Taking to the Blopming
ey STEELE COUNTY /@ rare
clean win

Page 1C

Page 1B

| | .
Tuesday, April 7, 2015

Serving Blooming Prairie and Steele County since 1893

’ icial: County’s t t 0.5 t
= |It’s official: County’s tax rate up 0.5 percen
1£31N5TiTHEi;E By BRIAN SANDFORD ‘ lgot alittle feedback yesterday,  surprise by slightly higher prices, but not
DDED A 5% News Editor when it was April Fool's I_lav. Zt Dtalr% Q}[lfﬁn.' Multiple signs advise resi-
INCREASE ON ) Several people thoughtitwasm't ~ ¢c's about e merease. -
I — Steele County businesses now are re- real”? Manager Nick Schiefert said he wanted
quired to collect a new sales-and-use tax. ) to make sure his customers were informed.
T s The 10-year, 0.5 percent Steele County ~ Nick Schiefert “I got a little feedback yesterday, when Staff photo by Rick Bussler
| ﬁ&ggﬁﬁiﬁ Geily tax took effect April 1. It’s in addition to the Dairy Queen manager it was April Fool’s Day,” he said April 2. Richard Wandrey spent nearly

29 years with the Steele
County Detention Center.

“Several people thought it wasn’t real.”
He added that the small price increase
hasn’t bothered customers much.

6.875 percent state sales tax and is aimed at
funding road improvements.
The county resolution states the tax has
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Ordinance is a
big undertaking,
attorney warns

By KAREN JORGENSEN
Staff Writer

Westfield Township residents
met last week to discuss whether
the township should establish its
own zoning ordinance. But the
meeting generated more ques-
tions than answers as the two
sides now debate whether the
meeting that was held was the
one that was advertised.

Controversy surfaced almost
immediately. During the first
item on the agenda, designated
as supervisor business, an at-
torney presented an interim or-
dinance that would temporarily
prohibit establishing new land
uses and land-use and zoning
regulations and restrictions in
the township. The presenting
attorney, Jack Parry, was attend-
ing at the request of Supervisor
Bruce Wolf.

Parry said he specializes in
land-use issues, and Wolf had
asked him for an opinion on the
petition presented at the annual
meeting that led to last week’s
session. That petition, Parry
said, asked for a meeting where
citizens would be able to give
their input on possible local zon-
ing regulations.

“It’s a major undertaking,”
Parry said of a local ordinance.
First, he said, the township
would need a comprehensive
plan, and then residents would
have to decide what type of zon-
ing ordinance they want.

The township would need to
decide how to implement and
enforce any plan, and a zoning
administrator would need to be
hired.

“There’s a price tag for having
a zoning administrator,” he said.

The petition presented, Parry
said, is to look at zoning regu-
lations and decide how residents
want to proceed.

“The question is, do you want
to turn it over to the citizens to
vote, or do you want to have
some control over it?” he said.

FEEDLOT MEETING
Continued on Page 4A
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A crowd listens during a meeting last week about whether Westfield Township should establish its own zoning ordinance.

Attorney Jack Parry speaks during last
week’s meeting.

Accusations, proposals
served up after meeting

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

No sooner had the special meeting of
Westfield Township ended March 31 than
there were allegations of impropriety fly-
ing about the way township officials han-
dled the meeting.

Sonja Trom Eayrs, a Twin Cities attorney
whose father, Lowell Trom, farms in West-
field Township and who represents a spe-
cial interest group, is upset that no vote was
taken asking the board to adopt restrictions
on planning and zoning. She claims the
board took action at the meeting that was
not authorized. Specifically, she alleges, the
board should not have hired an attorney or
passed a moratorium on planning and zon-
ing at last week’s meeting.

Trom Eayrs points to the published no-
tice prior to the meeting, which outlined
that the only item on the agenda was
to discuss if the township should adopt
planning, and zoning. She said no action
was taken on planning and zoning, but
instead township officials proceeded to
take action on items not previously given

proper notice to the residents.

“It has been a complete failure of de-
mocracy,” Trom Eayrs told the Times.
“It’s an embarrassment to the State of
Minnesota, Dodge County and West-
field Township. What a huge disap-
pointment to the residents of Westfield
Township.”

Jim Peters, an attorney representing
Trom Eayers’ group, Dodge County Con-
cerned Citizens (DCCC), said the town-
ship violated the basic law of what busi-
ness can be conducted.

“They pretty much violated all the
rules related to township ordinances,”
Peters said. “If the township digs in its
heels and does not follow the law, that’s
troublesome,” he added.

Peters agrees with Trom Eayrs’ assess-
ment of the meeting, saying a vote should
have been taken of the residents to de-
termine if the township should get in-
volved with planning and zoning, as the
group’s previous petition had called for.

WHAT’S NEXT
Continued on Page 4A
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Benefit planned
next month for
Richard Wandrey

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

With a deep love for his work,
it didn’t come as any big sur-
prise that one of the hardest days
of Richard Wandrey’s life would
be when he was forced to quit
for medical reasons.

After almost 29 years with the
Steele County Detention Center
in Owatonna, Wandrey admits
he head tears in his eyes when
he turned in his notice in Febru-
ary. He had served as assistant
jail administrator for the past
four years and wanted to hit the
30-year mark, but his body is
failing and won’t allow him to
hit that milestone.

Over the years, Wandrey got
into a few scrapes with unruly
inmates, but he’s now in for the
biggest fight of his life. He is dy-
ing from cancer.

Doctors have told Wandrey,
63, that his life is nearing an
end, though he doesn’t want to
focus on that and wishes to not
disclose what the exact timeline
is that he has been given.

“I don’t want to say I’'m done
because I’'m not,” he said dur-
ing a recent interview filled with
some tears and lots of laughs. “I
don’t dwell on it because I know
I’m going to go further than the
outlook they gave me. I’'m not
thinking of dying.”

Asked if he will ever give up
the fight, Wandrey said: “Hell
no. I don’t have one foot in the
grave. I’'m looking to stay alive.”

But the battle is becoming
more difficult as the days go on.
Wandrey says he could care less
about food any more because “I
can’t taste anything.” He is also
often exhausted and naps a lot.

His former wife, Sherry
MacPherson, has turned into
Wandrey’s caregiver. He also has
two daughters and three grand-
children around the Owatonna
area. “Dick is a tough, private
guy,” MacPherson said.

Rare form of cancer

Wandrey was diagnosed with
stage 3 papillary renal cell carci-

CANCER BENEFIT
Continued on Page 6A

THE ONLY AREA SHOP
certified to work on the 2015
Ford Aluminum F150

"~ /ASSURED PERFORMANCE"
¥ _coLLIsion CARE

€Sl has been certified by Assured
Performance, a non-profit consumer
advocacy organization, and officially
recognized by Ford, GM, Chrysler
and Enterprise.

Collision Specialists Inc

507-437-2837 * 1410 21st Avenue, Austin

HOURS: M-Th 7:30AM - 5:30PM, Fri. by appt only.Closed Sat. & Sun.

‘|04879

Vol. 122, No. 44

INSIDE A: 2A .o, OPINIONS B : L= SPORTS C : 1C....... HomETOWN D " 1D.....Farm LivinGg
9A

....... CHURcH PaGe 4B .....PuBLiC SAFETY 5C ......OWATONNA - 9D ....CLASSIFIEDS

8 8

507-583-4431

www.steeledodgenews.com



2A . Tuesday, April 7, 2015 - Steele County Times
[ |

COur view ]

Company is doing
Owatonna proud

Viracon is taking the glass making
industry to a new level.

As many know, the company with
strong ties in Owatonna has been
designing and building glass for the
new Minnesota Vikings stadium in
Minneapolis. The glasswork has been
seen in many newspapers and on sev-
eral television programs these past few
months.

Recently, publisher and owner Rick
Bussler had an opportunity to tour the
plant. His story and photos are in this
week’s HometownExtra on Page 10C.

Viracon continues to grow in Owatonna.
It is right up there with Federated
Insurance as companies with the largest
employee bases in the community and
Steele County. Reports state Viracon is
expected to hit $1 billion in sales this year.

Much of that has been generated by
the Vikings stadium project. The $1 bil-
lion stadium is expected to generate
no less than $5 million in revenue for
Viracon.

While the Vikings stadium may not be
a record project for Viracon, it's a “nice,
big, high-profile project and it’s in our
backyard,” company officials said in
today’s article.

Viracon has become the top glass
fabricator in the United States. Of the
500,000-square-foot Vikings stadium
complex, an estimated 190,000 square
feet is glass or, more important, Viracon
glass. The glassmaker will provide 10,000
glass panels over the next eight months.
This means that 40 truckloads will have
made the trip to downtown Minneapolis.

In 2013, Viracon started a $30 mil-
lion addition, which brought the prom-
ise of new technology, job preserva-
tion and new jobs to the area. The
100,000-square-foot building was con-
structed on 4" Avenue, an area that runs
between the buildings that were there at
that time. Construction was completed
last year just in time to bring this major
Vikings project.

And there is no doubt that major proj-
ects will be coming Viracon’s way. That
is only good news for our economy.
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Finding Easter’s real meaning

Christ has risen!

Christians across the world

celebrated Holy Week and
Easter to mark the most sig-
nificant event in human his-
tory—the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

My parents always
instilled in me the impor-
tance of Easter going back
to my childhood days of
getting up in the wee hours
of the morning to attend
sunrise services at 5 a.m.
at our country church.

As I sat down to pon-
der the morbid, yet awe-
someness happenings of
Easter this past weekend,

I couldn’t help but won-
der if the real story of the
holiday has been lost over
the years. I often worry
about what we are really
passing on to our children,
grandchildren and others.

In a survey done a few
years back fewer than half
of Americans mentioned
Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion when asked about the
significance of Easter. At
the same time, we spend
more than $13 billion on the
holiday for food, clothes,
candy and greeting cards.

Chocolate eggs, bunnies,
egg hunts and mountains of
jellybeans fill the shops and
stores and our own lives.

HOT

b o
PURSUIT

Rick Bussler

Hollywood blockbusters fill
TV schedules. Many people
use it as a spring getaway. At
times, it looks and feels like
we focus on the materialism
associated with the holiday
instead of the painstaking re-
ality Jesus faced at the cross.

As with Christmas, the
true meaning of Easter
seems to be getting lost on
a largely secular society.

I know some people who
simply look at Easter as
just another Sunday of the
year. And one where they
don’t attend church just like
most other times of the year.
There is no specialness of
the holiday in their eyes.

But there are many that
mark this special time in
unique ways. That’s evi-
dent at area churches like

Trinity Lutheran in Owa-
tonna. Each year they have

a special children’s service
on Good Friday. Children
wave palm branches proudly
as church members of all
ages act out nine scenes of
the life and death of Jesus.

It has been said, and
I would agree, that
Easter is more impor-
tant than Christmas.

Easter gives us a chance to
meditate on this astounding
symbol of God’s forgiveness
and bigheartedness while
pursuing a way to practically
model those traits in our
own lives. Easter reminds
us of God’s call for us to
live a more godly, morally-
based and grace-filled life.

It also reminds us to live
as a human being — the
way Jesus prescribed.

Lives can be changed
through the real mean-
ing of Easter, but not the
secular things we often
get sidetracked with.

It’s my hope that the mean-
ing of Easter will be that of
honoring and recognizing
Jesus Christ’s death and res-
urrection from the dead, and
his glorious promises of eter-
nal life for all who believe in
him. This is definitely some-
thing worth going in hot pur-
suit of filling our lives with.

C Guest column
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STEELE COUNTY

Alan Van Ormer

Bringing home

the gold ... and
not in a sport

About this time last year, the New
Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
School District was celebrating a state
basketball championship — the girls’
second consecutive title. This year the
Panthers won another highly competitive
competition and it wasn’t in basketball
or in any other sport, for that matter.

It was of all things — trigonometry. The
TrigStar competition recognizes the best
students of trigonometry from around
the state. And three NRHEG juniors
brought home the gold. Abby Christo-
pherson, Eli Lutgens and Torrie Stencel
finished in three of the top five places to
earn the first place finish for the school.

Many times people forget why these
students attend classes. It is not to play
athletics at a higher level. Although,
as we have seen, former NRHEG bas-
ketball star Carlie Wagner shined at
the University of Minnesota this past
basketball season, and, there are sev-
eral other seniors graduating this year
around Steele County who could also
make their mark in the sporting arena.

But at this moment it is about these
three young students who made a mark
of their own. They had one hour to
solve four trigonometry problems. For
some of us, just trying to spell the word
trigonometry is difficult. But these
three youth breezed through the com-
petition each in less than 49 minutes.

In fact, Lutgens completed the mission
in the second fastest time at the event
in 45 minutes and 45 seconds. Stencel
and Christopherson came in with times
of 48 and 49 minutes, respectively,
good enough for third and fifth place
overall. Each scored 100 percent. The
overall average was 76.5 percent.

What an accomplishment! And from
what I understand after the competi-
tion, the hallways were lined with
students and teachers congratulating
these three youth on their achievements.
What an incredible feeling that must
have been! I’m sure that is something
none of those three will ever forget.

The morale of the story is that
Steele County students are doing in-
credible things not only in sports
but in all other aspects of their high
school lives, also. And it is impor-
tant to always remember that.

Is $15 in tax cuts for every $1 right priority?

p
] Weigh in with our online poll at
www.steeledodgenews.com

~

By REP. PAUL THISSEN

Many Minnesotans had high hopes going
into the 2015 legislative session. Our state’s
economy was continuing to improve, we
had a $2 billion budget surplus, and an op-
portunity to move forward on the issues that
really matter to hardworking Minnesotans.

But the House Republican budget plan
introduced last week, and sponsored by
Representative Daniels, is actually most
notable for the Minnesotans that are left
behind- especially our kids and students.

The center of the Republican budget plan
is $2 billion in tax breaks. They have not
specified exactly who would get them, but
it bears mentioning that HF1 — their top
priority - was largely tax cuts for big corpo-
rate interests. It is safe to say that corporate
special interests will cash in with hundreds
of millions of new tax breaks in the Repub-
lican budget supported by Rep. Daniels.

Putting all of the eggs in the “tax breaks
bucket” means that kids and students are
getting a raw deal. Most striking to me is

the fact that Republicans
plan to give away $15 in
tax cuts for every $1 they
invest in Minnesota’s
school kids. That’s less
than a 1% increase in
funding for education.
This likely means our
schools will face bud-
get cuts. Our college
students will see tuition
increases again as well.
The Republican plan stunts the progress we
made over the last two years in education,
from funding all-day kindergarten to freez-
ing tuition for Minnesota college students.
Despite all of their rhetoric during the
campaign, Greater Minnesota is being left
behind by the Republican plan. Along with
underfunding Greater Minnesota schools
and colleges, the Republicans actually cut
funding for jobs and economic development
budget. That means needed investments in
broadband infrastructure and job and work-
force training are likely to be thwarted. And

Thissen

despite our $2 billion surplus, the Republi-
can budget would cut more than $1 billion
from health care services for Minnesota
workers, seniors, and our most vulnerable

- cuts that would disproportionately hurt
Greater Minnesota seniors, families, and
workers. Rep. Daniels and other Republi-
cans are determined to give tax breaks to
their corporate allies at the expense of hard-
working Minnesotan workers and students.

The Minnesota legislature is on its
legislative break over the next week.

I encourage you to contact your lo-
cal legislator and tell them your prior-
ity for the $2 billion surplus. Is $15 in
tax cuts to every $1 for education the
right balance for Minnesota’s future?

I would submit we can do better. We
should be working to build more economic
opportunity for all Minnesotans and invest-
ing in our kids— not just catering to corpo-
rate special interests and the wealthy few.

Paul Thissen is the House lead-

This week’s question:
Will you visit the Vikings’ new stadium
and view its Viracon-made glass?

Yes, I’'m looking forward to seeing the design
No, I’'m not a fan
No, tickets are too expensive
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week’s question:

Do you believe the economy
is growing in Steele County?

* Yes, we are seeing tremendous growth. 38%
* No, the economy is weak. 25%
* Don’t know for sure. 38%

Readers are encouraged to vote at steeledodgenews.com.
This poll is not a pure scientific sampling of readers’ views,
but rather, is intended to create community discussion of
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The opinions of our readers in the form of Letters to the Editor are

a vital contribution to the healthy exchange of ideas on the Steele
County Times opinion page. All letters must be signed by the writer/
writers and include a telephone number for verification purposes.
Letters are accepted through personal delivery, by mail or by email at

bptimes @frontiernet.net.

Opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not necessarily represent the
opinions of the Steele County Times and the editor reserves the right to edit (
letters when necessary. Please limit opinions to no longer than 350 words.

The Steele County Times encourages readers to write letters to the editor as a
means of communicating ideas and opinions with others, with a goal being to

make the community better for all people.

The Steele County Times editorial staff
strives to present the news in a fair
and accurate manner. Please bring any
grievances against the Steele County
Times to the attention of the managing
editor.
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Photos submitted by Kristina Makarenko
This is among the sights taken in by ex-Blooming Prairie exchange student Kristina Makarenko back in her

homeland of Russia.

Ex-Blossom starts
life anew back in
her native Russia

By KRISTINA MAKARENKO

In July 2013 my exchange year was over in Bloom-
ing Prairie and I had to come back to Irkutsk, Russia
and start a new life. In Russia 11" grade is a senior year
in high school so I was in 11" grade twice: my junior
year in Blooming Prairie and my senior year in Russia.

After 11" grade, we all have to take super important
state exams. Russian students can be accepted to univer-
sities only with their state exam results. Examination is
more important than all 11 years of studying in school.
Every university and every specialization requests a
certain result for different exams, but Russian and Math
are required for all students. For example, to study jour-
nalism in Siberian Federal University in Krasnoyarsk,

I had to take Russian, math, literature and English. A

You can study in University for free if you get more
points than everybody else. There are about 10 free :
places in a group of 30-40 students and only state >
exams results can help you to pay nothing at all for
education. Fortunately, I was the first one to get a free
place in my University with the best exam results. ey

Students from other cities usually get a place to live
in a dormitory. It is not free, but 10 times cheaper than
renting a room or a flat in Krasnoyarsk. However, I
didn’t get my place in a dormitory and I still do not i
know why. My hometown is 1024 kilometers away
from Krasnoyarsk and it takes me 18 hours to get home
on the train. Renting a flat with two other girls is still
rather expensive for me and I am thinking of transfer-
ring to Irkutsk State University in my hometown.

People responsible for placing students in a dormi-
tory told me there were no places for students studying
journalism or philology. It seems like humanitarian and
language specialties are not important in my country.
To be honest, I hear it every day during classes. Our T
teachers say journalism as a profession is going to
disappear soon and there is no need in studying jour- .
nalism as anybody can write articles nowadays. I do
not want to believe it so I keep studying and dream-
ing about getting a good job in journalism one day. - : .

The first of September is the first day to start _ e
studying for all students in Russia, both in schools - .
and universities. It is hard to believe that my
first year of University life is almost over.

Usually all students study five or six days a week, Sat-
urday is a work day for schools and universities all over
the country. There is about three or four classes a day
lasting 90 minutes each. Almost all classes are lectures.
All we have to do is to listen and write whatever we find e B e ——
important. Every three months we have exams. Last year fo s S
of studying is state exams just as it was after school. e R e e g s T - - "

University life is usually the first step for all : ' .
students to start working and getting more re-
sponsible for their actions and their choices. _f
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Kristina Makarenko lives in Russia and was | = -
an exchange student in Blooming Prairie dur- _f
ing the 2012-13 school year. She is in her first z 7
year at Siberan Federal University in Kras- I,-’ - 3
noyarsk and is studying journalism. |
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Moody’s considering
Steele credit downgrade

March 31st I went to a commis-
sioners meeting and at long last
some transparency in Steele Coun-
ty. The truth came from a Moody’s
Investors Report on Steele County
finances. It was very revealing.

Moody’s are considering a
possible downgrade of our credit
rating. Steele County Communities
for a Lifetime (SCCL) failed to
make their debt payment in March.
You know this as our wonderful
new nursing home — the KODA/
Benedictine creation of Tom Shea
and the old county commissioners.

We also have been funding the
ice rink operations from day one.
It has never been self-supporting.

Our jail was over sized so itis a
gift to the state and other counties.
They give us their prisoners and we
subsidize each one, as they don’t
pay the full cost of their care. If
we hadn’t oversized we wouldn’t
find our self in this predicament.

The incompetence with which
this county has been run is a
complete disgrace. At the same
time the people responsible
for this walk about proud as a
peacock. There is not a tourni-
quet large enough to stem this
bleed. So now you know why
taxes and market value continue
to increase and you still don’t
have anything to show for it.

I say not one more dime of
bonded debt for Steele County. We
have a huge mess to clean up. This
new MN Prairie Alliance I predict
will be an even bigger bleed than
the above named ones. If Moody’s
downgrade our credit rating it will
be more expensive to borrow.

So now you see “The Em-
peror has no clothes.”

Marlene Nelson
Owatonna

Board should review
mishandling of money

I was at the meeting commis-
sioner James Brady arranged
with representatives from
Steele County, State of Min-
nesota, FEMA and Homeland
Security last Friday morning.

In the audience were concerned
citizens and representatives to our
state government. The meeting was
arranged so as everyone involved in
the decisions of the flood damaged
property in 2010 could voice their
respective opinions and grievances.
Also representing the county on
speaker phone was the law firm
hired to mitigate between the county
and various government agencies in
determining what funds were avail-
able and how they could be spent.

It was my understanding
this firm was paid a substantial
amount even though the county
has an employee on board to do
exactly that. Parts of the meet-
ing were dominated by a FEMA
representative from Chicago, also
on speaker phone, and the rep
from the law firm. The FEMA
rep repeatedly said the deci-
sion had been made to provide
approximately $1.5 million to
bring the site into flood compli-
ance and fix damaged property.

Apparently the county reps
Anita Benson, Tom Shea and the
law firm had submitted appeals
and extensions, which FEMA says
they never received. It seems to
me if you are being paid, either
as an employee or a hired firm, it
would have been your responsi-
bility to check this out sometime
in the nearly five years since the
flood. Whether the appeals will
have any effect on the outcome
remains to be seen. Also in several
county newspapers it was stated

by county people that the building
had been destroyed in the flood.
After the meeting, I approached
a FEMA rep and asked if they had
people that inspected these type
of damages and if so why hadn’t
they done so. He replied that yes
indeed they do and an attempt
was made to inspect the building.
I am not clear as to why but he
said they were unable to do so in
this case even though they tried.
I also gave correspondence to our
state rep Vicky Jensen that perhaps
she should be allowed to inspect
the site. Mr. Petersburg was in
attendance also but left before |
could relate the same to him.
What is vividly clear is the
people representing the taxpayers
in this matter failed to dot their
I’s and cross their T’s. The dollar
amount including rent, law firm
fees and related costs far exceed $1
million. It seems to me the county
board needs to strongly review the
people responsible and take appro-
priate action, up to and including
dismissal. They should include
the many employee problems still
being mitigated in their review.
One thing I do not understand
in this whole process is why we
send billions of dollars to the
federal government and then
have to go through an expen-
sive process to get some back. It
would be far better to keep these
funds at a local or state level.

David Nielson
Owatonna

Thanks to staff for work
on Farm Living section

Just a quick note to let you
know how much we appreci-
ate the fine job you and your
people have done in putting
together all of the information
in “Farm Living.” It is great!

Gene Trom
Blooming Prairie

Times filled with stories
found nowhere else

I look forward to getting this
newspaper every week! The staff
does a great job in putting together
a quality paper with stories you
wouldn’t see anywhere else!

Joshua Kiel
Owatonna

Westfield supervisors
took our right to vote

Westfield Township Special
meeting was called by the people.
Unfortunately, the Township failed
and refused to conduct the people’s
business. The Westfield Town-
ship Supervisors inappropriately
hijacked the Special Meeting. They
conducted business at a Special
Meeting - actions which are prohib-
ited by Minnesota law, including 1)
the hiring of Jack Perry (who hap-
pens to represent the Maschings)
and 2) adopted an interim ordinance
that was not properly noticed.

By doing so, they disenfran-
chised the citizens of Westfield
Township and took away their
right to vote at the Special Meet-
ing. The Township Supervisors
had a single job at the Special
Meeting - to set up the ballot
box and allow local citizens to
vote “Yes” or “No” to a simple
question: Shall the board of
supervisors adopt zoning and
regulations and restrictions?

Sonja Trom Eayrs
Dodge County
Concerned Citizens

You can help ensure our great July 4th event doesn’t go away

Being raised an Awesome Blos- peddle pull competition, miniature

som, as I suspect many of you
reading this were, I cannot imagine
Blooming Prairie without our Old
Fashioned 4th of July celebration.
This is, by far, the largest event
the Blooming Prairie Area Cham-
ber of Commerce holds each year
with the support of local businesses
and countless volunteers over the
years. Each year includes one of
the best parades in the state, great
food vendors, fireworks, and many
family friendly activities such as the

Luke Swenson

golf and the list could go on and on.

I cannot imagine a 4th of July in

BP without hearing “peddle, peddle,

peddle,” or watching the parade
and fireworks... getting my an-
nual shish kabob (or three) and all
the other things I’ve come to enjoy
while celebrating our country’s
independence and I hope my chil-
dren can enjoy as much as I have.
But how much longer will our
great community be able to host

this great annual event? The answer

to that question may be up to you.
Over the years volunteers in prepa-
ration for this event have dwindled
and while some new volunteers
have joined, the number of people
involved has continued to drop. I
am positive there are more willing

and able volunteers out there, which

is why I am writing this. There are
many tasks to be completed each

year to keep this event going. Some

tasks are small and some are large.
Some could use a strong back and
some elbow grease and some are

more clerical and detail oriented. My

point is, if you are willing and able,

I’m sure there is a way you can help.
If you are interested or just want

more information please contact

the BP Area Chamber of Com-

merce office either by phone, 507-

583-4472, or by email, bpcofc@

gmail.com. Thank you in advance

for your help and support.

Luke Swenson is the presi-
dent of the Blooming Prairie
Area Chamber of Commerce.
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FEEDLOT MEETING

Continued from Page 1A

“It seems Mr. Wolf wants the
board to have some control.

“It looks like 150 to 200 peo-
ple are here. So you want their
input.”

Parry said the ordinance he
was suggesting could remain
in effect for up to one year, or
the town board could rescind it
at any time. It would give the
board time to look at the issue,
hear from residents and make a
decision, Parry said.

Attorney Jim Peters, who
represents Lowell and Evelyn
Trom in a lawsuit against Dodge
County regarding feedlots,
countered that if an ordinance
was to be considered, the town-
ship should have given public,
published notice that the issue
would come up.

Peters asked, unsuccessfully,
several times for the notice from
the newspaper to be read.

“You need publication; post-
ing does not meet the standard,”
he said.

“There was never anything
that came out that an ordinance
might be adopted.”

Township supervisors passed
the interim ordinance before
moving to the public-comment
portion of the meeting.

Discussion on the ordinance
mainly involved the two attor-
neys, and the board passed it on
a 3-0 vote.

Residents speak

Wolf then was chosen as the
moderator for the citizen-input
portion of the meeting, and dis-
cussion was initially limited
to residents of the township or
those who “had a taxable inter-
est.” It ultimately was opened up
to anyone wishing to speak.

Much of the discussion fo-

WHAT’S NEXT

cused on questions regarding
feedlots and included comments
from several feedlot owners.

Dodge County Environmental
Services Director Mark Gamm
was present to answer questions,
as were several other county of-
ficials.

Gamm said the county re-
quires that a feedlot be at least
1,000 feet from a residence.

A question also arose about
putting a feedlot on a parcel of
6 acres, as opposed to 53 acres
for a home.

Gamm said a minimum of 3
acres is needed for a home, but
there is a limit to how many
3-acre parcels can be in a section.
There can only be one 3-acre
parcel per quarter-section, and
if that density is already met, 53
acres is considered a farm.

Jim Ostlie, a livestock special-
ist with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture, was also on
hand, saying his job is to track
zoning ordinances in townships.

The Department of Agricul-
ture supports livestock agricul-
ture, Ostlie said, but also under-
stands that zoning is sometimes
necessary. In those cases, he
said, the department offers help
to townships and to make sure
restrictions are fair and science-
based.

Sonja Trom Eayrs spoke
on behalf of the group Dodge
County Concerned Citizens,
which had originated the peti-
tion calling for the meeting. She
said it was unfortunate that the
issue of planning and zoning
had to come up in the context of
feedlots, but it was reasonable to
talk about it.

She said citizens cannot trust
the state or county to do the right
thing, and there was no water
or manure management in the

county. Only six feedlots in the
county have water-use permits,
and only one (Jim Masching’s)
is in Westfield Township. Only
37 have manure-management
plans, she said.

“The air and water belong to
all of us,” Trom Eayrs said.

A number of farmers also
spoke about the importance of
livestock agriculture to the area
in supporting businesses and
allowing young people to con-
tinue or begin farming.

Nick Masching said he is a
third-generation farmer in the
township, and livestock farming
will allow him to start a family,
send kids to school locally, sup-
port local businesses and con-
tinue the family farm.

Westfield Township already
has planning and zoning, resi-
dent Jerry Wilson said. Resi-
dents already have to deal with
the county and state and in some
cases the federal government, he
said.

“This just adds another layer,”
Wilson said. “We don’t need an-
other layer.”

There was another round of
discussion over the interim or-
dinance as board members de-
cided how to proceed.

Parry recommended that the
board allow two more weeks for
written comments to accommo-
date residents who might not be
comfortable speaking in public.
He further recommended that
the board reconvene next month.

Peters again questioned the
approval of the interim ordi-
nance and how it was posted.

He also said he was not trying
o “shut down agriculture,” but
to help.

“Do you want venture-capital
firms coming in and buying up
land?” he asked.

Having an ordinance would
not mean the township would
have to have a zoning adminis-

Continued from Page 1A

He added the township should
withdraw the moratorium ordi-
nance and hire an attorney the
legal way.

He called the township’s ac-
tion ultra vires, which means an
act is done without legal author-
ity.

“What they have done is void
and has no effect because they
broke the law,” Peters said.

When a town board acts out-
side of its power, Peters said, it
opens it up to possible criminal
action. He hopes to resolve the
issue with the board but hasn’t
ruled out taking further legal
action, including a criminal in-
vestigation with the sheriff and
county attorney.

But Jack Parry, the Twin Cities
attorney hired by the township at
last week’s meeting, disagrees
that anything improper was done.

“They acted 100 percent con-
sistent with the notice that was
given, which dealt with discus-
sion of planning and zoning,”
Parry said. “It’s a legal argument
that will not hold any weight.
It’s unsubstantiated bluster.”

Asked about the concerns be-
ing raised by the DCCC group,
Parry replied: “This is a joke.
Things were done the right way.”

Parry said what’s happening is
nothing more than a special in-
terest group with a member liv-
ing next to a feedlot getting the
rest of the township all whipped
up. As for the DCCC’s agenda,
Parry said, “It’s a tough sell in
an agricultural community.”

DCCC wanted residents to be
allowed to vote on the spot at
last week’s meeting. But Parry
said that’s not a good proce-
dure. Instead, he said, township
supervisors wanted to take at
least two weeks to gather more
information and feedback from
residents.

Because many residents are
fearful of speaking in an open
meeting, the board is allowing
them to submit written com-
ments over the next few weeks,
Parry said.

“It’s a very proactive and pru-
dent way to address a fundamen-
tal issue for the township,” Parry
said. “We want to make sure ev-
eryone has a fair opportunity to
be heard,” he added.

Parry said the township board
likely will decide at its May
meeting how to proceed.

Jim Ostlie, a representative
from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture, attended

the meeting and did not see any-
thing improper done. But, he
added, he does not have any ju-
risdiction or expertise about the
legal aspects.

“From the outside looking in,
it seemed like they were doing
what they should have been do-
ing,” Ostlie said.

He said planning and zoning
on township levels become a
“very polarized and emotional
issue.” Ostlie added, “We’re
here to take some of the emo-
tion out of the decisionmaking
process.”

In light of the alleged impro-
prieties, DCCC'’s attorney plans
to send a letter to the township
demanding that board members
straighten out the process.

Peters, who has worked with
townships for more than 15
years across the state, said he
has never seen anything like
what happened last week.

Eayrs vows to continue her
fight to limit feedlot operations
in Westfield Township.

“It’s not justice for all. It’s jus-
tice for some,” Trom Eayrs said.
“There is no respect for the gov-
ernment process, no respect for
residents and no respect for air,
land and water.”

trator, he said, nor would it be
costly.

“You may not want an ordi-
nance now,” he said, “but in a
few years you may want one.”

Board members took Parry’s
advice and will accept written
comments for two weeks and
discuss the issue again next
month, although there was little
board support for a zoning ordi-
nance.

“On March 10,” said Paul
Fiebiger, “we had an election.
There were 151 votes; Lowell
got 34, I got 117. I thought it
settled it with the election.

“That’s what I thought. It was
a landslide.”

“The board is not in favor of
zoning,” said Wolf. “What both-
ered me was the mistruths of this
petition.

“I kind of got offended by this
petition going around. We do
look out for the residents.”

Staff photo by Karen Jorgensen
Carol Kirkebon speaks during the Westfield Township meeting.
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Blotter Spotlight:
On March 30, a woman called 911 and stated she had the wrong number. When deputies went to
investigate, they found a domestic disturbance going on in the residence in the 100 block of 5th St. SW
in Dodge Center. One person was charged with domestic assault and taken to jail.

911 center gets new leader

Operations manager takes over as director at Rice-Steele center

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

The area’s 911 emergency
communications center is get-
ting a new director, but it’s no
stranger to the organization.

Long-time employee Jill
Bondhus has been appointed
interim director of the Rice-
Steele 911 dispatch center. The
announcement came Wednes-
day during a joint powers board
meeting in Faribault after for-
mer director Tim Boyer made
the recommendation.

Bondhus has been with the
center since 2000 and has served
in a variety of roles, including
dispatcher, shift supervisor and
most recently operations man-
ager. Prior to joining the Rice-
Steele center, she worked for
five years as a dispatcher for
Dodge County.

She will serve in the interim
role for six months at which time
a determination will be made on
whether to make her permanent.
The board is expected to meet in
October to make that decision.

As director, Bondhus will be
responsible for 22 employees

r
e
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. Submitted photo

There has been a changing of the guard at the Rice-Steele 911
Center in Owatonna. Jill Bondhus has taken over the reigns
as interim director of the center from Tim Boyer, who left for

a similar job with the Minnesota State Patrol. Bondhus has
been with the center since 2000, most recently as operations

manager.

and a $2 million yearly budget.
The center provides dispatching
services for police, fire and EMS
agencies in both Rice and Steele

counties. All 911 calls in both
counties are routed to the center
located in Owatonna.

The new director admits she

has a lot to turn in her new role.
But she expects the transition
to be relatively easy with the
“overwhelming support from
the agencies” in both counties.

“This is an opportunity for me
to learn and grow and support
employees, partner agencies and
the citizens of both Rice and
Steele counties,” Bondhus said.

Some of the challenges ahead
for Bondhus will be implement-
ing text 911 in which the dis-
patch center will receive 911
messages via text and revamp-
ing the joint powers agreement
for the center.

She hopes to find ways to
continue consolidating services
and sharing resources as a way
to save money for taxpayers in
both counties.

“There are new challenges
every day,” Bondhus said. “I’'m
always learning and trying to
teach others,” she added.

Bondhus, who is originally
from the Byron area, lives in
Mantorville. She replaces Boy-
er, who left to take a similar po-
sition with the Minnesota State
Patrol.

@rime brief

Drug call results
In 2 arrests

A suspected drug offense in
Owatonna has landed two people
in jail.

Police responded to a call of a
vehicle at a resident that may be
involved in drug activity Thurs-
day afternoon on the south end of
town. When the officer arrived,
he knew the driver did not have
a valid license. The vehicle was
stopped in the Casey’s lot on 18th
Street SE.

In addition to the man who
had a revoked license, the officer
found a wom-
an with a
small child
who  was
not in a car
seat. When
police tried
to identify
the woman,
she provid-
ed her sis-
ter’s name,
knowing
she had

Tollefson

outstanding warrants. She was
found to be in possession of a hy-
podermic needle that contained
presumptive methamphetamine.

Kaylynn
A. Smart,
27, has been
charged
with felony
possession
of a con-
trolled sub-
stance and
providing a
false name
to police.

Corey .
Tollefson,
45, was charged with driving
after revocation and a child seat
violation.

It appears Tollefson may be
a slow learner when it comes to
illegal activity. About five hours
later he was seen driving the
same vehicle. Officers jailed him
a second time.

Smart

Spring brings more traffic on roadways

Police urge motorists to
look out for cycles, mopeds

As the weather warms, motorcycles and mopeds
use will increase. The Owatonna Police Department
encourages motorists to look twice for motorcycles
and mopeds as they are back on the roads. Likewise,
motorcycle and moped operators have additional

duties and laws to follow.

Inherently, motorcycles can be hard to see — so
all drivers must be attentive and look twice for mo-

torcycles before starting, turning, and entering the
roadway. Motorcyclists are entitled to the full use of
their driving lane and have all the rights and duties
of other drivers.

Motorcycles must have basic safety equipment
in working condition, such as headlights and tail-
lights must be on at all times, a brake lamp, horn,
windshield, mirror, muffler, brake and footrest for
passengers, if the vehicle is designed and intended
for use by a passenger. In addition, motorcycle op-
erators must have protective eyewear even if the ve-
hicle is equipped with a windshield. Operators and

passengers under the age of 18, must wear a DOT
approved helmet; although helmet use is recom-
mended for all operators and passengers.
Additional riding rules include: operators may not
carry articles that interfere with keeping both hands
on the handlebars, drivers and passengers must be
seated forward and tall enough to reach the foot-
rests, splitting traffic [driving between vehicles] is
not only dangerous for others sharing the road, but

it is against the law. A valid driver’s license with a
motorcycle endorsement is required, in addition to

current registration and motor vehicle insurance.

Police warn that additional restrictions and equip-
ment are required for motorcycle permit operators,
such as a required DOT approved helmet, no pas-
sengers, no interstate and nighttime riding.

