
By KAREN JORGENSEN
News Editor

Almost a full school year into 
a mandated teacher evaluation 
process, area school superinten-
dents say they are pleased with 
the results.

In 2011 Minnesota passed 
House File No. 26 that revised 
the teacher evaluation system in 
the state. The law gave districts 
the opportunity to develop their 
own evaluation systems to meet 
their specific needs or imple-
ment a model system developed 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Education.

Selected schools participated 
in a pilot program during the 
2013-2014 school year based on 
the state plan. All districts were 
to implement their plans in the 
2014-2015 school year.

Both Rich Dahman, superin-
tendent in Medford, and Triton 
Superintendent Brett Joyce said 
their districts had developed 
their own plans.

“We decided to work with 
administrators and teachers to 
develop our own plan,” Dahman 
said. He said they looked at the 
state model and incorporated 
into the local plan what they 
thought would work.

“I’m very happy with the 
work the group did,” Dahman 
said.

He said he is most pleased 
with the part of the plan that in-
volves peer coaching for teach-
ers. The state law requires, he 
said, that each district have some 
sort of peer coaching strategy.

The Medford district, he said, 
decided it would be more valu-
able if one person was placed 
into that position and the district 
moved a teacher into a coaching 
role.

What the coach does, he said, 
is to help teachers with setting 
goals and what their specific 
needs are determined to be.

“The model is built around 
continuous improvement,” he 
said. Most of the goals are cen-
tered around things that impact 
student achievement and some 
are for improving teaching tech-
nique, he said.

The evaluation process, he 
said, is on a three year cycle for 
tenured teachers who have a for-
mal evaluation once every three 

Most are set to face 
solicitation charges

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

An undercover sex sting in Freeborn 
and Steele counties has resulted in the 
arrests of 20 people ranging in ages of 
26 to 73.

The South Central Drug Investiga-
tion Unit (SCDIU) made the arrests 
over the past three months in response 
to human trafficking and related sex 
crimes. The stings took place Feb. 19 
and April 7 in Albert Lea and March 20 
in Owatonna. 

Those arrested in the Albert Lea 
stings include: Donald Harm Huisen-
gay, 62, Coulter, Iowa; Leon James 
Holst, 60, Dexter; Allen Scott Ras-

mussen, 50, Rochester; Mark Randel 
Ward, 56, Albertville; Jay Howard 
Graves, 52, Decorah, Iowa; Kenneth 
John Bradley, 49, Minneapolis; James 
Ernest Nylund, 73, Owatonna; Thomas 
Dale Wicks, 40, Austin; Christopher 
Edward Wiener, 43, Waseca and Brian 
Eric Pillard, 53, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Authorities made 10 additional ar-
rests during the Owatonna sting, in-
cluding Steven Ronald Fisher, 58, 

Swea City, Iowa; Jesse Allen Woytcke, 
46, Glencoe; Mark Charles Hinsch, 
59, Waltham; Gary John Percival, 28, 
Roseville; Lee Allen Albertson, 44, 
Scarville; Robert Philip Parker, 59, 
Rochester; Franklin Daniel Voeltz, 36, 
Austin; Rebecca Faye Voeltz, 36, Aus-
tin; Lance Dean Madson, 26, Ellendale 
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Planting could beat target goal

FEEDLOTS
Continued on Page 3A

By KAREN JORGENSEN
News Editor

Attorneys for Dodge County 
and Westfield Township farmer 
Nick Masching told District 
Court Judge Joseph Chase last 
week that Lowell and Evelyn 
Trom’s request to amend their 
original complaint against the 
defendants should be denied.

Earlier this year the Troms 
filed an appeal in Dodge County 
District Court of Dodge Coun-
ty’s approval of a conditional 
use permit for Masching to con-
struct a hog feedlot on property 
in Westfield Township that is ad-
jacent to the Trom farm.

In early April they filed an 
amendment to the original com-
plaint seeking to add a challenge 
to Dodge County’s January 
2015 revision of the ordinance 
that regulates conditional use 
permits in relation to feedlots. It 
also brought up issues of manure 
management programs and the 
Department of Natural Resourc-
es recent study of groundwater 
conditions in Dodge County.

Both sides were in district 
court in Rochester last Friday 
as Chase heard arguments for 
and against letting the amend-
ed complaint be accepted. Al-
though it is a Dodge County 
case, the issue is being tried in 
Olmsted County before Chase 
because the county requested 
that Dodge County District 
Court Judge Jodi Williamson re-
move herself from the case. Last 
November, Williamson ruled 
that Dodge County had violated 
sections of its feedlot ordinance 
in granting Masching’s original 
conditional use permit. She also 
said that Masching could reap-
ply for the permit if he provided 
all the documentation required.

He did reapply and a sec-
ond conditional use permit was 
granted.

The current court action is an 
appeal of that second condition-
al use permit.

Paul Reuvers, representing 
Dodge County, and Jack Perry, 
representing Masching, both 
urged Chase to deny the amend-
ed complaint.

In requesting that the judge 
deny the amended complaint, 
Reuvers told Chase the court 
lacked jurisdiction over the mat-
ter because the county had not 
been properly served in a timely 
manner.
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Steele-Freeborn sex sting nets 20 arrests

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer
A tractor plants seeds north of Blooming Prairie recently.

Spring seen as better 
than in previous years

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

The target date is April 25 for many 
farmers and producers in southern Minne-
sota to start planting this year’s crops. The 
goal is to be done by May 1. And so far the 
weather is playing its part.

“We’re seeing some guys are getting 
started,” said Adam Czech, spokesperson 
for the Minnesota Corn Growers Associa-
tion. “I talked to one in Mapleton, west of 
Blooming Prairie, and he’s planting. There 
have been a lot of activities in fields in-
cluding prep work and tillage.”

Czech said this spring is much better 
than the last couple of years. “It has been 
so wet, that they have been waiting until 

mid-May, early June to plant,” he said. 
“Preparation and getting into the field is 
much better than last year.”

Minnesota Farm Bureau President Kevin 
Paap said many are putting on fertilizer that 
may not have been done last fall. And oth-
ers are tilling or running a field cultivator 
ahead of the planter to loosen up the soil. 
“They don’t want rain in between,” he said.

And for many, the seed has already been 
purchased making it available for the plant-
ing season. “Most actually purchase at the 
end of the year or the beginning of the year 
depending on tax purposes,” Paap said.

Right now many farmers and producers 
are waiting around for the right weather. 
“The hard part is we don’t know what the 
right weather is,” Paap said. “It is just a little 
early. It is hard for farmers unless they have 
a lot of acres and need many days to plant.”

Technology and farming equipment can 
plant 200 acres to 300 acres in a day.

Czech added that if the crops can get in 

a little earlier there will be better yields. 
“Hopefully, the moisture comes once their 
planted at the right time,” he said. “The 
last couple of years it was so wet in the 
spring, they planted late. Once planted, 
you cross your gingers to get some rain.”

While corns and soybeans will be the top 
two crops planted, Czech said we are antici-
pating a drop off in corn. “Projections are 
showing about the same as it was last year,” 
he said. “Prices are down and it is a tough 
market, but farmers keep plugging away and 
hoping to get cooperative weather and re-
turns are better than another year. Those who 
have been farming for a while and have gone 
through a tough year, know it is cyclical and 
can’t (over) react to a couple of tough years.”

Paap said that farmers see the same ev-
ery spring. “That’s optimism in planting 
that seed and with the help of good weather, 
hopefully a bountiful crop,” he said. “We’re 
always optimistic to get out here and put the 
crop in. We certainly are not late.”

Medford 
off to a 
hot start

Page 1B

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

In response to growing concerns across the country re-
garding courthouse security, the Steele County Sheriff is 
requesting more manpower.

Sheriff Lon Thiele is making a pitch to add two deputies 
to his department beginning as early as this summer. The 
proposal has made its way through two key county commit-
tees and now awaits final approval from commissioners at 
their meeting April 28.

Adding two more licensed deputies would cost the 
county about $80,000 in 2015 and $160,000 in years fol-
lowing, according to county commissioner Corky Ebeling, 
who heard the sheriff’s request in a committee meeting last 
week. The county is currently operating under the 2015 
budget, which does not include any additional staffing for 
the sheriff’s office. 

Despite the request coming midway into a budget year, 
Ebeling called the sheriff’s idea “reasonable and much 

Sheriff wants more deputies for courthouse
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I have a confession. 
I recently was locked 

up behind prison bars in 
a facility that once was 
deemed the bloodiest 47 
acres in America. In fact, 
it was a family affair as 
three other members of my 
family joined me in prison. 

It was short lived, 
however. After three hours 
of confinement, my fam-
ily was allowed to leave 
on good behavior. 

I got a taste of a life-
style that I would never 
want to ever experience. 

My lock up in the Mis-
souri State Penitentiary 
(MSP) in Jefferson City, 
Missouri, was at my own 
choosing. You can rest a 
little easier now knowing 
that I’m not some ax mur-
derer running around or a 
crazed robber or kidnapper. 

The prison is no longer in 
operation, at least for lock-
ing up criminals. Instead the 
facility now hosts tours, in-
cluding ghost tours at night, 
for those interested in get-
ting a small taste of prison 
life. At one time, MSP was 
one of the oldest continu-
ous run lock-up facilities 
in the country. It opened in 
1836 and continued hous-
ing prisoners until 2004. 

The first prisoner was 
locked up on the same 
day the 1836 Battle of the 
Alamo was fought. At its 
peak before closing in 2004, 
the prison housed over 
5,200 inmates and once 
the largest in the country. 

The tour includes going 
through the oldest building 
built in 1868, dungeon cells, 
death row and the infamous 
gas chamber. Missouri 
began utilizing lethal gas in 
1937 for those given death 
sentences. No less than 40 
inmates were put to death in 
the chamber up until 1989. 
The mug shots of all those 
put to death are hanging 
outside the chamber. It just 
gives you the chills look-
ing at some of those faces 

and knowing that they took 
another person’s life.

We also learned about 
some of the infamous 
inmates at the penitentiary 
over the years. A former 
Union general, the first train 
robber, 1930s gangsters, 
world champion athletes 
and the assassin that killed 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
all came through the gates 
of MSP. Some eventually 
left the prison for success-
ful careers in the arts, 
sports and even govern-
ment while others chose 
a life of more crime.

Assassin James Earl Ray 
was serving time in the 
prison for the 1959 robbery 
of a St. Louis grocery store. 
During his eight years in 
lock up, Ray failed to escape 
many times before finally 
succeeding by hiding in a 
bread box and leaving in a 
delivery truck. He was on 
the run for about a year when 
he shot Dr. King in 1968. 

There is rich history 
scattered throughout the 
prison yard. The prison saw 
many deaths, riots, es-
capes, suicides and terrible 
fires during its nearly 180 
functioning years. The worst 
riot took place in 1954 
when four inmates had been 

killed, 50 injured and more 
than $5 million in damage 
had been done to the prison. 

There have been sev-
eral television shows shot 
inside the prison in the 
past decade, including 
numerous ghost hunt-
ing programs. They claim 
to have witnessed para-
normal activity and that 
the prison is haunted. 

I didn’t experience 
anything haunted, but I can 
assure you I’m not about 
to stick around for any 
length of time to find out. 

I walked out of the facil-
ity just thankful that my par-
ents raised me with strong 
morals, values and a life of 
remaining law abiding. The 
night I spent in jail back 
home may have helped as 
well. When I was a teenager, 
I was locked up for an entire 
night in the McLeod County 
Jail when it was newly con-
structed for a news story. I 
decided at that time I would 
never make a good prisoner. 

And now decades later, 
you can still count on me 
not going in hot pursuit of 
being a criminal any time 
soon. Life behind bars 
does not appeal to me, 
especially after seeing the 
bloodiest prison ever.
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Yes, and I’m almost done.
No; I have a long way to go.
I’m just getting started.

Last week’s question:
Have you or someone you know been 

affected adversely by drugs or alcohol?
* Yes, I’ve had struggles now or in the past.  50%
* Yes, I know someone who’s had issues.  13%
* No, I haven’t seen the effects up close.  38%

This week’s question:
Have you started 
planting crops?

Weigh in with our online poll at 
www.steeledodgenews.com

On Saturday, the weather was 
nice enough that a few trac-
tors and planters were out in the 
fields starting spring planting, 
spreading fertilizer and chisel-
ing up the ground in preparation 
for the spring planting season.

Many are ahead of the game 
compared to the last two years. 
In the last two years the grounds 
were wet and spring rains didn’t 
help matters much either. While 
this year the grounds are not as 
wet as the past two years, farm-
ers and producers are concerned 
about corn prices. This means 
that there might be more soy-
beans planted rather than corn.

At this point, many believe 
they will be able to get into the 
fields and get their crops planted 
by a May 1 deadline. If so, that 
puts them ahead of last year’s 
planting season and for sure the 
previous year’s planting season.

Minnesota Corn Growers As-
sociation spokesperson Adam 
Czech said this spring is much 
better than the last couple of years. 
“It has been so wet that they have 
been waiting until mid-May, early 
June to plant,” he said. “Prepara-
tion and getting into the field is 
much better than last year.”

But for many who work in the 
agricultural community, they say it 
is just too early to tell about what 
is going to happen this planting 
season. Weather always plays a 
big part in the crops and weather 
has a big say in what the plant-
ing season is going to be like 
when it gets to harvest season.

Heading into spring, Minnesota 
Farm Bureau President Kevin Paap 
said that farmers and producers are 
optimistic about the planting and 
harvesting season. They are able 
to roll with the punches because 
they have had ups and downs over 
their years of working the land.

This year will be no different. 
The planting season might start 
out just fine, but if there isn’t 
enough rain at certain points of 
the growing season the crops will 
stall. And then there are always 
the prices that determine what 
kind of overall season that the 
farmers and producers will see.

But for all farmers and pro-
ducers there is excitement being 
generated because it is a new 
season and many look forward to 
seeing how it turns out in the end.

DFL activist Puterbaugh a favorite interviewee

It’s hard to imagine that May 
1 will be here in the next two 
weeks. That means the first 
four months of 2015 will be 
history. Where has it gone?

On Saturday, I already saw 
farmers out in the fields north 
of Blooming Prairie and west 
of Waseca. This means farm-
ers and producers are anxious to 
get the planting completed. The 
Steele County Times has already 
received its first ‘Fair Talk’ from 
Todd Hale. This means that the 
Steele County Free Fair will be 
upon us before you know it.

In the next couple of weeks, 
students from Steele County and 
Dodge County schools will be 
attending their prom and after 
prom parties. And then a few 
weeks after that, this year’s senior 
class will be saying goodbye 
to their communities and head-
ing onto life after high school.

For those who work at the 
Steele County Times and News 
Enterprise, the next few months 
will be the busiest part of our 
year. In May, we will be putting 
together a public safety special 
edition and a graduation special 
edition. In June, there will be 
the Blooming Prairie Fourth of 
July special edition and then in 
July and August come the county 
fair special editions that include 
Mower, Dodge and Steele. Oh and 
guess what, September will be 
here once more and we can start 
thinking about back to school.

Personally, I enjoy this time of 
the year mostly because of the 
sunshine and warm days. The 
warmth feels good on these old 
bones. It does get hectic on the 
job, but the group that we have 
working on these projects makes 
it fun and enjoyable. And the 
special editions that we put out 
are fun to do because we get to 
meet different types of people 
from around the communities.

Enjoy the spring and summer 
months because before you know 
it we’ll be back in school again.

Alan Van Ormer
STEELE COUNTY

A GLIMPSE OF

Where have 
the first four 
months gone?

American history has 
always appealed to me and I 
can stake a claim to the fact 
that I have touched history.

My interest in history has 
been cultivated by my career as 
a journalist. If it had not been 
for my newspaper career, I 
would not have had the chance 
to have covered public appear-
ances of presidents Richard 
Nixon, Jimmy Carter, Gerald 
Ford, Bill Clinton, George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama.

During the past two years 
I became a friend of one of 
my interview subjects, Jack 
Puterbaugh, a DFL activist 
of many years. Puterbaugh, a 
native of Isanti County north 
of the Twin Cities, loved to 
tell stories from his personal 
political history memories. 

Puterbaugh, a tall, slen-
der man, died of pneumonia 
on March 16 at age 89.

I met him during the sum-
mer of 2013, when doing a 

story for a series I was doing 
for ECM Publishers on the 
50th observance of the assas-
sination of President John F. 
Kennedy. I had been tipped 
off that Puterbaugh had been 
an advance man, traveling to 
Dallas to select a site for the 
president’s planned speech 
in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

Puterbaugh vividly recalls be-
ing in Dallas on that fateful day 
and riding in a car only six ve-
hicles ahead of the presidential 

limousine in President 
Kennedy’s motorcade. 

I wrote in my JFK 
story: “Puterbaugh was 
about five blocks away 
in a police vehicle on 
the Stemmons Freeway 
when one of the most 
shocking events in 
the nation’s history 
occurred. Kennedy 
and Gov. John Con-
nally were both shot by an 
assassin who allegedly was 
perched in a tall building, the 
Texas School Book Deposi-
tory Building, on Elm Street. 
Kennedy was fatally wounded, 
but Connally survived.”

Puterbaugh had been an ad-
vance man, because of his DFL 
Party activism, for two Ken-
nedy visits to Minnesota, one 
in 1960 and another in 1963. 
He was selected on the JFK 
advance detail upon the recom-
mendation of a staff member 
of former Minnesota Gov. 

Orville Freeman, 
serving at the time as 
Kennedy’s secre-
tary of agriculture.

I continue to 
write in my story 
on Puterbaugh: 
“Puterbaugh stayed 
in Dallas through 
Nov. 22, the day of 

Kennedy’s visit. He 
started his day at Love 

Field in Dallas. Kennedy 
and his wife Jackie arrived at 
about 11:30 a.m. Puterbaugh 
remembers JFK and Jackie 
shaking a lot of hands before 
they departed in a motorcade.

“Puterbaugh said he was 
amazed by the large crowds of 
people watching the motorcade 
as he rode in a police-driven 
pilot car about five blocks ahead 
of the presidential limou-
sine. As Puterbaugh’s vehicle 
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“We’re seeing an 
uptick in human 
trafficking. There is 
no lack of activity.”~ Jason Petterson

SCDIU commander

continued past the Texas School 
Book Depository and toward 
the freeway, history was for-
ever changed when the police 
radio conveyed a message to 
send all available police offi-
cers to the Triple Underpass.

“Another message came across 
alerting medical people to be 
prepared at Parkland Hospital. 
Puterbaugh said his vehicle pulled 
over to the side of the road on the 
freeway as Kennedy’s limousine 
sped by. Puterbaugh’s pilot car, 
carrying six people, then followed 
the Kennedy limousine and other 
backup cars to Parkland Hospital. 
“I saw them take President Ken-
nedy out of the car,” Puterbaugh 
said. “We knew it was very bad.”

Later, Puterbaugh was driven 
back to the Triple Underpass area. 
“It was chaos,” he said. From there, 

he headed to the Dallas airport 
to arrange a flight back to Min-
nesota. Flights were delayed, but 
he did manage a return flight.”

I have been a collector of JFK 
memorabilia over the years, thus 
the interview with Puterbaugh 
is one that I will always cherish. 
This man saw history as it hap-
pened and 50 years later, was still 
shaken by the assassination.

My friendship with Puterbaugh 
continued as he would call me and 
asked if I were interested in hearing 
about more Minnesota historical 
happenings. His next act of shar-
ing political history came as he 
remembered political history in 
Minnesota from 1938 to 1963. 

I welcomed his calls on more 
political history because it 
could be tied in with our cover-
age on the 2014 election.

Puterbaugh had a knack of recall-
ing political dates in history without 
referring to any written accounts. 
He once met former President 
Harry Truman and that meeting 
allowed Puterbaugh to see Truman 
play the piano while awaiting for a 
public appearance inn Minneapolis.

“Some people go to the movies; 
I follow politics,” Puterbaugh said.

Putebaugh’s treasure of po-
litical memories thankfully has 
been preserved by him donating 
many items to the Isanti County 
Historical Society and also by 
sharing his memories with news 
media types including me.

I did not know Jack Puter-
baugh for a long time but after 
two lengthy interviews in his 
Minneapolis apartment, I felt I 
knew him well. He remembered 
history and was part of it.

Letter to the editor
70 students take Youth 
Service Leadership class

Recently there was an article 
and picture in your newspaper that 
explained a class called Youth 
Service Leadership or YSL.

Every semester at Owatonna High 
School 70 students take this class. It is to 
give back to the community. They read 
to children, play games with the elderly 
or stock shelves at the food shelf. They 
receive one credit for this class. It’s to 
build student leadership skills and to 
serve their community. The teacher said, 
“Hopefully we make them servants to 
our community now and in the future.”

They are in school Mondays and 
Tuesdays. They study team building, 
interpersonal skills, learning styles, 
leadership, mentoring, goal setting 
and expanding friendship networks. 

Wednesday through Friday the stu-
dents are outside the classroom. They 
do this for a whole semester. On top 
of this, they are to spend another 20 
hours of volunteer work. The kids say 
they enjoy getting out of school and 
can hang out with other kids. One said 
I have fun playing and it’s really cool.

One senior exchange student from 
France took the class because it’s 
something she wouldn’t be able to 
experience in her country. France 
doesn’t do anything like this.

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is 
he most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.” Truer words 
have never been spoken. It’s also a terri-
ble thing to waste a mind. With this kind 
of learning, they will become servants—
what else could they qualify to do?

Donna Jenkins
Owatonna

REFLECTIONS
Continued from Page 2A

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Extra counseling is available to Bloom-
ing Prairie High School students after a 
sophomore’s unexpected death last Mon-
day.

The school put its crisis-management 
plan into effect after the boy’s passing, 
said Principal Barry Olson.

“When events like this happen, they 
gather or are called together,” he said of 
team members. “Then we go through 
what we are going to do for the kids and 

all those involved. We work very closely 
with the families and the churches that are 
involved.”

Both counselors and pastors are avail-
able to students, he said. Neighboring dis-
tricts are willing to provide their counsel-
ors in case of emergency, he added.

“Anytime there’s a death in our system, 
whether it’s a student or student’s family 
member or staff member or staff family 
member, we have what we call our code 
yellow,” Olson said. “We bring our crisis 
team to deal with it. We have plans for all 
different types of crises, like tornadoes, 

fires, code blues, lockdowns.”
Olson said administrators are grieving 

along with students.
“It’s not easy; trying to understand why 

these things happen is hard,” he said. 
“But that’s why we’re here and why we 
provide the support we do.” 

Extra counselors available following high-schooler’s death

and Stanley Dennis Trca, 51, 
Garner, Iowa.

Most of those arrested will 
be charged with misdemeanor 
charges related to solicita-
tion of prostitution. However, 
at least one person will face 
a felony for solicitation of a 
juvenile, according to Jason 
Petterson, commander of the 
SCDIU. The solicitation of 
a juvenile statute pertains to 
anyone under the age of 18, he 
noted.

In addition, one person faces 
drug-related charges, Petterson 
said.

The commander said this 
was the first significant series 
of sex stings resulting in so 
many arrests for SCDIU. 

“We’re seeing an uptick in 
human trafficking,” Petterson 
said in response to the under-
cover operation.  He indicated 
that he was not surprised with 
the number of arrests made 
during the stings. “There is no 
lack of activity,” he said. 

Petterson said the sting in-
volved the suspects initiating 
a response to an on-line adver-
tisement posted by undercover 
agents. 

The agents then determined 
a location to meet the person 
who responded to the ad and 
decided on a specific amount 
of money for the acts.  

Human trafficking has been 
around for years, though it 
has been made easier in recent 
years because of the internet, 
Petterson said. 

The April sting in Albert 
Lea was conducted in partner-
ship with the Rochester Police 
Department’s Street Crimes 
Unit. The operation served as a 
training session designed to in-
struct law enforcement officers 
on investigative techniques to 
combat human trafficking. The 
training also focused on topics 
related to current trends, vic-
timization and legal updates.

Petterson said the group 
will continue operating similar 
stings in the future. “We can do 
this at any given time depend-
ing on what else is going on,” 
he said, noting SCDIU gives 
a high priority to illegal drug 
activity. 

The SCDIU is a regional task 
force encompassing Steele, 
Freeborn, Waseca and Farib-
ault counties. The sheriff’s 
departments in each of those 
counties and several police de-
partments, including Blooming 
Prairie and Owatonna, are in-
volved with SCDIU.

SEX STING
Continued from Page 1A

The defendants also maintain that 
any review of the decision to grant the 
conditional use permit is limited to the 
administrative record of the action and 
that additional factual allegations in the 
amended complaint are false, misleading 
and/or irrelevant. 

Reuvers said that the county has estab-
lished a 30-day period in which any appeal 
needs to be made. The plaintiffs, he said, 
were required to serve notice of the appeal 
to the defendant Dodge County within that 
30 days and that was not done. For that 
reason, Reuvers said, he was asking the 
court to dismiss the case entirely.

The county granted the conditional 
use permit on Dec. 11, 2014, Reuvers 

said. On Jan. 7, 2015, he said, the Dodge 
County Sheriff was requested to serve 
County Board Chair Rodney Peterson 
with the notice of appeal. The sheriff did 
that on Jan. 13, Reuvers said, but at that 
time Peterson was not the board chair as 
the County Board had elected John Allen 
as chair on Jan. 6.

As it is required that personal service for 
a county must be on either the chair of the 
county board or the county auditor, in this 
case the county was not properly served 
within the 30 day time frame, Reuvers and 
Perry said.

Because of this, they said, the court 
lacks subject matter jurisdiction.

Peters countered that the time frame 

for service is 60 days as the proceeding 
would be under a writ of certiorari not 
the 30 days set by the county.

Within that 60 day period, Peters said, 
the defendants served “due notice” by 
mail and by delivery to the sheriff on 
Jan. 7. Delivery of the appeal to the sher-
iff constituted “service,” he said. Peters 
added that the defendants had not re-
ceived notice of the change in the board 
chair and if they had notice would have 
been served on Allen. Allen was served 
with the notice on April 15, Peters said.

After discussion with both parties, 
Chase did allow Peters to bring the mo-
tion to amend the first complaint before 
the court even though he did not rule on 

the question of jurisdiction.
Peters said that the amended complaint 

would add these issues: water permits, 
manure management plans and argu-
ments of bias in what the Planning and 
Zoning staff told the board.

Chase questioned the attorneys about 
possible appeals and whether the is-
sues involved the ordinance as it was 
on Dec. 11 or the revised ordinance. He 
also asked about the feedlot at issue and 
whether it was operational, which it is, 
and how any decision would affect both 
Masching and future feedlots.

In the end, Chase said he would take 
the questions under advisement and is-
sue a decision as soon as possible.

FEEDLOTS
Continued from Page 1A

needed.” He said the county would have 
to make adjustments in the budget to ac-
commodate the sheriff’s request for the 
remainder of 2015. 

Ebeling said he doesn’t have a problem 
adding more deputies because the sheriff 
has a record of being under budget in the 
past. “We’ll have to hold the cost down 
where we can this year and then budget 
for it in future years,” he said. 

“I believe it’s much needed for the 
safety of staff and the public,” Ebeling 
told the Times. “We want to make sure 
everyone is safe.”

During his presentation to commit-
tees, Sheriff Thiele highlighted seven 

letters he has received from 
various departments about 
providing better security at the 
courthouse. Public defenders, 
probation, county attorney and 
even judges have all chimed 
in on how they are concerned 
about the security at the court-
house. 

“They are all worried about 
what could happen,” Thiele 
said. “The big spark of this 
were shootings in Cook County (Minne-
sota) and New Hope,” he added. 

The Cook County attorney was seri-
ously injured during a courthouse shoot-

ing in 2011. 
Earlier this year, a man 

opened fire at a city council 
meeting in the Twin Cities 
suburb of New Hope. 

Sheriff Thiele said he is 
charged by statute to provide 
courthouse security. Currently 
the sheriff utilizes less trained 
special deputies for security at 

the courthouse. 
Under the sheriff’s proposal, 

one deputy would be stationed by the 
metal detector at the courthouse en-
trance and the other deputy would be 
posted outside the courtrooms. The sher-

iff would still utilize special deputies to 
assist the licensed officers. 

 “Unfortunately, times have changed 
to where we need to address courthouse 
needs to another level,” Thiele said. “It’s 
never easy when you put more money 
into the budget, but you have to provide 
public safety,” he added.

If the new hires are approved, the op-
erating strength of the sheriff’s office 
would increase to 23 licensed officers, 
including the sheriff. 

Said commissioner Ebeling: “It’s 
common sense and a fairly inexpensive 
cost compared to the circumstances that 
could happen.”

COURTHOUSE
Continued from Page 1A

Thiele

years. Non-tenured teachers have a formal 
evaluation each year.

“So far” he said, “it has worked very well.”
The response was much the same in the Tri-

ton district.
“It’s going well,” Joyce said.
He also praised the peer coaching aspect of 

the program although Triton took a different 
approach than Medford.

