 and 1
year of unsupervised probation; Kari M.
Wright, 24, New Richland, no insurance
and suspended license, $481.

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office

Howard W. Bryant, 57, Waseca,
speeding, $141; Jason A. Dalbec, 37,
New Richland, speeding, $141; Ritlu
Gaxiola, 32, Owatonna, invalid license,
$181; William J. Grandgenett, 42, Al-
gona, IA, speeding, $221; James L.
Halvorson, 48, Owatonna, revoked li-
cense, $281; Douglas L. Johanson, 69,
Winnebago, speeding, $141; Taylor A.
Juberien, 20, Waseca, open bottle, $181;
Louis E. Kaufman, 56, Urbandale, 1A,
speeding, $121; Brent A. Langer, 39,
Owatonna, speeding, $121; Phillip E.
Postlewaite, 46, Lakeville,

speeding, $281; Darin L. Reese, 46,
Ellendale, speeding, $141; Allan G.
Routh, 64, Owatonna, speeding, $141;
Paige L. Schienbein, 20, Faribault, stop
sign, $131; Dakota J. Schultz, 18, Med-
ford, careless driving, $181; Mark E.
Stanke, 34, Owatonna, speeding, $141;
Megan E. Stevensen, 19, Owatonna,
possession of Paraphernalia and Mari-
juana, $181;

Brian J. Tollefson, 44, Austin, speed-
ing, $121; Matthew M. Wheeler, 19,
Owatonna, minor consumption, $181;
Steven J. Yankowiak, 53, Claremont,
speeding, $141.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following cases were heard in
Dodge County District Court the week of
March 2 with Judge Jodi L. Williamson
presiding:

Dallas J. Laqua, 20, Steele County
Jail, previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony controlled substance
crime. He was sentenced to 1 year and 1
day in St. Cloud State Prison.

Austin J. Balaban, 21, Steele County
Jail, previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony criminal sexual con-
duct. Balaban was sentenced to 155 days
in county jail, no alcohol or controlled
substance use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, attend sex offender program,
no possession of pornography, maintain
employment, submit to polygraph exam-
inations as directed, obtain permission
to leave the state, no access to Internet
without approval, predatory offender
registration and 25 years of supervised
probation.

Turi A. Kundert, 33, Kasson, previ-
ously appeared and was convicted of

felony controlled substance crime. She
was sentenced to $75, 52 days in county
jail, no alcohol or controlled substance
use, do not enter liquor establishments,
chemical dependency evaluation, main-
tain employment, 100 hours of commu-
nity service and 10 years of supervised
probation.

The following misdemeanors and pet-
ty misdemeanors were heard in Dodge
County District Court the week of March
2-9:

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office

Coty J. Allen, 22, Byron, violation of
drivers’ license restriction — no alcohol
or controlled substance use, no license in
possession and obscured plate violation,
$375 and 1 year of supervised probation;
Jose A. Amaya, 43, Rochester, parking
violation, $32;

Timothy E. Brodman Jr., 30, Fair-
mont, domestic assault, $455, domestic
abuse evaluation and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Luann M. Buechler, 53,
Byron, speeding, $220; Albert D. Ciffra,
53, Dodge Center, parking violation,
$32; Kole D. Delzer, 22, Dodge Center,
careless driving, $280;

Sydne C. Egland, 48, Claremont, dis-
orderly conduct, $180; Virgil D. Evjen,
77, Hayfield, parking violation, $32;
Todd J. Fjerstad, 45, Dodge Center, dis-
orderly conduct, $180 and no trespass-
ing at Rite Buy Liquor Store;

Darien L. Hornes, 32, Owatonna,
suspended license, $280; Siobhan M.
McKee, 22, Hayfield, domestic animal at
large and animal license violation, $120;
Douglas J. Peterson, 51, Kasson, park-
ing violation, $32; Cynthia J. Raymond,
47, Kasson, speeding, $120; Angel Ro-
driguez, 19, Rochester, parking viola-
tion, $32; Terri L. Ryan, 36, Mantorville,
parking violation, $32;

Cole R. Schimek, 17, Stewartville,
speeding, $140; Jessie D. Tolzman, 31,
revoked license and no insurance, $480;
Omar Torres, 36, Austin, DWI, $505,
chemical assessment and 1 year of su-
pervised probation; Courtney B. Wilbur,
33, Kasson, suspended license, $50 and
6 months of unsupervised probation;

Nancy L. Wilmot, 41, Hayfield,
parking violation, $32; Benjamin L.
Winfield, 35, DWI, $1,085, 26 days in
county jail, no alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, chemical assessment and 3 years
of supervised probation.

Kasson Police
Department

Benjamin L. Beck, 20, Kasson, park-
ing violation, $32; Jesse Bromley, 30,
Mantorville, domestic abuse, $980, 3
days in county jail and 2 years of super-
vised probation; Ashley A. Hanson, 31,
St. Paul, parking violation, $32;

Sylvia J. Keller, 46, Claremont, DWI,
$480, chemical assessment and 1 year
of probation; Linda W. Myers, 65, Cla-
remont, parking violation, $32; Melissa
M. Riess, 43, Kasson, failure to yield
right of way, $130; Eric D. Trayler, 22,
Rochester, parking violation, $32.

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Emily L. Drees, 33, Hayfield, seat
belt, $105; Bashir Y. Mohamud, 31,
Rochester, speeding, $220.

‘West Concord
Police Department
Kristen M. Bachman, 33, West Con-
cord, registration violation, $110.
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OWATONNA FOOTBALL

Coach gives back to town that taught him

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Coach Doug Wanous has been
teaching and coaching at Owa-
tonna High School for a long
time - over 20 years, in fact. But
going into his 16th year as an
offensive line coordinator, he is
finally getting recognition.

In October of last vyear,
Wanous was awarded the Butch
Nash award, a token of honor
bestowed on assistant coaches
in the state. Butch Nash, who
passed away in 2005, was the
assistant coach for the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Golden Go-
phers from 1947-1991. He also
played for the Gophers from
1936-1938.

According to Owatonna’s
head football coach, Jeff Wil-
liams, Wanous was definitely
deserving of the reward.

“Butch Nash was a long
time gophers assistant, coach-
ing through five different head
coaches. He was a real stabiliz-
ing force and a class act,” said
Williams. “This award is mean
to honor assistant coach who do
the same thing, and that’s Coach
Wanous.”

“It’s a real honor,” said
Wanous. “There have been four
other wonderful coaches from
Owatonna who have received
the award before me. It’s really
humbling to follow in their foot-
steps.”

Wanous has been follow-
ing those footsteps since his
high school days, when he was
coached by Ed Draheim and
Ken Bey, both of whom won the
Butch Nash award in 1987 and
1984, respectively.

After graduating from Owa-
tonna, Wanous went to Concor-
dia College in Moorhead. After
a couple short coaching stints

RACEWAY

Continued from Page 1B

in the Midwest, Wanous found
himself back in Owatonna in
1993. After several years as the
B squad coach, Wanous found
his niche as an assistant coach,
specifically working with the of-
fensive line, a place he has been
for 15 years.

Although the journey has
provided many victories, one
that shines brightest in Wanous’
memory is taking the Huskies to
the Prep Bowl in the Metrodome
in 2013. It was the school’s
fourth appearance in the dome.
The first time, Doug Wanous
was the starting center. Each of
the first three appearances end-
ed in defeat. In 2013, however,
with Wanous’ son, a senior on
the team, the Huskies defeated
Brainerd to win their first Prep
Bowl.

“It was always a goal of mine
to get those kids into the dome,”
said Wanous. “It was such a life-
changing moment. [ was living
the dream, being able to coach
a game I love in the town that
taught me the game. And to be
able to experience that with my
own son, | think that is every
coach’s dream.”

Things liking helping his team
win big-scale games certainly
help win awards, but it’s the
day-to-day coaching that make
Wanous who he is.

“He has dedicated his life to
football players in Owatonna,”
said Williams. “He puts in so
much time and effort.”

While Wanous is humbled by
the award, he was not shy about
the time and effort he puts into
his team. One major reason for
this is technology.

“Technology is a big change,”
said Wanous. “It can make us
coaches look a lot smart, as we
have access to a lot of game. But
it also requires a lot of time. The

more prepared the kids are, the
better they play, the more suc-
cess they have. It’s a full-time
job.”

Coach Wanous is also known
for his conservative coaching
style and team unity philosophy.

“As an offensive line coach,
my philosophy is that it’s not
about the individual. It’s about
what you do as a unit,” said
Wanous. “We believe in the blue
collar mentality. If the quarter-
back is doing well, the offensive
line is doing their job.”

Williams said the offensive
line has embraced this mentality
with all their hearts.

“What he has built with these
lineman doesn’t make much
sense,” said Williams. “How
many sports’ positions are there
where you are never allowed to
touch the ball? Wanous has de-
veloped pride in those guys.”

Williams expounded that the
offensive line are the only play-
ers who meet before the team
gathers in the locker room after
the game.

“It’s just the blue collar guys,”
said Williams. “No one else is
allowed in that huddle. I have
no idea what is said. And if
one of them is asked for an in-
terview, they will only do it as
a unit. They won’t be singled
out. They know they’re skilled.
They know they’re the core.
(Wanous) built that within the
group. That’s huge.”

“It’s not about the glory,” said
Wanous. “It’s not about the rec-
ognition. It’s about doing the job
right.”

Wanous was quick to point
out the group of coaches sur-
rounding him.

“We’re like a family,”
Wanous.

In this family, Wanous and
Williams are the brothers who

said

get along well, but think much
differerently.

“We’re a pretty good compli-
ment to each other,” said Wil-
liams. “I call the plays, but he
makes suggestions. I’'m more
emotional and go with my gut.
He’s the really logical, rational
type.”

Williams said sometimes he
will go with his gut, but more
often than not, when Wanous
highly recommends a certain
play, it ends in success.

“He has a great ability to see
the next play,” said Williams.
“He’s a great compliment to me
and my personality.”

Wanous is proud of his con-
servative style.

“Some people would say I'm
a pretty conservative coach, be-
cause I like to run. But if you
can run, you’re hard to beat.”

At the end of the day and the
end of each season, it’s not real-
ly the wins and losses that mat-
ter most to Wanous.

“It’s about the relationships -
about teaching the great game
of football. (It’s about) seeing
kids go on to play at the next
level, watching them progress.
The highlight of winning a game
you shouldn’t have because of a
little subtle preparation. Seeing
these gangly sophomores turn
in to good football players and
watching them grow into young
men and raise a family.”

Those are the things that mat-
ter to Wanous.

“I’'m a teacher first,” said
Wanous., “and there is no great-
er profession than teaching and
coaching.

Doug Wanous teaches AP
English and American Literature
classes and is the English De-
partment Coordinator at Owa-
tonna High School.

Submitted photo
Coach Doug Wanous has been with the Owatonna Huskies
football team since 1993. He is currently an assistant coach and
works primarily with the offensive line. He is a Owatonna High
School alumnus and currently serves as the English Department
Coordinator.

seen in previous years.

“We’re hoping to do what
past promoters have done. We
want to give drivers a great
track to run on and give the
fans something to look forward
to coming back to,” said Shaw.
“We want to build long-term re-
lationships.”

Though thrilled with the new
adventure, Shaw said it definite-
ly isn’t something he planned on
doing alone.

“It’s a lot of work to do by
yourself,” said Shaw. “It takes a
couple of people. It’s a big piece
of pie to take on.”

Antiporek stated that since
he’s been working with Shaw
anyways, it seemed like a great
opportunity.

While not much will change
in the first year, Shaw said there
will be a few minor changes.
For one, portta-potties will be
replaced with running-water re-

strooms. Shaw also said some
entrances may be moved.

Shaw wanted to keep some
things a secret, adding that fans
should “come out and see” for
themselves.

Fans will have that opportu-
nity, as the first race begins Fri-
day, April 10 at 7 p.m.

For Shaw and Antiporek, that
date is coming up fast.

“We’re trying to make sure
we’re not leaving anything out,”

said Shaw. “It’s overwhelming.”

Shaw and Antiporek stressed
that the races are definitely a
family event.

“We like to keep it family-
oriented,” said Shaw.

The season will last from
April to early September. More
information can be found at cha-
teauraceway.net or on the “Cha-
teau Raceway” Facebook page.

1ansing, M.

Submitted photo
The first race of the 2015 season will take plcae April 10.

TAX PREP

GUIDE 2015

Claiming a tax deduction for medical and dental expenses

for prescription drugs and insulin qualify. The costs you pay for
insurance premiums for policies that cover medical care qualify.
Travel costs count. You may be able to claim travel costs you
pay for medical care. This includes costs such as public trans-
portation, ambulance service, tolls and parking fees. If you use
your car, you can deduct either the actual costs or the standard
mileage rate for medical travel. The rate is 23.5 cents per mile
for 2014.

that you paid for during the year. However, you can only deduct
the amount that is more than 10 percent of your adjusted gross
income.

Temporary threshold for age 65. If you or your spouse is age
65 or older, the AGI threshold is 7.5 percent of your AGI. This
exception applies through Dec. 31, 2016.

Expenses that qualify. You can include the costs of diagnos-
ing, treating, easing or preventing disease. The costs you pay

Your medical expenses may save you money at tax time, but a
few key rules apply. Here are some tax tips to help you deter-
mine if you can claim a tax deduction:

You must itemize. You can only claim your medical expenses
that you paid for in 2014 if you itemize deductions on your
federal tax return. If you take the standard deduction, you can’t
claim these expenses.

AGI threshold. You include all the qualified medical costs

Money Talk & Taxes

For a name you can trust, call Allyson at The little tax office in the country

ARO ACCOUNTING (One mile west of Blooming Prairie)

Allyson Olson
Cell: 507-391-3738
allyson@aroaccounting.com

507-391-3738
507-845-2763

ITs
SEASON.

Every year the U.S. government issues billions of dollars in tax
refunds. So many billions we're now calling tax season ...

refund season. And nobody gets more of your money back
than H&R Block. Guaranteed.

Personalized Service - Farm, Business, Personal
Hours to Fit Your Schedule - 25+ Years Experience
Lowest Rates in the Area

Call Diana or Paul for Appointments
507-583-2311 ¢ 507-456-6611

FASNT

INCOME TAX, INC.

Two locations
to serve you

217 East Elm Ave - Waseca
32718 State Hwy 13 « Hartland

Put our expertise to work on your refund.

ReiisonalyProfessional Tax
& Accountlng Service

., Tax Preparation
\ -~ & Accounting

4} Services
=
607 East Main St. - PO. Box 756 - Blooming Prairie, MN 5591

Ellen Stebbins Phone: 307-385- 6601
Accountant ~ EA,RAP, ABA 207-585-

- COMPUTERIZED TAX FOR FEDERAL &ALL S

- INDIVIDUAL, FARMS, BUSINESS,
PARTERNSHIP, PAYROLLS & PAYROLL TAX

- CORPORATE & FIDUCIARY ACCOUNTING SE

We offer electronic tax filing (federal & state)
507-437-85 1

204 SW 12th Street, Austin
Locally Owned & Operated - Erik C. Newhouse, CPA - chkbooks Pro Advisor

Fax: 507-58%-2067
®

701 W Oakland, Austin

| |

507-433-4151

Not everyone receives a refund. Based on Maximum Refund Guarantee, see HRBLOCK.COM for
details. OBTP#B13696 ©2014 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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[ Foreclosure ]

14-098978

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that
default has occurred in the condi-
tions of the following described mort-

gage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: December
20, 2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $116,430.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Antony M. Cope-
land and Monica M. Copeland, Hus-
band and Wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON
THE MORTGAGE: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.
SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed
January 4, 2011, Steele County
Recorder, as Document Number
A000375808
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:
Lot 17, Block 3, Riverside Addition to
City of Owatonna
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 442 West
Bridge Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-119-0317
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$120,280.70
THAT all pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied with; that
no action or proceeding has been
instituted at law or otherwise to re-
cover the debt secured by said mort-
gage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 14,
2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main Of-
fice, Law Enforcement Center, 204
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN
55060 to pay the debt secured by
said mortgage and taxes, if any, on
said premises and the costs and dis-
bursements, including attorneys fees
allowed by law, subject to redemp-
tion within 6 months from the date
of said sale by the mortgagor(s) the
personal representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is an
owner-occupied, single-family dwell-
ing, unless otherwise provided by
law, the date on or before which the
mortgagor(s) must vacate the prop-
erty, if the mortgage is not reinstated
under section 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under section
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October 14,
2015, or the next business day if Oc-
tober 14, 2015 falls on a Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE MORTGAG-
OR'S PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A
JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDEN-
TIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN
5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: February 16, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A
Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Ste. 200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

2/24,3/3,3/20
3/17,3/24,3/31

[ Foreclosure )

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF

THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY
LAW IS NOT  AFFECTED
BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That
Default has occurred in the conditions
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 11/30/2005
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $ 108,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Heidi Brown and
Shawn Brown, wife and husband
MORTGAGEE: -Mortgage
Electronic  Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Premier
Mortgage Funding, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
12/15/2005 as Document
Number  A000337754 in the
Office of the County Recorder,
Steele County, Minnesota
ASSIGNMENT OF MORTGAGE:

Assigned to U.S. Bank Trust,
N.A., as Trustee for LSF8
Master Participation Trust

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
12/17/2014 as Document
Number  A000400004 in the
Office of the County Recorder,
Steele County, Minnesota
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 14-107-0102

LEGAL
PROPERTY: Lot 2,
Virtue’s Addition to

DESCRIPTION OF
Block 1,
the Village
(now City) of Blooming Prairie,
Steele County, Minnesota.
ABSTRACT PROPERTY
STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 111 West Main Street,
Blooming  Prairie, MN 55917
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Steele
LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR:
Premier Mortgage Funding, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
SERVICER: Caliber Home Loans Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:

1002480-0000199544-8
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
AS OF THE DATE OF THIS
NOTICE: $130,488.42
THAT no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover
the debt secured by said mortgage,
or any part thereof; that there
has been compliance with all pre-
foreclosure notice and acceleration
requirements of said mortgage,
and/or applicable statutes.
PURSUANT to the power of sale
contained in said Mortgage, the
Mortgage will be foreclosed, and
the mortgaged premises will be sold
by the Sheriff of Steele, Minnesota
at public auction as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
04/09/2015 at 10:00 A.M.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele Sheriff’s
Office, 204 E. Pearl, Owatonna, MN
55060to pay the debt then secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any
actually paid by the mortgagee,
on the premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by law.
The time allowed by law for
redemption by said Mortgagor(s)
or Mortgagor’s personal
representatives or assigns is Six
(6) Months from the date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY:
If the mortgage is not reinstated
under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or
redeemed under Minn. Stat.
§580.28, the mortgagor must vacate
the mortgaged property by 11:59
p.m. on 10/09/2015, or the next
business day if 10/09/2015 falls on
a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION
ON MORTGAGE: None
THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS THAT  MORTGAGED
PREMISES = ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: 02/17/2015

U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee
for LSF8 Master Participation Trust,
Mortgagee/Mortgage Assignee

Klatt, Augustine, Sayer, Treinen &
Rastede, P.C., By Brian G. Sayer,
Attorney for Mortgagee/Mortgage

Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, |1A 50703

THIS ISACOMMUNICATION FROM
ADEBT COLLECTORATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

2/17, 2/24, 3/3,
3/10, 3/17, 3/24

[ Foreclosure )

14-096324-FC02

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that
default has occurred in the conditions
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:
November 6, 2009
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $151,020.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Joseph R. Ethen
andAndreal.Ethen,husbandandwife
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.

MIN#: 100103210000575851
LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR

STATED ON THE MORTGAGE: The
Business Bank DBA Prime Mortgage
SERVICER: JPMorgan
Chase Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed November 10, 2009,
Steele  County Recorder, as
Document Number A000367678
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association; Dated: July 13,
2012 filed: July 30, 2012, recorded
as document number A000385897
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY:
West 31 feet of Lot 14 and the East 50
1/2 feet of Lot 15, all in Block 1 in Re-
Plat of Clarke-Chambers Highland
Park Addition to the City of Owatonna,
Minnesota, together with that part of
the vacated alley attributable thereto.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 559 East
Academy St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-136-0115
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THENOTICE: $157,594.70
THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been complied
with; that no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law or otherwise
to recover the debt secured by

said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the above
described property will be sold by
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
April 7, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff’'s Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any,
on said premises and the costs

and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6

months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is
an owner-occupied, single-family
dwelling, unless otherwise provided
by law, the date on or before which
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the
property, if the mortgage is not
reinstated under section 580.30 or
the property is not redeemed under
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on
October 7, 2015, or the next business
day if October 7, 2015 falls on a
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES SECTION  582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES  ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: February 6, 2015
JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association
Assignee of Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste.
200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
Jessica Gonzalez
Foreclosure Assistant
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Rd., Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-831-4060 ext. 3160 Office
847-954-4800 Fax
jegonzalez@LOGS.com
www.zielkeattorneys.com

2/17, 2/24, 3/3,
3/10, 3/17, 3/24

[ Foreclosure ]

15-099372

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mort eé;e:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: January

27,2012

ORIGINAL PRINCIPALAMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $97,465.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Nicholas J
Jacobs, and Nicolette M Jacobs,
Husband and Wife

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR

STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank,

N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed February 2, 2012, Steele

County Recorder, as Document
Number A000382733

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot 3, Block 4, Riverside Addition
to the City of Owatonna.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 216
Highland Ave, Owatonna, MN
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-119-0403
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$95,167.55
THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been
complied with; that no action or
proceeding has been instituted
at law or otherwise to recover the
debt secured by said mortgage,
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
April 21, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's
Main Office, Law Enforcement
Center, 204 Pearl Street East,
Owatonna, MN 55060 to pay
the debt secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any, on
said premises and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6
months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.

IME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate

is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise

rovided by law, the date on or

efore which the mortgagor%s)
must vacate the property, If the
mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property
is not redeemed under section
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October
21, 2015, or the next business
day if October 21, 2015 falls
on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY

THE  MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR

ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES SECTION 582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE

MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

Dated: February 17, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank,
NA Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Ste. 200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3.3,3/10,3/17
3/24,3/31,4/7

[ Estate ]

STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

COUNTY OF STEELE
Court File No 74-PR-15-415

NOTICE AND ORDER OF
HEARING ON PETITION
FOR PROBATE OF WILL
AND APPOINTMENT OF

PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of
Randolph R. Randall,
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is
given that on April 7, 2015, at
10:45 a.m., a hearing will be held
in this Court at 111 East Main
Street, Owatonna, Minnesota,
for the formal probate of an
instrument purporting to be the
Will of the Decedent, dated,
November 14, 2011, ("Will"),
and for the appointment of
Joshua H. Randall, whose
address is 275 19th Street
NE, Owatonna, MN 55060,
as Personal Representative
of the Estate of the Decedent
in an UNSUPERVISED
administration. Any objections
to the petition must be filed with
the Court prior to or raised at
the hearing. If proper and if no
objections are filed or raised,
the Personal Representative will
be appointed with full power to
administer the Estate including
the power to collect all assets,
to pay all legal debts, claims,
taxes and expenses, to sell real
and personal property, and to
do all necessary acts for the
Estate.

Notice is also given that
(subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims
against the Estate are required
to present the claims to the
Personal Representative or to
the Court Administrator within
four months after the date of
this Notice or the claims will be
barred.

BY THE COURT

Karen R. Duncan 2015.02.27
Judge of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner

Eric J. Mattison

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver &
Haberman, PA.