Mopeds have increased in popularity among
youth operators. A moped by definition is a vehicle
that has a piston displacement of 50cc or less, a max-
imum of 2 horse power, and a maximum speed of 30
mile per hour on a flat surface.

ROADWAYS
Continued on Page 6A

PoOLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police

March 30
Vandalism. Officer took property
damage report in the city at 1:42 p.m.

Owatonna Police

March 27

Fraud. A citizen reported being
the victim of a fraud incident in the
600 block of 24th St. NE at 9:50 a.m.

Vandalism. Officer took property
damage report in the 1600 block of
Cedar Ave. S. at 10:19 am.

Restraining Order. At 6:05 p.m.,
a restraining order was violated in
the 900 block of Brook Lane NE.

Theft. A citizen reported that his
or her identity had been stolen in the
500 block of Cedardale Dr. SE at
5:56 p.m.

DWI. Police arrested a motorist
for driving while intoxicated in the
100 block of Broadway St. W. at 8:11

p-m.

March 28

Suspicion. Police responded to a
suspicious activity report in the 100
block of St. John Dr. NW at 1:02 a.m.
They issued a citation at the scene.

Warrant. At 10:21 a.m., officer
arrested a subject for an outstanding
warrant in the 2000 block of Green-
wood Dr. NE.

Shoplifting. Officer responded
to a shoplifting incident in the 1400
block of 21st Ave. NW at 6:09 p.m.
An adult was arrested at the scene.

March 29

Shoplifting. A shoplifting incident
occurred in the 100 block of Broad-
way St. W. at 4:53 p.m.

Domestic. Police responded to a
domestic disturbance at 5:40 p.m. in
the 500 block of State Ave. NW.

Trespassing. At 10:04 p.m., offi-
cer arrested a subject for trespassing
in the 200 block of Cedar Ave. N.

March 30

Child Protection. Officer took
child protection report in the 300
block of Elm Ave. S. at 8:40 a.m.

Animal. At 8:25 a.m., officers re-
sponded to an animal call in the 800
block of Cedar Ave. S.

Vandalism. Property damage was
reported in the 600 block of Walnut
Ave. S. at 3:12 p.m. and in the 2900
block of Bridge St. W. at 5:07 p.m.

Criminal Sex. Police began an
investigation of criminal sexual con-
duct in the 200 block of Pearl St. E.
at 6:45 p.m.

March 31

Death. Police began a death inves-
tigation in the 100 block of 24th St.
NE at 6:52 am.

Disturbance. At 8:18 a.m., offi-
cers responded to a noise complaint
in the 1200 block of Oak Ave. S.

Domestic. Police responded to the
300 block of Cedar Ave. S. for a do-
mestic disturbance at 11:31 a.m.

Restraining Order. A citizen re-
ported that a restraining order had
been violated at 2:53 p.m. in the 300
block of 16th St. NE.

Shoplifting. At 4:30 p.m., police
took a shoplifting report in the 1400
block of 21st Ave. NW.

April 1

Property Damage. Vandalism
was reported in the 100 block of Ce-
dar Ave. N. at 1:18 p.m. and in the
2200 block of 46th St. NW at 9:39

p.m.

Burglary. At 12:46 p.m., police
responded to a burglary in the 700
block of Willowbrook Dr. NE.

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash
resulting in property damage oc-
curred at Bridge St. W. and State
Ave. NW at 2:57 p.m.

Shoplifting. At 6:49 p.m., officer
issued a citation for shoplifting in the
1100 block of Frontage Rd. W.

Burglary. Police began a burglary
investigation in the 200 block of
Beech Ave. NE at 6:58 p.m.

April 2

Crash. A motor vehicle accident
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 2400 block of Mossy
Creek Dr. NE at 5:48 a.m.

Suspicion. Police received a sus-

picious activity report from the 300
block of Cedar Ave. S. at 11:57 a.m.

Theft. A citizen reported that his
or her identity had been stolen in the
900 block of Crestview Lane NE at
2:57 p.m.

Warrant. Officer arrested a sub-
ject for an outstanding warrant in the
2000 block of Sunlight Ave. SE at
5:02 p.m.

Forgery. Counterfeit money was
found in the 300 block of Cedar Ave.
N. at 8:08 p.m.

Arrest. A traffic stop resulted in a
motorist being arrested in the 2000
block of Cedar Ave. S. at 11:06 p.m.

Steele County Sheriff

March 27

Domestic. Deputies responded to
a domestic disturbance at 118th St.
SE and Hwy. 218 at 12:02 a.m. A ju-
venile was arrested at the scene.

Arrest. Deputy took a motorist
into custody following a traffic stop
in the 8000 block of 21st Ave. NW
at 7:01 a.m.

Assault. At 2:09 p.m., deputies
responded to an assault in the 600
block of School St.

March 28

Animal. Deputies received a dan-
gerous animal report from the 4400
block of Cedar Ave. at 8:03 p.m.

March 29

Crash. At 2:15 a.m., deputies re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
resulting in property damage in the
700 block of 58th St. SE. One of the
drivers was arrested.

Drunken Driving. Deputy made
a DWI arrest at County Rd. 3 and
County Rd. 45 S. at 2:38 a.m.

March 30

Vandalism. At 2:25 p.m., deputy
took property damage report in the
8600 block of Dane Rd.

March 31

Juvenile. Deputies received a ju-
venile complaint from the 700 block
of 2nd Ave. NE at 2 p.m.

Fraud. A citizen reported being
the victim of a fraud incident in the
1100 block of 92nd Ave. SW at 5:10
p.m.

April 2

Burglary. At 4:08 p.m., deputies
began an investigation of a burglary
in the 6600 block of 14th Ave. SE.

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following case was heard
in Steele County District Court the
week of March 23 with Judge Jo-
seph A. Bueltel presiding:

Thomas R. Gibson, 32, St. Cloud
State Prison, previously appeared
and was convicted of felony sale of
narcotics and controlled substance.
He was sentenced to $262 and 72
months in St. Cloud State Prison.

The following case was heard
in Steele County District Court the
week of March 23 with Judge Ger-
ald Wolf presiding:

Andy J. Hiebert, 38, Owatonna,
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony possession of con-
trolled substance. Hiebert was sen-
tenced to $381, no possession of
firearms, and 5 years of supervised
probation.

The following misdemeanors and
petty misdemeanors were heard in
Steele County District Court the
week of March 23 — 27:

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Gerald E. Anderson, 64, Bis-
marck, ND, seat belt, $106; Rhonda
K. Boxmeyer, 51, Rockford, IA,
speeding, $131; Alexis C. Brech, 22,
Rochester, speeding, $141; Oswaldo
F. Carnacho Zepeda, 31, Blooming-
ton, speeding, $141; Joseph D. Car-
lino, 29, Bellechester, window tint
violation, $81 and 6 months of unsu-
pervised probation;

Bruce D. Evert, 50, Sabin, falsified
entries in log book, $181; Dominque
R. Fabiyi, 27, Austin, speeding,
$381; Matthew A. Fredenberg, 37,
St. Cloud, suspended license, $281;
Jennie L. Gappa, 28, Rochester,
speeding, $121; Heidi L. Kemper,
21, Albert Lea, no insurance, $281;

Valerie J. Meyer, 19, Stillwater,
speeding, $131; Wendy H. Peterson,
49, Madison, WI, speeding, $141;
Wendy M. Rasmussen, 34, Lake
Crystal, no insurance, $281;

Jason R. Royer, 32, Owatonna,
speeding, $121; Conner P. Schmidt,
20, Forest City, IA, speeding, $141;
Bryan S. Valencia, 21, Owatonna, no
insurance, $281.

Owatonna Police
Department

Lamario J. Anders, 29, Owatonna,
false name, $131 and 26 days in
county jail; Jack S. Bass, 46, Owa-
tonna, no MN license, $181;

Jason C. Borwege, 43, Chicago,
IL, domestic assault, $381, domestic
abuse evaluation, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter
liquor establishments, and no pos-
session of firearms; Mildred A. Diaz
Rodriguez, 20, Albert Lea, no insur-
ance and speeding, $331; Joshua J.
Emmerson, 29, Austin, DWI, $506,
attend MADD impact panel, chemi-
cal dependency evaluation and 1 year
of supervised probation;

Shaun R. Fedder, 37, Owatonna,
domestic assault, $181, 20 days in
county jail, no possession of firearms
and 1 year of supervised probation;
Steven F. Groening, 56, Owatonna,
public nuisance, $181 and 6 months
of unsupervised probation;

Payton F. Hinchley, 18, Owa-
tonna, underage possession of al-
cohol, $181; Ashton A. Kane, 19,

866-878-7964

If you have information about
any crimes in Steele County,
call the sheriff’s tipline.
You may remain anonymous.

Owatonna, speeding, $141; Brittany
E. Louks, 30, Owatonna, revoked li-
cense, $281;

Jason C. Meixner, 37, Bloom-
ing Prairie, DWI, $1,106, 30 days
in county jail, chemical dependency
evaluation, no alcohol or controlled
substance use, no possession of fire-
arms, 224 hours of community ser-
vice and 3 years of supervised proba-
tion; Darrin L. Olson, 44, Owatonna,
speeding, $121; Marion A. Pirkl, 81,
Owatonna, failure to obey traffic con-
trol device, $131; Patrick D. Powell,
41, Owatonna, invalid license, $181;

Abaas N. Said, 20, Owatonna, un-
derage drinking and driving, $181,
2 days in county jail, no alcohol or
controlled substance use, chemical
dependency evaluation and 1 year
of supervised probation; Beverly A.
Willert, 75, Blooming Prairie, re-
voked license, $281.

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office
Neil T. Dickie, 32, Waseca, DWI,
$431, attend MADD impact panel,
no alcohol or controlled substance
use and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Thomas S. Forthun, 53, Waseca,
speeding, $141; Paul W. Friesen, 54,
Faribault, speeding, $121; Hunter
J. Jirele, 18, speeding and no insur-
ance, $341; Nakia R. Jones, 42, Sha-
kopee, shoplifting, $131 and 90 days
in county jail;

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued on Page 6A

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County.
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Abdulmajid Mohamed Khalif- Theft- No bond.

Timothy Ballard Koger- DWI- 2nd Degree- $12,000 bail.

Marie Tracy Kinard- DWI-2nd Degree- $12,000 bail.
Georgia Nora Kingswan- DUI- No bond.

Ronald Kirkbride- Civil Warrant- $1,000 bail.

Larry Jon Kittelson- DWI- No bond.

Vern Klostriech- DWI- $12,000 bail.

Matthew Richard Knafel- DWI- $500 bail.

William Earl Knutson- DWI- $3,000 bail.

Monique Lynn Kraay- Traffic- $500 bail.

Anna Marie Christine M. Kramer- No proof insurance-
Kyle William Krause- Burglary- 2nd Degree- No bond.
Anthony Jeremiah Lake- Driving after revocation- $500 bail.
Trevor Lee Lambkins- Assault- 5th degree- $1,000 bail.

Kenneth William Lane- False name- $1,000 bail.

Ulises Lazcando- Speed, no MN license- $500 bail.
Miguela Lazu Martinez- No valid license- $500 bail.
Jesus Leal- Domestic assault- $1,000 bail.

Michael Lavern Lee- DWI- refuse test- $1,000 bail.
Sylvia Mary Lee- Taxes- $110,000 bail.

Michael S. Lehnertz- Contempt of court- No bond.

$500 bail.

Christopher Douglas Larson- Driving after suspension- $500 bail.

Michael Craig Laursen- Theft- $10,000 bail.
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James F. Landsteiner, 63, Maple-
ton, speeding, $141; Leah S. McCar-
thy, 44, Owatonna, speeding, $141;
Logan M. Sawatzke, 21, Maple Lake,
speeding, $141; Derrick D. South-
wick, 16, Faribault, speeding, $141;
Shellie L. Thompson, 53, Owatonna,
speeding, $121; Allyssa M. Vieths,
24, West Concord, speeding, $131;
Joshua F. Weller, 26, Owatonna,
careless driving, $181.

PoOLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Of-
fice responded to 188 incidents dur-
ing the week of March 25-31. Some
of them included:

March 25

Fire. Claremont Fire and the sher-
iff’s office responded to fire alarms
sounding in the 100 block of Front
St. W. in Claremont at 1:03 a.m. Fire
found hot dogs were burnt in an oven
and the hallways were aired out.

Drug Violation. An adult was
taken into custody for violating rules
of drug court at 10:17 a.m. at the
courthouse. The subject was taken to
Steele County Jail.

Theft. A theft was reported in the
100 block of Front St. W. in Clare-
mont at 11:05 a.m. The victim had an
engine stolen.

Suspicion. A resident reported
suspicious activity in the 300 block
of Center Ave. S. in Hayfield at 9:57
p-m. The person heard glass break
and saw two pick-ups at an aban-
doned building.

March 26

Fraud. A man reported a fraudu-
lent text message at 6:47 p.m. in the
400 block of 1st St. NE in Hayfield.

March 27

Property Damage. A resident re-
ported damage to his vehicle in the

200 block of Front St. W. in Clare-
mont at 11:11 a.m.

Vandalism. At 11:14 a.m., a citi-
zen reported kids in the area egging
his driveway in the 500 block of 5th
St. NE in Hayfield.

Medical. Hayfield Ambulance
and deputies responded to a medical
emergency in the 100 block of 5th St.
SE in Hayfield at 11:44 p.m. A wom-
an was hysterical and having trouble
breathing. Assistance from Gold
Cross Ambulance was requested.

March 28

Medical. At 6:24 p.m., Hayfield
Ambulance responded to a medical
emergency in the 100 block of 2nd
St. NE. A woman had a sprained an-
kle that was turning black and blue.

Domestic. Deputies responded to
a domestic disturbance in the 800
block of Center Ave. S. in Hayfield
at 10:39 p.m. Both a man and woman
were arrested for domestic assault
and transported to jail.

March 29

Medical. The sheriff’s office,
Claremont Fire and Dodge Center
Ambulance responded to a medical
emergency in the 15600 block of
630th St. by Claremont at 1:27 p.m.
A disoriented elderly man was found
lying on the ground.

Hazard. A traffic hazard was re-
ported by 130th Ave. and 630th St.
by Claremont at 6:37 p.m. A tree was
reportedly down.

March 30

Suicide Threats. Deputies re-
sponded to Triton High School in
Dodge Center for a student threaten-
ing suicide at 2:28 p.m.

March 31

Burglary. A deputy took a bur-
glary report in the 100 block of High-
way St. W. in Dodge Center at 9:49
a.m. A man reportedly kicked in the
door to the trailer house and walked
in.

Narcotics. A citizen reported a
man passed out in a car in the 600

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

block of 4th St. SE in Dodge Center
at 6:25 p.m. It was possibly a drug
overdose.

The following cases were heard
in Dodge County District Court the
week of March 23 with Judge Jodi
L. Williamson presiding:

Duane H. Barwald, 59, Dodge
Center, previously appeared and
was convicted of felony controlled
substance crime. He was sentenced
to $125, 37 days in county jail, no
alcohol or controlled substance use,
do not enter liquor establishments,
chemical assessment, mental health
screening, drug court and 10 years of
supervised probation.

Nereus R. Montemayor, 54, Hay-
field, previously appeared and was
convicted of felony criminal sexual
conduct. Montemayor was sentenced
to $1,155, 164 days in county jail, no
alcohol or controlled substance use,
do not enter liquor establishments,
attend sex offender program, no
contact with victim, no contact with
minors, submit to polygraph exami-
nation as directed, no unsupervised
contact with children, no frequenting
locations where children congregate,
obtain and maintain housing, no ac-
cess to Internet without approval,
predatory offender registration and 7
years of supervised probation.

The following misdemeanors and
petty misdemeanors were heard in
Dodge County District Court the
week of March 23 — 30:

Dodge County

Sheriff’s Office
Cesar E. Alvarado-Solis, 37, park-
ing violation, $32; Quade S. Barry,
16, Mantorville, speeding, $140;

Gunner A. Delong, 20, Alma, WI,
parking violation, $32; Troy C. Dub-
bels, 30, Hayfield, suspended license
and no insurance, $480; Mallory L.
Fjerstad, 17, Hayfield, parking vio-
lation, $32; Viviana Hernandez, 36,
Dodge Center, parking violation,
$32;

Thomas J. Horton, 27, Rochester,
receiving stolen property, $205, no
alcohol or controlled substance use,
do not enter liquor establishments,
chemical dependency evaluation,
and 2 years of supervised probation;
Rhiannon L. Ladue, 36, Shakopee,
registration violation and revoked li-
cense, 90 days in county jail;

Robert A. Mark, 53, Hayfield,
parking violation, $32; Josue Merca-
do-Garcia, 16, West Concord, speed-
ing, $140; Karen N. Monson, 58,
Kasson, lighting violation and care-
less driving, $220; Chad M. Osgood,
36, Hayfield, revoked license, $280;
Colton J. Page, 22, Dodge Center,
open bottle, possession of Parapher-
nalia and Marijuana, $280;

Blake J. Randall, 20, Dodge
Center, speeding, $220; Louis J.
Robinson, 43, Rochester, speeding,
$120; Charion B. Ross, 22, Hay-
field, parking violation, $32; Travis
A. Schleusner, 23, Dodge Center,
parking violation, $32; Christopher
A. Smith, 27, Dodge Center, parking
violation, $32; Amanda M. South-
wick, 33, Rochester, speeding, $140;
Maria D. Tapia, 30, Kasson, parking
violation, $32; Daniel T. Vrieze, 24,
Dodge Center, DWI, $505, chemical
assessment and 1 year of supervised
probation.

Kasson Police

Department
Michael N. Bedell, 39, Rochester,
parking violation, $32; Todd C. Han-
son, 48, Kasson, parking violations,
$64; Ashley N. Heald, 23, Kasson,
parking violation, $32; Stephanie G.
Juhnke, 26, Marshall, parking viola-
tion, $32; Trisha L. Riegel, 39, Kas-
son, parking violation, $32; Susanna
J. Zrucky, 31, Byron, parking viola-
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tion, $32.

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Deseray Catlett, 37, Browsndale,
invalid license, $180; Matthew E.
Coltrin, 29, Boise, ID, permit vio-
lation and vehicle width violation,
$280; Angela M. Hoberg, 44, West
Concord, speeding, $130; Kevin
M. Horsman, 39, Kasson, speeding,
$120;

Hector M.  Martinez, 30,
Stewartville, speeding, $130; Hai-
ley M. Schreoder, 16, Blooming
Prairie, speeding, $120; Theresa E.
Webinger, 43, Owatonna, suspended
license, $280.

West Concord
Police Department

Madison L. Anderson, 27, Dodge
Center, obstructing legal process,
$280 and 1 year of probation; Terry
S. Benda, 51, West Concord, parking
violation, $32;

Pablo A. Gil, 24, West Concord,
domestic assault, $455, no alcohol or
controlled substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, no contact
with victim, domestic abuse evalua-
tion, 30 hours of community service
and 1 year of supervised probation;
Michael G. Murphy, 38, West Con-

Owatonna Fire

cord, parking violation.

March 27

Carbon Monoxide. The fire de-
partment responded to a carbon mon-
oxide incident in the 700 block of
13th St. NE at 4:21 p.m.

March 31

Assist. At 4:17 p.m., fire respond-
ed on a public service assistance on
Cedardale Dr. SE.

April 1

Fire. Firefighters responded to a
brush and grass fire in the 4500 block
of Crane Creek Road at 3:06 p.m.

Steele Arrests

Owatonna Police

Nahom Tesfalidet, 34, arrested at
10:55 a.m. March 23, felony felon in
possession of firearm and revoked li-
cense, held for court.

Teresa Alvarez, 49, arrested March
27 at 8:25 p.m., 2nd Degree test re-
fusal and driving after cancellation-
inimical to public safety, $12,000
bail.

Ann-Marie Paula Kirkhus, 45, ar-
rested March 28 at 11:06 a.m., war-
rant arrest, $1,000 bail or $281 fine.

Michael lee Wiuff, 20, arrested
March 29 at 5:50 p.m., domestic as-
sault, hold for court.

Tony Valentino Tristano, 37, ar-
rested April 1 at 11:24 am., A&D
order, held for court.

Kaylynn Alicia Smart, 27, arrested
April 2 at 5:26 p.m., possession of
controlled substance and false name
to police, held for court.

Corey Jay Tollefson, 45, arrested
April 2, driving after revocation, held
for court.

Steele County Sheriff

Andrez Quintana, 25, arrested at
2:14 p.m. March 24, warrant arrest,
body only.

Mario Alberto Valdez, 25, arrested
March 27 at 2:20 p.m., warrant ar-
rest, body only.

Rashad Jihad Rahim, 51, arrested
March 29 at 12:45 a.m., extradition
hearing for California warrant, held
for court.

Joseph Green, 30, arrested April
1 at 2:48 p.m., complaint warrant,
$20,000 bail.

Maurice Dontez Day, 26, arrested
April 1 at 3:50 p.m., complaint war-
rant, held for court.

Cristal Villanueva, 27, arrested
April 1 at 3:57 p.m., complaint war-
rant, held for court.

Travis Loren Clemmenson, 44, ar-
rested April 2 at 2:26 p.m., warrant
arrest, $20,000 bail.

ASK A
TROOPER

I &

Troy Christianson

Specializing
license plates

Question: Could you explain
the significance of the W on li-
cense plates?

Answer: [ believe Minne-

sota started using “whiskey” or
“special registration” plates back
in the mid- to late 1990’s. They
are commonly called “whiskey”
plates because they start with
the letter “W”” which is followed
by a second letter and 4 numer-
als. The purpose of the plates is
to alert law enforcement and the
public that either the person driv-
ing the vehicle or someone that
had driven the vehicle was guilty
of an “enhanced” DWI violation.

Plates may be issued for a va-
riety of DWI offenses, including:

*A second DWI violation with-
in 10 years.

*A DWI violation while having
an alcohol concentration of twice
the legal limit (.16 or more).

*A DWI violation while having
a child under the age of 16 in the
vehicle if the child is more than
36 months younger than the of-

fender.

*A violation by a person whose
driver’s license or driving privi-
leges have been canceled under
Minnesota Statute section 171.04
, Canceled Inimical to Public
Safety (Multiple DWI violations).

Special registration plates will
be on the car at least one year
from the date of incident.

A person found guilty of a
gross misdemeanor DWI offense
requiring this special registra-
tion may also be liable for up to
a $3,000 fine and/or one year in
jail.

If you have any questions con-
cerning traffic related laws or
issues in Minnesota send your
questions to Sgt. Troy Christian-
son — Minnesota State Patrol at
2900 48th Street NW, Rochester
MN 55901-5848.

ROADWAYS
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Moped operators are required
to have a moped permit, moped
operator’s license or a valid class
D driver’s license.

Anyone under 18 years of
age or any moped permit opera-
tor must wear a helmet, which
could be a bicycle helmet or an
approved motorcycle helmet.
Licensed moped operators [not
those with a moped instructional
permit] that are under the age of
16 may drive at night, only if the
moped is equipped with a work-
ing headlight and taillight. Moped
operators under 16 years of age
may not carry passengers, except
a parent or legal guardian.

According to police, anyone
having a moped instructional
permit, regardless of age, is pro-
hibited from carrying passengers,

riding at night and driving with-
out a helmet.

Registration and insurance
laws apply to moped use.

More details about the laws
governing motorcycles and mo-
peds can found at the Office of
Traffic Safety webpage https://
dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/mmsc/
motorcycle- license/Pages/laws-
regulations.aspx.

The most common complaint
the police department receives
against motorcyclists is vehicle
noise. All vehicles, including mo-
torcycles must be equipped with
a muffler in good working order,
which blends the exhaust noise
into the overall vehicle noise and
is in constant operation to pre-
vent excessive or unusual noise,
and no person shall use a muffler
cutout, bypass or similar device
upon a motor vehicle on a street
or highway. The exhaust system

shall not emit or produce a sharp
popping or crackling sound.

Even though a motorcycle is
equipped with factory, standard
or otherwise legal aftermarket
muffler equipment, it is the man-
ner in which the operator is accel-
erating that will often times cause
a violation under the muffler laws
and noise laws established by
the Pollution Control Agency,
Minnesota Chapter 169.69 and
169.693.

Police encourage riders to
know the laws and do a pre-trip
safety and equipment inspection.
Motorcycle and moped operators
are encouraged to create a safe
driving distance when following
other vehicles in traffic to allow
for better visibility and to create
more time to read the road and
maneuver around hazards.

Cops; Speak up and put
the phone down for safety

Police to focus
on distracted
driving in
crackdown

A young mother of two, killed
while on a bike ride with her
kids. A teenager who was start-
ing the first day of her senior year
in high school, crashes and dies
while sending a text. These are
examples of how distracted driv-
ing has changed Minnesota lives
in recent years.

Starting April 13, Steele Coun-
ty Law Enforcement will conduct
extra enforcement on Minnesota
roads in an effort to reduce dis-
tracted driving.

As part of the campaign, local
police agencies are encouraging
anyone riding with a distracted
driver to speak up and tell them
to put the phone down. The result
of distracted driving can be dev-
astating as it contributes to one in
four crashes, 64 deaths and 234
serious injuries each year in Min-
nesota.

“We all must do our part to
change the behaviors of drivers
wanting to text and drive,” said
Capt. Jeff Mundale, Owatonna
Police Department. “Speak up,
tell your friends and loved ones
to put the phone down before it’s
too late.”

There is a cause for concern
when it comes to distracted driv-
ing. During 2014 in Minnesota,
preliminary statistics show dis-

tracted driving contributed to 47
deaths, 7,369 injuries and 16,900
crashes.

Distracted driving has been
found to be nationwide problem.
Consider these statistics:

*Drivers in their 20s make
up 27 percent of the distracted
drivers in fatal crashes (National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration).

*During daylight hours, ap-
proximately 666,000 drivers are
using cell phones or electronic
devices while driving (National
Occupant Protection Use Sur-
vey).

°Five seconds is the average
time your eyes are off the road
while texting (Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute).

*A quarter of teens respond to
a text message once or more ev-
ery time they drive (University
of Michigan Transportation Re-
search Institute).

*Reaching for a phone, dialing
or texting increases the risk of
getting into a crash by three times
(Virginia Tech Transportation In-
stitute).

In Minnesota, it is illegal for
drivers to read, compose or send
texts and emails, and access the
web while the vehicle is in motion
or a part of traffic. That includes
sitting at a stoplight or stop sign.
It is also illegal for drivers with
a permit or provisional driver’s
license to use a cell phone while
driving, except for emergencies
to call 911.

If you injure or kill someone
because of texting and driving,
you can face a felony charge of

criminal vehicular operation or
homicide.

The Steele County Toward
Zero Deaths Coalition (TZD)
underscores driver distractions is
not specific to a cell phone. It can
also include reaching for items,
fiddling with radio/music/vehicle
controls, eating/drinking, dealing
with rowdy passengers, groom-
ing and more.

“At 55 miles per hour, texting
and driving is like traveling the
length of a football field without
looking up,” said deputy Nicholas
Donahue, Steele County Sherift’s
office. “Make the right choice be-
fore you get behind the wheel and
put the phone down.”

Here are some tips for making
the right choice behind the wheel:

*Cell phones — Put the phone
down, turn it off or place it out of
reach.

*Music and other controls —
Pre-program radio stations and
arrange music in an easy-to-ac-
cess spot. Adjust mirrors and ven-
tilation before traveling.

*Navigation — Map out the
destination and enter the GPS
route in advance.

*Eating and drinking — Avoid
messy foods and secure drinks.

*Children — Teach children
the importance of good behavior
in a vehicle and model proper
driving behavior.

*Passengers — Speak up to
stop drivers from distracted driv-
ing behavior and offer to help
with anything that takes the driv-
er’s attention off the road.

WHAT’S NEXT

Thiele described Wandrey as a great em-

Continued from Page 1A

stage 3 papillary renal cell carcinoma in
September 2012. He refers to it in simpler
terms as “a very rare form of kidney cancer,”
which is non-curable. He had his right kid-
ney, partial adrenal gland and lymph nodes
removed.

In March 2014, Wandrey was airlifted to
a Rochester hospital after suffering a heart
attack. Doctors performed a balloon angio-
plasty. Given his medical history, it was
determined that he was not a candidate for
radiation or chemotherapy treatments.

Last August he began taking oral chemo
medication in an effort to control the cancer.
A few weeks later he had a severe reaction to
the medication and was hospitalized again.
The reaction caused a small stroke.

He had an enlarged cancerous lymph node
removed in January and once again began
taking oral chemo medication. In February,
things took a turn for the worse when doc-
tors diagnosed him with a progressive form
of carcinoma. He was told work was out
of the question for him ever again. He had
not been at work since last August and had
hoped to come back in April.

“It sucked. It wasn’t what I wanted to
hear. It was tough to take,” Wandrey said of
the doctor’s order to stop working. “I live
day by day and do what I can,” he said.

Loved jail work

During his public service career, Wan-
drey rose through the ranks and served as a
correctional officer, detention sergeant and
finally assistant jail administrator. He was
considered a valued member of the transi-
tion team who played an essential role in the
move to the new jail in 2003.

Wandrey says he loved everything about
his jail work, especially mingling with the
inmates. He prides himself with always
making an effort to treat the inmates with re-
spect. “They respected me for treating them
like a human being,” he said. “If you show
them respect, they treat you with respect
back,” he added.

He took it upon himself to make every
effort to get inmates ready to go back into
society and be productive citizens. Wandrey
hopes through his gift of gab he has trans-
formed some inmates over the years into
getting their lives back on track.

“They’re not caged animals,” Wandrey said.
“They’re just people who made mistakes and
some of them were bigger than others.”

Sheriff Lon Thiele recalls Wandrey
playing an important role in helping
Thiele learn about the detention center af-
ter becoming sheriff four years ago. “He
assisted me with learning some detention
center knowledge that I wasn’t aware of,”
Thiele said.

ployee whose departure will leave a big hole
to fill at the jail. “He takes almost 30 years
of detention center knowledge with him and
he will be missed,” the sheriff said.

Even though he can’t work any longer,
Wandrey still goes out to visit the jail staff
when his health allows him to.

Cancer benefit

The sheriff’s office, along with family and
friends, is planning a benefit for Wandrey on
May 9 from 5 to 10 p.m. at the VFW Club in
Owatonna. There will be a silent auction and
food will be served with a free-will offering.

There will also be entertainment from the
So Big Band of the Twin Cities. The group,
which offers a variety of classic, current and
country rock, is donating its time.

Cash donations can also be made at any
US Bank location in Owatonna.

“What the sheriff’s office is doing is be-
yond thoughts,” Wandrey said. “I can’t even
comprehend it.”

Wandrey hopes people will come out and
if nothing else at least enjoy the band.

He has no regrets about his life, though he
had hoped for a different kind of retirement
than what he’s getting.

“I hope I led a good life,” Wandrey said.
“I’ve always tried to help people. I want to
be remembered as a good guy.”
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Prairie Manor Care Center

& Heather Haus

Dear Savvy Senior,

I’ve heard that Social Security
offers a lump-sum payment to re-
tirees who need some extra cash.
I have not yet started drawing my
benefits and would like to inves-
tigate this option. What can you
tell me?

Almost Retired

Dear Almost,
There are actually two kinds of
Social Security claiming strate-

ENIOR

| Brought to you by:

PBairie Manor>
€ CareCenter

220 3rd St. NW,
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gies that can provide retirees a
big lump-sum benefit, but you
need to be past full retirement
age to be eligible, and there are
financial drawbacks you need to
be aware of too.

First, let’s review the basics.
Remember that while workers
can begin drawing their Social
Security retirement benefits any-
time between ages 62 and 70, full
retirement age is currently 66 for
those born between 1943 and

1954, but it rises in two-month
increments to 67 for those born
in 1960 and later. You can find
your full retirement age at ssa.
gov/pubs/ageincrease.htm.

At full retirement age, you are
entitled to 100 percent of your
benefits. If you claim -earlier
you’ll receive less, while if you
delay you’ll get more — roughly 8
percent more for each year until
age 70.

Lump-sum options

If you are past full retirement
age and have not yet filed for
your benefits, the Social Security
Administration offers a retroac-
tive lump-sum payment that’s
worth six months of benefits.

Here’s how it works. Let’s say
you were planning to delay tak-
ing your Social Security benefits
past age 66, but you changed
your mind at 66 and six months.
You could then claim a lump-
sum payment equal to those six

months of benefits. So, for in-
stance, if your full retirement age
benefit were $2,000, you would
be entitled to a $12,000 lump
sum payment.

If you decided at age 66 and
four months that you wanted to
file retroactively, you’d get only
four months’ worth of benefits
in your lump sum, because SSA
rules prohibit you from claiming
benefits that pre-date your full re-
tirement age.

Another option that provides
even more cash is the “file and
suspend” strategy. Again, this op-
tion is only available to people on
(or after) full retirement age.

Here’s how this strategy
works. Let’s say you’re 66, and
you decide to delay your benefits.
You could file for your benefit
and then immediately suspend it.

This gives you the ability to
collect a lump sum going back to
the date you filed. So if you need
money at age 69 for example,

Steele County Times

and your full retirement age ben-
efit was $2,000, you could get a
three-year lump sum of $72,000.

Drawbacks

The big downside to these
strategies is that once you accept
a lump-sum payment, you’ll lose
all the delayed retirement credits
you’ve accrued, and your future
monthly retirement benefit will
be reduced to reflect the amount
you already received.

Here’s an example of how this
works. Let’s say that you are en-
titled to a $2,480 monthly benefit
at age 69. By taking a three-year
lump sum payment, your fu-
ture benefits will shrink back to
$2,000 per month, which is what
you would have received at your
full retirement age. This also af-
fects your future survivor benefit
to your spouse or other eligible
family members after you die.

You also need to consider
Uncle Sam. Depending on your

- Tuesday, April 7,2015 - TA

income, Social Security benefits
may be taxable, and a lump-sum
payment could boost the amount
of benefits that are taxed. To help
you calculate this, see IRS Pub-
lication 915 “Social Security and
Equivalent Railroad Retirement
Benefits” at irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/
p915.pdf, or call 800-829-3676
and ask them to mail you a copy.

One other caveat: If you’re
married and you “file and sus-
pend” your Social Security ben-
efit, you cannot file a “restricted
application” too, which gives
you the ability to collect spousal
benefits while delaying your own
retirement benefit past full retire-
ment age.

Send your senior questions
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070,

or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the
NBC Today show and author of
“The Savvy Senior” book.

[History from the news archives

)

10 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor
March 29, 2005

The deployment of thou-
sands of National Guards was
much of a surprise since the
National Guards have initially
been stationed stateside help-
ing with homeland disasters.
Some of our local friends and
neighbors are now in Iraq with
the Austin National Guard Unit
50th Battalion, Company B.

Gladys Marie Seavey Peter-
son, 84 of Blooming Prairie,
died Tuesday, March 29, 2005,
at her home. She was born to
Charles S. “Sam” and Ella
Seavey April 2, 1920, in Udol-
pho Township, Mower County,
Minnesota where she grew up
and attended country school.

First Lutheran Church in
Blooming Prairie will be host-
ing an inspiring concert with
contemporary Christian music,

puppetry, drama, and personal
testimony on Friday, April 8§ at
7 p.m. for people of all ages.
The concert will focus on this
year’s theme “Calm the Storm”.

20 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor
March 28, 1995

Prizes for the After-Prom
Party April 21 begin to pile up.
All seniors, junior and their
dates are encouraged to attend
the After-Prom Party at the
Blooming Prairie High School.
Tickets are on sale April 10,
11, 18 and 19. They will be
sold during lunch hour in the
commons; cost is $5.

The family of Jerome and
Romayne Simon, Ellendale,
invites you to celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary at an
open house on Sunday April 9,
1:30 to 5 p.m.

The Minnesota Board of
Pardons refused March 22 to
commute the prison sentence
for Harvey Cole, the Blooming
Prairie man who was convicted
of shooting his wife. The 77-
year old man shot his wife and
then ignored her pleas for mercy
and fired a second, fatal, shot in
1989. His wife, Margaret Cole,
75, was found on a bed in a bed-
room in the couple’s home, dead
of two gunshot wounds in her
back. Cole was lying next to her
and a gun was between them.

50 Years Ago

Victor, Vernon, and Vryle
Krejci, Editors
April 1, 1965

Bernard Kubicek, Blooming
Prairie, is a patient at Meth-
odist Hospital, Rochester, and
will undergo major surgery
sometime this week. As yet,
sometime this week. As yet,

doctors have not set the exact
date for the operation.

Street Commissioner Glenn
Dennis announced Tuesday that
the Village dump grounds will
be closed until further notice.
The road leading into the area is
impassable at this time, necessi-
tating the closing of the disposal
site.

Mrs. Bill Kaplan underwent
surgery at Owatonna City Hospi-
tal Monday for a fracture of her
left hip. Mrs. Kaplan was hospi-
talized Friday afternoon follow-
ing a fall in front of her home.
Mrs. Kaplan is well-known in
the business district, having
been employed at Ressler Lanes
Cafe for many years.

75 Years Ago
Walter K. Mickelson,
Editor and Publisher

March 28, 1940

The building formerly oc-

cupied by the Triple-S Electric
home appliance store has just
been leased to Donald Schultz
of Litchfield, Minnesota, ac-
cording to a late announce-
ment. According to Mr. Jim
Birgin, owner of the building,
it will be used as a variety
store. Lawrence Lysne, local
contractor, will do repair work
on the interior. The store is ex-
pected to be open about May 1.

Miss Margaret Jensen, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. James Jen-
son, of near Brownsdale, for-
merly of Austin, became the
bride of Donald E. Ingvalson,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Emil Ingval-
son, of Udolpho, Easter Sunday,
March 25th, at 2 p.m., at the St.
Olaf parsonage in Austin.

Many friends and relatives
were present at the 79th birth-
day celebration held in honor of
Mrs. J. G. Johnson Sunday. Mrs.
Johnson received many beau-
tiful and useful gifts, and the

Steele County Times Professional Directory

guests departed after wishing
her a happy birthday and many
more to come.

Where the Deals Are!

40 APARTMENTS ﬂ SITUATIONS
<l FORRENT AW WANTED
2 AUTOMOBLES BUSINESS
gy FORSALE OPPORTUNITIES

0 AP HOMES
=)
TSTEELE County
iimes

Always local, all the time.