Rather than having a designated peer coach-
ing position, he said, the district decided that 
teachers would act as coaches and mentors for 
each other. 

They paired up and are going into each 
other’s classes” Joyce said. The teachers see 
each other teach, he said, and that is when the 
power of coaching is best.

The district is using the same tool of goal 
setting as before he said, and also looks at a 
teacher’s personal growth and development. 
State law requires, he said, that 35 percent of 
the evaluation be based on student growth.

The evaluation program is working in Tri-
ton, he said, because both administration and 
the teachers union were involved in its devel-
opment.

The district continues to monitor the pro-
gram, he said, and will “tweak” it as necessary.

In addition to the requirements on peer coach-
ing and that 35 percent of the teacher effec-
tiveness rating is based on measures of student 
growth//879i it is also required that the evalu-
ation system include a three-year professional 
review cycle during which at least one summa-
tive evaluation must be performed by a trained 
evaluator such as a school administrator.

Teachers also have the option of submitting 
a portfolio as part of the summative evalua-
tion demonstrating evidence of reflection and 
professional growth and a self-assessment of 
performance based on student work samples 
and examples of their other work.

TEACHERS
Continued from Page 1A

Staff photo by Karen Jorgensen

On a roll
Little Sister Mariah gives it her all to help Big Sister, Denise Lage, and her defeat Matt Jessop and his Little Brother, 
Nathanial. The guys outscored Mariah and Lage 198 to 187, but because the point spread was less than 20, Lage 
declared it a win-win game.
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Public Safety
Blooming Prairie Police

April 10
Disturbance. Police responded to 

a noise complaint in the city at 11:30 
a.m. 

April 15
Domestic. At 5:47 p.m., officers 

responded to a domestic disturbance. 
April 16
Theft. Officer took theft report in 

the city at 8:21 a.m. 

Owatonna Police

April 10
Thefts. Police took two theft 

reports – at 1:32 a.m. in the 100 block 
of Oak Ave. N. and at 8:38 p.m. in the 
800 block of Elm Ave. S. 

Child Protection. At 11:39 a.m., 
officer received a child protection 
report from the 1600 block of Cedar 
Ave. N. 

Shoplifting. Officer arrested a 
subject for shoplifting in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 2:44 p.m. 

Vandalism. Property damage was 
reported in the 1200 block of Oak 
Ave. S. at 3:41 p.m. 

April 11, 2015
Juvenile. Police responded to a 

juvenile complaint in the 100 block 
of Elm Ave. N. at 4:43 p.m. They 
arrested a juvenile at the scene. 

Drunken Driving. At 6:55 p.m., 
police made two DWI arrests – in the 
300 block of Bridge St. W. at 6:55 
p.m. and at Elm Ave. N. and Fremont 
St. E. at 9:49 p.m. 

Property Damage. Officer took a 
vandalism report in the 1500 block of 
Cedar Ave. S. at 9:51 p.m. 

April 12
Shoplifting. A shoplifting incident 

occurred in the 400 block of North St. 
W. at 12:50 a.m. 

DWI. At 1:03 a.m., police arrested 
a motorist for driving while intoxicat-
ed in the 100 block of Bridge St. W. 

Assaults. Police responded to sev-
eral assaults throughout the day – in 
the 400 block of North St. W. at 5:27 
a.m., in the 400 block of Sylvan St. 
NW at 4:48 p.m., in the 200 block 
of Pearl St. E. at 7:40 p.m. and in 
the 100 block of Wilson Dr. NW at 
8:13 p.m. 

Thefts. Two thefts were reported 
throughout the day – at 9:10 a.m. in 
the 100 block of University St. E. and 
at 12:51 p.m. in the 1200 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. 

April 13
Child Protection. Officer took 

child protection report in the 2200 
block of 26th St. NW at 11:18 a.m. 

Kidnapping. Police responded to 
a kidnapping incident in the 100 
block of Riverside Ave. NW at 2:58 
p.m. 

Warrant. Officer arrested a sub-
ject for an outstanding warrant in the 
3000 block of Hoffman Dr. NW at 
4:33 p.m. 

Arrest. At 6:26 p.m., police arrest-
ed a subject following a traffic stop 
at Bridge St. W. and Interstate 35 
northbound. 

Arrest. A subject was taken into 
custody in the 700 block of Bridge St. 
W. at 6:15 p.m. 

Burglary. Officers began an inves-
tigation of a burglary in the 100 block 
of Cedar Cove Lane NW at 7:51 p.m. 

Assault. Police responded to an 
assault in the 300 block of School 
St. W. at 8:51 p.m. A juvenile was 
arrested at the scene. 

Restraining Order. At 11:57 p.m. 
a restraining order was violated in the 
200 block of Vine St. E. 

April 14
Suspicion. At 2:06 p.m., officers 

responded to the 1400 block of 21st 
Ave. NW for a suspicious activity 
report. A citation was issued at the 
scene. 

Assault. Police responded to an 
assault in the 2200 block of 26th St. 
NW at 4:02 p.m. 

Vandalism. At 2:47 p.m., officer 
took property damage report in the 
400 block of State Ave. NW. 

Restraining Order. Police arrest-
ed a subject for violating a restraining 
order in the 1600 block of Cedar Ave. 
N. at 4:16 p.m. 

April 15
Juvenile. Officers received a juve-

nile complaint from the 300 block of 

School St. E. at 10 a.m. 
Child Protection. Police took 

child protection reports in the 500 
block of Cedardale Dr. SE at 10:17 
a.m. and in the 400 block of Mineral 
Springs Rd. NE at 10:18 a.m. 

Vandalism. At 1:55 p.m., officer 
took property damage report in the 
300 block of Selby Ave. SW. 

Assault. Officers responded to an 
assault in the 100 block of Front St. 
W. at 3:02 p.m. 

Shoplifting. At 8:53 p.m., police 
issued a citation for shoplifting in the 
1400 block of 21st Ave. NW. 

April 16
Burglary. Police responded to a 

burglary in the 200 block of Chestnut 
Ave. NE at 8:16 a.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run 
crash resulting in property damage 
occurred in the 1200 block of Oak 
Ave. S. at 11:13 a.m. 

Animal. At 11:40 a.m., police 
responded to an animal call in the 
100 block of 18th St. NE. 

Death. Police began a death inves-
tigation in the 600 block of 16th St. 
SE at 12:08 p.m. 

Warrant. Officer made a warrant 
arrest in the 200 block of Rose St. E. 
at 3:52 p.m. 

Trespassing. At 8:47 p.m., officer 
arrested a subject for trespassing in 
the 1100 block of Frontage Rd. W. 

Steele County Sheriff

April 10
Juvenile. Deputy issued a citation 

to a juvenile in the 700 block of 2nd 
Ave. NE at 1:03 p.m. 

April 12
Suspicion. Deputies responded to 

a suspicious activity report in the 
15300 block of County Rd. 45 S. at 
8:12 a.m. 

April 14
Burglary. Deputies began an 

investigation of a burglary in the 
2900 block of 52nd Ave. SW at 3:10 
p.m. 

Arrest. At 8:12 p.m., deputy 
arrested a subject following a traffic 
stop at 44th Ave. SE and County 
Rd. 180. 

April 15
Vandalism. Deputy took property 

damage report at 66th St. NW and 
Frontage Rd. W. at 1:58 p.m. 

April 16
Arrest. Deputy arrested a subject 

in the 100 block of Main St. E. at 
9:34 a.m. 

The following cases were heard in 
Steele County District Court the week 
of April 6 with Judge Fred Wellmann 
presiding: 

Jason N. Cloud, 45, Burnsville, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony burglary and mis-
demeanor theft. He was sentenced to 
$131, cognitive skill training, mental 
health evaluation, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, no possession 
of firearms, 80 hours of community 
service and 5 years of supervised pro-
bation. 

Hope D. Neitzell, 24, Faribault, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony controlled sub-
stance crime and misdemeanor DWI. 
Neitzell was sentenced to cognitive 
skill training, chemical dependen-
cy evaluation, obtain GED, obtain 
employment, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, attend AA, no pos-
session of firearms and 3 years of 
supervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Steele County District Court the week 
of April 6-10: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department

Guillermo Dominguez, 67, Blooming 
Prairie, disorderly conduct, $81 and 6 
months of supervised probation. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Dallas A. Anderson, 19, Ellendale, 
speeding, $131; Ivan C. Arrington, 
28, St. Louis Park, suspended license, 
$281; Beverly D. Egley, 48, Duluth, 

speeding, $121; Jessica J. Ehmke, 31, 
Spring Valley, speeding, $281; Anita 
M. Elliot, 60, Austin, speeding, $141; 
Stacey J. French, 40, Evansville, IN, 
speeding, $141; Darren S. Gamache, 
49, New Richmond, WI, speeding, 
$121; John P. Glynn, 50, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; 

Vincent D. Hardy, 41, Albert 
Lea, possession of Marijuana, $231; 
Robert L. Hartkopp, 28, Mason 
City, IA, Ignition Interlock viola-
tion, $386; Jesse D. Hernandez, 29, 
Blooming Prairie, speeding, $141; 
Jacob F. Howe, 18, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Mohamud A. Jama, 42, 
Omaha, NE, speeding, $131; 

Barbara L. Jindra, 49, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Corey A. Johnson, 
24, Morristown, speeding, $281; 
Shawn L. Johnson, 34, Rochester, 
speeding, $141; Matthew A. 
Khoroosi, 28, Denver, CO, speeding, 
$141; Lisa G. Klenk, 49, Winthrop, 
speeding, $121; Mark W. Kohnle, 60, 
Columbia, MO, speeding, $100; 

Christina L. Lara, 23, Rochester, 
invalid license, $181; Esteban 
Lopez, 24, Winona, no insurance, 
$281; Bobbi L. Love, 29, Waseca, 
speeding, $121; Steven J. Maros, 
63, Kilkenny, speeding, $121; Peter 
F. Menzel, 66, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Mari B. Perrenoud, 47, Sioux 
Falls, SD, speeding, $121; David 
J. Robertson, 52, Spring Hill, FL, 
revoked license, $281; Ericka S. 
Robinson, 24, Burnsville, possession 
of Marijuana, $131; 

Derek A. Rothmeier, 18, 
Geneva, possession of Marijuana 
and Paraphernalia, $181; Antwone 
E. Smith, 25, St. Paul, suspended 
license, $281; Rebecca K. Summy, 
27, Owatonna, speeding, $141. 

Owatonna Police
Department

Catherine J. Ackley, 43, Kenyon, 
suspended license, $281; Derek 
D. Bogenschutz, 32, Claremont, 
suspended license, $281; Hector 
Delgado, 58, Owatonna, interference 
with 911 call, $481, 3 days in coun-
ty jail, domestic abuse evaluation, 
obtain permission to leave the state 
and 2 years of supervised proba-
tion; Wendy M. Dorr, 48, Owatonna, 
shoplifting, $75, diversion program 
and 1 year of unsupervised probation; 
Michael A. Dotson, 28, Owatonna, 
DWI, $1,006, 90 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, chemical dependency evalu-
ation, and  3 years of supervised 
probation; 

Tawn J. Eikel, 44, Norcross, 
tumultuous conduct, $181; Cody J. 
Elmore, 24, Faribault, shoplifting, 
$181; Brandon B. Hammond, 24, 
Faribault, give peace officer false 
information, 60 days in county jail; 
Drew R. Hanson, 31, Brownsdale, 
speeding, $281; Stephen W. Hegard, 
47, Owatonna, failure to obey traf-
fic control device, $131; Tommy C. 
Hondel-Reid II, 22, Owatonna, DWI, 
$456, chemical dependency evalu-
ation, attend MADD impact panel 
and 1 year of supervised probation; 
Matthew R. Honsey, 27, Owatonna, 
shoplifting, $281, trespassed from 
Fleet Farm stores, and 6 months of 
unsupervised probation; Tessa R. 
Husemann, 41, Waseca, shoplifting, 
$75, diversion program and 1 year 
of unsupervised probation; Travis 
J. Kadrlik, 24, Hope, no insurance, 
$281; Mariah L. Kane, 17, Owatonna, 
failure to obey traffic control device, 
$131; 

Renee K. Kruchten, 50, Owatonna, 
stop sign, $131; Jason S. Marik, 27, 
Faribault, shoplifting, $181; Kevin 
L. Nelson, 53, Owatonna, failure 
to yield, $131; Crispin E. Padilla, 
29, Owatonna, revoked license and 
no child passenger restraint sys-
tem, $331; Phillip A. Perrizo, 34, 
Mankato, expired license, $181; 
Angela C. Prondzinski, 26, Medford, 
suspended license, $281; Brandon L. 
Stevermer, 20, Owatonna, posses-
sion of Paraphernalia and Marijuana, 
$181; Bobbi J. Stordahl, 23, 
Owatonna, expired tabs, $111; 

Rebecca L. Stuber, 42, Owatonna, 
DWI, 90 days in county jail, no alco-
hol or controlled substance use, elec-
tronic monitoring, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, attend AA, and 3 
years of supervised probation; Tracy 
L. Wedin, 43, Owatonna, headlamps 
violation, $121; Forest A. Wright, 18, 
Geneva, possession of Paraphernalia 
and minor consumption, $231. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office

Jeffery R. Bailey, 35, DWI, $106, 
90 days in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, chemical 
dependency evaluation, do not enter 
liquor establishments, and 3 years 
of supervised probation; Sravanendra 
Bala, 25, Eden Prairie, speeding, 
$221; Douglas J. Bartelt, 53, Waseca, 
speeding, $141; Jennifer D. Bjorge, 
29, Hartland, no license in posses-
sion, $101; Corrin A. Christensen, 
22, Owatonna, damage to property, 
$281, no alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, attend chemical awareness 
class, cognitive skill training, 40 
hours of community service and 2 
years of supervised probation; 

Karen L. Degen, 39, Brooklyn Park, 
speeding, $141; Sarah S. Eaton, 27, 
Owatonna, revoked license; Daniel 
S. Fenlason, 27, Waseca, speeding, 
$141; Derek M. Frey, 44, Crookston, 
$581, domestic assault, 90 days in 
county jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, chemical dependency 
evaluation, domestic abuse evaluation 
and 5 years of supervised probation; 
Alec G. Holland, 18, Mankato, under-
age possession of alcohol, possession 
of Paraphernalia, speeding and open 
bottle, $371; Joshua J. Johnson, 21, 
Waseca, speeding, $141; 

Aliyah B. Leier, 19, Shoreview, 
speeding, $141; Amy M. Millhouse, 
38, Owatonna, failure to signal 
for turn, $131; David J. Moen, 33, 
Waseca, speeding, $131; Abdirashed 
A. Mohamed, 20, Owatonna, fail-
ure to signal for turn, $131; Bailey 
J. Owen, 23, Minneapolis, invalid 
license, $181; John O. Paro, 60, 
Faribault, speeding, $141; 

Anthony J. Peterson, 31, 
Minneapolis, stop sign and fail-
ure to signal for turn, $181; Ericka 
M. Porras, 29, Faribault, no insur-
ance, $281; Margaret C. Sager, 18, 
Owatonna, permit violation, $100 and 
6 months of unsupervised probation; 
Im Tha, 41, Austin, speeding, $141; 
Macy E. VonRuden, 18, Claremont, 
speeding, $141; Patrick A. Wagner, 
41, Mapleton, speeding, $141. 

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Office 
handled 248 complaints for the week 
of April 8 – 14. Some of them include: 

April 8
Burglary. Deputies responded 

to a burglary and stolen vehicle 
in the 10600 block of 640th St. in 
Claremont at 10:41 a.m. 

Fraud. An incident of welfare 
fraud was reported in the 400 block 
of 5th Ave. NW in Dodge Center at 
1:49 p.m. 

Criminal Damage. Deputy took 
report of criminal damage to property 
in the 13900 block of 640th St. in 
Claremont at 6:17 p.m. 

April 9
Narcotics. At 1:05 a.m., narcotics 

were reported at US Hwy. 14 and 
County Rd. 1 in Claremont. 

Fraud. A Mantorville citizen 
reported that she had money with-
drawn from her bank account at 9:49 
a.m. 

Juvenile. A Hayfield parent called 
deputies for help when his daughter 
was stealing jewelry in the 19000 
block of Dodge/Mower Rd. at 4:44 
p.m. 

Animal. Deputies received a com-
plaint that a dog was running loose 
around the Hayfield funeral home at 
4:55 p.m. 

Larceny. At 8:16 p.m., a 
Claremont resident reported that his 
girlfriend’s son stole $25 in cash in 
the 400 block of North St. E. 

April 10
Larceny. Deputy received a report 

of the theft of a water softener and 
washing machine from a rental prop-
erty by a former tenant in the 100 
block of 2nd St. in Claremont at 3:23 
p.m. 

Drunkeness. At 10:30 p.m., an 
intoxicated male was yelling and cre-
ating a disturbance in the 100 block 
of 1st Ave. NE in Hayfield. 

April 11
Noise Complaint. Deputies 

received a noise complaint at 3:52 
a.m. when a male party had his truck 
stuck and was revving the engine 
in the 100 block of 4th Ave. NE in 

Dodge Center. Deputies responded 
and advised the male to stop for the 
night. 

April 12
Weapons. A weapon offense 

occurred in the 100 block of 9th Ave. 
NE in Dodge Center at 4:09 p.m. 

April 13
Gas Leak. At 2:51 p.m., a Dodge 

Center male called deputies when he 
smelled a very strong natural gas odor 
coming from his residence in the 500 
block of Meadow Lark Lane. 

April 14
Burglary. Deputies responded to a 

burglary in the 100 block of 6th Ave. 
NE in Hayfield at 5:38 p.m. 

The following case was heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of April 6 with Judge Debra A. 
Jacobson presiding: 

Marinee S. Weedman, 57, previ-
ously appeared and was convicted 
of felony burglary. Weedman was 
sentenced to 32 months in Shakopee 
State Prison. 

The following case was heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of April 6 with Judge Jodi L. 
Williamson presiding: 

Susan M. Rogers, 63, Kasson, pre-
viously appeared and was convicted 
of felony theft. She was sentenced 
to $1,000, 3 days in county jail, 100 
hours of community service and 5 
years of supervised probation. 
The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of April 6 – 13: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office

Robert I. Alikandiel, 33, Bayport, 
revoked license, 90 days in county 
jail; Rory S. Cage, 26, Hayfield, 
disorderly conduct and possession of 
Marijuana, domestic abuse evaluation 
and 1 year of supervised probation; 
Craig D. Hester, 41, Kasson, park-
ing violation, $32; Tristin A. Janes, 
18, Kasson, permit violation, $130; 
Nathan R. Larson, 43, Hayfield, fail-
ure to signal for turn, $130; 

Phillip J. Luns, 39, West Concord, 
cancelled license, $980, 90 hours 
of community service and 2 years 
of supervised probation; Mark B. 
Martincek, 20, Pine Island, speed-
ing, $120; David P. Midtovne, 31, 
Hayfield, theft, $455, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, write let-
ter of apology, chemical dependency 
evaluation, 30 hours of communi-
ty service and 1 year of probation; 
Andrew P. Narveson, 29, Dodge 
Center, parking violation, $32; 

Angel Rodriguez, 19, Rochester, 
parking violation, $32; Cody P. 
Snyder, 22, Grand Meadow, speeding, 
$120; Justin H. Swarts, 44, Kasson, 
failure to yield right of way, $130; 
Ryan C. Thomas, 43, Minneapolis, 
domestic abuse, $200, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, no uninvited 
contact with the victim and 1 year of 
probation; Steven D. Thompson, 68, 
Dodge Center, parking violation, $32. 

Kasson Police
Department

Terry L. Dahl, 35, Blooming 
Prairie, violation of restraining order, 
$255, 4 days in county jail and 1 year 
of probation; Joseph K. Foss, 46, 
Rochester, parking violation, $32; 
Louise B. Heim, 66, Rochester, park-
ing violation, $32; 

Mercedes K. Luepke, 25, Kasson, 
domestic assault, $455, domestic 
abuse evaluation, 30 hours of com-
munity service and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Andrew A. Walton, 
28, Rochester, parking violation, $32; 
Corey S. Warner, 37, Waterville, 
DWI, $880, and 1 year of probation. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Renee L. Bell, 31, Stewartville, 
open bottle and speeding, $280; 
Jeremy J. Harlow, 24, Mantorville, 
speeding, $140; Robert W. Langley, 

39, Dodge Center, speeding, $130; 
Mercedes K. Luepke, 25, Kasson, 
registration violation and no insur-
ance, $100 and 6 months of proba-
tion; Junior R. Rohl, 29, Waltham, 
speeding, $120. 

April 14
Fire. Fire fighters responded to a 

building fire in the 400 block of 8th 
St. NW at 3:17 p.m. 

Vegetation Fire. At 6:27 p.m., a 
natural vegetation fire occurred in the 
9600 block of 48th St. SW. 

April 15
Sprinkler. Fire personnel respond-

ed to a sprinkler activation with no 
fire in the 1100 block of Industrial 
Rd. NW at 10:17 p.m. 

Bertha Mae Jackson, 29, arrested 
at 3:30 p.m. April 10, theft, held 
for court. 

Jeffrey Paul Sipprell, 42, arrested 
at 7:02 p.m. April 11, DWI, held 
for court. 

Kevin Roy Peterson, 50, arrested 
at 1:29 a.m. April 12, DWI, held 
for court. 

Jon Dorien Brown, 41, arrested 
at 7:14 p.m. April 13, cancelled 
license, false name, speeding and 
no insurance, held for court. 

Sherice Monick Jackson, 27, 
arrested at 8:35 p.m. April 13, fel-
ony perjury and false name, held 
for court. 

Brian Robert Johnson, 51, arrest-
ed at 11:37 a.m. April 14, violation 
of harassment restraining order and 
warrant, held for court. 

Anthony Dexter Wayne Francis, 
23, arrested at 10:25 p.m. April 14, 
order for protection violation, held 
for court. 

Brian Joseph Maestre-Reavis, 
27, arrested at 9:32 p.m. April 16, 
felony possession of meth, held for 
court. 

Steele County Sheriff

Emily Ann Nelson, 30, arrested at 
9:15 p.m. April 14, felony drug pos-
session, held for court. 

MN State Patrol

Gregory David Orwig, 25, arrested 
at 8:20 p.m. April 11, felony fleeing, 
held for court. 

Zakry Tyler Krenz, 23, arrested at 
8:20 p.m. April 11, felony fleeing, 
held for court. 

Monica Kun, 29, arrested at 6:50 
p.m. April 14, felony possession of 
controlled substance, held for court. 

Sok Khen Moek, 28, arrested at  
6:50 p.m. April 14, felony posses-
sion of controlled substance, held 
for court. 

Police blotter
Steele County

SHERIFF’S TIPLINE

866-878-7964
If you have information about 
any crimes in Steele County, 

call the sheriff’s tipline. 
You may remain anonymous. 

Steele Arrests

Owatonna Fire

Steele County
Court news

Dodge County
Court news

Blotter Spotlight:
Stolen Property. On April 11 at 8:48 a.m., deputies responded to a report of a suspicious abandoned 
vehicle at 630th St and 110th Ave. in Claremont. The vehicle turned out to be stolen. 
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     ACTIVE    

    WARRANTS

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County.
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Abdulmajid Mohamed Khalif- Theft- No bond.
Marie Tracy Kinard- DWI-2nd Degree- $12,000 bail.
Georgia Nora Kingswan- DUI- No bond.
Ronald Kirkbride- Civil Warrant- $1,000 bail.
Larry Jon Kittelson- DWI- No bond.
Vern Klostriech- DWI- $12,000 bail.
Matthew Richard Knafel- DWI- $500 bail.
William Earl Knutson- DWI- $3,000 bail.

Timothy Ballard Koger- DWI- 2nd Degree- $12,000 bail.
Monique Lynn Kraay- Traffi c- $500 bail.
Anna Marie Christine M. Kramer- No proof insurance- $500 bail.
Kyle William Krause- Burglary- 2nd Degree- No bond.
Anthony Jeremiah Lake- Driving after revocation- $500 bail.
Trevor Lee Lambkins- Assault- 5th degree- $1,000 bail.
Kenneth William Lane- False name- $1,000 bail.
Christopher Douglas Larson- Driving after suspension- $500 bail.

Michael Craig Laursen- Theft- $10,000 bail.
Ulises Lazcando- Speed, no MN license- $500 bail.
Miguela Lazu Martinez- No valid license- $500 bail.
Jesus Leal- Domestic assault- $1,000 bail.
Michael Lavern Lee- DWI- refuse test- $1,000 bail.
Sylvia Mary Lee- Taxes- $110,000 bail.
Michael S. Lehnertz- Contempt of court- No bond.

An Owatonna woman sustained non-life 
threatening injuries in a two-vehicle acci-
dent on Highway 30 on Saturday.

Kari S. Sletten, 54, of Owatonna was trans-
ferred to Mayo Health Clinic in Owatonna. 

Two vehicles were eastbound on High-

way 30. Robert K. Cords, 61 of Waseca, 
driving a pickup pulling a farm wag-
on was turning left into a field drive. 
Sletten’s vehicle attempted to pass the 
pickup pulling wagon and collided with 
the wagon, according to Minnesota State 

Patrol reports.
No alcohol was detected on either drivers 

and both were wearing seatbelts.
The Steele County Sheriff’s Department 

and Gold Cross Ambulance assisted in the 
accident.

Owatonna woman injured in 2-vehicle crash

Police blotter
Dodge County

Owatonna Police



Dear Savvy Senior,
Is it safe for seniors with 

dementia to drive, and if so, 
when should they stop? My 
dad has early Alzheimer’s 
disease but still drives him-
self around town just fine. 

Looking Ahead

Dear Looking,
While most doctors agree that 

people with moderate to severe 

dementia should not take the 
wheel, in the early stages, the 
medical consensus is that driving 
performance should be the de-
termining factor of when to stop 
driving, not the disease itself. 

With that said, it’s also 
important to realize that as your 
dad’s driving skills deteriorate 
over time from the disease, he 
might not recognize it. So it’s 
very important that you work 

closely with him and his doctor 
to monitor his driving. Here 
are some tips that can help.

Warning signs 
The best way to keep tabs on 

your dad’s driving is to take fre-
quent rides with him watching 
out for key warning signs. For 
example: Does he have trouble 
remembering routes to familiar 
places? Does he drive at inap-
propriate speeds, tailgate or 
drift between lanes? Does he re-
act slowly or make poor driving 
decisions? Also, has your dad 
had any fender benders or tick-
ets lately, or have you noticed 
any dents or scrapes on his ve-
hicle? These, too, are red flags.

If you need some assessment 
help, hire a driver rehabilita-
tion specialist who’s trained 
to evaluate older drivers. To 
locate a specialist see driver-ed.

org or aota.org/older-driver. 

Transition tips
Through your assessments, 

if you believe it’s still safe for 
your dad to drive, you may 
want to start recommending 
some simple adjustments to 
ensure his safety, like driv-
ing only in daylight and on 
familiar routes, and avoiding 
busy roads and bad weather. 
Also, see if he will sign an 
Alzheimer’s “driving con-
tract” (see alz.org/driving 
to print one) that designates 
someone to tell him when 
it’s no longer safe to drive.

In addition, you should also 
consider getting a GPS vehicle 
tracking system for his car (like 
motosafety.com or mobicopilot.
com) to help you keep an eye 
on him. These devices will let 
you track exactly where he’s 

driving, and allow you to set 
up zones and speed limits that 
will notify you via email or text 
message when he exits an area 
or arrives at a designated loca-
tion, and if he’s driving too fast. 

Time to quit
When your dad’s driving 

gets to the point that he can 
no longer drive safely, you’ll 
need to talk to him. It’s actu-
ally best to start having these 
conversations in the early 
stages of the disease, before 
he needs to quit driving, so 
he can prepare himself. 

You also need to have a plan 
for alternative transportation 
that will help your dad get 
around after he stops driving. 

For tips on how to talk to 
your dad, the Hartford Finan-
cial Services Group and MIT 
AgeLab offers resources at safe-

drivingforalifetime.com – click 
on “Dementia and Driving.”

Refuses to quit
If your dad refuses to quit 

you have several options. First, 
suggest a visit to his doctor 
who can give them a medical 
evaluation, and “prescribe” 
that he stops driving. Older 
people will often listen to 
their doctor before they will 
listen to their own family. 

If he still refuses, contact 
your local Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) to see if they 
can help. Some states require 
doctors to report new dementia 
cases to the DMV, who can 
revoke the person’s license. 

Send your senior questions 
to Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 

5443, Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.org.
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History from the news archives

BarberAccountants

Certified Public Accountants
Tamzen R. Johnson

Certified Public Accountant
319 East Main • Blooming Prairie

888- 933-6828 • Fax: 507- 583-2389

Steele County Times Professional Directory

Automotive

KESTNER
ELECTRIC, INC

• Industrial • Residential 
• Commercial • Agricultural

DEAN NAATZ

1006 8th Ave. SE
PO Box 457

Austin

Cell Phone: 507- 438-2323
Shop Phone: 507- 437-1377

Website: www.kestner-elec.com

(Resident of Blooming Prairie)

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction & Remodeling
J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.