202 N. Cedar Ave.

PO Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 151609
Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: mattison@
owatonnalawyers.com

3/10,3/17

[ Foreclosure )

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: July 31,
2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$227,778.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Kevin P.
Rosell and Patsy B. Rosell,
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc., a California
Corporation n/k/a Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A. successor by merger
to Wells Fargo Home Mortgage,
Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on September 8,
2003 and memorialized upon
Certificate of Title No. 15383
as Document Number T54158
in the Office of the County
Registrar of Titles of Steele
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
None.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot 6, Block 7, Naefke Addition,
City of Owatonna, AND All that
part of Lot Seven (7), Block
Seven (7), in Naefke Addition to
the City of Owatonna, Minnesota,
lying Southerly of a line parallel
with and Eight and One-Half
(8 1/2) feet Northerly from,
measured at Ninety Degrees,
the Southerly line of said Lot
Seven (7); AND Commencing
at the Southeasterly corner of
Lot Seven (7), Block Seven
(7), in Naefke Addition to the
city of Owatonna, Minnesota
thence running Northerly along
the Easterly line of said Lot
7, 22 feet, thence running 90
degrees Westerly to a point on
the Northerly line of Lot 6, Block
7, in Naefke Addition to the
City of Owatonna, Minnesota,
thence running Easterly along
the Northerly line of said Lot 6
to the point of beginning, Steele
County, Minnesota
REGISTERED PROPERTY

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 837 MINNESOTA

AVENUE, OWATONNA, MN
55060

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:

Steele County, Minnesota

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:

$219,050.13

TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR (LENDER):

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage,
Inc., a California Corporation
n/k/a Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
successor by merger to Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER:

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17.188.0706
TRANSACTION AGENT'S
MORTGAGE ID NUMBER
(MERS NUMBER): None

THAT no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law to
recover the debt secured by said
mortgage, or any part thereof;
that there has been compliance
with all pre-foreclosure notice
and acceleration requirements of
said mortgage, and/or applicable
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April
28, 2015 at 10:00 am

PLACE OF SALE: Steele
County Sheriff's office, Law
Enforcement Center, 204

Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
Minnesota to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage and
taxes, if any actually paid by the
mortgagee, on the premises and
the costs and disbursements
allowed by law. The time
allowed by law for redemption by
said mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is six
(6) months from the date of sale.
Unless said mortgage s
reinstated or the property
redeemed, or unless the time
for redemption is reduced by
judicial order, you must vacate
the premises by 11:59 p.m. on
October 28, 2015.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROMFINANCIALOBLIGATION
ON MORTGAGE: None

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY

THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR

ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER

MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.”

Dated: March 5, 2015

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. Mortgagee

SCHILLER & ADAM, P.A.

By: Is/
Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
Sarah J.B. Adam, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.
*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.”
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy
Professional Building
25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(13-4145-FC02)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

3/10,3/17,3/24
3/31,4/7,4/114

Blooming Prairie Township members

The board of the Township would like to thank our
township members for their impressive turnout for voting
on March 10th 2015. We had 142 voters show up to vote
some of those were first time voters. It is wonderful to see
so much support of our local government and a testament
to all the members for caring for the election process.
Basic results were Jerry Wencl 106 votes, Jim O’Connor 32
votes, Doug Krell 111 votes, and TJ Kartes 28 votes, Katie
Zipse 120 votes. Various other names mentioned were Tom
Trotman 3 votes, Trent Kartes 1 vote, Monica Anderson 3
votes, Carmen Krell 1 vote and James Konz 1 vote.

Your Blooming Prairie Township Board
Jerry Wencl, Doug Krell, Robert Haberman,
Katie Zipse & Missy Anderson.

With sincere thanks-

3/17

County.

Public Notice

Lemond Township monthly meetings will be
the 2nd Mondays of every month at 6 p.m.
located at the Lemond Town Hall, Steele

Dale Johnson
Supervisor

Janelle Olson
Clerk

3/17,3/24
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Foreclosure

15-099350

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in the
conditions of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: August 22,
2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $60,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Michelle M.
Walburn and Guy M. Walburn, wife
and husband

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. MIN#: 1002839-0060802028-2
LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED
ON THE MORTGAGE: Premier Bank
SERVICER: CitiMortgage, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed
October 9, 2006, Steele County
Recorder, as Document Number
A000344875

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: CitiMortgage, Inc.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot 2, Block 1, Willow Creek Addition
#2

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1460 Sage
Ln NE, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-488-0102

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $62,001.76
THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been complied
with; that no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law or
otherwise to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 5,
2015, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any,
on said premises and the costs and
disbursements, including attorneys
fees allowed by law, subject to
redemption within 6 months from the
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s)
the personal representatives or
assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is
an owner-occupied, single-family
dwelling, unless otherwise provided
by law, the date on or before which
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the
property, if the mortgage is not
reinstated under section 580.30
or the property is not redeemed
under section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m.
on November 5, 2015, or the next
business day if November 5, 2015
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.
"THE TIME  ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,

MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 6, 2015

CitiMortgage, Inc.
Assignee of Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste.
200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/17,3/24,3/31
4/7,4/14,4/21

Foreclosure

15-099161

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in the
conditions of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
2009

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $225,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Stanley G. Ennis,
An Unmarried Man

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED
ON THE MORTGAGE: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.

SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed May 4, 2009, Steele County

April 23,

Recorder, as Document Number
A000363759
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

All that part of the Southeast
Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 3-107-20
described by: Commencing at the
Northeast corner of said Southeast
Quarter (SE 1/4); thence North 88
degrees 57 minutes West, assumed
bearing, 163.02 feet along the
North line of said Southeast Quarter
(SE1/4); thence South 0 degrees East
196.24 feet parallel with the East
line of said Southeast Quarter (SE
1/4) to the true point of beginning;
thence South 0 degrees East 99 feet
parallel with the East line of said
Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4); thence
North 90 degrees West 128.65 feet
to the East line of Bigelow Avenue;
thence North O degrees 3.5 feet
West 99 feet along the East line of
said Bigelow Avenue; thence North
90 degrees East 128.75 feet to said
true point of beginning.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1735
Bigelow Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060

gravel.

Notice for Gravel Bids

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Blooming
Prairie Township, Steele County, Minnesota, will meet at
the Blooming Prairie Town Hall on April 7, 2015 at 7:00
PM to receive bids for the purchase of hauling 5,000
yards(more or less) of class 5 % crushed gravel delivered
anywhere in Blooming Prairie Township.

Bids must include proof of liability, workers
compensation, equipment, price per yard and location of

Gravel needs to be applied to specified roads by the
deadline of July 1st guaranteed at the time of bidding.
The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids

Jerry Wencl, Chairman
Missy Anderson, Clerk
Blooming Prairie Township

3/10,3/17

benefitted landowners.

attend.

Laura Ihrke
Steele County Auditor

PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE JOINT DITCH #24
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The Joint Ditch #24 Board will hold a Public Hearing
regarding replacement of bridges in Sections 3 and
4 of Meriden Township on Friday, March 20, 2015
at 9:00 a.m. in the Boardroom at the Steele County
Administration Center. At the hearing, the Board will
adopt a final Order directing the replacement of bridges
on the sections stated above and assessment of

The Drainage Authority will also make a decision at
this Hearing regarding whether payment will be ordered
in 10 or 15 year installments with interest.

Landowners and interested parties are welcome to

Tammy Wynkoop
Waseca County
Auditor-Treasurer

3/10,3/17

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-003-2104

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $140,383.78
THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been complied
with; that no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law or
otherwise to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 5,
2015, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any,
on said premises and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 12
months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is
an owner-occupied, single-family
dwelling, unless otherwise provided
by law, the date on or before which
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the
property, if the mortgage is not
reinstated under section 580.30 or
the property is not redeemed under
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on May
5, 2016, or the next business day
if May 5, 2016 falls on a Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday.

"THE
LAW

TIME ALLOWED BY
FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 9, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste.
200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/17,3/24,3/31
4/7,4/14,4/21

Estate

STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No 74-PR-15-471

COUNTY OF STEELE

Estate of
Marcile L. Johnson,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER

OF HEARING ON PETITION
FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and notice is given
that on May 5, 2015, at 10:45 a.m.,
a hearing will be held in this Court
at 111 East Main Street, Owatonna,
Minnesota, for the formal probate
of an instrument purporting to be
the Will of the Decedent dated,
June 15, 1976, ("Will"), and for the
appointment of Kristin Deluca,
whose address is 24415 W. Cedar
Lake Drive, New Prague, MN,
56071, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of the Decedent in an
UNSUPERVISED administration.
Any objections to the petition must
be filed with the Court prior to or
raised at the hearing. If proper and
if no objections are filed or raised,
the Personal Representative will
be appointed with full power to
administer the Estate including the
power to collect all assets, to pay
all legal debts, claims, taxes and
expenses, to sell real and personal
property, and to do all necessary
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject
to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors
having claims against the Estate are
required to present the claims to
the personal representative or to
the Court Administrator within four
months after the date of this Notice
or the claims will be barred.

Dated:
3/9/2015
BY THE COURT

Karen R. Duncan
Judge of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner
David L. Einhaus

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver &
Haberman, PA.

202 N. Cedar Ave.

PO Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060

Attorney License No: 26190
Telephone: (507) 451-3580

FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: einhaus@owatonnalawyers.
com

3/17,3/24

The results of the

Westfield Township election are:

For Supervisor:

Paul Fiebiger 117 votes
Lowell Trom 34 Votes
For Treasurer:

Larry Schmeling 132 votes
Write-Ins 7 votes

Thank you to all who voted.
The Westfield Township Board

3/17

MILTON TOWNSHIP CALL FOR QUOTES
ROAD ROCK AND SERVICES

Milton Township will accept quotes for road rock and services at
its meeting on Tuesday, April 7, 2015, 7:30 p.m.

For details and specifications, please see the Milton Township
website: www.milton-township.com

Quotes will be opened at 8:30 p.m. All quotes present will be
considered.

Questions may be directed to Tom Pyfferoen, road supervisor, at
(507)254-9490.

317

Notice for Road Contractors

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Blooming
Prairie Township, Steele County, Minnesota will meet at
the Blooming Prairie Town Hall on April 7th 2015 at 7:00
PM to receive bids for Road Maintenance and Blading for
the period beginning May 1st, 2015 and ending April 30th,
2016. Snow removal from October 1, 2015 to May 1st
2016.

Quotes must be on an hourly and horsepower basis,
available equipment and certificate of insurance required.

The Board reserves the right to refuse any and all
quotes.

Jerry Wencl, Chairman
Missy Anderson,Clerk
Blooming Prairie Township

3/10,3/17

approximate quantities:

exceed

the Opening of Bids.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, in the City Hall at
138 Highway Avenue South, Blooming Prairie, MN
55917 until 10 A.M., CDT, Thursday, April 2, 2015,
at which time they will be publicly opened and
read aloud for the furnishing of all labor, materials,
and all else necessary for the following:

Hansen Heights 3rd Addition

In general, Work consists of the installation of
sanitary sewer, water main, services, storm sewer,
and roadway construction within an undeveloped
parcel. The Project consists of the following

860 LINFT 10" PVC Sanitary Sewer

2 EACH Sanitary Sewer Structures

900 LIN FT 6” DIP Water Main

430 LINFT 12" to 18" RCP Storm Sewer
1,800LIN FT Concrete Curb and Gutter
3,390SQ YD 4” Thick Bituminous Pavement
1,140CY YD Class 5 Aggregate Base

Along with miscellaneous utility and roadway
improvements, removals, and restoration.

Complete digital Bidding Documents are
available at www.questcdn.com for $20 by
inputting QuestCDN eBidDoc #3755067 on the
website’s Project Search page. Paper Bidding
Documents may also be viewed at the City of
Blooming Prairie and at Stantec, 6188 Rome Circle
NW, Rochester, MN 55901, (507) 282-2100.

Direct inquiries to Engineer’s Project Manager,
Brett Grabau, at (507) 529-6030.

Bid Security in the amount of 5 percent of the
amount of the Bid must accompany each Bid in
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

The Owner reserves the right to retain the
deposits of the 3 lowest Bidders for a period not to

60 days after the date and time set for the
Opening of Bids. No Bids may be withdrawn for a
period of 60 days after the date and time set for

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and
all Bids, to waive irregularities and informalities
therein, and further reserves the right to award the
Contract to the best interests of the Owner.

Mike Jones, City Administrator
City of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota

3/10,3/17

NOTICE TO FARMERS

Sealed bids will be received by the Steele County
Auditor, Steele County Administration Center, 630
Florence Avenue, P. O. Box 890, Owatonna, Minnesota,
55060, until 10:00 a.m., April 2, 2015 for lease of
approximately 45 acres of farmland located in the W1/2
of the SW1/4 Section 5-T107N-R20W in Steele County
for the 2015 season.

Contact the County Engineer with questions
regarding this lease opportunity at 635 Florence
Avenue, Owatonna, Minnesota, 55060, Telephone:
(507) 444-7670.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any
and all bids and to waive any technical defects and
to award the lease to other than the highest bidder, or
more than one bidder if, in their discretion, the interest
of the County will be best served thereby.

Laura lhrke
Steele County Auditor

3/10,3/17

Official Notice of Public Hearing
Cedar River Watershed District

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Managers
in the Cedar River Watershed District will hold a Public
Hearing at the Cedar River Watershed District Office at
1408 21st Ave NW, Austin MN at 6:00 PM on the 25th
day of March to hear from the public and to consider the
acceptance of revised rules.

The revised rules is on file and may be examined at the
Cedar River Watershed District 1408 21st St NW, Austin,
MN 55912 or can be seen on the web at cedarriverwd.
org.

All interested individuals and agencies are invited to be
represented at this meeting. Everyone will be given an
opportunity to express his/her views.

For accuracy of record, all important facts and
statements should be submitted in writing. Written
statements may be handed to the administrator at the
meeting or may be mailed beforehand to Bev Nordby,
Administrator, Cedar River Watershed District, 1408
21st St NE, Austin, MN 55912. All statements should
indicate that they are in response to the announcement.
All statements will become a part of the official record.

Published by authority of the Cedar River Watershed
District, Minnesota.

Bev Nordby
Administrator, Cedar River Watershed District

3/10,3/17
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Landscape Center

Creations for Outdoor Living

Our LANDSCAPE CREW is looking for a landscape

Landscape Center, 3108 4th ST. NW, Austin or go

[For rent

:

LAND FOR RENT for this
year. BP area, 2 partials. Dif-
ferent locations. Call Dave at
507-383-7890

[Events

507-380-1049. www.letonlin-

BIRTHDAY OPEN HOUSE =

-

Music by

DJ DAN
No gifts, please.

Rosemary Johnson

atthe BP Servicemen’s Club

March 28,4 -8 n.m.

YOUR AD COULD @
BE HERE! I

Contact the Steele
County Times Today!

SteeLe COuNTY
ﬁmes 507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.

National
FFA Week . ¥

10. Saami 43. Inflammation of a
- 12. Perceived scent bursa
Sal eso p po rtun |ty 13. Liberal rights 44. Artery
organization 45. Nail polish brand
14. Female flying fighters 46. A routine that is hard
15. Durham school to escape
BUSSLER PUBLISHING is searching for an outside sales ex- 16. Ancient Scand. poet  47. Indigo plant
ecutive preferably with some sales experience. Print or media 18. Charitable 48. Owners
industry experience would be a bonus. We want a dynamite performances 50. Animal fluids
person committed and driven to selling advertising. 20. Siddhartha author 51. Mustelid in its white
_ . , - Hermann winter coat
The outside executive is responsible for establishing and 21. Letter destination 52. Communist

- Strong persuasive and interpersonal skills

- Able to identify and meet customers’ needs and
requirements

EXCELLENCE is a must for this challenging opportunity. We
offer a competitive compensation package, including base sal-
ary plus commission. We also offer holidays and paid time off.

Please direct a letter of interest and resume to
bprick@frontier.com.

207-583-4431

O"5,  AUTOMOBILES BUSINESS
N@»7__ FOR SALE OPPORTUNITIES
AN HOMES
=1L FORSALE
TSTEELE COUNTY
imes

=)

SALES

Always local, all the time.

Call to place an itern
in the Classifieds today:

507-583-4431

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

;5 TATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

NOW HIRING!
Sewer crews, Grading and Street Crews,
Laborers, Operators and Foreman. Metro
work, union scale. Hiring/referral bo-
nus program. Call 952/469-2121 or

bonus, flexible home time, extensive bene-

3-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun Yam-
3pm. Free parking. Admission: $6-
14 & Under FREE. Buy/Sell/Trade
608/752-6677  www.bobandrocco.com

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES
Needed. Train at home to process medi-
cal billing & insurance claims! No expe-
rience needed! Online training at Bryan
University! HS diploma/GED & com-

month (for 12 months.) Free Pre-

truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3 day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

CANADA DRUG CENTER
is your choice for safe and affordable med-
ications. Our licensed Canadian mail order
pharmacy will provide you with savings
of up to 75% on all your medication needs.

foreman and landscape technician for self motivated, email resume to: info@friedgesinc.com puter/internet needed.  877/259-3880  Call today 800/259-1096 for $10.00 off
i indivi i i WASECA FLEA MARKET: first iption and free shipping.
responsible individuals with a desire to learn more 1B s Bt of Wasoca o HELP WANTED - DRIVERS [l MISCELLANEOUS  [HRRt et
about landscaping. Experience preferred. Full time Lo M o
itions available. Pick up application at Dolan’s | O'd" HWy 14.  Quer 1,000 NOW HIRING DISH TV RETAILER GEOTHERMAL HEATING
posit : p app items. Open Fri-Sun 10-5. | Company OTR drivers. $2,000 sign on  Dish TV Retailer -Save! Starting $19.99/ & COOLING SYSTEMS

Commercial, residential & shop build-

to our website dolanslandscapecenter.com. eauctions.com fits. Call now! Hibb’s & Co.763/389-0610 mium Movie Channels. Free Equip- ings. Economical heating & cool-
_— ment, Installation & Activation. Call, ing. Federal tax credits, electric
OTR AND REGIONAL compare local deals!! 800/297-8706  rebates available. Earthloop Geother-
drivers needed for SW MN company. mal Systems, Fosston 218/435-6379
THE Class A CDL and verifiable experience SAWMILLS _—
L ASSIP[EDS' necessary. Vacation pay. Sign on bo- from only $4,397.00 Make & save GOT KNEE PAIN?
nus. Competitive pay. 800/619-0037 money with your own bandmill. Cut Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a
Where the Deals Are! lumber any dimension. In stock, ready pain-relieving brace -little or no
to ship. Free Info/DVD: 800/578-1363 cost to you. Medicare patients call
40\ APARTMENTS SITUATIONS GUN SHOW MARCH 20-22 Ext300N  www.NorwoodSawmills.com  health hotline now!  800/755-6807
Onalaska Omni Center, 255 Rid- _
ers Club Road, Onalaska, WI. Fri DONATE YOUR CAR DO YOU OWE

over $10,000 to the IRS or State in
back taxes? You could get a settle-
ment for as low as 25% of previous IRS
settlements. Call now!  800/558-0486

ADVERTISE HERE STATEWIDE IN 260* NEWSPAPERS
FOR ONLY $279 PER WEEK! CALL 800-279-297¢

OPPORTUNITY

Senior Apartment

Prairie Villa II

Blooming Prairie

One Bedroom apartment for
elderly or disabled persons

Rent is based on 30% of net income.
Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project
Call Baldus Properties LLC

e 0(7-437-2074

Materials.

NOTICE TO MATERIAL SUPPLIERS

Sealed bids will be received by the Steele County
Auditor, Steele County Administration Center,
630 Florence Avenue, P. O. Box 890, Owatonna,
Minnesota, 55060, until 11:00 a.m., April 2, 2015, for
seasonal material requirements for the following:
Plant Mixed Bituminous Material and Aggregate

Bids are to be submitted on the prepared proposal
forms which can be secured at the Office of the County
Engineer, 635 Florence Avenue, Owatonna, Minnesota,
55060, Telephone: (507) 444-7670 or on the Steele
County website at www.co.steele.mn.us

The County Board reserves the right to reject any
and all bids and to waive any technical defects and to
award the contracts to other than the lowest bidder, or
more than one bidder if, in their discretion, the interest
of the County will be best served thereby.

Laura Ihrke
Steele County Auditor

3/10,3/17,3/24

maintaining profitable relationships with customers on behalf 22 P.S. Buck’s Pulitzer
of the company and actively prospecting for new accounts 25. Feel regret
and maximizing sales potential with existing customers. The 26. Initials of e = MC2
primary territory would be Owatonna and Medford. This author
opportunity includes sales for three publications. 27. From a distance
. . s 29. Cronies

The right person should possess the following qualities: 31. Forty

- Strong verbal and written communication skills 32. Printing speed

- Self motivated, independent and problem-solving 33 ms&; l;rsrr::g t

- A strong sales aptitude

- Able to meet monthly, quarterly and annual revenue

sales goals CLUES DOWN

1. Come into conflict

together
3. Bath spatter
4. Gunsmoke actress Blake
5. Direct to a source
6. Cartoonist Capp
7. Somewhat blue
8. 40 weekday periods

CLUES ACROSS
1. Cycles/second 40. White seedless grape
4. Fit for cultivation 41. Hillsides

2. A collection of things wrapped

Answers on Page C6

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

9. El Dorado High School (abbr.)
11. Heartbeat

12. Brit. rutabaga

17. Angle (abbr.)

18. Said as a greeting or wish
19. Festivals

23. Rita ___, singer

24. Belonging to us

27. Skating jumps

28. Building at 175 5th Ave.

29. Parts per billion (abbr.)

30. Atomic mass unit

32. Old Spanish currency (abbr.)
33. Insistence on traditional cor-
rectness

34. PBS wildlife show

35. Measuring blocks

36. Don’t know when yet

37. Ancient city from which St.
Paul first sailed

38. Breadwinner

39. Go to bed

40. Highest in degree or quality
42. Tossed, potato or waldorf
43. The trunk of a tree

49. Yes in Spanish
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AGRICULTURE:

Sustaining Future Generations

America’s farmers share a commitment to protecting the land and meeting the demands of a burgeoning
population. Farm families are up before the sun, day in and out, to put food on the table for us.
Our farmers are sustaining future generations by feeding, fueling and clothing the world.

Ag Day is March 18 so be sure to thank farmers and ranchers every day and especially during Ag Week.

WHAT IS AG DAY?

It’s a day to recognize and celebrate the abundance provided by agriculture. Every year, producers,
agricultural associations, corporations, universities, government agencies and countless others across

America join together to recognize the contributions of agriculture.

WHAT IS AG DAY ALL ABOUT?

Ag Day is about recognizing - and celebrating - the contribution of

agriculture in our everyday lives. The National Ag Day program encourages every American to:

¢ Understand how food and fiber products are produced.

* Value the essential role of agriculture in maintaining a strong economy.

* Appreciate the role agriculture plays in providing safe, abundant and affordable products.

WHY CELEBRATE AGRICULTURE?

Agriculture provides almost everything we eat, use and wear on a daily basis. But too few people truly
understand this contribution. This is particularly the case in our schools, where students may only be
exposed to agriculture if they enroll in related vocational training.

By building awareness, the Agriculture Council of America is encouraging young people to consider

career opportunities in agriculture.

Each American farmer feeds more than 144 people ... a dramatic increase from 25 people in the 1960s.
Quite simply, American agriculture is doing more - and doing it better. As the world population soars,
there is an even greater demand for the food and fiber produced in the United States.

