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Ag Commissioner in Blooming Prairie for Land Use Expo
By ALAN VAN ORMER

Managing Editor

Minnesota Agriculture Commission-
er Dave Frederickson, along with other 
elected officials, are slated to be at the 
Southern Minnesota Land Use Expo on 
July 20.

The Expo will be held at the Rod-

ney Krell farm site, two miles north 
of Blooming Prairie on U.S. Highway 
218. Grain and livestock issues will be 
covered during the daylong activities. 
The Southeast Minnesota Ag Associa-
tion is sponsoring the event.

“What makes this unique is that we 
will have a legislative listening ses-
sion,” said Dan Vermilyea, Steele 

County Feedlot Officer, who is helping 
coordinate the event.

Vermilyea said a realistic number that 
will be attending would be 200. How-
ever, he believes there could be more 
because of the legislative speakers.

There are concerns about getting the 
public to attend the Expo. “If they are 
interested in the legislative session, 

they will come,” Vermilyea said. “The 
goal is to get people here.”

The Southern Minnesota Land Use 
Expo is slated to start at 10 a.m., with 
welcome and introductions. The open-
ing session will include presentations 
by sponsors, elected officials and feed-
lot staff.

At 11 a.m., there will be field demon-

strations. These demonstrations include 
liquid and solid manure application 
equipment and conservation equip-
ment. A lunch will be served at noon.

Then at 1 p.m., there will be a leg-
islative listening session dealing with 
agriculture and water. It will include a 
recap on the 2015 legislative session 
and a question and answer period.

Bussler takes 
over DCI 
newspaper, 
shopper

After more than a half century 
of family ownership, the Dodge 
County Independent based in 
Kasson has a new owner. 

Beginning July 1, Rick 
Bussler took over operations of 
the DCI newspaper and shopper 
from Randy and Lisa Carlsen. 
Bussler is the owner and pub-
lisher of the Steele County 
Times and the News Enterprise 
serving Claremont, West Con-
cord and Dodge Center.

“I am elated to take over such 
a strong operation as the DCI,” 
said Bussler, who has owned 
newspapers since 2009. “But 
I certainly have my work cut 
out for me in maintaining what 
the Carlsens have built over the 
years,” he added.

Bussler quickly acknowl-
edged that taking over the DCI 
will be no easy task. “The 
Carlsen family has a strong and 
rich tradition of providing quali-
ty community journalism for 50 
years,” he said. “It is impressive 
what they have accomplished 
for so long in providing Dodge 
County with a weekly paper and 
a weekly shopper.”

The DCI has a weekly circula-
tion of about 1,500 and the shop-
per hits nearly 12,000 homes. It 
has been in the Carlsen family 
since Folmer Carlsen purchased 
it in 1963. Folmer’s son, Randy, 
took over the operation in 1996.

Bussler has owned the Times 
since 2009 and the News Enter-
prise since 2012. 

OHS grad 
helping build 
relationships 
in Africa  

By ANNA SEGNER
County Staff Writer

Three years ago, when Jenna 
Seaser was preparing for her 
freshman year as a mechanical 
engineering major at Michigan 
Tech University, she received 
a pamphlet in the mail inform-
ing students about Michigan 
Tech’s Pavlis Leadership Team 
program in Africa. Jenna was in-
stantly intrigued. 

Three years later, she finds 
herself packing for a six week 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE CELEBRATES FOURTH OF JULY

Staff photos
by Rick Bussler

Old time tractors rolled 
through the Blooming 
Prairie Fourth of July 

parade. In addition, many 
dressed themselves 

and their animals in the 
patriotic theme. Others 
like Riley Otte, 10, from 
Sauke Centre, assisted 

with Otte’s Construction 
making snow cones. Jayna 
Martin, 9, from Owatonna, 

showed her USA sign 
proudly on her face, while 

four ladies also showed 
their patriotic spirit. 

Pictured left to right, are 
Brittney Jenkins, Karena 

Jenkins (Ellendale) and 
Gabi Deml and Kristin 

Deml (Owatonna.)

AFRICA
Continued on Page 6A



As I enjoyed the Fourth of 
July in Blooming Prairie, I 
couldn’t help but notice all the 
fun and excitement the differ-
ent events brought to the faces 
of young and old alike. Even 
before the fireworks filled the 
night sky, people definitely 
were getting a bang out of the 
festivities.

From people marching in the 
parade to folks enjoying the en-
tertainment and kids smashing 
a rubber frog into the water, the 
Fourth celebration had a little 
of everything for just about any 
age. 