Siding & Windows
Lic. #20533878

•Maintenance Free Siding
•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum

•Custom Trim Work
•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters

•Lifetime Warranty
For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Insurance

Holman Insurance Agency
For all your insurance needs

Keith & Carol Holman
421 E. Main Street

• 507- 583-7294 •

Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Electric

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

Lumberyard

413 West Main St. • Geneva • 507-256-0045

For all your Lumberyard & Home Design/Drafting needs. 
Stop in and see Jon or Tait today!

Garbage

319 2nd St. SW • Blooming Prairie
507-583-7562

William P. Walsh, Owner
“A family-owned, hometown business 
operated locally for over 45 years.”

Residential & Business Hauling

Mapleview Barber Shop

Keep America Beautiful - Get A Haircut

Larry Bushaw

Master Barber/Veteran

507-437-1732
2208 4th St NW, Austin

HOURS: Tues-Fri. 9:00 - 4:00; Sat. 9:00 - Noon

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

10 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor

April 19, 2005
	
Zeiner’s Ballroom in Bixby recently was 

felled by construction crews. The facil-
ity briefly opened in 1995, closed soon 
after, but was open for over four decades 
before that, serving as a meeting place 
for dancers and get-togethers. The sign 
is the only remaining part of Zeiner’s.

Gladys J. Basness, age 86 of Bloom-
ing Prairie, died Thursday, April 14, 2005 
at Prairie Manor in Blooming Prairie. 
She was born Dec. 31, 1918 to John and 
Gertrude Shaw in Adams, Minnesota 
where she grew up. After attending St. 
Olaf Teacher’s College, she taught at rural 
schools for four years. On Feb. 23, 1946 
she married Maurice B. Basness in Adams.

Two BPHS speech students advanced 
to the state speech festival with their 
performances at the section 1A speech 
contest at Byron on Saturday, April 9. 
Melissa Trom earned her second straight 
trip to state with second place, and Leah 
Vaith placed third to also advance.

20 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor

April 18, 1995

A team of five Blooming Prairie stu-
dents competed for the “Sharp as a Tack” 
Award on April 8 when the State finals 
of U.S. Academic Triathlon were played 
at Sartell. This hard-working group of 
students took 6th place at this year’s 
USAT Minnesota State Tournament.

Hannah Behnken has a brother! Ja-
cob Tyler, 9 lbs. 10 oz., was born on 
March 27 at 12:37 a.m. Blooming Prairie 
grandparents include Kenny and Betty 
Behnken and great-grandmother Elea-
nor Kittleson. Maternal grandparents are 
Gary and Sharon Seedorf of Albert Lea.

Diana Kay Hansen and Scott Robert Brandt 
were united in marriage Saturday, Feb. 4, at 
the Presbyterian Church in Burt, Iowa. Per-
forming the ceremony was the Rev. Roland.

50 Years Ago
Victor, Vernon, and  

Vyrle Krejci, Editors
April 22, 1965

The Blooming Prairie Fire Depart-
ment was summoned to Oswald’s 
Grocery shortly after 9 a.m. Monday 
due to an oil furnace explosion.

The Blooming Prairie Dump Grounds 
will be open today and each regular dump-

ing day hereafter, it was announced Tues-
day by street Commissioner Glen Dennis.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Kunz of Bloom-
ing Prairie will observe their silver 
wedding anniversary at “open house” 
Sunday, April 25, at St. Columbanus 
Catholic Church basement. Friends 
and relatives are invited to call from 2 
to 5 p.m. No cards have been sent.

75 Years Ago
Walter K. Mickelson,  

Editor and Publisher
April 18, 1940

“Don’t hit a porcelain faucet when it’s 
stuck!” That’s Mr. L. Coufal’s advice to those 
who might want to stop the water from drip-
ping from leaky faucets. While working in 
the Cozy Inn cafe Wednesday morning, Mr. 
Coufal noticed water dripping from one of the 
faucets. He hit the handle with his hand, and 
broke the porcelain. Part of the splinters cut 
a deep gash in his hand, severing one of the 
arteries. Due to the painfulness of his injury, 
Louie will be unable to work for some time.

Mr. Robert Borwege, of Owatonna was 
in town today trying to negotiate a deal 
for one of Blooming Prairie’s leading 
garages. The business transaction had not 
been closed as The Times went to press.

Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic, P.A. presents:

“HEALTH MATTERS”
With Dr. Chad

 Scoliosis
 It is thought that scoliosis is the result of a hereditary problem or 

a result of some type of trauma, such as the birth process, or an 

injury, such as falling off a bicycle.  It usually starts with problems 

in the lower back.  And because spinal bones continue to grow well 

into the early 20’s, if left uncorrected, scoliosis often worsens.

 

Unfortunately, the most common treatment approach has been 

to wait and see how bad it gets, resorting to unsightly braces, or 

eventually surgery, if it progressed too far.

 

often combined with corrective exercises.  If detected early enough, 

chiropractic care has had excellent success with scoliosis cases.

 

To learn more about scoliosis and chiropractic, log on to our 

website at www.drchad.org.  Feel free to e-mail Dr. Chad through 

the website with any questions.  Prairie Family and Sports 

Chiropractic is here to serve you and your family with gentle and 

effective chiropractic care.  We are located at 344 East Main Street, 

Downtown Blooming Prairie.  Call us at 583-2271 or toll free at 

1 (866) 5DR-CHAD to schedule an appointment.

Video Production



Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Owatonna will be holding a pre-
sentation titled “A Story of Faith 
at Work in the City of Jerusalem 
& Bethlehem” at  7 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 23.

The Rev. Steven Khoury is the 
pastor of Calvary B. Church & 
VP Holy Land Missions.  He has 
an absolutely powerful story to 
tell.

Steven Khoury has been a fea-
tured speaker at the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association, 
CBN, Fox News, Voice of the 

Martyrs and many other Chris-
tian programs.

His book, “In the Backyard of 
Jesus”, tells of his life of faith 
and persecution growing up as 
a Christian and later as an Arab 
pastor during the Intifadas.

Steve, his father, Pastor Naim 
Khoury, and their church build-
ing have been attacked on many 
occasions by terrorists.

Members of their congrega-
tion have been martyred, includ-
ing his own uncle and several 
young girls whose “crime” was 

inviting children to Vacation 
Bible School.

Steve has been requested to 

speak at the United Nations on 
Friday the 17th of April, just 
prior to coming to Trinity.

As the school year draws 
to a close, we would like to 
invite families with young 
children to our final Family 
Fun Night of this season. 
This year has been unusual 
– we did not have to cancel 
any of our evening story 
times due to weather. (Here 
is hoping there is no severe 
weather this week!)  

We are calling all peeps 
to make plans to join us at 
6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 

23 in the City Council 
Chambers, across the hall 
from the library. We will 
have some feathery friends 
joining us for stories, 
rhymes, songs, and crafts.  

A big thank you goes 
out to the Early Childhood 
Family Education teach-
ers in the Blooming Prairie 
school district. They publi-
cize the events and arrange 
crafts for the children to 
make and take home with 
them. In addition to their 
teaching responsibilities in 
the district preschool and 
the Family Fun Nights, 
they offer workshops and 
classes for parents and 
children. They are a great 
resource in Blooming 
Prairie and we are happy 
to work together with them 
to encourage families to 
read and learn together. 
See you at the library!
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Community
Milestones

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials
ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Best kept secret!

The Bakery
Main Street • Blooming Prairie • 583-4433

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef

April 21
Ken Esplan, Ron 

Janning, Peter Vogt, 
Mary J. Demmer, Kyle 

Spinler

April 22
Amy Schieck, Cindi 

Hansen, Jessica Fisher, 
Marian Christianson, 

Elizabeth Miner

April 23
Jan Miner, Diane Jensen, 
Karl Steckelberg, Luke 

Heimgartner, Miles 
Miller

April 24
Kelly Braaten, Jane 

Gardner, Gladys Burr, 
Ada Mae Konecne, 

Skylar Lynch

April 25
Leo Rendahl, Brad 

Clark, Coleen Hanson, 
Laura Iversen, Clay 

Coleman, Shawn Blome, 
Cooper Weinberger

April 26
Missy Korman, Angela 
Noble, David Kramer, 

Matthew Worke, Marge 
Ilk, Mellisa Johnson

April 27
Thomas Kramer, 
Margaret Noble

Anniversaries
April 22

Steven and Amber 
Brandt

April 24
Peter and LeAnn Vogt

April 25
Jason and Debbie 

Williamson

April 27
Linn and Shirley Thoen

Milestones is sponsored by: 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries

Menus

Obituaries

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Confirmations, 
Graduations, 

family reunions?

take some of the 
stress off with 
one Call now to 

order our PoPular 
shredded Pork, Beef 

or ChiCken.

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt

Final Family Fun Night 
is April 23 at library

IF YOU HAVE A NEWS ITEM
The Steele County Times welcomes 

news releases. Submit them to:
Blooming Prairie Times, P.O. Box 247, OR

411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 
or email: bptimes@frontiernet.net.

News can also be faxed to (507) 583-4445.

TO PLACE A DISPLAY AD
The Steele County Times reaches about 2,000 

homes and the Golden Link reaches over 
12,000 area homes. 

Call us today at (507) 583-4431
or email one of our sales representatives:

Ann Anderson, bpadsales@frontier.com
Julie Snyder, bpjulie@frontier.com

Katie Fisher, bpkatelyn@frontier.com

DO YOU NEED COPIES MADE?
We specialize in copies. We can do singles or 
as many copies as you need, black and white 

or color. Let us make your life easier!  

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Prices Good

4/22-4/28

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671
Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

RC 12 Pk  
3/$8

Our Family 10oz 
Potato Chips

$1.79
First Seedless 

Watermelons of 
the Year! 

Pepsi  
2L $1.00

$4.99
Coke  

12 Pk  
3/$13

Lipton Iced Tea 
.5L 12 Pk  

$4.99

First Sweet Corn  
of the Year! 

32 Pk  
$3.99

5/$1.99

Our Family Water  

D.O.T. Physicals
Dr. Eischens is a Certified 

Medical Examiner and on the 
National Registry for DOT 

Health Cards

Most insurances accepted. Auto, Work Comp, P.I., MA, Medicare, 
Federated, BCBS, Medica, Preferred One, Mayo, and many more!

“From Pain Relief to Wellness”

Prairie Family & SPortS 
ChiroPraCtiC, P.a.

“Established to serve your health care needs”

Chad M. Eischens, D.C.
344 East Main Street 
Blooming Prairie, MN • 583-2271 
1-866-5DR-CHAD
 

Try Chiropractic! New patients welcome!

www.drchad.org 

Seniors Menu
April 21: Baked Chicken, 

Baked Dumpling/Gravy, As-
paragus, Coleslaw, Vanilla Ice 
Cream

April 22: Wild Rice Soup, 
BBQ on Bun, 3 Bean Salad, Re-
frigerator Dessert

April 23: Roast Beef, Mashed 
Potatoes, Stewed Tomatoes, 
Homemade Wheat Roll, Polyne-
sian Cake

April 24: Hamburger on Bun, 
Potato Salad, Calico Beans, 
Melon Wedge

April 27: Salisbury Steak, 
ALT: Liver & Onions, Baked 
Potato, Seasoned Peas/Celery, 
5-Cup Fruit Dessert

April 28: Beef Stroganoff, 
Noodles, Broccoli, Mixed 
Greens Salad, Rhubarb Torte

April 29: Italian Chicken 
Breast, Hashbrowns Au Gratin, 
Buttered Beets, Cucumber Sal-
ad, Pear Halves

BP Elementary School 
Breakfast Menu

April 21: Bacon Breakfast 
Pizza, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 22: WG Pop-Tart, 
Cheese Stick, Vegetable Selec-
tion, Choice of Fruit / Juice, 
Milk

April 23: Ultimate Breakfast 
Round, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 24: Iced Cinnamon 
Roll, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 27: WG Apple Bosco 
Stick, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 28: Fruit Yogurt with 
Graham Crackers, Vegetable Se-

lection, Choice of Fruit / Juice, 
Milk

April 29: WG Strawberry Ce-
real Bar, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

BP Elementary School 
Lunch Menu

April 21: Hamburger on WG 
Bun, Breakfast Bake, Biscuit, 
Glazed Carrots, Broccoli Flo-
rets, Celery Sticks, Choice of 
Fruit

April 22: Chicken Patty on WG 
Bun, Meatballs & Gravy, Dinner 
Rolls, Mashed Potatoes, Baby 
Carrots, Cauliflower, Choice of 
Fruit

April 23: Chicken Nuggets, 
Brown Rice, WW Bread, Tur-
key ala King over Rice, Whole 
Wheat Bread, Broccoli, Celery 
Sticks, Sweet Potatoes, Choice 
of Fruit

April 24: Homemade Cheese-
bread, Marinara, Pasta Salad, 
Sloppy Joe on WG Bun, Pasta 
Salad, Baked Beans, Baby Car-
rots, Cauliflower, Choice of 
Fruit

April 27: WG Waffle Sticks 
with Syrup, Scrambled Eggs, 
Cheeseburger on WG Bun, 
Breakfast Potatoes, Cherry To-
matoes, Cauliflower, Choice of 
Fruit

April 28: Beefy Nachos with 
Homemade Cheese Sauce, NEW 
Chicken Taco “Boat” Toppings 
and Salsa, Spicy Pinto Beans, 
Shredded Romaine Lettuce, To-
matoes, Choice of Fruit

April 29: Chicken & Gravy, 
Dinner Rolls, Hot Turkey Sand-
wich on WG Bun, Mashed Pota-
toes, Celery Sticks, Green Pep-
per Strips, Choice of Fruit

BP Middle School Lunch 
Menu

April 21: Breakfast Bake, 
Glazed Carrots, Cinnamon Roll, 
Steamed Broccoli, Cherry To-
matoes, Celery Sticks, Choice 
of Fruit

April 22: Salisbury Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Dinner 
Rolls, Green Peas, Baby Carrots, 
Cauliflower, Choice of Fruit

April 23: Turkey ala King 
over Brown Rice, Corn, Whole 
Wheat Bread, Broccoli Florets, 
Green Beans, Cherry Tomatoes, 
Choice of Fruit

April 24: Homemade Cheese 
Bread with Marinara Sauce, Pas-
ta Salad, Black Beans, Steamed 
Carrots, Cauliflower, Choice of 
Fruit

April 27: WG Waffle Sticks, 
Syrup, Eggs, Breakfast Potatoes, 
Green Peas, Cherry Tomatoes, 
Cauliflower, Choice of Fruit

April 28: Pulled Pork Nachos, 
Pico de Gallo, Refried Beans, 
Pinto Beans, Broccoli Florets, 
Tomatoes, Choice of Fruit

April 29: Chicken & Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner Rolls, 
Spring Corn Salad, Celery 
Sticks, Green Pepper Strips, 
Choice of Fruit

BP High School Breakfast 
Menu

April 21: Turkey Sausage 
Biscuit, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 22: WG Pop-Tart, 
Cheese Stick, Vegetable Selec-
tion, Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 23: Breakfast Fruit 
Crisp, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 24: Iced Cinnamon 
Roll, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 27: Bacon Breakfast 
Pizza, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 28: Fruit Yogurt with 
Graham Crackers, Vegetable Se-
lection, Choice of Fruit / Juice, 
Milk

April 29: WG Strawberry Ce-
real Bar, Vegetable Selection, 
Choice of Fruit / Juice, Milk

BP High School Lunch 
Menu

April 21: Breakfast Bake, 
Glazed Carrots, Cinnamon Roll, 
Steamed Broccoli, Cherry To-
matoes, Celery Sticks, Choice 
of Fruit

April 22: Salisbury Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Dinner 
Rolls, Green Peas, Baby Carrots, 
Cauliflower, Choice of Fruit

April 23: Turkey ala King 
over Brown Rice, Corn, Whole 
Wheat Bread, Broccoli Florets, 
Green Beans, Cherry Tomatoes, 
Choice of Fruit

April 24: Homemade Cheese 
Bread with Marinara Sauce, Pasta 
Salad, Black Beans, Steamed Car-
rots, Cauliflower, Choice of Fruit

April 27: WG Waffle Sticks, 
Syrup, Eggs, Breakfast Potatoes, 
Green Peas, Cherry Tomatoes, 
Cauliflower, Choice of Fruit

April 28: Pulled Pork Nachos, 
Pico de Gallo, Refried Beans, 
Pinto Beans, Broccoli Florets, 
Tomatoes, Choice of Fruit

April 29: Chicken & Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner Rolls, 
Spring Corn Salad, Celery 
Sticks, Green Pepper Strips, 
Choice of Fruit

Alex Fred-
erick Jor-
genson, 15, 
of Bloom-
ing Prairie, 
died Mon-
day, April 13, 
2015, at his 
home. 

H e 
was born April 14, 1999, in 
Owatonna the son of Jamie and 
Kristi (Bromley) Jorgenson. 
Alex was a sophomore at Bloom-

ing Prairie High School. He 
participated in the one act play 
this school year, played in the 
school band and the Pep Band. 
He loved playing the snare drum 
with Stix of Fury drumline. Alex 
was a part of the drum line since 
its inception. He loved the out-
doors, camping with his family, 
dogs, fishing, music and wolves. 
Wolves held a special place with 
Alex. Alex also loved working 
on cars with his dad. Alex had a 
great sense of humor and loved 

to bring happiness to others.
He is survived by his par-

ents, Jamie and Kristi Jorgenson 
of Blooming Prairie; brother, 
Dylan Jorgenson of Blooming 
Prairie; sister, Shyane Jorgenson 
of Blooming Prairie; maternal 
grandparents, Richard (and Bon-
nie) Bromley of Owatonna, San-
dy (and Bob) Molumby of West 
St. Paul; paternal grandparents, 
Fred and Marian Jorgenson of 
Owatonna; great grandmothers, 
Betty Thon, Ignatia Seys, Clara 

Risberg; aunts and uncles, Amy 
(and Bruce) Johnson, Jenny 
(and Nick) McShane, Michelle 
Bromley, Teresa Bromley, Wil-
lie Bromley, Keri (and Justin) 
Feifarek; cousins, Bailey, Skyler 
and Jayger Eaton, Jarod, Brean-
na, Nevaeh Feifarek, Jacob, Col-
lin and Zack McShane, Michael 
and Eithan Johnson.

Memorials are preferred to 
“Stix of Fury Drumline In Mem-
ory of Alex” or to the donor’s 
choice.

Alex Jorgenson, 15, Blooming Prairie

E l m e r 
E. Mees of 
O w a t o n n a 
died April 10, 
2015, at Tra-
ditions II in 
Owatonna. 

Elmer was 
born April 27, 
1922, in Lake 
Crystal, Minnesota, the son of 
Edward and Wilhelmina (Urban) 
Mees. Elmer graduated from Rap-
idan High School near Mankato. 

Elmer serviced during WW II 
in the Army Air Corp as a waste 
gunner and flew 33 missions. He 
married Evelyn Soufal June 17, 
1947, at Sacred Heart Church 
in Owatonna. The couple made 
their home in Aurora Township 
farming throughout his career. 

Elmer also drove bus for 
many years for the Owatonna 
Bus Company. He was a mem-
ber of Knights of Columbus, 
VFW, American Legion, Eagles 
club, Sacred Heart Church, as 

well as the National Farm Orga-
nization. Elmer enjoyed bowl-
ing, old time music, dancing and 
spending time with his family 
and grandchildren.

Elmer is survived by his chil-
dren, twin sons Edward (Gene-
va) Mees of Randtoul, Illinois, 
Charles Mees of Owatonna, 
daughters Teresa (Mike) Smith 
of Blooming Prairie, and Connie 
Lau of Owatonna. Granddaugh-
ters Sarah (Brian) Chelmo of Cla-
remont and Krista (Jeff) Bolster 

of Owatonna. Great-grandsons 
Kevin and Owen Chelmo, along 
with many step-grandchildren 
and step-great-grandchildren. 

Elmer is preceded in death by 
his wife Evelyn in 2012, as well 
as 10 brothers and sisters. 

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily prefers memorials to Disable 
American Veterans or the Allina 
Hospice Program Patient Care 
Fund. To leave a message or to 
leave a condolence, go to www.
brick-megerfuneralhome.com.

Elmer Mees, 92, Owatonna

Trinity Lutheran to show ‘A Story of Faith’ April 23
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118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Medford Branch
507-451-2122

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

www.expressowatonna.com
507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

A healthy products company

3824 S. W. 93rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
(507) 451-4724

Garlick’s Water 
Conditioning

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Perhaps the most remembered Bible verse of our 
time is John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  I have to 
wonder if we so commonly remember this verse be-
cause it speaks of God’s huge love for us or because of 
God’s statement about preventing us from perishing.  

In Mark’s story (Mark 4:35-41) of Jesus calming the 
stormy sea and saving his disciples, the disciples awaken 
Jesus and ask, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?”  Mark and John use the same word in Greek 
for perishing.  A deeper meaning exists for perishing that 
extends beyond the mortal death that each of our lives 
face.  The Greek word apollumi (apollumi) refers to eter-
nal destruction.  When God claims that believers shall not 
perish, God is saying that we will exist forever with him.  

Getting back to the story in Mark, yes, Jesus awak-

ens and stills the storm so they arrive 
safely (in this life) on the other side of 
the lake.  But Jesus was perhaps re-
sponding to the bigger question about perishing when he 
says, “Why are you afraid?  Have you still no faith?”

For me, because of God’s promise that I shall not 
perish, I am freed to live my life with courage that 
death will not have the last word.  Perhaps this can 
also be said for all who carry the words of John 3:16 
on the tips of their tongues.   Thanks be to such a gen-
erous God who gave the most amazing gift to us!

The Rev. Charlie Leonard
First Lutheran Church

Blooming Prairie

 ‘You shall not perish!’
Pastor’s CornerArea Church Spotlight

411 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Vibrant Life Assembly of God, Ellendale

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Jonathon Davis 
(507) 676-5696 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH 

5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 
Pastor Jonathon Davis 

(507) 633-9331 
9 a.m. Sundays. 10:30 a.m.  

Sunday School
FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Services: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
Broadcast 8:30 KOWZ, 100.9FM 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

ST. MICHAEL’S  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham 
Minister Dwight DoBell 

(507) 567-2474 
Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
www.peaceclaremont.otshost.org 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7pm
Good Friday, April 3, at 7pm

April 11, 18, 25 Saturday Evenings 
Services at 6pm

(no service on April 4th)
April 5, 12, 19, 26 Sunday Morning 

Services at 10:30am
Holy Communion Offered

Each Saturday Evening Service
2nd & 4th Sunday Service of each 

month
Sunday School and Confirmation 

Class 9-10:15am

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
The Rev. Ronald Prigge 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Krisin Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
9 a.m. worship

10 a.m. Sunday school
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—LCMS 
108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
(507) 451-0447 

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
Education hour: 10 a.m.

   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165

Sunday school: 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday

8:15, 9:45 & 11:15 a.m. Sunday

Catholic

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
Rural Geneva 

The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy 
(507) 465-8217 

Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

Hayfield 
The Rev. Steve Peterson 

(507) 477-2256 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Reconciliation: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 

307 First St. SW., New Richland 
The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy 

(507) 465-8217 
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday 

and 8 a.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Steve Peterson 

(507) 583-2784 
Reconciliation: 5 p.m. Saturday 

Services: 5:15 p.m. Saturday 
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

The Rev. Brian Sutton, 
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  

with Children’s Church 
Family Faith Formation and First 

Communion class after Mass with noon 
potluck second Sunday of month. 

Confirmation class after Mass second 
Sunday of month, and fourth Sunday of 

month at 6 p.m.  
St. Isidore School - 451-5876,                                     

Preschool-fifth grade:  
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
SACRED HEART CHURCH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 

The Rev. John Sauer; the Rev. Michael 
Cronin, Parochial Vicar 

(507) 451-1588 
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Services: 5 p.m. Saturday, 7:30 a.m., 
9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. Sunday Spanish 

Service: 1 p.m. Sunday
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

515 E. Main St., Hayfield 
The Rev. Emmanuel Sylvester 

218-695-2641 
Mass & Religious Ed: 11 a.m. Sunday

ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna

507-451-4845
Rev. Edward F. McGrath

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. eve 4 p.m.

8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday

10 a.m. Sunday

CHRIST THE KING PARISH
MEDFORD

Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday evening, 
5 p.m., 10 a.m.

Monday daily Mass: 9 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfield

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. 
Easter thru Christmas

Winter at Christ the King, Medford

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Summer services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Non-Denominational

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 

Pastor Aaron de Neui 
(507) 477-2255 

www.cedarcreekchurch.org 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  
Moving/Meet at 

Comfort Inn 
Pastor Doug 

(507) 363-3099 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday  

Children’s Zone: 10:30 a.m.
NEW BEGINNINGS 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 

Pastor Scott Peterson 
(507) 213-9194 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatanna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday
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minimizer enters 

a new proving ground 

this season!
TREVOR K

RUCKEBER
G

T E A M  T E S T E D  & 
T E A M  T O R T U R E D
Ten of  the country’s top motor speedways 
will host ChampTruck World Series events 
from April to October.

GET fREE TiCKETS AT 
MiNiMizER.COM

APR 24 - 26 New Jersey Motorsports Park
MAY 22 - 24 Thunderhill Raceway
MAY 29 - 31 Pikes Peak Int’l Raceway
JUL 2 - 4 Charlotte Motor Speedway
JUL 17 - 19  Gateway Motorsports Park
AUG 6 - 9  Virginia Int’l Raceway
AUG 28 - 29  Texas Motor Speedway
SEP 11 - 13  Nebraska Raceway Park
OCT 2 - 4  Portland Int’l Raceway
OCT 30 - 1  Las Vegas Motor Speedway

2015 RACE SCHEDULE:

AN AMERICAN fAMILY OWNED COMPANY fOR 30 YEARS

MINIMIzER.COM          800.248.3855

Minimizer products are known throughout 
North America for being the most durable, 
tested and tortured products of their kind.
     In 2015 Minimizer products -- and people 
-- are being tested on an entirely new proving 
grounds.
     Starting this weekend at Raceway Park 
Motor Speedway in New Jersey, Minimizer will 
be putting two race teams on that track as 
part of the inaugrual season of Champ Truck 
World Series Racing.

    Class 8 (semi)  trucks will tear around 
some of the country’s most popular tracks 
this summer and fall, and Minimizer’s “Team 
Tested” and “Team Tortured” will be at those 
tracks doing everything they can to end up on 
Victory Lane.
    Team Tested is piloted by Trevor 
Kruckeberg of Blooming Prairie.  His family 
has owned and managed Minimizer for the 
past 31 years. He (along with brother Tyler) 
have been visible symbols in the company’s 

advertising since they were in grade school.
     Now Trevor is representing the company’s 
first racing team and will be behind the wheel 
of a highly modified 10-speed automatic, 
two axle Volvo 670 diesel.  He’ll be rounding 
corners, possibly three trucks abreast at 
speeds of 100 mph.
     Team Tortured is piloted by Blooming 
Prairie native Brad Klemmensen.  He’ll be in an 
identical Volvo 670 diesel and he’s looking for 
Victory Lane every bit as agressively as Trevor. 

     Both drivers have thousands of hours 
behind the wheels of Class 8 trucks ... but this 
will be entirely new for each of these drivers.  
     Follow them online all season on Minimizer’s 
Facebook page and on the team websites at: 
minimizerracing.com.  Current videos will be 
posted of races, interviews with the drivers, 
crew and fans -- and any schedule changes.
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Tigers begin 
season with 6 
straight wins

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

The Medford Tigers have played six 
games so far this season. They have 
won all of them. 

Last year, the Tigers won three of 
their first six. The season before, they 
won two. Three years ago, they had a 
single at this point. 

The Tigers have outscored opponents 
56-17, and opponents are averaging 
less than three points a game to the Ti-
gers’ nine. Medford played four games 
last week, defeating Blooming Prairie, 
Glenville-Emmons, Minneota/Lincoln 
and Edgerton/SWMC. 

There’s undeniably something dif-
ferent about those Tigers this year, and 
according to players and coaches, it has 
very little to do with the games. 

“This year’s focus is that we work 
hard in practice. We have fun in the 
games,” said Chappuis.

“I have to keep reminding the boys 
that each game is an opportunity,” said 
Chappuis. “It’s a new opportunity for 
the other team to come here and beat 
us.”

That’s why Chappuis is less con-
cerned about the games themselves and 
more concerned about what happens in 
practice and off the field. 

“A baseball season can change in the 
blink of an eye. And with a team our 
size, we can’t have any distractions, 
(players) missing practice or injuries,” 
said Chappuis.