WHERE CAN | LEARN MORE?

Contact the Agriculture Council of America at (913) 491-1895 « www.agday.org.

Source: www.agday.org
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Ellendale to vote soon on police contract

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

The Ellendale City Council is set to
vote March 26 or April 9 on whether
to cancel the city’s daily-coverage
contract with the Steele County Sher-
iff’s Office. Regardless of its decision,
many city residents will be dissatisfied.

That much was evident at a packed
public hearing Thursday night at City
Hall. Some of the 25 attendees offered
passionate arguments for and against
Mayor Mark Skroch’s money-saving
proposal to end the city’s pact, under
which it pays the Sheriff’s Office about

WHAT’S NEXT

What: The Ellendale City Council
will vote within a month on
whether to cancel its daily-
coverage pact with the Steele
County Sheriff’s Office. If it does,
it’s required to give the Sheriff’s
Office 90 days’ notice.

When: March 26 or April 9.

$41,000 a year for deputies to be pres-
ent in the city 2.7 hours a day.

Skroch and Sheriff Lon Thiele
opened the 35-minute hearing, which
preceded the regular council meeting,

offering their own arguments.

Skroch said that when one adds up
the cost of the contract over a decade,
“you’re approaching a half-million
dollars. Can you imagine how many
streets we could pave, or curb and gut-
ter work (that could be done)?”

Thiele replied that the contract costs
the city about $110 a day, characteriz-
ing it as a worthy expenditure.

“We have effectively made this town
enjoyable to be in in terms of public
safety, and I think you would go back-
wards if you terminated this contract,”
he said.

NRHEG Superintendent Dennis

Goodwin also spoke in favor of main-
taining the contract, saying Ellendale
deals with more crime partly because
of transients coming from nearby In-
terstate 35. The mayor replied that
deputies are required to respond to El-
lendale-area crimes regardless; Thiele
added that the average response time
from Sheriff’s Office headquarters in
Owatonna is 17 minutes.

A resident asked about the Sheriff’s
Office’s budget. Steele County Com-
missioner Jim Brady chimed in that it’s

ELLENDALE
Continued on Page 2C

County
to state:
Help us
rebuild

Official wants
money for public
works building

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Enough is enough!

Steele County Administrator
Tom Shea has sent a letter to
the Governor’s Office asking for
support in including $6.1 mil-
lion for the county in a bonding
bill to assist with replacing the
public works building in Owa-
tonna.

On Friday, County Adminis-
trator Tom Shea met with area
legislators in St. Paul to discuss
including the $6.1 million in a
bonding bill — if one is included
this session. A bonding bill is
usually done in even-numbered
years. However, Shea said there
is serious talk about not having a
session next year.

“If we don’t have a session
next year, we will have a bond-
ing bill,” he said. “If they have
a bonding bill, it will happen by
May.”

If the county is included in the
bonding bill, Shea expects the
guaranteed financing would be
in place to cover two-thirds to 75
percent of the cost of the building.

Sen. Vicki Jensen is expected
to write a bill in the Senate. Shea
is talking to Rep. John Peters-
burg to write a bill in the House.

This year it will have been
five years since a major flood de-
stroyed the public works building.
Since, county officials have been
working with Homeland Security
and the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to come up with
a satisfactory settlement.

In December, Shea said,
county officials met with the
Homeland Security state office
explaining the difficulties they
were having in navigating the
FEMA process.

“We asked the office of Home-
land Security, who does all the
submissions for the state, to
have everything come through
the state office before FEMA,”
he said. “One of the things we
specifically asked them to do
was to work with us before
they submitted anything. They
have shown that either they are

i [ -
Staff photos by Brian Sandford

Kendyl Sunde said her desire for mints has decreased now that she has learned they don’t actually make things
colder. She was among Blooming Prairie Elementary School’s blue ribbon winners in the contest, meaning her
project qualifies for the Mankato Regional Science Fair on April 25. For a list of winners, see Page C3.

Youths have

projects down

to a science

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Science appeared to be anything but a

subject for Blooming Prairie elementary-school-
ers Monday evening in the school’s gymnasium.

At the school’s science fair, fifth-graders wait-
ing for ribbon announcements eagerly discussed
what had surprised them most while they were
researching their projects. Bobbie Bruns, 11,
displayed nine bagged teeth that had been dam-
aged by various beverages as part of her project,

titled “This is Why I Brush My Teeth.”

“I learned that Diet Mountain Dew damages
she said,
adding that Coca-Cola is the second-most-dam-
aging drink she tested. Bruns acknowledged that
she likes Coke and plans to cut down but not quit.
Kendryl Sunde, 11, tested whether mint-fla-
vored products actually make things colder. She
was surprised to learn that when she placed a
mint in a glass of water, the water actually got
warmer. The result shook her faith in mints; she
said she won’t eat them as often anymore.
Fifth-grade teacher Kayla Andrist has orga-
nized the fair since her hiring at the school four
years ago. She said such fairs are important be-
cause students get to experience the scientific
method firsthand. Some students also will pursue
greater goals as a result; purple ribbon winners

teeth most of any of the things I eat,”

SCIENCE FAIR
Continued on Page 3C

stuffy

More than 100 parents and students crowded the Blooming
Prairie Elementary School gym last Monday for a science fair.

unaware of or misinterpreted
FEMA regulations and are not
asking the right questions in
submitting our requests in the
right manner.”

Shea said this is one of the
reasons our awards are not what
they should be.

“They failed to do that,” he
said. “They went ahead and
submitted everything to FEMA
without consulting with us.”

FEMA has made a final deter-
mination of $1.5 million in total
project costs. The total public
works project is expected to be
close to $10 million. If the bond-
ing bill for $6.1 million comes
through, the county will pay the
remainder of the balance from
local funds.

Brian Wendel braves

the well-below-freezing
temperatures so residents
of Owatonna can get their
mail no matter what the
weather conditions may be.

man for the Owatonna Post
Office for two years and
switched over to be full
time in November. Be-
fore becoming a mailman

By SHANNON

KINLEY
County Staff Writer

Every day of the week

Wendel has been a mail-
“I got out

for family. I

rines and then we moved
back here because my wife
wanted to be back home

of the Ma-

saw a post-

ing of an open position

and thought it would be
good since military time is
federal time and so is the
post office so the time can
transfer over,” he said. “Plus
I enjoy walking around.

Ex-Marine, now mailman, OK with cold
y Steele County

r!ll' y#&

Wendel served in the U.S.
Marines for five years.

It is nice being outside.”

In order to become a
mailman, Wendel had to
first take classes to learn
the basics of the job, the
different types of mail he
would be handling and get
an overview of the rules and
regulations of the job. He
then took a driving course
to get used to driving on the
opposite side of the vehicle
and finally he did a job
shadow with another carrier.

Wendel now works 40

MY STEELE COUNTY
Continued on Page 2C

STEELE
TALKIN’
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March is
time for
green
foods

o you ever have problems get-
Dting your children to eat their

vegetables? How about you?
Are you a good vegetable eater? Well,
every March because of St. Patrick’s
Day, I think about eating green food.
It’s the “kid” in me, I guess. I love
making everything green — from
following Dr. Suess’ idea for “Green
Eggs and Ham” to a favorite lime
sherbet dessert.

The greatest challenge with green
food on a daily basis, however, seems
to start in infancy. For some reason we
parents seem to offer sweet potatoes
before we’re inclined to offer peas,
beans or spinach. And what about sal-
ads? Parents tell me they’re afraid kids
will choke if they offer leafy greens.

The truth of the matter is, the sooner a
child is introduced to a food; the greater
likelihood they will eat it. Our WIC
nutrition program encourages children to
move right on to vegetables as soon as
their swallowing mechanism is estab-
lished on rice cereal. Children as young
as 6 months can experience mashed
peas and green beans. It’s even better
when they see the real green foods on
their parent’s plates. If children smell the
veggies being cooked, see them on your
plates, and get to taste the vegetables that
mom and dad are eating — perfect!

As for salads, starting with the
crunchier greens and encouraging kids
to “eat like a bunny,” makes salad eating
safe and fun. Salads are one of the best
ways to introduce kids to a variety of
vegetables. Around age 3 as they learn
their colors, they can also help their
parents prepare a ‘“‘Rainbow Salad” i.e.
Add in something red, something yel-
low, something orange. ...you get the
idea! Children are also more likely to eat
what they help cook. So, even though
it’s tempting to let them help with baking
and stirring a batch of cookies, consider
getting them to enjoy being a “Salad
Chef” first. It’s great creative fun!

If you still are faced with a vegetable
battle, maybe you need a little “Lepre-
chaun Magic” help. A WIC mom from
Massachusetts shared this in a newsletter
a few years ago. “I grew up in Japan.
Meals featured vegetables and very little
meat. It’s different here. My son has
always been a picky eater. To get him
to eat vegetables, I’ve had to become
a magician. Every week I concoct my
“magic vegetable formula” that ends up
in almost every food my children eat.

I finely chop the vegetables, and cook

or microwave them. Then I add my
“magic vegetable formula” to meat loaf,
spaghetti sauce, eggs, and other foods.
Gradually they are developing a taste for
vegetables without even knowing it.”

WIC has some other tips for “going
green” and increasing vegetables in
your family meals.

You can rename vegetables giving
then fun names like “Yummy Beans,”
Minnie Trees,” “Red Balloons,” or you
can shape them into “Caterpillars” or
“Pepper Boats.” Our WIC office has
a lending library of children’s cook-
books and the Blooming Prairie Public
Library has some great colorful kid’s
cookbooks too, for more ideas.

As spring nears, we can start thinking
about a vegetable garden, or growing a
few veggies in containers for children to
pick their own. They see it grow, water
it, and harvest it, then they will eat it!
WIC has a garden for all our participants
to use and we’ll show you how.

May the “Luck of the Irish” be with
you this month as you set a goal and
“eat more greens,” or throw in a little
“Leprechaun magic” to help.

Steele Talkin’ is a column featuring
various organizations around

Steele County. Maren M. DeLaitsch
works with Women, infant and
Children Nutrition for Steele County
Public Health.
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Commissioners set to decide on smoking limits at fair

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

There is excitement in the
Steele County Public Health of-
fice after the Steele County Free
Fair Board recommended desig-
nating a smoke-free Steele Coun-
ty Free Fair with the exception of
designated smoking areas.

that tobacco use is not healthy,”
said Steele County Public
Health Educator Jane Nyquist.
“It is a positive step in reducing
exposure to secondhand smoke
and the harm associated with
it.”

The smoke-free designation
must be approved by the Steele
County Board of Commission-

ers. The policy was on today’s
agenda.
“The Board of Commission-

“Fairs are family-friendly
events. E-cigarette and tobac-
co-free fairgrounds show youth

ers has the final say because it is
on their grounds and buildings,”
said Steele County Free Fair
Secretary/Manager Jim Glea-
son. “This is really just during
fair week. That is the only thing
we addressed.”

The fair board made the deci-
sion at its March meeting.

If the county board accepts or
approves the recommendation,
Gleason said, the fair board will
identify two or three areas where

smoking would be allowed.

“It is just a policy,” he said.
“We hope it will be self-polic-
ing. We felt that was the best
way to go.”

Nyquist said it is important to
do this because it affects health.

“Secondhand smoke exposure
is harmful outdoors, especially
in crowded areas such as walk-
ways, the midway, concert and
event venues and concession
stands,” she said. “At our pub-

lic health booth last summer, we
received many complaints about
smoking on the fairgrounds.”

She added that an e-cigarette
and smoke-free fairgrounds
policy reduces the risk of fire
and bodily injury. Nyquist men-
tioned a young girl was burned
in the eye by a cigarette at the
State Fair in 2012.

“Tobacco litter is a leading
source of litter on fair property,”
Nyquist said. “This new policy

will protect the environment and
beautify the fairgrounds.”

What’s next

What: The Steele County
Board of Commissioners is set
to discuss a partial ban on smok-
ing at the county fair.

When: 7 p.m. today (Tues-
day)

Where: County Boardroom,
630 Florence Ave., Owatonna.

MY STEELE COUNTY

Continued from Page 1C

hours weeks and eight-hour shifts. He
typically clocks in at 7:30 a.m. and
before anything he inspects his van
to make sure everything is working
properly. He then has to case the mail,
in other words he has to sort it and put
it into the proper order for his route.
Unlike most carriers, Wendel’s job
is different in that he has an unas-
signed route, which means each day 4
has something new in store for him. |~
“I kind of pick up the slack
and cover the days off of people.
It gets kind of boring to do the
same thing over and over again
so it is kind of nice,” he said.
After the mail is cased, he loads
everything into the car around 9
or 10 a.m. and starts out on his
route. The majority of his day is
spent walking. He parks the van
on the side of the street and walks
a couple blocks delivering mail
and will then return to the van to
move it further down the road and
repeat the process all over again.
“Every house has a different
setup for their mailbox, so the first
day is kind of hide-and-go-seek
with the mailbox and once you
have done it a couple times, you
know where they are,” Wendel said.
“Some are up on the house, some
are on the garage and some you
have to open up their screen door
and there is a spot on their door.”
Wendel enjoys the job because
he gets to spend time outside.
“It is nice being on your own.
It’s peaceful and there is no mi-
cromanagement,” he said.
The most challenging part for
him is the unpredictability of the
job due to the weather and the
amount of mail varying each day.
Another thing that makes Wendel
unique from other mail carriers in

the area is his age. He is 26 years

old and the average mail carrier

in the area is in his or her 50s.
While out on the job Wendel

enjoys making small talk with the

people he comes into contact with,

ELLENDALE

Continued from Page 1C

about $2.5 million a year, with
$2 million dedicated to wages
and the rest to equipment and
gas.

Audience  member  Dan
Schember stressed the need for
lowered costs, saying the aver-
age debt owed on each Ellendale

house is about $17,000.

“Times are changing; we just
went through some midterm
elections at our national level,
and that was pretty much over
finances,” he said, adding, “We
can’t keep raising taxes. We’ve
got to be smarter.”

GIVE YOUR
FINANCIAL PLAN
THE ATTENTION

IT DESERVES.

Contact us for a complimentary
consultation or second opinion
— with no obligation.
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Audience member Patti Carl-
son agreed.

“I just don’t feel that, for a
smaller town, it’s cost-effec-
tive,” she said of the daily cov-
erage. “Our taxes are too high.”

The mayor mentioned mul-
tiple times that neighboring cit-
ies don’t have daily-coverage
agreements like Ellendale’s. He
asked why his city should be dif-
ferent.

The sheriff replied, “I'm a
firm believer that if someone
sees a squad car in a vicinity,
he thinks twice about what he’s
going to do. It’s a presence-of-
power kind of thing.”

Audience member Steve
Engel expressed concern that
if the Sheriff’s Office loses
$41,000 in revenue from its El-
lendale coverage, it will seek
to raise taxes countywide. As a
result, he said, the cost savings
might end up being less than
projected.

Audience member Dean Re-
iter echoed that, and the sheriff
said he couldn’t answer whether
costs would rise countywide.

RECIPE CORNER

however this time of year there

are not many people outside.
“Before starting this job I never

realized how many people are actu-

ally at home during the day. There

are a lot of people who are retired

and some will be there waiting for
you,” he said. “You get to know
people, especially if you are on the
same route for years on end.”
Wendel typically doesn’t get back
to the post office until around 3:40

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley

Brian Wendel, 26, of Owatonna, delivers mail to houses along Austin Road in Owatonna despite the well-below freezing temperatures on Wednesday, March 4.
Wendel has been a mailman for two years and switched to full time in November.

p-m. After his job he has his hands full
with his two-year old daughter, Lacey,
and one-month-old son, Jameson.
Wendel plans to keep braving the
elements for years to come so resi-
dents of Owatonna can get their mail.

Staff photo by Brian Sandford

Ellendale Mayor Mark Skroch, left, and Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele, right, debate the merits
of ending the city’s daily-coverage pact with the Sheriff’s Office during a public hearing before
Thursday’s City Council meeting.

Peter Paulson said the added
law enforcement presence helps
prevent people from leaving his
liquor store intoxicated.

“Because of the police pro-
tection in town, I can say for a

Beef Stroganoff

fact that we have had zero DUIs
from people leaving the liquor
store in Ellendale,” he said. “I
cannot say the same for (neigh-
boring towns).”

Thiele said that if the city

e 1 1/2to 2lb.round steak
e Lots of chopped onion
e 1 scant tsp. salt

Cut steak info bite-sized pieces. Brown with lotfs of onion, salt and
pepper. Add soup and water. Simmer until tender. Before serving,
cut up and blend in 1 package of cream cheese. Serve overrice or
noodles.

Pepper

By Debbie VanRavenhorst

1 (40z.) pkg. cream cheese

AP G)
(In |
¢ 1 can golden mushroom soup
e 1 can of water

Sponsored by:
Krejci Ford

14th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie ¢ 583-2046

ends daily coverage, the Sher-
iff’s Office might not be able
to reply to reports of nuisances
such as loud parties or squeal-
ing tires.

“I’'m not going to leave El-
lendale hanging; we’re going
to come as much as we can,” he
said. “It’s just a matter of where
the priorities are.”

IN OTHER BUSINESS

Also Thursday, City Council
members:

* OK’d, on a 6-0 vote, use of
the city credit card to hold rooms
for firefighters attending a state
fire convention in St. Cloud.

» Agreed on a 6-0 vote to ap-
proach the Steele County audi-
tor about updating an out-of-
date assessment on a home on
Fifth Street.

» Reviewed a list of bills and
OK’d paying everything on the
list.



Steele County Times + Tuesday, March 17, 2015 - 3C

Council makes its meeting minutes available via mail

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Blooming Prairie city officials will
mail copies of council meeting minutes
to residents who request them, part of
an effort to ensure the city complies
with state law.

The move came after a resident
questioned why the minutes weren’t
published in a local newspaper. State
law requires cities of more than 1,000
residents — Blooming Prairie has
nearly 2,000 — to publicize minutes in
a newspaper or by mailing them upon
request. The council chose the latter in
a 3-0 vote, saying it’s an inexpensive

option because few residents ask.

Official minutes from a meeting are
available after the following month’s
meeting, according to Deputy City
Clerk Terri Zwiener. Residents who
want them can call City Hall at 507-
583-7573 or stop by, she said.

Minutes also are published peri-
odically at bloomingprairie.com; click
“City Meeting Calendar & Minutes” on
the left side of the page.

Water study

Residents can help with a virus-con-
tamination study and receive $75 worth
of gift cards for their efforts, council

members were told Monday.

The city has been selected to be part of
the yearlong Minnesota Water and Virus
Evaluation, or WAVE, Study. Beginning
May 1, the state Department of Health
will sample the city’s water weekly for vi-
ruses, and residents who volunteer will be
asked to complete a questionnaire about
illnesses they might have had in the previ-
ous week. Participants will receive a $25
gift card after three months and a $50 gift
card after the study is complete, accord-
ing to the Department of Health.

Surveys can be completed online, via
the mail or on the phone. To participate,
contact the state WAVE Study Team
at 651-201-5794 or health.mnwav-

estudy@state.mn.us.

In other husiness

e Council members approved
seeking state aid for local
transportation projects on a 3-0
vote. City Administrator Mike Jones,
who recommended the move, said
that only 147 of Minnesota’s 852
cities that are eligible for state aid
for such projects actually seek it.

“I don’t know how much (money)
would funnel down, but anything
would be good for property-tax
payers,” he said.

e Council members set a public

hearing about Main Street East
utility and street improvements
for 6:30 p.m. May 11. Jones said
some people in the business
district might be worried about
being subject to another
assessment as part of the
improvements, adding, “This isn’t
completely free; you’re going to
have to pay for something.”

* Members expressed hope that
plans for a community garden for
the Boys & Girls Club of Blooming
Prairie can move forward this year.
The project previously had been
delayed from 2013 to last year, only
to be delayed again by a wet spring.

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt

Libary has | |
database of
magazines

Do you like reading maga-
zines? Do you have some
special interests on which you
would like to keep current?
Then you need to find out
more about Zinio, a database
of magazines that is avail-
able through your Blooming
Prairie Branch Library card.

Zinio has been offered
through the library for a few
years, but the exciting news
is that with our latest renewal
of the service, you now have
access to 130 magazines.

These are all online, digi-
tal, complete copies of the
magazines. You will get all
the pages of a magazine, but
none of the perfume samples.
The magazines can be read
on a computer, tablet, smart
phone, or other device. It

is also now easier to get
into the Zinio database with
only one sign up required.

The choice of magazines
is quite wide, including ones
about photography, boat-
ing, crafts, sports, enter-
tainment, hobbies, health,
gardening and travel.

Two of my favorites are
Container Gardening and
Family Tree Magazine. To
access the database, go to
www.owatonna.info and
click on Zinio Magazines.

Please join us on Thurs-
day, March 19 at 6:30
p.m. for our monthly Fam-
ily Fun Night. This month
we will be celebrating Dr.
Seuss’ birthday with “Dr.
Seuss on the Loose.”

Get ready for some silly
stories, songs and crafts. No
registration is needed, just
come ready to have fun!

—

2 LITERS

SNAPPLE, HyDRIVE,
SUNNY D, FRUIT 2-0

L ARGE
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Remington Peterson tested whether

he could use a watermelon to charge
a cellphone, as he’d seen on an app.
His efforts proved unsuccessful.

nc PRODUCTS : RC, TEN, DIET RITE,
 SUNDROP

PEPSI PRODUCTS

OR > ) are now invited to the juicier.”

MNAHY Mankato Regional ~Sci-  Alivia

£ S ence Fair set for April 25 at  Marquette
4. | Minnesota State University

there.

“They realize that scien-
tists all over the world use
the scientific method,” she
said.
lows them to showcase their
hard work and discuss it on
a more formal level (with a
judge).”

Remington Peterson, 11,
was inspired by an Insta-
gram photo of a man using
a watermelon to charge his
cellphone. Remington at-
tempted to replicate the feat
as part of his “Charge or
Nah” project.

“It didn’t work,” he said,
adding that he thought he’d
get a ribbon for his project
regardless.

Adam Walsh, 11, had bet-
ter luck with his project,
“Tomatoes Need Bananas.”

“We put banana peels
under tomato plants,” he
said. “It made the tomatoes

“The science fair al-

girls,”

Schneider

Millam, both
11, tested various plants to
learn which ones were most
and least absorbent.

“I was working in the
garden with my grandma,”
Schneider said. “I was won-
dering how long it would
take for the flowers to ab-
sorb the water.”

Her answer: cabbage ab-
sorbed water the fastest,
flowers the slowest.

Jackson Wilson and Cody
Haberman tested whether
boys or girls have a better
sense of smell. Why? “We
like to compare boys and
Haberman said, add-
ing that they were surprised
to learn that boys edge girls
in the sniffing department.

WINNERS

The following students
received purple ribbons
at last Monday’s science

Staff photos by Brian Sandford
Melanie Winzenburg’s “Taste vs. Sight” project involved liquids meant to fool subjects by looking like one thing and tasting like
another. Subjects weren’t fooled, she said, proving her hypothesis false.