Call to place an item
in the Classifieds today:

507-583-4431

7 s & Doahode A,

Certified Public Accountants
Tamzen R. Johnson
Certified Public Accountant

319 East Main * Blooming Prairie
888- 933-6828 « Fax: 507- 583-2389

oster’s
/

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 » Fax: 507-583-2317
Hwy. 218 » Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com
FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Construction

& Tree

"

Johnson Construction

Tree & Stump Removal *Trimming & Topping *Tree Moving
Lot Clearing  Backhoe/Skidloader * Hauling General Construction
24 Hr. Emergency Services * Year Round Work ¢ Licensed & Insured

KYLE JOHNSON - 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Service

"

Advertising

YOUR AD COULD ﬁ

P 2
=

Construction & Remodeling

*Maintenance Free Siding
*Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
*Custom Trim Work
*Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
sLifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413

Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.

Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878

Dental Care

P —

)

Mapleview Barber Shop

Keep America Beautiful - Get A Haircut

Larry Bushaw

2208 4th St NW, Austin

Master Barber/Veteran

507-437-1732

HOURS: Tues-Fri. 9:00 - 4:00; Sat. 9:00 - Noon

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRI

132 2nd

“Dentistry for the whole family”
Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

E DENTAL CENTER

Ave. NE

KESTNER

Contact the Steele
County Times Today!

STEELE COUNTY
ﬁmes 507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.

Funeral Planning

A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring
PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

507-583-7561

www.worlein.com
Mary Kittelson

NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant « Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna Mankato
405 E. Main St. 1170 East Frontage Rd. 287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-720-0250
Rochester New Richland

3110 Wellner Dr. NE.
507-536-7700

132 Broadway Ave. N.
507-463-0502

ELECTRIC, INC

o Industrial * Residential
» Commercial * Agricultural
DEAN NAATZ
(Resident of Blooming Prairie)
1006 8th Ave. SE
PO Box 457
Austin

Cell Phone: 507- 438-2323
Shop Phone: 507- 437-1377
Website: www.kestner-elec.com

319 2nd St. SW ¢ Blooming Prairie

507-583-1562

William P. Walsh, Owner

A Family—owned, hometown business
oPerate& !oca”g for over 45 gears.”

Residential & Business Hauling

Garbage Service, Inc.

Insurance

Holman Insurance Agency

For all your insurance needs
Keith & Carol Holman
421 E. Main Street

* 507-583-7294 °

Lumberyard

i3 I
L5 i

=3 2 ‘%i?
EVA=
Lumber Company

For all your Lumberyard & Home Design/Drafting needs.

Stop in and see Jon or Tait today!

413 West Main St. - Geneva - 507-256-0045

Recreation

I Outdoor Power Equipmcnt,
[\ % _ Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service,

dociRIRGE

e Hwy 218 S.

Parts & Accessories
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com * 507-583-2712

SALINAS AuTO REPAIR INC.

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned

583-6620

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN
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Seniors Menu

April 7: Meat Loaf,
Mashed Potatoes, Brussels
Sprouts, Baked Custard

April 8: Hawaiian Chicken,
Parsley Potatoes, Creamed
Peas/Caul, Orange Slices,
Snickerdoodle Brownie

April 9: Pork Roast,
Mashed Potatoes, Sauerkraut,
Alt: Carrots, Baked Apple

April 10: Crab Salad, Dill
Batter Bun, Melon Wedge,
Coconut Custard Square

April 13: Meatballs, Sweet
Potatoes, Green Beans, Rhu-
barb Muffin, Grapes

April 14: Roast Turkey,
Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Cran-
berry Mold

April 15: Ham/Scalloped
Potatoes, ALT: Ground Beef
Patty, Dilled Carrots, Mixed
Greens Salad, Moon Cake

BP Elementary School
Breakfast Menu

April 7: no school

April 8: WG Pop-Tart,
Cheese Stick, Vegetable Se-
lection, Choice of Fruit /
Juice, Milk

April 9: Ultimate Break-
fast Round, Vegetable Selec-
tion, Choice of Fruit / Juice,
Milk

April 10: Iced Cinnamon
Roll, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 13: WG Apple Bosco
Stick, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 14: Fruit Yogurt w/
Graham Crackers, Vegetable
Selection, Choice of Fruit /
Juice, Milk

April 15: WG Strawberry
Cereal Bar, Vegetable Selec-
tion, Choice of Fruit / Juice,
Milk

BP Elementary School
Lunch Menu

April 7: no school

April 8: Beefy Nachos w/
Homemade Cheese Sauce,
Hamburger on Whole Grain
Bun, Steamed Broccoli, Baby
Carrots, Radishes, Choice of
Fruit

April 9: Parmesan Chicken
Bites, Marinara, WG Pasta,
Hot Ham & Cheese on WG
Bun, Green Beans, Tomatoes,
Cucumbers, Choice of Fruit

April 10: Spaghetti with
Meat Sauce, Garlic Toast,
Crispy Chicken Patty on WG
Bun, Glazed Carrots, Green
Peas, Broccoli, Choice of
Fruit

April 13: Chicken Nug-
gets, Whole Wheat Bread,
Turkey = BLT  Flatbread,
Steamed Corn, Baby Carrots,
Cauliflower, Choice of Fruit

April 14: Chicken Alfredo
Pizza, Pulled Pork on WG
Bun, BBQ Sauce, Baked
Beans, Romaine Lettuce,
Celery Sticks, Choice of Fruit

April 15: Popcorn Chick-
en Bowl-, Salisbury Steak
Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes,
Cherry Tomatoes, Radishes,
Choice of Fruit

BP Middle School Lunch

[focalfSports
Goverage
JAllNearilfong

SteeLE COUNTY

Always local, all the time.

www.steeledodgenews.com

Menu

April 7: no school

April 8: 2 Hot Dogs on a
Bun, Chili Topping, French
Fries, Steamed Broccoli,
Green Peas, Celery Sticks,
Choice of Fruit

April 9: Tex Mex Pork
Bowl-pork, rice, bean & corn
salsa in a shell, Cauliflower,
Tomatoes, Tender Green
Beans, Choice of Fruit

April 10: Parmesan Fish
Filet, Lemon-Herb Pasta,
Celery Sticks, Black Beans,
Broccoli, Choice of Fruit

April 13: Turkey BLT Flat-
bread Sandwich, Apple Wal-
dorf Salad, Green Peas, Baby
Carrots, Cauliflower, Choice
of Fruit

April 14: Stromboli with

Marinara Sauce, Roasted
Broccoli, Garbanzo Beans,
Romaine Lettuce, Green

Beans, Choice of Fruit

April 15: Meatballs &
Gravy with Noodles, Whole
Wheat Bread, Steamed Corn,
Cherry Tomatoes, Celery
Sticks, Choice of Fruit

BP High School Breakfast
Menu

April 7: no school

April 8: Turkey Sausage
Biscuit, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 9: Breakfast Fruit
Crisp, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 10: Iced Cinnamon
Roll, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 13: Bacon Breakfast
Pizza, Vegetable Selection,
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 14: Fruit Yogurt with
Graham Crackers, Vegetable
Selection, Choice of Fruit /
Juice, Milk

April 15: WG Strawberry
Cereal Bar, Vegetable Selec-
tion, Choice of Fruit / Juice,
Milk

BP High School Lunch
Menu

April 7: no school

April 8: 2 Hot Dogs on a
Bun, Chili Topping, French
Fries, Steamed Broccoli,
Green Peas, Celery Sticks,
Choice of Fruit

April 9: Tex Mex Pork
Bowl-pork, rice, bean &
corn salsa in a shell, Cau-
liflower, Tomatoes, Tender
Green Beans, Choice of Fruit

April 10: Parmesan Fish
Filet, Lemon-Herb Pasta,
Celery Sticks, Black Beans,
Broccoli, Choice of Fruit

April 13: Turkey BLT Flat-
bread Sandwich, Apple Wal-
dorf Salad, Green Peas, Baby
Carrots, Cauliflower, Choice
of Fruit

April 14: Stromboli w/

Marinara Sauce, Roasted
Broccoli, Garbanzo Beans,
Romaine Lettuce, Green

Beans, Choice of Fruit

April 15: Meatballs &
Gravy with Noodles, Whole
Wheat Bread, Steamed Corn,
Cherry Tomatoes, Celery
Sticks, Choice of Fruit

[Obituaries

David Ferguson, 80, Austin

David
Eugene
Ferguson,
80, of Aus-
tin  died
Tuesday,
March 24,
2015, at
Comfor-
care Good | b
Samaritan £
Center,

Austin.

He was born on a farm near

Newry, Minnesota, in Freeborn
County where he grew up. Da-
vid graduated from Blooming
Prairie High School in 1953 and
obtained his two-year mechanics
degree at Dunwoody Industrial
Institute in Minneapolis before
going to work for several auto
and farm machinery dealerships,
including implement dealers in
Madelia and Owatonna.

In 1978 he built his own die-
sel repair shop near Lansing at
Interstate 90 and Highway 56.

David operated the shop for over

50 years and also lived there. Da-
vid repaired all kinds of engines
but specialized in diesel injection
(mostly self-taught). He was in-
ternationally known for his diesel
innovations and solving problems
after other diesel shops failed.
Happiest when he was talk-

ing about or working on tractors,
David conducted diesel seminars
are the Gathering of the Orange
in Hutchinson, Minnesota, and
other tractor shows. He collected
classic farm tractors of all makes.
He enjoyed showing off his trac-
tors at antique tractor pulls, and
many area antique tractor shows.
He was well-respected for
his high quality work restoring
classic Allis Chalmers tractors.
His innovations were featured |
books and magazines, including
antique tractor magazines, and
he continued to receive inquiries
from overseas even after he sold
his business property and moved
to the Cedars of Austin in 2012.
His participation in tractor
shows and his expertise will be
missed. He will be especially
missed by family and friends.
Survivors include two broth-
ers, A. Owen (Lorraine) Fer-
guson of Blooming Prairie and
Phillip (Linda) Ferguson of
Rochester; two sisters, Norma
(William) Johnson of Engle-

wood, Colorado, and Carol
(Ward) Voorhees of Morris,
Minnesota; nieces, nephews,

great-nieces, great-nephews,
two great-great nieces and other
relatives and friend. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents,
Ross and Florence Ferguson.

Anna Nelson, 89, Blooming Prairie

Anna
L. Nel-
son, 89,
of Bloom-
ing Prairie ¢
died Mon-
day after-
noon, Jan.
19, 2015,
at the Prai-
rie Manor
Care Cen-
ter in Blooming Prairie.

Anna Lucille Heatherton was
born Nov. 22, 1925, in West Des
Moines, lowa, to William R. and
Margaret (Daniels) Heatherton.
Anna’s mother died when Anna
was very young, so Mr. and
Mrs. John Kelly, Sr raised her.

On Jan. 16, 1945, she married
Vernon Nelson in Decorah, lowa,
where the couple made their
home before moving to Roch-
ester. Anna worked as a waitress
at the Kahler Coffee Shop in
Rochester, and then was hired
by Methodist Hospital where she
worked with adolescent patients
and later in orthopedics. Vernon
passed away in January 1994,

Following her retirement,
Anna moved to Blooming Prai-
rie where she became a mem-
ber of St. Columbanus Catholic
Church. She enjoyed the com-
panionship of her cats, going
dancing and spending time with
her family and friends.

Anna is survived by her chil-
dren, Marcia (Keith) Burfeind
of Kimball, Minnesota, and
Mike (Patti) Nelson of Albert
Lea; six grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren; other rela-
tives and friends. Her parents

Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic, P.A. presents:

“HEALTH MATTERS”

With Dr. Chad

Understanding
Chiropractic

A doctor of chiropractic is a health professional who specializes
in the spine and the nervous system. Chiropractors do not prescribe
drugs, but instead emphasize natural and preventative care. Chiro-
practic primarily uses manual techniques to maintain and restore the
spinal column and the nervous system to its optimum configuration.

The spinal column can become misaligned through trauma or long
term postural difficulties. This misalignment can place stress and ir-
ritation to the nerves which originate from the spinal cord. This can
create improper nerve impulses. Illness and disease can be the result
of improper nerve impulses. This improper alignment is referred to
as subluxation. The chiropractor performs adjustments to correct this
subluxation and therefore returns the nervous system to its proper

dynamics.

On your first visit, your doctor will perform an evaluation. This will
generally include a thorough medical history, and a physical exam.
Typically X-rays will be taken to gain more information about the
affected area (s). After the exam, your doctor will discuss his report
of findings and explain the best way to begin treatment, if it is needed.

In addition to the manual adjustments, your chiropractor can instruct
you in areas to promote natural healing and other ways to improve
health. This may include nutrition and exercise or other herbal sup-

plements.

For more information, you can contact Dr. Chad at Prairie Family
and Sports Chiropractic, P.A. in Downtown Blooming Prairie, where
he will be more than happy to answer any questions you may have re-
garding chiropractic and your health. You can phone us at 583-2271
or toll free at 1-866-5Dr-Chad, or e-mail Dr. Chad at drchad@drchad.
org. Our website can also be helpful in answering any questions.

William and Margaret Heath-
erton, Mr. and Mrs. John Kelly
Sr., her husband Vernon Nelson,
her daughters Marleen Nelson
and Mary Beckrich and several
brothers and sisters preceded
her in death.

Memorial services will be
held at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
April 11, 2015, at St. Columba-
nus Catholic Church in Bloom-
ing Prairie, with Father Steve
Peterson officiating. Visitation
will be held one hour prior to the
service at the church. Interment
will be at Woodlawn Cemetery
in Stewartville, Minnesota, at
a later date. Worlein Blooming
Prairie Funeral Home is assist-
ing the family with arrange-
ments. In accordance with An-
na’s wishes, her body has been
donated to the Mayo Anatomi-
cal Bequest Program. Condo-
lences may be expressed to the
family online at www.worlein.
com.

[Milestones

April 7
Myrtle Jacobson, Kaylee Farr,
Ethel Christianson,
Ramiro Salinas, Payton Esplan,
Dorothy Johnson

April 8
Tamara Harms,
Annie Anderson

April 9
John Dale Worke

April 10
Resha Koster, Emily Harber,
David Long, Jorgan Harshbarger

April 11
Felicia Krampitz,

Micah Andrews, Jeremy Cochlin,
Carol Kirkebon,
Katelyn Eischens, Anita Angell,
Greg Skillestad

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

April 12
Riley Johnson, John Dean Olson,
Joshua Winn, Galen Peterson,
Zachary Piller, Kaiden Alwes,
Jay Klemmensen

April 13
Suzy Kramer,
Joel Ingvalson

Anniversaries
April 7
Stuart and Brenda Yentsch

April 10
Chad and Julie Eischens

April 11
Gale and Rick Miller
Lloyd and Jane Prihoda
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Haberman

April 12
Doede and Eleanor Harms
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Johnson

Milestones is sponsored by:

est kept secret!

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials

ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice

Friday - Beef

The Bakery

Main Street - Blooming Prairie * 583-4433

Coke 2 Liters
21 4/$5.00

b

(anmw MARKET

Prices Good
4/1-4/13

320z Powerade

POWERADE
2

t

Dasani 24 Pk
2 $3.99

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection!

237 Hwy Ave.S. Locally Owned & Operated 307-383-6671

A HUGE SUCCESS!!
A HUGE THANK YOU!!!

The Blooming Prairie Education Foundation
would like to thank you for helping make our 2015,
Twelfth Annual Education Foundation Auction a great success!

With over $70,000 in proceeds, this will definitely help us give the children
of the Blooming Prairie Schools the opportunities that would not other-
wise be possible. Over the years we have been able to provide in excess of
$500,000 in programs and activities to our kids. This year’s auction results
are nothing short of amazing! The thought that we can raise $70,000 in
one night is truly a statement of the kind of Community we live in. Whether
you are a bidder, donor, or just a school supporter, your contributions are
appreciated so much! Whether your contributions are large, or very small,
or whether they are of services, material items, or if you helped in any way,
we want you to realize that it is all of those things together that make our
efforts a success. It is because of this entire community and the love of its
kids and school system that allows our foundation to be able to continue to
help give the children of School District #756 the best education possible.

Thanks a million!!!




Steele County Times - Tuesday, April 7, 2015 - 9A N

’ LERBERG’S
Area Church Spotligh Pasfor e C()l'ner glr.'l‘hl'\]rl‘-zss
Christ is Risen! Alleluia! oy
In the spring of 1919, F. Scott Fitzger- the agony and death of Ellendale
ald was in New York preparing to publish Jesus. It was her love
his first novel, “This Side of Paradise.” that brought her to the 507-684-2471
He received a letter from his fiancee, tomb and love that brought her Easter joy. Andy & Mary Lerberg
Zelda Sayre. She had visited an old Con- That joy came from an empty tomb and an
federate cemetery near Montgomery, encounter with the Risen Lord whom she
Alabama, and described the experience did not recognize. It was only when He
for her future husband in this way: spoke her name that her eyes were opened.
“I’ve spent the day in the graveyard try- We know that Jesus’ tomb is empty. But
ing to unlock a rusty, iron vault built into what about our own tomb? Not our cem- First State Bank of Red Wing
the side of a hill. Why should graves make etery lot but that deep-down place in our M M
people feel in vain?. . . Somehow I can’t hearts and heads where we bury our jealous 9 g
find anything hopeless about having lived thoughts, our lustful desires, our hurtful E F
/ = ~ — all the broken columns and clasped hands  habits, our grudges, our uncharitable judg- g www.fsbredwing.com g
St. Aidan’s Catholic Church, Ellendale and doyes mean romances — and I think ments. \’)’Ve even t.a]k.about ‘tzf:lng buried A RED WING D
I shall like having young people speculate in work™ or “buried in debt.” Perhaps our
on whether my eyes were brown or blue.” tomb contains a love that we have let grow Me[“ol'ﬂ Bra“cn
The Gospels tell us that Mary Magdalene  cold. Take a moment today to revisit your
came to the tomb of Jesus early on Easter tomb and see just how far from empty it is. 507"’451"21 22
SteELE COUNTY morning. I wonder what she would have The message of Easter is that God wants
( T written about that first Easter morning? us to live. God wants to empty our tombs.
I Perhaps it would have been something like And so he speaks our name and invites
Always local, all the time. this: “I went to the graveyard that morning us to new life in Him. He wants to free us
. ’ — not really knowing what drew me ... from the burial cloths in which we wind
Sue Zwiener 411 E. Main St. knew what I would find — a tomb, a stone,  ourselves and allow us to walk free. Christ )
308 E. Main Street Blooming Prairie, MN 1s\‘s{illnessland delalltlé. }l?ut, I llclwed tlgs Jelsus}.;’ is risen! Indeed He is risen! Alleluia! (V M[\RKET *
i iri ary’s love called her to the tomb early that
Blooming Prairie 507-583-4431 first Easter morning. She thought she knew The Rev. John Sauer FanLY
507-583-2200 what she would find, but she went out of Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Locally Owned & Operated
love, out of hope, out of deep sorrow over Owatonna
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie

Min‘i/nfﬂr 507-583-6671

.| AreaChurch Schedule

800-248-3855 t""»‘

Blooming Prairie
T FARMERS

AURORA LUTHERAN CEDAR CREEK CHURCH
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 30 E. Main St., Hayfield INSURANCE
Pastor Jonathon Davis Pastor Aaron de Neui Michael Bishman
(507) 477-2255 121 W. Broadway St.

www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday Owatonna, MN 55060

: (507) 676-5696
2 | 9:15 a.m. Sunday School
-‘v‘ 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

T E G' H TRINITY LUTHERAN ELEVATION NORTH cHurcH | Phone: (507) 451-0193
CHURCH Moving/Meet at . -
' A l ' 5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie Comfort Inn Fax: (507) 451-6640
- Pastor Jonathon Davis Pastor Doug
i (507) 633-9331 (507) 363-3099
322 East Main St. 9 a.m. Sundays. 10:30 a.m. Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
i iri Sunday School Children’s Zone: 10:30 a.m.
ooming rFrairie y
FIRST LUTHERAN NEW BEGINNINGS
507'583'2276 CHURCH—ELCA CHRISTIAN CHURCH .V M
434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna pr
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor Pastor Scott Peterson
B T Serviea: 10 am Sunday EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
firstlutheranbp.com Bible: 7'p‘m. Wédnesday
Services: 8:30 a.rln., 10:30 a.m. www.expressowatonna.com
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. . by DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 507-455-3002
Broadcast 8:30 KOWZ, 100.9FM TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 22 wonatanna Campus 800-832-3002
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 57403 300th St., Waltham CHURCH OF LITOMYSL Pastors Sam and Cheri Bonson =
8953 S.W. §7th Ave., Hope Pasto(r gesseﬁKlgisezmark 9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna astors 52(1)1;1 3r514 85‘13511 enson 812'S. Elm Ave.
: Pastor Sandy Miller 507) 567-227 The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor Tt watonna, MN
CONTRACTING CORPORATION (507) 451-3854 Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday The Rev. Brian Su,tton, S wvsi/w..dgestlﬁqycsc (1)%; Owatonna, 55060
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday School: 9 a.m. Parochial Vicar ervice: 7 a.m. sunday
3249 N County Road 45 Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m. ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS (fm) 45}—1512:8
GOOD SHEPHERD 202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale www.litomysl.webs.com
Owatonna LUTHERAN—LCMS Pastor Jesse Krusemark S;ﬁif%h%lg?eigciﬂ?gﬁy m
507-451-7121 2500 Tsﬁzell{gf?\}g’rllj 'E&gmt,onna Servig%{;&gjﬁﬁm day Family Faith Formation and First PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
the Rev. Gregory Schlicker Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Comr?luni(on clas(si %fterdMas§ w1thtﬁoon 13638 750]t)h St., l?\}loo?lng Prairie
(507) 451-4125 COMMUNITY LUTHERAN po7 ek setone Sundty o Tonth 507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 CLAREMONT
www.goodshephardowatonna.com Confirmation class after Mass second (507) 383-2081 & (507) 477- SERVICE CENTER
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 am. & 10 6%{1“;] ggtHﬁELg A Sunday of month, and fourth Sunday of Servwzs.lg)..g(()) p.m. gv e(ginesday
P 10:30 a.m. Sunday Pastor Krisin Venne month at 6 p.m. Sunday School: 9:30 a.tn Service Center:
Garl |Ck S water Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. (507) 256-4288 St. Isidore School - 451-5876, Y s 7on et '
c d -t- = ST. MICHAEL’S Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday Pr;sfihool-ﬁ}fth rad%: 507-528-2233
onditioning LUTHERAN—ELCA Sunday School, 10:30 a.m. www.stisidoreschool.webs.com m After Hours Towing:
30450 570th Ave., Waltham SACRED HEART CHURCH
Sales * Service * Rentals * Leasing Minister Dwigh’t DoBell chggl{ég Hggg}: 810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna TH(E,FC EX%%EIIQ f)’llf‘ysgilcl\}-![RSIST 507-456-4158
.(5(.)7} 567-2474 7126 SW 98th S-t., Ellendale The Rev. John Sauer; the Rev. Michael 404 31st St. N.W., Austin 111 Front Street
((/\‘ Kinetico Service: 8:30 am. Sunday Pastor Patti Meyer Cronin, Parochial Vicar Bishop Rick Bremner P.O. Box 282
- Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. (507) 451-2165 (507) 451-1588 (507) 433-9042
home water systems RED OAK GROVE 9 a.m. worship www.sacredheartowatonna.org Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. Claremont, MN
800-722-1282 LUTHERAN—ELCA 10 a.m. Sunday school Services: f&%"jﬁ“ﬁ%a@%‘égﬂﬁ —
- - 30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin e St
; TRINITY LUTHERAN Service: 1 p.m. Sunday
. Pastor Lindsay Stolen
www.garlickswater.com (507) 583-2038 or (307) 437-3000 o8 TR S ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
www.roglutheran.org Pastor Mark Bichiehausor 515 E. Main St., Hayfield CHURCH
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday astor 50;“ 4511% 4?7 auser The Rev. Emmanuel Sylvester 109 E. Main St., Hayfield
Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m. Ser\(/ice‘)9 a n; Sunday 218-695-2641 Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen ’ ™
REDEEMER LUTHERAN Education hour: 10 a.m. Mass & Religious Ed: 11 am. Sunday servion 4 Zﬁ??&nday u n /') a
(o) ste F’s | s T e O onma STPAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH s and Food
Pastor Kirk Griebel 2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden 512 S Elm, Owatonna Grains and Foods Group
CAR KORNER (507) 451-2720 P “S(tgg};jt;‘ll‘gfggr 507-451-4845 SRUHULAPEY ST A healthy products company
= www.redeemerowatonna.org Sunday school: 9:15 a.m. Rev. Edward F. McGrath SEVENTH-DAY
FOR THAT HOMETOWN Service: D a.m. Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m Deacon Patrick Fagan ADVENTIST CHURCH 3824 S. W. 93° St
PERSONAL TOUCH Sunday School: 10:15 a.m. TRINITYP LU.THF;R.AN Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. e%e 4 p.m. 2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna : i )
9
STgI?II}IRNCSHLE{IéE,[%AN CHURCH—ELCA 8a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Paszga%%l:;%l:%;:; uer H ope, MN 56046
Hwy. 218 4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont %0%(%;'3‘““'1‘ AV§-’ QwaPtO“t“a Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. Service: 11 a.m. Saturday (507) 451-4724
Blooming Prairie The Rev. Alan Broadwell DO S “.et% ek en_lotr Pas :)r Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday
s 25 oSl Lame e cyRca o0 cRRT LG
sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net - econc Ave., Viedior ucc
507-583-201 8 wwvg.peaceclg@remont.otshost.org www.tlcowatonna.org (507) 451-6353
Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7pm  Services: 5 p.m. Saturday Services: 5 p.m. Saturday CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
Good Friday, April 3, at 7pm 8:15,9:45 & 11:15 a.m. Sunday 10 a.m. Sunday CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 11, 18, 25 Saturday Evenings 211 Main St. S., Medford
Services at 6pm . Pastor Louise Bender
REALIFE _(no service on April 4th) Catholic RIS poRy | RIsH (507) 451-4596
CoO? RRATIVE April 3, 12, 19, 26 Sunday Morning ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday evening, e . S
RGPS Holy Communion Offered Rural Geneva > p.m., 10 am. Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunda
Each S?;tur day Evening Service The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy Monday daily Mass: 9 a.m. y : m. y
; (507) 465-8217
Vibrant Living For 2nd & 4th Sur;ggztiervwe of each Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH Assembly of God ) GRAITE = MONMENT :
Individuals 55 & Older Sunday Sclhool and Confirmation SACRED HEART CATHOLIC Sund Dlslerﬁeédm VIBRANT LIFE “Creating Your Story in Stone
g Class 9-10:15am Hayvfield unday Mass 8:30 a.m.
at a Reasonable Price The Rev. S{eve Peterson Easter thru Christmas ASSEMBLY OF GOD 1180 Frontage RAE- Owatonna
Call Jon Arnett @ ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN o (50173 431374255 . Winter at Christ the King, Medford 702 l;[hird lS)t.tS_., ll(ilslie}::iale 507-455-9551
) — ervice: 10:30 a.m. Sunday astor Fatrick S www.owatonnagranite.com
455-3735 for a tour 28959 630th Ave.- Savgeant Reconciiaion: 10:30m. Sundey |1 o GO 83l g
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna The Rev. Ronald Prigge CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS ers‘ﬁflzéy S Cho%{% au& ay
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 307 First St. SW., New Richland BLOOMING GROVE UNITED vibrantlifeag.com
Sunday School: 9 a.m. The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy METHODIST CHURCH
(507) 465-8217 43089 180th St., Medford ]
Tlgggggﬁ‘fggg 2 N Services: 5 p.m. Saturday (7 millis west gf ]\ged;fgrd ondCR 23) Baptist
104 First St. S.E., Hayfield and 8 a.m. Sunday. astor Cindy Kennedy FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STeELE COUNTY
K E R N E - Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunda (507) 835-8726 \
The Rev. Paul Hauschild Yy y s ]
L o7 77248 S COLUMBANLS Sundey Sehol 5.4 S Blooning Frirc’ imes
Re Sl‘ all P a nl‘ www.trinityhayfield.org CATHOLIC CHURCH Hncday SEhook 740 8.Mm. Sunday Pastor Matt Fennell
Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie ELLENDALE UNITED (507) 583-2673 Always local, all the time.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. The Rev. Steve Peterson 2(])\(/)[2TI-{1()SDII§IT Vgl—IEIlJlRCdHl Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
i (507) 583-2784 ixth St. N.W., Ellendale d 10 am. & 11:30 a.m. Sund .
1011 (i)_l Oﬁ{nan Drive Reconciliation: 5 p.m. Saturday Past(()roR;lgg‘)‘f g,"igl;sena aréund;;rgchool; 9 a.?nr?sugga;y 411 E. Main St
watonna Services: 5:15 p.m. Saturday 507 -27 ; e
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. www.ellendaleumc.org BIoomlng Prame’ MN
507-451 -2585 Office hours: M-F, 9 am.-1 p.m. Summer services: 9 a.m. Sunday 507'583'4431
www.kernelrestaurant.com
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OUTSIDE

LeMar Nelson

A hlessed Easter

I feel so blessed. I do so, not
only for the rejuvenation of my
faith through the impressive
Easter services, but also because
my entire family had a chance to
visit before and after an uplift-
ing performance of “Mary Pop-
pins.” The stage play, patterned
after the popular 1964 movie
by the same name, is now at the
Chanhassen Dinner Theater.

The production features some
of those familiar songs that one
keeps humming long after leav-
ing the play. Tunes like “A Little
Bit Of Honey” and that song that
nobody can pronounce without
minutes of practice make the
retelling of the children’s book
by an English author more than
entertaining for several hours.
I thought both the singing and
acting shone throughout the pro-
duction, and I would certainly
recommend it for children of all
ages.

As for the family time, we
had some lively and entertain-
ing family talk over the course
of the afternoon, and I thought it
very heartwarming and memo-
rable. At my age now, every
opportunity to be with family
is a joy, and I appreciate it very
much. Hopefully I will utter the
same thoughts after the annual
Fourth of July celebration.

On a related note, my grand-
daughter Becca will gradu-
ate from Concordia College in
Moorhead on May 3, and her
family is real proud of her ac-
complishments. Although she
had to give up her hockey ca-
reer after her sophomore year
because of injury, she has shone
in her pre-engineering course of
study and is ready to enter engi-
neering school at the U of Min-
nesota next fall. I probably will
write more about her before she
leaves college.

And so it begins

Today is the day our big spring
sport tab is published, but it also
marks the beginning of a hectic
couple of months of almost non-
stop athletic contests, I think
fans will enjoy both occasions.

All the teams, except golf,
started their seasons last week,
with mixed results. The base-
ball team got a very well-pitched
game from Sam Swenson in
their win over B.A. on the home
field. In addition to Swenson’s
fine pitching, even more sur-
prising was the defense for the
Blossoms. They played through
all seven innings without an er-
ror and as Coach Kittelson de-
clared, ”Errors were one of our
big downfalls last year.” What a
difference a year can make.

The softball team, on the other
hand, couldn’t compete with the
hard-hitting B.A. Cardinals and
lost the season opener. Four er-
rors, seven walks and a couple
of visitor home runs didn’t help
either. There are several players
at new positions this year, and
it may take some time to be-
come acclimated to that change.
I think we can trust, however,
that Coach Ali Mach will get
the team competitive before too
long.

Finally, the track teams com-
peted for the first time this
season in an indoor meet at
Mankato. I thought the most
encouraging aspect of that meet
hinged upon the success of the
relay teams for both the boys
and girls. Some individual per-
formances also gave cause for
optimism, but the relay teams
really impressed everyone. Go,
Blossoms!

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued on Page 3B
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Staff photos by James Knoop

Sam Swenson pitched a complete game on Thursday, April 2, allowing only one run off five walks and six hits. Swenson threw four

strikeouts in the game.

Senio

The boys came away with a 5-1 victory.

\.

Sam Swenson swingsarl in he game against Bethlehem Academy on Thursday, April 2.

No errors in home opener

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

What a difference a year
makes.

The Blooming Prairie boys
team played error-free baseball
against Bethlehem Academy
Thursday, April 2, and the team
won the season opener 5-1 on
the home diamond.

Sam Swenson scattered six
hits, with four strikeouts and
five walks in the seven-inning
complete game.

BP scored twice in the second
inning on consecutive walks,
a passed ball, Swenson’s RBI
single and another passed ball.
Christian Von Ruden and Sw-
enson then pitched scoreless
ball until the fifth inning, when
Pete Clark took a hanging slider
from Swenson and knocked it
over the left field fence to cut
the Blossom lead to 2-1. Neither
team scored again until the bot-
tom of the sixth.

Brad Staska led off the inning

NRHEG track
and field
roundup

The New Richland-Hart-
land-Ellendale-Geneva boys
and girls track and field
teams both took second place
at their home invite on Tues-
day, March 31.

Maple River took first
place in both boys and girls
and Medford took third in
both.

Two days later, both
NRHEG boys and girls took
third place at the Waseca in-
vite. Once again, both boys
and girls team finishes were
the same, with Waseca win-
ning both events, and New
Ulm, NRHEG and Janes-
ville-Waldorf-Pemberton,
respectively.

For the girls, Maddie Wag-
ner remains undefeated in
the high jump, reaching 4-10
in windy condition Thursday.

Hailey Schuller also made
some noice, winning both
100 and 300 hurdles, placing
first with her 4x200-meter
relay team and placing sec-
ond in the long junp at 14-5
1/2.

At its home, the NRHEG
boys took first in the 4x200,
4X400 and 4x800-meter re-

NRHEG ROUNDUP
Continued on Page 2B

with a walk, and consecutive
walks to Ethan Arett and Cam-
den Heimerman with one out.
Swenson then hit a line drive to
right field to plate Staska. With
the bases still loaded, Riley Ol-
son stepped in and poked a sin-
gle right field, scoring Arett and
Heimerman.

“Not having any errors,” com-
mented first-year coach Matt
Kittelson. “When was the last
time that happened? It all kind
of came together, and I couldn’t
be more proud of this young
group of players.”

Swenson led the attack with
two hits and two RBIs. “The
good thing about today, he kept
calm, didn’t panic and kept the
ball down in the strike zone,”
Kittelson added. “Errors have
been a big problem in the past,
and this was a good perfor-
mance.”

BP had five runs, four hits,
zero errors; B.A. had one run,
six hits and no errors.

OWATONNA

Improved Brooktree Golf Course opens for season

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Over 100 golfers enjoyed
the improved Brooktree Golf
Course in Owatonna Thursday,
as it opened for the season at
12 p.m.

According to Owatonna Di-
rector of Parks, Recreation and
Government Buildings Jim
(Corky) Ebeling, the opening
was a week or two earlier than
usual, but nice weather and
anticipation for showing off
improvements motivated the
early opening.

“We’re really excited,” said
Ebeling. “They had a really
good (opening) day. Hope-
fully it warms up here a little
bit, and we can get some more
golfers out here.”

Ebeling said regulars to
the course will notice many
changes this season, includ-
ing a brand new outside patio
with a gas fireplace. Ebeling
said the patio will be used on a
daily basis, though it may also
be rented out for banquets and
other events.

For those wishing to ride
across the course, 25 new,
roofed golf carts have been
added, and to help out, over
12,000 linear feet of paths
have been laid, so golfers can
ride along the entire course,
even after a heavy rain.

“In the past we didn’t allow
that,” said Ebeling, adding that
this will help keep the course
open to golfers of all ages even
after inclement weather.

Golfers may also notice
renovated bunkers, with more
playable sand, a new bridge
and remodeled pro shop and
kitchen.

“We really spruced up the
place,” said Ebeling. “Added
new things to made it nice.”

The course is currently open
seven days a week from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m, but will have ex-
tended hours as summer goes
on. More information can be
found on the website:http:/
ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecre-
ation/brooktree-golf.

Submitted photo
One of the first groups to play at Brooktree Golf Course in Owatonna opening day, Thursday, April
2. From left to right: Mike Sethney, Mike O’Neill and Lee Kostelecky.
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lays, as well as placing second  1:59.3.
in the 4x100-meter relay. At the 4x800-meter-relay - 3.
Waseca invite, the same relays NRHEG, 12:10.97
placed third in the 4x100-meter High Jump - 1. Maddie Wag-
relay and second in the other ner 4-10.
three. Long Jump - 2. Hailey Schul-
ler, 14-51/2
. . Shot Put - 2. Emily Eder 29-9
Waseca invite 4-2-15 Y

Girls results Boys results

1. Waseca 128, 2. New Ulm

66, 3. NRHEG 32, 4. JWP
1. Waseca 115, 2. New Ulm 78, »g

3. NRHEG 46, 4. JWP 17

_ 3200-meter run - 2. John Cole,
100-meter dash - 4. Marnie  11.09.53

Wagner, 13.6 ~ 4X100-meter relay - 2. SO > S 7 - - ‘“ ‘
200-meter dash - 4. Maddie NRHEG : AN %' V4 : e
Wagner, 28.95 4X200-meter relay - 1.

800-meter run - 4. Kelly Harden, NRHEG, 1:45.1

2:50.12 o 4X400-meter relay - 1.

1,600-meter run - 5. Annie Prig-  NRHEG, 3:59.08

ge, 6:48.17 4X800-meter relay - 1.

3,200-meter run - 5. Sandra NRHEG, 9:26.17
Quezada, 14:21.0

100-meter-hurdles - 1. Hailey

Schuller, 17.25.

300-meter-hurdles - 1. Hailey

Schuller, 55.59

4x100-meter-relay - 2. NRHEG, Staff photo by James Knoop
57.38 Noah Sletten (left) Nate Krause exchange the batton during the 4x200-meter relay. NRHEG placled first in the relay at their home meet
4x200-meter-relay - 1. NRHEG, on Thursday, April 2, and finished second of three at the invite.

BLooMING PRAIRIE SOFTBALL

Girls drop home opener to Bethiehem Academy in high-scoring game

S e i s Iy |

Hea

Elly Strunk delivers a pitch during Thursday’s 14-16 Io.ss to the
Cardinals of Bethlehem Academy.