To keep his team focused, Chappuis 
has developed several off-the-field re-
quired activities to promote a team spir-
it and work ethic. 

First, Chappuis has developed week-
ly focus time for his team, a time to read 
an inspirational life-lesson article and 
discuss it. 

“Last year I kind of eased into it, and 
I got a lot of yes/no (answers to ques-
tions),” said Chappuis. “This year I told 
them this year it’s not going to be ac-
ceptable to write yes or no. There’s got 
to be some thought in it.”

Defense struggles as Huskies start 0-3

B Section Tuesday, April 21, 2015www.steeledodgenews.com

LeMar Nelson

OUTSIDE

THE LINES

Teams have hectic 
week

After the last week of hardly 
any activity because of inclem-
ent weather, the Blooming Prai-
rie High School sports teams 
made up for it this week with a 
myriad of contests. The baseball 
team had four games, for exam-
ple, and I turned in a dozen ar-
ticles even before the weekend.

The softball team won a pair 
of games, and the win over 
Southland proved particularly 
satisfying, as it was well played 
and without any mistakes on 
the part of the Blossoms. They 
played with enthusiasm and 
confidence, and we will see now 
if they can carry that confidence 
forward into another active 
week of games.

The baseball team on the 
other hand, has run into a streak 
of games in which one aspect 
of the game always trips them 
up. If it isn’t errors, it is a lack 
of hitting or wildness by pitch-
ers. The sorry part is that coach 
Matt Kittelson says that the boys 
are actually playing pretty good 
ball and having fun. Now, they 
have to keep working to keep 
the games a little better played 
for better results.

The golf boys and girls had a 
couple of meets this week with 
some good individual results, 
but it remains a struggle when 
they don’t have enough golfers 
for either team to keep scores. 
Tommy Braaten and Taylor 
Christianson find themselves 
in the top echelon of golfers in 
each outing, but they need help 
from other golfers.

The track teams also had a 
couple of meets last week, with 
some good individual showings. 
Cole Sunde and Alec Ille both 
turned in firsts at one meet, as 
did Alanna Grant and Taylor Ha-
gen for the girls. The teams fin-
ished in the middle of the pack 
for both meets in which they 
participated. Both teams have 
some athletes who are interest-
ing to follow. Fans should take 
time to attend and watch a home 
meet at some point in the season.

Some final honors
Two Blossom athletes re-

ceived final honors last week, 
when the Austin Daily Herald 
released its All-Area girls’ bas-
ketball team. Taylor Hagen and 
Madison Worke joined three 
Lyle-Pacelli girls as the paper’s 
first choices. 

Hagen averaged 16.3 points 
per game and two blocks in her 
senior year, and she finished her 
stellar career with 1, with almost 
4 assists and 1,551 points and 
914 rebounds.  Worke averaged 
15.2 points per game, with al-
most four assists and 4 ½ steals 
a game. A last big tip of the hat 

HometownSports

Staff photo by James Knoop
Senior Scott Romeo pitches against Southland on Tuesday, April 
14. 

Owatonna boys lacrosse

Things are looking up

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

In an onslaught of offense 
Friday night, the Chaska la-
crosse boys scored five goals 
on Owatonna in the first five 
minutes of play. 

Things hardly got better, as 
Chaska scored an additional 
four goals in the first half. 
Chaska would go on to win 12-
1, handing  the Owatonna Hus-
kies their third straight loss to 
start the season. 

“It is very tough to recover 
from that, but the boys played 
better as the game went on,” 
said Owatonna Coach Scott 
Seykora in an email. “We only 
allowed three goals in the sec-
ond half.”

Seykora  also pointed out the 
play of goalkeeper Dan Prissel, 
who had 18 saves in the game. 

The next night, Owatonna 
fell to Hastings 12-2. 

“We just could not get any-
thing going on the offensive 
side,” said Seykora. “Hastings 

was very good at pressuring 
our offense and forced a lot of 
turnovers.”

Seykora added that his 
team’s 10 shots on goal fell far 
short of what a team needs to 
compete in a game. 

Julian Bednar and Ben Cal-
len scored the two goals for 
Owatonna, with one assist by 
Josh Nelson.

The Huskies will play at 
Simley on Tuesday, April 21, 
and at home against St. Paul on 
Thursday, April 24, at 6 p.m.

Blooming Prairie sports

Medford

Staff photo by James Knoop
The Owatonna boys lacrosse team gave up 12 goals against 
Hastings on Saturday night in a 12-2 loss. 

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

Errors lead to loss
“Any time we have seven 

errors and a handful of men-
tal mistakes,” remarked Coach 
Matt Kittelson, “a loss is almost 
assured.”

That was the case at Adams 
Tuesday, April 14, as Southland 
clobbered BP 12-5. The Rebels 
hung a five-spot on the board in 
the third, many of the runs due 
to Blossom errors, to break open 
a 5-3 game.

The one bright spot on the day 
came from pitcher Riley Olson, 
who had four hits, including a 
double and a home run. He and 
Scott Romeo had big blows, as 
the locals scored three runs in 
the first, but the Rebels came 
back with three runs in the bot-
tom of the first, two more in the 
second and then put the game 
away with the big 6-run third. 

Olson pitched all six innings, 
giving up 12 runs, only three of 
which were earned. He walked 
three and struck out eight.   

Besides Olson’s 4-4 day at the 
plate, Romeo added three hits in 

four at bats; and John Rumpza, 
Connor Getchell, Sam Swenson 
and Camden Heimerman all had 
one hit in the game. The team 
had 11 hits. BP got two runs in 
the top of the seventh to finish 
the scoring.

Southland had 12 runs, 15 
hits, one error, while BP had five 
runs, 11 hits and seven errors.

Tigers edge BP 6-4 
Medford scored four runs in 

the sixth inning and held on to 
a 6-4 victory over the Blossom 
baseball team Monday, April 13.   

BP led 3-2 after five innings in 

the home contest, but the Tigers 
took advantage of three walks, 
two passed balls, a misplay in 
the outfield and two timely hits 
to grab the lead for good.

Three straight walks loaded 
the bases in that sixth inning, 
and Javis Von Ruden dropped a 
single for one run. Nate Maixner 
followed with a two-run single, 
and a sacrifice bunt counted the 
fourth run, before BP could halt 
the rally. AJ Chappius pitched 
the last inning and two-thirds to 

Blossoms’ defense struggles early in season 

BP BASEBALL
Continued on Page 2B

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued on Page 2B

MEDFORD
Continued on Page 6B

Staff photo by James Knoop
Medford freshman catcher Javis VonRuden catches a popped up bunt against Blooming Prairie. The Tigers defeated the 
Blossoms in the second game of their season. They have since gone on a 4-0 winning streak and stand 6-0 overall. 



By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

A fourth inning that counted 
14 runs and two full rotations 
by the Blooming Prairie batters 
gave the home-standing Blos-
soms a 19-2 victory over Med-
ford on Monday, April 13.  

The conference win evened 
the Blossoms record at 1-1, af-
ter inclement weather last week 
washed out both scheduled con-

tests.
Although the locals took a 5-0 

lead after the first two innings, 
they did not play crisply in the 
field. Two errors and a mental 
lapse made pitcher Elly Strunk 
rely on two strikeouts and a 
groundout to shortstop to get out 
of a third inning jam that left two 
Tiger runners on base.

 A little between innings scold-
ing by Coach Ali Mach seemed 
to wake the team up, and they 
paraded 18 batters to the plate in 

the bottom of the fourth to tuck 
the game safely into the win col-
umn.  

Five hits, including Emma 
Christianson’s pinch-hit double, 
three walks, two hit batters and 
four Medford errors highlighted 
the inning.

“I didn’t think we played 
with much enthusiasm the first 
three innings, but we played 
much better the latter half of the 
game,” commented Mach. “Any 
win is a good win, and we woke 

up in time to get a big first vic-
tory of the season.”

Bria Baldwin and Elly Strunk 
both had two hits and three 
RBIs. Both Tessa Ivers and An-
ika Nowlan added two hits, and 
Ivers scored three times in the 

game. Madison Worke had two 
RBIs and scored two runs. 

Strunk gave up just one earned 
run on four hits, one walk and 
five strikeouts. BP had 19 runs, 
13 hits and three errors, while 
Medford two runs, four hits and 

seven errors. 
The girls traveled to Water-

ville-Elysian-Morristown yes-
terday and will go to Byron on 
Thursday, April 23.

to those fine athletes.
By the way, both of those girls 

and John Rumpza participated 
in All-Star basketball contests 
in the past month. They were 
among 40 of the best senior bas-
ketball players around the state 
in their respective cases, and 
reports indicated that all three 
had good games in the process. 
A little summary of their expe-
riences at that occasion appears 
elsewhere in this issue of the 
Steele County Times.

This and that
Minimizer has begun a new 

venture by participating in the 
Champ Truck World Series 
Race. It is a little hard to visual-
ize, but this will be a series of 
races around the nation involv-
ing semi-trucks. Minimizer will 
compete with two rigs driven by 

Trevor Kruckeberg and Brad Kl-
emmensen.    

The events will be at various 
locations beginning April 24, 
and a couple of Midwest cities 
are on the schedule. This will 
be a unique race, and it will be 
quite interesting to keep in touch 
with the progress of the local 
drivers. Good luck with that new 
experience.

After a week in which every 
local high school team man-
aged to get all the contests for 
the week completed, just in time 
to blow up a little rain overnight 
on Saturday.  According to the 
weather experts, we are still a 
couple of inches below the av-
erage for this time of the year, 
and we could certainly use more 
moisture. 

The weather is supposed to be 
much cooler this week, and we 

will see if it disrupts the sports 
schedule at all. So far, this year 
has certainly been quite differ-
ent from the wet spring last year, 
and we will see if that pattern 
continues.

Around the state, the Wild 
played St. Louis last night in the 
third game of their series. Min-
nesota won the first game, but 
the Blues tied the series with a 
win last Saturday. And after a 
miserable start to the season, the 
Twins have played respectably 
in their last half dozen contests. 
The eternal optimist in me hopes 
they can continue that trend now.

On the college front, Shelbi 
Swenson’s Bethel’s softball 
team is 23-13 now, and Swenson 
is batting .224. She has 15 hits, 
12 RBIs and three doubles, a 
triple and a home run. St. Cloud 
University softball is 23-21, but 
Tricia DeBoer is now batting 
.294, with 19 hits and six stolen 
bases. We will follow them the 
rest of the season, and good luck 
to both former Blossom athletes.

How’s this for a Sunday 
school opinion. Shakespeare 
wrote all of his plays in Islamic 
pentameter. Straighten that out, 
and we’ll talk again.

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

After a week of inclement 
weather, the Blooming Prairie 
boys had all three golfers finish 
in the top 15 at the NRHEG In-
vitational meet Monday, April. 
13. But without a number four 
golfer, the Blossoms did not 
figure in the team scoring. USC 

won the meet with a 188 and 
Bethlehem Academy took sec-
ond at 210.

BP’s Tommy Braaten 
claimed third behind rounds 
of 41 from Ryan Pederson and 
Nate Pederson of the Rebels. 
The next four places showed 
ties of 49 and Brody Carlson 
finished ninth with a 53. Jon 
Hatch rounded out the Blos-

som scoring with a 55 for 11th 
place, individually. 

 Coach Erik Vigeland com-
mended Braaten for a fine 
round, but he was disappointed 
that the other two locals didn’t 
score a little better.  

The boys will entertain at the 
Blossom Invitational meet on 
Saturday, April 18, in the next 
golf action.

  Ladies Bowling League

TEAM STANDINGS (as of April 15)
	 Wins       Losses
1. Epic Contracting        	      35           13
2. F & M Bank                    	     30.5        17.5
3. Kosters Car Korner   	      19.5        32.5
4. J&H Liquors/DQ       	      15           37

TEAM STATS
High team (Scratch) F & M Bank, 1,997    
High team (handicap) J&H Liquors/DQ, 1,947
INDIVIDUAL STATS
High Game
1. Mary Kittelson, 186
2. Joann Nielsen, 172
                   
High Series
1. Joann Nielsen, 484
2. Mary Kittelson, 428
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AJ Chappuis signs with University of Sioux Falls

Staff photo by James Knoop
AJ Chappuis signed his letter of intent to play baseball for the University of Sioux Falls on 
Wednesday, April 15. 

Medford baseball

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Medford’s AJ Chappuis 
signed his letter of intent to play 
baseball for the University of 
Sioux Falls on Wednesday, April 
15. 

According to AJ, it was an in-
stant fit upon visiting the school. 

“I just felt comfortable when I 
got there,” said AJ. “They were 
really welcoming.”

AJ’s dad and Medford varsity 
baseball coach Jon Chappuis 
said the decision came as a sur-
prise to the family. 

“It kind of shocked us,” said 
Jon. “He’d been kicking around 
the idea of playing both (football 
and baseball) in a small school.”

“He got quite a bit of attention 
from the D3 schools in the area, 
and we must have visited 10 to 
15 colleges,” said Jon. “Sioux 

Falls had been contacting him, 
but he didn’t know if he really 
wanted to go out to South Dako-
ta. He doesn’t know much about 
South Dakota, and he’d never 
been there.”

While a dozen trips to closer 
schools proved futile, the longer 
trek to Sioux Falls proved to be 
the ticket. Not only did AJ find 
the school one worth pondering; 
he was ready to commit that day. 

“Before we even got in the 
car, he was asking if he could 
verbally commit,” said Jon. 

While AJ gave it additional 
thought at the suggestion of his 
parents, there was no doubt in 
his mind. 

“I felt like I’d fit in with the 
team really well,” said AJ. 

AJ said playing college base-
ball has been his dream for 
years, but the journey was not 
always easy, especially when he 

joined the varsity team with his 
dad as the coach. 

“That was tough on him, be-
ing the coach’s son as a fresh-
man,” said Jon. 

As the shortstop, a position 
usually filled by team leaders, 
AJ was determined to earn the 
“leader” title apart from being 
the coach’s son. 

“Even his sophomore year 
was tough,” said Jon. “He didn’t 
feel he was a leader on the team. 
He wanted to earn his way. He 
didn’t understand he was earn-
ing his way. He was our best hit-
ter.”

With a drive to earn his way, 
AJ continued working hard in 
the offseason and showing im-
provement during the season. 
Jon said there is no doubt that 
as a senior and captain, AJ has 
earned the title “leader.”

Freshman Alec Ille is start-
ing his track season the way 
he ended it last year. In the 
last two track meets he has 
taken first in the 1,600-meter 
run once and finished second 
to an elite miler in the most 
recent meet at Waseca. His 
time in the first meet last 
week was just three seconds 
off the school record meet, 
and his second at Waseca 
was timed at 4:49.07. He is 
almost certain of reaching 
his goal of a new school re-
cord before the season ends.

ALEC ILLE
The senior catcher for the 

Awesome Blossom softball 
team finished a week in good 
style against Southland. The 
team won a pair of games 
last week, and Ivers stroked 
three hits and scored three 
runs in the victory over the 
Rebels. Earlier in the week 
she had two hits and scored 
three runs against Medford. 
She had five hits and scored 
six runs for the week, and 
she can be counted on to get 
on base at least twice in al-
most every game.

TESSA IVERS

 ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Sponsored by:
BP BASEBALL
Continued from Page 1B

14-run inning lifts Blossoms over Medford in a 19-2 victory at home
Blooming Prairie softball

preserve the victory.
“We didn’t take advantage 

of our chances,” remarked 
Coach Matt Kittelson. “We had 
bases loaded twice, but we just 
couldn’t get that timely hit we 
needed. In a close game like 
this, that is the difference.” 

BP took an early 1-0 lead on 
John Rumpza’s walk and stolen 
base and a line drive to right 
center by Scott Romeo. Medford 
tied the game in the second and 
added a single run in the fourth 
for a 2-1 edge. The Blossoms re-
gained the lead in the fifth. 

 Ethan Arett walked and later 
scored on a Sam Swenson sin-
gle. Swenson then came home 
on a Riley Olson base hit.  That 
set up the big sixth inning for 
the Tigers. BP got one run back 

in the bottom of the sixth, when 
Brad Staska scored on a balk 
after walking earlier. Rumpza’s 
single gave the locals life in the 
seventh, but two groundouts 
ended the game.

Medford had six runs, five 
hits and one error, while BP had 
four runs, five hits and three er-
rors. Rumpza took the loss on 
the mound for the blossoms, al-
though he gave up just two hits. 
Six walks and an untimely error 
hurt his chances. Nate Maixner 
picked up the victory for the 
winners. No BP batter had more 
than one hit, while Von Ruden 
and Chappius both had two hits 
for the Tigers.  

Medford is now 3-0 for the 
season, while BP fell to 1-1.

Three Blossoms in top 15

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued from Page 1B

Staff photo by James Knoop
Madison Worke lets a pitch go by. The Blossoms scored 19 runs against the Medford Tigers on 
Monday, April 13. 

Blooming Prairie golf



NRHEG boys
On Tuesday, April 14, the 

New Richland-Hartland-Ellen-
dale-Geneva boys track team 
travelled to Stewartville to com-
pete against six other teams. The 
boys took sixth at the event with 
36 points, standing only above 
Triton with 33. 

“It was a good meet for the 
boys,” said Coach Duane Fer-
ber. “We didn’t’ score a lot of 
points, but the boys performed 
well.”

Stewartville Glen 
Amundsen Invite

Boys Division

Team points: 1. Stewartville 

176, 2. Lourdes  114  , 3. GM-
LOS  78.5  4. Blooming Pr.  
56.5, 5. Hayfield  43, 6. NRHEG    
36  7, 7. Triton  33

Individual Results: (NRHEG 
results)

800-meter run – 6. Tyler Sch-
laak  2:11.73

3,200-meter run – 5. John 
Cole 

4X100-meter relay – 6. 
Aaron Seath, Zach Mely, Noah 
Sletten, Nathan Krause  49.08

4X200-meter relay – 4. 
Aaron Seath, Zach Mely, Noah 
Sletten, Nathan Krause  1:42.32

4X400-meter relay – 4. 
John Cole, Tyler Schlaak, Nate 
Krause, Josh Flemming  3:48.63

4X800-meter relay – 2. 
4x800  Tyler Schlaak, John 
Cole, Brenden McMann, Josh 
Flemming  8:58.24

Shot Put – 4. Kevin Kalis  
43-2 ½ 

Discuss – 3. Keith Maxon  
142-6, 4. Kevin Kalis  141-9

Triple Jump – 5. Tyler Sch-
laak  36-5

NRHEG girls
The NRHEG girls track team 

travelled to Wells on Friday, 
April 17 for a five-team invite. 
NRHEG placed third, scoring 
168.5.

“We had a nice meet in Wells,” 
said Ferber. “Gretchen Ramaker 
came out of nowhere to go over 

32 feet in the triple jump. Mad-
die (Wagner) had a nice win in 
the high jump, beating her cous-
in at 4’10. Our top scorer, Haily 
Schuller, keeps placing high in 
all of her events.”

USC Invite
Girls Division

Team Scores:  1.  BEA  262, 
2.  MCW  199.5, 3.  NRHEG  
168.5, 4.  LCWM/N  163, 5.  
USC/AC  138

Individual Results: (NRHEG 
results)

100-meter dash – Marnie 
Wagner  13.87, 6. Gretchen Ra-
maker  14.09

200-meter dash – 6. Maddie 
Wagner  28.9

800-meter run – 4. Kelly 
Harden  2:42.04

3,200-meter run – 5. Mia 
Williams  14:32.10, 6. Jade 
Mely  14:33.29

4X100-meter relay – 4. Mad-
die Wagner, Marnie Wagner, 
Grace Kofstad, Erin VanWilgen  
56.37

4X200-meter relay – 2. Hai-
ley Schuller, Gretchen Ramaker, 
Maddie Wagner, Marnie Wagner  
1:54.73

4X400-meter relay – 5. Kelly 
Harden, Katie Cliff, Erin Van-
Wilgen, Annie Prigge  4:57.26

4X800-meter relay – 3. 
Kelly Harden, Kallie Thomp-
son, Hailey Westrum, Annie 
Prigge  11:45.98

100-meter high hurdles – 2. 
Hailey Schuller  16.87

300-meter low hurdles – 3. 
Hailey Schuller  53.04

Shot Put – 5. Emily Eder 31-2 
½, 6. Sophia Fisher  30-8 ½ 

Discuss – 5. Keith Maxon  , 6. 
Kevin Kalis  141-9

Triple Jump – 1. Gretchen 
Ramaker 32-8

High Jump – 1. Maddie Wag-
ner 4-10, 4. Marnie Wagner 4-4

Long Jump – 3. Hailey Schul-
ler 14-9

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

At 24, Dave Paukert is one of 
the youngest coaches in Steele 
County. In his first season of 
coaching, he will receive a rare 
opportunity - facing his own high 
school baseball coach. 

Paukert attended Zumrota-
Mazeppa high school, learn-
ing under the tutelage of Coach 
Chuck Ohm. In his junior and 
senior seasons, the Cougars went 
20-5 and 17-6, respectively. Years 
late, Paukert has nothing but praise for 
Ohm, stating that much of his coaching 
style comes from his former coach.

“He’s got a tremendous baseball 
mind,” said Paukert. “I probably 
wouldn’t be here (without him), espe-
cially at this young age — only being 
24 and being able to take over a pro-
gram.”

Besides learning under Ohm during 
the baseball season, Paukert had the 
opportunity to coach summer league 
teams under Ohm. 

“I learned a tremendous amount from 

Coach Ohm about the game, pitching, 
how to deal with play-
ers - the psychology of 
the game and bringing 
the team together,” said 
Paukert.

Though Paukert grad-
uated from high school 
in 2009, and now com-
mands his own team, he 
continues to learn under 
his former coach. 

“We’ve been email-
ing back and forth,” said 
Paukert, adding that the 

two are both excited to play each other. 
“I’ll ask him this or that,” said 

Paukert. “I’ll say I understand if you 
don’t want to help me out until after 
the 21st, but he’ll always laugh and do 
his best to help me out. He’s always a 
phone call away.”

Paukert said there will be extra in-
trigue during the game since many of 
NRHEG’s signs and verbage come 
from his days under Ohm’s tutelage.

 “We’ll be changing some of that 
stuff up, and I’m sure they will be too,” 
said Paukert. “That will make it all the 

more fun.”
Paukert admitted that while it will 

be all business on April 21, when the 
two face each other at New Richland, 
both he and Ohm wish to see the other 
succeed. 

The Panthers were 3-1 with a game 
scheduled for Monday, April 20, at 
Medford.  

AREA SPORTS BOOSTERS
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These businesses are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded countywide sports coverage. We wish our 
local sports teams the best success throughout the season. Go Blossoms. Go Panthers. Go Tigers. Go Huskies!

Check Out Our Inventory at
www.mccabemotors.com

Rent from us: Cars • SUV’s 
7, 8, 9, 12 & 15 Passenger Vans

507-444-9494 • 425 18th Street SE • Owatonna

1170 E. Frontage Rd • Owatonna
 507-455-1000

405 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie 
507-583-2141

3110 Wellner Drive NE • Rochester 
507-536-7700

132 N. Broadway • New Richland 
507-463-0502

287 St. Andrews Drive • Mankato
507-720-0250

Open MOnday thrOugh
Saturday and 2 eveningS

	
   F A C T O R Y  A U T H O R I Z E D  
I N S T A L L A T I O N  &  S E R V I C E  

	
   Furnaces, Air Conditioners, Air Exchangers 
New Construction, Finishes & Remodels 507-451-6388

Morgan’s Meat Market
• Full Service Retail Meat & 

Deli Meat Counter
• Wild Game Processing
• Custom Processing & 

Butchering Services 
(Beef, Pork, Lamb, Goat)

	 202	Ash	Ave	N,	New	Richland	•	507-465-3888

Coach faces high school coach Panthers start season 3-1
NRHEG sports

Paukert

NRHEG girls track team takes third place on the road; boys finish fifth

“I learned a tremen-
dous amount from 
coach Ohm about 
the game, pitching, 

how to deal with 
players — the psy-

chology of the game 
and bringing the 
team together.”

— Drew Paukert, NRHEG head 
baseball coach

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva Coach Drew Paukert suffered 
his first loss with the Panthers on Sat-
urday, falling 7-11 to the Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton Bulldogs.

Vs. JWP
The Bulldogs had NRHEG’s num-

ber on Saturday, knocking in eight 
runs on four walks, three errors and 
four hits in the first inning. 

NRHEG responded with four runs 
of their own in the bottom of the 
first, and didn’t allow any runs after 
the second inning, but were unable 
to overcome the early deficit, falling 
7-11.

Senior Jet Wayne had a bases-
clearing double in the sixth inning, 
senior Dakota Thiele went 2-4 with 
a double, junior Trai Wicks went 2-4, 
and senior Spencer Tollefson went 
1-3 with two runs scored. Junior 
Dempsey Tucker went 4 1/3 innings 
in relief, and Trevor Tracy went two 
innings in relief. 

Vs. Maple River
After winning their first two games 

by a one-point margin, the Panthers 
walked over Maple River with an 
11-5 victory. Dempsey Tucker went 
the distance for NRHEG, pitching 
seven innings and recording four 
strikeouts.

“We came out sluggish and didn’t 
look ready to play the first inning,” 
said Paukert. 

In the first inning, the Panthers 
committed two errors and gave up two 
walks. Maple River also scored four 
runs off Tucker in the first inning. He 
would only give up one more the rest 
of the game. 

Trailing 2-4 in the fourth inning, 
Dakota Thiele stepped up to the plate 
with the bases loaded. He would not 
disappoint, bringing everyone home 
with a grand slam. NRHEG would 
keep the lead the rest of the game. 

 The 3-1 Panthers were scheduled to 
play at Medford on Monday, April 20. 
They will host Zumbrota-Mazeppa 
Tuesday, April 21, at 5 p.m. and will 
play at Blooming Prairie on Thursday 
at 5 p.m. 



Job search tips
Is your job search off to a 

slow start or getting stuck? 
Here are some quick time-
saving job search tips that 
will help your hunt for a new 
job go smoothly.

Be Prepared. Have a voice 
mail system in place and 
sign-up for a professional 
sounding email address. 
Consider getting a separate 
email account to use for 
your job search, so you can 
stay organized. Put your cell 
phone number on your re-

sume so you can follow up 
in a timely manner.

Be More Than Prepared. 
Always have an up-to-date 
resume ready to send - even 
if you are not currently look-
ing for work. You never 
know when an opportunity 
that is too good to pass up 
might come along. If you’re 
not on LinkedIn yet, create 
a LinkedIn Profileand start 
making connections who can 
help you job search.

Don’t Wait. If you are laid-
off, file for unemployment 
benefits right away. You will 
most likely be able to file 
online or by phone. Waiting 
could delay your benefits 
check.

Get Help. Utilize free or 
inexpensive services that 
provide career counseling 
and job search assistance 
such as college career of-
fices, state Department of 
Labor offices or your local 
public library. Many librar-

ies provide workshops, pro-
grams, classes, computers 
and printers you can use, and 
other resources to help you 
with your job search. Here’s 
more on getting job search 
help at the library.

Create Your Own Tem-
plates. Have copies of your 
resume and cover letter 
ready to edit.That way you 
can change the content to 
match the requirements of 
the job you’re applying for, 
but, the contact information 
and your opening and clos-
ing paragraphs won’t need to 
be changed. Microsoft Wor-
dusers can download free 
templates for resumes, cover 
letters and email messages 
which can be personalized for 
your own correspondence.

Review Samples. It’s al-
ways a good idea to look at 
sample letters and resumes 
to get ideas for your own job 
search materials. Take a look 
at our collection of resume, 

cv, and letter samples.
Use Job Search Engines. 

Search the job search en-
gines. Use the job search 
engine sites to search the 
major job boards, company 
sites, associations, and other 
sites with job postings for 
you - fast. You will be able to 
search all the jobs posted on-
line in one step. Use Advance 
Search options to find jobs 
that are the closest match.

Jobs by Email. Let the 
jobs come to you. Use job 
alerts to sign up and receive 
job listings by email. All the 
major job sites have search 
agents and some websites 
and apps specialize in send-
ing announcements.

Time Savers. Strapped for 
time? Consider getting pro-
fessional help writing or ed-
iting your resume.References 
Ready. Have a list of three 
references including name, 
job title, company, phone 
number and email address 
ready to give to interviewers. 
Print a copy of your refer-
ence list and bring it with you 
to interviews. Here’s how to 
create a list of references.Use 
Your Network. Be cognizant 

of the fact that many, if not 
most, job openings aren’t ad-
vertised. Tell everyone you 
know that you are looking for 
work. Ask if they can help.

Get Social. Social net-
working sites like Facebook 
and Twitter can be a good 
way to get job listings before 
they are listed elsewhere. 
Plus, you can promote your 
candidacy using the social 
media tools that are read-
ily available for free for 
job seekers and companies 
are increasingly using so-
cial media for recruiting. 
Here’s how to get started 
with social networking.This 
tip isn’t a time saver, but, it 
will broaden your online job 
search resources.