SCIENCE FAIR

Continued from Page 1C

fair and are invited to
and  the Elementary Fair at

Regional Science &

25.
® Brad Simon and
Orlando Chavez

Alivia Schneider

e Alana Braaten and
Jordyn Sanchez

e Piper Lund and Alex
Stoltz

¢ Abby Hefling and
Sierra Larson

e Colin Jordison and
Drake Zilm

e Abby Aldrich and
Lauren Schammel

¢ Asha Lighthizer and
Isabelle Sunde

¢ Addson Doocy

e Macy Lembke

e Sam Pirkl

e Grace Krejci

e Teagan Sutter

e Alexis Steckelberg
¢ Kendyl Sunde

e Emily Anderson

e Melanie Winzenburg
¢ Josie Lorenz

r'

Prices Good
March9-15

12 PACKS

2152.99

ARKEMA
FEDERATED INSURANCE
FARMERS AND MERCHANTS

AMERICAN LEGION
PRAIRIE LODGE 123

Ghands Yous!

The Friends of the Library would like to thank the following
businesses, organizations and individuals who donated to
our organization during the past year.

BANK PRAIRIE SPORTS AND
KREJCI FORD CHIROPRACTIC
V.F.W. HOLMAN INSURANCE

CASEY’S

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

CHRISTMAS TREE—CHILDREN’S WISH ITEMS

BLOOMING PRAIRIE LIONS
MAIN STREET DENTAL
JOHNSON & DOERHOEFER

* Bobbi Bruns
e | arisa Judy

® Micalyn Trihus
e Rachael Riley

ONLINE

For more information
about the April 25

mnsu.edu/sciencefair/
elementary-division.

the Southern Minnesota

Engineering Fair on April

* Marquette Millam and

science fair, go to www.

:

@eview

Music fills
air at high
school

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Writer

Ithough the weather
served up a big curve-
ball, the Blooming

Prairie High School music
department presented its
annual mid-winter concerts
last week to large and ap-
preciative audiences.

The chorus performed at
First Lutheran Church Monday,
March 9, followed the next
evening by the high school band
in the high school commons.

In the choral concert, Kari
Bottin directed the junior high
chorus through four pieces,
with “There is Peace” and
“Red River Dances” especially
tuneful and innovative. This
group has good harmony in
the voices, and the rhythm
and pace is excellent for a
young group of singers.

One of the highlights came
with the performance of the
chamber choir, which has been
whittled to a trio. But what a
trio Bass Tim Frazier has one
of the purest tones and power-
ful voices to come out of the
local school in years, and he
and Rachael Rhoades and Rose
Johnson provided some extraor-
dinary harmony in both “Canon
of Praise” and “Hallelujah.”

The senior high also dis-
played excellent harmony
and plenty of power when
needed. “Hush! Somebody’s
Callin’ My Name” was
especially moving, and the
concluding number, “Can
you Hear,” provided a fit-
ting climax to the concert.

Director Kari Bottin and
accompanist Amelia Harthan
also merit congratulations,
as it continues to surprise
music lovers at the size and
quality of the groups in the
vocal department at the lo-
cal high school, and it is
one of the strengths of the
school schedule, for sure.

Director Ross Reishus has
developed some good talent in
his instrumental groups, and
their concert in the high school
commons Tuesday, March
10, pleased a large audience.
From the junior high band
on up, a great deal of talent
performed well. Because the
large group music contest is
coming in the near future, the
senior high band performed
more serious pieces, but
numbers such as “Exultation,”
“Just The Way you Were” and
“Pirates of The Caribbbean”

demonstrated a lighter side
of the instrumentation.
Especially entertaining were
“Skitter with The Mice” and
“Jumpin’ at the Woodside” by
the jazz band and a gadget-
filled “Cymbal Circus” and

;,m S LITER 6-PACK FOGARTY FAMILY BARB BLOME
s MASON AND PEYTON KAREN THOEN
2.9 9 PETERSON LEANN KRUCKEBERG
RN PAULA SIME VINCENT HOLMAN
20 PACKS 2 LITERS PARIER BLOME LAMAR NELSON
SILAS DONSON-HOLMAN NANCY HANSEN
2 I 311 2 I 33 JOANNE NAHLOVSKY SANDRA CHRISTENSON

I}Ile(:I( 0l|l OUR nnunn Selection!
.

VIRGINIA OLSON
CORINNE LENORT

MADELYN HARVEY

Your continued support is appreciated.
Linda Christianson, President, Friends of the Library

Spinal adjustments
can help newborns!

Even the most “natural”
birth can produce spinal
subluxations in newborns.
A chiropractic adjustment
uses about the same pres-
sure youd use to test the
ripeness of a tomato!
Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic

“The Great Awesome Go-Cart
Race” by the junior high band.
Their attempt at jazz, with ‘Jazz
Chaconne,” also entertained.
Credit should go to all of
the musicians for their hard
work and melodic music. Both
the instrumental and choral
parts of the local music depart-
ment should be applauded
for an entertaining and
thought-provoking evening.
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Walking track appears out in NRHEG plan; decision set

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

It is looking more like a walking
track will not be part of a facilities up-
grade in the New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva School District.
However, the latest scenario presented
at a March 9 special board meeting
involved six elementary classrooms
and a SMART room in the elementary
school, an elementary gym with bet-
ter acoustics and a gym addition in the
high school.

At the regular Monday evening
NRHEG School Board Meeting, the
board members were expected to make
a decision on the cost of a facilities up-

grade and to approve a June 9 referen-
dum vote within the school district.

There have been several ideas tossed
around at various informational meet-
ings over the past few months includ-
ing having a walking track as part of the
upgrades. However, at a special board
meeting on March 9, there was a con-
sensus that the walking track would not
be part of the estimated $15 million to
$17 million project.

With or without a walking track,
school board members and those at-
tending the March 9 meeting believe
the upgrades will be a great improve-
ment to the school district.

After the meeting, School Board
President Rick Schultz said the board

has been leaning toward presenting a
specific idea that covers the complete
needs of the district for all of the facili-
ties.

“We did a complete district assess-
ment,” Schultz said. The main items
that are part of the plan include finding
classroom space for Ellendale, as well
as address the needs of providing a bet-
ter performance area for the arts.

“It really came together nicely ad-
dressing that complete district-wide
need,” Schultz said.

One concern discussed during the
March 9 meeting involved addressing
parking issues.

Board member Lori Routh stated that
one of her concerns is to make the gym

more accessible for the elderly popula-
tion. She is concerned about walking
distance for them. “I worry about not
having enough parking,” she said.

Paul Aplikowski of Wold Architects,
the firm that has been providing ar-
chitectural designs of the project, ad-
dressed the concern by saying there are
not capacity events every day. “Typi-
cally you would leverage the parking
that you have for part of it,” he said.
“Now it is difficult to get to any new
gym. You want find some balance to
what you have.”

As for a walking track, Aplikowski
said it would make sense for buildings
that are two stories for two primary
reasons. “No doubt physical education

class will find a way to use it. It be-
comes about the feel of the gym, which
is not an insufficient thing,” he said.

He continued, “Most schools now
aren’t going to let the community into a
building when students are in the build-
ing,” he said. “When is it really a com-
munity center? If your intentions are to
get people into the building there are
other things that you can do that have a
higher impact.”

Aplikowski said he advises clients
during the comprehensive planning that
if they can foresee a need within 10
years it is worth thinking about building
that space now. “If you don’t foresee
the need you are taking a risk in plan-
ning that out,” he said.

Benefit to help young victim of farm accident

Videos display students’ limitless potential

If you look on-line, you will
find the “kindergarten time
capsule” videotaped by teach-
ers Becky Jensen and Shelly
Mangskau in the school year
2002-2003. (Search Youtube for
NRHEG Class 0of 2015.) The
adorable youngsters to be seen
there are this year’s graduating
class. It is positively astound-
ing to see those young children
and compare them to the ac-
complished young adults they
have become. Among them are
members of our state champi-
onship girls’ basketball team,
performers in our one-act play,
students who continuously strive
to earn strong grades, members
of our trap shooting team, and
trusted employees at businesses
of every type all around our area.

The charming kindergarteners
in that video, and in those from
previous years which have also
been posted online, are living
demonstrations of the limitless
potential our children represent.

For me, as a steward of public

education for our district, they are

also a statement of the challenges
we face. Most of you reading this
can recall all the celebration and
excitement in 1999 leading up to
the new millennium. Remember
the anticipation, and the sense of
privilege for being in the right
place in history to experience

not only a change in century, but
from the one-thousands to the

two-thousands ... the concern that

computers would crash because

@Ilenus )

NRHEG Breakfast

Menu
Mar 17: Breakfast Pizza
Mar 18: Banana Bread
Mar 19: Pancakes, Sausage
Mar 20: Long John
Mar 23: French Toast Sticks
Mar 24: Bagels, Yogurt
Mar 25: Cinnamon Roll

NRHEG Lunch Menu

Mar 17: BBQ or Plain Chick-
en on Bun, Baked Beans, Chips,
Fresh Veggies, Diced Pears,
Rice Crispy Bar

Mar 18: Beef Taco w/Top-
pings, Golden Corn, Seasoned
Rice, Applesauce

Mar 19: Hamburger Gravy,
Whipped Potatoes, Cooked
Carrots, Diced Peaches, String
Cheese

Mar 20: Italian Dunkers w/
Marinara Sauce, Peas, Fresh
Veggies, Mandarin Oranges

Mar 23: Chicken Quesadilla
w/toppings, Cooked Carrots,
Celery Sticks, Applesauce

Mar 24: Hot Dog or Brat on
a Bun, Chicken Noodle Soup,
Baked Beans, Fresh Veggies,
Mandarin Oranges

Mar 25: BBQ or Plain Pork
on a Bun, French Fries, Peas,
Diced Peaches, Fresh Fruit

LASSIFIEDS-

Where the Deals Are!

1%;'( SALES

TSTEELE COUNTY

Always local, all the time.

Call to place an item
in the Classifieds today:

507-583-4431

FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

iy

Dennis Goodwin

they wouldn’t know how to
handle the change? It doesn’t
seem that long ago, does it?
Many of us still have specially
printed dishes in our cupboards
that commemorate the event.
But guess what? Most of the
students in our school buildings
are younger than those dishes,
and they are very much chil-
dren of the new millennium.
The opportunities and chal-
lenges of the future have always
been similar to the horizon,
persistently moving and shifting
ahead of us. But for members of
the current generation, it seems
boundaries are expanding more
quickly than ever. They live in
an increasingly global society,
where the advances of technol-
ogy allow information to spread
worldwide nearly instantly;
where the pool of applicants
for any job might come from
anywhere on the planet; where
change is the only constant.
This gives our schools the task
of nurturing flexible, observant,

capable individuals who can
easily recognize their personal
strengths and capitalize on them.
Equally importantly, it requires
us to help them build a sense of
balance that will steady them

in the myriad of possibilities.

As I mentally review the wide
range of interests and abilities
which have already manifested
among our students and alumni,
I am astounded. Actors, musi-
cians, a young man who has won
awards for his ability as a me-
chanic, highly regarded athletes,
educators, and business people;
the list couldn’t be more varied if
our communities were ten times
their size. [ can’t help thinking
that we need to do even more to
help assure that current and future
students have the opportunity to
keep reaching for their dreams.

Most of you are aware, of
course, that the school district
is planning to ask for funding to
expand our facilities. Additional
classrooms in Ellendale would al-
low for more flexible instruction,
especially for the opportunity
to provide enhanced learning
for those students who show
strengths in particular subject
areas. Expanded and enhanced
facilities in the New Richland
building would provide growing
room for many of our endeav-
ors, including hands-on courses
like woods and mechanics; for
our athletic programs; and for
performances by students in our
music and drama offerings.

From my perspective, these
improvements are not simply
“helpful”: They’re necessary.
Time is flying; the next thing
we know, we’ll be watching the
kindergarten time capsule for
the class of 2028. I want them to
remember coming of age with
a range of opportunities and
offerings that allowed them to
fulfill their potential ... which,
based on the people who have
come before them, is invaluable.

My biggest thought is that
we have to keep chasing the
horizon; we have to determine
what helps our students most,
and do more of it. Our programs
and offerings must remain flex-
ible and forward-looking, for
the sake of helping our students
find themselves and continue
building their futures. I have
been working with members
of our community who want
to find programs and systems
which incorporate student
learning with real-life experi-
ence. Teachers have come to
me with plans for new classes
and extra-curricular activities to
broaden our students’ opportuni-
ties. These conversations have
already led to a number of new
class offerings and programs.

I am pleased to speak with all
parties who have the interests of
our students at heart, and to con-
sider how their ideas can benefit
learning and personal growth.
The more the better. After all,
we have a horizon to catch.

Resident Assistant or CNA — Assisted Living

in social activities.

individual.

to 50Ibs.

Whispering Oak

903 Calverly Court
Ellendale, MN 56026
Phone: 507-684-3026
Fax: 507-684-3194

Oxford Property Management has part time and on call Resident Assistant opportunities
available including occasional day and night shift at our facility in Ellendale, MN. Whispering
Oak provides senior residents with independent and assisted living support services.

Responsibilities include: provide personal home care needs including medication assistance
to residents; assist with general housekeeping and promote and encourage resident participate

Requirements include: excellent interpersonal and communication skills; highly organized;
upbeat energetic, positive personality; high level of confidentiality; and ability to multi-task.
Previous experience in a related occupation is preferred — will train natural caring, committed

Physical Requirements include: ability to twist, bend, stand for long periods of time and lift up

We provide a competitive wage. If you are looking for an opportunity to be part of a progressive
company, stop by to fill out an application or send resume to:

Oxtord

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Email: peoplefax@nesnahventures.com

People will have a chance to
help a young girl who lost her
arm in a farm accident in rural
Steele County last fall.

The benefit for Dana Stand-
ke will be from 8:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Sunday at NRHEG EI-
ementary School in Ellendale.
There will be a pancake break-
fast at the school, along with
a bake sale, silent auction and
live auction. A free-will offer-
ing will be taken.

Fareway Foods of Owaton-
na is helping out by donating

to the ben-
efit.
Pro-
ceeds
from the
benefit
will  help
the family
with medi-
cal bills.
Standke,
a fifth-grad-
er in Ellendale, is the daughter
of Shelly Standke and Dan En-
zenauer.

Standke

Student of the Week

Maverik Bueltel is our
NRHEG Student of the
Week.

He is in Mrs. Freeman’s
fourth-grade class. He
is the son of Ben and
Karen Bueltel and they
reside in New Richland.
Maverik enjoys football,

wrestling, swimming and

playing video games.

Maverik recently moved to New Richland. This
is his first year at NRHEG.
He exemplifies Panther Pride in every way
and we are extremely lucky to have gained
such a great student and kid. He is a great
friend and always gives 100 percent in class.
He shows respect daily to his friends and to
our building. Great job Maverik!

Student of the Week is sponsored by:

507 - 684 - 2471

118 5th Ave, Ellendale, MN

b |

Qﬁrberg's Fitness Center

24 Hour Card Access
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Drug Free Workplace, Equal Opportunity Employer

THURSDAYS

Whispering

Assisted Living Community

WE HAVE OPENINGS

e Rare two bedroom unit available now!
e Home Health Care available

e Compassionate staff

¢ Delicious and nutritious meals

¢ Individualized care from dedicated staff
e Daily social activities

e Come in today for a tour,
we would love to show you around.

Whispering Oak
Assisted Living Community
903 Calverly Court - Ellendale

For more
Information call

507-684-3026

Check out our website at www.thewhisperingoak.com

ak

TACOS

5 p.m. till Gone

Ellendale Municipal Liquor
. 4 4 2.V 4 O A A
Now Open Sundays! —~Z

WEEKLY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS

10am-10 pm M-W € 10 am - 1 am Thur-Sat
11:30 am - 8 pm Sun € Kitchen Open at 11 am Daily

507-684-9422
Ellendale, MN

HAPPY
HOUR

Mon-Sat 3-6 pm
All day Sun

L

TFEN

CIISCI1
Heating, AN,

F.s ]']Llﬂ'ih:i]]ll-’_

24 hour service for all your
plumbing & heating needs

We’ll treat your home as
if it were our own.

THE BOLD LOOK
C'KOHLER.

256°4712
Geneva, MN
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Residents could have new electric provider soon

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

Medford residents covered by Alliant
Energy could have a new electric provid-
er within three months if everything goes
as planned.

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric,
SWCE, is in the process of acquiring Al-
liant Energy’s territory, the company that
currently serves the majority of Medford.
The company mainly serves lowa and
Wisconsin, but also has service area in
southern Minnesota.

Syd Briggs, general manager of
SWCE, says this process started three
years ago when other cooperatives in the
state started having conversations about
teaming up to purchase Alliant’s territory
that was located within their own. Twelve
electric distribution cooperatives formed
the Southern Minnesota Energy Coop-
erative, SMEC, to act as a single point of
contact for Alliant.

“We knew the territory and we knew
that Alliant’s territory was within each one
of those 12 cooperatives. We saw an op-
portunity to just ask Alliant if they were
interested in it,” Briggs said. “We average
about five meters per mile and Alliant’s
density is higher than that because they
have little concentration but a huge dis-
tance in between those concentrations.”

Briggs added, “We knew it was within
arms and anytime we can increase the
electric meters for our own personal terri-
tory it helps us on spreading out fix calls,
manager our calls and keep them lower
than what they normally would be.”

Two years ago SMEC started having

(WE ARE HOPING FOR
APPROVAL IN 60 TO 90
DAYS.”

- SWCE General Manager
Syd Briggs

conversations with Alliant and around a
year and a half ago they came up with a
tentative agreement and have been in the
approval process ever since.

“They saw a way to get rid of the ter-
ritory that is hard for them to get to,” he
said. Briggs estimates that Alliant’s to-
tal meters in southern Minnesota is only
about four percent of their total nation-
wide.

Some of the benefits of the acquisi-
tion would include delivering electricity
to an additional 43,000 electric accounts
throughout southern Minnesota, add-
ing up to 70 employees from Alliant to
the cooperatives and spreading out fixed
costs over more member-owners.

SWCE has already held thee pub-
lic hearings, all of which were strongly
in favor of the acquisition according to
Briggs. They recently presented the ac-
quisition to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission and are waiting for a ruling.
They also are awaiting approval on Alli-
ant’s side from the Iowa Public Utilities
Commission.

“We are hoping for approval in 60 to 90
days. It could take longer, but that is what
we are hoping for,” Briggs said.

If the acquisition goes through, Alli-
ant customers’ rates will stay the same

for three years and they will be invited to
become members entitling them to voting
rights, board representation and the op-
portunity to earn capital credits.

“For three years Alliant’s custom-
ers rates will stay the same, they won’t
change at all. That gives us a chance to
work the system, collect data on the sys-
tem and gives us a buffer before any deci-
sions are made,” Briggs said. “We can get
some good hard data before we change
anything.”

During those three years the coopera-
tives will hold a formal service study to
determine what should happen with the
rates.

Briggs added another benefit for Med-
ford residents specifically is that they will
have a local electric provider.

“It means that their utilities will be 10
miles away. They will have local represen-
tation on the board and input in anything
that we do. Their general manager will
now live in Owatonna. They can come see
me anytime they want, we can discuss fi-
nances, we can discuss rates and we can
talk about construction plans,” he said.

SWCE, which has been around for 79
years, has almost 2,000 meters and pri-
marily serves Rice, Steele and Waseca
counties, but also serves six bordering
counties. The cooperative has 30 em-
ployees and is regulated by its members,
versus other electric companies who are
regulated by the public utilities commis-
sion.

Mayor Lois Nelson says the city has al-
ready been working with the cooperative
for some time now and developed a good
relationship with them.

“We look forward to the total service
area after years with Alliant. Steele-Wase-
ca has served the city on both our east side
around the school with the Oakridge and
Scenic Heights Developments as well
as the west side with all our commercial
properties so we have had a good work-
ing relationship with them for a number
of years,” Nelson said. “We realize that
Steele-Waseca has several programs that
are tied to economic development which
we hope to also take advantage of once
we are fully serviced by them.”

Nelson added her only concern about
the acquisition, which some residents
have also brought to her attention, is the
fact that residents may have to pay more
for electricity.

“Since it’s a smaller cooperative elec-
tricity is going to cost our residents more.
I am hopeful that eventually the base rate
can be reduced somewhat because the
Steele-Waseca area is expanding so they
will have more customers with the addi-
tion of Medford as well as Ellendale,”
Nelson said.

The city of Medford will host an open
house for residents to hear from staff from
SWCE at 6 p.m. on Monday, March 23, at
city hall. During the open house residents
can get more information about the pos-
sible acquisition, ask questions and learn
more about SWCE.

“We will talk about how this start-
ed, the process and what we have gone
through, the timeframe, the rates staying
the same, the services we offer, who we
are and how we are organized and how
each member can be involved in their
electric company,” Briggs said.

How do we achieve goals? Here are strategies

In an earlier article, I high-
lighted the new Aims for Med-
ford Schools, which have been
by the Medford School Board:

* Assure High Achieve-
ment for All Students

» Utilize Educational Best
Practices with All Staff

* Provide a Safe and Welcom-
ing Atmosphere for Everyone

I would like to share some of
the many ways that we are work-
ing together to achieve the first which we base our decisions

of these goals, including some
strategies that we’re using to
“Assure High Achievement for
All Students”. This means that
we have high expectations for
every learner, and will provide
the support and opportunities
necessary for every student to
reach their potential. One strat-
egy that we use across all grade
levels is to utilize educational
data as the foundation around

MEDFORD

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Rich Dahman
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Sometimes children
don’t seem to care.
It’s not uncommon
for some children,
especially those
under age 3 to show
little feeling when told of the death of a
relative. And while it may seem a child
should feel sad, the child may have
little understanding of the meaning of
death. The child may not have been
particularly close to the deceased or
realized that death is permanent. Allow
and accept the child’s honest expression
and don’t make the child feel guilty or
pressured.

Direction with
dignity from
Michaelson

Funeral Home

in Owatonna.

AL
Cory Michaelson
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for curriculum and instruction.
Teachers work collaboratively
with their peers in Professional
Learning Communities (PLCs)
to examine student data (both
grade-level and individual)

and determine areas that need
to be addressed. They then use
the data to plan, develop, and
deliver lessons and assessments

to improve student achievement.

Another strategy we’re using
to prepare all students for suc-
cessful lives after high school
is to develop individualized
education plans for all students.
In grades K-6, Principal Ristau
and the Medford Elementary
School staff use data to develop
individual growth plans for each
student. In grades 7-12, our new
Ramp Up to Readiness program
involves efforts from our entire

high school staff, and is led by
our Ramp Up Coordinator (Ms.
Wagner), Guidance Counselor
(Ms. Routh), and High School
Principal (Mr. Ovrebo). Teachers,
during our Ramp Up Advisory
time, work with the students in
their advisory group to develop
individual post-secondary plans,
which detail the steps needed to
prepare each student for college
and/or careers after high school.

In addition to the planning
and instruction that is done with
all students, two other ways that
Medford Schools ensure that all
students reach their potential are
to provide additional assistance
for students who have not met
their standards, and to incorpo-
rate more challenging curricu-
lum for students who have met
their grade-level standards.

In Medford Elementary
School, math and reading spe-
cialists are utilized to provide
additional instruction for
students who need additional
time or support. While this
additional instruction is taking
place, classroom teachers are
able to provide more challeng-
ing activities for other students.
Students in grades 1-6 also have
the opportunity to take part in
our High Potential Learning
Program (HPLP) after school.

purplewave.co
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200+ items sell without reserve! Including: cranes, dozers,
dump trucks, excavators, graders, scrapers, loaders, pavers, rollers,
skid steers and more. 10% buyers premium. 866.608.9283
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There is also extra support
offered for students in grades
7-12, both in their classrooms
and through intervention
classes. High school students
who are up for more challeng-
ing courses are able to register
for many courses which provide
the opportunity to earn both
high school and college credit.