For the past 41 years, Bloom-
ing Prairie has entertained folks 
over the Fourth in a big way. 
The community has prided 
itself on hosting a wonderful 
two-day event. Thousands flock 
to town every Fourth to take in 
the festivities. 

While it’s fun for many 
people to enjoy a big party like 
this, it comes at the expense 
of finding volunteers to run 
everything. 

A concern has been circling 
for the past few years about 
the lack of volunteers for the 
Fourth. It seems very few 
people want to step forward to 
help out. The threat of losing 
the Fourth celebration is real. 

We need to find of way of mak-
ing sure that doesn’t happen.

Just after finishing another 
year of marching with the 
American Legion, Kenny Trom 
of Blooming Prairie shared his 
thoughts about finding volun-
teers to step up to the plate. 
Trom has served in many ca-
pacities over the years, includ-
ing Chamber president back 
when the Fourth festivities as 
we know it today began in the 
mid-1970s. 

Trom said finding volunteers 
has always been a perpetual 
problem, especially in recent 
years as everyone gets more 
consumed with life in general. 
It also doesn’t help matters 
when the Fourth falls on the 
weekend because many folks 

head out of town.
One of Trom’s solutions 

for attracting more volunteers 
would be to throw a bash just 
for those who volunteer. “Give 
them a beer and a hamburger 
and it goes a long way,” said 
Trom, who is a retired banker. 
“You need to recognize them 
somehow. You can’t just take 
and take and take from people. 
You need to show your appre-
ciation and you’ll get back in 25 
times the labor,” he added.

Trom shutters at the thought 
of losing the big BP Fourth of 
July celebration because of a 
lack of volunteers. 

“It really polishes our image 
and gives people a good attitude 
about the Blooming Prairie 

community,” Trom said. 
Volunteers are the heart and 

soul of life in small communi-
ties. Without them, we would 
not be able to enjoy all the 
benefits of small town life. We 
need people to step forward to 
help out so that the BP Fourth 
doesn’t become a thing of the 
past. 

I certainly hope we can find 
more volunteers to carry on the 
traditions that have been woven 
into the fabric of life in Bloom-
ing Prairie and the surround-
ing area for several decades. 
Going in hot pursuit of finding 
volunteers will spark a way to 
keep the Fourth alive and well 
for future generations. 
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*Find corporate donors to pay for all the activities.
*Solicit volunteers from outside of Blooming 
Prairie.
*Do nothing and let the Fourth of July celebration 
fade into the past.

Last week’s question:
Does the thought of sex offenders in the 

community scare you?
* Yes. 50%
* No. 50%
* I’m not sure. 0%

This week’s question:
What should be done to keep the annual 

Blooming Prairie Fourth of July celebration 
going?

Weigh in with our online poll at 
www.steeledodgenews.com

Mailbag 

Is this the end of the Fourth 
of July celebration?

People from all over the country (literally) travelled 
to Blooming Prairie for the two-day 41st annual 
Fourth of July celebration over the past weekend.

There were crowds of adults and children packing 
the streets to enjoy the annual parade that included 
68 different floats from not only Blooming Prairie, 
but other counties as well. While the number of 
floats was down from 2014 (more than 80), you 
could still see the excitement on the children’s faces 
as they scrambled onto the streets to gather as 
much candy as their hands could hold.

And then there were the variety of activities 
in Blooming Prairie City Park and other venues 
throughout the community. The fun included a 
magic show, tractor pull, Just for Kix performance. 
You name it; there was something around the com-
munity for everyone.

It saddens us that the 41st annual Fourth of July 
celebration could be the last. It has been alluded to 
over the past two years that the end of the annual 
event could be in sight. 

In fact, in the recent Blooming Prairie Chamber 
newsletter, Board President Luke Swenson asks 
the question “Is this event worth the effort and 
expense?” And the issue behind stopping this great 
event is one word ‘volunteers.’

In his newsletter piece, Swenson said “If we want 
to continue this great tradition then we need to build 
back up our base of enthusiastic coordinators and 
workers so we can continue.”

And that is where it all begins. Right now, there 
are a great group of volunteers, but that number is 
starting to dwindle because of age concerns or just 
plain busy schedules. Maybe the answer lies both 
inside and outside of the community of Blooming 
Prairie.

It is great to have the dedicated volunteers inside 
Blooming Prairie, but looking at the parade and ac-
tivities in City Park, there are many that come from 
outside the community. So maybe it is time to take 
a look at getting volunteers from other communities 
around Steele, Dodge, Mower and Freeborn coun-
ties to help put this fabulous event on each year. Or 
maybe the solution lies in finding corporate donors 
to pay for the whole two-day experience.