Don’t Stop. Don’t limit 
your job searching to the top 
sites like Monster or Career-
Builder. Check the smaller 
niche sites that focus on a 
particular geographic loca-
tion or career field and you 
will find plenty of job list-
ings. Networking works, 
too. Tap into your network 
of contacts to see who might 
be able to help you with job 
leads or a referral.
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Business Office  
Assistant 

Payroll, Accounts Payable and HR.
Full time, experience preferred.

Contact
Jeanne Waldhauser  by 4/23/2015

Prairie Manor Care Center
507-572-6193 • Fax 507-583-2401

jwaldhauser@prairiemanorinc.com

220 3rd Street NW Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

RN NURSE MANAGER
Minimum 30 hours per week, every other weekend, every other holiday. 

Qualifications: Long Term Care/Assisted Living Experience preferred 
Duties Include: Clinical Nurse Manager, Staff Development,  

Infection Control, MDS Assessments  
 

REGISTERED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Full or Part Time – base wages starts at $11.00/hr. depending on 

experience. Shift differentials and call in pay offered. 
 

ASSISTED LIVING HOUSING AND SERVICES MANAGER
Monday–Friday, occasional weekend coverage and every other holiday. 
Qualifications: LPN preferred or Certified Nursing Assistant. Assisted 

Living and Services Duties Include: Scheduling of employees and day to 
day contact with residents and families. Management experience required.  

MAINTENANCE MANAGER
Monday – Friday, varying hours 30-34 hours/week. On call, occasional call 
in weeknights and weekends. Winter hours vary due to snow removal, etc.  

 

LPN
Part Time and on call hours available, all shifts.  

 

TMA’s ENCOURAGED TO APPLY
If you are looking for something specific, please call to see what is available.

Enjoy a rewarding career in long-term healthcare. Call Rebecca Lamkin, 
DON at 507-789-7122 or email rlamkin@kenyonsunsethome.com and  

Chelsea Ugland, LNHA at 507-789-7101 or email  
cugland@kenyonsunsethome.com for the Maintenance Manager Position

www.KenyonSeniorLiving.com
Kenyon Senior Living offers a friendly faith based work environment and a full 

range of benefits including health insurance, 403B Savings Plan,  
PTO and 8 Holidays per year!

Equal Opportunity Employer & Provider
127 Gunderson Blvd * Kenyon * MN * 55946

• Teamwork  

Environment 

• Comprehensive & 

Non-Traditional 

Benefits

• Paid training!

Is currently accepting applications for full-time, part- time, and 

overnight Direct Support Professionals in the Albert Lea, Aus-

tin, Kasson and Owatonna areas. This position assists adults 

with developmental disabilities with day-to-day activities to 

increase their independent living, social and community skills. 

All positions include e/o weekend hours.

Valid driver’s license, high school diploma/GED, and ability to 

pass a background study required.

APPLY NOW! 

www.jobs.thementornetwork.com/search/woodvale 

Contact 507-451-1296 x11 for more information

Now Hiring:

Machine 
Operataor

$12+/Hour

812 S. Elm, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-3002
www.expresspros.com

envelope 
stuffers

7-3:30 in owatonna Must 
be able to sit & stand and 

lift up to 35 lbs.

812 South Elm St. 
Owatonna 

507-455-3002
www.expresspros.com/

owatonnamn

BUESING
BULK TRANSPORT INC.

CLASS A  
CDL DRIVER

• Paid pneumatic training.
• Take assigned truck home      
   with you.
• Average $1,000-$1,200 a  
  week.
• Home weekly. • Medical, dental, life ins. available.  
• 401K (Company contribution.) • Well-maintained  
  equipment. • Holiday bonuses.

1-800-242-2402, ext. 122
Send resume to kevin@buesingbulk.com

Drivers NeeDeD
We are accepting applications for full/part time drivers pulling 

53’ dry vans. Providing service to our customers in the  
Midwest with the ability to be home weekends. 

 

All drivers, have a minimum of two years verifiable driving 
experience with an acceptable MVR and meet all prequalifying 
testing and hiring requirements. Drivers must possess customer 

service skills as well as a safe, dependable background.  
 

Irlbeck Grain offers great pay with incentives, a sign on bonus,  
paid vacation and the opportunity for 401K.

Qualified drivers may inquire at our office: 
 IrlbecK GraIn, Inc

 72670 State Hwy 16, Grand Meadow, MN 55936  
or email your resume to irlbeckadmin@hmtel.com

5
LPN - Utilization 

Management 
 5 Years Clinical Experience 

and Microsoft Office 
Experience Necessary  

Pay Based on Experience   
812 South Elm St. 

Owatonna 
507-455-3002

www.expresspros.com/
owatonnamn

Summer 
Opportunities 

Available
Local Companies All Shifts

812 South Elm St. 
Owatonna 

507-455-3002
www.expresspros.com/

owatonnamn

Mental Health Practitioner
Rule 36 provides safe & accessible healthcare services for individuals with mental health 

disabilities.  We have a current opening for a full-time Mental Health Practitioner in our 
Austin, MN facility.  Position is 40 hrs per wk; 4pm-12pm shift.

Please send resume/obtain an application:
Rule 36 Limited Partnership of Duluth

Attn: Lynn Braun
600 25th Avenue South Suite #105 St. Cloud, MN 56301

(320) 251-2996 [fax]  
 

lynn.braun@rule36ofduluth.com • www.rule36ofduluth.com EOE/AA

Join A Dynamic Team 
Of Caregivers 

• ARE YOU: Compassionate, Energetic, Dependable
• RULE 36 OFFERS: Competitive wages, Medical, Dental & Aflac insurance, Vacation/Sick pay, 
401k, Flexibility
• JOB FUNCTIONS: Assist clients in maintaining a clean, safe & positive living environment, Meal 
prep, Train & assist clients in all aspects of their life, Client activities & transportation
• REQUIREMENTS: Bachelor Degree in Human Service/related field & 2000 supervised work 
hrs (OR) Master’s Degree in Human Service/related field (OR) 6000 supervised work hrs (3 yrs), 
Valid driver’s license, Successful completion of Department of Human Services background check
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HometownLiving

www.expresspros.com
812 S. Elm Ave. • Owatonna • 507-455-3002 • 800-832-3002

Staff photo by Karen Jorgensen

All geared up
Vikings memorabilia is displayed at the Night of Knights auction last week at St. Mary’s School in Owatonna.

The American Red Cross encourages eligible do-
nors to give blood this May in honor of World Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Day on May 8 – the birth-
day of International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement founder, Henry Dunant.  

World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day recog-
nize the local and global impact of the Red Cross 
mission. For more than 130 years, the American 
Red Cross has been helping people, including 
those in need of blood transfusions, in communities 
across the U.S. It is the only blood services orga-
nization that also provides disaster relief, services 
for active and veteran military personnel and their 
families, and health and safety training. 

Those interested in giving blood can do so in 
Owatonna on the following days:

• May 8, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Owatonna Hospital, 
2250 26th St. NW.

• May 13, noon to 6 p.m., St. Joseph’s Church, 
512 S. Elm Ave.

• May 14, noon to 6 p.m., St. Joseph’s Church, 
512 S. Elm Ave.

• May 15, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., St. Joseph’s Church, 
512 S. Elm Ave.

Blooming Prairie

Medford

In brief

Owatonna

Other counties

Ellendale/Geneva

  
Servicemen’s Club

210 Fourth St. N.E.  •  Blooming Prairie  •  507-583-7884
• Raffle drawing first Saturday of every month
• Happy Hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
• Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 5 p.m.

“BurgEr Night” SPEcialS 

#1 ScalloPEd PotatoES aNd 
ham with VEg’t #2 Egg Salad  

SaNdwich with chiPS 

luNch SPEcial (4/23 & 4/24):  
chickEN FriEd StEak, 

maShEd PotatoES & roll

 Starting Friday 4/17/15 we will also be having Supper Specials

Traffic-safety classes  
set in BP and Owatonna

Do you know of a family with a child that has a 
bone, muscle or joint problem? Shriners Hospitals for 
Children-Twin Cities provides comprehensive medi-
cal, surgical and rehabilitative care for children with 
orthopaedic conditions. 

A screening clinic is slated for 9 a.m. to noon, April 
25, at the Owatonna Public Library.

Children up to age 18 are eligible for care and re-
ceive all services in a family-centered environment, 
regardless of the patients’ ability to pay. 

For an appointment, call Dick Heide at 507-456-
2069.

Shriners screening clinic set

April 21: 
4:45 p.m. Boys N Girls Club Brd
5:30 p.m. Ambulance Comm. Mtg
6 p.m. Pillow Cleaning, First Lutheran Church
April 22: 
ES Spring Pictures
HS National Honor Society, Commons
7:30 a.m. Pillow Cleaning, First Lutheran 
Church
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
April 27: 
6:30 p.m. BP Fire Relief Association Mtg
April 28: 
Card Club & Luncheon
6 p.m. BPBL Book Club
7 p.m. P&Z Brd Mtg
April 29: 
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
5:30 p.m. Remembering Vietnam 40th anniver-
sary, BP Servicemen’s Club

April 21: 
9:30 a.m. OPL Tale Time! 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
10 a.m. OPL So Many Books...So Little Time 
Book Club
4:30 p.m. OPL Brd, Gainey Rm
7 p.m. City Council, Council Chambers, City 
Hall
April 23: 
2 p.m. OPL Independent & World Films
6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time
7 p.m. OHS Spring Play
7:30 p.m. Little Theatre of Owatonna, Treasure 
Island
April 24: 
6:30 p.m. OHS Spring Play, OJHS Teen Night
6:30 p.m. McKinley PTO Family Night
7 p.m. Movie Night, New Beginnings Church
7:30 p.m. Little Theatre of Owatonna, Treasure 
Island
April 25: 
6 p.m. Dancing with our Steele County Stars, 
Medford HS
7 p.m. OHS Spring Play
7:30 p.m. Little Theatre of Owatonna, Treasure 
Island
April 26: 
1:30 p.m. OHS Spring Play
April 27: 
12 p.m. Noon Rotary Club, Country Club
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

Mower
April 21: 
LeRoy-Ostrander Schl Brd Mtg
8 a.m. The Water Up North: Marine Landscapes 
by Cheryl LeClair Sommer and Michele Wegler, 
Riverland Community College
9 a.m. MN Habitat for Humanity Outstanding 
Leaders in Excellence Conference, Austin Holiday 
Inn
9 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, YMCA, Austin
3:30 p.m. Adams SD Cmty Ed Rippin’ Stitchers, 
HS FACS Rm
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym
5 p.m. Kids’ Watercolor Class, Austin ArtWorks 
Center
7 p.m. Earth Day Celebration: Douglas Wood & 
the WildSpirit Band, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center
7 p.m. GM Firearms Safety Certification, Rm 
A119
April 22: 
8 a.m. The Water Up North: Marine Landscapes 
by Cheryl LeClair Sommer and Michele Wegler, 
Riverland Community College
9 a.m. MN Habitat for Humanity Outstanding 
Leaders in Excellence Conference, Austin Holiday 
Inn
11:15 a.m. Back Packer Book Club, APL
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, Lyle
5 p.m. Adult Watercolor Class, Austin ArtWorks 
Center
5:30 p.m. Medicare Basics - the ABCD’s, Mower 
County Senior Center
6:30 p.m. GMHS Adult Volleyball, Gym
April 23: 
8 a.m. Shred Fest, Davis Thoen Kramer & 
Associates, Austin
9 a.m. MN Habitat for Humanity Outstanding 
Leaders in Excellence Conference, Austin Holiday 
Inn
10:30 a.m. Storytime, Austin Public Library
12 p.m. Lunchbox History Series: The 1933 
Hormel Strike, Mower County Historical Society
2 p.m. Open House at the Mower County Senior 
Center, Mower County Senior Center
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym
4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market - Canceled
6 p.m. Brownsdale PL Puzzle Night (subject to 
change)
6 p.m. Uncork and Create: Flower Frenzy, Austin 
ArtWorks Center
7 p.m. GM Firearms Safety Certification, Rm 
A119
7:30 p.m. Legally Blonde - The Musical, Riverland 
Community College
April 24: 
10 a.m. Adams SD ES Mini Concert, Rose Creek 
ES Gym
10 a.m. StoryTime! :), Grand Meadow Public 
Library
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, Lyle
12:30 p.m. Defensive Driving Class, Mower 
County Senior Center
1 p.m. Tony Oliva Meet and Greet!, Mower 
County Senior Center
5 p.m. Open Studio at the Austin ArtWorks 
Center, Austin ArtWorks Center
6:30 p.m. Black and White Ball, Austin Holiday 
Inn Conference Center
7:30 p.m. Legally Blonde - The Musical, Riverland 
Community College
7:30 p.m. Music @ the Bank: Whalen and the 
Willows, Austin ArtWorks Center

April 23: 
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
April 27:
7 p.m. Medford City Council, City Hall

April 21: 
1 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, Ellendale Cmty 
Cntr
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl
April 23: 
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm
7:30 p.m. Ellendale City Council Mtg (2nd & 4th 
Thurs), Training/Mtg Rm
April 27: 
4:45 p.m. NRHEG Kindergarten Orientation & 
Registration
6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Ellndl
April 28: 
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl
April 29: 
NRHEG Parent Teacher Conference

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557

- Wine TasTing “gala” 
May 5th, 2015 7-9 p.M. @ J & h 

Benefits the Boys and 
girls cluB tickets: $12.00 in 

advance or $18.00 at the door 
(purchase ticket By april 

18th recieve an entry into a 
drawing) 

- ride for a cause:  
June 27: cruise for cancer 

(car & cycle)  
July 25: B.o.B. ride 

- bar bingo:  
monday @ 6:30 p.m.
-bean bag league:  

may - aug. Thur. nighTs



Chappuis said the articles 
cover topics such as teamwork, 
commitment, love for each other 
and discipline. This past week’s 
article involved focusing on do-
ing the little things in life. 

Senior AJ Chappuis said the 
articles have definitely made an 
impact during games and prac-
tice. 

“If someone is losing focus, 
you got to focus on what’s in 
front of you, like the fundamen-
tals,” said AJ, referring to last 
week’s article. “It’s helped a 
lot.”

Another mandatory activity is 
a new workout program devel-
oped by Brent Yule. 

“We’ve struggled to get num-
bers in the weight room,” said 
Chappuis. “You have to put in 
time in the weight room if you 
want to improve.”

Like his idea for a weekly fo-
cus, Chappuis was inspired for a 
mandatory workout at a coach-
ing conference. The speaker 
spoke of the need to create 
athletes, not just baseball play-
ers. To do that, players needed 
to work out more than on the 

baseball field. So, Chappuis in-
troduced the mandatory workout 
program last season. 

“I think it’s really paid divi-
dends,” said Chappuis, stating 
that this season has already seen 
an explosion in stolen bases and 
extra-base hits. “We’re faster 
and quicker. I think mentally 
we’re more confident, because 
our athletes are stronger.”

Despite the six-straight wins, 
Chappuis’ coaching mental-
ity hasn’t changed. It’s still not 
about winning. 

“We need to do more than just 

coach baseball,” said Chappuis. 
“I’m trying to teach (them). 
They hear me preach all the 
time. Hopefully it’s sinking in.”

If the wins weren’t enough 
reason for Chappuis to grin, he’s 
seeing his hard work pay off in 
his players’ lives as well as their 
athleticism. 

Although Medford is dis-
playing one of the most diverse 
teams Chappuis has ever seen, 
he said he has never seen a team 
so close. He noted that the se-
niors have really come along 
beside freshman. 

“There must be some kind of 
chemistry going on,” Chappuis 
said. 

According to AJ, the team has 
traded individual pride for team 
pride. 

“We’re more focused on do-
ing it together, instead of wor-
rying about ourselves,” said 
AJ. “So when we’re down, we 

don’t bash them. We try to lift 
their spirits up to make them do 
better. We tell them to ‘flush it.’ 
That’s kind of our motto.”

Senior Nick VonRuden said 
the team has really grown up 
together, and that most of them 
have played together in previous 
seasons and in summer ball. .

“It keeps (pitchers) more 
relaxed on the mound,” said 
VonRuden, adding that no one 
is afraid of ridicule from team-
mates for making a mistake. 
“This team is like everyone’s 
second family. We look out for 
each other.”

In their two most recent games 
on Saturday, the Tigers defeated 
Glenville-Emmons 12-4 and 
Minneota/Lincoln 11-4, amass-
ing 19 hits and only one error in 
the two games. 

“It was a great experience for 
the players to go through,” said 
Chappuis. “They travelled and 

played two games against qual-
ity opponents and played sound 
baseball. The offense has picked 
up, while still playing sound de-
fense and great pitching.”

According to Chappuis, each 
game has shown a new hero 
coming up big for the team. In 
their two Saturday games, fresh-
man Javis VonRuden had six 
RBIs.

“What is more important than 
the RBIs has been the maturity 
that (VonRuden) has shown be-
hind the plate as a freshman,” 
said Chappuis. “He has an un-
canny sense to call the game and 
put our pitchers in a position to 
be successful.”

Chappuis said the team treats 
each game as an opportunity to 
play baseball. The hard work 
happens off the field, and the 
wins seem to take care of them-
selves.   
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INTENSELY

LOCAL
Coverage

Blooming Prairie

Community Focused.

Community Driven.

We have the news 
you want to know 
and the hometown 

coverage you expect.

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Attend Tra�  c Skills 101
This traffi c skills course 
gives cyclists the confi dence 
they need to ride safe and 
legally in traffi c or on the trail. 
The course covers bicycle 
safety checks, fi xing a fl at, 
on-bike skills and crash 
avoidance techniques and 
includes a student manual. 
Recommended for adults and 
children above age fourteen, 
this fast-paced course 
prepares cyclists for a full 
understanding of vehicular 
cycling. Traffi c Skills 101 is 
a nine-hour multi-day course 
and is a prerequisite to 
becoming a Licensed Cycling 
Instructor (LCI). 

Cost is $10 for Saturday’s lunch. You may bring your own meal on Friday 
night. The class itself is FREE ($50 regularly) thanks to SHIP - the Statewide 
Health Improvement Program through Steele County Public Health. Dress 
comfortably and be prepared for two 4-6 mile rides on Saturday. Bicycle may 
be securely stored overnight at the Chalet.

Want to learn more about 
your bike and safe bicycling?

City Hall
138 Hwy. Ave S., Blooming Prairie

Friday, May 8 • 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 9 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Morehouse Park Chalet 
350 School Street, Owatonna 

Friday, May 15 • 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 16 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Registration Link
bikemn.org/education/courses/

traffi c-skills-101
Class is taught by Licensed Cycling 

Instructors (LCI) 

Must attend both dates 
A bicycle helmet is required.

Thank and honor Cindy Dube, M.D., internal medicine provider at Mayo Clinic Health System in Austin, for 

20 years of providing health care services to the area and 8 years of leadership as medical director. 

mayoclinichealthsystem.org

Thanks Dr. Dube!
Enjoy retirement.

Retirement Reception
Friday, May 1  •  5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Hormel Historic Home, 208 4th Ave. N.W., Austin, MN

MEDFORD
Continued from Page 1B

BRING IN THIS 
AD FOR A FREE 
FOUNTAIN POP 

WITH  ANY FOOD 
PURCHASE

Good thru May 31, 2015.

THE “NEW” BROOKTREE  
is one of the finest municipal golf 

courses in Southern Minnesota. With 
a new patio, remodeled kitchen and 
many on-course improvements, it’s 
definitely a great golf destination to 

play, relax and enjoy! 

507-444-2457
1369 CHERRY ST., OWATONNA



By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Steele County’s new administrator 
views herself as a connection between 
the commissioners, the staff and the 
public. 

“I see myself really being a resource 
for those three in particular because 
all of them have a basic need for in-
formation,” said Laura Elvebak, who 
just started her third week on the job. 
Elvebak replaced Tom Shea, who re-
tired after more than 25 years as a 
county administrator and county com-

missioner. “It is very important that the 
commissioners have good information, 
accurate information and complete in-
formation so they can make a decision.”

Just last week, in an effort to con-
nect with the public, Elvebak started 
a Facebook page. “The reason was to 
showcase all the areas that county gov-
ernment is involved in,” she said. “It 
is a great opportunity here to show all 
the different areas we are involved in, 
take one slice of it and go in-depth on 
it, so folks get a better understanding of 
county government.”

Steele County Board of Commis-

sioners President Nina Huntington said 
she is impressed on how Elvebak has 
fit in the first couple of weeks on the 
job. “She just jumped right in doing 
her homework, attending lots of meet-
ings to get to know the issues and the 
players and has had great input so far,” 
Huntington said.

Huntington added that Elvebak was 
chosen for the job because she comes 
with an optimistic, enthusiastic fresh 
voice. “She has a brief history with 
county government, so she has her foot 
in the door on how things tend to work, 
but also has a great set of fresh ideas.”

Elvebak became interested in civics 
and social studies in high school. In 
college, she majored in political sci-
ence and minored in human resources, 
graduating from Minnesota State Uni-
versity-Mankato in 2000. After gradu-
ation she went to a career day and was 
connected with a local government en-
tity and started work as an intern.

Her first job was with the city of 
Mankato and Blue Earth County con-
tracting for human resource services. 

By SHANNON KINLEY 
County Staff Writer 

Eight couples from around Steele 
County will show off their newly 
found dancing skills with hopes 
of impressing both the judges 
and the audience at the fifth an-
nual Dancing With Our Steele 
County Stars event this Saturday, 
April 25, at 7 p.m. in the Med-
ford High School Auditorium. 

The event raises money for the 
non-profit organization Healthy 
Seniors of Steele County that aims 
to provide services to seniors who 
are in need of caregivers and em-
power them to live happy, safe 
and independent lives in their own 
homes for as long as possible. 

“It is for a really good cause. We 
are trying to get people to know about 
our program, so what a fun way to 
do it, with an event that is kind of 
exercise but yet we have couples 
who are willing to put theirselves out 

there and put the time into learn-
ing a routine,” said Healthy Seniors 
Executive Director Edna Ringhofer. 

The couples first met with pro-
fessional choreographers Brian 
and Lynette Dawley in Novem-
ber to learn about some different 
types of dances and be matched 
to which style best fit them. 

“They are just phenomenal at 
matching the program to the dancer. 
You would never know that some of 
these couples have no dance experi-
ence prior to,” Ringhofer said. 

The couples got to work the first 
Sunday of February and have since 
met once a week for an hour with 
the Dawleys to learn and perfect 
their routines. On top of that they 
are asked to practice on their own 
during the rest of the week. 

Rinhofer says the fun part for her 
of this whole process is seeing the re-
action on the couples’ faces when she 
asks if they would be willing to par-
ticipate in the event, the progression 

of their skills and seeing the audience 
enjoying themselves at the event. 

“It is a fun thing. It is really neat 
to see the progression from see-
ing them that first day when all this 
choreography is thrown their way 
and then seeing them that night. It is 
a neat feeling because a lot of times 
we get people who are a little nervous 
and by the time they are done they 
have had so much fun,” she said. 

Ringhofer added that the competi-
tion this year is ging to be very close. 

“This year’s show will not dis-
appoint. The dancers look really 
good and they are very entertaining. 
Some years we have had couples 
who are way better than others or 
some that are not as good, but this 
year we don’t have that, they are all 
equal so it will be about how they 
turn it up on the stage,” she said. 

The couples will be judged on three 
categories: fundraising, audience 
choice and judges score. In the end 
the points they earn from each cat-

egory will be added up for an overall 
score putting the highest scoring 
couples in first, second or third place. 

Friends Callan Paffrath and 
Michael Wurdeman, of Owatonna, 
went to high school together and 
met through mock trail. The two 
were approached separately by 
Ringhofer to see if they would 
consider participating in the event. 

“She asked me to do it one day and 
I told her I would do it if she could 
find me a partner and she definitely 
found me a partner,” Paffrath said. 

Paffrath has around 13 years 
of dance experience and was 
also a figure skater. Wurdeman 
on the other hand has “zero” 
dance experience, however Paf-
frath says he is doing very well. 

Besides the weekly practice with 
the Dawleys the two try to practice at 
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Public Works 
decision 
deadline set 

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

A 60-day extension for the submittal of 
an improved project application has pro-
vided the Steele County Board of Commis-
sioners a bit more time to make a final de-
cision on what to do with the public works 
building.

The revised deadline is June 24.
A recommendation was made during the 

Committee as a Whole meeting on April 
14. The plan is for a two-phased approach 
that includes an improved project applica-
tion for the current facility and completion 
of the work at a new site.

However, the county commissioners 
have delayed a decision on the proposal. 

One reason was that Commissioner John 
Glynn inquired into purchasing a facility 
in the Owatonna Industrial Park that came 
open after Chart Industries recently moved 
out. The 115,815 square-foot facility, built 
in 1997, has an estimated market value of 
$2.3 million. 

Glynn asked to make inquiries about the 
availability of the facility and to find out 
if commissioners would be able to look at 
the building.

Steele County Public Works Director 
and County Engineer Anita Benson said 
she would make contact with the property 
owner and see what the interest is. “There 
was strong desire in the past to avoid pur-
chasing a building that is set up specifically 
for industry,” she said. “Economic devel-
opment people felt it much easier to bring 
new industry in if there is a facility that is 
existing.”

Board Chairperson Nina Huntington 
said personally, she didn’t want to spend 
too much time on this building. “I agree 
from the economic development stand-
point, it is a better use of that property for 
private industry to come in there than to 
use it as a government building,” she said. 
“It is fine to do a quick tour through it, but 
I don’t know that is going to be the best fit 
for what we’re looking for.”

Commissioner James ‘Corky’ Ebeling 
said the process needs to be done quickly 
because the 60-day extension is probably 
going to be the final extension the county 
is going to get.

A staff recommendation supported by 
the county administrator, treasurer, engi-
neer and financial advisor would be a first 
phase improved project to be completed 
during the 2016 construction season. The 

New administrator sees herself as liaison

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

About 25 people showed up at 
last Monday night’s Blooming 
Prairie City Council meeting to 
soak in the pomp and circum-
stance as two new part-time po-
lice officers were sworn in.

As part of the pomp, fam-
ily members and friends pinned 
badges on Craig Helgeson and 
Jacob Miller, who then shook all 
the councilmembers’ hands. The 
circumstance: both will cover 
for other officers as needed, said 
Police Chief Greg Skillestad.

When the new officers left, 
so did most in the crowd, leav-
ing the five council members to 
focus less on faces and more on 
numbers. The key one they fo-
cused on was the winning — and 
only — bid from a contractor to 

take on the city’s Main Street 
project, which is set to begin 
May 4 east of Highway 218 and 
continue west of the highway af-
ter July 4.

The council unanimously ap-
proved the bid for $2,736,980 
from Rochester-based Elcor 
Construction. The city and Steele 
County will share that cost, with 
the city paying $1,068,254.

City Administrator Mike 
Jones said Blooming Prairie had 
paid $4,100 for disc golf and 
would get a $2,500 reimburse-
ment from the Steele County 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. 

In other business
Also Monday night, the City 

Council:
• Approved awarding a 

$337,436 contract for the Sixth 
Street Northwest project to 
Fitzgerald Construction. The 
company was the lowest bidder. 

• OK’d spending $62,000 on 
an upgraded city street sweeper. 
Council member Mary Kittleson 
and Jones observed that main-
tenance on the current sweeper 
is costly; Jones said, “They run 
it one day; they work on it two 
days.” The current sweeper cost 
$55,000.

• Approved a personnel policy 
change allowing city employees 
to use sick leave to care for par-
ents-in-law, grandparents and 
grandchildren. 

• Approved changing the date 
of an upcoming council meeting 
to June 15, the third Monday of 
the month, from June 8. 

• Approved the transfer of city 
property to a developer.

Jones closed the meeting with 
a report. Among the topics:

• The next City Council meet-
ing will be preceded by a pub-
lic hearing about the upcoming 
Main Street work at 6:30 p.m. 
May 4 in council chambers.

• The city is replacing the fur-
nace at the library. Workers are 
waiting for the weather to com-
ply, as it must be completed while 
neither the library’s furnace nor 
its air conditioning is needed.

• Deputy City Clerk Terri 
Zwiener is set to attend a con-
ference next month in Hartford, 
Connecticut, that will involve 
clerks from around the world. 

• Mayor Harold Peterson ex-
pressed displeasure at the ap-
pearance of trees near the Ca-
nadian Pacific railway outside 
of the city, saying the railroad 
“went berserk” with a machine 

that left them looking like a 
storm had blown them down. 
He wondered whether the rail-
road will finish removing the 
trees, and councilmember Tara 
Gimbel chimed in, saying she’d 
intentionally driven a different 
way home from Owatonna to 
avoid the trees’ ugliness. 