One of the ways in which
we measure our success in this
area is by our performance on
statewide assessments. Dur-
ing March and April, Medford
students will be taking the
Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessments (MCAS) in
Reading, Math, and Science.
One of our goals is to have all
grade levels perform above
the state average on all tests.

Another assessment coming
up this spring will be on April
28, as all juniors in Minnesota,
including those at Medford
High School, will take the
ACT+Writing test. This is the
first year the state has man-
dated the test for all juniors and
students will receive a college
reportable score as a result.
This will provide us with a good
picture of the college readiness
of our juniors and allow us to
improve instruction by looking
for areas we can improve. We
hope this will encourage stu-
dents that may not have taken
the ACT due to cost to consider
applying to college and seeking
education beyond high school.

Our Aims are not achiev-
able without the efforts of all
of our stakeholders, includ-
ing all school staff members,
parents and students, and the
entire Medford community. By
working together, we are able to
assure high achievement for all
students at Medford Schools.

Menus

Medford School
Breakfast Menu

Mar 17: WG Waffle
Sticks w/Syrup, Tri Tator
OR Choice of WG Cereal,
WW  Toast, Jelly/Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection,
Fruit /Juice, Milk

Mar 18: Apple Bosco
Stick OR Choice of WG
Cereal, WW Toast, Jelly/
Margarine, Vegetable Se-
lection, Fruit /Juice, Milk

Mar 19: Yogurt W/fruit
and graham crackers OR
Choice of WG Cereal, WW
Toast, Jelly/Margarine,
Vegetable Selection, Fruit /
Juice, Milk

Mar 20: Turkey Sausage
Biscuit OR Choice of WG
Cereal, WW Toast, Jelly/
Margarine, Vegetable Se-
lection, Fruit /Juice, Milk

Mar 23: Banana Choco-
late Chip, Hard Boiled Egg
OR Choice of WG Cereal,
WW  Toast, Jelly/Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection,
Fruit /Juice, Milk

Mar 24: WG French
Toast Sticks w/Syrup, Tri
Tator OR Choice of WG
Cereal, WW Toast, Jelly/
Margarine, Vegetable Se-
lection, Fruit /Juice, Milk

Mar 25: Iced WG Cin-
namon Roll OR Choice of
WG Cereal, WW Toast,
Jelly/Margarine, Vegetable
Selection, Fruit /Juice,
Milk

Medford School
Lunch Menu

Mar 17: Beefy Nachos
with Homemade Cheese
Sauce, Turkey Ranch Wrap,
Harvest Chicken Salad,
Spicy Pinto Beans, Shred-
ded Romaine Lettuce, To-
matoes, Choice of Fruit

Mar 18: Rotini with
Meatsauce, Garlic Bread-
stick, Deli Sub, Chef Salad,
Roasted Broccoli, Cel-
ery Sticks, Green Pepper
Strips, Choice of Fruit

Mar 19: Chicken &
Gravy, Dinner Rolls, Buf-
falo Chicken Wrap, Taco
Salad, Mashed Potatoes,
Baby Carrots, Diced Beets,
Choice of Fruit

Mar 20: Grilled Cheese
Sandwich and Tomato
Soup, Turkey Or Tuna Flat-
bread, Garden Vegetable
Salad, Sliced Radishes,
Broccoli  Florets, Cauli-
flower, Choice of Fruit

Mar 23: Crispy Corn
Dog, Combo Sliders, Tur-
key BLT Salad, Calico
Bean Bake, Baby Carrots,
Cauliflower, Choice of
Fruit

Mar 24: Chicken Ten-
ders, Gravy, Dinner Roll,
Crispy  Chicken  Wrap,
Cravin’ Craisin  Salad,
Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli
Florets, Corn, Choice of
Fruit

Mar 25: Pizza Parlor,
Cheese Pizza, Turkey Sub,
Chef Salad, Green Beans,
Tomato Wedges, Celery
Sticks, Choice of Fruit

CLAIM YOUR

CASH!

with help from the

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF

COMMERCE

One in twenty Minnesotans has more
than $100 in unclaimed property
waiting to be claimed.

You may be the one!
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www.michaelsonfuneral_.com
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OHS Book Club promotes reading to youngsters

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

very Monday students in the
EOwatonna High School Book
Club meet up in the OHS library
to discuss what they read, but every
now and then the group strays from
its routine to give back to others in
the community who are in need.

Last week students in the club
worked alongside students of the Key
Club, a student-run volunteer organiza-
tion, to hand-make 15 blankets to be
given to families from the Owatonna
School District that are in need.

“I thought it would promote read-
ing to younger kids and I knew how
to sew so I thought I could teach
the other kids and have them give
some of their time to others,” said
Book Club advisor Pat Wall.

For the past two years the club has
made quilts, but decided to switch
to the tie blankets this year because
they can be made quicker and more
students know how to make them.

Every blanket is folded up and
a book is placed inside along with
the message “It is never too early
to start reading to your child.”

Last year the club also par-
ticipated in the From the Heart
Race by setting up a water sta-
tion for the incoming runners.

Wall says they typlcally do
one community service project a
year; however, she would like to
see the club do more even though
they have little to no budget.

The book club currently has
around 12 students and meets every
Monday from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m.

“It is really to promote read-
ing, gets them to know other kids
and to just have fun,” Wall said.

Wall founded the club in 2009
after moving to Owatonna from a
school in Michigan where she ad-
vised a similar club. The idea was to
create a club for those students who
might not fit in to the other clubs.

Although the group primar-
ily reads fiction, they will explore
other genres if the members want

3 N

Sophomore Lydia
Revier (left), junior
Becca Callner and
junior Elizabeth
Ripple chat about
various books
while making a tie
blanket for a child
from an Owatonna
School District
family in need. The
Book Club along
with the Key Club
joined efforts to
make 15 blankets.

to do so. Typically the group reads
one book a month with the goal
of reading 100 pages per week.

“We ask them to read but if they
don’t that is OK, too,” Wall said.

The club starts in mid-September
and will go until they finish their
last book sometime in May.

Wall says she enjoys being the advi-
sor because it allows her to get to know
the students and read books that she
normally wouldn’t have picked herself.

Junior Elizabeth Ripple has
been in the club for three years.

Her freshman year, when she was
exploring the different club offer-
ings, her love of reading made the
Book Club seem like a perfect fit.
“I love talking to other people

about books and trying dif-
ferent genres,” she said.

Ripple says the one thing that
sets the club apart from other clubs
are the characters in the club.

“Alone a lot of us are pretty quiet
and the typical nerds who are quiet,
reserved and always have our noses
stuck in a book but when we come
together it is the weirdest thing ever.
We are all of a sudden very hyper,
we can’t focus on anything, and we
talk about the book we are reading
and then another book,” she said.

Besides developing friendships
with people who have similar inter-
ests with her, she enjoys the com-
munity service aspect of the club
because it encourages kids to read.

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley

“A lot of kids don’t read. I work at
the public library and when someone
comes in and asks me for a book I get
so excited. Reading is such an important
thing,” Ripple said. “When I was little
I couldn’t read very well and it impacts
your schooling so much. Reading is a
foundation for all education and so by
doing this we are hoping to not only
promote reading, but also education and
in turn improve the lives of children.”

Sophomore Lydia Revier has
been in the club for two years.

“I saw a table at the activities fair
and noticed that they had read some
books that I liked so I thought it would
be a good place to find more books
that I like,” she said. “I had a lot of fun
last year so I came back this year.”

Revier enjoys all aspects of the
club including the reading compo-
nent, eating food, watching movies
that go along with the books, play-
ing games and making the blankets.

“I think it is important that people
feel encouraged to read and that is part
of what this project does,” she said.

Revier thinks the one thing
that sets the club apart from oth-
ers is its non-commitment feel.

“A lot of activities are competition
or you are performing, but here there
is not any of that commitment. You
just come here, you have fun, you talk
about a good book, you go home and
your read if you want to or not if you
are just not feeling it that day and you
come back and participate,” she said.
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Unlimited Possibilities Dance Studio

NOW OPEN

We offer: Ballet, Hip Hop, Competition, Pointe, Jazz, Tumbling,
Tap, Lyrical, and MORE for ages 3-Adult!

NViclLL ANE.

mnhr@mclaneco.com ¢ (507) 664-3038 [

Fax (507) 664-3042

m}"um iy &
FUN CENTER

\_ 2207 7th St. NW * Rochester, MN * 507-282-7682 » familyfuncenter.com J G

(It’s all about Friends, Family & Fun!)

Best Price * Best Selection
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PROMOTER ~ RECRUITER

Looking for promoter / recruiter
in Upper Midwest.
Prior business ownership
or sales experience a plus.

75K + First Year
Position requires NO need to relocate.

\ Call (218) 303-4222

" GOLF
SPECIAL
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25 new golf cars purchased

Purchase a membership between
March 9th & 20th and get a

FREE GOLF CART
PUNCH CARD

0
i Good for ten 9-hole rounds. (A $62 Value)
; PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

NOW IS THE BEST TIME TO JOIN THE NEW BROOKTREE!
o All cart paths are paved from #1 tee to #18 green

¢ The Patio at Brooktree with a gas fireplace & pergola
¢ 19 renovated bunkers with mounded surrounds

e New steel beam bridge on #10. New berm behind #18
¢ Pro Shop and Kitchen remodeled this winter

BROOKTREE

~
[Weekly crossword onPage7B ]

GOLF

COURSE

Available at Parks & Recreation Office ® Mon-Fri 7AM-5PM e 507-444-4321
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PUZZLE SOLUTION

N Take legal action for financial losses
caused by Syngenta’s GMO corn seed.
Get the compensation you deserve!
Call us today for a free consultation.

800-798-9986

FERRER POIROT
WANSBROUGH

Feller | Daniel | Abney

ATTENTION: GMo ANDNON-GMO FARMERS | LAND OWNERS
GRAIN ELEVATORS | DISTRIBUTORS | EXPORTERS | TRANSPORTERS

Responsible attomeys: Ferrer, Poirot & Wansbrough. Principal office: 2603 Oak Lawn, Suite 300, Dallas, TX 75219. Cases likely to be referred.
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By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

What typically takes months and
months of preparation and numerous
practices, the Owatonna Figure Skating
Club has done in just four weeks.

Over the weekend 26 skaters put on
the annual ice show at the Four Seasons
Centre. This year’s theme was “Once
upon a Blade-Adventures in Storybook
Land” and featured music from the new
Cinderella movie and upcoming PAN
movie as well as from Harry Potter,
How to Train Your Dragon, Brave, Pe-
ter Pan and many other Disney classics.

The show also featured guest appear-
ances from Janelle Skaden from Shattuck-
Saint Mary’s in Faribault, choreographer
Heidi Evers from Woodbury, Owatonna
Bantam AA boys’ hockey players and
the Rochester Rhythm and Blades novice
synchronized skating team.

Those who showed up early to the
show were able to get their pictures
taken with Disney princesses includ-
ing Snow White, Cinderella, Elsa and
Anna.

Jennifer Anderson has been a coach
with the club for four years and thought
this year’s production went very
smoothly.

“Things have gone really good this
year. Everything just fell into place,”
Anderson said.

The club began working on the show
in February and had just four weeks to
pull it all together. For many skaters,
including Anderson, the show is a big
deal.

“Ever since | was little the show was
the reason why I skated,” she said. “I
love to put on the production and being
able to do the music and choreography.
Just seeing the outcome of it and every-
thing come together.”

This year’s show is different from
last year’s Olympic theme because of
the variety of characters and a first-time
appearance of the hockey boys. Ander-
son says they have asked many times
before but could never find a guy that
would do it.

Anderson’s favorite number in the
show was the opening act because that is
what she based the show’s theme off of.

“I found that and it literally grew
from that song. It is a Disney melody
and starts off with the Lion King and
then it goes to Aladdin, Pocahontas,
Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast

OWATONNA FIGURE
SKATING CLUB

e Established in 1977.

¢ Nonprofit organization made up
of skaters ranging from age three
to over 40.

e Mission is to promote and
provide recreational opportunities
in the sport of ice skating.

¢ There are five coaches and
around 20 skaters in the learn-to-
skate program.

e Club skates at Four Seasons
Complex.

and then back to the Lion King,” she
said.

She also really enjoyed the PAN
number.

“I literally started tearing up. For a lot
of them this is their first time working
together in a big group and seeing all
of them being able to skate that number
is so beautiful. It is amazing,” she said.

Seventh-grader Erica Paley has been
skating with the club since the second
grade. She skated in four numbers in-
cluding a step out solo performance
during the Harry Potter number.

“The show is a great chance for us to
be able to show off our skills and have
a little fun. It is nice for the people to
come and see what the talent in town is
like,” she said.

Paley’s favorite number was PAN
because she liked the costumes, music
and choreography. The biggest chal-
lenge for her this year was getting ready
in the four weeks.

“Every year we only have so much
time to work on the show so we really
have to make every minute count,” she
said.

Eighth-grader Anabelle Wellintz has
been skating with the club since the
fourth grade. She skated in five num-
bers including a solo to a song from the
movie Brave.

Wellintz says she enjoys the ice show
because she gets to skate with the other
skaters.

“I like that we get to skate with ev-
eryone in the skating club because we
don’t get to do that that often,” she said.

Wellintz said this year’s show was
bigger from last year’s because they
had more props and numbers. She re-
ally liked this year’s theme and chore-

ography.

Staff photos by James Knoop
Kayla Kniefel (front to back), Meagan Nowariak, Erica Paley, Krista Kniefel, Annabelle Wellnitz and Sophia Paley skate in Saturday’s “Once Upon a Blade” performance.

Skaters venture into storybook land

Above and below, Annabelle Wellnitz skates to the theme song from “Brave” during the Owatonna Skating
Club’s “Once Upon a Blade” show, containing many classic songs from Walt Disney movies.

Her favorite number was also PAN
because “I really like the choreography
because I have never done some of the
things that are in there. It is fun and
new,” she said.

Wellintz says the most challenging
part for her was remembering every-
thing such as what choreography goes
with what number and which costume
goes with which number.

Fifth-grader Afton Iverson has skated
with the club since the first grade. She
skated in six numbers, but her favorite
number was the number with the hock-
ey boys because it was something new.

Iverson says she likes doing the show
because everyone from the club and
skate school gets to participate.

“We get to show off our moves to the
little girls and they get to see what they
can do when they are older,” she said.

2015 township
election results

Last week townships in Steele
County held elections for their
open positions. Here is a recap
of what happened in each elec-
tion.

Blooming Prairie Township
had the highest voter turn out in
all of the Steele County town-
ships with 142 votes. Jerry Wencl
won the chairman position with
106 votes over Jim O’Connor

with 32 votes and Tom Trotman
with three votes. Doug Krell won
the supervisor position with 111
votes over T.J. Kartes with 28
votes and Trent Kartes with one
vote. Lastly, Katie Zipse won the
treasurer position with 120 votes
over Monica Anderson with
three votes and Carmen Krell
with one vote.

Clinton Falls Township had
12 voters. Darren Hagen took
the chairman position with all
12 votes along with Treasurer
Cynthia Johnson, who also took
all 12 votes.

Medford Township had 15
voters. Ben McAdams won the
supervisor position with all 15
votes along with Jan Svenby
as treasurer who also got all 15
votes.

Meriden Township had 35
voters. Keith Dinsc took the su-
pervisor position with 28 votes
over Mike Lassen’s seven votes.
David Mueller took the treasurer
position with all 35 votes.

Owatonna Township had a to-
tal of 13 voters. Jerry Katzung
took the chairman position with
all 13 votes and Dan Stursa took

the treasurer position with 12
votes.

Somerset Township had a to-
tal of 10 voters. Tom Haberman
took the supervisor position and
Becca Sletten took the treasurer
position, both with all 10 votes.

Summit Township had 10
voters. Larry Klocek took the
supervisor position and Wayne
Pobberstein took the treasur-
er position, each with all 10
votes.

Aurora Township had 33 voters.
Keven Loken took the supervisor
position with 32 votes and Milt

Ebeling took the treasurer position
with 32 votes.

Havanna Township had 41
voters. Julie Mussman took the
chairman position with 30 votes
over Dave Hamer with 10 votes
and Roger Carrol with one vote.
Steven Dornquast took the trea-
surer position with 38 votes.

Lemond Township had 14
voters. Dale Johnson took the
supervisor position with all 14
votes along with Jenelle Olson
who took the treasurer position
with all 14 votes.

Berlin Township had 34 voters.

Charles Crabtree took the super-
visor position with 23 votes over
Randy Schott with 11 votes. Pat
Motl took the treasurer position
with all 34 votes.

Deerfield Township had a to-
tal of 22 voters. Karl Buscho
took the supervisor position and
Brian Karne took the treasurer
position, both with all 22 votes.

Merton Township had 10 vot-
ers. Gene Peterson took the chair-
man position and Janet Springer
took the treasurer position, both
with all 10 votes.

— Shannon Kinley
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“My dad was our center of gravity, So it kind of uprooted us and we all had to learn how to be a family again ...”

— Callan Paffrath

Life renewed at

Shop operators
unite after an
untimely death

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

tragedy that would typically

cause a store to close for good

has had the opposite effect on

the Paffrath family, owners of
Paffrath Jewelers in Owatonna. They
have pulled together to overcome an
untimely death and are stronger than
ever.

Callan Paffrath represents the fourth
generation to be involved in the store.
Callan has many fond memories of
growing up in the store.

“I remember coming into the store
during the Christmas season when
I was really little and getting tips
from the customers for wrapping
their Christmas presents for them... I
remember sitting behind the counter
and pretending to polish things when
he (employee Joel Earls) was actu-
ally polishing things... I remember
sitting by the engraving machine and
throwing the disks around when I
shouldn’t have been... I remember
taking home Christmas presents for my
mother when I shouldn’t have,” Callan
recalled.

Earls has been an employee of the
store since 1991 and recalled the time
when Callan took home a $4,000 gift
from the store to give to her mother
for Christmas. It happened to be a gift
that belonged to a customer and her
father, Ted, was panicking because he
couldn’t find it. On Christmas morn-
ing she brought it out for her mother
to unwrap and what was once a scary
situation turned into a funny story.

The store originated in Willmar,
Minnesota, in 1926 and has been in
Owatonna since the 1970s. The store
has been at its current location on
Bridge Street next to Torey’s Restau-
rant & Bar for 15 years.

Callan knew she wanted to pursue
a career in retail and one day return
to take the business over from her
father. She attended the University of
Wisconsin-Stout, pursuing a degree in
retail merchandising, and after gradu-
ation went to work at Jared-Galleria
of Jewelry in Burnsville because
Ted wanted her to get some outside
experience.

Callan was only there for about a
year when she had to come back home
to take on the business after her father
passed away. A little over a year and a
half ago, Ted was cutting down a tree
when part of the tree he was cutting
fell on top of him and broke his neck.

“My dad was our center of gravity,
so it kind of uprooted us and we all had
to learn how to be a family again, but
we did and we are definitely stronger
than we have ever been before,” Callan
said. “As a store it was very hard. Per-
sonally I didn’t understand how much
the community loved him so it was
hard stepping into such big shoes, but
he prepared me my whole life for this,
and I didn’t even know it.”

Callan says they have received an
outpouring of support from the com-
munity and had many customers thank
them for remaining strong and retain-
ing the integrity of the store and the
family’s legacy.

“It used to be hard every day, but
I have found therapy in being in the
store every day because I hear differ-
ent stories. I hear things about my dad
that I never knew all the time and I’ve
learned to just smile and laugh about

5.
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Staff photos by Shannon Kinley

Top, merchandise at Paffrath Jewelers in Owatonna is shown. Above, Callan Paffrath, co-owner of Paffrath Jewelers, helps customer Tiffany Bjorge custom-
design an anniversary ring that will incorporate both of her children.

—~——TF

Joel Earls works on re-pronging a piece of jewelry. Earls has worked at the store since September 1991.

it, be happy and live in his memories,”
Callan said.

Callan says she still has some sad
days but the family copes by commu-
nicating, loving and smiling because
they are all still around to support each
other.

Callan’s two main focuses for the
store are custom design and bridal
jewelry. By the end of the month they
will have a new line called Bridal
Bells, making them have one of the
largest bridal selections in southern
Minnesota.

“Our purpose is to really make that
connection with the customer and to
really make it a lifelong relationship.
We are not here just to sell you the
most expensive thing in the store. I
want to make sure that you feel like
you got what is best for you and your

relationship,” Callan said.

The store also has on site repair,
sells Pandora jewelry and various other
jewelry including birthstone jewelry,
anniversary rings, baby merchandise,
diamond earrings, bracelets and reli-
gious jewelry.

Callan feels the one thing that sets
their store apart from others is their
approachability.

“We are extremely outdoorsy down
to earth people. You can sit here and
talk to Joel about dog training, you can
talk to me about motorcycles... you
can talk to us about anything it doesn’t
even have to be about jewelry. We are
a part of the community and we have
been here all our lives. We don’t come
here and try to be somebody that we
are not,” Callan said. “We have a lot of
heart behind the things we sell. We are

trying to make you happy, we are not
trying to make you buy something that
you don’t need.”

Callan enjoys continuing her fam-
ily’s legacy because she not only gets
to be creative, but also gets to hear
stories from all the customers.

“I get to be a part of something that
is so much bigger than myself. I am
lucky to say that I love coming to work
every day, I love who I work with, |
love what I do and not many people
can say that,” she said. “It is a really
special feeling to be able to say that
I am fourth generation in a Jewelry
store.”

Callan’s hope for the future is that
they continue to be successful and
grow over the years with the hopes of
one day expanding to be even bigger,
possibly a stand-alone store.

e N
Customer

comments

Customer Alex Terhaar
grew up in Wayzata, Min-
nesota, and has been a
customer of the company
for four years. He found out
about the store after he met
Callan in college.

He recently surprised his
girlfriend with an engage-
ment ring that they custom
designed.

“l had done no research
and just asked for a few
hip options. They texted
me some pictures (he cur-
rently lives in Arizona) and
they always go above and
beyond when | call in and
need something or have
a question,” Terhaar said.
“Not many stores will really
go out of their way for ev-
ery customer. Many of my
friends have had great ex-
periences there as well.”

Customer Tiffany Bjorge
grew up in Owatonna and
her and her parents have
been customers of the
Paffraths for many years.
Bjorge’s sister is actually
Callan’s best friend.

Bjorge recently visited the
shop to design a special an-
niversary or mothers ring in-
corporating both of her chil-
dren into it.

“l like to give back to the
community. She is like fami-
ly. It is not just another chain
jewelry store,” Bjorge said.

\ J




‘f
s

s

D Sectlon

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

he Minnesota Agriculture in Class-
room program has a very simple
vision and a very simple mission.

The vision states that “agriculture is
valued by all,” and the mission says “increas-
ing agricultural literacy through K-12 educa-
tion.”

Alan Withers, who is the program director
for Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom,
said we are empowering agriculture through
our materials. “Our market is K-12 and is
heavy into science, social studies and language

rts,” he said. “We’ve tried to provide materials
in various formats so teachers can look at our
menu.”

More educators are using the program be-
cause there are less youth coming from farms,
Withers said. “Our materials have become of
more interest to the high school,” he said.

This week is National Ag Week across the
nation. National Ag Day is being celebrated
on Wednesday, March 18. National Ag Day is
meant to honor the American farmer.