Just a couple of suggestions. There are probably 
many more and maybe the organizers have thought 
of this. If something isn’t done, the Blooming Prairie 
Fourth of July celebration will fade into the past. And 
that will be sad; because traditions are what many 
of these small communities pride themselves upon.

No volunteers… no Fourth of July

Rick Bussler

HOT

PURSUIT

Living up to its name

The Steele County Times 
really lives up to its name as it 
succeeds in covering events that 
occur throughout the length and 
breadth of Steele County. I am 
referring to the first four pages 
of the D Section of the June 16 
issue – “Celebrating 100 Years 
Medford High School: A proud 
legacy since 1915.”

Calling attention to the fact 
that Medford’s first known 
school dated back to 1855 – 
it was fully 60 years before 
schooling covered all 12 grades 
– so the first graduating 12 class 
of four students didn’t take 
place until 1915. This sparked 
the idea to celebrate as we did 

in conjunction with the annual 
community event of Straight 
River Days this past weekend, 
June 19-21.

It will long be remembered 
as the weekend of renewing 
old acquaintances, both fellow 
students and teachers as well.

The presentations that John 
Cross conducted on schedule in 
the school auditorium were well 
attended with many “Do you 
remember?” stories from the 
audience as well as those shared 
by John.

All the displays gave evi-
dence of many hours of “behind 
the scenes” efforts of the hard-
working committee.

As students returned from all 
over our United States and be-
yond it added up to one happy 

weekend.
Thanks to the Times for help-

ing make it happen

Luella Heim
Medford

Udolpho Township 
article informative

Howard,
Thank you so much for mail-

ing me a copy of the newspaper 
article. I think the article was 
informative and respectful. I 
also enjoyed the local news.

Rebecca Adams
Orlando, Fla.

Congratulating Stix of 
Fury

Letter to the editor
Once again Blooming Prairie 

provided the area with an enter-
taining old-fashioned Fourth of 
July. I thought the parade was 
better than ever this year, and I 
give special congratulations to 
our own Stix of Fury.  I can’t 
believe how much the group has 
improved over the past year. To 
Jake Peterson, the flag girls, and 
the drummers, you made this 
community proud of your repre-
sentation and your performance. 
Well done!

LeMar Nelson
Blooming Prairie



By ANNA SEGNER
County Staff Writer

If you were anywhere 
near Blooming Prairie 
City Park on July 3 around 
5 p.m., chances are you 
heard crowds cheering on 
kids, age 3-12, as they ped-
aled tractors with weighted 
skids. You may have noticed 
the announcer of the event, 
a tall man in a green muscle 
shirt (with a pedal pull-
ing logo) and bright orange 
shoes. 

That man is Rick Schol-
brock of Kid Power Pedal 
Tractor Pull, and wow, he 
is enthusiastic about pedal 
pulling and what he calls 
each kids’ “15 seconds of 
fame.” 

As owner of Kid Power 
Pedal Tractor Pull, Schol-
brock is on the road a lot, 
but his stop in Blooming 
Prairie for the Fourth of July 
celebration is one of his fa-
vorite stops. This year was 
his second year in Blooming 
Prairie.

More than 160 kids signed 
up for the pedal pull. While 
the energy was high among 
the crowd and children com-
peting, Sholbrock brought 
the heart of the competition 
as he cheered on the kids 
and warmly invited them 
and thanked them for par-
ticipating. 

“The kids have a blast, but to be honest, 
I am having more fun than they are,” said 
Scholbrock. “All the adrenaline. I feed off 
of it. I get so excited! It makes me feel like 
a big kid.” 

Each child that signed up prior to the com-
petition was able to try their hand (or feet) at 
pedaling the tractor with the weighted skid. 
“No matter how far they go, every kid gets 

a Dr. Pepper at the end of their turn,” said 
Scholbrock. 

Scholbrock and his company are based 
out of Hanlontown, Iowa, though they travel 
all over Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin for 
special festivals and county fairs. Lucky for 
him, his wife and two daughters are a part of 
the operation, and they often get to travel to-
gether. They own four trucks, and they usu-
ally have three on the road at a time. 

The event is free for 
participators, thanks 
to local sponsors. All 
kids under the age of 
13 are welcome to par-
ticipate. Each age group 
has a different make 
or manufacturer. The 
little pedal tractors are 
painted to look like John 
Deere, Caterpillar, Allis-
Chalmer, Ford or Mc-
Cormick tractors. Each 
age class has a different 
tractor.

The pedal pull works 
almost exactly like a 
tractor pull only the trac-
tors are pedal driven and 
scaled down to be small 
enough for a 3-year-old.  