• Peterson reminded others 
that April 30 is Wheel of For-
tune Day at Blooming Prairie 
Cue Co., which will host a view-
ing party beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Councilwoman Mary Kittelson 
and her husband, Pete, will be 
on the show, which will begin at 
6:30 p.m. 

Staff photo by Brian Sandford
Blooming Prairie Police Chief Greg Skillestad, right, swears in 
new part-time officers Jacob Miller, left, and Craig Helgeson.

Two new part-time police officers sworn in

Steele residents to test dancing skills

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley
Friends Callan Paffrath and Michael Wurdeman, of Owatonna, are one of the eight couples competing in the Dancing With Our Steele County Stars 
on Saturday, April 25, at the Medford High School Auditorium. The two will perform a Lindy Hop to the song “Getting in the Mood” by the Brian Setzer 
Orchestra and have two flips in their routine.

DANCING
Continued on Page 5C
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Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer
Laura Elvebak just began her 
third week as Steele County’s 
administrator.

ELVEBAK
Continued on Page 2C



Then she moved on to the 
Minnesota Valley Council of 
Government working with hu-
man resources, land use, finance 
and general government.

Her work with local govern-
ment came with a chance to 

work with Waseca County do-
ing interim services. That led to 
her former position as Waseca 
County Administrator. Elvebak 
became Waseca County Admin-
istrator in June 2011.

“It was very good prepara-

tion,” she said for her position at 
Steele County. “They provided 
me with a lot of opportunities 
and were very supportive in see-
ing me grow professionally and 
personally. It was a good step to 
get to this point.”

Elvebak said what also helped 
was that Steele and Waseca 
counties have had so many col-
laborations between them. “I 
came in with a significant ad-
vantage in that I already knew 
many of the department heads. I 
had worked with all the commis-
sioners,” she said. “Just know-
ing, even if I didn’t have all the 
background in issues, I already 
had a good network to work 
with. I have been able to hit the 
ground running.”

The challenging part of the 
first two weeks has been trying 
to recognize the priorities and 
finding time for multiple priori-
ties, Elvebak said. “There are a 
lot of moving pieces. There are 
pieces that you just can’t sit and 
wait on,” she said. “I have been 
finding out what the board’s pri-
orities are and talking to depart-
ment heads to see what their pri-
orities are. Fortunately, there are 
a lot of similarities.”

She mentioned there are many 
exciting things happening in Steele 
County. “There is a lot of interest in 
being a professional organization, 
being responsive to the public, to 
the staff and that is exciting just to 
see that not only shows up in the 

strategic plan, but it is something 
they want to work on.”

Elvebak said her main 
strength is being adaptable. “I 
think I handle changing from 
one thing to another very well. 
Just being willing to completely 
change gears is something I’ve 
had a lot of experience with and 
I think I thrive in it,” she said, 
adding that she also does well in 
establishing relationships. “Our 
partnerships with the cities of 
Steele County are important, the 
partnerships and collaborations 
with neighboring counties, state 
and federal are very critical in 
being able to provides services 
for Steele County.”

As for the future of Steele 
County, Elvebak thinks it is go-
ing to be successful. “I would 
hope that it would be seen as 
a leader among local govern-
ments, fiscally responsible, in-
novative and open,” she said.

She believes she fits into the 
picture of Steele County’s future 
well. “A lot of those values I be-
lieve in very strongly that are the 
role of government to be adap-
tive and change with the needs 
of the public,” Elvebak said. “It 
is about the service.”

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

George Zwack has diabetes. 
And each week Zwack has a 
nurse come to his home to keep 
his health stable.

“A lot of people want to stay 
in their homes,” said Melissa 
Kofstad, a registered nurse with 
the Steele County Public Health 
Nursing Service. “This is just one 
of the ways to help people stay in 
their homes longer.”

Kofstad visits 15 different 
people throughout the week. In 
Zwack’s case, he was having 
problems with labs. “We were 
concerned he was taking medica-
tions incorrectly,” Kofstad stated. 
“That is one of the things we 
work on. We have been working 
together for two years.”

Each Thursday, Kofstad stops 
by George and Gilda Zwack’s 
home along St. Paul Avenue, 
Owatonna to help with his blood 
sugars. Because she has set up a 
medication plan, it is important to 
have a routine. “He remembers 
I’m coming if we’re consistent,” 
she said.

Zwack said Kofstad helps him 
keep everything in line. “If I 
didn’t have her I would be going 
to the doctors,” Zwack said. “This 
is more convenient for me.”

He added that what he likes 
about it is Kofstad sets up media-
tions and talks to her if he needs 
it. “She tells me what I should be 
doing,” Zwack said. “She sets me 
on a ritual with my medications 
and my blood sugars. I have to do 
them according to the doctor’s in-
structions. She makes sure that it 
is done every day.”

Zwack is retired from Firestone 
Tire and Rubber after working for 
28 years; 25 years in Owatonna. 
He also served in Korea for 16 
months.

Three to four years ago, Zwack 
had lab work completed and his 
physician was concerned about 
the results.

“I wasn’t listening to my doc-
tors when I first got diagnosed,” 
he said. “I wasn’t abiding by their 
techniques, their schedules. She 
came along.”

Zwack got into the system 
through the Veterans Administra-
tion. Others may get a doctor’s 
referral or through the hospital or 
a family member or even them-
selves.

Kofstad enjoys going into 
homes because of the people. 
“When you’re working at a hos-
pital you’re not sure what kind of 
environment you are sending the 
people back to,” she said. “I like 
going into the home because you 
get to see their environment and 
work with them in their environ-
ment. You can adapt your care to 
that. You get a better idea of the 
person when they are in their own 
environment.”

Both agree that the program 
is helping elderly stay in their 
homes and stay healthier longer. 
“It is a lot for some people,” Kof-
stad said. “They are homebound 
and do not get out very often.”

Zwack stated having a nurse 
come into the home takes pres-
sure off other people in the fam-
ily. “As an individual, I feel better 
that she is coming every Thurs-
day because she checks vitals, 
hearts and lungs. She makes sure 
that everything is done.”
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scope of work would include site work, fu-
eling facility and salt/sand/brine building. 

The cost estimate is yet to be deter-
mined. 

The second phase would be building 
construction beginning in Spring 2017. 
The scope of work would be either build-
ing option 2 or 4 or some variation. A fi-
nal decision on the building option would 
be no later than March 2016.

Again, no cost estimate is determined. The 
funding would be a combination of county 

bond funds, federal and/or state funding.
Another proposal on the table is to re-

pair the existing building on site. If that is 
done, the county would have to come in 
compliance with the city of Owatonna’s 
flood plain ordinance for any repairs to 
the main shop and long brick building 
parallel to the railroad track. The flood 
proofing estimates for work required to 
comply with the flood ordinance ranged 
from $2.5 million for flood walls to $3.5 
million to raise the site and buildings. 

Prior Board decisions and the Com-
munity Task Force did not support that 
option, according to an informational 
packet provided by Benson.

Regardless of the decision, Steele 
County must provide a facilities dispo-
sition plan to be on the building at the 
Hoffman Drive site. 

“FEMA and Homeland Security don’t 
want to see it just left,” Benson said. 
“They want the assurance that the county 
will act responsibly with the property, se-

cure the building and maintain that they 
are safe and not a public nuisance. I have 
asked for specific direction on what in-
formation they are looking for, but I have 
not received that yet.”

More discussions on the public works 
building is expected during the April 28 
Steele County Board of Commissioner 
meeting. The Committee as a Whole 
meets at 4 p.m. in the Steele County 
Board Room and the regular board meet-
ing is at 7 p.m. in the same location. 

COUNTY
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By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

It has been said before, but 
it bears repeating. To have an 
athlete make the Minnesota 
All-Star basketball game is an 
accomplishment. To have three 
from the same school is defi-
nitely a rare occasion. Bloom-
ing Prairie High School, how-
ever, can claim that honor.  

Seniors’ John Rumpza, Tay-
lor Hagen, and Madison Worke 
all were among 40 of the best 

senior players in the state for 
both boys and girls to play in 
the All-Star games for Class 
A Schools. Rumpza played on 
the gold team, which won one 
game and lost one game, first at 
St. Cloud University and then at 
Macalester College in St. Paul 
Friday and Saturday, March 27-
28. Hagen and Worke played in 
a doubleheader at Carleton Col-
lege in Northfield on April 11.

Rumpza’s Gold team lost its 
first game 115-113, although 
Rumpza scored 23 points in the 

game. The team won the last 
game, but Rumpza was unsure 
of the score. He finished his high 
school career as the school’s lead-
ing scorer by over 500 points, and 
also set a record for blocks.

“It was a great experience!” 
remarked Rumpza. “To play with 
athletes so passionate about the 
game and to see the various styles 
the others played was truly a 
blast. It was a great way to finish 
my high school career.” Besides 
the games a three-point shooting 
contest and a slam-dunk contest 

preceded each game.
Hagen played on the Stars 

team that lost its game, 99-82. 
She scored several points and 
had nine blocks in the game to 
earn Outstanding Player honors 
for the contest.  Worke’s Blue 
team won its game 106-85.

“It was a great experience,” 
commented Hagen. “I thought I 
played pretty good, and it was 
fun to mix with the other top 
players in the state.”

For the girls, Friday night be-
fore the All-Star game, they en-

joyed bowling and were guests 
at a dinner for all the athletes. 
MSHSL staff member Lisa Lis-
samore spoke to the group at the 
dinner.

Both Hagen and Worke set 
new records for their Blossom 
team. Hagen averaged over 16 
points per game, and she es-
tablished new records in total 
points (1,551) and 914 blocks.  
Worke also entered the 1,000 
career point club and averaged 
over 15 points, over three as-
sists, and four steals per game.

Blooming Prairie High sending 3 to hoops all-star game

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Final smoking designated 
areas will be determined at the 
May Steele County Fair Board 
meeting.

The meeting is slated for 
6:30 p.m., May 7, on the Steele 
County Fairgrounds.

Steele County Free Fair Sec-
retary/Manager Jim Gleason 

said the designated areas will 
coincide with the Four Seasons 
and county parks. Areas that are 
being considered designated for 
smoking are parking lots, out-
side of the beer garden and an 
area near the carnival. During 
the Steele County Free Fair, the 
campground would be another 
designated smoking area.

“It is not set in stone yet,” Glea-
son said. “From our standpoint, it 

has not been a big problem for us. 
We have never got a complaint 
on smoking and have never been 
a real problem during the fair.”

The recommendation will 
be made to the Steele County 
Board of Commissioners.

The Steele County Board 
of Commissioners adopted a 
policy during its regular meet-
ing on March 17 that tobacco 
use would not be allowed on the 

majority of Steele County prop-
erty. The exception is desig-
nated smoking areas in county 
parks and on the Steele County 
Free Fairgrounds.

A draft was presented to the 
board during the Committee 
of the Whole meeting early in 
the afternoon. The tobacco-free 
policy presented prohibits the 
sale and use of tobacco products 
and electronic delivery devices, 

such as e-cigarettes, at all times 
in or on all county property.

The policy states that tobacco 
use is a major cause of prevent-
able disease and death. Smok-
ing, tobacco use and exposure 
to second hand smoke has been 
found to cause heart disease, 
cancer, asthma, bronchitis and 
other respiratory problems, ac-
cording to the reason the policy 
should be adopted.

Final designated smoking areas decision set for May

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer
Melissa Kofstad, a registered 
nurse with the Steele County 
Public Health Nursing Service, 
takes the blood pressure of 
George Zwack in his home.

Nurse 
extends 
stays at 
home



By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Blooming Prairie’s Pete 
and Mary Kittelson 
will hit small screens 
all over the region 

when “Wheel of Fortune” airs 
at 6:30 p.m. April 30. At least 
one of those screens will be 
at Blooming Prairie Cue Co., 
which is hosting a viewing 
party beginning at 5:30 p.m.

The Kittelsons will be there, 
and Mary acknowledged it will 
be strange watching herself. 
She said she has only seen 
herself on video one other time, 
when she took a golf class and 
had to videotape her swing.

“We’re probably more curi-
ous than most people because 
we did it, but we never saw 
it,” the city councilwoman 
said. “We said early on our 
hope was that we wouldn’t go 
on there and make too big a 
fool of ourselves and end up 
on YouTube or something. As 
far as we know, it’s not that 
bad, but we’re not sure.”

The Kittelsons will mark 
40 years of marriage in July. 
That fit with the theme of the 
show in which they appeared, 
as it focused on long-married 
couples. They flew to Los 
Angeles on Jan. 14 and taped 
the following day, Mary said. 
After that, she got to tour the 
area for the first time during an 
unseasonably warm period.

Mary said she doesn’t 
think anyone from Bloom-
ing Prairie had ever been on 
the show. Many elements of 
the experience surprised her.

 “The show itself, every 
single thing of it was not like 
anything I had ever thought 

about,” said Mary, who has 
been watching “Wheel of 
Fortune” for decades.

The taping day began with 
instructions from 7 a.m. to 
noon. She said her makeup 
was checked, and participants 
were briefed on legal issues 
and playing fairly, tax responsi-
bilities if they won money, and 
how to spin the show’s signa-
ture wheel. That’s more easily 
said than done, Mary said.

“The wheel weighs more 
than 1,000 pounds,” she said.

The day was efficiently regi-
mented, Mary said, as a week’s 

worth of “Wheel of Fortune” 
episodes are taped in one day.

Mary got to interact with 
longtime show hosts Pat Sajak 
and Vanna White. “Vanna is 
over by the letter board, but 
Pat is near you and talks and 
encourages you,” she said, 
adding that he was very kind.

“It’s very interesting, the 
people who will come up to us 
and are like, ‘I never watched 
that show before, but now I 
watch it, and now I’m ad-
dicted to it,’” she said, adding, 
“People have really been great 
about being happy for us.”
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To have your business featured in the Chamber Spotlight, contact Steele County Times 
Managing Editor Alan Van Ormer at bpalan@frontier.com orw 507-583-4431.

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Cedar Travel offers experience with arrang-
ing travel plans, whether a family reunion, 
weekend getaway, wellness week, girlfriend 
gathering, honeymoon/anniversary trip, cruise 
or whatever your heart desires.

With a combined experience of nearly 150 
years, the Cedar Travel staff can be trusted to 
deliver efficient and accurate information while 
planning your memorable vacation.

Cedar Travel has been in downtown Owaton-
na for more than 26 years. It was established in 
1989 by four local travel agents: Laurie John-
son, Sandy Fjalstad, Jan Utoft and Sally Hursh. 
The office is at 111 N. Cedar Ave. 

Since 2008, Laurie has been the sole owner 
of Cedar Travel and continues to be an avid 
traveler when her busy schedule allows.  

Laurie likes to revisit the popular, ever-
changing Mexican destinations, to inspect ho-
tels/resorts, old and new, check out their ac-
commodations, beach facilities and restaurants.  
Over the years, Laurie has had the opportunity 
to tour several countries, including many with-
in Europe; Iceland, Egypt, Tahiti, Australia and 
more.  She has also sailed with many cruise 
lines, visiting the Caribbean Islands and ports 
of call, Hawaiian Islands, plus she has sailed 
in the Mediterranean, the Greek Isles and has 
enjoyed two different European River Cruises. 

Other long time, valued agents ‘on duty’ at 
Cedar Travel include Colleen Hollister, col-
leen@cedartravel.net; Dave Clausen, dave@
cedartravel.net; as well as Mary Mueske, 
mary@cedartravel.net. Gail Skroch of Ellen-
dale is Cedar Travel’s cruise specialist; you can 

reach her at skrochs@hickorytech.net.  Ronda 
Christenson has cut her hours in the office, 
and Sharon Schleich, who retired in 2007, still 
helps out when needed.

Recent travel experiences for the staff.... 
Colleen-Costa Rica; Dave-Dominican Repub-
lic; Mary-Riviera Maya; Ronda-Italy; Gail-10 
day Caribbean Cruise.

Cedar Travel prides itself in providing the 
following in customer service as explained on 
its website: www.cedartravel.net.

Laurie and her professional staff invite you 
to call, send an email or stop in to discuss your 
travel plans. 

When you dial Cedar Travel at 507-455-
1170, you will speak to a live person who is 
interested in serving your needs.

Their hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays.

Chamber Spotlight

Sauerkraut Cheese Ball
RECIPE CORNER

• 1 can sauerkraut, drained • 1 T. sugar
• 1 sm. jar diced pimentos • 1/2 c. cracker crumbs
• 10 oz shredded cheese • 1/4 c. Miracle Whip
• 1 tsp. diced onion

Combine all ingredients and form into a ball. Chill for several hours 
and then frost with cream cheese. Serve with assorted crackers.

Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

By Joyce Johns

Cedar Travel offers experience

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Cedar Travel, Owatonna, offers experience-
plus in travel. From left to right are, front row: 
Dave Clausen and Laurie Johnson, second 
row: Gail Skroch, Ronda Christenson, 
Colleen Hollister and Mary Mueske.

Staff photo by Brian Sandford
Austin lawyer Dan Donnelly, a graduate of Blooming Prairie High School, addresses about 20 
attendees at last Wednesday’s Blooming Prairie Chamber of Commerce meeting at George’s of 
Geneva.

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Twenty listeners crowded George’s of Geneva 
last Wednesday to hear Austin lawyer Dan Don-
nelly discuss changes in immigration patterns. 

Donnelly told members of the Blooming Prai-
rie Chamber of Commerce during the group’s 
monthly meeting that he graduated from Bloom-
ing Prairie High School in 1994, then attended 
St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in Winona. 
He became interested in immigration issues be-
cause his uncle had an immigration practice, and 
the two worked together both before and after 
Donnelly became a lawyer himself.

Also according to Donnelly:
Most of his clients are from Mexico, but that 

has been changing. In 2007-08, the government 
changed its immigration-verification to E-Verify, 
resulting in fewer undocumented workers re-
maining in the United States. Many who moved 
here from Mexico have either moved on or at-
tained legal residence.

Rochester has seen an influx of immigrants 
from Asia, Sudan and Liberia, some of whom 
come to work at plants such as Hormel’s. Dairy 
farmers, meanwhile, are among the biggest em-
ployers of Mexican immigrants.

Donnelly opened the floor to questions at the 
end of his talk. He was asked about the cost of 
immigration.

For those entering the U.S. illegally, the first 
cost is about $5,000 that’s paid to a coyote who 
aids in transport, he said. There are three ways to 
get a green card allowing indefinite legal stays: 
through a family member; through an employer 
sponsor who first must advertise a job in a news-
paper to prove no current citizens are interested 
in it; and via marriage. 

If a person marries into a green card, the mar-
riage must last at least two years, Donnelly said. 

 “Believe it or not, most people who enter into 
fake marriages, they cannot do that two-year pe-
riod,” he said, drawing laughter.

An audience member remarked that most peo-
ple don’t want law-abiding immigrants to have 
to leave and asked what the answer is to illegal 
immigration.

 “If I knew the answer, I wouldn’t be here,” 
Donnelly said. He added that in his opinion, “The 
reality is that we need the unskilled labor force in 
the United States. There’s a demand for it. They 
need to find a way to streamline unskilled labor 
into this country.”

The chamber’s next meeting is May 20 at the 
City Center.

Lawyer addresses immigration 
at chamber meeting in Geneva

Viewing party set for BP pair’s 
‘Wheel of Fortune’ appearance

Minimizer 
owner Craig 
Kruckeberg, 
from left, 
stands with 
Blooming 
Prairie Police 
Chief Greg 
Skillestad and 
Sgt. Mark Lang 
during a brief 
ceremony 
Wednesday, 
April 15.

Staff photo by 
Brian Sandford

By BRIAN SANDFORD
News Editor

Members of the Blooming 
Prairie Police Department won’t 
just be patrolling the streets in 
SUVs this summer.

Last Wednesday, Minimizer 
owner Craig Kruckeberg pre-
sented Police Chief Greg Skill-
estad and Sgt. Mark Lang with 
one of two police bicycles the 

department is receiving, the re-
sult of a $5,000 donation from 
Kruckeberg. The bike was hand-
ed over during a brief ceremony 
in front of Minimizer’s office.

Officers will patrol the city’s 
streets day and night.

“We want to be approachable,” 
Skillestad said about being able 
to connect more personally with 
residents while on a bicycle.

Both Skillestad and Lang have 

experience with bike patrols; 
Lang was involved with them in 
Austin, while Skillestad did the 
same while in the Army at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. 

Skillestad said the ability to 
be visible when needed — as 
well as invisible when needed 
— is among the bikes’ benefits.

“We can be visible or can sur-
prise those who are not doing 
the right thing,” he said.

Police department gets bike patrol



NRHEG Breakfast Menu 
April 21: Banana Bread
April 22: Pancakes, Sausage
April 23: Bagels, Yogurt
April 24: Long Johns
April 27: Oatmeal Round
April 28: Cheese Omelet
April 29: Doughnut, Yogurt

NRHEG Lunch Menu 
April 21: Sloppy Joes on a Bun, Baked Beans, Chips, Baby Car-

rots, Mandarin Oranges
April 22: Chicken Fajita or Taco w/Toppings, Golden Corn, Cel-

ery Sticks, Applesauce
April 23: BBQ or Plain Pork on Bun, 
French Fries, Baby Carrots, 
Fresh Fruit, Diced Peaches
April 24: Shrimp Poppers, Macaroni & Cheese, Peas, Broccoli, 

Diced Pears
April 27: BBQ Rib Patty on Bun, Baked Beans, Chips, Green 

Beans, Mandarin Oranges
April 28: Nachos Supreme w/Toppings, Golden Corn, Seasoned 

Rice, Applesauce
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Wyatt Groskreutz is 
in Mrs. Bunn’s fourth-
grade class. He is the 
son of Adam and Jodi 
Groskreutz. Wyatt is 
in wrestling, baseball 
and football. He also 
enjoys snowmobil-
ing, television and 
video games as well 
as board games and 
card games. 
Wyatt shows great 
determination and 
perseverance each 
week; he will continue 
working on a task 
until he is successful. 
Wyatt is the type of 
student who can draw 
his peers in and get 

them motivated about 
the task at hand. 
He is a great leader 
who pushes himself 
and others around 
him to strive to do 
their best. We are 
very lucky to have 
such a great role 
model at NRHEG.

Student of the Week

Student of the Week is sponsored by:

Menus

Staff photos by James Knoop
Above, Charlie Bucket 
(second from left), played 
by Nicole Wallin and chorus 
members, visits the Candy 
Man (left), played by Abby 
Christopherson, in NRHEG’s 
high school production of 
“Willy Wonka” on Saturday, 
April 17.
Right, Willy Wonka (third from 
left) and other members of the 
chorus perform the opening 
song.
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Medford School
Breakfast Menu 

April 21: WG French Toast 
Sticks w/Syrup, Tri Tator OR 
Choice of WG Cereal, WW 
Toast, Jelly / Margarine, Vegeta-
ble Selection, Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 22: Breakfast Fruit 
Crisp OR Choice of WG Ce-
real, WW Toast, Jelly / Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection, Fruit / 
Juice, Milk

April 23: Yogurt w/ Fruit and 

Homemade Granola OR Choice 
of WG Cereal, WW Toast, Jelly 
/ Margarine, Vegetable Selec-
tion, Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 24: Breakfast Burrito 
OR Choice of WG Cereal, WW 
Toast, Jelly / Margarine, Vegeta-
ble Selection, Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 27: Bacon Breakfast 
Pizza OR Choice of WG Ce-
real, WW Toast, Jelly / Marga-
rine, Vegetable Selection, Fruit / 
Juice, Milk

April 28: Blueberry Loaf W/
Hard Boiled Egg OR Choice of 
WG Cereal, WW Toast, Jelly / 
Margarine, Vegetable Selection, 
Fruit / Juice, Milk

April 29: WG Cinnamon Roll 
OR Choice of WG Cereal, WW 
Toast, Jelly / Margarine, Vegeta-
ble Selection, Fruit / Juice, Milk

Medford School
Lunch Menu 

April 21: Breakfast Bake, 

Cinnamon Roll, Yogurt Pak, 
Taco Salad, Glazed Carrots, 
Broccoli Florets, Celery Sticks, 
Choice of Fruit

April 22: Chicken Nuggets, 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, 
Bread, Deli Sub, Chicken Cae-
sar Salad, Mashed Potatoes, 
Baby Carrots, Cauliflower, 
Choice of Fruit

April 23: Medford Oles, 
Sour Cream, Salsa, Honey Mus-
tard Ham Wrap, Cravin Craisin 

Salad, Broccoli, Celery Sticks, 
Cherry Tomatoes, Choice of 
Fruit

April 24: Homemade Cheese-
bread, Marinara, Pasta Salad, 
Turkey Sub, Harvest Chicken 
Salad, Baked Beans, Baby Car-
rots, Cauliflower, Choice of 
Fruit

April 27: Cheeseburger on 
WG Bun, Combo Sliders, Chef 
Salad, French Fries, Cherry To-
matoes, Cauliflower, Choice of 

Fruit
April 28: NEW Chicken Taco 

“Boat” Toppings and Salsa, Tur-
key Flatbread, 7 Layer Salad, 
Spicy Pinto Beans, Shredded 
Romaine Lettuce, Tomatoes, 
Choice of Fruit

April 29: Chicken Legs & 
Gravy, Dinner Rolls, Turkey 
Ranch Wrap, Crispy Chicken 
Salad, Mashed Potatoes, Cel-
ery Sticks, Green Pepper Strips, 
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to ignite during a wildfire.
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Generations 
unite
Above, Medford 
Elementary School 
students Caleb Miller, 
Amellia Delaney and 
Bailey Rathai got to 
spend the afternoon 
with their grandparents 
watching a presentation 
by Executive Director 
Jamie Pastika of the 
Reptile & Amphibian 
Discovery (RAD) 
Zoo in Owatonna for 
Grandparents’ Day. 

least two times during the week. 
“It has been going really good actually. At first 

when we first started doing it, we kind of looked at 
ourselves and were like what did we get ourselves 
into… but it has been really good,” Paffrath said. 
“We are so happy that we decided to get outside of 
our comfort zones and be able to say we did some-
thing like this because it is fun and it is a good op-
portunity to fundraise for the Healthy Seniors.” 

The two are doing a Lindy Hop dance to “Get-
ting in the Mood” by the Brian Setzer Orchestra and 
have two flips in their routine. The most challeng-
ing part for them was learning the choreography 
and polishing it up so that the dance looks easy.

“We got one of the most energetic dances possible. You 
don’t get a chance to breath during the dance. It is a lot of 
hopping around and moving your arms and legs,” she said. 

Paffrath says she has really enjoyed getting to know 
new people and getting back into dance, as she hasn’t 
danced in a few years. She is excited to be able to per-
form again, see the other couples’ routines and see how 
much money they were all able to raise together. With 
all that excitement though, she still has some nerves. 

“I just don’t want to screw up on stage. I have a nasty 
habit of if I miss a move or a beat I will just stop and 
freeze, so I am nervous of freezing up on stage and not 
finishing the program on stage like I should,” she said. 

Amy and Rod Baker, of Owatonna, have known 
Ringhofer for a while and known other couples 
who have participated in the event and always 
joked they should participate. Last year the two at-
tended the event and decided they wanted to do it. 

“Everyone just looked like they were really hav-
ing a good time and of course we want to sup-
port Healthy Seniors, but dancing wasn’t exactly 
the aspect we were looking at,” Amy said. “We 
just thought it would be fun to give it a try.” 

Neither Amy nor Rod has any prior dancing experience.  
“I kind of thought that I would be more of the 

leader with it, but it really has been Rod that has been 
able to carry us through at this point,” Amy said. 

Besides their once a week lesson with the Daw-
leys, the two try to practice two to four times 
a week for 20 to 30 minute intervals. 

Amy says she has really enjoyed being able 
to support Healthy Seniors, having their les-
sons with another couple, Paul and Glenda Smith, 
and when the whole group gets together. 

“The most enjoyable is when we get together with 
the whole group, but that doesn’t happen very of-
ten,” she said. “It is nice to be supporting and helping 
the Healthy Seniors and everything that they do.”

The Bakers are doing a Foxtrot to the 
song “I Can’t Dance” by Boppin’ B.

“It is very flowing. In comparison with the 
other dances I noticed that in our dance the 
moves are more together,” Amy said. 

The main challenges for the Bakers have been find-
ing the time to practice and fundraising for the event. 

Amy is excited for when it is all over and nervous 
about the final performance in front of a crowd. 

“We are just excited that it continues to be a success-
ful event and being a part of that. I am excited to have 
all of us together on Saturday night and then the wrap 
up,” she said. “It is adding another new piece. We kind 
of learn each phase of the dance, then we add music, 
then we perform it in front of the other couples that are 
dancing and how this is going to be for the audience.” 

The other participants include: Jeanne and Dean 
Rhoades, Glenda and Paul Smith, Jessica and Clint 
Williams, Amber and James Konz, Beth and Brent 
Svenby and Angela and Cory Michaelson. 