I
2 I‘; T
SAM SWENSON LEAH SCHIEFERT
One of BP’s senior ath- Not counting the relays,
= : letes, Sam Swenson, led the sophomore Leah Schiefert
» T S baseball team to a satisfying earned two places in the in-
— Staf photo;by‘.\James kr"oop season opener for the Blos- door track meet last Thurs-
Blooming Prairie sophomore Bria Baldwin steps out of the batter’s box after a strike during Thursday’s 14-16 loss to Bethlehem soms. Swenson sqatte;red flay. She finished secqnd
Academy. six hits over seven innings in the 400-meter dash with
' and allowed just one run in a 1:13:70 time and then
the complete game perfor- placed fourth in the pole
ties in the last inning, but two fly . - mance. He also had a pair vault. Schiefert is the first
B|OSSOFﬂS outs and a groundout stifled any Ladies Bow[lng League of RBD’s and two hits in the ~ pole vaulter for BP in a
chance of a comeback. game. The team played er- couple of years. The track
Score _I 4 “We have been stressing de- rorless ball behind his pitch- teams travel to Hayfield to-
fense, but we made four errors ) ing to get the season started day (Tuesday) for a meet
and gave up too many hits to be TEAM STANDINGS (as of April 1) on a high note. and then don’t compete
in |OSS 'to successful in this one,” Mach Wins Losses again until April 18.
commented. “Elly Strunk also 1. Epic Contracting 32 12
' walked seven, which was a little 2. F & M Bank 27.5 16.5 Sponsored by:
Card | nals high for her. We will have to re- 3. Kosters Car Korner 15.5 28.5
group fast, as we have to travel 4. J&H Liquors/DQ 15 25
Bv LEVAR NELSON to NRHEG Thursday, April 9.” E 2 6\|/
y Bria Baldwin had two hits, in-
Staff Sports Writer cluding a triple and two RBIs for T_EAM STATS
BP, Anika Nowlan went four for H!gh team (Scrat_ch) F & M Bank, 2,133 Q ODON | 5
It was not the kind of opener four, and Strunk had three hits High team (handicap) Kosters Car Korner, 1,955
Coach Ali Mach envisioned, but ~ in six tries. B.A. had 16 runs (11 INDIVIDUAL STATS
Bethlehem Academy ambushed earned) and 13 hits including Hiah G
the Blooming Prairie softball two home runs and two errors; Igh faame . -
team 16-14 on the home dia- BP had 14 runs, 15 hits and four 1. Mary Kittelson, 170 - Free Consultations and 2nd Opinions
mond Thursday, April 2. errors. 2. Joann Nielsen, 168 - Email & Text Appointment Reminders
The teams traded big innings The loss gave the Blossoms a ; ' - R ST
early with 15 runs crossing the 0-1 start to the season. The girls High Series - Invisalign "and Incognito” Prov
plate in the first two innings. will next face the New Rich- 1. Becky Noble, 454 - Payment Plans Available

The Cardinals added to the land-Hartland-Ellendale-Gene- 2 o3 i ’
lead in four of the last five in- va Panthers at New Richland. : 4 : - Online Accoun
nings, while BP added runs in The Panthers are coming off a J— - ol
just three other innings. The 10-8 season. , i
Blossoms tallied five times in
the sixth to draw within two
runs, after the visitors had count-
ed a single run in the top of the
sixth. The locals had opportuni-




BLooMING PRAIRIE WRESTLING

Four youth wrestlers to state

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

Four Blooming Prairie youth
wrestlers recently qualified for
the state youth wresting tour-
nament at Rochester. The meet
went from Thursday, March 26,
through Sunday, March 29, and
included literally hundreds of
young athletes from around the
state.

The four local wrestlers in-
cluded seventh-grader Colton
Krell and three second-graders:
Alex Lea, Lucas Smith and Bo
Zwiener. All four Blossoms
won at least one bout, and Zwie-
ner placed third in the 90-pound
weight class.

Zwiener defeated Masyn Ak-
kerman of Luverne 8-0 in the
third place bout. Zwiener drew a
first round bye, but then lost to
Carson Gilbert (BBE) by a fall
in the first period. Gilbert ended
up the champion of his class.
In the losers’ bracket Zwiener
bounced back to pin Evan Friese
(Quad County) in the first peri-
od, defeated Evan Senst (North
Shore), 8-0.

At 150 pounds Colton Krell
defeated Jaiden Bahr (Marshall/
Lakeview,) 13-7, but then lost to
Kyle Mller (Thief River Falls,)
12-6. In wrestle backs Krell

M aRegtine

il I T
ousy RECIN|

Submitted photo
Second-graders Alex Lea, Lucas Smith and Bo Zwiener each placed second at the state meet in
Rocheser on Thursday, March 26.

Alex Lea took an 11-3 verdict
over Benedict Heim (Rockford).
But he also lost his next two
bouts to finish his day.

pinned Jack Steil (Riccori) in Lucas Smith decisioned Noah
the second period, but then lost Jensen (Minnewaska,) 7-3 in his
to Alex O’Connor (Hastings) by  first bout, but then lost his next
a 15-5 count. two at 85 pounds. At 75 pounds
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BLoomING PRAIRIE TRACK AND FIELD

Boys second in
first indoor meet

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

By winning two relays and
finishing second in a third,
the Blossom boys began the
track season with second place
at University of Minnesota
at Mankato Thursday, Apr. 2.
Maple River won the division.,
while the track girls placed
third behind WEM and Maple
River in their division.

Besides the relay wins, Cole
Byers-Sunde won the long
jump with a leap of 20-7 1/2
and Collin Wobschall took the
shot put first with a throw of
40-9 1/4. The 4x200-meter re-
lay team ran first in 1:42.6, and
the 4x800-meter relay team
timed a 9:41.

The distance medley was
one of four seconds earned by
the boys. That relay timed a a
4:22.22, Sunde ran the 60-me-
ter dash in 6.75, Angel Villar-
real ran the 200-meter dash in
26.37, and the 4x400-meter
relay team raced to a 4:05.77.
Anthony Nelson finished third
in the 200-meter dash at 27.00,

and Jesse Schewe placed
third in the 1600-meter run at
5:32.81. Quentin Kubista fin-
ished fourth in the triple jump
at 33-5.

The girls also earned first
in two relays - the 4x400-
meter relay and the 4x800-
meter relay in times 4:39. 69
and 11:05, respectively. Leah
Schiefert took second in the
400-meter relay at 1:13.70,
and Asia Thostenson ran the
60-meter hurdles in 10.19 for
third place.

The girls placed fourth in
seven events - the 4x200 -me-
ter relay (2:05.32), Lindsey
Schiefert in the 200-meter
relay (28:34), Jayde Wacek
in the 400-meter relay (1:14)
Lauren Larkoski in the high
jump 94-6, Leah Schiefert n
the pole vault (6-0) Wacek
again in the long jump (12-6),
and Leah Inwards in the shot
(24-10 3/4)). For a first out-
ing, results pleased everyone,
partcularly with the relay wins.

OUTSIDE THE LINES

Continued from Page 1B

The baseball Twins opened
the 2015 season yesterday, and
all Minnesota fans are tenta-
tively hoping that the team will
vastly improve this year. If the
pitching holds up as spring train-
ing gave some promise for, it
could be a more exciting season.

After all, when the team has
been mired in four years of 90
or more losses there is really
nowhere to go, but up. I hope
the early hopes don’t get dashed
right away. It is up to a better
pitching staff and rebound sea-
sons for Joe Mauer and compa-
ny for that better year everyone
needs.

This week, besides all the
sports contests, Chad and Ju-
lie Eischens are celebrating 20

years of business in Blooming
Prairie. They will be hosting an
open house this Friday, April 10,
and we wish them 20 more years
of community support for their
business. A tip of the hat this
week to the Eischens for their
service to the area.

A final accounting still has a
few donations trickling in, but
the annual Education Founda-
tion auction will realize almost
$74,000 by the time final tabula-

tions are complete. Once again,
I think that event is truly remark-
able for a community this size,
and kudos are in order again for
volunteers, donations and the
public for its success.

My softball updates for for-
mer Blossom players continues.
Just as I suspected, both Tricia
DeBoer and Shelbi Swenson are
improving their batting averages
weekly. DeBoer is now hitting
.282, and she had the only St.

Cloud hit in one game last week.
She has 22 hits and five doubles
for the 19-15 Huskies.

Swenson had four hits in one
game last week and is now hit-
ting .228. Two doubles, a triple
and a home run are among her
hits, and the Royals now have
a 14-10 record. They have just
one loss in their conference.
Keep it up, girls.

Here is one other bit of wis-
dom from a church bulletin; “On

March 10 the prayer group met
at the home of Margaret Rob-
erts, who is no longer able to at-
tend church. What a blessing!”
Think that over, and we’ll talk
again.

&)
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EA SPORTS BOOST

These businesses are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded countywide sports coverage. We wish our
local sports teams the best success throughout the season. Go Blossoms. Go Panthers. Go Tigers. Go Huskies!

1ot cﬁgmc

We got
you covered

41 East Main Street
Blooming Prairie,
507-583-7001
www.sportstitch.net

R&R Insurance

14th Time Presidents Award Winner

218 Hwy N. + Blooming Praiie  WWW.Kkrejciford.com

Blooming Prairie 907-583-7971 507-583-2046 Sk “Your One Stop Logo Shop”
2 Dcml . ﬂYORKr McCabe MOtOI'S
NG R CODTONG McCabe Rental

Check Out Our Inventory at
www.mccabemotors.com

Rent from us: Cars ¢ SUV’s
7, 8,9, 12 & 15 Passenger Vans

507-444-9494 425 18th Street SE ¢ Owatonna

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

www.expressowatonna.com

507-455-3002 * 800-832-3002
812 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna, MN 55060

FACTORY AUTHORIZED

INSTALLATION & SERVICE

Furnaces, Air Conditioners, Air Exchangers
New Construction, Finishes & Remodels

507-451-6388

1170 E. Frontage Rd * Owatonna
507-455-1000

405 E. Main St « Blooming Prairie
507-583-2141

3110 Wellner Drive NE ¢ Rochester

507-536-7700

132 N. Broadway * New Richland
507-463-0502

287 St. Andrews Drive * Mankato
507-720-0250

Morgan’s Meat Market

* Full Service Retail Meat &
Deli Meat Counter
* Wild Game Processing
+ Custom Processing &
Butchering Services

misgen

auto parts

Less Than Excited
About A Trip To The Dentist?

Relax. 1t's Main Street Dentall

Misgen Auto

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH ) (Beef, Pork, Lamb, Goat)
Ellendale - 507-684-2140 Main Street Dental Clinics | - Py O Y O oo

Large Selection & Low Prices  OPEN
Right To Your Door! 24 HOURS

CashWiseDelivers.com 1

LY «“ﬁ"a-

* Grass seed - Large or small amounts

e Lawn Fertilizer — 50 Ib. bags

* Professional Grade Vinyl Edging —
$12.00/20 feet includes 3 stakes and connectors

¢ Bring In/E-mail Pictures — let us help you design your
Do-it-yourself project

* Professional Grade Typar and Plastic

 Sod sold by the roll - Fresh cut locally. Delivery available.

Located on the I-35 W. Frontage Rd. between Cabela’s & Medford Outlet Center

prog 8
in the future. _

your backy it

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 » www.cashwise.com

Medford Branch
507-451-2122
We are proud to be a
5-Star Community Bank!

First State Bank of Red Wing

www.fsbredwing.com
RED WING

M
A
z
E
P
P
A

ox0momg

507-451-9605 - E-mail: nagelsnursery@hotmail.com * www.nagelsnursery.com
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Blooming Prairie educator becomes principal in Dodge County

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

A local educator is getting a new op-

portunity.

Michelle Krell of Blooming Prairie
has accepted the principal job at Kasson-
Mantorville Middle School, effective July
1. For the past five years, she has been
principal at K-M’s elementary school.

“This will be a whole new challenge,
and I’m excited about it,” Krell said.

She said the fourth-graders [
at her elementary school are
excited because she is fol-
lowing them into the middle
school. Krell has created a
bond with them as she began
in Kasson when they were in

kindergarten.

time for many children.

Krell admits that middle
school can be a challenging

“Those are tough years

for kids with lots of ups and
downs emotionally,” she said.
“It will be a good challenge
and opportunity for me.”
Though she won’t officially
start until July, Krell is getting
a jump on things. She is meet-
ing with each teacher and staff
member for a half-hour to learn
more about the middle school.
She wants to know what they val-
ue about the school, what they are

most proud of, their expectations of her
and what improvements could be made.

“That will create a road map for
me as to where we need to go,” Krell
said. “I’m not coming in with a per-
sonal agenda. I’m taking their lead as to
where we need to go,” she added.

The middle school in Kasson is a six-
year-old facility that houses about 700
children in grades 5-8.

“It’s a beautiful facility, and it has a
unique look to it,” Krell said.

Last fall, Krell was recognized as one
of the best elementary school principals
in America during a ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C. She is a 1988 graduate of
Blooming Prairie High School. She and
her husband, Rodney, live on a farm
outside Blooming Prairie.

Krell replaces Al Hodge, who is retir-
ing at the end of the school year after 12
years as principal. K-M is hiring princi-
pals to replace Krell as well as a retiring
high school principal.

Bringing home the gold during a recent TrigStar competition were juniors Abby Christopherson, Eli Lutgens and Torrie Stencel.

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer

NRHEG math stars bring home gold from trig tourney

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

In past years, many times New
Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva (NRHEG) math stu-
dents have watched as Mankato
West students brought home top
honors in a state trigonometry
competition. Not this year.

Three juniors - Abby Chris-
topherson, Eli Lutgens and Tor-
rie Stencel - captured the gold
during the 13th annual TrigStar
competition. The program is an
annual competition that recog-
nizes the best students of trigo-
nometry in high schools across
Minnesota.

“The biggest impact that win-
ning this competition has on

these kids, and the whole team,
was the recognition they are
excellent math students,” said
NRHEG Math Instructor Jenni-
fer Stoesz. “There is generally
less recognition for academic
accomplishments. All of my stu-
dents that competed excel aca-
demically and this gave them a
place to shine.”

Lutgens predicted that the
team would win the competi-
tion.

“I thought we were going to
win from the beginning because
our class is intelligent,” he said.
“No one else did because we had
never won before.”

Stencel admits she wasn’t ex-
pecting to win. “I was kind of
nervous and wasn’t expecting us

to do so well. We did,” she said.
“Hearing our names called and
the awards we won was a good
feeling.”

The students were also excit-
ed for their math instructor, Mrs.
Stoesz.

“It was really exciting because
Mrs. Stoesz always worked for
us,” Christopherson said. “Our
school has always placed well.
We were ready going into it and
we kept a positive mind.”

The object of the competition
is to solve four questions re-
lated to trigonometry as quickly
and accurately as possible. The
questions start with basic ones
but end on a complex surveying
question. Students had one hour
to complete the exam, but were

placed by highest score in the
fastest time.

Lutgens had the fastest time
of the three students completing
the process in 45 minutes. Sten-
cel ended it in 48 minutes, while
Christopherson was timed in 49
minutes. Lutjens finished second
overall, while Stencel was third
and Christopherson fifth overall.

To prepare for the event,
Stoesz had the students study-
ing trigonometry as part of the
school district’s pre-calculus
course. The students had been
working for several weeks pre-
paring. Then the students spent
four days prior to the competi-
tion in class to practice for Trig-
Star by using tests from previ-
ous years that are provide to the

schools for practice.

Christopherson thought the
team worked well together
throughout the week.

As for test day, Stencel said
the last question was tough. “It
was like a puzzle,” she said.
“You needed certain things to
know other things.”

The last question asked for
six different measurements,
Lutgens said. “A calculator can
store 27 different numbers,” he
said. “T had 20 different numbers
stored in for letters to solve for
six different questions because
you need exact answers. The last
question took 35 minutes to do.”

Stoesz said the three students
impressed her with their perse-
verance during the test. “The

problems are long and tedious,
so many students tend to just
give up. These kids plugged
through, for nearly an hour to
solve each and every problem.”

Stoesz said it was fun to see
the students win.

“We have attended this event
for the past 10 years, and we
usually have at least one stu-
dent place in the top five and as
a team we usually finish second
to Mankato West,” she said. “To
have three of the top five finish-
ers and to take the team champi-
onship as well was great.”

Student’s view; here’s an inside look at Blooming Prairie’s FFA Toy Show

By SASHA KATZUNG

The 12th Annual Blooming
Prairie FFA Toy Show went
very well. We had an amaz-
ing turnout with the very nice,
spring-like weather. There
were a lot of venders sell-
ing all kinds of antique toys
and other odds and ends.

I had a good time watching so
many people come in with big
smiles and leaving with various
toys and antique tractors or oth-
er collectables. I enjoyed seeing
all of the venders and their own
personal toy collection that they
had collected throughout time.

What I got out of it was the

great things people save and the
enjoyment of what they have
and the pride of agriculture
pulling people all together.

Kallie Klemmensen of the
Blooming Prairie FFA says
what she got out of the ex-
perience was “that a lot of
people care about agriculture
and collectible farm toys.”

Kate Grunklee of the Bloom-
ing Prairie FFA chapter shared
“that there is a lot of sup-
port in the community.”

What I enjoyed the most
was seeing the pride in the
vendors’ faces of all of the
stuff they have and the smiles
on all of the people’s faces

when they left the Toy Show
with new toys and antiques.

We had a lot of food for
everyone who came. We had
sloppy Joe sandwiches with
chips, pop and potato salad.

We hope that everyone who
came out had an amazing
time and that they can come
again next year and see all
the new things that are there
and to come out and support
your local FFA chapter!

Next year’s Blooming Prai-
rie FFA Toy Show will take
place Saturday, March 12.

Sasha Katzung is a reporter
for the Blooming Prairie FFA.

Visitors check out
the offerings at
the recent FFA Toy
Show at Blooming
Prairie High
School.

Submitted photo
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437-1316
1608 12th St. S.W. + Austin, MN

www.swsalesinc.com
“Quality Used Cars For Less!”

501 1st Ave. SW Austin MN
Service & Rebuild All Domestic
Automatic Tranmissions

507-437-0037
Collision & Paint Work
Frame Machine
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of Austin
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BODY SHOP

Alignments & Tires

507-433-4609

25446 US Hwy 218 N - Austin, MN
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DID YOU KNOW? According to the most recent information from forecaster TrueCar.com, the
average price for a new car or light truck is $30,303. This figure represents a roughly $1,200 increase
from 2011. People looking to get a deal by purchasing a used car won’t find much relief, as even used
car prices have increased. But people trading in a used car for a new one may be able to get more
money on the trade-in or sale of a used car than in the past, which should help to defray some of the
cost of the more pricey newer model.
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Alignment
Trasmission
Diagnostic

[
ASE Certified Technicians éL R EMO NT
AAA Towi
Gar & Truck Repalr - SERVICE CENTER

111 Front Street, Claremont, MN -
Service Center: 507-528-2233 - After Hours Towing: 507-456-4158

McCabe Motors

Owatonna, MN

2014
=1 Chevrolet
Impala
&0 | Limited
2| LTZ Fleet

McCase MotoRs |

J ~1 Captiva
A Sport LT
| 4-Door
Suv

2006
Dodge
<= ™| Ram 1500
| Laramie
il 4-Door

520,990,

OUR RENTAL VEHICLES INCLUDE
CARS & 7, 8, 12 & 15-PASSENGER VANS

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles. Check Out Our Inventory at
www.mccabemotors.com

CPREFERRED AUTO

FREE SERVICES

with service work)

* Loaner Cars

* Nitrogen with Tires
« Alignment Checks
* Tire Rotation

 Battery Charging & Checks

* Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
« Service Light Code Checks

* Free Towing for the year

507-583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie
www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Now Offering:

tuning technologies

STEINBAUER

NE A = DERFORMANCE

e Aluminum
Wheel Polishing

e Tracks

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair

Heavy Duty Truck - Ag & Implement Tire
Repair & Sales - Wheel Alignment - Tire Balancing

Yette ¢« RERAIR
507-455-0388

870 32nd Ave NW

Owatonna, MN
Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Featuring:

BFGoodrich

Firestone

After hours
507-455-0483

ELLIS BODY

1231 BRADY BLVD NW
OWATONNA

507-451-0845
(800) 310-0845
FAX (507) 451-0540

JACK & TRACY ELLIS
Family Owned Since 1978

Let us know if you are
looking for something we
don’t have.

WE HAVE
ACCESS TO
HUNDREDS OF
VEHICLES EVERY
WEEK.

We carry multiple brands
of tires and Interstate
batteries.

. GREAT FINANCING |
RATES ARE AVAILABLE. &

507-527-2241

115 STATE STREET ¢ WEST CONCORD
WHERE THE NICE CARS ARE!

www.boeautocenter.com

Your Complete Truck & Auto Care Provider!

KEeECK'S

507-455-2679 or

(@ i JCME s

e ElNG

507-463-2679

7123 SW 82nd Ave - Owatonna - www.kecksrepair.com
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Quilting: The fabric that unites 6 Blooming Prairie-area women

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

“I am so hooked on it,”
exclaimed Judy Bishop of
Blooming Prairie as she worked
to create a barn quilt that
will adorn her front porch.

Judy is one of six Bloom-
ing Prairie-area residents who
have been part of a barn quilt
class led for five weeks at
the home of instructor Re-
nee Holmes of Ellendale.

Others in the class include
Linda Christianson, Becky
Noble, Cheri Krejci, Imogene
Symes and Julie Naatz.

The six classmates went to-
gether and bought an item on a
Blooming Prairie Cancer Group
auction. That item happened
to be a class on how to make a
barn quilt. Instructor Holmes
donated her teaching time and
expertise for this auction
item at a price none
of the class members
chose to divulge.

Cheri submitted the
bid on behalf of herself
and her classmates.

“It all goes to a great
cause,” she said. The six
students also have the *
experience of learning
the art and get to take
home one of their creations.

What is a barn quilt? Barn
quilt instructor Holmes has the
answer. “It’s a picture of a quilt
block and painted on plywood,”
she explained. “The size of
the barn quilt is only limited
to your creativity,” she said.

Renee has made quilts
as small as 1x1 feet and
as large as 8x8 feet.

Visitors to the rural El-
lendale residence of Renee
and Tony Holmes will soon
see Renee’s artwork as it is
displayed around the farm
yard on various buildings and
cement standards. “You can
make them any size you want
but I suggested all of our class
members make one measur-
ing two feet by two feet.”

The creative pieces are made
on either plywood or sign
board. The auction item of
learning how to make a barn
quilt included not only Re-
nee’s teaching time and talent
but it also included plywood
donated by Geneva Lumber
and paint and other building
supplies donated by B to Z
Hardware in Blooming Prairie.

Renee said her students all
are “quick learners” and have
been so inspired that it is likely
that their first barn quilts will
not be their last. “It’s addict-
ing,” she said. Students from
this class have also been
involved in fabric quilting.

Renee, a fabric quilter, got
her start after seeing them on
barn quilt trails in southern
Minnesota. One of the trails
took her and husband Tony
to barn quilts in the Caledo-
nia area. Go to http://www.
visitcaledonia.com/Visit_Cale-
donia/Visit_Caledonia.html
to see the barn quilts.

“After traveling around the
countryside looking at the barn
quilts, I went on the Internet
and decided to give it a try,” Re-
nee said. Her first barn quilt was
a six by six and featured six de-
signs. It is on the end of a farm
shed at the Holmes farmstead.

Renee has eight large barn
quilts and 10 1x1 feet quilts
displayed on their farm prop-
erty. “They don’t last for-
ever in the weather and will
deteriorate,” Renee said.

The process of making a
barn quilt begins with picking
out a pattern. Four of Renee’s
students, Judy, Becky, Imogene
and Julie, picked the same
pattern. It is called “Farmer’s
Daughter.” Linda chose a pat-
tern called “Doves in a Corner”
and Cheri selected a pattern
called “Star in the Middle.”

On the first night of class,
the Blooming Prairie students
sanded and weather-proofed
their wood. The next chal-
lenge was to draw a pattern
on the wood, tape it and paint
it. Those steps were not done
all in one night. Putting paint
on the board is “when it gets
to be fun,” Renee remarked.

The classroom which serves
as a farm shed is perfect for
Renee’s instruction. She plans
on teaching a New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
community education class on
barn quilting in late April.

Let’s take a peek into

Holmes

ONLINE

Are you interested

in creating your own
barn quilt? Check out
two free tutorials at
bit.ly/1CI7LA3 or bit.
ly/1DFxPed
SOURCE: Craftsy of
Denver

Renee’s classroom and see
how the students are doing.

There is no lack of chatter
among the students, but they are
all serious and intent on creating
their masterpieces. “This will
take forever,” said Linda Chris-
tianson as she measured and
taped segments of her pattern.

“Oh, come on now,” Imogene
said in coaching herself to make
a straighter line on her pattern.

Julie said the most
challenging part of
the process for her
was drawing pat-
terns on wood.

“It’s a lot of work
but the painting is
next and I don’t mind
doing that,” she said.

Renee said her
students “are so

focused” on their
work. “I really worked them
hard last week,” she laughed.

“Taping isn’t what it
is made up to be,” added
Cheri Krejci. “It’s more
involved than we thought,
but it is fun,” Cheri added.

As the taping ended and the
painting commenced, stu-
dents seemed to be enjoying
their assignment even more.
“Why is this color looking like
this?” a student asked. Renee
was constantly overseeing
her students’ work and would
answer the simplest and also
the most difficult of questions.

Renee said students can take
their finished products home in
a “wet” state, or they can leave
them at the classroom and pick
them up at another time. Giving
her students another learning
lesson, Renee said it is impor-
tant that the first coat of paint
is dry because if it is not and a
second coat is applied, it will
take off the first coat, she said.

“Does anyone need the
green brush?” one of Renee’s
students asks. “Anybody
want red?” another asks.

“It’s not like painting a
house but it is equally as
satisfying,” Julie said.

Where are the students
going to hang their barn
quilts? Let’s find out:

¢ Judy: “I can see it on our
front porch or on a farm shed.”

* Becky: “I will hang it on
my house, on a granary or
on a shed, actually wherever
Mark wants to hang it.”

e Cheri: “I plan to put
it on the front porch.”

* Linda: “It will look
nice on my patio fence fac-
ing Memorial Drive.”

* Imogene: “I’m putting
it on the front porch be-
cause when you drive up our
long driveway, it will be the
first thing you will see.”

e Julie: “It will go either on
my front porch or on the picket
fence in the flower bed.”

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud

It is serious business as six Blooming Prairie women work on their barn quilt patterns with the tutelage of Renee Holmes of Ellendale.
Shown from left are Linda Christianson, Judy Bishop, Becky Noble, Renee Holmes, Cheri Krejci, Imogene Symes and Julie Naatz.

Above left, Julie Naatz stays within the lines as she paints on her pattern, “Farmer’s Daughter.” Above right, Linda Christianson
studiously measures and tapes her barn quilt pattern. Linda’s pattern is titled “Doves in A Corner.”

“It’s easy to get inspired
when doing this project,”
said Renee. “Making barn
quilts is a reason to spend
time together with friends,”
Renee believes. She urges
everyone to go on some barn
quilt tours and also go on the

Internet and look at the hun-
dreds of images found there.
Renee said she has had

men in her classes in the past
but says her husband Tony is
not one of them. He spends
time making bean bag boards
in a workshop he built after

the family farm was rav-
aged by a tornado in 2010.
Tony makes four at a time
and uses many different de-
signs including sports themes:
Gophers, Packers and Vikings.
Tony says the process of mak-
ing the bean bag boards is

“FOR ALL YOUR MACHINING AND FABRICATING NEEDS”

Office Hours
Monday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Thursday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday - 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Saturday - Closed
Sunday - Closed

Wednesday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

507-451-2626
Email: dave@dagry.com

www.dagry.com

similar to that of making a barn
quilt. His daughter Collette was
the driving force in suggesting
her father make bean bag kits.
When traversing Steele
County, you may see one of the
creations of Judy, Becky, Cheri,
Linda, Imogene and Julie.

(Dacry

RINGHOFER CONSTRUCTION, INC.

New Homes - Remodeling « Garages
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Johannes named teacher of the month at Medford School

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

It is uncommon for people to
like their first job out of college
so much that they stick with it
and never explore other options.
For Jerome Johannes, that is
exactly what has happened.

Johannes was recently recog-
nized for his efforts as a teacher
as well as his involvement in
after-school activities by being
nominated teacher of the month.

“He plays a critical role in
so many different places in the
school from the classroom,
to the football coach, to the
student council adviser. He
has a constant presence in the
school and is a good influ-
ence on all the students,” said
Secondary Principal Chris
Ovrebo. “I think that the effort
he puts in on the behalf of
our students and the passion
that he has for their learning
is second to none. He really

does so much for the kids.”

Johannes has taught at
Medford School for 12 years.
He teaches American stud-
ies, political science and
a leadership elective.

He is originally from Albany,
Minnesota and graduated with a
degree in social studies edu-
cation from Minnesota State
University Moorhead in 2003.
Shortly after that he attended
a Minnesota education job fair
where he was introduced to
the former principal and was
invited to do an interview for
the position in June. He was of-
fered the job shortly after that.

“It was the only job I really
applied for. Originally I had
plans of staying in Moorhead
to do some coaching and a
potential job was going to open
up in Fargo that I had my eye
on, but I applied for this one
and got it,” Johannes said.

Johannes is happy with
his decision and appreci-

JEDFORD

Student Council.

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley

Jerome Johannes recently was recognized for his efforts both in
the classroom and in after-school activities.

ates the small class sizes.

“I’'m a guy who likes to stay
busy,” he said. “I enjoy the
fact that I can be involved with
so many different things with
coaching, with school activi-
ties, working the scoreboard,
being able to be involved in

the school. I think in a big
school there are a lot more
people, and you don’t quite
get the same opportunities as
you do in a small school.”
Besides teaching, Johannes
serves as the student council
adviser, an assistant track coach

and the head football coach,
and he runs the scoreboard
at boys basketball games and
serves on a couple of teach-
ing committees. Johannes said
he enjoys the interactions he
gets to have with students both
in and out of the classroom.
One of Johannes’ favorite
units to teach is the World War
I unit. He divides the class into
six groups, each representing
one of the countries that started
the war, and the students then
do a simulation of the war.
“They get the ability to
negotiate, to create treaties
and to declare war. The kids
really enjoy it. They have to
really try to make decisions of
what would be best for their
country based on the informa-
tion that they have,” he said.
Johannes lives in Owatonna
with his wife, Jessica, and
their two sons Cain, 8, and
Luther, 4. He says he doesn’t
miss the commute he had from

Shakopee to Medford for the
first nine years of his career.

Johannes was humbled
by the recognition of
teacher of the month.

“There are so many good
teachers here that really do
deserve it (the award). It is
humbling to be thought of
as a Teacher of the Month. It
is nice to know that the hard
work I’ve done has paid off,
and people see the stuff [ have
done at the school,” he said.

One of his students, senior
Fabiola Mendoza, is in his
political science class and says
that he is her favorite teacher.

“I like that he is funny. He pre-
tends to be mad, but it is funny he
is not serious about it,” Mendoza
said. “He is nice and he doesn’t
give us too much homework;
it is just the right amount.”

She added that he is deserv-
ing of this recognition because
he is such a good leader.

Here’s a look into the lives of three of Medford's ‘original settlers’

Let’s go back to the summer
of 1853. A party of five men,
all natives of New England,
followed the Straight River
south from Faribault in search
of good place to claim land.
They were Smith Johnson Jr.,
his younger brother Orlando,
Abner L. Wright, Chauncey
Lull, and L. M. Howard.

When they reached the area
that is now Medford, they
staked their claims. Lull and
Howard later relinquished
theirs and moved farther west,
while the Johnson brothers
and Wright remained on their
claims and became Medford’s
“original settlers.” Each of these
three men would play impor-
tant roles in the development
of the Medford community
over the next six decades.

Smith Johnson, Jr. was born
in February, 1828 at Chenango
County, New York. Four years

ANOTHER
TIME

John Gross

after arriving in Medford he
married Sabrina Wilkins on
November 10, 1857, and the
couple operated the first hotel in
the community. Mr. Johnson rep-
resented Steele County in the first
session of the Minnesota State
Legislature, from 1858-1860. The
couple then farmed near Med-
ford, Merton, and in the Dakota
Territory before coming back in
1884 to the original Johnson farm

site on the eastern edge of Med-
ford. They raised four children.
Mr. Johnson died in Medford
on August 12, 1906, at the age
of 79. Sabrina, then lived with
her daughter, Mrs. George Co-
rey, until her death on June 19,
1918. She and her husband are
buried in Riverside Cemetery.
Orlando Johnson, the young-
est of eleven children was born
in 1831 in Chenango County,
New York. He made his way to
Wisconsin at the age of twenty,
and then to Illinois where he
taught school before traveling by
steamboat to St. Paul in 1852.
He claimed land in Faribault
carly in 1853 and led the party
which included his older brother
to Medford that August. Several
years later Orlando moved to
California where he served with
the First California Volunteer
Regiment during the Civil War.
After the war, he returned to Min-

nesota where he married Olive
Hulett in Faribault on November
1, 1865. The couple then settled
on a farm near Medford until
Mr. Johnson became involved
in the operation of the Medford
Cheese Factory in 1873. He and
Olive raised three children.
After selling the Cheese
Factory in 1891, he served
for many years as a Direc-
tor of the National Farmers
Bank of Owatonna. Orlando
Johnson passed away at the
age of 79 on September 18,
1910. His widow then moved
to Minneapolis where she
died on November 23, 1922.
They are buried in Maple
Lawn Cemetery in Faribault.
Abner Wright was born in
Franklin County, Mass., March
1, 1828. He started farming at
the age of ten, operated a boot
and shoe store for six years and
then worked for a short time as

a stonecutter. He too decided to
head west and arrived by steam-
boat in St. Paul on May 3, 1853.
He claimed land near Medford
that August and married Phoebe
Hayes on March 22, 1855.

The couple moved to Can-
non City in 1863, where they
remained until 1885, when they
purchased a farm just east of
Medford. They had a family of

five children. Phoebe died after
a lengthy illness in November,
1907 and Abner later went to
live with his daughter Nettie

at Cannon City. Abner Wright
was the last of Medford’s three
“original settlers” to pass on.
He died at Cannon City at the
age of 87 on March 25, 1915.
He and Phoebe are buried in
the Cannon City Cemetery.

High Pressure Washers / Cabinet Washers
Recycle Systems / Steam Cleaners
Radiant Heaters / Air Coolers
Chemicals Supplies / Rental Programs

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS!

507-583-2703

15880 SE 74th Ave, Blooming Prairie
www.expresspressurewashers.com
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Children make quick work of
eggs at Blooming Prairie hunt

TR e e b e

o

Hundreds of parents and children gathered at Blooming Prairie’s Central Park on
Saturday morning for the city’s Easter egg hunt. The children displayed speed and
agility in quickly clearing the park of plastic eggs. Above, Kazaiya (3), Bentley (5)
and Ambriella Miller (6) show off the eggs they found.
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B to Z Hardware owner Greg Johnson hands over a check amid boxes of Girl Scout cookies

recently at Prairie Manor Care Center.

B to Z organizes cookie delivery

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Multiple generations mingled last Saturday
when Girl Scouts delivered cookies to residents at
Prairie Manor Care Center.

The donation was orchestrated by B to Z Hard-
ware owner Greg Johnson, who purchased 80 box-
es of the signature cookies.

His mother stayed at Prairie Manor for about
two years, he said; she passed away about 18
months ago.

Johnson said he wanted to benefit multiple
groups.

“The Girl Scouts made a little money — sell-
ing cookies is their big fundraiser of the year —
and it’s something different for the people at the
Manor,” he said.

Racing champs

Participants in the Pac 260 Pinewood Derby held March 29 in Blooming Prairie are shown. The
winners where Drake Zilm, first; Cooper Cooke, second; Justin Nease, third; and Carson Wacek,
fourth. They also held a contest for the best design, with the Scouts voting on which car they
liked the best. The winner was Lucas Schammel.

Submitted photo

Submitted photo
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Always local, all the time.

Get your copy today from newsstands
at any of the following businesses!

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Casey'’s General Store - Vandal’s SuperValu

ELLENDALE
Lerberg’s Foods

HAYFIELD
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Four troop leaders and six or seven girls took
part, Johnson said. He enjoyed watching the girls
interact with residents.

“You can always see a little brightness going
around, with the residents getting to talk to them,”
he said. “It was great to see that.”

Johnson said it was his first such donation, but it
won’t be his last.

“I think this will become an annual (event) for
us,” he said. “It gives (residents) something differ-
ent in their day. All they have is time there, so it’s
something different.”

Prairie Manor Activities Director Mandi Tweet
said she appreciated the gesture but made clear
that Johnson deserved all the credit.

“It was all his idea,” she said. “His mom used
to be a resident. He was really appreciative of our
facility, I guess.”

Hydronic Geothermal with Radiant Floor Heating

Radiant Floor heating has been extremely efficient and comfortable for
many years. The even temperature provided by radiant heat is unmatched
by any other form of heating. A radiant floor system served by a properly
designed hydronic geothermal heat pump has yielded efficiencies of 400 -
500%. With geothermal you also have the option to cool your shop in the
summer— making your shop more comfortable year round.

Prairie Family and Sports marks 20 years

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Prairie Family and Sports
Chiropractic of Blooming Prai-
rie will mark 20 years in busi-
ness with an open house on
April 10.

“We’ve been here 20 years,
it’s been fantastic, we’ve raised
our family in Blooming Prairie

. it’s a super community to
have a business in,” said owner
Chad Eischens.

The business handles Depart-

ment of Transportation health
cards that drivers of commer-
cial vehicles must have. It also
handles pre-employment screen-
ings, as well as drug and alcohol
testing.

“We’re keeping it simple,”
Eischens said about the open
house. “We’ll have some cake
and cookies and punch and stuff
like that. Prizes and giveaways
throughout the day.”

Prairie Family and Sports
Chiropractic can be reached at
http://prairiefamilysportschiro.

com or 507-583-2271. It’s at
344 E. Main St.

Prairie Family and Sports
Chiropractic is one of a number
of Blooming Prairie businesses
that have marked 20- or 30-year
anniversaries in recent years,
said Chamber Director Becky
Noble.