Scholbrock aligns the 
pedal tractors, weight 
skids and weights for 
each age group. Tro-
phies for the top three in 
all age groups. There are 
24 trophies total. There 
is also opportunity for 
those that place to take 
their pedal-tractor-pull-
ing skills a little further 
by National Pedal Trac-
tor Pull head in Mitchell, 
South Dakota, at the end 
of September. For those 
that did not pedal as far, 
the event is sponsored 
by Dr. Pepper, so each 
competitor received a 
free can of soda. 

Although putting on pedal tractor pull 
competitions is not Scholbrock’s full time 
job, it is his passion. To learn more about 
Kid Power Pedal Tractor Pull, visit http://
kidpowerpedalpulls.com/.

Scholbrock will be back in Steele County 
for the Steele County Free Fair, so kids, put 
on your game faces! 

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor

Each year, the Blooming 
Prairie community welcomes 
guests from near and far to 
enjoy the Fourth of July Cel-
ebration, and this year was no 
exception. 

This year’s festivities began 
on the afternoon of Friday, July 
3, with events for the whole 
family, including contests, rac-
es and shows of all kinds.  Sat-
urday, July 4, also offered a full 
schedule of things to see and 
do and many of these activities 
took place in Central Park. The 
Blooming Prairie Chamber of 
Commerce organized these fes-
tivities, including the parade, 
which began around 2:30 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

For many, the annual parade 
was the highlight of the after-
noon. Elaine and Ralph Rog-
ness, of Owatonna, attended 
Saturday’s parade and say they 
try to attend the event each 
year. “It’s just fun to be here,” 
Elaine said. 

“We always try to come out,” 
says Elaine. “I love the band 
music and the parade has a lot of 
nice things.” This year, she espe-
cially enjoyed the floats featur-
ing gymnasts and seeing horses 
in the parade. 

Elaine also enjoys seeing some 
of the new, large farm equipment 
featured in the parade. “It’s nice 
to see some of the beautiful new 
machinery that I was not aware 
of,” she said. “It’s nice to learn 
something new.” 

For many area residents, like 
Rachel Grunklee and her daugh-

ter, Mackenzie, of Blooming 
Prairie, the Fourth of July Cel-
ebration has become a family 
tradition. This year, Rachel and 
Mackenzie especially enjoyed 
watching the parade together. 

“We love it,” said Rachel, of 
the annual celebration. “We love 
to celebrate America’s birthday 
in Blooming Prairie, and we 
love staying here in Blooming 
Prairie. All our family comes for 
the day and we have a lot of fun 
together.” 

For 12-year-old Mackenzie, 
the annual celebration and pa-

rade have created some lasting 
memories. Mackenzie says that 
one of her favorite things about 
the Celebration is getting nachos 
from the concession stand. 

Around 10 p.m. on Saturday, 
the annual fireworks display be-
gan, illuminating Victory Field 
with its brilliant colors. 

Staff photos by Laura Berndt
Ralph and Elaine Rogness, of 
Owatonna, share a moment 
together during Blooming 
Prairie’s Fourth of July parade.  
Mackenzie and Rachel 
Grunklee, wearing some 
festive red, white and blue 
hats, enjoy Blooming Prairie’s 
Fourth of July parade. 
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A family tradition: 
Blooming Prairie’s Fourth of July celebration

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer

A tribute to a brother
As a tribute to his brother, Dylan Jorgenson took Alex’ place in 
the Stix of Fury’s performance during the Blooming Prairie Fourth 
of July parade. Alex passed away in April.

Magician entertains 
young and old

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Doves were cut in half, a rabbit disappeared and pieces of cloth 
were turned into an American flag. 

Such were the illusions of magician Mike Prestby during the 
Blooming Prairie Fourth of July weekend festivities.  

Prestby took the stage at City Park, July 3, as one of the final 
events of a family-filled Friday of festivities. Kids sat close to the 
stage on the road, while many parents sat on the sidewalk in lawn 
chairs and bleachers.  

Prestby’s hour-length show was full of card tricks, illusions and 
comedy, providing entertainment for kids and adults alike. The audi-
ence especially came alive any time kids were asked to join Prestby 
on stage for a trick.  

“The ultimate goal is to (have) audiences be happy and have fun,” 
said Prestby after the show, adding that while the venue and cause 
may change; he keeps his show fairly similar. “If I do a fundraiser 
show, it is very similar, but it’s 90 minutes and a lot bigger stage 
production,” said Prestby, whose Blooming Prairie show was tamed 
down slightly based on length and audience.  