Last year’s event raised around $20,000. The funds 
raised go toward the organization’s programming in-
cluding conducting background checks on volunteers, 
recruiting volunteers and matching them with seniors, 
completing various assessments, networking with other 
senior agencies, education courses and social activities. 

DANCING
Continued from Page 1C



By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer

Editor’s note: Washington 
Elementary School has cre-
ated four leadership teams to 
replace the traditional student 
council so more students get 
the chance to be leaders. This 
is the fourth and final story in 
a series of stories featuring 
each of the leadership teams.

Students at Washington 
Elementary School do not 
only learn how to be green, 
to care about others and to 
have fun, but also learn how to 
give back to those who have 
helped them along the way. 

The Service Club, one of the 
four leadership teams, is made up 
of around 20 to 25 students who 
range from grades two to five. 

Advisor Chelsea Trebelhorn 
was drawn to lead the group 
because of a service class she 
took in high school that fueled 
her interest in giving back. 

“What I really wanted to con-
vey to the kids is to have them 
understand that we are not in 
this little bubble and we need to 
help out the community and the 
people that help us that we some-
times don’t really think about,” 
she said. “It is to try to get them 
to understand that and want to 
keep doing it even if they are not 
in the club again next year.” 

Trebelhorn divided the 
students into three groups of 
around five to eight students 
each. Each group met two to 
three times and was responsible 
for a particular service project. 

The first group, which met 
from October to December, made 
50 winter gift bags for Washing-
ton’s neighbors and delivered 
them door-to-door. Each of the 
gift bags had “Snowman Soup” 
which was hot chocolate, Andes 
mints and marshmallows along 
with a handmade ornament. 

The second group, which 
met from January to February, 
made around 50 gift bags for the 
Owatonna Fire Department to 
show their appreciation. Each of 
the bags had various candies in 
it along with a saying such as “a 
piece of gum to hold your team 
together” and a thank you note. 

The third group, which met 
from March to April, decided 
to stay close to home instead 
of going out into the com-
munity. The group made and 
painted three birdhouses to be 
placed around the school. 

Trebelhorn enjoys being 
the advisor because it gives 

her a chance to know stu-
dents from all the grades. 

“It is fun to be able to help 
the kids experience service for 
probably the first time unless 
they have done some things 
with their families,” she said. “It 
is good to broaden their hori-
zons a little bit and have them 
understand that there are a lot 
of people that help us every day 
that we don’t think about and 
we need to say thank you and 
give back to Owatonna who has 
been there so much for us.” 

The main challenge of the 
club was being able to get the 
projects done in the limited 
amount of time it had to meet. 

Third-grader Jaedynn 
Tjon decided to join the club 
because she wanted to do 
something after school. 

“I like that we get to help the 
school and make birdhouses and 
do other activities,” she said. 

Tjon says it is important to 
have a Service Club in their 
school because, “We can look 
out for people and be nice 
to the things around us.” 

Her favorite part about the 
club is that she gets to spend 
time with her friends and Ms. 
Trebelhorn. She recommends 
the club to her friends because 
she thinks they would enjoy it. 

Fourth-grader Elizabeth 
Roesner decided to join the club 
because “I like doing crafts and 
helping out the community.” 

Roesner really enjoyed 
making the birdhouses and her 
favorite part of the club was 
hanging out with her friends. 

“It is a fun after school thing 
that you can do and you get to 
make cool crafts,” she said. 

Fourth-grader Aspen As-

cheman decided to join the club 
because, “I really like helping 
people and I though we could do 
something to help someone.” 

Ascheman says it is impor-
tant to have a Service Club 
because the students can make 
people’s days. She recommends 

the club because it is fun. 
Fifth-grader Dylan Gaul 

decided to join the club be-
cause he likes helping people 
and doing chores for them. 

“I like making stuff, creat-

ing stuff, painting and helping 
our community,” he said. 

Gaul says it is impor-
tant to have a Service Club 
because it not only helps 
people but also animals.
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By SHANNON KINLEY

County Staff Writer

For the Kaplan, Grannes and Wil-
liams families, the From the Heart Run/
Walk is not just a race, it is an event that 
brings friends, family, co-workers and 
other community members together to 
support each other during hard times. 

Since the race’s inception in 2009 it 
has raised over $250,000, all of which 
has been given directly to local families 
to help with the piling up medical bills. 

Beth Svenby, founder of the 
race, came up with the idea after 
she heard about a lady from her 
church who was battling cancer. 

“I didn’t know her, but I had lost a 
few nights sleep over the fact that she 
had young children and was fighting 
cancer of her own,” Svenby said. “I 
actually dreamed about the race to be 
honest. I know it sounds weird, but I 
woke up with the race, the name of it 
and I could visualize the whole thing.” 

The annual event is held in honor of 
families who are experiencing the phys-
ical, emotional and personal journey of 
cancer. All the money that is raised is 
divided up among the honored families. 

“We know as a committee that 
we can’t take away the physical or 
emotional side of that but we are 
able to help take away the finan-
cial burden so they can spend more 
time with their family and take care 
of the other things that are high 
priority items,” Svenby said. 

 Last year’s event had 1,200 partici-
pants and raised $45,000, or $15,000 
for each of the three families. 

“I am an Owatonna native so for 
me to have the opportunity to be able 
to give back to not only my com-
munity now, but the community 
that raised me to become who I am 
today is a pretty powerful thing,” 

Svenby said. “I work with a fantas-
tic committee and we receive emails 
throughout the year on families that 
really need our support so we know 
that the need is still there. Myself and 
everyone on the committee we just 
have a real strong sense of giving 
back and some of us grew up here.” 

Year after year Svenby says the 
event teaches her more about herself 
and life in general. She has learned 
the importance of family and compas-
sion and developed a deeper sense 
of gratitude for the community.

“Family is a cornerstone to ev-
erything we have. When you meet 
and work with these families you 
are just thankful for what you have 
and you are reminded of how pre-
cious and valued it is,” she said. 

One of the families being honored 

this year is Paul and Judy Grannes. 
In November Paul went to a regu-
lar health screening at the age of 50 
and found out that his PSA was high 
and that his prostate was enlarged.

After a biopsy on Dec. 18 at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester the fam-
ily was given the news that Paul has 
a very aggressive form of prostate 
cancer. After various tests they found 
out that the cancer had metastasized to 
his bones and that it was stage four. 

“It was a really tough holi-
day. It was shocking; it really 
threw us back,” Judy said. 

The Grannes want to create an aware-
ness of this cancer. Judy says typically 
this type of cancer is seen in men who 
are older, obese, have a family history 
or are Asian, however they are seeing it 
now in men as young as their mid 30s. 

“We want to try to create prostate 
cancer awareness. We don’t think 
that people know about it enough and 
are aware of it and checking it. They 
should know their PSA and begin 
physicals prior to age 50,” Judy said. 

Paul added, “I am young for it and I 
consider myself pretty healthy. Right 
now the guideline for men is to get 
annual check ups starting at 50 years 
old and mine probably started back 
when I was 46 so that is too late.” 

Paul began chemotherapy in January 
and his treatment plan includes several 
sessions of chemotherapy intermittent 
with hormone therapy and followed 
by radiation. He will continue to have 
to get PET scans every three to six 
months to make sure no spots were 
missed and the cancer has not returned. 

In the beginning of April, the 

two were given the good news 
that the treatment is going well. 

“There are some spots that are healed 
over and some spots that were 8 mm 
and are now 5 mm. All of my spots are 
reducing and the treatment is working 
really well,” Paul said. Judy added, “It 
gives us hope and we were so moved 
by it. We walked out of there with 
just tears of happiness and relief.” 

The two were shocked that they 
were chosen as one of the fami-
lies to be honored for the event. 

“When they told us we were chosen 
we were overwhelmed by that and 
emotional about it. We didn’t expect 
it and didn’t know how we got cho-
sen,” Judy said. “It is amazing. It has 
pulled in so many of our families, 
co-workers and friends together and 
there are no words to describe that.” 

Other families to be honored this 
year include Tracy Williams who 
was diagnosed with stage 2B, Grade 
3 breast cancer last August and Pete 
Kalan who was diagnosed with 
stage four brain cancer last July. 

The race will be Saturday, May 2, 
starting at Lake Kohlmier and take run-
ners and walkers through the trails and 
streets of Owatonna. The race features 
a half marathon, a kid’s fun run and a 
5K run/walk. Participants are asked to 
register by April 25 through mail or 
online at www.fromtheheartrun.com. 

If people do not want to take part 
in the run or walk, but still want to 
show there support there will also 
be a spaghetti supper and silent 
auction featuring over 100 baskets 
from 4:30 to 8 p.m. at the Owatonna 
Junior High on Friday, May 1. 

Trinity Nursery School will also 
be hosting a kid’s fun night packed 
with various games and activities 
in the in the Owatonna Junior High 
gymnasiums from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

From the Heart set to support three local families

Washington Elementary students show their appreciation for others

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley
Dylan Gaul and Aspen Ascheman take part in Washington Elementary School’s Service Club.
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someone to steal your 
car! (Lock your car, take your 
keys, park in a well-lit area.)

AVCAM.org

•Free Estimates • Financing Available
Toll Free 1-800-795-1204

www.american-waterworks.com
(Cannot be combined with any other offers)

Driveway/Sidewalk Settling?
Basement Wall Cracks? Basement Floor Cracks?

Wet Basement?

10% OFF
YOUR PROJECT

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/19/2015
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Paul and Judy Grannes are shown with Judy’s son, Josh.



By SHANNON KINLEY 
County Staff Writer 

Keith and Jane Bangs, of 
Owatonna, have always had 
a love of people and travel-
ing. After the two retired they 
decided to share their love with 
others by hosting bus tours 
through Owatonna Community 
Education by giving travelers 
the “best ‘bang’ for their buck” 
(punning after their last name). 

The Bangs got their first ex-
perience in hosting tours back in 
the late 70s during the summers 
for the Travel Headquarters. 
Keith hosted Amtrak tours for 
10 years and Jane hosted Amtrak 
tours and organized other hosts 
and hostesses for five years. 

Keith retired from being 
a math teacher at Owatonna 
High School in 1999 and Jane 
retired from being a business 
teacher at OHS in 2003. The 
two came up with the idea 
to host tours through com-
munity education after tak-
ing a trip with some friends 
to Mackinac Island and Door 
County, Wisconsin, in 2008. 

“I told Keith this would 
be a great place to put a tour 
together and bring people 
from Owatonna,” Jane said. 

After the two returned from 
the trip they ran the idea by 
Debbie Karaus, Owatonna 
Community Education Co-
ordinator, and got the green 
light if they were willing to do 
all the planning for the trip. 

“We love people. We love 
to travel, explore and just see 
different areas. This fosters our 
love for people and now we 
can travel and we don’t have 
to grade papers,” Jane said. 

Keith added, “We like to 
share our love of travel and 
we know that there are a lot 
of people who want to do it 
but they are hesitant to have 
to sit down and plan it.”

The two took their first tour 
group to Door County and 
Mackinac Island in 2010. Typi-
cally they go on one tour a year, 
however some years they have 
done two. The Bangs have taken 
tours to Door County and Mack-
inac Island twice, gone to Bran-
son, Missouri four times, New 
England and most recently the 
Canadian Rockies last summer. 

At the end of each trip each 
of the travelers is given a survey 
where each is able to leave 
suggestions for future destina-
tions. All of the tours, with the 
exception of the first have come 
about from that feedback. 

Typically the tour groups are 
around 50 people and they have 
had travelers join them from oth-
er areas in Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, Colorado, Iowa and Arizona. 

“Some people are happy 
sitting in front of a tube watch-
ing TV and I like to do (that). 
I love to be around people. 
Some people like to go to 
casinos, we like to plan trips 
and execute them,” Jane said. 

The Bangs start planning 
the trip a year in advance and 
set up all of the meals, activi-

ties, lodging and organize the 
itineraries all while keeping their 
travelers best interests in mind. 

“We do the behind the scenes 
and we love doing it. Keith is the 
navigator. He will figure out the 
route, expedite time and figure 
out the activities. He is the driv-
er’s right hand man,” Jane said. 

Keith added, “She is the 
organizer. Most of the time when 
we do these longer trips there is 
a lot of time where we are both 
in the car and she gets on the 
phone and calls people up.” 

“We try to go the extra mile. 
If we go on our vacation we 
do our thing, but when we are 
hosting a trip this is their trip. 
We just try to make everything 
go as smoothly as possible,” 
Jane said. “We try to get great 
deals for our travelers. We have 
a lot of travelers that go on five 
or six tours with us because they 
know they are going to get a 
good trip for the best value.” 

Besides keeping their 

wallets in mind, the Bangs 
keep their time in mind. 

“The only time we give them 
on the itinerary is day one they 
know when we leave and the last 
day they know the approximate 
arrival time. They are on vaca-
tion; they don’t need to worry 
about that,” Jane said. Keith 
added, “They really don’t need 
to know. Everything is basi-
cally taken care of and there are 
always things that come up.” 

The Bangses also try to 
keep the travelers on their 
toes by throwing in surprises 
and jokes along the way. 

Jane recalled a time on a tour 
when the group thought they 
were going to dinner but instead 
made a surprise visit to Mount 
Rushmore. There was another 
time when the Bangs brought a 
group to a restaurant in Branson, 
Missouri, that had a few tables 
that rise slowly while you eat. 
The Bangs of course knew this, 
but the travelers did not and 

couldn’t believe what happened. 
“You order your food and 

then after the food is brought 
all of a sudden the table ever 
so slightly rises until all of a 
sudden the two guys were going 
‘What the heck?’” Jane said. 

Out of all the places the 
Bangs have gone they can’t 
pick a favorite tour as each 
one had something differ-
ent in store. Besides the tours 
the Bangs also travel to North 
Carolina in the fall to visit 
their son and to Arizona during 
January and February where 
they have a time-share. 

Their next tour is a 15-day 
trip to the East Coast and the 
Southern Plantation this fall. 
The trip features stops at the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, 
Mount Vernon, Ocracoke Island, 

Colonial Williamsburg, the 
Outer Banks and Washington, 
D.C, among many others. 

There are currently 51 
travelers signed up along 
with a waiting list. 

Travelers’ comments 
Keith and Barb Klein, of 

Owatonna, have been on vari-
ous tours with the Bangs includ-
ing Door County and Mackinac 
Island, New England, Branson, 
Missouri several times and most 
recently the Canadian Rockies. 

“It is so much fun. You 
develop such a good camarade-
rie with your fellow travelers 
because Keith and Jane are so 
good at developing that sense of 
family. They make sure that we 

get the opportunity to mix with 
others to develop some new 
friendships,” Keith said. “When 
you are traveling with them 
you feel that the trip is almost 
designed for you. I think they 
have that ability to make every 
person on that trip feel that they 
are a special person and getting 
extra attention, but actually 
they give that to everyone.” 

Keith says the thing that 
sets the Bangses apart from 
other hosts and hostesses 
or tour groups is their or-
ganization and planning as 
well as their personalities. 

“It is always fun and well 
organized, they take care of 
everything. You don’t have 
to worry about anything. 
Once in a while there are 
seldom glitches, but usually 
it is out of their control and 
they try to make the most of 
the situation,” Keith said.

Steve and Diane LaVal-
lie, of Owatonna, have also 
been on various tours with the 
Bangs including Door County, 
Wisconsin, and Mackinac 
Island, New England, Branson, 
Missouri, and most recently 
the Canadian Rockies. 

“They do an excellent job of 
planning things out and making 
sure that everything runs on 
time. You couldn’t ask for a 
better tour guide,” Steve said. 
“Everything is so well orga-
nized. They are so personal, 
keep you up-to-date on any 
changes and they are great tour 
guides. If something comes up 
they address it right away.”

Steve says he would highly 
recommend the bangs as tour 
guides as “they are nothing but 
excellent.” He also felt that 
what sets them apart is their 
planning and personalities. 

“They are personal, organized 
and make sure that every-
thing is right for everybody. 
You couldn’t ask for a better 
personality; they are friendly, 
kind, courteous,” he said.
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Owatonna couple share their love of traveling with others

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley
Keith and Jane Bangs of Owatonna have been leading bus tours through Owatonna Community Education since 2010. The two 
typically go on one trip a year.

 

Personal • Farm  
Business • Tires • Road 

Service • Exhaust
211 W. Main • 451-3084 • 

1-800-446-3084 Open Mon.-Fr. 
7-5; Sat & Sun. Closed
www.harlandstire.com

 $10.00 OFF
COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT PACKAGE

Includes:              Expires 5/30/15 
• Adjusts tire pressure to mfr’s specs
• Align front wheel making all adjustments              
required to maximize vehicle handling and ride.  
• Measure rear alignment angles to ensure 
conformity to front wheels.
• Inspect steering  and suspension components 

211 W. Main • Owatonna 451-3084  
www.harlandstire.com

$20.00 OFF
Expires 5/30/15 

 

211 W. Main • Owatonna  
451-3084  

www.harlandstire.com

any service over $100.00 
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Orthodontic Specialist   Building Healthy Smiles
New Patients Welcome • Free Consultations
Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

507-583-6613
Cell: 507-456-5646

“Where the Individual and 

Dentistry for the entire family
Jeffrey A. Schwert DDS

507-583-6613
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
	 Be on Time!”

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool

3824 S.W. 93 rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
507-451-4724

A healthy products company

495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

507-583-2046
218 Hwy N. ≈ Blooming Prairie

14 Times Presidents Award Winner

KREJCI
Your Service Minded Dealer

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

220 3rd St. NW u Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-4434 u fax 507-583-2401

“Quality Care with a Small Town Touch”

High-Speed Internet • Telephone
TV • Data Security

Visit our Frontier Retail Center  
for great service and offers

420 First Street SE
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507.583.2551  •  www.Frontier.com
237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation
• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

507-583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

http://www.pointsoflight.org/

National Volunteer Month, a 
program established by Points of 
Light in 1974, is about inspiring, 
recognizing and encouraging people 
to seek out imaginative ways to 
engage in their communities. It’s 
about demonstrating to the nation 
that by working together, we have the 
fortitude to meet our challenges and 
accomplish our goals.  

National Volunteer Month is about 
taking action and encouraging 
individuals and their respective 
communities to be at the center 
of social change – discovering and 
actively demonstrating their collective 
power to make a difference.

http://www.pointsoflight.org/



By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Now that spring planting is here, many 
farmers and producers will be moving 
big equipment from fields to fields and 
down roads across southern Minnesota. 
With spring planting underway, it is also 
important to keep safety as a priority.

“One thing, and it is not just farm-
ers, is for everyone to be aware on the 
roads,” said Minnesota Farm Bureau 
President Kevin Paap. “Kind of the 
important part is to recognize everyone 
was going all winter without road traf-
fic. Now is the time when machinery is 
out there and moving. Slow down real-
izing that tractors and farm equipment 

moves a lot slower than regular motor-
ists.”

Paap said it is also important to know 
your surroundings and understand that 
going down a highway this equipment 
is not just slower, but bigger. “Keep an 
eye out for turn signals,” he said. “Leave 
plenty of space between you and the 
farm equipment. It all boils down to be-
ing patient.”

From a safety perspective, traveling 
on a road would be the first thing to think 
about. It is also important to remember 
that anything can happen. Newer equip-
ment features a wide variety of warning 
systems such as flashing lights, extrem-
ity markings and slow-moving vehicle 
signs. 

“Spring is not as long a season and 
doesn’t have to be as rushed as the fall 
season,” Paap said. “This time of year 
we’re not going to plant after dark. It is 
Basic Safety 101 – eat the right things, 
get plenty of rest and take breaks when 
you need to.”

When it comes to planting or applying 
products like herbicides or pesticides, 
Paap said it is important to read and un-
derstand products that you are using. It 
is also important to use gloves and safety 
glasses, Paap said.

Field preparation is much different 
than 20 years ago, Paap said. “Technol-
ogy has changed a lot of things,” he said. 
“Some technology has taken the fatigue 
out of farming.”
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PLUS

YOUR AGRI 
CONNECTION FARM

Well Drained Fields Produce Higher Yields...

Now located between Claremont and 
Dodge Center right off of Hwy. 14

Now located between Claremont and 
NEW LOCATION

P.O. Box 205 • Claremont 

 www.hodgmandrainage.com 507.528.2225 

Safety a priority as planting begins
Staff photo by Brian Sandford

A tractor is driven last week just north of Geneva.

Be prepared for spring 
pasture management

The smell of spring is in the air and we 
all get the itch to get our livestock back 
out on pasture as quickly as possible. For 
those of us who use pasture as a main 
livestock feed source, we know that 
how well or poorly managed a pasture is 
directly relates to the animal’s perfor-
mance. Therefore, it is important to take 
some time to check to make sure that the 
pastures are truly ready for livestock.

The following is a short check-
list to help you prepare:

• Soil testing. It’s important to know 
that your pastures are receiving the nutri-
ents that are needed. A soil test provides 
the necessary information to indicate if 
additional nutrients need to be added or 
if there is too much of a specific nutrient.  
Soil testing information and forms are 
available at the local Extension office.

• Assess stand. Now is a great time 
of year to walk your pasture to assess 
if there are areas that need improve-
ment. Over time, pastures lose pro-
ductivity due to a number of different 
reasons including varieties, age of 
the stand, traffic flow areas and man-
agement levels. Even weather plays 
a role in how the pasture grows.

• Establishment. Most new seeding 
should have been planted in the fall. 
Now is the time to check and see how 
the new establishment fared through 
the winter. New seeding will need to be 
managed differently than older stands. 
New stands will not stand up to as in-
tense grazing pressures and traffic areas. 
Livestock should be kept off the pasture 
until the seed is well established. Mow-
ing the area 2-3 times before releasing 
livestock onto pasture will aid in estab-
lishment. If needed, pastures can also 
be renovated by reseeding from April 
1 to May 15. Plant species and seeding 
methods will also need to be assessed.

• Check fences. Having a good fence 
is not only important for good neighbor 

relations but is a critical point in prepar-
ing the pasture for livestock. While out 
checking if the fence needs repair or if 
old fence needs replacement, it is also 
a good time to check if anything needs 
to be cleaned up in the pasture. Down 
trees and trash may need to be removed 
before the pasture is ready for livestock. 
Additionally, check that the electricity 
used for the fencer is working properly. 
The fencer or power source may be in 
need of additional maintenance. A fence 
is only as strong as its weakest point.

• Water. Checking the water system 
is essential to make sure that livestock 
have easy access to water while in 
the pasture. Hoses, valves, tank floats 
and tanks need to be assessed to make 
sure they are in good working order.

This is just a short list of things to 
consider before turning your live-
stock out to pasture for the first time. 
For more information, feel free to 
contact Karen Anderson at the Steele 
County Extension Office at 507-
444-7685 or ande9495@umn.edu.

 
Karen Anderson is the Agricul-

ture Extension Educator with the 
University of Minnesota Exten-

sion in Rice and Steele counties.  
She can be reached at 507-444-

7685 or ande9495@umn.edu.

ON THE
FARM

Karen Anderson

Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
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Viktora Crop Consulting
Dale Viktora • Ellendale, MN

• Crop Planning • Crop Monitoring
• Agricultural Testing

Contact Dale at 507-402-6427
viktoracrop@outlook.com

The Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture announces the 
release of the 2015 Minnesota 
Grown Directory. The newest 
version is packed with a record 
breaking 1,027 member listings 
leading to local food and prod-
ucts from Minnesota producers. 
It includes farms, farmers mar-
kets, berry patches, wineries, lo-
cally raised plants, and more.

The Directory remains orga-
nized by regions, so consumers 
can find what is available in their 

area quickly and easily. Specific 
products or farms are listed in 
either the product or alphabetical 
index located in the back. The Di-
rectory also includes five recipes 
and regionally inspired restau-
rant recommendations, featured 
by Minnesota Cooks. Minnesota 
Cooks is an education outreach 
program of Minnesota Farmers 
Union that celebrates Minne-
sota’s dedicated family farmers 
and talented, local food favoring, 
chefs and restaurant owners.

The 2015 Minnesota Grown 
Directory cover showcases 
Spokeswoman, Carrie Tollef-
son, her family, and friends, the 
Agoye Family, enjoying the af-
ternoon at a local farm. “Both 
families know the advantages 
of eating fresh local foods and 
teaching their family where food 
comes from and how farms can 
be fun too!” said Minnesota 
Grown Marketing Specialist Jes-
sica Miles. “It demonstrates how 
the Directory can be a great tool 

to create family memories. Plus, 
it’s an easy resource to find fresh, 
tasty, local food and products.”

You can order free, print-
ed copies of the Minnesota 
Grown Directory by calling 
Explore Minnesota Tourism at 
1-888-TOURISM. You can also 
order your copy online or look 
up local farms at www.minneso-
tagrown.com. The online direc-
tory makes it easy to find farms 
via product, city, ZIP code, or 
the interactive map.

Agbioscience — especially 
the food sector — is a criti-
cal component of Southeast 
Minnesota’s past and future. 
A new research report shows 
that in one year alone agbio-
science supported $8.3 billion 
in economic impact in Minne-
sota’s Southeast region. This 
is 11 percent of the region’s 
total economic output. And 
with the right steps and ac-
tion, agbioscience could drive 
additional long-term prosper-
ity in this region of the state-
potentially growing to $12.3 
billion in economic output in 
2016.

Agbioscience is the fusion 
of agriculture and the associ-
ated biosciences that encom-
passes agricultural innovation, 
research, and processing. It is 
the focus of a new report “Eco-
nomic Contribution of the Ag-
bioscience Industry: Southeast 
Minnesota.” The research was 
cosponsored by the Southern 
Minnesota Initiative Founda-
tion and the Agricultural Utili-
zation Research Institute. It was 
conducted by the University of 
Minnesota’s Extension Center 
for Community Vitality.

“This research report re-
inforces what we know is a 
critical strength for our re-
gion-agriculture and the as-
sociated biosciences - and, 
specifically, value-added food 
production,” says Tim Penny, 
president and CEO for the 
Southern Minnesota Initia-
tive Foundation (SMIF). “We 
hope to be able to capitalize 
on this strength as one part of 
our efforts to build a strong 
future for this region.”

Key findings for Southeast 
Minnesota include:  

• In 2013, agbioscience 
companies in the region di-
rectly created an estimated 
$8.3 billion of economic ac-
tivity, which represents 11 
percent of regional output.

• Together, production agri-
culture and agbioscience cre-
ated 21 percent of regional 
output in 2013.

• Of four agbioscience plat-
forms identified as part of the 
agbioscience industry in Min-
nesota, the value-added food 
and health products platform 
dominates in the Southeast re-
gion. Businesses in the platform 
produced $7.4 billion in output.

• In 2013, the Southeast’s 

agbioscience industry em-
ployed 10,518 workers and 
paid an estimated $747.3 mil-
lion in salaries, wages and 
benefits.

The report on Southeast 
Minnesota is part of a state-
wide effort funded by the 
state’s Initiative Foundations 
and the Agricultural Utiliza-
tion Research Institute to as-
sess the impact agbioscience 
has on the state. These efforts 
grew out of a previous report 
by the renowned Battelle 
Technology Partnership Prac-
tice that found agbioscience 
to be a critical strength and 
opportunity for the state. The 
Battelle report also suggested 
a strategy for the state to build 
on these strengths.

That initial research was 
commissioned by the Minne-
sota Corn Research & Promo-
tion Council, Minnesota Soy-
bean Research & Promotion 
Council and the Agricultural 
Utilization Research Institute.

“This initiative is about cre-
ating a vision and strategy to 
transform Minnesota’s funda-
mental strength in agriculture 
into leading-edge innovation 
and economic growth,” says 
the Institute’s Executive Di-
rector Teresa Spaeth. 

“Action and implementa-
tion will be key to ensuring 
this research doesn’t just sit 
on the shelf, but is imple-
mented to create real growth. 
That’s why we’re partnering 
with Minnesota’s Initiative 
Foundations to better under-
stand their regional strengths 
and identify specific next 
steps,” explains Spaeth.

The Agricultural Utilization 
Research Institute (AURI) 
was created by the Minnesota 
legislature to help discover 
new uses for agriculture re-
sources in order to fuel eco-
nomic growth in Minnesota. 

Southern Minnesota Initia-
tive Foundation (SMIF), a 
donor-supported foundation, 
invests for economic growth 
in 20 Minnesota counties. The 
Foundation has provided more 
than $50 million in grants and 
loans within the region during 
the past 29 years. SMIF’s key 
interests include early child-
hood and economic develop-
ment. To learn more about our 
work and mission, visit www.
smifoundation.org.

Economic impact of 
agbioscience may 
grow to $12.3 billion

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley

Gardening course is April 30
Plants are shown at Hilltop Greenhouse and Farm near Hollandale. Steele County Extension Master Gardeners will offer the free “Ten 
Steps to a Successful Garden” from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 30, at the Steele County Community Center. Call the Extension office 
for more plot-rental information at 507-444-7685.