History dates back to 1985

The Minnesota Agriculture in the Class-
room is a program that has helped Americans
understand the farming community. It has been
part of a national network since 1981 when the
program was initiated at the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.

In 1985, the state of Minnesota hired Withers
to start a program in Minnesota. He has been
the only program director and is the longest
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Understand agriculture
with a simple vision and mission

Minnesota Ag in the classroom has been around since 1985

standing program director in the nation. In
2011, he was able to hire Sue Knott as an
education specialist.

“There was a lot of momentum of teach-
ers in public valuing agriculture, wanting to
be closer to it, getting better connected and
learning more about it,” Withers said.

The program also provides professional
development for teachers. Knott spends time
at colleges and universities training teachers.

Minnesota Ag in the Classroom has a web-
site that offers educators various resources
including lessons, Ag links and a place to
order materials. Possibly the most popular
information comes from AgMag and AgMag
Junior.

The AgMag is produced and distributed
three times each school year and is geared
for use in grades 4-6. It has content for Min-
nesota geography and history, current events,
science and factual reading. Part of our job is
to give students a frame of reference where
Ag was and where Ag is today. “We have to
give them a historical reference,” he said.

Withers stated that in a survey last year
many saw it as a source of accurate informa-
tion about agriculture.

Educating students
for past 12 years

Jennifer Hansen, a sixth-grade teacher at
Willow Creek, has been using the materials for
the past 12 years.

“I love it. I grew up in Owatonna,” she said.
“My friends and family are involved in Ag-
related jobs and farming.”

Each sixth-grade teacher at Willow Creek
uses AgMag.

COOPERATIVE

Serving South Central Minnesota
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Praririe High School last year. Christianson was

Hansen said the material makes the teacher’s
job easier because there is very little prepara-
tion. “It is so well laid out,” she said.

She became involved in the program after
attending a Minnesota Council for Social Stud-
ies conference and having her first chance of
meeting Withers who was showing the Ag in
the Classroom materials at the conference.

“I got involved with Al
and have been able to the
materials right into the
classroom with what I
am doing,” she said.
“The materials are
really well done. Itis a
great way for students
to see how agricul-
ture impacts their
lives every day in
every way.”

And that is what
makes the program
successful. It pro-
vides the students
an understanding of
how agriculture works
and provides them a greater awareness of the
agriculture business. In addition, the youth who
are in the agricultural field are able to step up
and take leadership roles in the classroom.

“Sixth graders are learning more about what
the agriculture field is about — where food
comes from, how the food gets to them and
how agriculture impacts their own personal
life,” Hansen said.

She adds that her job is to teach youth about
Minnesota. “Minnesota is an Ag-based state.
Owatonna is an Ag-based community,” Hansen
said. “They need to know where food, clothing,
fibers and paper are coming from. All are Ag-
related products.”

in the

School gardens taking off
One item that has been taking off in school
districts because of Minnesota Ag in the Class-

(Classroom

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer
Emma Christianson waters tomatoes in the greenhouse at the garden outside of the Blooming

part of the Garden Club.

room program is school gardens. “Last year
we did a comprehensive guide with 31 plant
science lessons in it,” Withers said. “Itis a
launching pad for learning about plant systems.
Part of it is developing ownership skills and
responsibility among kids.”
Each teacher has a different way of using
agriculture in the classroom. Through the
lessons banks, there are
100 lessons ready to go.
“We look at it as giv-
ing a market basket of
materials,” Withers
said. ‘They can figure
out how they want
to bring Ag into
context of their
class.”
The job of the
Ag in the Class-
room program is
to help educators
see how agricul-
ture impacts every-
day life involving
food, clothing,
shelter and substance. “They’ve now become
engaged. They want to learn more about what
food comes from and the processing pieces of
it,” Withers said. “Ag fits the trend for STEM
education. Certainly when you look at the
academic standards you can fit agriculture into
lots of places in social studies, science and
language arts.”
The recent Ag magazine survey showed
that 65 percent use it in social studies and 35
percent use it in science.
“We absolutely listen to our market,” With-
ers said.
For more information about Minnesota Ag in
Classroom visit the website at http://www.mda.
state.mn.us.
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Minnesota Grown: Buy shares now, enjoy products soon

he Minnesota Grown Program
I advises anyone interested in

Community Supported Agri-
culture (CSA), to purchase shares
now, while they are still avail-
able. CSA farms are a fast-growing
model for direct-farm marketing
and production. Minnesota CSA
farms have exploded in the past
decade, growing from 10 farms in
2005 to 90 farms currently listed in
the Minnesota Grown Directory.

planning are important when join-
ing a CSA program, “Make sure
you do your research. No two
CSA’s are alike and you want to
choose one that meets your specific
needs as a consumer. Some shares
even include meat, eggs, dairy or
baked goods. Take advantage of
the community aspect of the pro-
gram. Please reach out and chat
with your farmer to learn more!”
Joining a CSA is a great way to

get healthy, local produce! Typi-
cally, a full share is enough to feed
four vegetable-loving adults. Many
farms also offer half shares for
purchase. Consumers can quickly
find their nearest CSA farm by visit-
ing www.minnesotagrown.com and
entering their city or zip code. They
may also order a copy of the FREE
printed Minnesota Grown Directory
by calling 1-800-657-3878 or go-
ing to www.minnesotagrown.com.

A CSA farm sells subscriptions
or memberships to their program.
Members pay dues before the grow-
ing season to receive a share of
produce later in the summer, gener-
ally once per week for 14-20 weeks,
or more. CSA farms schedule and
deliver shares to drop sites for cus-
tomer pickup of fresh, local prod-
ucts. Many farms offer drop sites
outside the city where they farm.

Mark Boen of Bluebird Gardens in

Fergus Falls looks forward to a great
CSA season and encouraged buying
shares soon, “Purchasing a CSA share
is a great way to connect with your
local farmers and provide your family
with nutritionally dense food that’s
been raised in a sustainable way. Re-
serve your spot early. Farmers do have
shares left, but they move quickly.
You don’t want to miss your chance
Minnesota Grown spokeswoman,
Jessica Miles, said preparation and
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Corn Growers
accepting
Agvocate
applications

The Minnesota Corn Growers
Association (MCGA) is accept-
ing applications for its 2015-
16 Student Agvocate program.
Successful applicants will re-
ceive a $3,000 scholarship and
hands-on leadership experience
working with agriculture profes-
sionals on behalf of Minnesota’s
corn farmers.

Applications must be submitted
by April 10 and can be found at
www.mncorn.org. MCGA Agvo-
cates will be selected by May 15.

Applicants must be enrolled in
a two- or four-year post-second-
ary education or training pro-
gram and possess strong writ-
ten and verbal communications
skills. Applicants do not need to
be corn farmers or come from
a corn-farming family. Anyone
who meets the qualifications
with an interest in food, farming,
biofuels or corn may apply.

MCGA Agvocates will serve
one-year terms beginning in
June of 2015. Duties include
working at agriculture-related
events, media interviews and
speaking out on behalf of corn
farmers on social media.

For more details on MCGA'’s
Student Agvocate program, in-
cluding a full application and
a complete list of duties, go to
www.mncorn.org or contact
Cara Soper, MCGA Field Coor-
dinator, at csoper@mncorn.org.

Dr. Paul Meints

MN Corn Growers Association hires research director

The Minnesota Corn Growers
Association recently announced
the hiring of Dr. Paul Meints to
serve as the organization’s re-
search director.

According to a news release
from the MCGA:

Meints will oversee a farmer-
funded research portfolio to-
taling $4 million annually that
supports projects at institutions
including the University of Min-
nesota, as well as on-farm initia-
tives such as Discovery Farms
Minnesota.

“I'm  looking forward to
working on behalf of Minneso-
ta’s corn farmers and maximiz-
ing their research investments
to seek solutions to a variety of
issues,” Meints said in a state-
ment. “Whether it’s improving
water quality or finding new
uses for corn, Minnesota’s corn
farmers have demonstrated their
commitment to supporting qual-
ity research. This is a great op-
portunity.”

Meints, who grew up on a
family corn, soybean, pork and

beef farm in Chippewa County
in Western Minnesota, has a
bachelor’s degree in agronomy
and a master’s degree in plant
breeding genetics from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. Meints
earned his Ph.D. at Oregon State
University.

After working on the faculty
at Mississippi State University
from 1997-2004, Meints lived
in Kenya for three years where
he helped the East African na-
tion improve its agricultural and
plant-breeding practices.

When Meints returned to the
United States, he remained at
Mississippi State until accept-
ing a position as Research Pro-
gram Manager at the Minnesota
Soybean Research & Promotion
Council, where he served until
he joined the MCGA staff on
March 10.

Meints replaces Dr. Adam
Birr, who was named MCGA
Executive Director in Septem-
ber.

To learn more about MCGA,

visit mncorn.org.

Funding available for speciality crop, extension

Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack announced the avail-
ability of more than $66.5 mil-
lion in funding for research
and extension activities to ad-
dress the needs of Americars
specialty crop industry and
solve critical organic agricul-
tural production issues. The
grants will be funded through
the Specialty Crop Research
Initiative and the Organic Ag-
riculture Research and Exten-
sion Initiative. Both programs
are administered by USDA’s
National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) and made
available through the 2014
Farm Bill.

“Investments in projects to
help organic producers and
specialty crop growers are an
important way USDA helps
American farmers establish new
business opportunities through-
out the country,” said Vilsack.
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“The projects funded by these
programs will build on USDA
support for local and regional
markets. And strengthening lo-
cal markets grows the rural
economy while improving ac-
cess to healthy food for millions
of children and supplying farm-
ers markets, restaurants and oth-
er businesses with fresh, high-
quality fruits and vegetables.”

Specialty crops are defined
in law as “fruits and veg-
etables, tree nuts, dried fruits
and horticulture and nursery
crops, including floriculture.”
The Specialty Crop Research
Initiative (SCRI) develops and
disseminates science-based
tools to address the needs of
specific crops. The projects
funded address research and
extension needs for crops that
span the entire spectrum of
specialty crops production,
from researching plant genet-
ics to improving crop charac-
teristics; identifying and ad-
dressing threats from pests and
diseases; improving production
and profitability; developing
new production innovations
and technologies; and develop-
ing methods to respond to food
safety hazards.

Past projects include a proj-
ect at Michigan State Univer-
sity to develop sustainable
pollination strategies for U.S.
specialty crops, a grant to the
University of Arkansas to cre-
ate genomic resources needed
for spinach to develop resis-
tance to the downy mildew
pathogen, and a project at
North Carolina State Univer-
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sity that is developing genomic
tools to produce low cost and
high quality Christmas trees
with properties desired by con-
sumers.

SCRI pre-applications are
due March 30, 2015, and full
applications are due July 2,
2015. Please see the request
for applications for specific
program requirements.

Additionally, in fiscal year
2015, NIFA will make $25
million available through the
Citrus Disease Research and
Extension (CDRE) program,
a subset of SCRI focused on
research and extension activi-
ties to improve citrus health.
NIFA will issue a supplemental
Request For Applications for
CDRE subsequently.

The purpose of the Organic
Agriculture Research and Ex-
tension Initiative (OREI) is to
fund high-priority research,
education, and extension proj-

ects that enhance the ability of

producers and processors who
have already adopted organic
standards to grow and market
high quality organic products.
Priority concerns include bio-
logical, physical, and social
sciences, including economics.
Past projects include a proj-
ect at Utah State University to
foster the development of eco-
nomically viable and environ-
mentally sustainable farming
systems to address the issues
facing western U.S. dryland
organic wheat producers, a
grant to lowa State University

to enhance the sustainability of

organic systems by integrating

crop and livestock production
systems, and a project at Pur-
due University that addresses
crop management issues faced
by organic tomato producers.

Funded projects will aid
farmers and ranchers with
whole farm planning by deliv-
ering practical research-based
information and will improve
the ability for growers to de-
velop the Organic System Plan
required for certification.

ORETI has eight legislatively-
defined goals:

Facilitating the development
and improvement of organic
agriculture production, breed-
ing, and processing methods.

Evaluating the potential eco-
nomic benefits of organic agri-
cultural production and meth-
ods to producers, processors
and rural communities.

Exploring international trade
opportunities for organically
grown and processed agricul-
tural commodities.

Determining desirable traits
for organic commodities.

Identifying marketing and
policy constraints on the ex-
pansion of organic agriculture.

Conducting advanced on-
farm research and development
that emphasizes observation
of, experimentation with, and
innovation for working organic
farms, including research relat-
ing to production, marketing,

food safety, socioeconomic
conditions, and farm business
management.

Examining optimal conser-
vation and environmental out-
comes relating to organically

programs

produced agricultural products.

Developing new and im-
proved seed varieties that are
particularly suited for organic
agriculture.

A Notification of Intent to
Submit an Application is due
on April 1, 2015. Full applica-
tions are due April 30, 2015.
Please see the request for ap-
plications for specific program
requirements.

NIFA previously announced
more than $51 million in fund-
ing for the fiscal year 2014
SCRI grantees. Additionally,
NIFA announced more than
$19 million in funding for the
fiscal year 2014 OREI grants.

Today’s announcement was
authorized by the 2014 Farm
Bill. The Farm Bill builds on
historic economic gains in ru-
ral America over the past six
years, while achieving mean-
ingful reform and billions of
dollars in savings for taxpay-
ers. Since enactment, USDA
has made significant progress
to implement each provision of
this critical legislation, includ-
ing providing disaster relief to
farmers and ranchers; strength-
ening risk management tools;
expanding access to rural cred-
it; funding critical research;
establishing innovative public-
private conservation partner-
ships; developing new markets
for rural-made products; and
investing in infrastructure,
housing and community facili-
ties to help improve quality of
life in rural America. For more
information, visit www.usda.
gov/farmbill.

Bennett will host listening session March 21

Rep. Peggy Bennett, R-Albert
Lea, will co-host a free listening
session at 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, March 21 at the Blooming
Prairie City Center to hear feed-
back from constituents, farmers

foot buffer zone around “all of
Minnesota’s waters, regardless
of their classification or desig-
nation.”

Bennett has invited Gov.
Dayton, Lt. Gov. Tina Smith,

Water and Soil Resources Ex-
ecutive Director John Jaschke to
attend the meeting to present de-
tails of their proposal, and give
farmers a chance to offer input
and feedback.
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and other members of the agri-
culture community about Gov-
ernor Dayton’s proposed buffer
plan, which would institute a 50

Minnesota Agriculture =~ Com-
missioner Dave Frederickson,
Minnesota DNR Commissioner
Tom Landwehr and Board of

“Farmers all ‘agree on the
importance of water conserva- ¢
tion and being good stewards
of the environment,” Bennett



Home
Show
soon in
Steele

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

The current farm bill, un-
manned aerial vehicles and
irrigation and drainage are just a
few of the many topics farmers
and ranchers will be discussing
at the upcoming North Ameri-
can Farm and Home Show.

The event will be held March
19-21 at the Four Seasons
Centre on the Steele County
Fairgrounds in Owatonna. On
March 19-20, the event will
run from 9 am. to 5 p.m. The
final day the doors will be open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There
will be exhibits on new farm
and ranch technology, feed and
seed data, building technology,
free educational seminars, field
sprayers and planting updates and
drainage and tile management.

“Like all of our farm shows we
bring together farmers and ranch-
ers from a five-state region to
have exhibitors talk to them and
get ideas,” said Steve Guenthner,
show director for TradeExpos.
“Farmers and ranchers look at
new products and equipment.”

One of the highlights of the
farm and home show involves
seed companies. Seed compa-
nies have been instrumental in
developing seeds to resistance
including those through droughts,
Guenthner said. “There have
been a lot of strides made in
the last 15 to 20 years,” he said.
“It is no secret there are a lot of
people to feed. The Midwest is
the breadbasket and is a leader
in safe food production.”

While there are a few differ-
ent exhibitors participating, the
show is sold out. There will be
236 exhibitors in the facility. In
addition, several seminars will
be held throughout the three
days to discuss the farming
industry and several hot topics.

“Everyone wants to be
educated,” Guenthner said.

One of those hot topics is
unmanned aerial vehicles.

“It is a huge business now
and there is a lot of inter-
est in it,” Guenthner said.

Another interesting topic
involves irrigation and drain-
age. Guenthner said til-
ing is a big industry. “Itis a
proven fact that tiling helps
crop production,” he said.

And then there is the current
farm bill; an issue that Guenthner
said is taking farmers 2-3 hours
just to go through a few pages
to figure out what it means.

One of the major seminars
involves farm estate planning.
“It is no secret that it is an aging
farming community,” Guenthner
said. “The last 15 years, those
ages 55 to 65 realize there are a
lot of dollars invested and they
want to know how to pass that
on to their kids and do it prop-
erly so nobody has to pay huge
taxes. It is very important.”

Hansen said he learned early
on that there is a right way and a
wrong way to do things, and one
might as well just do it the right
way. “I always had it hammered
into me to have all of your ducks
in a row,” he said, adding he has
always been very detail oriented.

He credits his parents as
well as Tilleraas and Tande for
teaching him the importance of
education. Hansen said it was
stressed to him from an early
age to not just float through life,
but to do something with it.

And Hansen has.

After graduating from Bloom-
ing Prairie in 1969, Hansen
achieved a bachelor’s degree in
animal science from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in 1973. He
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obtained a master’s degree in
1978 and his doctor of phi-
losophy in animal breeding from
Iowa State University in 1981.

He has been a professor of
animal science at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, St. Paul
campus for the past 33 years.

He focuses solely on dairy
cattle in his classes, which
Hansen says isn’t all that com-
mon for college professors.

Hansen teaches a semester
course in dairy cattle genetics that
is comparable in only one other
university in the entire country.
As aresult of his excellent teach-
ing skills, many of the geneticists
in dairy cattle breeding com-
panies are U of M graduates.

In addition to teaching, he
coaches the university’s dairy
cattle judging team. The team has
competed in 20 contests over the
past five years and placed in the
top five in the national contest.
The team has captured first place
in eight of the 20 contests.

As part of the judging teams,
members must give oral reasons
presentations outlining why
they picked the animals they
did. The success of the team has
come from Hansen’s teaching,
knowledge and ability to impart
enthusiasm to team members.

With the judging team,
Hansen said he has “recruited
and worked with top kids to
make the world a better place.”

Ironically, Hansen is being
inducted into the Hall of Fame
along with the man who was his
dairy judging coach from earlier
years. Joe Stransky of Owatonna
was Hansen’s coach during his
4-H days in Steele County.

Hansen also is the advisor for
the Gopher Dairy Club, which
he organized 30 years ago. The
student organization has the larg-
est membership in the country.

The professor is a noted
researcher in dairy genetics,
focusing on the potential of

crossbreeding. Hansen has spo-

ken on the topic across the world,

including 24 different countries.

“I’ve left a mark in dairy
research,” Hansen said. “T’'m
competitive and [ am not
complacent,” he added.

He has received numerous
teaching awards over the years.

At 63 years old, Hansen, who
is an avid runner, loves his job

in the classroom and has no

plans to retire until at least 70.
Said Hansen: “I’m so blessed

today to be at one of the premier

universities in the world and to be

at the farm campus in St. Paul.”
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Left and below,
people browse at

a recent farm fair.
The North American
Farm and Home
Show is set for
March 19-21 at
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Fairgrounds in
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Let,Us, Put;A; Drainage,
Project;Like, This,On,
Your,Earm,

40 Years
> in Business!

Call Dallas for all

Excavation & Drainage, Inc. your Dra“‘age Needs!

507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

3695 Hoffman Drive NW - Owatonna - loken@qwestoffice.net

Mﬂﬁ[ > —

Producers N! 63115
Battle Creeks

Justin Krell - District Sales Manager
507.456.3834
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Earms
& Power Show

March 19, 20, 21
Four Seasons Complex
Owatonna

' @r~m {,e'r[iE‘

Come see
us at the farm
show!

THE NEW SKIDS ON THE BLOCK:
GEHL R SERIES MID-SIZE SKID LOADERS

\ Three all-new additions to the R Series Skid Loader line combine
the reliability and features the industry has come to expect from
Gehl. These skid loaders feature an all-new operator station
with an integrated digital display, new load arm design
with increased visibility, Tier IV engines and several

AVAILABLE

rt h |a n d 2250 Austin Rd., Owatonna » 507-451-3131
Find uson

CONSTRUCTION, TURF
G = H L n Facebook

& AG EQUIPMENT
gehl.com Gehl Compact Equipment

R S

‘A'.A‘-‘

>

SunCpta

Grains and Foods Group

Organic | Non-GMO | Identiy Preserved

Contact us for Crop
Planning & Crop Programs

H IP, Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans
M IP and Organic Corn

B Organic Feed Inputs

: B Conventional Grains

AN g ‘ \\\ N | Agronomy Inputs

3. SOYBEAN & CORN ACRES
y locations in Hope Blooming Prairie & Ellendale, MN
~ \Contracts W\th‘l ear-rot nd“éluvery

or éll your grain marketing needs.

COOPERATIVE

entral Vaney

Serving South Central Minnesota
with petroleum, agronomy, & heating and
cooling products & services.

Toll Free: 800-270-2339
www.centralvalleycoop.com

Remember to LOOKUP
if you operate one of these

Failure to notice overhead power lines

could be a deadly oversight.

stee l e-waseca Your Touchstone Energy® Partner )QT,){

The power of human connections

coo peratlve 2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna MN 55060
= 507-451-7340 « 800-526-3514
E I GCt rl C SWCe@swce.coop ¢ WWW.SWCe.coop

Now Offering:

tuning technologies

STEINBAUER
™ DERFORMANCE

e Aluminum
Wheel Polishing

e Tracks

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair

Heavy Duty Truck - Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales
Wheel Alignment - Tire Balancing

REPAIR
507-455-0388

870 32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Featuring:

BFGoodrich

Firestone
FARM TIRES

PHONE: 507-451-4724 * TOLL-FREE: 1-800-342-6976 » EMAIL: GROWER@SUNOPTA.COM Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair 53;1_2"5 ’5"_7:]"” 38 s
WE HAVE A Come v

UTILITY seeus || | |FT WITH YOUR BQW BUNDLE @
CART or FINGER NOT 4 PROGRAM: Husqvarna

GOLF CART YOUR BACK

JUST RIGHT FOR YOU.

e Effortlessly raises

for easy maintenance

* Shortens length to simplify
storage and trailering

Exclusive PowerFold® option lifts decks with the flip of a switch

FrontMount™ DuraMax® decks
o Access to underside of deck

Rowertold

507-583-2712 507-583-2712 507-583-2712
" Hwy 218 South, Blooming Prairie, MN " Hwy 218 South, Blooming Prairie, MN " Hwy 218 South, Blooming Prairie, MN
www.minersoutdoor.com Www.minersoutdoor.com www.minersoutdoor.com W.minemuwooncom www.minersoutdoor.com Www,mlnersoutdoor,com

YOUR NEXT MOWER®

Save 20%

off your entire

urchase

Come P

see us *On qualified product.
07070) Ask us about it at

the show!
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Lauren Schammel, left, and Abby Aldrich tested how much electricity devices use when they’re not plugged in during
last week’s science fair at Blooming Prairie Elementary School. They received purple ribbons and are invited to the

Mankato Regional Science Fair on April 25.