Despite the shorter length, however, Prestby did not disappoint to 
drop a few jaws with his tricks and nab plenty of laughs from adults 
and children. After all, Prestby is no novice in the illusion business, 
as he has been performing tricks since he was a child.  

“I saw a magician when I was eight years old at a Cub Scout ban-
quet,” said Prestby. “I said, ‘I want to do that.’ So, I asked for a 
magic kit for Christmas, and I got it. I started reading a lot of books, 
started buying more and more and the rest is history.” 

Prestby gave up the illusion business for a time after starting a 
family, selling all of the equipment he had acquired over the years.  

“Biggest mistake of my life,” he said, stating that after deciding to 
reenter the magician business, he would have to purchase all of the 
equipment once again.  

After layoffs at the juvenile court business Prestby worked with, 
he decided to take his show on the road full-time.  

“After my position was eliminated, I said, ‘Now is the time for 
me to do this if I’m going to do it,’ so I said we were going for it.” 

Five years later, Prestby is still going strong, traveling across the 
Midwest from his home base in Mason City, Iowa. Prestby said he 
would travel anywhere, by he primarily visits Minnesota, Iowa, 
North and South Dakota and western Wisconsin.  

He is requested at a variety of events including town festivities, 
summer reading program events and school assemblies.  

Prestby is also an ordained minister and said he does a lot of gos-
pel magic in churches.  

“It keeps me hopping,” said Prestby.

Staff photo by James Knoop
Magician Mike Prestby makes a young girl seemingly float on 
a magic carpet during his magic show at the Blooming Prairie 
Fourth of July weekend celebration on Friday, July 3. The crowd 
cheered when Prestby ran a hula hoop over her to show there 
were no wires holding the carpet up.

The heart behind the Fourth pedal pull

Staff photo by Anna Segner
Three-year-old Weston Johnson of Geneva pedaled the tractor the furthest of 
his category, at a distance (double most of his competitors) of 25.2 feet.

Youth race for ribbons
By LEMAR NELSON

Staff Sports Writer

Among the many activities available over the Fourth of July 
celebration, a number of youngsters enjoyed competition at the 
annual kids’ races, sponsored by the BP Boys & Girls Club.  

Approximately 40 children from ages 3 to 12 entered the 
events.  This was the sixth year in a row that the B & G Club 
sponsored the competition.

Four different contests took place, including a foot race, a 
three-legged race, cotton ball on a spoon race, and a kick the 
shoe event. Ribbons were awarded for first and second places, 
and the contests ranged from three-year-olds to kids of 12. 

 All contestants earned competitor ribbons, and entrants re-
ceived icy treats after the conclusion of the competition.  As 
one young mother remarked, “This is a great treat for these 
younger kids, and they all enjoy the contests. I hope this takes 
place every year.” 

Representatives from the local club and Branch Director 
Mary Ahrens organized and directed the activities. 

Blooming Prairie
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Henefield enjoyed serving 
as parade’s Grand Marshal

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor

Attorney Frank Henefield has 
lived in the Blooming Prairie 
area for around 44 years, and 
has been involved with various 
organizations during that time. 

On Saturday, Henefield was 
able to add one more experi-
ence to his list, after serving as 
the Grand Marshal of Blooming 
Prairie’s Fourth of July Parade.

“I think it was a nice honor; 
we enjoyed ourselves in the pa-
rade,” Frank says. Frank’s wife, 
Norma, and other family mem-
bers also attended the celebra-

tion. 
He says he stuck around to 

watch the rest of the parade with 
his family, and also participated 
in a few of the other Fourth of 
July festivities. He savored his 
pancakes during the Lions Club 
Breakfast, and also grabbed a 
bite to eat later at the conces-
sion stands. Of course, he also 
watched the fireworks on Satur-
day night. 

Frank has served as the city’s 

HENEFIELD
Continued on Page 6A 
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Submitted Photos
(ABOVE) An American flag drawn in chalk in the drive way of Cody & Jenny Hendrickson.

(BELOW) Max Hendrickson & Abigail Valentine ready to salute the Honor guard as it passes by.
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NEWS

the Pavlis Leadership Team. Her 
and her small group will fly into 
Ghana for three weeks, and then 
they will fly to Tanzania for the 
last three weeks. 

“I’m really excited! It’s al-
ways a combo of nervous and 
excited, but after all this prepa-
ration, I’m ready to get to work,” 
remarked Jenna with a strong 
sense of positivity. 

She left on July 4, and she has 
been spending the past seven 
weeks hunched over books and 
articles to learn more about Af-
rican culture and the various 
languages she may encounter. 
“They’ve been preparing us cul-
turally so that we learn how to 
better build relationships and 
communicate with the people,” 
explained Jenna. 