2015 Minnesota Grown directory is the largest ever

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) reminds farm-
ers that the 2014 Farm Bill re-
quires producers to file a Highly 
Erodible Land Conservation and 
Wetland Conservation Certifica-
tion form (AD-1026) with their 
local USDA service center by 
June 1, 2015, in order to become 
or remain eligible for crop insur-
ance premium support.

Most farmers already have a 
certification form on file since 
it’s required for participation in 
most USDA programs such as 
marketing assistance loans, farm 
storage facility loans and disas-
ter assistance. However farmers, 
such as specialty crop growers 
who receive federal crop insur-
ance premium support, but may 
not participate in other USDA 
programs, also must now file a 
certification form to maintain 
their crop insurance premium 
support.

“USDA employees are work-
ing very hard to get the word out 
about this new Farm Bill provi-

sion,” said Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. “While many pro-
ducers will not need to take ac-
tion, we want to help make sure 
that those who are required to 
act do so by the June 1 deadline. 
We want all eligible producers 
to be able to maintain their abil-
ity to protect their operations 
with affordable insurance.”

Producers should visit their 
local USDA service center and 
talk with their crop insurance 
agent before the June 1, 2015, 
deadline to ask questions, get 
additional information or learn 
more about conservation com-
pliance procedures. Producers 
that file their form by the dead-
line will be eligible for federal 
crop insurance premium sup-
port during the 2016 reinsurance 
year, which begins July, 1, 2015. 
USDA will publish a rule outlin-
ing the linkage of conservation 
compliance with federal crop in-
surance premium support. Go to 
http://go.usa.gov/3Wy5J to view 
a copy of the rule.

The Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation and Wetland Con-
servation Certification form is 
available at local USDA service 
center or online at www.fsa.
usda.gov/AD1026form. When 
a farmer completes this form, 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
and Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service staff will outline 
any additional actions that may 
be required for compliance with 
highly erodible land and wetland 
provisions. USDA’s Risk Man-
agement Agency, through the 
Federal Crop Insurance Corpo-
ration, manages the federal crop 
insurance program that provides 
the modern farm safety net for 
America’s farmers and ranchers.

The announcement was made 
possible by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
which builds on historic eco-
nomic gains in rural America 
over the past six years, while 
achieving meaningful reform 
and billions of dollars in savings 
for the taxpayer. Since enact-
ment, USDA has implemented 

many provisions of this critical 
legislation, providing disaster 
relief to farmers and ranchers; 
strengthening risk management 
tools; expanding access to rural 
credit; funding critical research; 
establishing innovative public-
private conservation partner-
ships; developing new markets 
for rural-made products; and 
investing in infrastructure, hous-
ing and community facilities to 
help improve quality of life in 
rural America. For more infor-
mation, visit www.usda.gov/
farmbill.

USDA is an equal opportu-
nity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimina-
tion, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free 
Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users).

USDA reminds farmers about certificate form
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Legal Notices
Foreclosure

15-099350
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  August 
22, 2006
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $60,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Michelle M. 
Walburn and Guy M. Walburn, 
wife and husband
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. MIN#:  1002839-
0060802028-2
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Premier Bank
SERVICER:  CitiMortgage, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed October 9, 2006, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000344875
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: CitiMortgage, Inc.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 2, Block 1, Willow Creek 
Addition #2
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1460 
Sage Ln NE, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-488-0102
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$62,001.76
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  May 
5, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt 
secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any, on said premises 
and the costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys fees allowed 
by law, subject to redemption 
within 6 months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if 
the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
November 5, 2015, or the next 
business day if November 5, 2015 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SECTION 
582.032 DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
 

Dated: March 6, 2015
 

CitiMortgage, Inc.
Assignee of Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY ___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/17,3/24,3/31
4/7,4/14,4/21

Foreclosure

15-099161
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 23, 
2009 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $225,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Stanley G. Ennis, 
An Unmarried Man
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 4, 2009, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000363759  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
All that part of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 3-107-
20 described by: Commencing 
at the Northeast corner of said 
Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4); thence 
North 88 degrees 57 minutes West, 
assumed bearing, 163.02 feet along 
the North line of said Southeast 
Quarter (SE1/4); thence South 0 
degrees East 196.24 feet parallel 
with the East line of said Southeast 
Quarter (SE 1/4) to the true point of 
beginning; thence South 0 degrees 
East 99 feet parallel with the East 
line of said Southeast Quarter (SE 
1/4); thence North 90 degrees 
West 128.65 feet to the East line 
of Bigelow Avenue; thence North 
0 degrees 3.5 feet West 99 feet 
along the East line of said Bigelow 
Avenue; thence North 90 degrees 
East 128.75 feet to said true point 
of beginning.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1735 
Bigelow Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-003-2104
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$140,383.78
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  May 5, 
2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 12 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 
p.m. on May 5, 2016, or the next 
business day if May 5, 2016 falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

Dated: March 9, 2015
 

Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY ___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 3/17,3/24,3/31
4/7,4/14,4/21

Foreclosure

13-093361
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  November 
6, 2009
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $136,774.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Dustin L. Stewart 
and Alicia L. Stewart, Husband and 
Wife
MORTGAGEE:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
November 10, 2009, Steele County 
Registrar of Titles, as Document 
Number T000065185  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot Seven and the West 24 feet of 
Lot Six, all in Block Eight in Kuether's 
Addition to the City of Owatonna
REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  721 School 
St E, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-143-0807 COT# 
17647
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$132,631.79 
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  May 12, 
2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
November 12, 2015, or the next 
business day if November 12, 2015 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
 

Dated: March 18, 2015
 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 BY	
___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Ste. 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
3/24,3/31,4/7

4/14,4/21,4/28

Foreclosure

15-099841
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 

Foreclosure

15-099605
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 13, 
2006
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $139,500.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Alvin J. Vierling 
and Sylvia L. Vierling, husband and 
wife
 MORTGAGEE:  Financial Freedom 
Senior Funding Corporation, a 
subsidiary of IndyMac Bank, F.S.B.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Financial Freedom Senior Funding 
Corporation, a subsidiary of IndyMac 
Bank, F.S.B.
SERVICER:  OneWest Bank N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed April 27, 2006, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000340742

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 15, 
2003
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $140,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  James E. Hougas 
and Colleen E. Hougas, husband 
and wife 
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage, Inc.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed April 24, 2003, Steele County 
Registrar of Titles, as Document 
Number T 52675  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 20, Block 1, Tricentennial 
Addition
REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1065 
Barney Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-334-0120  COT# 
14595
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $115,849.24
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  May 19, 
2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
November 19, 2015, or the next 
business day if November 19, 2015 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 26, 2015
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, successor 
by Merger to Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage Inc.
Mortgagee  
 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 
BY ___________________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
3/31,4/7,4/14
4/21,4/28,5/5

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.; thereafter 
assigned to OneWest Bank N.A.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Beginning at a point on the Northerly 
line of Lot 3 in Block 9 of Riverside 
Addition to the City of Owatonna, 8 
rods Westerly from the NE corner of 
said Lot 3, running thence Westerly 
on said Northerly line 59 feet to the 
NW corner of said Lot 3; thence 
Southerly along the West line of said 
Lot 3 to the SW corner of said Lot 3, 
thence East 32 feet along the South 
line of said Lot 3; thence Northerly to 
point of beginning.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  427 
Glendale Street, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-119-0907
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $85,258.42
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  June 5, 
2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 12 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 
p.m. on June 5, 2016, or the next 
business day if June 5, 2016 falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
 

Dated: April 2, 2015
 

OneWest Bank N.A.
Assignee of Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY ___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

4/14,4/21,4/28
5/5,5/12,5/19

Foreclosure

14-097216
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 28, 

2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $113,471.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Peggy Wetmore, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
MIN#:  100199600012387425
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Advisors 
Mortgage, LLC
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed June 11, 2010, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000371642
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association; Dated: 
June 25, 2014 filed: July 10, 2014, 
recorded as document number 
A000397770 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
No. 1-Commencing 37.1/2 feet East 
of the Northwest corner of Lot Six 
(6) in the Northeast Quarter (1/4) of 
Section Sixteen (16) Township One 
Hundred and Seven (107) North, of 
Range Twenty (20) West, running 
thence East 123 feet, thence South 
58.1/2 feet, thence West 123 feet, 
thence North 58.1/2 feet to the place 
of beginning.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  506 Oak 
Ave S, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-016-1131
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $115,575.08
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  June 18, 
2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
December 18, 2015, or the next 
business day if December 18, 2015 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

Dated: April 17, 2015
 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association

Assignee of Mortgagee 
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP 
BY          

___________________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

4/21,4/28,5/5
5/12,5/19,5/26

STEELE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That on Monday, May 4th, 
2015 starting at 7:30 pm., the Steele County Planning 
Commission will hold Public Hearings in the Commissioner’s 
Room of the Steele County Administration Center, 630 
Florence Avenue, Owatonna, MN, to receive comments on 
the following permit applications. 

Matt and Sarah Keller have requested a Conditional Use 
Permit to expand their existing feedlot with the addition 
of a 51 feet by 200 feet swine barn housing 1200 head 
of grower/finisher pigs.  This barn is located in the SE ¼, 
Section 3, Merton Township. The property address is 7850 
74th Ave. NE. Total capacity of the site will be will be 2700 
head (1080 animal units) housed in four barns.  

Aaron Fitzgerald has requested to install three 39KW 
wind turbines in the N ½ of the SE ¼, Section 2, Medford 
Township on property owned by Cary Berg.  

All persons interested are invited to attend said hearings 
and be heard on these matters.
	 Dale Oolman
	 Steele County Zoning Director
	 630 Florence Ave.  P.O. Box 890
	 Owatonna, MN 55060
	 (507) 444-7482
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Foreclosure Estate Steele County

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions 
of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:	 J u n e 
12, 2003
MORTGAGOR:		
Nathaniel D. Kilwine, a single man.
MORTGAGEE:		
American Residential Mortgage, 
LP.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded June 
17, 2003 Steele County Recorder, 
Document No. A 311767.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association 
successor by merger Chase Home 
Finance, LLC successor by merger 
to Chase Manhattan Mortgage 
Corporation.  Dated June 12, 
2003 Recorded June 17, 2003, as 
Document No. A 311768.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON MORTGAGE:  American 
Residential Mortgage, LP
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  702 South 6th Street, 
Ellendale, MN 56026
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  151090109 
and 151110004
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
The South Half of Lot 4 and the 
North Half of Lot 5, Block 1, Norby 
Addition to the City of Ellendale, 
Minnesota and Outlot D, Norby 
Second Addition
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:	 Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:	 $135,072.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $112,533.59
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; That no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: June 5, 
2015 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mortgage, 
and taxes, if any, on said premises, 
and the costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys' fees allowed 
by law subject to redemption within    
six (6) months from the date of 
said sale by the mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns unless reduced to Five (5) 
weeks under MN Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on December 
7, 2015, unless that date falls on a 
weekend  or legal holiday, in which 
case it is the next weekday, and 
unless the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH 
A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED."

	 Dated: April 1, 2015

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association

Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
30 - 15-003028 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

4/14,4/21,4/28
5/5,5/12,5/19

STEELE COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That on Monday, May 
4th, 2015 beginning at 7:30 P.M. the Steele County 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing., 
in the Commissioner’s Room of the Steele County 
Administration Center, 630 Florence Avenue, Owatonna, 
MN to consider amending Section 1508.02 of the 
Steele County Zoning Ordinance to read as follows.   
(strikethrough is deleted, underlined is added).  

1. All uses associated with the bulk storage of oil, 
gasoline, liquid fertilizer, chemicals and similar liquids 
shall comply with the requirements of the Minnesota 
State Fire Marshall’s and Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture Offices and have documents from those 
offices stating that the use is in compliance.

2. All existing, Above ground liquid storage tanks 
having a capacity in excess of 10,000 12,000 gallons 
shall be processed as require a conditional use permit 
and shall file said permit and information requirements 
as specified in Section 504 of this Ordinance.

3. All aboveground liquid bulk storage tanks shall be 
setback from all residential structures a minimum of 
one-quarter (1/4) mile.

All persons interested are invited to attend said hearing 
and be heard on this matter.
		       				  
	 Dale Oolman
	 Steele County Zoning Director
	 630 Florence Ave.  P.O. Box 890
	 Owatonna, MN 55060
	 (507) 444-7482
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This summary is published in accordance with MN Statute 375.169.  The detail of the County's
budget is on file in the County Treasurer's Office at the Steele County Administration Center
in Owatonna, Minnesota, and may be viewed during normal business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
or on Steele County's website at www.co.steele.mn.us. 

2014 2015
REVENUES

County portion of tax levy 20,435,170$                 21,517,413
State paid portion of tax levy 1,692,154                     1,703,138
     TOTAL TAX LEVY 22,127,324                   23,220,551                   
License and permits 52,500                          52,500
Intergovernmental
      Federal 4,356,509                     929,841
      State 7,692,078                     3,700,078
      Other 2,922,721                     2,410,801
Charges for services 4,005,955                     6,297,655
Fine and forfeits 23,000                          36,000
Interest on investments 300,000                        351,598
Miscellaneous revenue 3,437,453                     2,710,347

OTHER SOURCES
Proceeds of bond sale -                                
Budgeted use of available fund balance 822,450                        2,047,816
Transfers in -                                -                                

TOTAL REVENUES & OTHER SOURCES 45,739,990$                 41,757,187$                 

EXPENDITURES
General government 8,825,086$                   9,898,227
Public safety 9,258,329                     8,907,420
Highway and streets 8,904,907                     8,231,902
Human services 9,873,733                     3,612,424
Health 3,403,599                     3,019,707
Culture and recreation 981,816                        694,112
Conservation of natural resources 771,895                        1,083,335
Debt service 2,703,125                     2,707,060
Other/unallocated -                                
Capital outlay 1,017,500                     3,603,000
Other uses -                                
Transfers out -                                -                                

TOTAL EXPENDITURES & OTHER USES 45,739,990$                 41,757,187$                 

PUBLIC NOTICE
STEELE COUNTY ADOPTED 2015 BUDGET

STEELE COUNTY OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGETS FOR ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

4/21

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 3/31/2015
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
1. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the agenda.  Ayes all. 
2. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the March 17, 2015 Board Minutes.  Ayes all.
3. Glynn/Brady to approve the On Sale & Sunday On Sale Liquor License 
for the Monterey Ballroom.  Ayes all.
4. Brady/Ebeling to approve the Dance Permit for the Monterey Ballroom.  
Ayes all.
5. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the 2015 Retainer Agreement for drainage 
issues with Kurt Deter.  Ayes all.
6. Glynn/Brady to appoint Mike Jones to The Cedar River Watershed 
Board (CRWD) Board through March 2016.  Ayes all.
7. Ebeling/Brady offered a Resolution that the Steele County Board of 
Commissioners, do hereby proclaim the week of April 6 through April 12, 
2015, to be National Public Health Week in Steele County. Upon the vote 
being taken, five Commissioners voted in favor thereof, none absent and 
not voting.  
8.  Glynn/Brady to approve the Addendum to the Contract between 
Steele County and Wenck Associates, Inc. for a Community Assessment 
Report in the Community of Pratt at a cost of $1,400 and to authorize the 
Planning & Zoning Director to sign .  Ayes all.
9. Ebeling/Glynn to Appoint Commissioner Brady to the Weed 
Management Association.  Ayes all.
10. Glynn/Ebeling to approve the Freeborn-Steele County Shared 
Employee Agreement to provide Recycling Coordinator Services effective 
April 1, 2015-March 31, 2016.  Ayes all.
11. Ebeling/Brady to approve the appropriation request of Owatonna 
Partners for Economic Development (OPED) in the amount of $1,000 for 
2015.  Ayes all.
12. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the Personnel Actions.  Ayes all.
13. Commissioner Reports:
Ebeling reported on his attendance at the 911 meeting in Rice County, JD 
#24, MNPrairie and the Annual Township meeting. 
Brady reported on his attendance at the CAER meeting, Annual Township 
meeting and Highway 14 meeting.
Huntington spoke about the collaboration with the other entities-City of 
Owatonna and introduced the new Steele County Administrator, Laura 
Elvebak.
14. Brady/Ebeling to go into Closed Session at 7:26 p.m. for the Property 
Acquisition Consideration.  Ayes all.
15. Ebeling/Brady to Re-open the Board Meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
16. Glynn/Ebeling to approve the following listing of bills.  Ayes all.

			 
LISTING OF BILLS

			       3/31/2015

A’viands, LLC				    5,318.70
Al-Jon Manufacturing, LLC			   7,489.56
Applied Concepts, Inc.			   11,140.00
Central Valley Cooperative			   5,360.72
Express Services, Inc.			   2,902.50
Gallagher Benefits Services, Inc.		  2,100.00
Integra Telecom				    2,901.29
Malo Roofing, Inc.				    7,575.00
MN Dept of Transportation			   12,973.37
MNPrairie County Alliance			   2,486.73
Owatonna Motor Company 			   9,479.91
RDO Equipment Co, Inc.			   4,086.33
Road Machinery & Supplies, Co.		  2,388.28
Rochester Sand & Gravel			   2,773.75
Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc.		  9,081.66
Steele County Highway Dept.		  5,077.92
Thompson Reuters-West 			   2,874.48
Turnkey Corrections			   9,285.26
Verizon Wireless				    7,879.87
103 Warrants Under $2,000		                41,982.96	
	      Total: 			              155,158.29

17. Glynn/Brady to adjourn the Call of the Chair at 7:45 p.m.  Ayes all. 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION

COUNTY OF STEELE

Court File No 74-PR-15-499

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Estate of
	 Chiwako K. Resler,
		  Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on May 12, 2015, at 10:45 a.m., 
a hearing will be held in this Court 
at 111 East Main Street, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent, dated, 
September 13, 2012, ("Will"), and 
for the appointment of Lee Roy 
Resler and Kathleen M. Shaw, 
whose addresses are 700 Willow 
Brooke Drive, Owatonna, MN 55060 
and 1998 Woodcrest Drive NE, 
Owatonna, MN 55060, respectively, 
as Co-Personal Representatives of 
the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Co-Personal Representatives 
will be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against 
the Estate are required to present 
the claims to the Co-Personal 
Representatives or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated:
2015.04.09

BY THE COURT
Joseph A Bueltel

Judge of District Court
Dated: Apr 10 2015

Sonia Kocher
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner
 Eric J. Einhaus
Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.
202 N. Cedar Ave.
PO Box 545
Owatonna, MN, 55060		
Attorney License No: 151609
Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532
Email: mattison@
owatonnalawyers.com

4/21,4/28

Contact Lynn today 
to place your ad 

in The Times
507-583-4431

Advertise 
your 

Garage Sales!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 
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                                     Week of April 19, 2015             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

PAID WEIGHTLOSS STUDY! 
All Natural Weightloss Study. Need Men 
and Women. Stipend plus product offered 
at no charge. Text information 612/840-
1869: Name. Age. Height. Weight.

CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS 
and Arrest records expunged or sealed. 
Free one hour Consultation to discuss 
recent changes to the Expungement 
Laws and how they may affect your fu-
ture. Duggins Law Firm 651/490-0222

NOW HIRING 
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 sign on 
bonus, fl exible home time, extensive bene-
fi ts. Call now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 
part time to $7,500/mo. full time.  Train-
ing provided www.WorkServices6.com

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL: 

Full-time traveling opportunity, 60-80 
hours/week, $11-$15/hour, meal al-
lowance, paid lodging & benefi t pack-
age. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, ND – 
888/700-0292 | www.rawapplicators.com 

| info@rawapplicators.com

ADOPTION: HOPEFUL 
1st time Mom & Dad promises your 
baby a lifetime of Love. Expenses 
paid. Dawn & John, 800/943-7780

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3 day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free Shipping. Call 800/259-1096

DISH NETWORK 
Get more for less! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months), plus Bundle 
&save (Fast Internet for $15 more/
month.) Call Now 800/297-8706

HELP WANTED MISCELLANEOUS

ADOPTIONS

EMPLOYMENT

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

HELP WANTED

WEEKLY CROSSWORD
Answers on Page 7C

 1. Swedish statesman Olaf
  2. Baltic flat-bottomed boat 
(alt. sp.)
  3. Fingernail treatment
  4. Breezed through
  5. Check
  6. Stray
  7. Ancient computing 
devices
  8. Something cheerleaders 
wave
  9. The woman
 10. Ambulance rescue initials

 12. In a drowsy manner
 13. A set of type of one style
 14. Not completely closed
 17. No (Scottish)
 19. Microelectromechanical 
system
 22. Having the wind against 
the forward side
 23. Reestablish
 24. Khloe K’s former 
husband
 25.Verse forms
 29. Places to sit

 30. Chilean pianist Claudio
 32. Rounds of poker
 33. Spanish be
 34. Sing and play for 
somebody
 38. Chemical symbol for gold
 39. Praying insects
 43. Israeli politician Abba
 45. 7th planet from the sun
 49. Br. plural of a penny
 50. Largest continent
 51. Distress signal
 52. Senate and People of 

Rome
 54. Fill with high spirits
 55. Egyptian statesman 
Anwar
 57. Non-verbal entertainer
 58. 12th calendar month 
(abbr.)
 59. A major division of 
geological time
 60. Ultrahigh frequency
 61. Yes vote

 1. Printing speed 
measurement
  4. Fed
  7. A domed or vaulted 
recess
 11. Macaws
 12. Neck garment
 14. A billionth of an ohm
 15. Local area network
 16. Cleve. basketball 
hero
 18. Wounded & 
disfigured
 20. Civil Rights group
 21. Master of 
ceremonies
 22. Smallest artery 
branches
 26. Ref
 27. Exist
 28. Diagram of earth’s 
surface
 29. SE Asian sarsaparilla 
soft drink
 31. Fire remains
 35. 3rd tone
 36. Before
 37. It breaks down 

lactose
 39. A waterproof 
raincoat
 40. Atomic #18
 41. NW Canadian 
territory
 42. Hindquarters
 44. Follows sigma
 46. Rural delivery
 47. Point that is one 
point N of due E
 48. Excels
 53. Berkus and Silver
 56. Famous for fables
 57. Philippine capital
 58. Meg Ryan’s ex-
husband
 62. Doleful
 63. Arugula genus
 64. Nursery verse
 65. The 7th Greek letter
 66. Container for 
shipping
 67. Charge for services
 68. Immature onion 
plant

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

Senior Apartment
Prairie Villa II

Blooming Prairie
One Bedroom apartment for 
elderly or disabled persons

Rent is based on 30% of net income.
Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project
Call Baldus Properties LLC
(507) 437-3074507-437-2074
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507-583-4431
411 East Main St., 

Blooming Prairie, MN
bloomingprairieonline.com

TEENS! 
LOOKING FOR 

SUMMER WORK?
The Steele County Times has an 
opening for an intern through a sum-
mer youth employment program. 
Candidate must be a high school 
student or 2015 graduate between 
the ages of 16-19. This is a great 
opportunity to gain experience in 
writing, photography, advertising 
sales or graphic design. You pick the 
area you’d like to focus on. Contact 
managing editor Alan Van Ormer at 
bpalan@frontier.com for more infor-
mation or call 507-583-4431.

Thank You

Notice 
City Hydrant Flushing 
April 28, 29, 30 and May 1

All city fire hydrants in Blooming Prairie will be 
flushed on Tues., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., April 28-30 
and May 1st, beginning at 7:30 a.m. and continuing 
until 4 p.m., weather permitting. Flushing  
of hydrants can cause some 
rust to come out of pipes in 
areas; particularly where the 
water system is not looped.

Thank you for your cooperation

Blooming Prairie  
Public Utilities

Thank You
For coming to my 80th 

Birthday party and for the 
various gifts and cards. 
Gods blessings to you all. 
A special thanks to the 
Blooming Prairie Service-
men’s Club for their won-
derful service.
			 

Rosemary Johnson

steeledodgenews.com

A large shed and attached 
shed were destroyed during a 
fire in Lansing on Friday.

Austin Fire Chief Jim McCoy 
stated that the owner was work-
ing on a tractor draining gaso-
line when he noticed there was 
a fire. He quickly called 911 and 
the Austin Fire Department ar-

rived on the scene at 12:20 p.m. 
The Brownsville Fire Depart-
ment assisted in the fire.

“Both sheds were a total loss 
and everything inside was a to-
tal loss,” McCoy said, adding no 
one was injured.

The state fire marshal was on 
hand to investigate.

Fire destroys sheds in Lansing

Question: There are way 
too many other drivers on their 
cell phones calling or texting.  
Why don’t you enforce these 
laws?  We never hear about it.

Answer:  I agree that there 
are too many drivers that 
are distracted while driv-
ing. We are doing our best to 
enforce the laws and reduce 
the number of crashes on our 
roadways.  April is distracted 
driving month, so law enforce-
ment will be targeting any 
type of distracted driving and 
taking enforcement action.  

Minnesota does have a law 
making it illegal for drivers to 
read/compose/send text mes-
sages and emails, or access the 
internet using a wireless device 
while the vehicle is in motion 
or a part of traffic. I believe 
that distracted driving, namely 
texting and using the internet on 
our phones, is a major distrac-
tion that causes many crashes.  
I’ve based this belief not only 
on my years of training and 
experience from several traffic 
stops and crashes, but also on 
statistics. Each year in Min-
nesota distracted or inattentive 
driving is a factor in one in four 
crashes, resulting in at least 70 
deaths and 350 serious inju-
ries.  I believe these numbers 
are vastly under-reported due 
to law enforcement’s challenge 
in determining distraction as 
a crash factor.  Driving itself 
is a challenging activity that 
involves steering, checking 
mirrors, signaling, maintaining 
safe speed, reading road signs, 
and more.  Adding non-driving 
tasks behind the wheel increas-
es the risk of a crash.  Attentive 
driving is critical as the traffic 
environment can change in an 

instant, such as lights chang-
ing, vehicles braking quickly, 
changing lanes, road conditions, 
and pedestrians crossing or 
walking along the roadways. 

 A recent in-depth study 
showed that the average person 
checking/ sending text messag-
es takes their eyes off the road-
way for approximately 4.6 sec-
onds each time.  At 55mph you 
have traveled over 370 feet in 
that time (the length of a foot-
ball field).  Ask yourself what 
can happen during that time and 
distance? Could you drift over 
the shoulder and hit somebody 
changing their flat tire?  Driv-
ers need to know the serious 
dangers of distracted driving 
and understand that texting 
and driving is unacceptable.  
The Minnesota State Patrol 
and other law enforcement 
agencies have been, and will 
continue to be actively involved 
in distracted driving cam-
paigns throughout Minnesota. 

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 

or issues in Minnesota send 
your questions to Sgt. Troy 

Christianson, Minnesota State 
Patrol, at 2900 48th St. NW, 
Rochester MN 55901-5848.

Distracted-driving laws 
are frequently broken

ASK A
TROOPER

Troy Christianson

Hollandale Reformed Church 
was misidentified in a photo 

caption on Page 7A in the April 
14 edition of the Times. 

Correction

End of ViEtnam War

40th Anniversary Observance 

WEdnEsday, april 29
5:30 p.m.- Social Hour • 6:30 p.m.- Ham Dinner

7:30 p.m.- program
Open to public, but all Vietnam era veterans  

and wives are encouraged to attend!

Bp sErVicEmEn’s cluB, Blooming prairiE



6D • Tuesday, April 21, 2015 • Steele County Times

Farm

Call TodayCollision

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

GreenhouseCall Today

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY  TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Excavating

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

3 miles East of Geneva OR 2 miles N. 
of Hollandale on Co. Rd. 28 •

 Watch for signs

Mon - Fri : 9-5
Sat: 9-3

Sun: Closed
“Like” Us on
Facebook

507-889-3271 www.hilltopgreenhouse.com

Sign up for 
Planting Parties

Join Veggie 
Club

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes 507-583-4431

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes 507-583-4431

415 E. Main St. 
 Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 

 (507) 583-6663 

Frank.bplaw@gmail.com
Jason.bplaw@gmail.com

General Practice Including: 
Estate planning, real estate, and city attorney

Henefield 
law Office, llc

Welcomes new associate attorney  

Jason Iacovino

Pictured: Frank Henefield, Jason Iacovino, 

As a non-profit Agency, we have supplied our municipally owned
member utilities with wholesale electric power at a fair price since 1977.

Our eighteen non-profit member utilities depend on us for
reliable electricity, service they can trust, and long term security. 

We look forward to serving your utility far into the future.

smmpa.com
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SOUTHERN MINNESOTA
MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY
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Staff photos by Brian Sandford

Painting for a cause
Eighteen people gathered last Thursday at Blooming Prairie Cue Co. as part of a fundraiser for the 
Boys & Girls Club. At left, Melissa Wilberding attempts to replicate a painting displayed at the front 
of the room. Valerie Schewe of Uniquely Yours Canvas led the session.
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