“I think that just goes to show
that the community supports
businesses in this community,”
she said. “Chad’s been a good
person, besides being a good
businessperson.”

e Save up to 70% on your energy costs
¢ Equipment eligible for 30% federal tax credit
¢ Increase the value of your business or home

Contact us 'l'oa\o\g 4o find out

how much We can save gou!

Jay Peterson
American Energy LLC
Blooming Prairie, MN

AmericanEnergylLLC@aol.com

507-383-1547

tthermgeo.com

When Comford MaHers!

Virtual currency, real taxes

The world and its finances are increasingly digital and the IRS

is doing its best to keep up, particularly in the case of virtual
currency. Although the currencies, such as bitcoin, operate like
coins and paper bills, virtual currency does not have legal tender
status in any jurisdiction. Therefore, the IRS has decided to treat
the currency as property rather than money.

Still, the tax agency wants to know about your payments re-

Money Talk & Taxes

For a name you can trust, call Allyson at

ARO ACCOUNTING

Allyson Olson
Cell: 507-391-3738
allyson@aroaccounting.com

507-391-3738

Two locations
to serve you

217 East EIm Ave « Waseca

32718 State Hwy 13 - Hartland 507-845-2763

ceived or investments in virtual currency. For example, the IRS
has declared that wages paid to employees in virtual currency
are taxable income. That also means the fair market value of vir-
tual currency is subject to federal income tax withholding, Social
Security and Medicare payroll taxes and unemployment taxes.

It also must be reported on the employee’s W-2 form. Ditto for
such payments to independent contractors who’ll find the value

of their virtual income payments reported on 1099 forms.

As for holdings of bitcoin, investors will report gain and loss
transactions as they do other assets, paying ordinary income
taxes on short-term gains or lower capital gains tax rates on real-
ized profits.

The little tax office in the country
(One mile west of Blooming Prairie)
Personalized Service - Farm, Business, Personal

Hours to Fit Your Schedule - 25+ Years Experience
Lowest Rates in the Area

Call Diana or Paul for Appointments
507-583-2311 ¢ 507-456-6611

% Tax Preparation
. & Accounting
4_ ﬁ\t Services

607 East Main St. - PO. Box 756 - Blooming Prairie, MN 5591
Ellen Stebbins Phone: 507-58%-6601

507-58%-6602
Accountant - EARAFP, ABA Fax: 507-58%5-2067

Rersonal¥Professional Tax:
& Accountii'n;g Service

YEAREROUND

I:| INCOME TAX, INC.
v

- INDIVIDUAL, FARMS, BUSINESS,
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We offer electronic tax filing (federal & state)
204 SW |2th Street, Austin

-437-8511

Locally Owned & Operated - Erik C. Newhouse, CPA - Quickbooks Pro Advisor

IT'S
SEASON.

Every year the U.S. government issues billions of dollars in tax
refunds. So many billions we're now calling tax season ...
refund season. And nobody gets more of your money back
than H&R Block. Guaranteed.

Put our expertise to work on your refund.

it

507-433-4151

701 W Oakland, Austin

Not everyone receives a refund. Based on Maximum Refund Guarantee, see HRBLOCK.COM for
details. OBTP#B13696 ©2014 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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Public works building decision still up in air

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

After a two-hour meeting Friday
morning, there are still questions need-
ing answers involving the Steele County
public works building.

The meeting consisted of representa-
tives from the state, Homeland Security
and Emergency Management, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
and the Steele County Board of Com-
missioners.

It has been five years since a major
flood destroyed the public works build-

ing. Since, county officials have been
working with Homeland Security and
FEMA to come up with a satisfactory
settlement. Steele County has received
more than $535,000 in payments toward
the project. Once the project work sheets
are complete, the county is expected to
receive more than $100,000 more.

Recently, now-former Steele County
Administrator Tom Shea sent a letter to
the Minnesota Governor’s office asking
for support, including $6.1 million for
Steele County in a bonding bill to assist
with the replacement of the public works
building in Owatonna.

FEMA has made a final determination
of $1.5 million in total project costs. The
total public works project is expected to
be close to $10 million. If the bonding
bill for $6.1 million comes through, the
county will pay the remainder of the bal-
ance from local funds.

The disparity between $6.1 million
and $1.5 million was just one of the is-
sues the Steele County Board of Com-
missioners felt needed to be addressed.
Despite objections and discussion, the
board was told the $1.5 million was the
final number and there could be no ap-
peal.

County Board Chair Nina Huntington
sent a detailed email to those attend-
ing outlining other concerns the county
board had. She also put together a de-
tailed agenda items list for those attend-
ing.

During Friday’s meeting there was
still some confusion as to where docu-
ments were and whether they had either
been received or received on time. Steele
County representatives claimed they had
submitted documentation on certain

SETTLEMENT
Continued on Page 3C
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Above, at a boat and water safety class at West Hills in Owatonna last Saturday, DNR officer Chris Hoe teaches students the importance of boat safety
and how to use flotation devices in case of an emergency. Below, a boy floats placidly in the class.

Owatonna DNR teaches water safety

Course previously
was held in Waseca

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Boys and girls attempting to sink
canoes and boats might usually be
frowned upon, but not when it comes
to education.

From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. last Saturday
at West Hills in Owatonna, DNR offi-
cers jumped in the pool with students
12 and up to teach boat and water
safety. The class was broken into two
sessions, a class session and in-pool
session.

“I have grandkids, and I wanted to
see how they worked with kids, so I
can work on this with my grandkids,”
said Tobin.

While Tobin attended the class pe-
riod, he elected to watch the in-pool
session from outside the water, but he
still paid close attention to the tips,
rules and instructions of the officers.
Tobin said he was drawn to the class,
not only for tips on teaching his fam-
ily, but also for his own learning.

“The laws change,” said Tobin.
“This is the 2015 handbook, so it’s
the most current.”

While this is only the second
year the event has taken place in
Owatonna, Park and Rec Adminis-
trative Assistant Mary Jo Knudson

STEELE
TALKIN’

i

Deb Knutson

About 10 kids came for the class,

as well as one adult, 73-year-old Mi-

chael Tobin of Owatonna.

WATER SAFETY
Continued on Page 3C

Owatonna’s airport set to unveil master plan soon

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

Owatonna’s Degner Regional Airport
is flying at great heights to plan for its
future.

Information and display boards will
be set up for residents to review. Of-
ficials will address topics such as air-
port inventory, airport forecasts, facil-
ity recommendations and alternatives
analyzed. The airport’s consultant and
staffers will be available to answer ques-
tions.

Dave Beaver, manager of the airport,
said the planning process for the master
plan has been going on for the past year.

“This is an important process for us.
We’re excited and we want the public to
be involved,” Beaver said. “The purpose
of the open house is to receive feedback
from the community,” he added.

One of the biggest questions facing
the airport is whether the current runway

will meet the future needs of the area.
The runway is 1,500 feet and handles
many corporate jets. Beaver said about
17 companies in Owatonna use the air-
port on a regular basis.

As part of the master plan, one idea
being kicked around is extending the
runaway an additional 1,500 feet to al-
low for future aircraft needs. Beaver
said it’s important to unveil such a plan
so the airport can avoid getting land-
locked in the future.

“Our runway is plenty big right now,
but we need to look ahead and be ready
for whatever happens down the line,”
said Todd Hale, who is vice chairman
of the Owatonna Airport Commission.
He added he expects more jet traffic to
use the local airport in another decade
or more.

A master plan advisory group was

AIRPORT
Continued on Page 3C

Staff photo by Rick Bussler
Dave Beaver, manager of the Owatonna Degner Regional Airport, wants the
public to join airport staffers for an open house Tuesday, April 14. Officials plan
to unveil the airport’s 20-year master plan.

Measles get
a flurry of
attention

Disneyland! Measles?!?
The measles (sometimes
referred to as red or hard
measles) has received a flurry
of attention since December,
when several children were
infected with the disease at
Disneyland. It is highly con-
tagious, resulting in a multi-
state outbreak of 173 measles
cases. Most of the cases
are linked to Disneyland.

Measles were once consid-
ered a routine childhood dis-
ease, as nearly everyone born
prior to 1957 was infected.
For most, it was a painful
course of fever, rash and
runny nose, followed by a
complete recovery. When the
MMR (Measles, Mumps Ru-
bella) vaccine became avail-
able in the 1960s, the vast
majority of US children were
vaccinated. Since then, the
incidence of all three diseas-
es has decreased 99 percent.

When more than 96 percent
of a population is vaccinated,
vaccine preventable diseases
can be greatly reduced and even
eradicated (small pox, and in
most parts of the world, polio).
This herd immunity protects
babies and children too young
to be vaccinated and also those
who can’t be vaccinated because
of a compromised immune sys-
tem, as is the case with cancer.

As the result of a high vac-
cination rate, once common
diseases became so rare that
many people don’t know of
anyone who had them, let alone
died as a result. This success
has led some parents to opt out
of having their children vacci-
nated, as they feel shots are no
longer necessary. Or that vac-
cines pose a safety risk or cause
disease. When fewer people
are vaccinated, herd immunity
is lost. Disease cases increase
and spread more quickly.

Children who are not or
cannot be vaccinated due to
age or compromised immune
systems are at the highest risk
of disease. Measles can still
be very serious or even fatal.
One in 1,000 diseased persons
will develop brain damage
and 1 or 2 out of 1,000 people
with measles will die, in spite
of the best medical care.

One thing we need to re-
member is that all parents
truly want their children to
be healthy. Fear of vaccine
side effects can result in some
parents not vaccinating their
children. Although serious
vaccine side effects are pos-
sible, they are extremely rare.

The choice to vaccinate
or not can be approached by
checking reliable web sites
that are based on current and
science-based reproducible
studies. A reputable site will
display the date of the last
revision and will cite medical
articles which reveal the origi-
nal source of facts and figures.

American Academy of Pe-
diatrics Immunization Initia-
tives: www.cispimmunize.org

Immunization Action Coali-
tion: www.immunize.org

Vaccine Education Center at
Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia: www.vaccine.chop.edu

State Department of Health:
health.state.mn.us/immunize

Steele Talkin’ is a column
featuring various organiza-
tions around Steele County.

Deb Knutson, PHN, BSN

is the immunization coor-

dinator for Steele County

Public Health. She can be

reached at 507-444-7655.
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Lawyer
joins BP
office

Jason lacovino joined the
Henefield Law Office in Bloom-
ing Prairie as an associate attor-
ney April 2.

Tacovino attended the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and graduated
from the
University
of St. Thom-
as  School
of Law in
2006. He
was admit-
ted to the
Minnesota
Bar in Oc-
tober 2006
and has
been clerking for the Honorable
Bradley C. Walker in Mankato
since May 2007. He is a mem-
ber of the Minnesota State Bar
Association.

“I am thrilled to be serving the
great people of Blooming Prai-
rie and the surrounding area. It
really is a dream come true for
me,” he said. “My experience
with Judge Walker, a former
small-town lawyer himself, has
prepared me for this new chapter
in my career.”

Iacovino was raised in Bloom-
ing Prairie and is a 1997 gradu-
ate of the city’s high school. He
lives in Owatonna with his wife,
Shannon, owner of Owatonna
Gentle Dental and their two chil-
dren, Lauren (5) and Fletcher
3.

The Henefield Law office pro-
vides legal services including
real estate, estate planning and
corporate law and serves as the
Blooming Prairie city attorney.

Henefield has provided legal
services to the Blooming Prai-
rie area for 43 years. Henefield
has no plans on retiring, but is
planning on taking more time
off now that [acovino has joined
the firm.

Iacovino will be doing general
legal work, focusing on Bloom-
ing Prairie city attorney duties as
well as estate planning, real es-
tate transactions and other areas.

The office also includes Kim
Trotman, who has served as a
legal assistant for more than five
years.

Iacovino

@orrection

Kendra Schroeder attends
University of Wisconsin River
Falls. Her last name was mis-
spelled and her school was in-
correct in last week’s issue.
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Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Joe’s Repair Service owner Joe Haberman, right, and Mike Sunde, left, work on a
customer’s vehicle. Car and truck repair is a featured service at Joe’s, at 163 5th St. NE in
Blooming Prairie.

Joe’s Repair Service focuses
on both cars and heavy trucks

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

IF YOU GO

What: Joe’s Repair Service
Where: 163 5th St. NE

When: Open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays. Owner
Joe Haberman can often be found
at the shop on Saturdays, too,
working on a truck.

Call: 507-583-7994

Most vehicle repair shops do not offer a
combination of automotive and heavy truck
service. Joe’s Repair Service of Blooming
Prairie does.

Owner Joe Haberman is proud of his shop,
which offers four auto bays and two truck bays.

Joe’s Repair is up to date on the latest diag-
nostic equipment and also features precision-
driven alignment machines. “We can also do
a full computer programming analysis of any
car or truck,” Haberman said.

Haberman has two shop technicians, auto
tech Mike Sunde and diesel tech Ross Bis-
sen. Haberman said he works on both, having
gone to school to be a diesel tech and growing
up working on cars.

Sydney Basness, a law enforcement stu-
dent at Riverland Community College, is a
part-time bookkeeper for Haberman.

Haberman, a Blooming Prairie High School
graduate, started his involvement in auto and
truck repair at a site 4 miles west of town. He
said a great aunt “was gracious enough” to
allow him use a small shop to make his early
living.

In 1996 Haberman bought Braaten’s Ser-
vice Garage from Laverne Braaten, who was
retiring. Haberman also drove a truck for
Gateway Foods three days a week. After be-
ing laid off by Gateway, Haberman decided to

concentrate solely on repair work.

Thirteen months after Haberman bought
Braaten’s shop, the shop was destroyed by
a tornado. The building was declared a total
loss. Haberman kept his business going in a
makeshift arrangement in a building nearby.

Joe’s Auto Repair Service moved into its
new building Dec. 10, 1997. It has steadily
grown since. One of Joe’s major customers is
the Bixby Feed Mill.

The majority of Joe’s business comes from
within a 20-mile radius.

“It’s most satisfying to have a loyal cus-
tomer base that we have developed,” he said.

When not working on cars or trucks,
Haberman finds time to follow NASCAR
racing and drag racing. He also loves fishing
and is planning to get away this summer on a
Canadian trip.

To have your business featured in the Chamber Spotlight, contact Steele County Times
Managing Editor Alan Van Ormer at bpalan@frontier.com orw 507-583-4431.

WE UNDERSTAND SMALL BUSINESS
BECAUSE WE ARE A SMALL BUSINESS.

Himm & B -
314 E. Main St. - Blooming Prairie

583-7528

WWW.JOHNDOERCPA.COM

You are invited to the Annual

SPRING FAIR BRUNCH
& BAKE SALE

Sunday, April 12 « 9:00 am -12:00 pm
St. Columbanus Catholic Church
114 E. Main St, Blooming Prairie, MN

LOCAL

ALL THE
TIME!

Serving Veggie or Ham Bake
Caramel & Cinnamon Rolls
Fresh Fruit Cup
Milk, Juice, & Coffee

$8/Adults, $4/ages 5-12, Free/ages 4 & under

Always local, all the time.

Advertise,
Rgp———y,OU L,m———
. Garage SalesY

Contact Lynn today
to place your ad
in The Times

- 507-583-4431

TSTEELE CouNTY
imes

Always local, all the time.
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SMOKE SHACK:

GRILLING TONIGHT?
HOW ABOUT
—1E  OUR MARINATED
TRI-TIPS AND JANICE’S
SEE YOU POTATO, MACARONI, OR
SOON!!  WHIPPED FRUIT SALADS.

104 E. Main St. e Geneva, MN ¢ 507-256-0025

www.deanssmokeshack.com

PILLOW CLEANING

Your Pillows Made Cleaner Than New For Little

More Than The Cost Of New Ticking!

* NEW TICKING OF YOUR CHOICE
* ON THE SPOT CLEANING

* RETURNED SAME DAY

Wednesday, April 22, 2015
7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Sale: Custom-made New Pillows & Down Comforters

« Cleaned

« Deodorized
« Sanitized

« Fluffed

First Lutheran Church - Blooming Prairie MN
Tuesday - Drop Off - 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

P

Polyester pillows can be recovered. oS
DOES YOUR

Note: Crushed foam pillow can be cleaned.

: PILLOW
Sponsored by Esther Circle NEED A €=
(Mufﬁns & Coffee Served) CHECK-UP? WE CAN HELP!!!

OWE YOU
MONEY? S4'3

Use the IRS e-file and get your tax
refund in half the time it usually takes.
Even faster with Direct Deposit!

IRS e-file is simple and secure
There’s quick proof your return is accepted,
and it’s so accurate, there’s less chance

you’ll get a letter from the IRS.

To find out more, see your tax
professional or look in your tax booklet.

/"?P’
— (i
; 2 mu[(/mq cansistent, pfg‘mm{ and prampl sewvice.

Certified Public Accountants

314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
, 1-888-933-6828 « 507-583-7528
Fax: 507-583-2389

www.irs.ustreas.gov
"Cammitted ta awv clionts,

Look who’s now reading Steele County Times
RECENT NEW SUBSCRIBERS:

Claremont
Nick Miller
Ellendale
Agnes Christensen
Geneva
Fred Vokoun
Owatonna
Karen Berg
Irene Ziner
Ron Herzog
Merley Phiefer
Brent & Beth Svenby

I Barb Nelson
Regina Klecker

-STEELE CounTYy

The times are right...join the crowd and subscribe
to Steele County Times today! 507-583-4431

www.steeledodgenews.com
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Staff photo by James Knoop

DNR officer Chad Davis and Parks and Rec Administrative Assistant Mary Jo Knudson help students with gear during the boat and water safety class last Saturday.

WATER SAFETY

Continued from Page 1C

run the class in Waseca as well.
Knudson said the class helps
teach students rules and regu-
lations, and that the water ses-
sions helps instruct what to
do in an emergency. Knudson

SETTLEMENT

added that the in-pool session
was only added last year, par-
tially triggered by a drowning
accident.

“The students learn that you
can use many things as flotation

devices. Even a duck decoy can
keep you afloat,” said Knudson.

To help teach the point, the
pool was filled with coolers,
duck decoys, seating pads and
other common things found in
boats.

Third-year DNR officer, Chad
Davis, added that even weight-

ers can keep an individual afloat,
if they are able to trap air in it.

David added that many of the
things taught in the pool are les-
sons DNR officers learn in the
academy.

Students were taught to re-
enter a boat after falling out,
fill weighters with air, hold on

to a flipped canoe, safely walk
across a boat and many other
safety tips.

“They are learning things here
that will be with them the rest of
their life,” said Davis. “Hope-
fully they never need it, but if
they do, we’ve taught them what
to do.”

Continued from Page 1C

items — some that were submit-
ted on more than one occasion.
Several times FEMA and state
representative response was that
there were pieces of information
that had not been received.

Recovery and Mitigation
Branch Director John Moore
stated that supporting documen-
tation, receipts and invoices is
needed showing that the project
is completed.

One piece of documentation
that FEMA officials claim they
did not receive was a three-ring
binder that held approximately
60 percent of the details of con-
tents of the flooded building. As
for the remaining 40 percent of
the content, Steele County is
asking if it is required to detail
and can the board get in writing
confirmation from the state or
FEMA.

Moore said the challenge the

state has had from the begin-
ning is that FEMA project offi-
cers (free of charge) wanted to
assess that damage within the
facilities.

“The FEMA project officers
who were creating the project
worksheets were needing to
see those damages and weren’t
allowed in it,” he said. “In my
opinion, that is why we are at to-
day in that issue when that could
have been resolved in 2010 or
2011.”

Steele County Engineer Anita
Benson countered saying that
there were people going in the
buildings all the time.

“No request from FEMA or
the State was ever denied re-
gardless of time or day of the
week. That statement Mr. Moore
made is very disturbing.”

But very accurate, Moore
said. “I don’t want to turn this

AN

vViclLANE.

F‘l;l“ Case
H rocer
Maintenance D&R Seledon‘!s
2:00 pm Processor |7:30 am Monday
to Frida
Monday 10:30 pm $13.95/hr
to Friday Monday to Friday sl):“i::,:_i;:
ITI
$16.45 /hr + shift | $11.75/hr + shift y¢|:pen
S1 l.(:‘o hr
+ shift

1111 5th Street West ¢ Northfield, MIN 55057
mnhr@mclaneco.com ¢ (507) 664-3038

McLane Minnesota

Fax (507) 664-3042 EOE/M/F/D

~ Wet Bas

sement? .. !

e |

Driveway/Sidewalk Settling? = = - |
Basement Wall Cracks?. Basement FIoor Cracks’? 1

AMERICAN 1

WATERWORKS
* Basement Systems *|
=y *Free Estimates ° Flnancmg Avallable !
' Toll Free 1-800-795-1204 :
L~ www.american-waterworks.com i

(Cannot be combined with any other offers)

NOW

We offer: Ballet, Hip Hop, Competition, Pointe, Jazz, Tumbling,
Tap, Lyrical, and MORE for ages 3-Adult!

OPEN

REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.UPDSDANCE.COM
OR CALL 507-273-0402

into a he-said, she-said. But the
conversation the last five years
in this recovery had been one-
sided. Fingers have been point-
ing everywhere except where
maybe they should be pointing,”
he added. “Our only goal for the
state of Minnesota is to pay the
eligible reimbursement.”
Adjusters  International s
a consultant hired by Steele
County to assist with FEMA ap-
plications. Skip Cerminaro, se-
nior disaster recovery manager
with the firm, said the problem
that continues to drag this on is
the state’s inability to forward
Steele County’s information to
FEMA. “We find that out in ev-

ery meeting.”

Moore responded, “If you
have information where my staff
is not forwarding information to
FEMA, that is my responsibil-
ity. I do have control over those
issues. If that is what is going
on you have to address it with
me so I can address it with the
staff.”

Huntington said that we’ve al-
ready seen evidence of that three
times here in this short meeting.
She also questioned if it was the
state and FEMA’s intent to help
and be an advocate, because it
doesn’t feel that way from her
standpoint.

“There is a huge disconnect,”

AN
McL ANE.

Now Hiring Experienced CDLA Drivers
*$7,500 Signing Bonus*
McLane Minnesota, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Berkshire-Hathaway, is currently seeking
qualified candidates to join our team! McLane, a wholesale grocery distributor, has been in busi-
ness for over 100 years and continues to grow each year! Our Minnesota location has recently
added additional customers and must fill team driver positions immediately. If you want home
time, a secure paycheck, and make over $60,000, in your first year, apply now.

Drive for the best, drive for McLane!

McLane Minnesota ¢ 1111 5th Street West ¢ Northfield, MN 55057
mnhr@mclaneco.com ¢ (507) 664-3038 ¢ Fax (507) 664-3042

EOE/M/F/D

NEW NAMIE,
SAME GREAT
SERVICE!
NOW 2 LOCATIONS!

There’s a wallet with
*25,000 on your driveway.
(“eate M)-119M e ul jied ‘sA)] 1noA
e} 1ed INoA 207) *S99S Ja1Y3 Jed
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FACTORY HONE CENTER
PAYNESVILLE - REDWOOD FALLS

Please join us for
actory Home Center

Paynesville’s

SPRING
OPEN HOUSE

FRIDAY - SUNDAY,
APRIL 17-19TH

friday & saturday, 9am-5pm, sunday, 11am-4pm

SPECIAL
PRICING

’ S — 1
uscnuun.i
--

< NbRTHSTAR

/,

DLR LIC. #MD-1728

FACTORY REPS
ON HAND

FEIC

FACTORY HOME CENTER Y

28502 HWY 55-PAYNESVILLE, MN

BBB 320.243.3386 | FACTORYHOMECENTER.COM
l CONTRACTOR LIC. #BC580962

PRIZE
DRAWINGS

FLV\'& “us o
F“—C—&bookl

she said.

Toward the end of the meet-
ing, agencies were asked how
they would move forward. Jo-
seph Kelly, director of Home-
land Security since January, said
his department would provide
all the documentation that’s
been requested.

Kelly said it is troublesome to
me the county says it submitted
it, FEMA said it never received
it and we say we have forwarded
everything that we received. He
wasn’t sure where the break-
down occurred, but did say,

“The shortest distance between
here and there is to find copies or
receive copies of that informa-
tion and get it down to FEMA.”

Minnesota

qualified start-up businesses
dedicated to:

® women-owned businesses

Eligibility:
® high-tech businesses, or

v Agriculture v Forestry
v/ Tourism v/ Mining

ANGEL TAX CREDIT PROGRAM

A 25% credit to investors or funds that invest in

$15 million in credits available with $7.5 million

® minority-owned businesses
® businesses located in Greater Minnesota

® businesses with proprietary technology or
proprietary product, process or service in:

Detailed information: mn.gov/deed/angelcredit

AIRPORT

Continued from Page 1C—

established in  October
2013. The group is made up
of members from the city,
city council, economic de-
velopment authority, airport
commission, aviation busi-
ness owners, surrounding
landowners, county staffers,
airport tenants, MnDOT and
FAA.

The group supports a run-
way expansion to help the
airport meet the needs of
the existing and future us-
ers, and to support the eco-
nomic growth of Owatonna,
according to Beaver.

There has been extensive
growth around the airport in
recent years. “With the com-
munity growth, we want to
make sure we are planning
for our future growth,” Bea-
ver said.

He said the advisory
group and the city will have
to approve the master plan.
Once it is approved locally,
it will be sent to MnDOT
and the FAA for review and
approval.

Owatonna is one of 140
airports across the state and
is considered one of 25 “key
systems airports.” There are
54 aircraft based out of the
Owatonna airport.

Beaver said he expects
more growth and use of
the airport. He looks at the
airport as “another tool for
economic development” of
the area. He said the airport
is often factored into the de-
cision of companies looking
to relocate to the area.

“It serves the public
pretty well,” Beaver said
of the local airport. “We’re
pretty proud of our existing
airport. There is an invest-
ment here that we want to
protect.”

WHAT’S NEXT

What: An open house
at Degner Regional
Airport in Owatonna.
When: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 14.
Why: The unveiling

of a 20-year master
plan, a requirement of
the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA).
A short presentation
will take place at 6
p.m.

v/ Manufacturing
v Transportation

Department of Employment and Economic Development
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PROM HAIR HOW-TO

Prom and graduation season has arrived, and
students everywhere are on the lookout for formal
attire to wear to these special occasions.

Once promgoers have chosen their beaded gowns
and sleek tuxedos, prom-worthy hair is next on their
priority lists. A fresh haircut or an intricate updo
can perfectly complement a well-planned wardrobe.
Some promgoers will dabble in styling techniques
and products at home, but many will be visiting
salons to perfect their prom looks.

For girls, prom presents an opportunity to indulge
in a complete grooming package that will include
hair, makeup, nails, and faux tanning.

Salons are bound to fill appointments quickly, so
teens should start planning their prom looks early
on. The following tips can help you look your best
come prom night.

SELECT YOUR DRESS AND JEWELRY FIRST.
Choosing your dress and jewelry first allows you to
customize your prom hairstyle to complement the
rest of your look. Many girls want to follow a theme,
such as romantic or sleek, come prom night, and
hairstyle is an important element of such themes.

BOOK A TRIAL APPOINTMENT AT THE SALON.
When booking your hairstyle appointment, which
should be done at least a month in advance of prom
night, book a trial appointment as well. Bring pho-
tos of your gown to your trial appointment and ask
the stylist to make suggestions on which looks will
complement the gown.

KEEP YOUR HAIR TEXTURE AND CUT IN MIND
WHEN CHOOSING A HAIRSTYLE. Although great
stylists often can work magic with your hair, they
can't do the impossible. If you have short hair and
want a long, cascading style, you will need to invest
in extensions. Ladies with naturally curly hair may
have to spend more time in the chair having their
hair straightened if they want a sleek bob. Some-
times it’s in your best interest to work with your
hair’s natural texture.

GET A GRASP OF YOUR ROLE IN CRAFT-

ING YOUR HAIRSTYLE. Speak with your stylist
about how long before prom you should undergo
any chemical processes, including perms, coloring,
straightening, or relaxing treatments. Do not make
drastic changes right before the prom. Any modi-
fications should be made a few months before the
big night so you can get acclimated to your new hair
and make any necessary adjustments.

TAKE CARE OF YOUR HAIR SO THATIT IS
HEALTHY ON PROM NIGHT. Stick to a regular
hair maintenance schedule, including trims every
four to six weeks, so your locks look healthy on
prom night. Depending on your hair texture, a styl-
ist may recommend deep-conditioning treatments.
Always be gentle with your hair, avoiding tugging or
harsh brushing while it is wet, as such treatment can

lead to breakage.

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE IF YOU ARE
GOING IT ALONE. Make several trial runs if you
plan to do your own hair, asking a friend or family
member for help if you have difficulty working on

your own hair.

DON'T GO CRAZY CLEANING YOUR HAIR.
Oftentimes, complicated styles are more easily
achieved with slightly “dirty” hair. Do not wash
your hair the day of the prom; do so the day before
so your hair has more grip and will be less likely to
slip out of pins or other hair accessories on the big

Book prom hair appointments early and ask your stylist to try a few different looks so you find one you like.

day. Adding a little texturizer or pomade to hair can
thicken it up and give it more hold as well.

HAVE A BACKUP PLAN AT THE READY. A

backup plan covers you if your hair simply isn't

PROM DATES:

Blooming Prairie: May 2 e 4 p.m. - High School Gym
Triton: April 25 ¢ 3 p.m. - East Gym
NRHEG: May 2 ¢ 4 p.m. - High School Gym
Owatonna: May 9 e 4-Seasons ¢ 9-Midnight e 7:30 Grand March
Medford: May 2

DBelles @ OBeaus

BRIDAL & FORMAL WEAR

30% OFF Regular priced prom |
gowns now through May

Also, $40 off prom tuxes, Like us on Facebook
and get another $5 off your prom tux! )

cooperating or if the weather is not conducive to
the style you selected. A sleek chignon or a messy
French twist can reign in problem hair.

CALL THE SALON BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE
HOUSE TO ENSURE THE STYLIST IS RUNNING
ON TIME. Call ahead so you aren't left twiddling
your thumbs as you wait for a tardy stylist at the

salon. In addition, wear a shirt that can be removed
easily without disrupting your newly styled hair as
you change into your dress.

DON'T FORGET HAIR ACCESSORIES. Ask your
stylist to recommend any accessories you may need
to keep your hair looking great through the night

and don't forget them at home.
KEEP YOUR MAKEUP ARTIST IN THE LOOP. If

a makeup artist will be doing your makeup, be sure

he or she is brought up to speed on your prom night

hairstyle and the type of dress you will be wearing. We have suspenders and socks that match!

Prom night is a chance for teens to add some glam-

our to their lives. Hairstyles are a big part of the Hours: M 10-7, TWF 10-6, Sat 9-4 and Sunday noon-4

311 Main Street N, Austin ¢ 437-6955 « www.bellesnbeaus.com

finished look, so consideration should be given to
styles and the work necessary to keep hair looking
great through the night.

= SISTERS SALON
& Dayfpa/
PROM SPECIAL!

Norvell Sunless Tanning booth for $25
(a $10 savings Expire. May 9, 2015)

EE 8 (507) 451-2741

1293 21st Ave * NW Owatonna MN 55060

Qo WO | ¢

At A Touch quharm we can helpyou put the

* Wrist corsages done on keepsake bracelets

e Boutonnieres

A Touch of Charm

330 E. Main ° Blooming Prairie
atouchofcharmonline.com

583-7637

ﬁnishing touch on your prom attire.

To help you chose the perfect flowers to compliment your
dress and tuxedo, feel free to bring in any pictures you
may have of your dress, flowers you like or samples of

your dress color.

451-81 16 « www.cASHWISE.COM * 495 W. NORTH STREET, OWATONNA
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Renovation of old power plant closer to done

Flood five years
ago destroyed
its bottom floor

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

Nearly five years after the
June 2010 flood, the Owatonna
Public Utilities revamp of the
old power plant is nearing com-
pletion.

After the flood destroyed the
first floor of OPU’s previous of-
fice, formerly on the south side
of the plant, and wreaked havoc
on the power plant, OPU had a
decision to make.

“We had to figure out what to
do. People were displaced. We
needed to get the community
involved and have our custom-
ers help us make the right deci-
sions,” said OPU General Man-
ager Mark Fritsch.

OPU explored many options,
including relocating to a dif-
ferent area of town, repurpos-
ing the power plant or tearing
down it down. After the flood,
the Owatonna City Commission
had a big decision to make and
wanted to include the public,
so it held various presentations
around the community to gather
input.

“The comments we got back
when we started looking at the
different options were that peo-
ple saw this power plant as an
iconic part of Owatonna. Typi-
cally, old power plants are seen
in some cities as eyesores and
they can’t wait to get them torn
down, but this became such a
big part of the city for a lot of
different reasons ... the employ-
ees working here, the tours, the
steam whistle ...” Fritsch said.

The commission also explored
the economics behind the deci-
sion. In the end, it would have
been much more costly for OPU
to relocate, build a new facility
and tear down the power plant.

“It would’ve been more ex-
pensive to build in a green field
area, and then you have the cost
of what to do with this building.
You have a building with well
over a million dollars” worth of
hazardous materials, waste and
asbestos,” he said.

Fritsch estimated it would’ve
been around a $20 million project,
plus an additional $2 million to do
something with the old plant. Al-
though repurposing the plant had
its own challenges, OPU decided
it was the best option.

“It wasn’t ideal for opera-
tions because in a green field
we could’ve built everything
together all at once. When you
looked at the economics, it was
the best option for us to stay
here and repurpose the plant,”
he said. “It wasn’t optimal,
yet it met our main purpose. It
would’ve been great if we could
have storage, a warehouse and
a whole bunch of other vehicle
storage in place, but there is not
enough room here to do that.”

In 2012 OPU came up with a

THE NEW SKIDS ON THE BLOCK:

master plan, and demolition be-
gan July 2012 with construction
starting in July 2013.

The original total project was
estimated to be $14 million,
with $4.7 million being covered
by FEMA and the rest coming
from OPU’s reserves. However,
a few changes and unexpected
costs came along the way.

Originally the thought was to
complete the third floor of the
plant at a later date; however, it
was recommended to do it all at
once by the construction com-
pany, Owatonna-based Rocon
Construction, as the building
would have to be shut down dur-
ing the project.

During ground excavation
crews found the soil had been
contaminated by fuel oil along
with a parking lot that was in bad
shape and had to be replaced.
When it was all said and done,
the total had gone up to around
$15.2 million.

“One of the goals the com-
mission had was that we need-
ed to come up with a plan that
wouldn’t affect rates, so we
needed to fund this with what-
ever reserves we had as well as

FEMA money,” Fritsch said.

The renovation included the
demolition of old equipment and
added a lobby, a break room, a
wellness room for employees,
restrooms and a large confer-
ence room for the commission
to meet in, which can be used by
nonprofits.

The architect behind the de-
sign, Leo A Daly, tried to incor-
porate many old pieces from the
power plant into the new and up-
dated design. The original beams
still stand, the old grading from
the plant that was used to walk
on is incorporated into railing,
canopies and walls and some of
the old glass is used alongside the
new glass from Viracon.

There are also old trinkets
around the facility such as old
water valve wheels, temperature
gauges and boiler doors.

“The whole design was set
around how to keep the iconic
nature of the facility and still
meet all of our operational needs
that we needed to do on the in-
side,” Fritsch said.

The building also was de-
signed with the expectation that
it will flood again.

-
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GEHL R SERIES MID-SIZE SKID LOADERS

\ Three all-new additions to the R Series Skid Loader line combine

the reliability and features the industry has come to expect from

Gehl. These skid loaders feature an all-new operator station
with an integrated digital display, new load arm design
with mcreased ws:bmty, Tier IV engines and several
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CONSTRUCTION, TURF
& AG EQUIPMENT

Come see
us at the farm
A

rt h |a n d 2250 Austin Rd., Owatonna s 507-451-3131
GeHL. B

gehl.com

Gehl Compact Equipment

“We know the Straight River is
going to flood again. This plant
was designed to flood. We have
flood vents down below that will
open up when the water pressure
hits a certain point, once the river
goes down we just have to flush
and clean that area out and we are
good to go again. We won’t have
to evacuate the plant like we did
before,” Fritsch said.

Fritsch added a big benefit of

the project is that all the groups of
OPU are now housed together un-
der one roof, which enhances their
efficiency and communication.
All that is left to be completed
of the project is a parking lot,
the east entrance and the land-
scaping around the building.
Fritsch says everything will be
completed well before the open
house, June 18. During the open
house the public will be invited
to go on tours of the facility and

Staff photos by Shannon Kinley
Owatonna Public Utilities opted to turn the area’s old power
plant into its new office after the old one was destroyed in the
June 2010 flood.

key players behind the renova-
tion will be recognized in a cer-
emony.

Fritsch says they hope to add
on a warehouse in the future, an
estimated $6 million project, but
they do not have the funds to do
so currently. The third floor will
lie vacant for now with the po-
tential of OPU renting it out as
office space or for some other

purpose.