“We need to know some of the 
language to show that we have 
a strong interest and meet more 
permanent contacts,” said Jen-
na. “But we also need to know 

about the American culture and 
how we come across.” 

When Jenna was young, she 
visited South Africa with her 
family as they visited family 
friends. This trip sparked an in-
terest in her that was evident to 
her family. Jenna’s father Jim 
is actually a Michigan Tech 
alumni, and he is proud of Jenna 
for taking the initiative to go on 
this trip. “I am mostly excited. I 
think it will give her an opportu-
nity to see the needs of another 
culture,” said Jim. 

While some parents might be 
biting their fingernails as their 
child hops the plane to the other 
side of the world, Jim and Jen-
na’s mom, Pam are excited for 
their daughter. “Jenna is a very 
smart girl. She makes good deci-
sions. She has sound values, and 
she has a proven track record of 
maturity,” said Jim. “It brings 
me peace knowing the programs 
credibility.”

Besides 
c u l t u r e 
s t u d i e s , 
Jenna has 
spent the 
past year 
research-
ing and 
preparing 

for the proj-
ects she plans to implement in 
various places within Ghana and 
Tanzania. These projects range 
on topic and are based on need. 

Jenna is tackling three major 
projects; school education and 
communication is one of those 
topics, particularly the lack of 
science experiments in the vil-
lage classrooms in Tanzania and 
Ghana. Jenna will be leading 
simple experiments in primary 
and secondary schools, using 
supplies that are accessible and 
inexpensive. Supplies might 
include soap in milk, fruit bat-
tery and straw and rubber band 

bridge building. These are sim-
ple experiments that are both 
exciting to children and have a 
science lesson that can be incor-
porated. 

Communication games such 
as telephone and team building 
games will also be introduced to 
classrooms. Jenna and her proj-
ect partner Courtney also filmed 
students from Houghton, Michi-
gan, describing life in the Mid-
west so that they might be able 
to set up a video exchange with 
African classrooms. 

Jenna’s second project is the 
research into alternative fuel 
sources for the Lister Engine 
that was supplied to a clinic in 
Ghana. The diesel fuel that they 
use now is too expensive. Upon 
arrival, Jenna and her project 
partner Michaela will assess the 
possibility of palm oil of Jathro-
pha oil. 

As if two projects was not 
enough, Jenna will also be pro-

posing a way to double the ca-
pacity of water storage for a 
boarding school in a valley. She 
and her project partners have 
been researching 

A boarding school in a val-
ley is trying to expand and thus 
needs to double capacity for wa-
ter storage. Currently the school 
receives supply from a nearby 
village at the top of the valley so 
Sam, Michaela and Jenna will 
research the best way to distrib-
ute the water from there to the 
school.

“Every year a group goes, so 
we are able to talk with past stu-
dents in order to move forward. 
We are the first group to go to 
Tanzania though. It’s a new 
country for the program,” ex-
plained Jenna. 

While this trip is more work 
than play, there are a few days 
for tourism. While in Ghana, the 
group will hit the coast. In Tan-
zania, they will be near Mount 

Kilimanjaro, so Jenna hopes to 
get some hiking and snap some 
photos. 

“I am most excited to use my 
engineering degree to become a 
part of a culture and help them 
develop,” said Jenna. At the end 
of her trip, she will have earned 
a leadership certificate.  

If one wanted to learn more or 
support the efforts of Jenna and 
her partners, visit http://www.
superiorideas.org/projects/team-
africa. “The money will go 
toward purchasing used com-
puters for Tanzanian schools, 
medical equipment for Ghana 
hospitals and potentially books 
and science experiment supplies 
for schools in both countries,” 
explained Jenna. 

To follow Jenna’s journey 
through Ghana and Tanzania, 
visit https://pavlisafrica15.
wordpress.com/.

AFRICA
Continued from Page 1A

Seaser

Child and Teen Checkups are available to 
children from birth through age 20 who are 

covered by Minnesota state health plans such as:
Medical Assistance • Minnesota Care  

South Country Health Alliance • Blue Plus
Call if you need help with transportation, 
interpreters or making an appointment  

with a doctor or a dentist

On top of the World.....

With Good Health!
507-444-7650  

Steele County Public Health

Child and Teen Checkups Program

attorney for around 40 years, is a member of the Lions Club and a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce. 

His family also attends First Lutheran Church. In the past, Frank 
has also been involved with other organizations, such as the Jay-
cees, and has been involved with local economic development ef-
forts. Frank and Norma also have three grown daughters and four 
grandchildren. 