J&H LIQUORS

340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie ® 507-583-7557

- BAR BINGO: MONDAY @ 6:30 P.M.
- MEAT RAFFLES: FRIDAY @ 5:30 P.M.
(MEAT PROVIDED BY GENEVA MEATS)

- BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB:

- APRIL 4: CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY
“29” YEARS OF BUSINESS
MUNCHIES & DRINK SPECIALS

7 P.M.-8:30 P.M. FEB. 17, MARCH 3, APRIL 14 & MAY 5

:

[OWATON NA

March 18:

12 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, St John
Lutheran Church, Owa

4 p.m. EDA, Council Chambers, City Hall
March 19:

[BLOOMING PRAIRIE

12 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, St John
Lutheran Church, Owa

March 18:

10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time

12 p.m. Chamber Mtg, Pizza Cellar
March 19:

BP Cancer Group Daffodil Days, available at A

Touch of Charm for $10
March 20:

BP Cancer Group Daffodil Days, available at A

Touch of Charm for $10

5 p.m. Knights of Columbus, Fish Fry #2 (ON
HOLD), BPSC

March 21:

BP Cancer Group Daffodil Days, available at A

Touch of Charm for $10
March 22:

BP Cancer Group Daffodil Days, available at A

Touch of Charm for $10

March 23:

1 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, BPHS
March 24:

Card Club & Luncheon

Kindergarten Connection, BPES Gym

6 p.m. BPBL Book Club

March 25:

BP ISD Large Group Music, Stewartville
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time

March 26:

BP ISD Band/Choir Music Trip, Chicago

210 Fourth St. N.E. - Blooming Prairie + 507-583-7884

+ Raffle drawing first Saturday of every month
« Happy Hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
« Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 5 p.m.

LENT SPECIAL: LUNCH SPECIAL (3/19-20):

BUY ONE SHRIMP/FISH GET WALLEYE SANDWICH &
ONE HALF PRICE COLE SLAW

6 p.m. Owa PS Lincoln PTO Mtg

6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time

7 p.m. Owa PS All City & OHS Choir Concert
7 p.m. Steele County Historical Society,
Roundtable Discussion on the Vietnam War,
Wenger Room at History Center

March 20:

Owa PS No School 9-12

8 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, St John
Lutheran Church, Owa

March 21:

9 a.m. Steele County History Center Artifact
Show

March 22:

8 a.m. Kiwanis Club of Owatonna, Dad’s
Belgian waffles and sausage, Owatonna VFW
March 23:

12 p.m. Owatonna Noon Rotary Club, Country
Club

4 p.m. Owatonna Housing & Redevelopment
Authority, 2nd FIr Conference Rm, City Hall
6:30 p.m. Owa PS School Brd Mtg

March 24:

9:30 a.m. OPL Tale Time! 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
4 p.m. OPU Utilities Commission, Utilities Plant
Office

5:30 p.m. Owatonna Planning Commission,
Council Chambers, City Hall

6 p.m. Steele Co Commission

7 p.m. Steele Co.: Co Brd Mtg, Administration
Center BR

March 26:

2 p.m. OPL Independent & World Films

6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time

[ELLENDALE/G ENEVA

EX' press
EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
wWww.expresspros.com

March 19:

5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm

March 22:

8:30 a.m. Dana Standke Benefit, NRHEG ES
March 23:

5:30 p.m. 55+ Driver Improvement Program,
NRHEG HS

6 p.m. Dodge City Council Mtg

6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Elindl
March 24:

7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North ElIndI
March 26:

5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm

7:30 p.m. Ellendale City Council Mtg (2nd & 4th
Thurs), Training/Mtg Rm

812 S. Elm Ave.  Owatonna * 507-455-3002 » 800-832-3002

n

fnbwaseca.com | 507-684-2691

ON BRIEF

Breakfast brunch is set
for March 22 at VFW Club

A breakfast brunch, featuring all-you-can-eat Dad’s
Belgian waffles and sausage, will be served as a Ki-
wanis fundraiser from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., Sunday,
March 22 at the Owatonna VFW Club, 135 Oakdale
St. Proceeds will benefit student scholarships and
many local community service needs. Clubs serving
are the Kiwanis Golden K, Kiwanis Noon Club and the

Owatonna High School Kiwanis Key Club.

Advance sale tickets at $6.50 are available from
Kottke Jewelers and Kiwanis Club and Key Club

members. Tickets sold at the door are $7.50.

Fabulous Love Handles to perform

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

Waseca | Ellendale | Hope | MemberFDIC

The Fabulous Love Handles will perform from 7-11
p.m. March 27 at the Eagles Club in Owatonna.

Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 at the door. Tick-
ets can be purchased at Kottke Jewelers and CashWise
Foods. Proceeds will go to the Patient Care Fund at
Homestead Hospice. This fund allows anyone in need
of end-of-life care to receive it regardless of finances.

Steele County Times + Tuesday, March 17, 2015 - 5D

%< SPOT LIGHT

Pancake breakfast for
NRHEG student is Sunday

A pancake breakfast will take place Sunday from
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at NRHEG Elementary School
in Ellendale. This breakfast is part of a benefit for
Dana Standke, who is a fifth grader at NRHEG and
had her arm amputated following a farm accident
last fall. A free will offering will be taken for the
breakfast.

In addition to the breakfast, there will be a bake
sale, silent auction and a live auction, which gets
underway at 1 p.m. Monetary donations and items
for the live and silent auction would be appreciated.
They can be brought to the First National Bank lo-
cations in Ellendale or Hope. For more information,
contact Cindi Bartness at 507-456-6280.

Standke, who is the daughter of Shelly Standke
and Dan Enzenauer, got her right arm caught in an
auger on Nov. 9. The family farms about six miles
north of Ellendale.

[OTHER COUNTIES

\

Dodge

March 18:

K-M Knowledge Bowl Regional Competition
7:30 a.m. Hayfield Chamber Mtg, Uncle Mony’s/
Spare Time Lanes

2 p.m. K-M Global Games, CE3

3:30 p.m. K-M Trash to Treasures, CE Rm CE3
5:30 p.m. Dodge Center American Legion, Pizza
& Bear

March 19:

1 p.m. Mantorville Art Guild Youth Art Month Art
Show

5:30 p.m. Dodge Center American Legion,
Hamburger, Fries, Chicken Sandwiches

6 p.m. Triton Choir Concert, PAC

6:30 p.m. K-M Autism & the Brain, CE MPR
6:30 p.m. K-M Kids’ Fused Glass Class, Comm
Rd Rm CEG6

6:30 p.m. Mantorville Art Guild, Art & Wine Event

6:30 p.m. Triton Zumba, Multipurpose Rm

7 p.m. City Council Mtg, West Concord City Hall
7:30 p.m. Triton Band Concert, PAC

March 20:

K-M Knowledge Bowl Regional Competition

1 p.m. Mantorville Art Guild Youth Art Month Art
Show

March 21:

10 a.m. K-M Parenting w/ a Nurtured Heart/Gym

Time, Comm Ed Multipurpose Rm

1 p.m. Mantorville Art Guild Youth Art Month Art

Show

March 22:

1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Mantorville Art Guild Youth Art

Month Art Show
March 23:
1 p.m. Mantorville Art Guild Youth Art Month Art

Show
6:30 p.m. K-M 5th Grd Dare Graduation, MS Gym

March 24:

Triton FFA, RCTC
9:30 a.m. Dodge Co Commission

10 a.m. Library Story Time, West Concord PL
10 a.m. WCPL Story Time/Crafts

Blooming Prairie

www.minimizer.com

Minimizer soo-24s-3855
R

[M EDFORD

-

March 18:

6 p.m. Medford EDA

March 19:

2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

3:15 p.m. Medford ES Elementary Art Club, Rm
311

March 23:

2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

7 p.m. Medford City Council, City Hall

March 24:

9 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, Medford School
3:15 p.m. Medford ES Elementary Art Club, Rm
311

March 26:

2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

3:15 p.m. Medford ES Elementary Art Club, Rm
311

First State Bank of Red Wing Medford Branch

"5 “[Ef 507-451-2122

: : ¢ Weareproudto bea

P www.isbredwing.com R §.5tar Community Bank!
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Steele County Notice of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF DELINQUENT TAXES

District Court
3rd Judicial District

State of Minnesota
County of Steele

TO: ALL PERSONS WITH A LEGAL INTEREST IN THE PARCELS OF
REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING DELINQUENT
TAX LIST

A list of real property in Steele County on which delinquent real
property taxes and penalties are due has been filed with the District
Court Administrator of Steele County. This list is published to inform
all persons that the listed property is subject to forfeiture because of
delinquent taxes.

The property owner, taxpayer, or other interested persons must either
pay the tax and penalty plus interest and costs or file a written objection
with the District Court Administrator. The objection must be filed by April
20, 2015, stating the reason why the tax or penalty is not due on the
property. If no objection is filed, a court judgment will be entered against
the property for the unpaid tax, penalty, interest and cost.

For property under court judgment, the period of redemption begins on
May 11, 2015. The period of redemption means the time within which
taxes must be paid to avoid losing the property through forfeiture. The
period of redemption is three years, with a handful of exceptions. The
redemption period is one year for most properties located in a targeted
neighborhood, as defined in the Minnesota laws, and for municipal solid
waste disposal facilities. The redemption period is five-weeks for certain
abandoned or vacant properties.

You may also enter into a Confession of Judgment as an alternative
method of paying off the delinquent tax amount and avoiding forfeiture.
This allows you to pay the delinquent balance in equal annual installments
with a down payment due at the time you confess judgment. The length
of the installment plan varies: 5 years for commercial-industrial/public
utility property; 10 years for all other properties.

If you have homesteaded property, you may be eligible for a Senior
Citizen’s Property Tax Deferral, which enables seniors to pay just 3% of
their total household income and allow remaining amounts to become
a lien on the property that may be deferred for later payment (perhaps
upon eventual sale of the property).

It should also be noted by property homesteaders that you are ineligible
to receive the Property Tax Refund which you owe delinquent property
tax.

TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH INTEREST AND COSTS MUST BE
ADDED TO PAY THE TAX IN FULL, CONTACT THE STEELE COUNTY
AUDITOR’S OFFICE, STEELE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER,
630 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MINNESOTA 55060. THE
TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (507) 444-7410.

Kristi Maiers

District Court Administrator
3rd Judicial District

District Court Seal

Date: 1/27/15

TAX

PENALTY

INTEREST

NAME OF OWNER DESCRIPTION TOTAL
MARTHA SKOGEBO TRUSTEE OF THE  01-014-3401 SECT- 14 TWP-105 RNG-19 143.42
JUDITH K KOLLAR FAMILY TRUST PART SW1/4 SEC 14 COM NW COR OF SW1/4 40.08

327 NW 3RD STREET THENCE $959.3' TO TRUE PT OF BEG THENCE 4.09

BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917 E373' $154.50° W42’ S56" W331" TO W LN OF 187.59
SW1/4 THENCE 210.50° TO TRUE PT OF BEG SUB
SHIRLEY E HOEVE 01-018-4401 SECT- 18 TWP-105 RNG- 19 303.00
3511 SE 128TH ST COM NW COR TH E 583.40' TO BEG TH E437.60’ 50.30
BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917 $298.65" W437.60" N298.65' TO BEG 8.33
361.63
0-RAYMOND A HOFIUS
& ELIZABETH
ANTONIO & HAILIE SINGLETON 08-001-2101 SECT-01 TWP-105 RNG-21 409.00
11412 SW 42ND AVE COM. 24 R. S OF NE COR. OF SE1/4 W 10 R.-S 77.26
ELLENDALE ~ MN 56026 16 R-E 10 R-N 16 R-TO BEG. FORMERLY DIST#86 11.66
497.92
GREGORY M & MARY LINDHOLM 04-019-3302 SECT- 19 TWP-106 RNG- 19 10.00
2803 S MAIN AVE COM SWCOR SW1/4 THN 11.5RODSE7RODSS ~ 21.00
SIOUXFALLS ~ SD 57105-4824 11.5RODS W 7 RODS TO BEG 0.28
31.28
RUTH AHLBORN LIFE ESTATE 05-003-4000 SECT-03 TWP-106 RNG- 20 2,762.00
5049 SOUTH COUNTY ROAD 45 NW1/4 AND 50R OF NE1/4 EX COM NW COR OF 296.20
OWATONNA MN 55060 NW1/4 E1061" S306’ N82*42'05"W771.40° 75.96
$105.06" W295.85" N313.06' TO BEG 3,134.16
0-CAROL SUE AHLBORN &
SEAN HUGHES
RUTH AHLBORN 05-004-2203 SECT- 04 TWP-106 RNG-20 127.00
5049 S COUNTY RD 45 BEG 791’ N OF SE COR SE1/4 OF SE1/4 TH 32.70
OWATONNA  MN 55060 WB80R S20R E80R N20R TO BEG EXCEPT COM 3.49
296" N OF SE COR SE1/4 TH W336’ N4’ W251° 163.19
N368.75’ E587’ S372.75' TO BEG
WILLOW RIDGE FARM LLC 05-025-2100 SECT-25 TWP-106 RNG-20 1,184.00
2300 BOULDER RIDGE LN N 1/2 OF SE1/4 EX CON NE COR OF SE1/4 138.40
WOODBURY MN 55125 8364.73' TO POB S738.86" S7570620"W487.47’ 32.56
NB3*58'41"W 148.96" N38*41'44"W280.07’ 1,354.96
N238.16'N85*55'24"W122.13" N4*37°24"E89.06
N948'33"E121.04’ N45*01'36"E191.63’
S80*27'18"E267.84’ S68"08"08"E229.03'
$88°26'00"E552.21" TO POB
DON C & MENTA K MACY 06-007-1202 SECT- 07 TWP-106 RNG- 21 1,621.00
9418 LEMOND ROAD BEG SW CORE1/2 OF NE1/4 SEC 7, THNALGW 182.10
ELLENDALE MN 56026 LN 1320", EPARTO S LN 495', § 1320 TO S 44.58
LN OF E1/2 OF NE1/4, TH W 495’ TO BEG. 1,847.68
CRAIG N & ANNE E BLOUIN 06-015-3402 SECT- 15 TWP-106 RNG- 21 425.84
6932 SW 75TH ST COM SW COR OF N1/2 SW1/4 E1201.64’ TO POB 62.58
ELLENDALE MN 56026 N1741°63"W17412’ N19"39'20"E102.81’ 11.71
N4203'49°E134.17" N4*47°41"WT1.07’ 500.13
N4*47°41"W275.02" TO CT LN OF DITCH
S33"56'E248.13' S61°03'E142.69’
S30*10'E131.51" W570.03' TO POB
NICHOLAS J SCHLEICHER 06-018-4101 SECT- 18 TWP-106 RNG- 21 1,690.00
6949 SW 102ND AVENUE BEG AT SW COR OF N1/2 OF NW1/4, TH ELY 189.00
ELLENDALE MN 56026 1257.9', N 309.3", E 147.8", N 831.7 FT, W 46.48
508.7, S 1096 *, W 902', S 45 FT. 1,925.48
STATE OF MINNESOTA DNR 08-029-1300 SECT-29 TWP-107 RNG- 20 1,646.00
DIVISION OF LAND & MINERALS W47 AC OF FOLLOWING- $1/2 OF NE1/4 AND 250.44

ATTN: TAX SPECIALIST E40R OF S10R OF NE1/4 OF NE1/4 EX10.7 46.91

500 LAFAYETTE ROAD, BOX 45 AC TO HWY #35 AND EX 3 AC SWLY OF RIVER 1,943.35
STPAUL MN 55155
PHILLIP D & KAY | PETERSON 08-036-1301 SECT-36  TWP- 107 RNG- 20 599.96
4096 HWY 218 COM NW COR S1/2 OF NE1/4 5483’ E281’ N439’ 80.00
OWATONNA MN 55060 E1743.76" N29*51'50"W 50.75' W1999.44' TO 16.50
BEG 696.46
THOMAS P CURRIER 09-028-2301 SECT-28 TWP-107 RNG- 21 523.00
7446 SW 38TH STREET COM: SW COR. OF SE1/4 OF SE1/4-W. 125’ N. 72.30
OWATONNA MN 55060 250'-E.200"-S. 250'-W.75’ TO BEG. 14.38
609.68
ROBERT W & PAMELA J BLACK 10-030-4101 SECT-30 TWP- 108 RNG- 19 26.00
3743 NE 46TH ST COMNW COR OF NW1/4 E851" TOPTOF BEGTH ~ 22.60
OWATONNA MN 55060 S426' E1023' N TO N LINE OF SECTION THW 0.72
TOBEG 49.32

kkkkk

TAMERA L WELLER 11-005-1101 SECT-05 TWP-108 RNG-20

8549 COUNTY ROAD 45 N THAT PT LYING W OF RR: COM 17R 8 LINKS

MEDFORD MN 55049 W OF NE COR OF NW1/4 OF N\W1/4 THWTO E
LN RR R/W SELY ALG RW TO PT 595.1’ S OF N
LN OF SEC E TO IRON PIPE IN CTR HWY NELY

DARREN D HAGEN 12-105-0004 SECT-21 TWP-108 RNG-20

5442 COUNTY ROAD 45 NORTH PARCEL 4 STEELE CO R/W PLAT #11

MEDFORD MN 55049

THOMAS W PFLIBSEN 13-027-3200 SECT-27 TWP- 108 RNG- 21

PO BOX 30 SE1/4 OF SW1/4

OWATONNA MN 55060

BAERBEL D OLSON 14-025-3030 SECT-25 TWP-105 RNG-19

274 SW 3RD ST COM 300" W OF NW COR LT 6, BLK 8 TO PT OF

BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917 BEG; W 100", S 150", E 100", N 150’ TO BEG
BEING PT OF SE1/4 OF SW1/4

O-STATE OF MINNESOTA

SR CIT DEF

CHRISTOPHER J JOHNSON 14-103-0601

230 4TH AVENE BRAINERD

BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917

BLK 6 BRAINERDS ADDITION COM 130’ S OF NE
CORBLK 6 TH S50' THW TO E LN OF RAILWAY
ST TH NWLY ALG SAID STREET TO A PT DUE W

MARTHA SKOGEBO TRUSTEE OF THE ~ 14-104-0204

JUDITH K KOLLAR FAMILY TRUST BELL & MEEHANS

327 NW 3RD STREET BLK.2 BELL & MEEHANS LOT 4
BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917

SCOTT STANLEY & 14-107-0801

ANDREA ELDEMIRE-STANLEY VIRTUES

205 SW 2ND STREEET BLK.8 VIRTUES LOT 1
BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917

LARRY W LINDQUIST 14-114-0204

193 8TH STNW HANSENS HEIGHTS

BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917

BLK?2 LOT 4 &E30" OF LOT 3 HANSEN
HEIGHTS BLPR

JASON L & KAYLENE R JENSEN
521 MEMORIAL DRIVE SW

14-123-0209 S/T/R 36-105-19 LOT/BK 009-002
BLK2LOT9

BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917 PRAIRIE ADDITION #2

RENEE JANE WESTON 15-100-0603

PO BOX 562 ORIGINAL TOWN

ELLENDALE MN 56026 BLK6 LOT 3EXE6”

MARK A MISGEN & 15-101-1401

SARA E DEGEN-MISGEN FIRST RR ADDITION

14356 SW 42ND AVE BLK14LOTS1&2

ELLENDALE MN 56026 FIRST RAILWAY ADDN

MARY L JENO 16-008-2014 SECT-08 TWP- 108 RNG- 20

% DENNIS & MARY KRAMER N66’ OF E180° OF LOT 15

417 SMAIN ST PO BOX 275

MEDFORD MN 55049

DENNIS E & MARY L KRAMER 16-008-2024 SECT-08 TWP-108 RNG- 20

417 SMAIN ST S6" OF N72’ OF E180' OF LOT 15

P0 BOX 275

MEDFORD MN 55049

JEFFREY P VALEK 16-016-4401 SECT-16 TWP- 108 RNG- 20

6445 N COUNTY RD 45 COM AT NW COR NW1/4 TH SE ALG CNTR LN RD

MEDFORD MN 55049 885.16" TO PT OF BEG THE SE782.54’ NEALG
WLY R/W OF RR 776.98" S86*15°00°E 117.0°
$54*11'18"W 187.80° TO PT OF BEG

JOHN W & DALARE M DELANEY 16-100-3416

115 SUNRISE DR ORIGINAL TOWN

PO BOX 195 BLK. 34 E58' LOT 16

MEDFORD MN 55049

JOHN WAYNE BUSBY 16-101-0801

105 W CENTRAL AVE JOHNSON & COMPANY

POBOX7 BLK.8 JOHNSON & CO. ADD. LOTS 1-2-3-4

MEDFORD MN 55049

DEAN D & VALERIE J ELZEN 16-101-0805

116 NW 1ST STREET JOHNSON & COMPANY

MEDFORD MN 55049 BLK 8 JOHNSON & CO. ADD. LOTS 5-6-7-8-9-10

JOHN P ROSS 16-101-1304

P OBOX 147 JOHNSON & COMPANY

MEDFORD MN 55049 BLK. 13 JOHNSON & CO ADD. E1/2 OF LOTS 3 & 4

PAUL A BEISER & 16-115-0004 SECT-09 TWP-108 RNG-20

VIRGINIA SOTO-BEISER OUTLOTD

555 OAKLAND PATH OAKRIDGE BLUFFS 4TH ADDN

MEDFORD MN 55049

JUAN J & JILL M DELEON 16-115-0103 SECT-09 TWP- 108 RNG- 20

320 6TH STREET SE BLK1LOT3

MEDFORD MN 55049 OAKRIDGE BLUFFS 4TH ADDN

FRANCIS S PANOS 16-124-0102 SECT- 08 TWP-108 RNG-20

516 W CENTRAL AVE BLK1LOT2

MEDFORD MN 55049 PANOS ADDITION

STANLEY ENNIS 17-003-2104 SECT-03 TWP- 107 RNG- 20

1735 BIGELOW RD LOT 10 OF SUBLOT 8 OF NE1/4 OF SE1/4

OWATONNA MN 55060

BMG ENTERPRISES, LLC
3035 NE 3RD AVE

OWATONNA MN 55060-3447

17-003-2304 SECT- 03 TWP-107 RNG-20
BEG. 33'E. & 313.5" N. OF SW COR. OF
SE1/4 E.75’-5.100-W.75™-N.100" TO BEG.

JOSEPH A SAMPSON
531 SLINCOLN

OWATONNA MN 55060

17-010-2101 SECT- 10 TWP- 107 RNG- 20
NE1/4 OF SE1/4 LYING BETWEEN RRR/W S

MACHELLE DRIVDAHL
546 E MAIN STREET
OWATONNA MN 55060

17-010-2307 SECT-10 TWP-107 RNG-20
COM.2R.S. & 30RE. OF SW1/4 OF SE1/4N
&S81/2RXE&W4R.

DANIEL LARSCHEID
327 N 54TH AVE #8
DULUTH MN 55807

0-RONALD G DAGIT &

SHIRLEY PICHNER ' TRUSTEES
2025 LACASA LN SE
OWATONNA MN 55060

17-010-3217 SECT- 10 TWP- 107 RNG- 20
E.4R. OF LOT 10 IN SE1/4 OF SW1/4

MICHAEL P GRAHAM
1020 REED AVE

FARIBAULT MN 55021

17-010-3223 SECT-10 TWP-107 RNG-20
COM 9 3/4 RODS W OF NE COR L5 IN SE1/4 OF
SW1/4 SEC 10 THW 3 1/4 RODS S 8 RODS

E 3 1/4 RODS N 8 RODS TO PLACE OF BEG

BETTE A ANDERSON
P OBOX 477
NEW RICHLAND

MN 56072-0477

17-016-2039 SECT- 16 TWP- 107 RNG- 20
COM. 18R.E & 2R. S. OF NW COR. LA E & W.
5R. XN &S. 18R. IN SE1/4

DONALD & JANICE VAN SICKLE
PO BOX 764

OWATONNA MN 55060

17-016-2049 SECT- 16 TWP-107 RNG-20

COM 8 RODS E &2 RODS S OF NW CORLOT 4 IN
SE1/4 TH S18 RODS E 4 RODS N18 RODS W4
RODS EX N117” AND THAT PART OF W8 RODS OF
N1/2 SE1/4 NE1/4 SE1/4 LYING E OF HWY #65

SUSAN M SIMON
206 BARNEY STREET
OWATONNA MN 55060

17-016-2119 SECT- 16 TWP-107 RNG-20
BEG. 82 W. OF SE COR. L.3 IN SE1/4
N.132-W.50’-S.132"-E.50’ TO BEG.