OWATONNA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Creek School

APRIL 13-16 -Youth Soccer begins

Centre 1-4 pm

Brooktree Golf Course

MAY 5 - Summer Regjistration Begins
MAY 5- Summer Brochure Out

APRIL 21 - Annual BGA meeting at Brooktree Clubhouse 7pm

APRIL 21 - Adult Softball schedule handout, Annual Meeting,
mandatory managers meeting

APRIL 25 - 2nd Annual Munchkin Market at the Four Season

APRIL 25 - 2nd Annual Bark and Rec at the Four Seasons
Centre 9am-1 pm

APRIL - Last week in April-League play begins this week at

MAY 25 - Memorial Day - Park & Recreation office, Senior-
Place and Tennis & Fitness Center closed

MAY 26 - Little League Baseball kickoff at the Four Seasons
MAY 30 - Elk’s Shootout

APRIL 7 - Coaches meeting for Youth Soccer
APRIL 11 - Lightning League Softball evaluation at Willow

APRIL 11 - Pre-season evaluations for Little League at OJHS

MAY 8 - Deadline for Youth T-ball, and Squirt ball
MAY 24 - Tennis & Fitness Center closed

OWATONNA PARKS AND RECREATION
WWW.CL.OWATONNA.MN.US
507-444-4321 EXT. 3

JUNE 1 - Coaches meeting for T-ball and Squirt ball

JUNE 4 - River Springs Water Park opens for the season
12:00-8:00 pm

JUNE 13 -Therapeutic Recreation Friday Camp begins
JUNE 9 - Learn to Skate Hockey begins
JUNE 20 - Movie in Central Park

JULY 3 - Parks & Recreation office, SeniorPlace and
Tennis & Fitness Center Closed

JULY 6-7 - Jr. Golf program begins
JULY 17 - Movie in Central Park
JULY 17-19 - Owatonna'’s 5th Annual Weekend out

BEST FEE GUARANTEE

‘%é

Did you know

‘ Schedule your child’s FREE
smile evaluation today!

is the recommended
age for

%/&‘

Local Family Owned
and Operated Since 1994

Personal Service You Just Can’t Get From A Large Corporation

When you have had it with the Large Corporate Companies, We offer you a Friendly

Small town way of doing business. Unlike our World Wide Competitors who rely on a
contract to ensure your patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 - P.O. Box 321 - Owatonna
email: inffo@stewartsanitation.com

2 Free Months of Regular

Residential Service!
*Call for details

SM

‘ EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

507-455-3002 - 800-832-3002
812 S. EIm, Owatonna, MN 55060
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Sisters Karen Rogers, of Owatonna (left) and Ida Hennagir of Bertram, Minnesota, enjoy
repurposing what others would consider “junk” into pieces of art.

Iwo sisters specialize in turning
the unwanted into treasures

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

Many people would consider broken mir-
rors, chair legs and ceiling fans junk, but for
sisters Karen Rogers and Ida Hennagir, it is far
from that.

Hennagir has been repurposing stuff for
about 35 years, and Rogers for 20. Four years
ago it became a hobby they could do together.

“We grew up with our parents fixing and us-
ing what they could,” Rogers said. Hennagir
added, “We were taught to never throw any-
thing away. For me it was out of necessity. We
had little money, so I made what we needed
and it got to be fun.”

The two laughed and said, “we have turned
into our parents.”

Whereas Rogers enjoys repurposing furni-
ture, Hennagir enjoys doing tiling and mosaic
projects.

The two work on projects on their own but
try to meet up weekly to work together. This is
a challenge because Rogers lives in Owatonna
and Hennagir four hours away in Bertram,
Minnesota.

Over the years the two have made a variety
of things from the “junk” that no one wants
anymore. Hennagir has made a lawn ornament
for her garden by covering a bowling ball with
broken pieces of a mirror and a birdbath out of
an old TV dish that she covered with mosaic
pieces. Rogers has made a coffee table out of
old apple crates and bead board and shelves
out of an old chicken coop.

“For me it is just fun to find something and
see what we can do with it,” Rogers said.
Hennagir added, “It is finding something that
someone is going to throw away or finding it
somewhere really cheap.”

Together the two have made flowers out of
lawn mower blades, turned an old outhouse
into a garden shed and repurposed windows to
be a decoration by drawing or painting them.

“We don’t leave too many things on the side
of the road. We pick up whatever we can find,”
Hennagir said.

One of their newest creations is making
dragonflies out of old ceiling fan blades, chair
legs and broken mirrors. Hennagir got the idea
last summer after she saw someone else re-
purpose fan blades and saw an overwhelming
number of dragonflies.

Hennagir showed her finding to Rogers and
together the two have completed about 25. The
process starts by picking out the fan blades for
the wings and the chair leg for the body. Then
they spray-paint the wings and body the color
of their choosing, break pieces of the mirrors,
cover the wings with a silicone adhesive and
add the broken pieces of glass to the wings to
give it a mosaic look. The final step is adding
the body to the wings.

They have made small, medium and large
ones, with the small ones taking five hours
to complete, including the drying time if they
were to do it all at once.

Normally, though, the sisters do a little bit
at a time.

“I do it (repurpose) because I love to. It is a
hobby for me. It is relaxing and it’s a stress-
reliever,” Rogers said. “It is fun to see what
you can create.”

Hennagir added, “I like working with my
hands. I just do it so I can keep doing stuff,
trying new stuff and having enough money so
I can buy supplies.” Once the dragonflies and
other creations are complete, the sisters either
give them away as gifts, donate them or sell
them online through various Facebook groups
such as “Buy and Sell Crafts ~ Furniture,
Owatonna.”

Rogers and Hennagir look at the makings of some of their work, which also is shown above.

FROM SCIENCE
TO THE ART)

A German-born artist made an uncommon career change

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

laudia Poser, a for-
mer poly scientist,
never imagined that
one day her heart
would lead her in a different
direction and she would be-
come a professional artist.

Poser grew up in Germany
and always had an eye for the
arts, thanks to her mother.

“T always liked making things,
and I had spent a lot of time
looking at art as a kid because my
mother was very interested in it.
She took me to lots of art muse-
ums and we spent a lot of time
looking at buildings,” she said.

Poser moved to the United
States in 1966 when she was
13 years old after her dad’s
company opened a branch in
South Carolina. She decided
to pursue a career in the sci-
ences, attended the University
of Massachusetts and gradu-
ated with a PhD in chemistry.

Poser then moved to Minne-
sota in 1979 to begin her career
as a poly scientist doing research
for 3M, but after 10 years she
decided to call it quits because
the large corporate environ-
ment was not a good fit for her.

“I think the reason I became a
scientist was partially because pa-
rental pressure and that is what I
was good at, but once [ had done
it for 10 years I just wasn’t happy
doing it. I decided to quit and try
to figure out what I did want to
do when I grew up,” she said.

Poser decided to start writ-
ing as a form of relaxation and
eventually published a memoir
about her family titled “Dream-
ing in German.” While she
was writing she started tak-
ing classes at Northern Clay
Center in Minneapolis.

“I was going crazy spend-
ing all my time alone with the
computer. Gradually I got really
interested in ceramics, and after
I finished the book I got more
serious about it,” she said. “I just
somehow felt that I was some-
how all out of words. I couldn’t
write anymore. Doing work with
my hands was much more acces-
sible at that point in my life.”

In 1996 Poser decided to
rent a studio space, and in 2007
and 2008 she participated in
the WARM Mentor Program
in Minneapolis, where she
got to work alongside a more
established artist to get her
feet wet in the industry.

“I was trying to find my artistic
voice and at the same time I
was also trying to learn how to
get my work out into the world.
It is a really great program, the
people in the program. You get
to know a lot of other women
artists, so you establish a nice
network of people,” she said.

From there her ca-
reer took off, and success
came “rather quickly.”

“I posted some of my work on
mnartists.org and shortly after I
got contacted by an art consul-
tant who had seen my work and
commissioned me to do a 12 feet
by 12 feet piece for the lobby
(of the Westin Edina Galleria),”
she said. “When that happened
I was pretty surprised. I hadn’t
ever sold anything bigger than
a bowl and I had never made
anything much bigger than 3 feet
by 3 feet. It was exciting and a
real boost to my confidence.”

Today Poser serves as a
mentor of the WARM pro-
gram and shows her work
in her own studio as well as
other galleries across the state.
Typically she does three to
five shows with other artists
a year and one solo show.

“I love working with my
hands and the creative sur-
prises that you get. Often when
I start working on something
I have a vague idea of what I
am trying to do and while I am
working I come up with such
great ideas and they are often
a surprise to me,” she said.

Staff photos by Shannon Kinley
Claudia Poser, who started out her career as a poly scientist, is
now an established author and artist. She lives in Maplewood
and owns her own studio in the Northrup King Building in
Minneapolis. Some of her work is shown below.

Poser says the biggest chal-
lenge is trying to find the time
to dedicate to her art because
other things always come up,
such as parenting, taking care
of a family member or life in
general. It is also a challenge
to balance the amount of time
she spends on actually making
her art versus marketing it.

If you go

Claudia Poser’s work will be
on display from Tuesday, April
7, through Sunday, April 25,
at the Owatonna Arts Center.

Poser’s medium is
terra cotta or red clay.

“One of the reasons I like
to use red clay is because it
was used a lot by Mediter-
ranean potters, it goes back
to Greece and Rome and I’ve
always felt really connected
to those cultures. It feels like
I am working with some-
thing really old,” she said.

Poser will have a collec-
tion of about 16 pieces on

display ranging in size with

the largest being 6 feet wide

by 4 feet tall. Poser’s work
mainly consists of many smaller
pieces arranged together to
create one large piece.

“I make work that tends to
be a piece that is repeated.

I repeat a shape and do it

in different sizes and tex-
tures, and then I use that in
various patterns. | make the
pieces and I arrange them until
they feel right,” she said.

Her work uses very earthy
and basic colors and draws
from inspiration from patterns
she sees in nature. One of the
pieces on display was inspired
by cave paintings and another is
a tribute to endangered animals.

Silvan Durben, OAC artis-
tic director, said that “It is her
sensitivity to shape and form,
the organic feeling of the pods
and the tactful and essential
images that come to mind when
seeing the arts.” Her sensitivity
to media, use and interpretation
that attracted him to her work.
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Out with the old, in with the new: Ellendale sign plans finalized

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

A new sign soon will greet
people entering Ellendale from
the west.

The truck stop that had stood
there has been torn down, and
the replacement will include an
80-foot sign for Casey’s General
Store featuring digital elements
near the southbound lanes at In-
terstate 35. No timetable for in-
stallation was discussed.

Also during Thursday’s City
Council meeting:

* Mayor Mark Skroch asked
if members had received feed-
back about a previous public
hearing, during which Skroch
spoke in favor of canceling the
city’s police-coverage contract
and Steele County Sheriff Lon
Thiele recommended keeping
it. Skroch said he’d heard from
people who favor canceling the
contract; other council mem-
bers said they’d received mixed
feedback. A vote on the issue is
expected at the council’s next
meeting, set for April 9.

* City Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg
said she had been receiving calls
about the city’s annual cleanup
day. The council agreed to hold
it on the first Saturday in May,

as usual.

* The council approved giving
$3,000 to the fire relief fund as a
thank-you; it goes toward mem-
bers’ retirement.

* Hojberg asked if anyone
wanted to attend a League of
Minnesota Cities conference in
late May in Duluth, adding that
it costs $125 provided the fee is
paid by May 1. She said she at-
tended a convention for clerks
last year in St. Cloud, describ-
ing it as “really, really good.”
Skroch said he instead would
attend one of the regional meet-
ings held in Mankato, Kasson
and Rochester.

* The council reviewed and
agreed to pay claims in the
amount of $15,591.

* Hojberg said the city fire de-
partment and council are inter-
ested in creating an addition for
the department’s building so all
fire vehicles can be stored in the
same place.

* A motion was made and ac-
cepted to hire James Blilie.

* Skroch mentioned interest in
placing a dehumidifier in coun-
cil chambers, saying visitors had
been complaining about odor.

* The council approved giving
$500 to the church summer rec-
reation program.

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

Only rubble remains in the place where a new sign for Casey’s General Store soon will rise at Ellendale.

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

Norrine Jensen of Ellendale has been monitoring the ice on Beaver Lake from her front yard for the past 26 years for a New York
professor. She records both the ice-on and ice-off dates every year. This year’s official ice-out date on Beaver Lake was March 20.

Beaver Lake hit its ice-out date March 20

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

A definite sign of spring is
in the air, and in the water, in
Steele County.

Beaver Lake, located several
miles west of Ellendale, is back
to liquid again as it became ice-
free on March 20, about three
weeks ahead of the past couple
years. The “ice-out” is a peren-
nial rebirth of the summer recre-
ational season.

Norrine Jensen, who lives on
the lake, has been monitoring
the ice on Beaver Lake since
1989.

She records both the ice-on
and ice-off dates each year. The
information is passed onto Dr.
Kenton Stewart, a biological
professor at the State University
of New York.

Beaver Lake is one of 200
lakes across the country moni-
tored by Dr. Stewart. It’s not
exactly clear what he uses the
data for, but Jensen speculates it
may have something to do with

a project on global warming.

Jensen said she has no idea
how a New York professor ever
picked Beaver Lake to monitor
ice data.

Since 1989, the earliest ice-off
date was March 6 in 2000 and
the latest was April 18 in 1993,
according to Jensen’s records.

“It’s interesting,” Jensen said
of collecting ice data. She added
helping get accurate data makes
her feel responsible.

This year’s ice went pretty
fast, Jensen said. She noted that
within two weeks, the lake went
from being totally covered with
ice to having none.

She enjoys keeping a watchful
eye as her living room overlooks
the lake. Jensen said it’s fun to
watch the lake in its final days of
becoming ice-free. She looks for
moats when the water is open-
ing up around the edges. She
said she knows when the ice is
about to go because it changes
color from white to blue.

Heat, warmth and the wind
are key factors to the ice disap-
pearing, according to Jensen.

K&J TRUCKING

Ever scew 1we oeserr iv Oregon?
8 flow asour tue Mountains v Texas?

Drive for K&J Trucking, Inc of
Sioux Falls, SD and see that plus so
much more. Provide for your family
and feed the adventurer inside you.

Call Jennifer at 605-332-5531
or visit www.kandjtrucking.com

“The wind really activates the
ice disappearing,” she said.

Jensen is not sure what the ice
depth of Beaver Lake was this
past winter, but in the past it has
usually been around 36 inches.

In addition to keeping ice
data, Jensen and her husband
have kept lots of history on the

lake for decades. They have a
scrapbook filled with photos and
news articles about the lake over
the years.

“We both love history,” Jen-
sen said.

She is not certain how long
she will continue with the ice
data project.

:

NRHEG Breakfast Menu
April 7: Egg, Sausage &
Cheese on English Muffin
April 8: Oatmeal Round
April 9: Pancake & Sausage
Bites (No Salad Bar- Ellendale)
April 10: Cinnamon Roll
April 13: 2-hour late start
April 14: Mini Waffles
April 15: Muffins, Yogurt

NRHEG Lunch Menu

April 7: Chicken Patty, French
Fries, Baked Beans, Pineapple

April 8: Toasted Cheese Sand-
wich, Tomato Soup, Veggies,
Diced Peaches, String Cheese

April 9: Chicken Strips,
Whipped Potatoes, Fresh Veg-
gies, Applesauce, Fresh Fruit

April 10: Corn Dogs, Soft
Pretzel w/Cheese Sauce, Green
Beans, Mandarin Oranges

April 13: Beef Taco w/Top-
pings, Golden Corn, Seasoned
Rice, Applesauce

April 14: Turkey Gravy, Bis-
cuits, Cranberries, Peas, Cooked
Carrots, Diced Peaches, Cottage
Cheese

April 15: Hamburger on Bun,
Chips, Baked Beans, Fresh Veg-
gies, Mandarin Oranges, Rice
Krispy Bar

Kia Buendorf is in
Ms. Wimer’s third-
grade class.

She is the
daughter of Chad
and Kari Buendorf,
and they reside in
New Richland.

Kia loves
cheerleading

and dance.

Kia’s positivity

is infectious to
everyone around
her. She has a
bright outlook on
school and life in
general.

Student of the

Student of the Week is sponsored by:

She is always the
first to volunteer
to help when
someone is in
need. NRHEG is
very lucky to have
such a positive
role model in Kia!

e Macular Degeneration
e Diabetic Retinopathy

Experiencing Vision Loss?

Consider a Low Vision Evaluation.

e Head Injury
e Stroke

Call today to schedule a Low Vision Evaluation.
Call toll free (888) 882-2040

Dr. Chris Palmer, Optometrist
www.LowVisionofMN.com

THURSDAYS

TACOS

5 p.m. till Gone

VY AW WV

Ellendale Municipal Liquor
4 4 A Y 4 A A A
Now Open Sundays! ~Z

WEEKLY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS

10am - 10 pm M-W € 10 am - 1 am Thur-Sat
11:30 am - 8 pm Sun € Kitchen Open at 11 am Daily

507-684-9422
Ellendale, MN

HAPPY
HOUR

Mon-Sat 3-6 pm
All day Sun

TFN

118 5th Ave, Ellendale, MN
507 - 684 - 2471

& 5 erberg's Fitness Center
24 Hour Card Access

e

)

€1nscn

Heating, A/C, h
& Plumbing

24 hour service for all your
plumbing & heating needs

THE BOLD LOCK

We'll treat your home as
if it were our own.

256-4712
Geneva, MN

CO'KOHLER
.
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Seeking a home in edfod d are j

Officials have heard
residents want more
housing options

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

People who are looking to build a
home in Medford are in luck. There are
about a dozen lots for sale within the
city limits.

“There are approximately 10 lots that
are available in the development near the
public school and a couple lots available
in the area of 5th Avenue Southwest,”
City Administrator Andy Welti said.

In addition, the school recently put
the old football field (south of Third
Avenue Southeast and east of the aban-
doned railroad) up for sale.

As part of preparations for the city’s
recent Comprehensive Plan, officials
learned that residents would like to see
more housing options such as duplexes,
small-lot homes and townhouses as
well as the continued development of
single-family homes.

According to the Comprehensive
Plan, Medford has the highest growth
rate in Steele County. Medford has had
an average growth rate of 16.32 percent
each decade from 1960 to 2012, mean-
ing it grew from 567 to 1,392 residents.

WHOM TO CONTACT

For information on lots

for sale in Medford, go to
medfordminnesota.com or call
City Hall at 507-455-2866.

word out that there are options for both
residents looking to build homes and
sell their old ones and for new resi-
dents.

“What we are finding at City Hall is
that there are several people who are look-
ing for homes. If residents are looking at
possibly building a new home and selling
their existing home, now may be a good
time to list their home,” he said. “Now is
a prime time for people who are looking
to build new homes, so we want to make
sure they know that there are around a
dozen buildable lots that are available.”

Welti also mentioned that there has
been “steady interest” from people
wanting to buy existing homes.

“We know that the number of homes
that are for sale in Medford aren’t meet-
ing that demand,” Welti said.

In Medford, Realtor.com lists seven
houses for sale, three of which are listed
as pending, four lots for sale and zero
rental properties available. Berkshire
Hathaway lists four houses for sale,
four lots for sale and zero properties
available for rent. Edina Reality has six

FOR 16
AlE ACRES
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About a dozen lots are available in Medford. Medford School recently put its property of the old football field south of

Third Avenue Southeast up for sale.
houses for sale, two of which are listed
as pending, four lots for sale and zero
properties available to rent.

“Medford is a highly desirable com-
munity because of the school district,
the small-town feel and because it is
located between two regional centers,
Owatonna and Faribault. It is within an

hour drive of Rochester, Mankato and
the Twin Cities,” Welti said.

To determine the city’s housing needs
and plan for the future, Medford offi-
cials are looking to do a comprehen-
sive housing study with the Owatonna
Housing Redevelopment Authority in
2016.

The study will indicate how many
buildable lots, rental units, single-
family homes, multi-family homes and
assisted-living facilities the community
would need to meet future demand.

Welti guesses the study would be
held in early 2016, with the information
being available in summer 2016.

Welti said the city wants to get the
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Medford School Breakfast
Menu

April 7: WG French Toast
Sticks w/Syrup, Tri Tator OR
Choice of WG Cereal, WW
Toast, Jelly / Margarine, Veg-
etable Selection, Fruit / Juice,
Milk

April 8: Breakfast Fruit
Crisp OR Choice of WG Ce-
real, WW Toast, Jelly / Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection, Fruit
/ Juice, Milk

April 9: Yogurt w/ Fruit
and Homemade Granola OR
Choice of WG Cereal, WW
Toast, Jelly / Margarine, Veg-
etable Selection, Fruit / Juice,
Milk

April 10: Ham and Cheese
Bagel OR Choice of WG Ce-
real, WW Toast, Jelly / Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection, Fruit
/ Juice, Milk

April 13: Bacon Breakfast
Pizza OR Choice of WG Ce-
real, WW Toast, Jelly / Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection, Fruit
/ Juice, Milk

April 14: Banana Chocolate
Chip, Bread w/Hard Boiled
Egg OR Choice of WG Cereal,
WW Toast, Jelly / Margarine,
Vegetable Selection, Fruit /
Juice, Milk

April 15: WG Cinnamon
Roll OR Choice of WG Cereal,
WW Toast, Jelly / Margarine,
Vegetable Selection, Fruit /
Juice, Milk

Medford School Lunch
Menu

April 7: Sloppy Joe or Fish
on WG Bun, Turkey Sub, Har-
vest Chicken Salad, Broccoli,
Cucumbers, Corn, Choice of
Fruit

April 8: Beefy Nachos w/
Homemade Cheese Sauce,
Crispy Chicken Wrap, Turkey
BLT Salad, Spinach, Baby
Carrots, Celery Sticks, Choice
of Fruit

April 9: Parmesan Chicken
Bites, Marinara, WG Pasta,
Honey Mustard Ham Wrap,
Cravin Craisin Salad, Green
Beans, Tomatoes, Cucumbers,
Choice of Fruit

April 10: Spaghetti with
Meat Sauce, Garlic Toast, Yo-
gurt Pak, Taco Salad, Glazed
Carrots, Green Peas, Broccoli,
Choice of Fruit

April 13: Popcorn Chicken
Bowl-, Combo Sliders, Chick-
en Caesar Salad, Mashed Pota-
toes, Baby Carrots, Cauliflow-
er, Choice of Fruit

April 14: Chicken Alfredo
over Pasta, Garlic Breadstick,
Deli Sandwich, 7 Layer Salad,
Baked Beans, Romaine Let-
tuce, Celery Sticks, Choice of

Comprehensive plan WI// be a foundation for Medford

By LOIS M. NELSON

Since the beginning of the the city and with their
year, the City of Medford valued years experi-
has been organizing around ence provide history
the now completed and ac- and background to
cepted comprehensive plan. our planning process.

The plan will serve as the
community’s foundation for
residential and economic growth
for the next five to 10 years.
On March 2, Andy Welti,
accepted and started as our
fulltime city administrator.
Last fall, the Council had
identified a number of tasks
for the new administrator to be
researched and developed early
this year. Andy has been with
us since the end of October in
an interim assignment so has
been involved in finalizing the
2015 budget, working with
all city staff, appointing board
members and the Council, and
being introduced to numerous
business people and residents.
In addition to Andy, we
have a number of experienced
staff members that are vis-
ible daily and do much of the
work of city operations. Often
behind the scenes, they are the
ones who take care of the city
infrastructure-streets, water and
wastewater, manage the office
reporting systems and keep our
municipal liquor store operating.
Craig O’Hearn has been
with us for 18 years as Muni
Manager. He and the entire
muni staff have the responsi-
bility of service to the public
of both on and off-sale liquor
sales, working with the pool
and dart players, managing the
Friday night meat raffles, and
scheduling of events that bring
in more people with a goal of
generating revenue that can be
designated to the general fund
helping to reduce annual taxes
to businesses and residents.
Rich Kucera, Department
of Public Works Director and
Amber Kniefel, City Clerk, have
both worked for the city for
more than 10 years. Both indi-
viduals are involved in the day-

to-day operations of

Two additional
fulltime employees
are part of the public
works team—Adam
Jirak and Jason
Biesterfeld and you
can find them around
town taking care of the season’s
accumulated potholes, plowing
snow, providing general mainte-
nance and working at the water
and wastewater operations.

We’ve just finished the ice
skating season and planning for
the pool season-an operation
that is scheduled to open the
week following the last week of
school. The city has a number
of part-time seasonal people that
have the responsibility of operat-
ing these areas that serve our
residents and visitors with added
outside activities. Steve Clark,
part-time-seasonal employee,
had started cleaning up the win-
ter debris at Straight River Park
prior to the recent snow storm.
He will be out working on city
properties with warmer weather.

Each of the Council mem-
bers has advisory roles to staff
in various key areas of the city
operations. The assignment is
based on both personal interest
and knowledge of the area of re-
sponsibility. Marie Sexton is the
longest serving Council member
serving since 1997 with a few
years off. Her commitment to all
city park areas is commendable
as the city works to maintain all
properties and develop them to
meet the interests of our resi-
dents. Over the years, she has
researched and organized grants
to defer some of the project
costs for the city. She also rep-
resents Medford on the Steele
County Parks and Recreation
Committee. Marie also serves
on the city budget committee.

Chad Merritt began his

RECIPE CORNER
Hamburger Hot Dish

Jensen

second term on the
Council in January.
With his background
in construction man-
agement, he serves as
advisor to our street
projects. The city will
be more aggressive
in scheduling regular
maintenance for our
streets to prolong their
lives in the next few
years. We do know
that in 2019-2020 reconstruction
of Main Street-County Road 45
will be done in collaboration
with the county. The water and
sewer lines are both undersized
and too shallow resulting in
work on their replacement as
well as updating the street,
sidewalks will be part of the
discussion and planning prior
to actual construction. Since
Main Street is also the home of
numerous businesses, access

to them to minimalize loss of
customers will be critical.

Keith Maas also began his
second term in January. Keith
brings a special perspec-
tive as both a long-time city
employee and now, working
for the City of Owatonna at its
waste-water facility. He serves
in the advisory role for our
sewer and water operations.

He also serves on the city’s
human resources committee.

Linda Dusek joined the coun-
cil the beginning of the year. She
serves on both the Economic
Development Authority Board
for the city and is a part of the
capital planning committee. As
a 15-year resident of the com-
munity and involved in the local
business, J&L Collision, her
perspectives on business growth
are critical in the years to come.

As Mayor, I also serve on
the committees mentioned and
the EDA Board. On this board,
we have two council members.
Retaining businesses that are
out growing their facilities and
attracting new businesses are a
part of this board’s continued
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* 1 lb. ground beef
* 1 med. onion, chopped ¢ 8 med. potatoes

e 2 cans cream-style corn

» 2 stalks celery, chopped e« Salt & Pepper

Brown ground beef in a large frying pan over medium heat.
Add chopped onion and celery. Add salt and pepper, corn and

By Shirley Johnson

potatoes. Simmer until done.

effort. Building on collabora-
tions and expanding our contact
network, will lead to more
interest and inquiries. The EDA
Board in reviewing the com-
prehensive plan also recognizes
that housing is a critical issue
in Medford. We have numerous
acres available for housing and
need to work with interested
developers to build family hous-
ing and retirement communi-
ties to possibly free up some
of the existing housing stock.
Other boards are also estab-
lished to support various respon-

sibilities with the community as
are a number of non-profit orga-
nizations. Future columns will
introduce them to you as well.
Dealing with continued,
manageable growth in the
City of Medford will have our
attention for at least the rest of
this decade. Visit us and see
why many of us are commit-
ted to calling Medford home!

Lois M Nelson is now serving
in her third year as Medford
Mayor and can be reached

at City Hall, 507-455-2866.

pressured.

Direction with
dignity from

ﬂttlafulngwhantnldofthaduihuh
relative. And while it may seem n child
showld feel sud, the child may have
litile ungderstanding of the meaning of
death. The child may not have been
partieularly close to the deceased or
realired that death i permanent. Allow
and accept the child’s honest expression
and don*t make the child feel guilty or

FUNERAL

Cory Michaglson

chaelson

HOME

Fruit

April 15: Hot Dog on WG
Bun, Turkey Ranch Wrap,
Chef Salad, Tator Tots, Cher-
ry Tomatoes, Celery Sticks,

A

Sponsored by:
Krejci Ford

14th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie « 583-2046

Choice of Fruit

Dinection itk Digaity

wivw. michaelsonfuneral.com

S07-451-7943




Farmer’s market season is right around the corner.

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie ® 507-583-7557

- BAR BINGO: MONDAY @ 6:30 P.M. WINE TASTING “GALA”

- MEAT RAFFLES: FRIDAY @ 5:30 PM. MAY STH7-9 PM.
(MEAT PROVIDED BY GENEVAMEATS)  BENEFITS THE BOYS AND GIRLS

- APRIL 4TH: CUSTOMER CLUBOFEP.
APPRECIATION TICKETS: $12.00 IN ADVANCE / $18.00
“29” YEARS OF BUSINESS AT THE DOOR (PURCHASE TICKET BY
DRINK SPECIALS, MUNCHIESAND  APRIL 18TH: ENTER INTO A DRAWING)
LOTTERY PROMO TICKTES AVAILABLE AT J 8H
MUST BE 21 TO ATTEND

CBLOOMING PRAIRIE

April 7:

7:30 p.m. Eastern Star

April 8:

10:30 a.m. BL Story time

4:30 p.m. EDA Mtg

April 9:

4:30 p.m. BP Police Comm. Mtg

7 p.m. BP AAUW, HS GYM

April 10:

April 11:

April 12:

April 13:

5 p.m. BP Education Foundation, HS Library
6:30 p.m. BP Brd of Review

April 14:

BP Card Club & Luncheon

2:30 p.m. BPPU Comm. Mtg

3 p.m. BPES Book Fair

7 p.m. BP VFW

7 p.m. BP VFW Auxiliary

7 p.m. Knights of Columbus, First Degree &
Regular Mtg, St Columbanus, BP
7:30 p.m. BP Prairie Lodge Masons
April 15:

10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time

12 p.m. BP Chamber of Commerce

210 Fourth St. N.E. < Blooming Prairie + 507-583-7884

+ Raffle drawing first Saturday of every month
* Happy Hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
» Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 5 p.m.

LENT SPECIAL: LUNCH SPECIAL (4/8-9):
BUY ONE SHRIMP/FISH GET GOULASH AND GARLIC
ONE HALF PRICE TOAST

CELLENDALE/G ENEVA

April 7:

7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North ElInd|
April 9:

5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm

7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm

7:30 p.m. Ellendale City Council Mtg (2nd & 4th
Thurs), Training/Mtg Rm

NRHEG 2 hour late start

6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Elindl
April 14:

7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North ElInd|

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
o) N

Waseca | Ellendale | Hope | Member FDIC

fnbwaseca.com | 507-684-2691

Staff file photo

COWATONNA ]

April 7:

9:30 a.m. OPL Tale Time! 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
5 p.m. Owatonna Human Rights Commission,
2nd FIr Conference Rm, City Hall

7 p.m. Owatonna City Council, Council
Chambers, City Hall

April 9:

2 p.m. OPL Independent & World Films

4 p.m. OJHS Conferences

5:30 p.m. Owatonna Airport Commission,
Airport Lounge

6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time

7 p.m. Steele County Free Fair Board Mtg,
Mothers Rest

April 10:

6 p.m. Owa Washington PTO Carnival

EXpress

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
wWww.expresspros.com

812 S. EIm Ave. * Owatonna ¢ 507-455-3002 « 800-832-3002

CM EDFORD ]

April 7:

7 p.m. Medford Park Brd

April 8:

4 p.m. Medford Veterans Committee Mtg

April 9:

2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

April 10:

April 11:

Medford Student Council Convention

April 12:

Medford Student Council Convention

April 13:

Medford Student Council Convention

2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

April 15:

6 p.m. Medford EDA (odd months only)

First State Bank of Red Wing Medford Branch
% 5074512122

g . Weareproudtobea

P wwwisbredwing.com & 5.Gar Community Bank!

In BRiEF )

Airport house open meeting April 14

An informational open house regarding the Airport
Master Plan Update is slated for 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
April 14 at the Owatonna Degner Regional Airport.

The topics will include an overview of the master
plan project including airport inventory, airport fore-
casts, facility recommendations and alternative ana-
lyzed.

For more information contact Airport Manager
Dave Beaver at 507-774-7141.

Steele County Times « Tuesday, April 7, 2015 « 9C
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Bridges and Kindergarten
Orientation meeting set

A Bridges and Kindergarten Orientation Meeting
will be held later this month in the New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva Ellendale School.

Bridges (Pre-Kindergarten) Orientation, a Bridge
between preschool and kindergarten for five year
olds, is slated for 4:45 p.m., Monday, April 20, in
the elementary music room. A kindergarten orienta-
tion will be held at 4:45 p.m., Monday, April 27, in
the elementary music room.

COTHER COUNTIES ]

Mower

April 7:

1 p.m. Mower Co Brd of Commissioners Mtg
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym,
M/HS Gym

April 8:

Lyle City Council Meeting

11:15 a.m. Back Packer Book Club, Austin Public
Library

11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, Lyle
April 9:

Calico Hutch Quilters’ Retreat, Austin Holiday Inn
Conference Center

8 a.m. The Water Up North: Marine Landscapes
by Cheryl LeClair Sommer and Michele Wegler,
Riverland Community College

10:30 a.m. Big Day on Campus, Riverland
Community College

10:30 a.m. Storytime, Austin Public Library

3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym,
M/HS Gym

4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market - Canceled

6 p.m. Brownsdale PL Puzzle Night (subject to
change)

6 p.m. Uncork & Create: Dandelions, Austin
ArtWorks Center

7 p.m. 2015 Austinaires Show: It's Movie Night!,
Austin High School

7 p.m. AHS Austinaires Show, AHS Christgau
Hall

7 p.m. Classical Music for Dummies with Brad
Mariska, Austin ArtWorks Center

7 p.m. GM Firearms Safety Certification, Rm
A119

7:30 p.m. GM Yoga, Gym

April 10:

Calico Hutch Quilters’ Retreat, Austin Holiday Inn
Conference Center

LeRoy-Ostrander School Carnival

8 a.m. The Water Up North: Marine Landscapes
by Cheryl LeClair Sommer and Michele Wegler,
Riverland Community College

10 a.m. StoryTime! :), Grand Meadow Public
Library

11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, Lyle
1 p.m. AAUW State Convention, Austin Holiday
Inn

5 p.m. Adams SD ES Art Show & Supper, ES
Gym

5 p.m. Open Studio at the Austin ArtWorks
Center, Austin ArtWorks Center

6 p.m. Autism Family Respite Night at the YMCA,
Austin

7 p.m. 2015 Austinaires Show: It's Movie Night!,
Austin High School

7 p.m. Open Stage, Coffee House On Main,
Austin

April 11:

Calico Hutch Quilters’ Retreat, Austin Holiday Inn
Conference Center

5 p.m. Adams SD ES Student Council Activity,
Rose Creek ES Gym

7 p.m. 2015 Austinaires Show: It's Movie Night!,
Austin High School

April 12:

Calico Hutch Quilters’ Retreat, Austin Holiday Inn
Conference Center

8 a.m. Gourmet Pancake Breakfast, Cunningham
Hall, Queen of Angels Catholic Church, Austin

1 p.m. GMHS Open Gym

1 p.m. Grand Meadow Open Gym, Wrestling
Room, Weight Room

2 p.m. Adams SD Open Gym, M/HS Gym

2 p.m. Austin Symphony Presents the Beethoven
Bash Il - with Fei-Fei Dong, Pianist, Austin High
School

5 p.m. Fundraiser Evening at the Austin Country
Club, Austin Country Club

April 13:

Calico Hutch Quilters’ Retreat, Austin Holiday Inn
Conference Center

American Legion & Auxiliary Meeting, Lyle
LeRoy-Ostrander FFA Region 8 Banquet

8 a.m. The Water Up North: Marine Landscapes
by Cheryl LeClair Sommer and Michele Wegler,
Riverland Community College

- ‘_/[ Blooming Prairie
Minimizer soo-24s-3855
L

www.minimizer.com
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Local glass fabricator
outfits Vikings stadium

STORY AND PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

giant glass
castle is
taking shape
as the new
home of
the Minne-
ota Vi-
kings. Featured prominently
throughout the $1 billion
stadium will be glass manu-
factured in Steele County.

Within the past few months,
glass panels for the stadium
began rolling off the pro-
duction lines at Viracon’s
sprawling factory in Owa-
tonna. Glass will continue
to be made, off and on, until
October or November.

While workers are
thrilled to be involved in
the largest sports complex
to ever be erected in Min-
nesota, they’re taking it
all in stride and realize it’s
just another day of work.

“This is just what we do
every day,” said Seth Madole,
director of customer service,
as he led a tour around Vi-
racon’s plant. “We have 27
to 30 projects in the works
at one time,” he said.

The Vikings project is
expected to generate less than
$5 million in revenue for
Viracon. The company was
on pace to grow 12 percent
to $930 million for the fiscal
2015 year that ended in March.

While the Vikings stadium
may not be a record proj-
ect for Viracon, it’s a “nice,
big, high-profile project and
it’s in our backyard,” com-
pany officials have said.

Viracon, which was founded
in Owatonna in 1970 and has
become the top glass fabricator
in the country, will have a huge
influence on the new Vikings
stadium, as 190,000 square
feet of the 500,000-square-
foot complex will be covered
with glass. The glassmaker
will supply 10,000 glass
panels over the next eight
months. By the end, about 40
truckloads will have made the
trip from Owatonna to down-
town Minneapolis with the
glass securely wrapped up.

Said Madole: “The sta-
dium has a ton of glass.”

The steeply pitched roof will
let natural light stream in, mak-
ing the covered, glass-centric
stadium seem more like it’s out-
side. The covering will be the
world’s largest transparent roof.

The glass going into the
stadium isn’t just any ordinary
glass. Viracon is providing
high-performance insulated
glass panels. They are 5 feet
by 9 feet and weigh approxi-
mately 160 pounds each.

Each panel will consist of
two pieces of glass separated
by a dehydrated air space,
according to Garret Henson,
Viracon’s vice president of
sales. One surface will be
a solar controlled coating,
while the other piece will be
heat-treated glass, he noted.

“The glass is what makes the stadium so attractive

A Vinning-Combination

Viracon made T-shirts marking
the work on the Minnesota
Vikings’ new stadium for all its
employees.

“The glass combines not
only performance, but the
ascetics wanted,” Madole
said, adding Viracon hopes
the glass will also pro-
mote occupant comfort.

One of the prominent
features of the stadium that
excites Viracon is the huge
glass doors leading into the
complex. “The massive operat-
ing doors will allow more of
a feel of openness and that
everyone is interactive with
what’s going on,” Madole said.

Madole said Viracon is using
a transparent glass that “allows
people to be more engaged
with what is happening in the
building.” He added that peo-
ple would be able to see fans
from outside of the stadium.

The process of getting the
glass ready for shipment to
the stadium takes about three
weeks on Viracon’s produc-
tion floor. Workers begin
the process with 120-by-
204-inch glass sheets. They
are cut to size, washed, heat
treated at 1,200 degrees,
cooled down and coated.

Viracon, Madole said, is the
only place in North American
that coats its glass products.

As for the special heat
treatment, it makes the glass
stronger, according to Madole.

He estimated that 150 of
Viracon’s 1,500 employ-
ees would have had a hand
in the glass production for
the Vikings stadium.