Frank says he has always enjoyed living in Blooming Prairie. 
“We enjoyed raising our kids here,” Frank said. “We have good 

friends here, and our kids have good friends here, too. There is a 
good, active business community and a nice residential community. 
It’s a good town, with a good school system. We’ve always liked it.” 

Frank’s firm, Henefield Law Office, is located on Main Street in 
Blooming Prairie, and Frank says his career here has been reward-
ing. 

In April, Jason Iacovino joined Frank’s team as an associate attor-
ney, and Frank says he will eventually take over the business. 

“In time, I will retire,” said Frank. “But, I don’t see fully retir-
ing for a while. I plan to work, at least to some extent, for a while.” 
Frank says he enjoys being active and hopes to stay involved with 
his community. 

Being in the parade and spending time with his family on the 
Fourth of July, says Frank, is a memory he can enjoy for years to 
come. 

Staff photo by Rick Bussler
Grand Marshall Frank Henefield waves to the crowd during the 
41st annual Fourth of July parade in Blooming Prairie.

HENEFIELD
Continued from Page 3A
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Bar/Off-sale
Entrance available off of 
Main Street and the back 
doors. Customer parking 

availble in our North 
 parking lot.

507-583-7557
340 E. Main St.

J&H Liquors
340 E. Main • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

“CHALLENGE FOR A CAUSE” 

* * * GAMESHOW * * * 
March 1st, 2nd and 8th 

And March 9th is the Grand Finale!
Local organizations compete for a donation.

Bar Bingo: Mondays at 6:30 PM

Henefield Law 
Office, LLC

We will be open, please use 
front entrance as long as 

possible, back will be open

507-583-6663  
415 E. Main St.

Please use front entrance as 
long as possible, back will 

be open

507-583-2200
308 E. Main St.

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Please use front entrance as long 
as possible, back will be open  
50% off Backroom of bargains 

will be open all summer

507-583-7637
330 E. Main St.

A
 T

OUCH of CHARM

Flowers Gifts

Our livelihood depends on your patronage!
  This message sponsored by these Main St. businesses:

We will be open 
Please use side entrance

507-583-6604
402 E. Main St.

We will be open

800-248-3855 
500 Minimizer Way SE

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Use front entrance as long 
as possible, the back  

will be open
507-583-2276 

322 E. Main St.

During construction 30% 
off if you use the front door 
Please use front entrance as 

long as possible.

507-583-7001
341 E. Main St

Some exclusions

Please use front door. The 
back entrance will  

also be open

507-583-4469
323 E. Main St.

Please use front door.  
The back entrance will  

also be open

507-583-7294
421 E. Main St.

Our drive up 
will remain 
open during 

the entire road 
construction

507-583-6688
245 E. Main St.

We will be open

507-583-6691
348 E. Main St.

MAIN STREET MAY BE CLOSED,  
BUT BUSINESSES ARE STILL  

OPEN AND ALIVE!

Please continue to support 
our local businesses during 

the construction

507-583-7573 
138 Hwy Ave S

Blooming Prairie  
Chamber of Commerce

Road construction 
has started in 
downtown Blooming 
Prairie. Main Street 
businesses want 
you to know that 
they are open 
for business as 
usual despite the 
construction.

Please don’t forget us during construction over  
the next few months!

We’re Open

507-583-4431 
411 East Main St.

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes



Co-op awards 
scholarships

Steele-Waseca Coopera-
tive Electric has awarded $500 
scholarships to 17 graduating 
high school seniors in 2015. 
The co-op’s scholarship pro-
gram has awarded $141,750 in 
scholarships since the program 
was established in 1954. The 
recipients are a dependent of a 
Steele-Waseca member and will 
be attending a two- or four-year 
technical school or college this 
fall. This year’s recipients in-
clude:

 

• Morgan Johnson, Blooming 
Prairie, the daughter of Mike 
and Rita Johnson, Blooming 
Prairie.

•  Kayla Johnson, Hayfield, 
the daughter of Tom and Karen 
Johnson, Hayfield.

•  Autumn Story, Kenyon-Wa-
namingo, the daughter of Tom 
and Nancy Story, Kenyon.

•  Ashley Schauer, Medford, 
the daughter of Christopher and 
Gail Schauer, Faribault.

• Dakota Thiele, New Rich-
land-Hartland-Ellendale-Gene-
va, the son of Joel and Michelle 
Thiele, Owatonna. 

• Jacob Hellevik, Owatonna, 

the son of  Brian and Amy Hel-
levik, Medford.

• Brittany Ellis, Triton, her 
guardians are Tami and Caleb 
Korpi, Claremont.