MB, LLC
203 ELM STN
OWATONNA MN 55060

17-100-1102

ORIGINAL TOWN

BLK 11 S1/2 OF LOTS 1 &2 EX E62' OF
S66'OFL2 ORIGTN

660.00
86.00
18.15

764.15

Fkkkkkkk

32.00
23.20
0.88
56.08
1,842.00
204.20
50.66
2,096.86
353.24
56.32
9.71
418.27
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330.37
60.05
9.42
399.84
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620.49
82.05
17.06

719.60

529.14
94.08
15.08

638.30

909.00

110.90
25.00

1,044.90
1,862.00

206.20

51.21
2,119.41

968.00

116.80
26.62

1,111.42

396.00
75.44
11.29

482.73

784.00
98.40
21.56

903.96

6.00
20.60
0.17
26.77

829.25

123.95
23.63

976.83
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861.00
106.10
23.68
990.78
24.33
22.43
0.67
47.43
692.00
89.20
19.03
800.23
473.00
67.30
13.01
553.31
280.00
59.20
7.98
347.18
1,637.00
183.70
45.02
1,865.72
932.00
150.48
26.56
1,100.04
1,972.00
217.20
54.23
2,243.43
1,185.45
185.96
33.79
1,405.20
4,580.00
661.20
130.53
5,371.73
545.00
74.50
14.99
634.49
2,300.00
342.00
65.55
2,707.55
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171.22
29.80
4.88
205.90
851.00
105.10
23.40
979.50
1,854.00
279.56
52.84
2,186.40
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1,026.00
163.64
29.24
1,218.88
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3,086.00
452.04
87.95
3,625.99
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ANITA MEYER 17-100-1410

216 GROVEAVE S ORIGINAL TOWN

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK 14 N1/2 OF LOTS 10&11 ORIG TOWN

DANIELLE DALEN 17-101-0117

116 PHELPS STREET E PHELPS ADDITION

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK1 W1/2 OF LOT 9 PHELPS

O-KENNETH H SNOW JR & GAYLE L

4267 N COUNTY RD 45

OWATONNA MN 55060

BBMM, LLP 17-101-0619

960 BRAE BURN PLACE NE PHELPS ADDITION

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK 5N 5R OF LOTS 9 & 10 & COM NW COR L10
N8.25" E15R S8.25' W15’ TO BEG EX COM 5R N
&1R W OF SE COR L9 W4R N9’ E4’ S9' TO BEG

BROOKE G BULVER 17-101-1215

1031 CEDARAVE S PHELPS ADDITION

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK12 W15ROF N 1/2 OF LOT2 EXE
52.5" PHELPS

DAVID J FONNER 17-108-0314

318 MAPLE AVE E. ABBOTTS #2

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.3 S.4R. OF LOT 14 E. ABBOTTS 2ND

DANIEL LARSCHEID 17-108-0326

327 N 54TH AVE #8 E. ABBOTTS #2

DULUTH MN 55807 BLK.3N.50" OF L.26 EX.E.7’ OF N.50' E.
ABBOTTS 2ND

0-RONALD G DAGIT &

SHIRLEY APICHNER  TRUSTEES

2025 LACASA LANE SE

OWATONNA MN 55060

TIMOTHY MUELLER & 17-109-0107

DAWN LIPELT ABBOTTS

216 W BRIDGE ST BLK.1 LOT 7 ABBOTTS

OWATONNA MN 55060

O-MARSHALL W WRIGHT JR &

DAVID J DOMBROCK

5351 ELKTON TRAIL

FARIBAULT MN 55021

MELBA L MCKINSTRY 17-113-0210

650 EL DORADO ST SE MERRILL ODELL

APT 367 BLK.2 E. 66" OF S. 135" OF LOT 5 MERRILL

OWATONNA MN 55060 ODELLS

GERALD W & ARLENE L ERICKSON 17-119-0110

159 NW 22ND ST RIVERSIDE

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK1 LOT 8 RIVERSIDE

ELAINE E JOHNSON 17-119-1110

333 STATE RIVERSIDE

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK 11 LOT 9 RIVERSIDE

LAURA & RAJ ANDY CHARLES 17-119-1411

398 GLENDALE STREET BLK 14 E 54 OF S8R OF LOT 5 RIVERSIDE

OWATONNA MN 55060

DANIEL LARSCHEID 17-122-0306

327 N 54TH AVE #8 DARTT

DULUTH MN 55807 BLK.3 LOT 6 DARTTS

O-MICHAEL J & SARA C HEISE

503 GUNNAR LANE

ELLENDALE MN 56026

JAMES A & RITA A BERNING 17-122-0509

436 N PINE DARTT

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.5 LOT 8 & N1/2 ROD LOT 9 DARTTS

KAREN LYNN CORDS ET AL 17-128-0209

224 SOUTHVIEW BURKE

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.2 LOT 8 BURKES

DAVID AHISSAM 17-129-0110

641 EAST VINE STREET DARTT'S #2

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.1LOT 10 DARTTS 2ND

DAVID A HISSAM 17-129-0307

641 EAST VINE STREET DARTT'S #2

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.3 LOT 7 DARTTS 2ND

RICHARD J & CYNTHIA K FEDDER 17-129-0506

440 DARTT AVE DARTT'S #2

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.5 LOT 3 DARTTS 2ND

CRAIG W & MARY J SCHWARTZ 17-136-0206

534 ACADEMY STE REPLAT OF HIGHLAND PARK - CHAMBERS

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK.2 LOT 6 RE-PLAT OF HIGHLAND PARK ADDN

ANDREW C COLWELL 17-147-0203

PO BOX 54 SPRINGER

MEDFORD MN 55049 BLK?2 LOT 3 SPRINGERS

ALEJANDRO NAVA SANCHEZ & 17-148-0418

DALILA CANTU DE NAVA & CASHMAN

ANDREA AZURA CANTU BLK.4 LOT 18 CASHMAN

354 LEMOND ROAD

OWATONNA MN 55060

DONOVAN HART 17-159-0102

321 BARNEY ST SOUTHSIDE SUBDIVISION

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK1 LOT2 EXS 15" SOUTH SIDE SUB

NICKLAUS LARSON 17-200-0111

626 SE 15TH ST TOWN & COUNTRY

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK 1LOT 10 EXCEPT THE W19’ LOT 11
EXCEPT THE E67’ TOWN AND COUNTRY ADDN

JADE ALLYCIA BONGERS & 17-225-0109

BERNARD M & MARY L BONGERS VALLEY

306 WOODLAND DRIVE BLK1 LOT 9 VALLEY

OWATONNA MN 55060

MARK A & RANAE M BREON 17-229-0102

1223 NE 8TH AVE SCHULTZ

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK1 LOT2SCHULTZ

HARRIET L COLE 17-242-0206

1816 NE 7TH AVE MATHEWS

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK 2 LOT 6 MATHEWS ADDN.

TRISHA JANE NELSON 17-259-0203

1860 BIGELOW AVE RAY NELL

OWATONNA MN 55060 BLK2 LOT 3 RAYNELL

JULIEANN EMMA ESTELLE MATTER

404 4TH AVE NW
AUSTIN MN 55912

17-292-0108
CHERRY HILL
BLK 1 LOT 8 CHERRY HILL ADDN

WESTWOOD APTS OF OWATONNA LLC

1108 6TH ST NE

WASECA MN 56093

17-296-0102
CEDAR HILLS ESTATES
BLK 1E 176" OF LOT 2 EXBEGNW COR L2, S
TO SW COR L2, E68', N37', W18, NTON LN
L2, WALG N LN TO PT OF BEG CEDAR HILLS

PAMELA MARIE KLAGES
2215 CONDOR PLACE
OWATONNA MN 55060

17-309-0111
MATHEWS #2
BLK1 LOT 11 MATHEWS2

867.00
106.70
23.84
997.54
590.36
70.54
16.24
677.14
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3,878.00
562.92
110.52

4,551.44
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430.00
63.00
11.83

504.83

589.00

102.46
16.79

708.25

1,352.00

209.28

38.53
1,599.81
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1,998.00
299.72
56.94
2,354.66
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434.00
63.40
11.94

509.34

1,282.00

199.48

36.54
1,618.02

428.00
62.80
177

502.57

677.77

110.89
19.32

807.98

1,462.00

224.68

4.67
1,728.35
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663.00
86.30
18.23

767.53

1,846.00

204.60

50.77
2,101.37

696.00

117.44
19.84

833.28

933.37

113.34
25.67

1,072.38
1,480.00

22720

42.18
1,749.38
1,361.00

210.54

38.79
1,610.33
1,652.00

251.28

47.08
1,950.36

888.00

108.80
24.42

1,021.22
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1,292.00
149.20
35.53
1,476.73
2,198.00
239.80
60.45
2,498.25
1,122.00
132.20
30.86
1,285.06
701.00
90.10
19.28
810.38
1,898.0
209.80
52.20
2,160.00
1,349.77
149.74
37.03
15636.54
2,218.00
330.52
63.21
2,611.73
1,245.94
179.75
34.90
1,460.59
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876.00
107.60
24.09
1,007.69
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Steele County Notice of Delinquent Taxes continued

STANLEY G STANTON 17-317-0401 1,478.00
& DEE ANNA K RADEL'S COUNTRY CLUB 167.80
505 HILLTOP BLK4 LOT 1 RADELS COUNTRY CLUB  40.65
OWATONNA MN 55060 1,686.45
JEFFREY A LENSER 17-336-0201 1,702.00
1636 ST PAUL RD HEERS # 4 190.20
OWATONNA MN 55060 ALLTHPTLOT8BLK2 HEERSADDNNO 4  46.81
LYING S OF FOLLOWING DESC LN: COM SE COR  1,939.01
LOT 8 TH N67+53'29” W95.93' TO TPOB TH
TERMINATING AND LOT 1 BLK 2 LYING S OF THE
N13’ OF LOT 1 & ALL TH PT LOT 9 BLK 2 DESC
BY:BEG NE COR LOT 9 TH N67*53'29” W95.93'
§75.97'E89.88' N40’ TO BEG
HEERS ADDITION NO.4
RACHEL A GOODWIN 17-480-0503 SECT- 34 TWP-108 RNG- 20 1,047.00
2640 NE 7TH AVE BLK5LOT3 114.70
OWATONNA MN 55060 WILLOWBROOK ADDITION 28.79
1,190.49
ROBERT | & DIANNE G DUFFEE 17-506-0103 SECT- 04 TWP- 107 RNG-20 452.00
1725 WOODLAWN AVE BLK1LOT3 83.28
OWATONNA MN 55060 BRECK ADDN 12.88
548.16
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-573-0213 SECT- 12 TWP- 107 RNG- 20 534.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK2LOT 1394.76
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN 15.22
MANKATO MN 56001 643.98
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-573-0214 SECT- 12 TWP- 107 RNG- 20 534.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK2LOT 1494.76
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN 15.22
MANKATO MN 56001 643.98
HUSKY CAR & PET WASH, INC 17-574-1006 SECT-34 TWP-108 RNG-20 4,748.00
130 HICKORY LANE NE BLK10LOT 6 & ALL TH PT OF LOT5LYING N 684.72
OWATONNA MN 55060 OF FOLL: COM NW COR LOT 5 TH S02*33'37" 135.32
W44.99' TOTPOB THE146.11’ TOELN LOT 5 5,568.04
& THERE TERMINATING NORTH BLUFF ESTATES
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-582-0103 SECT- 12 TWP- 107 RNG- 20 1,098.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK1LOT3 173.72
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN #2 31.29
MANKATO MN 56001 1,303.01
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-582-0104 SECT- 12 TWP-107 RNG- 20 1,100.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK1LOT4 174.00
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN #2 31.35
MANKATO MN 56001 1,305.35
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-582-0202 SECT- 12 TWP- 107 RNG- 20 1,076.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK2LOT?2 170.64
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN #2 30.67
MANKATO MN 56001 1,277.31
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-582-0404 SECT- 12 TWP-107 RNG-20 1,070.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK4LOT4 169.80
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN #2 3050
MANKATO MN 56001 1,270.30
UNITED PRAIRIE BANK 17-582-0407 SECT- 12 TWP- 107 RNG- 20 1,070.00
10 FIRESTONE DRIVE BLK4LOT7 169.80
SUITE 200 NORTH COUNTRY ADDN #2 30.50
MANKATO MN 56001 1,270.30
TAILWIND OWATONNA LLC 17-629-0101 SECT- 16 TWP- 107 RNG-20 3,110.00
530 S FRONT STREET BLK1LOTH1 455.40
SUITE 100 OAK AVENUE COMMONS ADDITION 88.64
MANKATO MN 56001 3,654.04
TAILWIND OWATONNA LLC 7-629-0102 SECT- 16 TWP- 107 RNG- 20 10,408.00
530 S FRONT STREET BLK1LOT2 1,477.12
SUITE 100 OAK AVENUE COMMONS ADDITION ~ 296.63
MANKATO MN 56001 12,181.75
STATE OF MINNESOTA)
) ss
COUNTY OF STEELE )

Laura Ihrke, being the County Auditor of Steele County, being duly sworn on oath, deposes and says that
on the 2nd day of February, 2015, she mailed the notice and the pertinent portion of the list of real estate
remaining delinquent in Steele County on the first Monday of January, 2014, to those parties named in

the pertinent portion of the list by placing a true and correct copy of the pertinent portion of the list in an
envelope addressed to them as shown in said list and depositing the same with postage prepaid, in the U.S.
Mails at Owatonna, Minnesota.

Laura Ihrke
County Auditor
Subscribed and sworn to before me
This 2nd day of February, 2015.

Jodell Hartle, Notary Public
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Staff photo by Shannon Kinley

Branch Manager Samanth Hofer walks customer Sandy Manderfeld, of Owatonna, through the estimate process.
Manderfeld would like to get the exterior of her house and garage painted this June.

Students get chance to run own businesses

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

As is if being a full time college student
isn’t enough to keep her busy, Samantha
Hofer also works a part time job along with
an internship in which she manages her own
business.

Hofer, a 2013 Owatonna High School
graduate, is currently a sophomore at
Mankato State University and pursuing a
degree in accounting. She first learned about
the internship opportunity after representa-
tives from College Works Painting visited a
few of her classes.

She decided to pursue the opportunity
because she thought it would give her ad-
ditional experience to add to her resume and
make her stick out from her peers.

“I thought that I would get more experi-
ence from this than I would ever get from
sitting in class,” Hofer said. “If I did an ac-
counting internship I would be sitting be-
hind a desk watching people, but this is very
hands on and I would never learn this any-
where else.”

After an initial group meeting and three
additional interviews Hofer was among the
one percent of applicants chosen to com-
plete the internship. Hofer serves as a branch
manager of the Northstar Division, which is
made up of Minnesota, lowa and South Da-
kota.

College Works Painting gives undergrad-
uate students the opportunity to build their
resume by teaching them how to manage
their own exterior painting business. The
company currently operates in over 35 states
and hires over 2,000 college students each
year.

Last year the company did over 30 mil-
lion dollars worth of business in the United
States, making them one of the largest resi-
dential painting contractors in the nation.

Hofer began her internship in February
and will go until August. As branch manager
her responsibilities include doing estimates
for homeowners who are interested in ex-

Visit all of these advertisers
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www.steeledodgenews.com
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Always local, all the time.

terior painting, manag-
ing costs, hiring paint-
ers, painting homes,
organizing payroll and
managing customer re-
lations. So far Hofer is
only covering the Owa-
tonna area, but down the
road she will branch out
into surrounding areas.

“You are going to get
every aspect. You are go-
ing to get marketing, sales, customer ser-
vice, you have to be good at everything,”
she said. “The list is endless. I am looking
forward to gaining major leadership skills,
time management skills and independence.”

When asked why she thinks it’s important
for college students to take an opportunity
like this one she said, “Not to be blunt, but
I think they would be stupid not to take this
opportunity. I don’t think they are going to
learn any of this stuff in class. They prepare
you for what is really out there.”

After a little over a month of the intern-
ship Hofer has already learned a lot about
her customers and how business works.
Learning to manage an internship that is a
full time job along with being a full time
student and another part time job has been
extremely challenging, but in the end Hofer
says it’s worth it.

“You have to be super driven and if you
aren’t you are not going to make it,” she
said. “This will make or break you and you
will figure out who you are and what you
can handle. It shapes you to be a better and
harder worker. If I didn’t do this I wouldn’t
know what hard work is.”

Hofer says she really enjoys the internship
because it allows her to build relationships
with her customers. The most challenging
part for her has been the door-to-door mar-
keting.

“Sometimes I don’t expect people’s re-
sponses like shutting the door in your face, it
is surprising. I am going out of my comfort
zone and when that happens I have to put a

Hofer

(Ebank

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main Street

smile back on my face and keep going and
sometimes that is hard,” she said.

She added another challenge is that she
has to be her own motivator, as there is no
one to micromanage her and tell her to reach
her sales goals.

Depending on how the rest of her experi-
ence goes, Hofer says she would like to con-
tinue on with the company by becoming a
district manager.

Kyrsten Harper is the district manager
of the Northstar Division and handpicked
Hofer to be a part of her team.

Harper is a senior at Mankato State Uni-
versity where she is pursuing a degree in psy-
chology. Last year Harper was chosen to be a
branch manager for the Red Wing and Hast-
ings area and this year she decided to pursue a
role with even more responsibilities.

“I decided I wanted to come back as a dis-
trict manager to help other students see the
same kind of success that I had,” she said.

As district manager Harper is responsible
for training each of the branch managers on
her team on how to successfully run their
own business. She teaches them about mar-
keting, how to interact with customers, how
to do accurate estimates, how to hire skilled
employees and safety.

Harper started recruiting branch managers
to join her team in August and continued to
do so until January. During the process she
thought Hofer stood out from the other ap-
plicants.

“She was very engaged in the conversa-
tion. She didn’t just show up. She came pre-
pared, she came on time, she was very talk-
ative and very excited. She is very ambitious
and she wants to be the best. I could just tell
she would be a hard worker,” she said.

Harper added that Hofer is doing extreme-
ly well with running her business so far.

“She is a trooper. Even through all the ups
and downs she is always out there and push-
ing to grow her business. She might get dis-
couraged but I can always pick her back up
and she is back out there again. She is very
persistent and a go-getter,” she said.

507-583-6627

usbank.com
Member FDIC

Medgaaden's

SOUTHWEST
SALES

1608 12th St. S.W. + Austin, MN

www.swsalesinc.com
“Quality Used Cars For Less!”

507-437-1316

T

of Austin

501 1stAve. SW Austin MN
Service & Rebuild All Domestic
Automatic Tranmissions

507-437-0037

Northst®r

BODY SHOP

25446 US Hwy 218 N + Austin, MN

Collision & Paint Work
Frame Machine
Alignments & Tires

507-433-4609

146 3rd Avenue S.E. « Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-6683

For savings go to:

saveenergyinbloomingprairie.com

(1)

smmpa.org




*D- Tuesday, March 17, 2015 -+ Steele County Times

NAAAAANANDND
AANAAANAANAD

-

A HH 6 &

7 AR SR~ §

Several veterans organizations sponsored Patrick Murphy’s Wake Saturday night at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club. Cast members
included: (left to right) Kari Bottin, director; Jaclyn Schlichter as Anne Murphy; Greg Johnson as Brian Callaghan; Jake Peterson as Liam
Flynn; Nolan Christianson as Colm Gallager, Becky Noble as Bridget Gallager; Tom Peterson as Father Michael Kelly; Sandy Jones as Deirdre
Connell; and Susie Thorson as Una Reilly. The cast members are standing in front of a makeshift casket. At right, Jake Peterson mingles with
some of the 200 people who came out for the event to raise money for the American Legion, VFW, their Auxiliaries, Sons of the Legion and the

Servicemen’s Club.

UNRAVELING
THE MYSTERY

Group finds out who killed Patrick Murphy

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Writer

he butler didn’t do it. But after almost
I four hours of a nine-character cast
throwing clues and a lot of red herrings
to the audience, a murderer was uncovered.

It all took place at the first-ever dinner
theater play, “Patrick Murphy’s Wake” at the
Blooming Prairie Servicemen’ Club Saturday,
March 14. From the social hour which began at
5:30 p.m. to the murderer’s denouement after 9
p.m., it was a special evening.

Almost 200 diners enjoyed the entire eve-
ning’s entertainment, as a cast of nine present-
ed clues and some false clues to the audience.

The play took place in Ireland and revolved
around the murder of pub owner Patrick Mur-
phy. All of the characters in the production had
reason to kill Murphy, and the audience had to
decipher the clues and name the murderer.

As the grieving widow, Jaclyn Schlichter
played the part to perfection and managed to
cast suspicion on herself as a possible mur-
derer. Greg Johnson, as Anne’s brother, Becky
Noble, Patrick’s sister and her husband, Nolan
Christianson, and Patrick’s friend Liam Flynn,
all had reason for murder, and even Father
Michael Kelly (Tom Peterson) came under
suspicion, as did Murphy’s neighbor, Susan
Thorson.

The climax surprised everyone when Deidre

Connell (Sandy Jones), a neighbor who fo-
cused on storytelling and Irish myths, admitted
that it was she who had done the dastardly act.
She admitted the crime with the protection

of the little people as her main motive for the
crime. It was a little ironic that only one table
of diners (There were 16 tables) used the clues
and solved the crime.

Except for a glitch in the food service the
audience had a delightful time, and the boiled
cabbage and corned beef provided plentiful
food. The whole evening worked for many
reasons, one of the main ones being the fun
that the cast had in presenting the clues and
reciting the dialog. The audience entered into
the spirit of the mystery by trying to put the

clues together and solve the crime.

As onlooker John Welch commented, “This
was an engaging performance and kept the
audience in suspense.”

Another diner, Julie Hoffman, remarked that
it was a good entertainment. “There was a lot
of talent n the cast, and I thought the produc-
tion was well done.” That seemed to be the
consensus of opinion by all attending.

Kari Bottin directed the production, and it
seems likely that another mystery may be in
the offing sometime in the future. The local
Club sponsored the dinner theater as a fund-
raiser for club expenses, and all early results
indicate a successful undertaking.

Loretta Wurst attended the murder mystery dinner all

decked out in celebration for St. Patrick’s Day.

Patrick Murphy’s Wake focused on the murder of a popluar pub owner. Cast members had the crowd engaged as they

unraveled they mystery. Pictured are Nolan Christianson, Jaclyn Schichter, Greg Johnson and Sandy Jones.

™

Joanne and Roger Sorénson were two of the many guests who came out to enjoy a murder

Cast member

Tom Peterson, who played a pries in the murder mystery visited with Cheri

mystery dinner Saturday at the Servicemen’s Club. Krejci during the event.
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Staff photos by Annie Anderson
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