Excitement has been build-
ing across Viracon since a
design team began working
with architects about two years
ago on the stadium project.
Once the glass began roll-
ing off the factory lines in
February, there has been an
even greater sense of purple
pride overtaking the plant.

In fact, Viracon made Vi-
kings T-shirts commemorating
the company’s involvement for
all of its employees. It’s the
second time in company his-
tory where that has happened.

What’s adding to the ex-
citement for Viracon is that
employees will see the fin-
ished product close by once
the stadium is complete. “It’s
rare that we get to see the end
result of what we do because

X Slug Here

Viracon’s influence
on new Vikings Stadium

Glass panels: 10,000

Size of panels: 5 feet by 9 feet

Glass coverage in stadium: 190,000 square
feet

Delivery method: 40 truckloads required for
delivery of glass
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At top, an artist’s rendering shows what the Minnesota Vikings stadium is set to look like. Above and below, Viracon employees tend

to their duties at the company’s factory in Owatonna.
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of the widespread nature of
our projects,” Madole said,
noting most of the company’s
biggest projects are spread
out across the country.

“This is exciting for the
employees because it gives
us an opportunity to show
our families what we do,”
Madole said. “We take pride
in the fact that our work is
going 60 miles up the road.”

Added Henson: “Emotion-
ally, this is quite important
because this is our home
state. Any time you can be
a part of something in your
own community and watch it

go up from beginning to end
and have your employees be
able to get there rather eas-
ily is super important to us.”
Owatonna Mayor Thomas
Kuntz shares in the excitement
of Viracon’s touchdown with
landing the stadium contract.
“We couldn’t be more proud
to have Owatonna represented
in the new stadium,” Kuntz
said. “The glass is what makes
the stadium so attractive and
that attractiveness comes from
the Owatonna community.”
Some of the other major
projects Viracon has sup-
plied glass for include Free-

Thomas

dom Tower, also known as
World Trade Center Tower
One, in New York, City
Center in Las Vegas and
Willshire Grand, which will
be the tallest building on the
West Coast in California.
Viracon has also been in-
volved in other sports projects,
including stadiums for the Dal-
las Cowboys, San Francisco
49ers and Miami Dolphins.
New projects call for
Viracon glass in the new
stadium in Atlanta, the
Mall of America addition in
Bloomington and the new
Wells Fargo towers rising

BLACK REGIST.

next to the Vikings stadium.

Madole said the design of
buildings within the past five
years has pushed toward more
glass architecture. “There is
a push from the design trend
to increase the amount of
glass in a building,” he said.

About 15 percent of Vira-
con’s work is international,
according to Madole.

The increasing demand for
glass led Viracon to expand
its Owatonna facility last year
with a $40 million addition.
Viracon received help with the
project from the state and city
of Owatonna. The new factory
includes a state-of-the-art ma-
chine that applies energy-effi-
cient solar-coating to the glass
so it can block UV and infrared
rays and keep a structure cool.

Mayor Kuntz is thrilled that
Viracon made the additional
investment into Owatonna.
“We were fortunate enough
to get the coater (machine) to
come to Owatonna,” he said,
adding that Viracon had also
considered a couple of other
locations for its expansion.

Viracon is the largest
employer in Steele County
with about 1,500 workers.

The new Vikings sta-
dium is slated to open for
the 2016 season, and Min-
nesota has been awarded
the Super Bowl in 2018.

“We’re excited to be a
part of it,” Madole said.

“It means a lot to us be-
cause of the local nature.”
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Preparation is underway because it’s the time of year for farmers to return to their fields.

Minnesota crop, livestock
iIncomes diverged in 2014

Strong prices and lower costs
brought record profits to many
Minnesota livestock farmers in
2014, while crop producers saw
earnings deteriorate for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

Those were among key find-
ings in the annual farm income
analysis conducted jointly by
Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities (MnSCU) and
University of Minnesota Ex-
tension. Researchers pointed to
signals that both livestock and
crop producers, however, will
face tougher times this year.

Overall, the median net farm
income for farmers in the study
was $43,129, up 3 percent from
2013 but substantially lower
than 2012’s record profits.

Net farm income includes
the farm’s contribution to fam-
ily living expenses, income
taxes, retirement and business
growth.

“These farms are businesses
that need to earn a return on
their investment as well as
feed their families from these
funds,” said Keith Olander, di-
rector of AgCentric, a MnSCU
Center of Excellence in Agri-
culture.

The median income for crop
farms was $17,003, down from
$48,120 in 2013 and $260,940
in 2012, when drought impact-
ed many states but not Min-
nesota. Prices for Minnesota’s
primary crops were generally
below cost of production in
2014, following several years
in which farms benefited from
increased commodity prices.

“Minnesota crop and live-
stock farms have been on dif-
ferent paths for several years
now,” said Dale Nordquist, Ex-
tension economist.

Last year was the best year
ever for many livestock farm-
ers, with median income
at $138,037, compared to
$97,669 in 2012 and $38,479
in 2013. Livestock producers,
who struggled with high feed
costs and low prices over the
past few years, benefited from
lower feed costs as corn and
soybean prices fell. Plus, meat
and milk prices hit all-time
highs in 2014.

Crops: Prices
and yields fall

Most of the attention in farm
country has been on declining
crop prices in the past year.

The average price received
for corn sold by participating
producers declined from $6.28
per bushel in 2013 to $4.37 in
2014. With costs of production
averaging $4.57, the average
corn producer lost money on
each bushel of corn produced.

Sugar beet producers in the
Red River Valley and West
Central Minnesota did not fare
any better. In 2012, the average
value of beets was $64 per ton.
By 2014, it had fallen to $35
per ton. The average producer
lost $230 on beets in 2014.

Soybeans sold for $11.67 per
bushel, down from $13.59 the
previous year.

Wheat sold for $6.33 per
bushel compared to $7.66 in
2013.

In much of the Corn Belt, re-
cord crop yields compensated
some for decreasing prices. In
Minnesota, though the average
yield for farms in the study was
158 bushels per acre, down 9
bushels from their 10-year av-
erage.

“The growing season didn’t
do any favors for Minnesota
farmers. Most Minnesotans
remember how cold and wet
last May and June were,” Nor-
dquist said. “That got the corn
crop off to a really slow start
and we never totally recov-
ered. There is no bright light at
the end of the tunnel for most
crop producers, either. Things
could change but at current
prices, most crop farmers will
struggle to get their costs of
production out of the market
this year.”

Livestock: Big profits
appear short-lived

The story was much better
for beef, pork and milk produc-
ers. As crop prices declined
over the past two years, so

have feed prices. At the same
time, prices for meat and milk
increased dramatically.  The
average price received for milk
increased from $20.36 per hun-
dred pounds in 2013 to $24.42.
With the average cost of pro-
duction around $20.00, dairy
producers netted about $1,200
per cow compared to $300 in
2013.

Beef and pork producers
experienced much the same
results. The price of market
weight beef increased from
$1.25 per pound in 2013 to
$1.51 in 2014. Lean pork pric-
es increased from 89 cents per
pound to $1.01.

“Beef supplies are still strug-
gling to recover from the 2012
drought so beef prices look to
remain strong for at least an-
other year,” Nordquist said.

University of Minnesota
Extension is a 100-year-old
partnership among the
university and federal, state
and county governments to
provide scientific knowledge
and expertise to the public.
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Here’s what to know about
taking good soil samples

Soil test analysis data
collected from a field or
garden can be no better
than the sample. Therefore,
proper collection of the soil
sample is extremely impor-
tant. Representative samples
are as important to get good
data back for those farming
thousands of acres to those
planting the home garden.

Soil tests can be submitted
to a private soil testing lab or
they can be submitted to the
University of Minnesota Soil
Testing Laboratory. Many
local county extension offices
have the submission forms
and soil testing bags. The
informational sheets are listed
on the U of M Soil Labora-
tory Website: http://soiltest.
cfans.umn.edu/ or you can
directly contact the labora-
tory at (612) 625-3101.

Soil test data can provide
data that indicates soil fertil-
ity, pH, and organic matter.
Fertilizer recommendations
are made corresponding to the
soil test data. Common tests
include phosphorus (P), potas-
sium (K), organic matter, and
pH requirements. The most
common fertilizer used for
a fertility program is nitro-
gen. Nitrogen (N) is not tested
for as often with a soil test due
to nitrogen’s ever changing
chemical forms in the soil.

Start by dividing the field/
garden/lawn into areas that
have the same soil color and
texture, cropping history, and
fertilizer, lime and manure
treatments. On farmland and
acreages, use of soil survey
maps that indicate soil types,
slope phase and erosion phase
are useful because organic
matter, nutrient levels and soil
pH can vary following these
map units. One sample should
not represent more than 20
acres on level, uniform land-
scapes, or 5 acres on hilly or
rolling land. Soil sampling us-
ing an intensive grid pattern of
at least 2.5 acres in size is an-
other option for growers work-
ing with a crop consultant or
agricultural professional.

Sample each area for
composite samples, which

ON THE
FARM

Karen Anderson

means you are pulling a large
amount of samples and then
you will condense. Within
each area collect 15-30 sub
samples (cores, borings,
or spade slices) in a zig-
zag pattern throughout the
designated field area. The
more variable the soil, the
more sub samples should be
combined per area sampled.
Scrape off all surface residues
from the sub sample site.
Sample the soil to a depth
of 6-8 inches (plow layer) for
cultivated crops, or 3 inches
for pasture, lawns or sod
fields. Sample row crop fields
between rows, except for
ridge till plantings. Also avoid
sampling dead or back fur-
rows, terraces, old fence rows,
lime or fertilizer spill areas,
headlands, eroded knolls,

,

Darrell Ingvaldson,
FARM BUREAU AGENT

100 S Mill Street
Brownsdale, MN 55918

507-567-2296

Association. H1C-ML-BC {4-12)

AL

For the health of all.

Authorized independent a?ent for Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota, a nonprofit independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield

low spots, or small saline
areas. Sample at least 300 feet
away from gravel or crushed
limestone roads because

their dust changes soil ph.

Mix the sub samples thor-
oughly in a clean plastic pail,
and fill the sample box or bag
to the fill line (1 pint). If the
samples must be taken wet,
they should be dried before
being mixed and submitted
to the Laboratory. Do not
exceed a drying tempera-
ture of 97F, and do not use
a microwave unless only the
nitrate test is requested.

Short videos on soil sam-
pling are available by visiting
the University of Minnesota
Extension YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/
user/umnsmallfarms. Addi-
tional resources such as sub-
mission forms, sample bags
and soil testing interpretations
can be found by contacting the
Steele County Extension at
507-444-7685 or Rice County
Extension at 507-332-6109.

Karen Anderson is the
Agriculture Extension Edu-
cator with the University of
Minnesota Extension in Rice
and Steele counties. She can
be reached at 507-444-7685
or ande9495@umn.edu.

I know

health insurance.

r-

.
FARM BUREAU

FINANCIAL SERVICES

entralvalle

COOPERATIVE

10060 State Hwy. 30
Blooming Prairie + 583-6661

% "w,ﬂ,ul- "{}‘- /).’&g

| 2
- Hope ° Ellend

Let; Us, Put: A Dr

On‘Yom} Farm,

We can also help you with:
* Aggregate Products * Hauling
* Waterway Cleaning * Septic
¢ All Excavation Projects

(MMM

Excavation & Drainage Inc:

Call s for all ou Dranae Nes!
507-451-2873

Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568
3695 Hoffman Drive NW - Owatonna - loken@qwestoffice.net

DRAINAGE COMPANY INC.

Well Drained Fields Produce Higher Yields...

. NEW  LOCATION 4;/;

6 Now Iocated between Claremont and --

www.hodgmandralnage com

507.528.2225

PP Robuce;

dS
Producers Hzﬁ,ﬂﬁ
Battle creeks

Justin Krell - District Sales Manager

507.456.3834

),

Probucers’
Hybrids
oeo
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@ FOOD

— PRODUCTION
has a full time opening fora

LINE
CDL Driver/Applicator :
at the Grand Meadow location In_Fa"bau"
Potential employees must be familiar | | 1St Shift $11/Hour

with farm equipment, mechanically E‘/

inclined, must have a Class A or B
CDLand be able to obtain a HazMat EMPLOYMENT PROFESS'ONALS
Respecting People. Impacting Business.”

and tanker endorsement.
CHS offers competitive pay, health 812 South Elm St.

insurance, and a retirement plan. Owatonna
If you have questions about the 507-455-3002
position, contact Mike at www.expresspros.com/
507-754-5125 EQE owatonnamn

CDL/OTR DRIVER WANTED

Driver benefits included, Paid Holidays,
Vacation Pay, Health Insurance, 401K

BKRUEGER

T RUC K |
AUSsTIN, MN @ 800-634-3317

e Teamwork
Environment

 Comprehensive &
Non-Traditional

-

Benefits
* Paid training!

WOODVALE

Is currently accepting applications for full-time, part- time, and
overnight Direct Support Professionals in the Albert Lea, Aus-
tin, Kasson and Owatonna areas. This position assists adults
with developmental disabilities with day-to-day activities to
increase their independent living, social and community skills.
All positions include e/o weekend hours.

Valid driver’s license, high school diploma/GED, and ability to
pass a background study required.

APPLY NOW!

www.jobs.thementornetwork.com/search/woodvale
Contact 507-451-1296 x11 for more information

@

has openings for
Seasonal
CDL Drivers

Potential employees must have a
ClassAorB CDLand will need to
obtain a current medical card before
employment start date. Applications
are available at any CHS location.
If you have questions about
the position, contact
Mike at 507-754-5125 or
Troy at 507-657-2234
EOE

Employment

ol

E\/

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

Faribault

1ST SHIFT
ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLING LAWN SPRAYERS,
GENERATORS, AND POWER WASHERS,
NEED TO BE MECHANICALLY ORIENTED

$11/hour

NORTHERN’
TOOL + EQUIPMENT

812 S. Elm,

Owatonna, MN
WWW.expresspros.com

LONNEC

Sacred Heart
S i
S care Center Care Center
Home Health Aide | [RN CASE MANAGER
Part time position in home 1 - 2 days/wk (day hours)
care with potential for and 5th weekend on-call.
regular hours. Responsibilities include
Day shlft includes everv eStab“shlng and COOrdinating
other week-end home care services to reflect the
- . physician's plan of care.
CNA experience requweq. Experience required.
Call Donna McLaughlin
507-433-1905

Sacred Heart Care Center
1200 12th St SW, Austin, MN
EOE

Help

Wanted

Person familiar with
operation, repair,
and maintenance

of aggregate
equipment. MSHA
experience helpful.

Call Donna McLaughlin
507-433-1905

Sacred Heart Care Center
1200 12th St SW, Austin « EOE

E press

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

Now Hiring:

Machine
Operataor
$12+/Hour

812 S. Elm,
Owatonna, MN

507-455-3002

Owatonna area.

Sacred Heart Sacred Heart
S:QQ?@ Care Center S:QQ?ZH Care Center Call
POSITIONS AVAILABLE a

RN/LPN 456-4310

PT evenings or

Call Kim Klingfus 451-2873.

507-433-1808

Sacred Heart
Apply in person Cal’e Center
(@
Excavatlon & Dramage Inc:

Cook/Baker
Part time Days
Nursing

Assistant

Part time Days or Evenings

Sacred Heart Care Center 1200 12th St SW, Austin, MN
1200 12th St SW, Austin, MN  EOE EOE

Kenyon Sunset Home - Skilled Nursing - Rehab Therapy
Services & Gunderson Gardens Assisted Living

KENYON SUNSET HOME: @

(CINTA'S pmem—— Full Time, part-time and on call hours
available for all shifts! Call for more
information.

TMA/CNA: ......... Full Time, Day Shift

RN: Every Other Weekend & On Call Hours Available

If you are looking for something specific,
please call to see what is available.

ENJOY A REWARDING CAREER IN LONG-TERM HEALTHCARE.

Call Rebecca Lamkin, DON at
507-789-7122 or
email rlamkin@kenyonsunsethome.com

www.KenyonSeniorLiving.com

WWW.expresspros.com
Kenyon seior Lusing | (MRS

Owatonna Area
Pay Based on Experience
Experience with Microsoft
Office Suite and Associates
Degree Required.

EXp

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

812 South EIm St.
Owatonna

507-455-3002

WWW.Expresspros.com
/owatonnmn

Assistant Cook

Milestone Senior Living located in Faribault, MN seeking a part time, averaging 20 - 25 hours per
pay period including every other weekend, performing duties of preparing or assisting with the
preparation of savory food for the residents and tenants. Experience working as a cook of
assistant cook preferred.

Employment application can be printed off from the website or requested by calling the campus.
Please reply by preparing your cover letter, resume and employment application to:

Ms. Sarah Dunn Assistant Director, Ms. Dana Jerrow head Chef
Milestone Senior Living
2500 14th Street NE
Faribault, MN 55021

(507) 331-8819 » www.MilestoneSeniorLiving.com |,

Equal Opportunity Employer MI T ESTONE

SENIOR LIVING

Abstractor

In Faribault.
Evaluation Hire
Uo to $18/Hour

Experience Required

ExXpre

EMPLOYMENT FROFESSIONALS

812 South EIm St.

Owatonna
Kenyon Senior Living offers a friendly faith based work environment and a full range of 507'455'3002
benefits including health insurance, 403B Savings Plan, PTO and 8 Holidays per year! Equal WWW.expresspros.com
Opportunity Employer & Provider 127 Gunderson Blvd, Kenyon, MN 55946 I/O\AII)at oml1) mn )

Join A Dynamic Team

Of Caregivers

Mental Health Practitioner

Rule 36 provides safe & accessible healthcare services for individuals with mental health
disabilities. We have a current opening for a full-time Mental Health Practitioner in our
Austin, MN facility. Position is 32 hrs per wk; 3pm-11pm shift.

« ARE YOU: Compassionate, Energetic, Dependable

+ RULE 36 OFFERS: Competitive wages, Medical, Dental & Aflac insurance, Vacation/Sick pay,
401k, Flexibility

+ JOB FUNCTIONS: Assist clients in maintaining a clean, safe & positive living environment, Meal
prep, Train & assist clients in all aspects of their life, Client activities & transportation

+ REQUIREMENTS: Bachelor Degree in Human Service/related field & 2000 supervised work

hrs (OR) Master’s Degree in Human Service/related field (OR) 6000 supervised work hrs (3 yrs),
Valid driver’s license, Successful completion of Department of Human Services background check

Please send resume/obtain an application:
Rule 36 Limited Partnership of Duluth
Attn: Lynn Braun
600 25th Avenue South
Suite #105
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 251-2996 [fax]

lynn.braun@rule360fduluth.com
www.rule36ofduluth.com
EOE/AA

=

ASK FOR DOUG

$7,500 SIGN-ON BONUS

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS

KECK ENTERPRISES, INC OF OWATONNA
is looking to hire several OTR reefer truck
drivers. Class A driving experience is a must.

We are currently offering 2 $7,500 Sign-on
Bonus. Earn up to 47 cents/mile on all dispatched
miles. Vacation Days & Holiday Pay. Driving

B07-463-2679 schedule is open to your needs, just let us know.

Employment Opportunities!

Full and Part-time Positions Available

Intensive Residential Treatment Services (IRTS) program located in Austin, MN is seeking qualified professionals
for various openings. Duties include not limited to medication supervision, resident transport & recreational
activities, meal prep, housekeeping, monitor & document behavior, assist in daily living activities & promote

positive, healthy, secure environment.

Mental Health Rehabilitation Workers
Full-time; 12am-8am Awake overnight shift/32 hrs wk
Part-time; 4pm-12am/20 hrs wk
Associate degree or two years post secondary
3 years of personal life experience with Ml or
4000 supervised work hours

Mental Health Practitioner
Full-time; 12am-8am/32 hrs wk
Bachelor Degree & 2000 supervised work hours,
Master’s Degree, or 6000 supervised work hours

All positions include weekend and holiday rotation.

We offer competitive wages. Qualified candidates must be 21 years of age, high school diploma; degree in social
services or related field preferred, MI/CD experience, & must successfully pass criminal background check.

Please send resume/obtain an application:
Rule 36 Limited Partnership of Duluth
Attn: Lynn Braun
600 25th Avenue South
Suite #105
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 251-2996 [fax]

lynn.braun@rule360fduluth.com
www.rule36ofduluth.com
EOE/AA
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CEDARS

SENIOR LIVING COMM

Apply online at www.nfpinc.com OR call 507-835-3229

More than a JOB!

Join a Team Committed
to Excellence!

NEW FASHION PORK

NOW HIRING!

New Fashion Pork has immediate full-time,
permanent openings in Waldorf, MN

Maintenance Technician: Responsible for preventative maintenance, repairs and
general on farm projects. Looking for applicants that are mechanically inclined. Must be
able to do welding and electrical work.

Farrowing Technician: Assist with all daily aspects of swine farrowing.
Competitive Wages - Compensation

PO Box 244, Jackson, MN 56143

Owatonna
— | 507-455-3002
N oOwW H irin g www.expresspros.com/
-y m owatonnamn
All Positions
_Bartender 10 Call Center
-Servers Reps Needed
-Kitchen Must have prior customer
-Cleaning service experience, 5000+
Package _Beverage Cart keystrokes/hour and

GREAT SECOND JOB!!! E‘/pr
We take pride in Respecf’fﬁi‘iﬁ’;ﬁ”@’;’:ﬁ’fﬁ‘é"fﬁii
helping feed our family _ 812 South Elm St.
and friends! Apply in person at, Owatonna

A

A place to call home

Now Hiring: CNA’s, RCA’s and
Dietary Server

Apply in Person or Online

700 First Dr. NW Austin, MN 55912
www.cedarsofaustin.com

Oaks Golf Club

73671 170th Ave, Hayfield, MN 55940 4

ENVELOPE
STUFFERS

7-3:30 in Owatonna Must
be able to sit & stand and
lift up to 35 Ibs.
EXpres
EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS

Respecting People. Impacting Business.

812 South Elm St.

AUNITY

knowledge of Word & Excel

507-455-3002

www.expresspros.com/
owatonnamn

Master Electrician

Come join our team!

Lakeside Foods is now accepting applications for a
master electrician position. Qualified individual seeking
this opportunity must have certification by the stat to
meet all requirements necessary to hold the electrician

Plant Mechanic

Come join our team!

Lakeside Foods is now accepting applications for a plant
maintenance position. Duties include assisting with the
efficient flow of product through the plant, ability to make
major repair and maintenance to all machinery in the
assigned area. The candidate must be able to read, write,
communicate in English, past related experience, good

Quality Assurance
Supervisor

Come join our team!

Lakeside Foods is accepting applications for a quality assurance
supervisor. Duties include monitoring quality, record review,
periodic training/inspections, keeping with requirements of Safe

rating, experience in installing/repairing/wiring,
electrical fixtures, motors, control equipment and must
be competent in all phases of electrical work.

Quality Foods (SQF), Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points
(HACCP) and FDA standards. Candidates must have strong
computer skills, great customer service skills and the ability to
read, write, and communicate in English. We prefer a technical
or bachelors degree in food science or related experience.

safety record and high school diploma.

We offer a competitive wage and an excellent
comprehensive benefit package. Interested candidates

We offer a competitive wage and an excellent
should send resume to jzaragoza@lakesidefoods.com

comprehensive benefit package. Interested candidates

should send resume to jzaragoza@lakesidefoods.com or apply within: We offer a competitive wage and advancement opportunities,
or apply within: and an excellent comprehensive benefit package. Interested
Lakeside Foods Inc candidates should send resume to jzaragoza@lakesidefoods.com
Lakeside Foods Inc 900 N. Cedar Avenue, Owatonna, MN 55060 or apply within:
900 N. Cedar Avenue, Owatonna, MN 55060 EOE M/E/D/V Kesid d
EOE M/E/D/V Lakeside Foods Inc
900 N. Cedar Avenue, Owatonna, MN 55060
EOE M/F/D/V

Gerard Academy, a residential treatment facility that offers
BUESING

programs for boys and girls ages 6-19 with emotional and behavior
BULK TRANSPORT INC.

issues is hiring for the following positions:
+ Paid pneumatic training.

Counselor * Night Counselor
Special Education Teacher ¢ Therapist
- Take assigned truck home with
you.

Minimum state requirements; must be 21 yrs. old, have HS Diploma or
GED, pass background, driver records check and pre-employment physi-
- Average $1,000-$1,200 a week. cal. Please visit our website for each position's unique requirements. EEQ/
- Home weekly. + Medical, dental,
life ins. available.

AA/Minority/Female/Vet/Disab
* 401K (Company contribution.)

+ Well-maintained equipment. - Holiday bonuses.

1-800-242-2402, ext. 122
Send resume to kevin@buesingbulk.com

®

Immediate Freight
Delivery Driver Needed

Come Join Our Professional Team of Drivers!
Top wages being paid for local driving positions. We will train.

Requirements:
- Class “B”, with willingness to get Class “A” within 60 Days
- Drive Evenings and have your days free
- Hazmat Endorsement will assist
- Medical Certificate
- MVR & Background Check

CLASS A
CDL DRIVER

For consideration go to www.nexustreatment.org

Gerard Academy

Austin, MN 55912

DRIVERS: Seasonal Agriculture

CENTRAL VALLEY’'S BLOOMING PRAIRIE AGRONOMY
DIVISION has seasonal positions available for drivers with a Class
A license. Current medical certification is required. The right
candidates will provide accurate, safe and efficient deliveries to
our applicators in the fields. Team work is a priority, in addition
to working overtime and weekend hours. Agricultural experience
is a plus, but not necessary.

Apply on-line: centralvalleycoop.com/careers

Please contact HR at

507-446-7564

or apply on-line at www.napaautojobs.com
and use key word Owatonna.

Ertral Valie Growing Witk you!

PH: 507-446-5035 ¢« CENTRALVALLEYCOOP.COM




C Foreclosure )

15-099372

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: January
27,2012
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$97,465.00

MORTGAGOR(S?: Nicholas J
Jacobs, and Nicolette M Jacobs,
Husband and Wife

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR

STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed February 2, 2012, Steele
Number A000382733
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
Lot 3, Block 4, Riverside Addition
to the City of Owatonna. 16
Highland Ave, Owatonna, MN
55060
IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-119-0403
COUNTY IN
LOCATED:
Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$95,167.55
requirements have been
complied with; that no action or
at law or otherwise to recover the
debt secured by said mortgage,
PURSUANT, to the power of
sale contained in said mortgage,
! .#rotper.ty
will be sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:
April 21, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's
Center, 204 Pearl Street East,
Owatonna, MN 55060 to pay
mortgage and taxes, if any, on
said premises and the costs
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.
PROPERTY: If the real estate
is an owner-occupied, single-
rovided by law, the date on or
efore which the mortgag]gr%s)
the
mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property

SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank,

County Recorder, as Document

PROPERTY:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

PROPERTY

PROPERTY IS e,

DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON

THAT all pre-foreclosure

proceeding has been instituted

or any part thereof;

the above described

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:

Main Office, Law Enforcement

the debt secured by said

and disbursements, including

months from the date of said sale
IME AND DATE TO VACATE

family dwelling, unless otherwise

must vacate the property, i

is not redeemed under section

580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October
21, 2015, or the next business
day if October 21, 2015 falls
on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY

THE = MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR

ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES SECTION 582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

Dated: February 17, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank,
NA Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Ste. 200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/3,3/10,3/17
3/24,3/31,4/7

C Foreclosure )

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED
BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: July
31, 2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:

$227,778.00
MORTGAGOR(S):
Rosell and Patsy B. Rosell,
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells

Kevin P.

Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc.,, a
California Corporation n/k/a
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
successor by merger to Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on September 8,
2003 and memorialized upon
Certificate of Title No. 15383
as Document Number T54158
in the Office of the County
Registrar of Titles of Steele
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
None.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot 6, Block 7, Naefke Addition,
City of Owatonna, AND All that
part of Lot Seven (7), Block
Seven (7), in Naefke Addition
to the City of Owatonna,
Minnesota, lying Southerly of
a line parallel with and Eight
and One-Half (8 1/2) feet
Northerly from, measured at
Ninety Degrees, the Southerly
line of said Lot Seven (7);
AND Commencing at the
Southeasterly corner of Lot
Seven (7), Block Seven (7), in
Naefke Addition to the city of
Owatonna, Minnesota thence
running Northerly along the
Easterly line of said Lot 7, 22
feet, thence running 90 degrees
Westerly to a point on the
Northerly line of Lot 6, Block 7,
in Naefke Addition to the City of
Owatonna, Minnesota, thence
running Easterly along the
Northerly line of said Lot 6 to
the point of beginning, Steele
County, Minnesota
REGISTERED PROPERTY

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 837 MINNESOTA
AVENUE, OWATONNA, MN
55060

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Steele County, Minnesota

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE
NOTICE: $219,050.13
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR (LENDER):
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage,
Inc., a California Corporation
n/k/a Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
successor by merger to Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAXPARCELIDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17.188.0706
TRANSACTION AGENT'S
MORTGAGE ID NUMBER
(MERS NUMBER): None
THAT no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law to
recover the debt secured by said
mortgage, or any part thereof;
that there has been compliance
with all pre-foreclosure notice
and acceleration requirements

of said mortgage, and/or
applicable statutes;
PURSUANT, to the power

of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above described
property will be sold by the
Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
April 28, 2015 at 10:00 am
PLACE OF SALE: Steele
County Sheriff’'s office, Law
Enforcement  Center, 204
Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
Minnesota to pay the debt
then secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
six (6) months from the date of
sale.

Unless said mortgage is
reinstated or the property
redeemed, or unless the time
for redemption is reduced by
judicial order, you must vacate
the premises by 11:59 p.m. on
October 28, 2015.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:
None

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IFAJUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER

MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTURAL

Steele County Times « Tuesday, April 7, 2015 « 4D

PRODUCTION,
ABANDONED.”

AND ARE

Dated: March 5, 2015

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. Mortgagee

SCHILLER & ADAM, P.A.

By: Is/
Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
Sarah J.B. Adam, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah,
Esq.
*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy
Professional Building
25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(13-4145-FC02)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

3/10,3/17,3/24
3/31,4/7,4/14

C Foreclosure )

15-099350

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:
22, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $60,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Michelle M.
Walburn and Guy M. Walburn,
wife and husband

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc.

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. MIN#: 1002839-
0060802028-2

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:
Premier Bank

SERVICER: CitiMortgage, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed October 9, 2006, Steele
County Recorder, as Document
Number A000344875
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: CitiMortgage, Inc.

August

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:
Lot 2, Block 1, Willow Creek
Addition #2
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1460
Sage Ln NE, Owatonna, MN

55060

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-488-0102
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$62,001.76

THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been complied
with; that no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law or
otherwise to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May
5, 2015, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt
secured by said mortgage and
taxes, if any, on said premises
and the costs and disbursements,
including attorneys fees allowed
by law, subject to redemption
within 6 months from the date
of said sale by the mortgagor(s)
the personal representatives or
assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise
provided by law, the date on or
before which the mortgagor(s)
must vacate the property, if
the mortgage is not reinstated
under section 580.30 or the
property is not redeemed under
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on
November 5, 2015, or the next
business day if November 5, 2015
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES SECTION
582.032 DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE

MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY

USED FOR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE

ABANDONED.
Dated: March 6, 2015
CitiMortgage, Inc.
Assignee of Mortgagee
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste.
200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/17,3/24,3/31
4/7,4/14,4/21

C Foreclosure )

15-099161

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:
2009

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $225,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Stanley G. Ennis,
An Unmarried Man

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED
ON THE MORTGAGE: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.

SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed May 4, 2009, Steele County

April 23,

Recorder, as Document Number
A000363759
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF

PROPERTY:

All that part of the Southeast
Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 3-107-
20 described by: Commencing
at the Northeast corner of said
Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4); thence
North 88 degrees 57 minutes West,
assumed bearing, 163.02 feet along
the North line of said Southeast
Quarter (SE1/4); thence South 0
degrees East 196.24 feet parallel
with the East line of said Southeast
Quarter (SE 1/4) to the true point of
beginning; thence South 0 degrees
East 99 feet parallel with the East
line of said Southeast Quarter (SE
1/4); thence North 90 degrees
West 128.65 feet to the East line
of Bigelow Avenue; thence North
0 degrees 3.5 feet West 99 feet
along the East line of said Bigelow
Avenue; thence North 90 degrees
East 128.75 feet to said true point
of beginning.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1735
Bigelow Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-003-2104

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$140,383.78

THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been complied
with; that no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law or
otherwise to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 5,
2015, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any,
on said premises and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 12
months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is
an owner-occupied, single-family
dwelling, unless otherwise provided
by law, the date on or before which
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the
property, if the mortgage is not
reinstated under section 580.30
or the property is not redeemed
under section 580.23, is 11:59
p.m. on May 5, 2016, or the next
business day if May 5, 2016 falls on
a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES  SECTION  582.032

DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE

NOT PROPERTY USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 9, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste.
200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/17,3/24,3/31
4/7,4/14,4/21

C Foreclosure ]

13-093361

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that
default has occurred in the conditions
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: November
6, 2009

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $136,774.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Dustin L. Stewart
and Alicia L. Stewart, Husband and
Wife

MORTGAGEE: JPMorgan Chase
Bank, N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND

MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED
ON THE MORTGAGE: JPMorgan
Chase Bank, N.A.

SERVICER: JPMorgan Chase Bank,
N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed
November 10, 2009, Steele County
Registrar of Titles, as Document
Number T0O00065185

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot Seven and the West 24 feet of
Lot Six, all in Block Eight in Kuether's
Addition to the City of Owatonna
REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 721 School
St E, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-143-0807 COT# 17647
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele

National
FFA Week 'Y

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE
ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE DATE
OF THE NOTICE: $132,631.79
THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements
have been complied with; that no
action or proceeding has been
instituted at law or otherwise to recover
the debt secured by said mortgage, or
any part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the above
described property will be sold by the
Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 12,
2015, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any,
on said premises and the costs and
disbursements, including attorneys
fees allowed by law, subject to
redemption within 6 months from the
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s)
the personal representatives or
assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is
an owner-occupied,  single-family
dwelling, unless otherwise provided
by law, the date on or before which the
mortgagor(s) must vacate the property,
if the mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property is not
redeemed under section 580.23, is
11:59 p.m. on November 12, 2015, or
the next business day if November 12,
2015 falls on a Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday.

"THE  TIME  ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 18, 2015

JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road,
Ste. 200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM
ADEBT COLLECTOR

3/24,3/31,4/7
4/14,4/21,4/28

salesopportunity

- A strong sales aptitude

sales goals

requirements

bprick@frontier.com.

BUSSLER PUBLISHING is searching for an outside sales ex-
ecutive preferably with some sales experience. Print or media
industry experience would be a bonus. We want a dynamite
person committed and driven to selling advertising.

The outside executive is responsible for establishing and
maintaining profitable relationships with customers on behalf
of the company and actively prospecting for new accounts
and maximizing sales potential with existing customers. The
primary territory would be Owatonna and Medford. This
opportunity includes sales for three publications.

The right person should possess the following qualities:
- Strong verbal and written communication skills
- Self motivated, independent and problem-solving

- Able to meet monthly, quarterly and annual revenue

- Strong persuasive and interpersonal skills
- Able to identify and meet customers’ needs and

EXCELLENCE is a must for this challenging opportunity. We
offer a competitive compensation package, including base sal-
ary plus commission. We also offer holidays and paid time off.

Please direct a letter of interest and resume to

507-583-4431
STeEELE COUNTY




Foreclosure )

C Steele County

15-099841

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: April 15,
2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $140,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): James E.
Hougas and Colleen E. Hougas,
husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc.

LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED
ON THE MORTGAGE: Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc.

SERVICER: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Filed April 24, 2003, Steele County
Registrar of Titles, as Document
Number T 52675

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY:

Lot 20, Block 1, Tricentennial
Addition

REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1065
Barney Street, Owatonna, MN

55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17-334-0120 COT#
14595

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$115,849.24

THAT all pre-foreclosure
requirements have been complied
with; that no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law or
otherwise to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 19,
2015, 10:00am

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main
Office, Law Enforcement Center,
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna,
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured
by said mortgage and taxes, if any,
on said premises and the costs
and  disbursements, including
attorneys fees allowed by law,
subject to redemption within 6
months from the date of said sale
by the mortgagor(s) the personal
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: If the real estate is
an owner-occupied, single-family
dwelling, unless otherwise provided
by law, the date on or before which
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the
property, if the mortgage is not
reinstated under section 580.30 or
the property is not redeemed under
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on
November 19, 2015, or the next
business day if November 19, 2015
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES  SECTION  582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 26, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank, NA, successor
by Merger to Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage Inc.

Mortgagee

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Ste.
200

Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/31,4/7,4/14
4/21,4/28,5/5

- Where the Deals Are!
a_ FORRENT /\ WANTED
wa/_ FORSALE OPPORTUNITIES|

TSTEELE CouNTY

Always local, all the time.

Call to place an item
in the Classifieds today:

507-583-4431

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 3/17/2015

Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
1. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the Agenda. Ayes all.

2. Brady/Schultz to approve the February 26, 2015 Board Minutes. Ayes
all.

3. Schultz/Brady to approve the Consumption & Display Permit for Finch's
Pub, LLC. Ayes all.

4. Brady/Ebeling to approve the On Sale & Off Sale Licenses for Finch's
Pub, LLC. Ayes all.

5. Schultz/Ebeling to approve the Tobacco License for Finch's Pub, LLC.
Ayes all.

6. Schultz/Glynn to approve the Review of Conditional Use Permit #390 for
O'Connor Fertilizer Bldg with conditions per the Planning Commission and
to approve the Findings of Fact. Ayes all.

7. Ebeling/Schultz to approve the Review of Conditional Use Permit #391
for Ahrens Bulk LP Tank with conditions per the Planning Commission and
to approve the Findings of Fact. Ayes all.

8. Ebeling/Schultz to place on file the correspondence from the Steele
County Historical Society. Ayes all.

9. Ebeling/Brady to approve the purchase and installation of a drop box for
tax payments. Ayes all.

10. Schultz/Glynn to authorize advertising to fill a Mechanic Highway
Maintenance Aid or Technician position for the Highway Department. Ayes
all.

11. Ebeling/Brady to approve the pay range for Seasonal Employees. Ayes
all.

12. Schultz/Ebeling to approve the Vacation Accrual overages for 5 LEC
Employees. Ayes all.

13. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the base compensation and eligibility
requirements for post-retirement health care savings plan for the Attorney,
Auditor, Sheriff and Treasurer. Ayes all.

14. Glynn/Brady to rescind the previous board action of February 26, 2015
approving the bid for one SUV police interceptor and to accept the low bid
from Owatonna Motor Co. in the amount of $28,172 for one 2016 Oxford
White utility police interceptor. Ayes all.

15. Brady/Schultz to approve the promotion process for the Lieutenant and
Captain positions at the Detention Center. Ayes all.

16. Ebeling/Glynn offered a Resolution that the County Engineer is hereby
authorized to erect and maintain signs plainly indicating the prohibitions
and restrictions at each of the County Highways and Roads affected
thereby and to determine the end date for Spring Load Restrictions in
Steele County. Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in
favor thereof, none absent and not voting.

17. Glynn/Brady to award the bid for CP 74-015-01 to Traffic Marking
Services in the amount of $102,009.30 for four inch striping on county
highways throughout the county contingent on County Attorney
concurrence. Ayes all.

18. Brady/Ebeling to approve the low quote from Groundsmasters, Inc. for
Parking Lot Sweeping in the amount of $1,570 for spring clean-up sweep
and $975 for any additional sweeps requested by the County. Ayes all.

19. Schultz/Glynn offered a Resolution that the County Board of Steele
County has determined that CR 107 (formerly CSAH 7), from 18th Street
SW to the cul-de-sac on the north side of US Highway 14, described as

a County Road under the provisions of Minnesota Statute 163.11 is more
appropriate as a City Street. Minnesota Statutes 163.11, the County
Board of Commissioners of Steele County, Minnesota, does hereby revoke
jurisdiction of CR 107 from 18th Street SW to the cul-de-sac on the north
side of U.S Highway 14 approximately .7 miles in length, in the City of
Owatonna, Minnesota. Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners
voted in favor thereof, none absent and not voting.

20. Ebeling/Schultz to approve the Smoke Free Grounds Policy on Steele
County grounds. Ayes all.

21. Glynn/Schultz offered a Resolution authorizing the application for
Minnesota Housing & Finance Agency for Family Homeless Prevention &
Assistance Program. Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted
in favor thereof, none absent and not voting.

22. Ebeling/Brady to approve the outline for the joint CHS Administrator
and direct development of a formal agreement between Dodge and Steele
County. Ayes all.

23. Brady/Schultz to approve the 2015 SCHA/Steele County Delegation
Agreement and authorize the Board Chair and Public Health Director to
sign. Ayes all.

24. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the 2015 Child Support Enforcement Inter-
Agency Agreement and to authorize the County Attorney and Sheriff to
sign. Ayes all.

25. Glynn/Brady to approve the MN Prairie Lease Agreement and to
authorize the County Board Chair to sign. Ayes all.

26. Brady/Glynn to approve the Personnel Report. Ayes all.

27. Glynn/Ebeling to approve writing off the Delinquent Mobile Home
Taxes from 2009 and prior for a total amount of $73,963.92, comprising of
$29,895.59 in taxes and $44,068.33 of interest and penalties. The write off
of these taxes will not relieve the taxpayers of their tax liabilities as the liens
assessed on the parcels will remain intact. Ayes all.

28. Schultz/Brady to approve the low bid of Radio Link in the amount of
$6,000 for the purchase of the Medford Tower contingent on an agreement
with the landowner. Ayes all.

29. Ebeling/Brady to approve the Bargaining Unit Contracts with the
Courthouse, Highway Dept., Detention Correctional Officers and LELS.
Ayes all.

30. Commissioner Reports:

Schultz reported on his attendance at the AMC Policy Committee,
SEMCAC, Steele County Historical Society and Fair Board meetings.
Glynn reported on his attendance at the City of Blooming Prairie Council
Meeting and the Annual Township meetings.

Ebeling reported on his attendance at the Joint Dispatch 911, AMC and
Extention Committee meetings.

Brady reported on his attendance at the SE MN Water Resources Board,
Cannon River Watershed, Soil & Water, City of Ellendale and 6 Township
Election meetings.

Huntington reported on her attendance at the MN Prairie meeting, AMC
Conference and Criminal Justice meeting.

31. Ebeling/Schultz to approve the listing of bills. Ayes all.

LISTING OF BILLS

3/17/2015
30th Place, LLC 21,635.09
A'viands, LLC 16,431.11
Allina Hospitals & Clinic 5,240.88
APG Media of Southern Minneosta, LLC 2,146.45
Bolton & Menk, Inc. 7,656.34
Briggs & Morgan, Pa. 2,371.25
Businessware Solutions Corporation 2,677.72
CDW Government, Inc. 10,569.22
Cedar Valley Services, Inc. 2,633.40
Central Valley Cooperative 7,036.21
City of Ellendale 3,318.26
Compass Minerals America 11,599.76
Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc. 14,062.72
Express Services, Inc. 3,025.50
Four Seasons Center 3,535.00
Stanley A. Groff 10,492.94
Hewlett Packard Company 3,074.25
Hillyard Hutchinson 3,877.44
Honeywell, Inc. 2,302.47
Innovative Office Solutions, LLC 2,091.61
Intergra Telecom 2,871.53
Jones Haugh & Smith, Inc. 9,654.39
L & L Street Rods & Sport Trucks 2,465.00
Local Government Information Systems 39,839.25
Magtech Ammunition 5,682.00
Mayo Clinic 6,330.00
MN Dept of Transportation 473,800.00
NEC Financial Services, LLC 4,269.61
Office of MN IT Service 2,211.01
Owatonna Fire & Safety, LLC 2,470.50
RDO Equipment Co, Inc. 3,323.05
Rice County Auditor- Treasurer 3,247.93
S & T Office Products, Inc. 3,596.34
SCR Southern-Rochester 3,006.00
Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. 5,181.72
Steele County Highway, Dept. 2,597.62
Steele County Revenue 2,888.48
Steele County Treasurer 18,840.58
Streamline Communications, LLC 2,794.82
Trane U.S. Inc. 2,725.00
Turnkey Corrections 16,614.68
WatchGuard Video 15,060.00
221 Warrants Under $2,000 88,271.82
Total: $853,518.95

32. Schultz/Brady to adjourn the Call of the Chair at 8:17 p.m. Ayes all.

4/7

BP School ]

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT #756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE,
MINNESOTA 55917

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015
HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA
CENTER

PROPOSED TENTATIVE
AGENDA

6:00 a.m.

Thursday, April 16, 2015
Regular School Board Work
Session-High School Board
Room

7:00 p.m.

Monday, April 20, 2015
Open Public Forum-High
School Media Center

7:15 p.m.

Monday, April 20, 2015
Regular School Board
Meeting-High School Media
Center

Any person may raise a
question to the School Board.
The Board will not act on any
item presented to them, which
is not on the agenda, until the
following Board meeting. Also,
the Board would like persons to
limit themselves to five minutes,
with a maximum of 15 minutes
per topic. These limitations are
needed for us to run a timely
and orderly Board meeting.
Persons are requested to
identify themselves prior to
speaking.

. CALL TO ORDER -
CHAIRPERSON

Il. ROLL CALL - CLERK
11l. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
IV. PRINCIPAL REPORTS

V. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD
ACTION IS REQUESTED
A. Consent Agenda
Minutes
Bills
Treasurer’s Report
Resignation
Employment
B. Additional Administrative
Position
C. Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Non-Renewal
of a Teaching Contract
D. Resolution Proposing
to Place Personnel on
Unrequested Leave of Absence
E. Class Sizes/Sections
F. Staff Development Allocation
2015-16
G. Prom DJ
H. Student Insurance Program
I. MSHSL Membership
Resolution
J. Title | Resolution

VI. ITEMS OF INFORMATION
AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY
e Committee Reports

e Enrollment Data

e Dates to Note

VIl. SUPERINTENDENT OR
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

VIIl. ADJOURNMENT

*Agenda may be subject to
changes
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Tuesday, April 7, 2015 + Steele County Times - 5D N

( BP School

Proposed
City of Blooming Prairie
City Council Meeting Agenda
April 13, 2014
6:30 P.M.

Board of Review

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of the February
Regular City Council Meeting

Financial Report
Committee/Commission Reports

B.P. Public Utilities
E.D.A.

Business

Change Date of June Meeting

6th Street NW Project

Approve Main Street Project
Transfer of Property

Purchase of Used Street Sweeper
Personnel Policy Change

City Administrator’s Report
Reminder of Public Hearing for
Main Street Assessments
Purchase of New Furnace for
Library

Hire of Two New Part-time Police
Officers

City Attorney’s Report

Council Members’ Reports
Adjourn

This Agenda is Subject to Change
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B.P. Planning & Zoning
B.P. Fire Commission
B.P. Ambulance Commission

YOUR AD COULD
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele
County Times Today! ,

507-583-4431

SteELE COUNTY

Always local, all the time.

WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 2015-__
AN INTERIM ORDINANCE ENACTING A TEMPORARY
PROHIBITION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF (1)
NEW LAND USES AND (2) LAND USE AND ZONING
REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS WITHIN
WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP.

THE WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Intent. It is the intent of this Interim Ordinance to allow
the Westfield Township Board to study and review the implications of and
costs associated with its adoption and application of land use and zoning
regulations and restrictions within Westfield Township

SECTION 2. Authority and Purpose. The Westfield Township Board is
empowered by Minn. Stat. 462-355, subd. 4 to pass an interim ordinance,
applicable to all or a portion of its jurisdiction for the purpose of protecting
the planning process and the health, safety and welfare of its citizens.

SECTION 3. Temporary Prohibition. For one year after the effective date
of this Interim Ordinance (or until such earlier time as determined by the
Westfield Township Board), no new land uses and no land use and zoning
regulations and restrictions shall be established within Westfield Township.
This temporary prohibition applies to any pending requests for (1) new
land uses and (2) land use and zoning regulations and restrictions within
Westfield Township.

SECTION 4. Misdemeanor. Any person, persons, firm or corporation
violating any provisions of this Interim Ordinance shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, punished pursuant to Minn.
Stat. § 609.02, subd. 3, plus costs of prosection.

SECTION 5. Injunctive Relief. In the event of a violation of this Interim
Ordinance, the Westfield Township Board, on behalf of Westfield Township,
may institute appropriate actions or proceedings, including requesting
injunctive relief to prevent, restrain, correct or abate such violations.

SECTION 6. Separability. It is hereby declared to be the intention that the
several provisions of this Interim Ordinance are separable in accordance
with the following: if any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge any
provision of this ordinance to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect
any other provisions of this ordinance not specifically included in said
judgment.

SECTION 7. Effective Date. This Interim Ordinance shall take effect
immediately, and it shall remain in effect until one year after the effective
date, unless a shorter period of time is approved by the Westfield Township
Board.

PASSED 3 to 0 by the Westfield Township Board
this 31st day of March, 2015.
DATED: 3/31/15
WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD

4/7

2015.

583-4426, ext. 227.

#756.

Independent School District #756

Invitation For Proposals For Transportation Services
Pursuant to M.S.123B.52, subd. 3

Notice Is Hereby Given that sealed proposals will be received by Independent

School District #756 located at 202 4th Avenue NW, Blooming Prairie, MN
55917 until 4:00 p.m. on April 17, 2015, for the purchase of Transportation
Services commencing with school year 2015-2016.

At that time authorized persons of Independent School District #756 will
review proposals, make recommendations and schedule interviews, if
necessary, prior to the regularly scheduled School Board meeting of May 18,

General specifications may be obtained by contacting Barry Olson,
Superintendent of Schools, located at the above address or by calling 507-

Questions regarding specifications will be answered through the close of
business on April 15, 2015.

Proposals must be mailed or hand delivered in an envelope clearly marked
“Transportation Services Quotation for Independent School District #756” to
Barry Olson, Superintendent of Schools, at the above address.

Independent School District #756 reserves the right to reject any and all

proposals, to waive irregularities therein, and further reserves the right to
award a contract that is in the best interest of Independent School District

Dated this 31st day of March, 2015

3/31,4/7
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Hearing Centers

Special pricing on the
Binax from Siemens

ONE WEEK ONLY
APRIL 13th -17th

You are invited to find out more about this
amazing new technology from Siemens
Hearing Instruments.

It will allow you to hear better than ever in day-to-day
life and especially in all those challenging listening
environments, like parties, restaurants, large gatherings,
and even in windy outdoor environments.

Advanced
Partner

WANTS EVERYONE

TO HEAR BETTER

for a
free hearing
aid consultation

1-800-804-3361

TO0

e Best Sound Technology

e Up to 48 Channels for exceptional
sound clarity

e 4 Microphones on each unit

Siemens
Hearing
Instruments

Melissa Corbin, a Siemens Factory Representative
will be at my office in Austin on Tuesday, April 14
and Wednesday, April 15 in Owatonna.

o

BBB

AMY SWAIN
HEARING

CENTERS

Amy’s hearing centers are also a
member of the Better Business Bureau.

2

AUSTIN
608 1st Ave SW

(1 block south of Godfather’s Pizza on the other one way)

507-433-4144

WASECA
118 North State Street

(the same building as Waseca Family Dentistry)

507-521-2758

OWATONNA

685 Bridge St. Suite 1B
(by Torey’s Restaurant)

507-451-3879

www.amyswainhearingcenters.com

200 Off

$400 Off

A SET OF BINAX 5 MI
ORBINAX 7 MI

The Binax released by Siemens in the fall of
2014 now has 4 microphones on each unit
instead of one or two. It also has up to 48

channels of frequency processing. The result

is better hearing in noisy places. Call for a free
hearing aid consultation. This offer cannot be
combined with any other offers.

‘I

ANY OTHER SET OF
HEARING AIDS

purchased during the Open House week of
April 13th through 17th. Call for a FREE hearing
aid consultation. This offer cannot be combined
with any other offers. See what we have
for comfort, convenience, versatility and
easy listening.

7

______}7________,

I GOOD ONLY
April 13-17, 2015

GOOD ONLY
April 13-17, 2015

DR. AMY SWAIN : AUDIOLOGIST 5 years dispensing hearing aids for Mayo Medical Ventures in

Amy Swain Hearing Centers is your source for Audiological services,
hearing instruments and assistive listening devices.

Amy has been an Audiologist since 1989 specializing in many different
brands of hearing aids. She was awarded her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Communication Disorders in 1987 from the University of
Minnesota and went on to acquire her Master's Degree in Audiology,
also from the University of Minnesota in 1989. She spent about

Rochester, MIN and many years after that working in private practice.
Amy's doctorate degree in Audiology came from the Arizona School
of Health Sciences in spring of 2010. Now with over 20 years of
experience she is confident she can help you hear better!

Dr. Amy Swain is a member of the Minnesota Academy of Audiology

as well as a fellow member of the American Academy of Audiology.
Her hearing centers are also a member of the Better Business Bureau.
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Creating a grant program for assisted living facilities

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Assisted living facilities would get
assistance to help seniors stay indepen-
dent longer through a bill that would
create a grant program.

The bill was referred to the Aging
and Long-Term Care Policy Commit-
tee, where it awaits its first hearing.

“Assisted living facilities help pro-
vide quality care for our elders each
and every day,” said Rep. Peggy Ben-
nett, R-Albert Lea, in a press release.
She introduced the legislation. “One
common concern I’ve heard, as I’ve
spoken with staff and managers at as-
sisted living facilities, is the struggle
that these facilities go through to stay
financially afloat while keeping up
with maintenance and repairs to their
homes and facilities. It’s my hope this
grant program can help alleviate some

Kenyon Sunset Home
Skilled Nursing Facility

of that pressure.”

Bennett said in a phone interview on
Wednesday that funding is very tight
for elderly care. “That is a priority in
our caucus this year to address a lot of
those places who are on a razor thin
margin,” she said.

If the bill passes the legislature
would appropriate $5 million for the
biennium beginning on July 1. The
grants must be used to employ assis-
tive technology to help residents re-
main in the community as an alterna-
tive to placement in a nursing home
or for infrastructure maintenance and
repairs. Any unexpended funds in the
first year do not cancel and are avail-
able in the second year. This is a one-
time appropriation. Only licensed fa-
cilities would be able to participate in
the grant program.

Bennett said the bill was inspired by
her visit to an assisted living facility

———

Kenyon Bfnﬁ@mﬂéﬂ@

‘Serving our seniors with purpose, compassion and care!

Gunderson Gardens & Rose Wing Gunderson Suites

in Albert Lea earlier this month with
House Speaker Kurt Daudt, where they
heard from staff about the struggle to
pay for technology upgrades such as
chair lifts, as well as basic maintenance
for the home, in addition to staff, care
and other costs.

She added that another factor driv-
ing the financial need for assisted care
facilities is increased state regulation
throughout the years. “The additional
regulations are not necessarily bad, but
they do take a lot of money for facili-
ties to comply,” she said. “This grant
will help with compliance costs, such
as remodeling a shower for handi-
capped access or a stair lift.”

The grant program would not be
used for staff salaries, Bennett said.

“I think this will have a good impact
in helping people to remain more inde-
pendent before they have to go into a
nursing home,” Bennett said.

Assisted Living Apartments &

Newly Renovated Suites

Therapy Services by Rehab Care For Campus & Community Members

Assisted Living Memory Care

Owatonna

GRANITE Ccf MONUMENT

Telling Your Story in Stone
- Full line of granite and bronze memorials
- Custom laser etchings
- Designing personalized memorials since 1987

President Office Manager

John Heerema Barbara Heerema

Sales and Support Staff
Ed Cunningham & Janice Zierke

1180 Frontage Rd. E
507-455-9551 | owatonnagranite.com

e Compassionate staff

¢ Daily social activities

e Rare two bedroom unit available now!
* Home Health Care available

e Delicious and nutritious meals
¢ |ndividualized care from dedicated staff

e Come in today for a tour,
we would love to show you around.

Whispering
Assisted Living Community
903 Calverly Court - Ellendale

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 - www.cashwise.com

Whisperiri '

Assisted Living Community

WE HAVE OPENINGS

For more
Information call

507-684-3026

ak

ok SENIDE SOBCLAL,

EVER M.EIEAY LUN CH

AGES 59 AND OVER
ALLYOU AN EAT BUFFET

142 BROADWAY STWEST
IN OWATONNA
(507) 446-9990

PRICENOT VALIDWITH ANY OTHER OFFERS,
COUPONS, DISCOUNTS OR REWARDS.

Large Selection & Low Prices
Right To Your Door!

OPEN il
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Glenn’s Motorcoach Tours, Inc

ROCHESTER, MN

Departing from: Rochester, Austin & Owatonna
CALL TODAY FOR A DETAILED BROCHURE!

1-800-795-8516 or 507-288-1329

MAY BRANSON

MAY 1 -4, 2015

$579

A Tribute to Frankie Vallie & The Four Seasons, Presley’s Country Jubilee, The Texas Tenors, BJ Thomas & John Conlee

HOLLAND, MI TULIP FESTIVAL

MAY 8 - 10, 2015

$459

DOOR COUNTY, Wi

MAY 15- 17, 2015

§399

NW CIRCLE & YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

JUNE 11 - 26, 2015

§2349

MACKINAC ISLAND, MI

JUNE 12 - 14, 2015

$449

PORT WASHINGTON, Wi - SALMON FISHING

JUNE 21 - 22, 2015

§399

CALGARY STAMPEDE & CANADIAN ROCKIES

JULY 4-12, 2015

§1539

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK TOUR

JULY 18 - 26, 2015

$1499

SUMMERTIME ON THE MISSISSIPPI

JULY 22 - 24, 2015

$469

CHICAGO, IL GANGSTER TOUR

AUGUST7-9, 2015

$459

TRAINS IN THE COLORADO ROCKIES

AUGUST 13 - 22, 2015

$1499

UTAH CANYON COUNTRY PARK TOUR

AUG 23 - SEPT 3, 2015

$2399

NEW YORK CITY

AUG 29 - SEPT 5, 2015

$1469

NOVA SCOTIA & ATLANTIC CANADA

SEPTEMBER 7 - 23, 2015

$2899

MACKINAC ISLAND, MI

SEPTEMBER 11 - 13, 2015

§449

FALL MYSTERY TOUR - All new 6 day tour!

SEPTEMBER 15 - 20, 2015

$879

NEW ENGLAND FALL COLOR TOUR

SEPT 26 - OCT 7, 2015

$1719

WASHINGTON DC & GETTYSBURG

OCTOBER 12 - 18, 2015

$1099

KANSAS SPEEDWAY - SPRINT CUP & NATIONWIDE RACES

OCTOBER 16 - 19, 2015

$569

AUTUMN IN THE SMOKY MOUNTAINS

OCTOBER 20 - 25, 2015

$899

CHRISTMAS BRANSON

NOVEMBER 6 - 9, 2015

$579

Pam Tillis & Lorrie Morgan, A Tribute to Patsy Cline, Presley’s Country Jubilee, A Tribute to Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons

CHRISTMAS BRANSON

NOVEMBER 13 - 16, 2015

§579

The Osmond Brothers & The Lennon Sisters, The Famous Herman’s Hermits, A Tribute to Marty Robbins, Legends in Concert Tribute Show

CHRISTMAS BRANSON

NOVEMBER 20 - 23, 2015

The Texas Tenors, The Famous Lettermen, Dixie Stampede Dinner Show, Charley Pride

§579

Vision changes as you age

As a person gets older certain
bodily changes are to be expect-
ed. For example, muscle tone
may diminish and bones can
become more fragile as we age.
Exercise and healthy eating may
be able to stave off some of the
effects of aging, but avoiding vi-
sion problems may require some
additional effort.

Vision naturally diminishes as
we age, but not all vision chang-
es are related to aging. Many
natural changes are not severe
and may only require a minor
adjustment in prescription glass-
es or contact lenses. Improved
lighting or bigger print may help
remedy other issues, including
blurry text.

However, certain conditions
that people blame on getting old-
er really may be hereditary or a
byproduct of an illness. There’s
a difference between changes
that are the result of aging and
those that are not. Recognizing
the differences can help individ-
uals get the treatment necessary
to prevent permanent eye dam-
age.

Age-related changes

Difficulty seeing clearly for
reading and close work is one
of the most common age-related
vision issues. This condition
can begin as early as age 40 and
worsen as a person gets older.

Variation in the eyes’ ability to
focus properly is called pres-
byopia, and it will worsen over
time.

Other normal signs of aging
include problems with glare
from headlights or the sun. Lens
changes in the eye can cause
light to be scattered rather than
focused on the retina. This leads
to more glare. In dim condi-
tions, a person may find he or

she needs more light to see well.
That’s because muscles that
control pupil size and reaction to
light lose some strength.
Changes in color perception
also may begin. The normally
clear lens of the eye can discol-
or, making it difficult to distin-
guish between certain hues.

A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS IN NASHVILLE, TN

HAWAII - COMPLETE PKG W/ AIR

DEEP SOUTH TEXAS

SPRING MYSTERY TOUR - ALL NEW 7 DAY TOUR!

MYRTLE BEACH & CHARLESTON, SC

GRANDPARENTS, GRANDKIDS & FAMILIES TO KANSAS CITY
ALASKA - LAND & CRUISE - COMPLETE PKG W/ AR

DECEMBER 1 - 6, 2015
JANUARY 16 - 24, 2016
MARCH 5 - 18, 2016
APRL 11 - 17, 2016
APRIL 23 - MAY 1, 2016
JULY 14 - 17, 2016
JULY 27 - AUG 7, 2016

$1199
$3649

$2149 _
§999 , > 3 Vibrant Living For

§1349 Individuals 55 & Older
Aduits $449 Kids $299 at a Reasonable Price

starting at $5199
G @@W@%’}
ALL PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 507455375 8|

ONLY A FEW SEATS LEFT ON SOME TOURS! BB ',

All of our Tours are Fully Escorted in Deluxe Motorcoaches & Luggage Handling is included.
For More Information or to Book A Tour, Call Today!
Check us out on the Web - www.glennsmotorcoachtours.com

Email: glenn@glennsmotorcoachtours.com

"“Traveling With The Professionals"

COOPERATIVE

1 & 2 bedroom apartment homes
available now for purchase
starting at $15,000 or
lease starting at $572 per month

1 & 2 bedrooms * Cable TV
Single-Level Convenience *
Wifi Internet

REALIFE

COOPERATIVE

Call Jon Arnett @ 455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna f

(Ebank

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main Street
507-583-6627

usbank.com
Member FDIC

Visit all of these advertisers

from their ads on our website!

STeEELE COUNTY

Always local, all the time.

14th Time Presidents Award Winner

218 Hwy N. * Blooming Prairie

583-2046 www.krejciford.com

www.steeledodgenews.com

« Personalized Pre-Arrangement den's 1608 126 St S.1. - Austn, N
e SOUTHWEST www.swsalesinc.com
SALES “Quality Used Cars For Less!”
e Purple Cross Plans 507-437-1316
G (CA: 501 1stAve. SW Austin MN
o Grief Support Resources 74@ NY SW Servioe & Retuid Al Domesii
Kittleson TRAN , Automatic Tranmissions
418 Hwy A\ZE.OS?)oSBé%or;isnglPrairie, MN Npﬁ'zfpﬁe?r;iiﬁgd of Austin 507-437-0037 146 3rd Avenue S.E. o Blooming Prairie
- Consultant _
Collision & Paint Work }(?507) 5,83 668t3.
NOF’[hS’[*I’ Frame Machine il
. Funeral BODY SHOP ignments & Tres saveenergyinbloomingprairie.com
. or
Home 25446 US Hwy 218N 'Austm, MN 507'433'4609 smmpa.org




Advertise

S ([

.Garage Sales!

Contact Lynn today
to place your ad

in The Times .

507-583-4431

SteeLe COUNTY

Always local, all the time.

Position

INETLEL I
STEELE COUNTY

Landfill Operator/Bookkeeper
Complete job description
and required application
can be found at:

www.co.steele.mn.us
630 Florence Avenue
PO Box 890
Owatonna, MN 55060
EOE

Senior Apartment
Prairie Villa 11

Blooming Prairie

One Bedroom apartment for
elderly or disabled persons

Rent is based on 30% of net income.
Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project
Call Baldus Properties LL.C

e D07-437-2074

Steele County Times + Tuesday, April 7, 2015 « 9D

Estate

STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

COUNTY OF STEELE
Court File No 74-PR-15-576

NOTICE AND ORDER OF
HEARING ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF

INTESTACY, DETERMINATION
OR HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of
Jesse B. Pike, Jr.,
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given
that on May 5, 2015, at 10:45 a.m.,
a hearing will be held in this Court
at 111 East Main Street, Owatonna,
Minnesota, for the adjudication
of intestacy and determination of
heirship of the Decedent, and for
the appointment of P. Kelley Giblin,
whose address is 1720 Brant Circle,
Eagan, MN, 55122 as Personal
Representative of the Estate of the
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED
administration. Any objections to the
petition must be filed with the Court
prior to or at the hearing. If proper
and if no objections are filed or
raised, the Personal Representative
will be appointed with full power to
administer the Estate including the
power to collect all assets, to pay
all legal debts, claims, taxes and
expenses, to sell real and personal
property, and to do all necessary
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject
to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors
having claims against the Estate
are required to present the claims
to the personal representative or to
the Court Administrator within four
months after the date of this Notice
or the claims will be barred.

Dated:
2015.03.19

BY THE COURT

Karen R. Duncan
Judge of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner

Kristin K. Haberman

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver

& Haberman, PA.

202 N. Cedar Ave.

PO Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 0268045
Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: haberman@owatonnalawyers.
com

3/31,4/7

MCAN

www.steeledodgenews.com

Call: 507-583-4431 « Fax: 507-583-4445 + Email: bptimes@frontiernet.net « Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ===

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

NEED CLASS A CDL TRAINING?
Start a career in trucking today! Swift
Academies offer PTDI certified courses
and offer “best-in-class” training. New
academy classes weekly. No money down
or credit check. Certified mentors ready
and available. Paid (while training with
mentor). Regional and dedicated oppor-
tunities. Great career path. Excellent ben-
efits package. Please call: 866/975-8141

LINSMEIER TRUCKING
A MN based company is now hiring
Company Drivers & Owner/Operators
to pull hopper bottom in the upper Mid-
west. Home weekends. Call 320/382-6644

NOW HIRING
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 sign on
bonus, flexible home time, extensive bene-
fits. Call now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

HELP WANTED

CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS
and arrest records expunged or sealed.
Free one hour Consultation to discuss
recent changes to the Expungement
Laws and how they may affect your fu-
ture. Duggins Law Firm 651/490-0222

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500
part time to $7,500/mo. full time. Train-
ing provided www.WorkServices6.com

Classified Advertising
that is

Easy!

THE MinnesoTA CrLassiFIED AD NETWORK

Make an impact with your advertising
dollar with classified advertising that
reaches over 3 million readers!

Your newspaper representative

= STATEWIDE can provide
CLASSIFIEDS complete details.
The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2079

EMPLOYMENT

SOFTWARE ENGINEERS
Programmers with C+, .NET or C#
experience or training. High pay scale.
Aatrix Software, Inc. A rapidly grow-
ing eFile provider bruces@aatrix.com

RAILROAD
VEGETATION CONTROL:
Full-time traveling opportunity, 60-80
hours/week, $11-$15/hour, meal al-
lowance, paid lodging & benefit pack-
age. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, ND —
888/700-0292 | www.rawapplicators.com
| info@rawapplicators.com

EDUCATION

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES
Needed. Train at home to process medi-
cal billing & insurance claims! No expe-
rience needed! Online training at Bryan
University! HS diploma/GED & com-
puter/Internet  needed.  877/259-3880

FARM EQUIPMENT

MINNESOTA HUNTING LAND
Wanted. Earn thousands on your land by
leasing the hunting rights. Free evalua-
tion & info packet. Liability coverage in-
cluded. The experts at Base Camp Leasing
have been bringing landowners & hunters
together since 1999. Call: 866/309-1507
Email: info@basecampleasing.com
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

FARMS & LAND

CORN FARMERS
Did you harvest or sell corn between
November 1, 2013 and the present? You
may be entitled to compensation. Call At-
torney Charles H. Johnson 800/535-5727

STEEL BUILDINGS
Must  Go! 1-60’x101°, 1-75’x125’,
1-103°x250°. May Split. Call Today

& Save Thousands!!! 800/411-5866

DO YOU OWE
over $10,000 to the IRS or State in
back taxes? You could get a settle-
ment for as low as 25% of previous IRS
settlements. Call now!  800/558-0486

GEOTHERMAL HEATING

& COOLING SYSTEMS
Commercial, residential & shop build-
ings. Economical heating & cool-
ing. Federal tax credits, electric
rebates available. Earthloop Geother-
mal Systems, Fosston 218/435-6379

SAWMILLS
from only $4,397.00 Make & save
money with your own bandmill. Cut
lumber any dimension. In stock, ready
to ship. Free Info/DVD: 800/578-1363
Ext.300N  www.NorwoodSawmills.com

STOP OVERPAYING
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed
Canadian  and  International  phar-
macy service to compare prices and
get $15.00 off your first prescription
and free Shipping. Call 800/259-1096

DISH TV RETAILER
Dish TV Retailer -Save! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months.) Free Pre-
mium Movie Channels. Free Equip-
ment, Installation & Activation. Call,
compare local deals!! 800/297-8706

GOT KNEE PAIN?
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a
pain-relieving brace -little or no
cost to you. Medicare patients call
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck orboat to Heritage For The Blind. Free
3 day vacation, tax deductible, free towing,
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

YOUR AD COULD
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele
County Times Today!

507-583-4431

SteeLE COUNTY

Always local, all the time.

, THE
LASSIFIEDS-

~Whera the Deals Are!
=_ FORRENT /\ WANTED
Nam/_ FORSALE OPPORTUNITIES

‘f:' GARAGE TN HOMES
= SALES =1 ) FORSALE
TSTEELE County

imes

Always local, all the time.
Call to place an item
in the Classifieds today:

507-583-4431

CLUES ACROSS

1. Harsh grating sound  gliding over snow

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

Answers on Page 5C

OPPORTUNITY 5. American Resource 32. In a way, initiated

Bureau (abbr.) 33. Was inclined
8. Fiddler crabs 38. Divides evenly into
11. Mex. soccer goalie 41. Born early
Guillermo 43. The Ocean State
13. After B 45. Rifle blades
14. Jai __, sport 47. Whale ship captain
15. Brief ad or notice 49. Scientific workplace
16. Certified public 50. Fill with high spirits
accountant 55. Ancient kingdom
17. Vexation near Dead Sea
18. Rough gemstone 56. 7th Greek letter
20. Annual grass of 57. Peoples of the
Europe and N Africa Middle East
21. Metal cooking 59. Height x width
vessels 60. A way to drench
22. Suspiciousness 61. Artificial waterway
25. “Purple Haze” 62. Possessed
musician 63. Turns into noun
30. In a way, built up 64. Capital of Yemen
We have the NEWS 31. Runner used for
you want to know
and the hometown
coverage you expect. | | CLUES DOWN
1. Take by force 10. Small Island (British) 29. Famished 46. Swedish rock group

34. Snakelike fish

35. Doctors’ group
36. Anais ____, author
37. CNN’s founder
39. Bad water disease

47. Indian housemaid

48. Israeli dance

51. Insect secretion used in
shellac

52. Macaws

2. Liberal rights organization 12. __ Dhabi, Arabian capital

3. Avoid and stay away from 14. Egyptian cobras
deliberately 19. Overly precious (British)

4. Meat from a pig (alt. sp.)  23. Not or

5. Harmoniousness 24. Foreigners

6. Fixes 25. Stab 40. Given 53. Source of the Blue Nile

7. A member of the Beat 26. Frost a cake 41. Favorite 54. Abba __, Israeli politician
Generation 27. Microgram 42. Lift 58. Patti Hearst’s captors

8. Arm bones 28. George’s brother 44. Discuss opposing points

9. Abel’s brother (Bible) composer 45. Bleated

Contact us for a complimentary consultation or second opinion — with no obligation.

N

GIVE YOUR
FINANCIAL

Specializing in:

STEELE COUNTY Mutual Funds * Unit Investment Trusts
[ | Fived & Variable Annuities « Stocks g I Er ?Z;efl’
I LAN I I I I E, Bonds * Life Insurance * Long-Term — CCENTRA R O
————————————
(are Insurance * IRAs W |nvestment Services
-—

ATTENTION
IT DESERVES.

Always local, all the time. 507-434-3334 400 Fourth Ave. NE * Austin, MN 55912

Registered Representative of INVEST Financial Corporation, member FINRA/SIPC. INVEST and its affiliated insurance agencies offer securities, advisory services and certain
insurance products and are not affiliated with Accentra Investment Services, Products offered are; « Not FDIC insured « Not Credit Union Guaranteed © May lose value.




Often readers are frustrated
and not sure which book to
choose next. When you stop in
at the Blooming Prairie Branch
Library, we will try our best to
suggest books you may enjoy.
We are sometimes even able
to help you find the “red book
about a lady who meets an old
friend” or some similar topic.
While we can’t guarantee that
we have that specific book you
are looking for, we will try our
best. We have outside help-
ers such as the professional
library staff at the Owatonna
Public Library who has varied
knowledge and experience.
The state sponsored MNLink
website (www.mnlinkgateway.
org) allows patrons access to
materials throughout the state
of Minnesota. Those materi-
als will not be sent to a patron
directly, but to their library

Submitted photo

District governor gives membership awards

It was Governor’s Night at the April 1 regular meeting of the Blooming Prairie Lions Club. Gov.
Harry Klenke of District 5M-2 brought greetings from the International President and also
presented membership awards to five club members. Gov. Klenke is at far left. Also shown,
from left to right, are: Paul Fiebiger (10 years), Laverne Johnson (35 years), Jeff Kramer (25
years) and Barry Olson (25 years). Not present to receive a 10-year award was Jim O’Connor.
The Blooming Prairie Lions Club is observing its 60th anniversary in 2015.

Steele County Times

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt

where they can be checked
out. We have received items
from Duluth, the metro area,
and even North Dakota.

There is also a newer option to
help you choose a library book
using the online catalog, accessed
either through www.owatonna.
info or www.selco.info. On the
catalog page is a new section
titled Home Rooms. The Home
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Accessing materials via the state

Rooms allow you to easily find
specific genres you might be
interested, such as historical
fiction, inspirational fiction, mys-
teries, romances, science fiction/
fantasy, and westerns. When
choosing the genre you would
like, specific titles are suggested
for you. Ifthose aren’t exactly
what you want, you can then see
a complete listing of that type of
book available through SELCO.
Let us help you find that
perfect book or movie.
See you at the library!
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Contact Lynn today

to place your ad
in The Times

" 507-583-4431

T&EELE County

Always local, all the (ime.

Milkers Lawn Service

Mike Woslager - Full Lawn Care
507-259-8698 - 507-477-3390
P.O. Box 1061 - Hayfield

Commercial or Residential Offer
Season Contracts or Per Time

SPRING LAWN SERVICE INCLUDES:

Need new

compression socks?

Buy 2, Get 1 Free Sale

High quality compression socks are on sale for a limited time. Buy
2, get 1 free during the month of April at Mayo Clinic Stores in Mayo
Clinic Health System sites in Albert Lea and Austin.

|f Mowing,Power Raking,Aeration,
' Weed Control, Fertilization and Full Landscapmg

m LN TNICE
when you prepay for

Albert Lea
404 W. Fountain St.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-377-5913

1000 First Drive NW
Austin, MN 55912
507-434-1266

Austin

oo/o Oﬂ Spring Clean Up.

Expires April 30, 2015

“We will do your lawn the way you want it.”

MAYO CLINIC

HEALTH SYSTEM

Child and Teen Checkups are available to children from birth through

age 20 who are covered by Minnesota state health plans such as:

 Medical Assistance ¢« Minnesota Care
e South Country Health Alliance ¢ Blue Plus

Child and Teen Checkups Program

ey e e Ui
e Health Care for Kids B

507-444-7650

Call if you need help with transportation, interpreters or
making an appointment with a doctor or a dentist.

STEELE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH
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