Steele-Waseca Cooperative 
Electric has over 9,600 service 

locations in a nine-county area 
including: Blue Earth, Dodge, 
Faribault, Freeborn, Good-
hue, LeSueur, Rice, Steele and 
Waseca counties.

Bussler named to 
Dean’s Honor Roll

Kyrie Bussler has been named 
to the Dean’s Honor Roll for the 

2015 spring semester at the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia. 
Bussler will be a junior major-
ing in journalism and political 
science. She is the daughter of 
Rick Bussler, publisher of the 
Steele County Times.
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Farm

Collision

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Greenhouse Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY  TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

ExcavatingAdvertisng

3 miles East of Geneva OR 2 miles N. of
Hollandale on Co. Rd. 28 • Watch for signs

June 8-October 1 Hours
M-F 9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-3pm
Sun. Closed 507-889-3271

Ellendale, MN
www.hilltopgreenhouse.com

NOW
OPEN!!

“Like” Us on
Facebook

Bedding Plants • Geraniums • Moss Baskets 
Container Gardening • Vegetables • Herbs 

Aquatic Plants • Unique Annuals • Soil • Mulch 
Fertilizer • Wide Variety of Garden Iron!

There’s a 
better way 

to get 
attention.

Make life simple & place an ad with..

583-4431
bpadsales@frontier.com

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Sale!

30%off

Storewide!

Celebrating 96 
years in Business!

Stop in and see the  
Great New Changes  
With the Same Great Service!

COLLECTOR ITEMS ON SALE. 
Select fashion jewelry with the proceeds 

going to Big Brothers and Big Sisters.

Kottke Jewelers
Famous For Diamonds For Over 95 Years

115 North Cedar • Owatonna • 451-6644
Tues. - Fri.:9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat.: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Famous For Diamonds For Over 96 Years
115 North Cedar, Owatonna • 507-451-6644

Tuesday - Friday: 9-5; Saturday: 9-Noon

Like 
 us on

Remodeling

July 1st - July 15th

News briefs



Grand fourth
Indications are that the old-

fashioned Fourth of July cel-
ebration in Blooming Prairie 
entertained and pleased the 
thousands who flocked into the 
community for the weekend.  
The day, which culminated in 
another crowd-pleasing parade 
and a very entertaining fire-
works display, certainly did 
have something for everyone. 

From the activities on Friday, 
the kids’ races Saturday morn-
ing, the tractor pull and the clas-
sic car show and the entertain-
ment and food concessions at 
the park, it truly provided fun 
for all.  I sincerely hope that the 
event can get enough commu-
nity support that this celebration 
can continue for years to come.

Summer flies by
It hardly seems possible, but 

after the Fourth of July celebra-
tion, a single month remains un-
til the coaches for fall sports at 
BPHS begin preparations for the 
new season. That means that we 
sports writers will have to sharp-
en our pencils once again to pre-
view all the sports in the area 
schools that the Steele County 
Times covers on a regular basis.  

With Labor Day happening 
the very latest that it possibly 
can, all three fall sports will 
have contests before the school 
year actually goes into session. I 
think most of us still are antici-
pating summer activities, but the 
calendar notifies us that is not 
the case, and we will just have 
to adjust to a new regimen. Sum-
mer will zip by in rapid time to 
the dismay of many, but it does 
also open up the exciting poten-
tial for a new round of sports 
experiences. Sad as it may be, 
let’s embrace that new possibil-
ity coming soon. 

Growing old
Without any sports to oc-

cupy this column space, I have 
the opportunity to note some 
other articles of interest in the 
intervening weeks. One subject 
that interests me lately is the in-
creasing longevity of old people 
around the globe. Although we 
hear reports of persons in remote 
areas of the world living into the 
one hundred and teens, we have 
an increasing number of cente-
narians right here in the United 
States.

Many people are now reach-
ing 100, but few live much 
beyond that — so the average 
life expectancy, even in our ad-
vanced country, still remains in 
double digits. But the numbers 
living into their hundreds con-
tinues to grow. On April 1, 2010, 
there were 53,364 people 100 or 
older. By 2060 that number is 
projected to be 601,000. If we 
can hang in there, we may join 
that group (except for old duf-
fers like me). That is an interest-
ing statistic.

Here and there
I ran out of room last week, 

but another favorite entertainer 
passed away when Dick Van 
Patten died in California June 
23 at age 86 from complica-
tions from diabetes. Van Patten 
earned a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame for a long list of 
Broadway, TV and movie roles 
over the years.

He is best remembered for 
his role as Tom Bradford on the 
popular “Eight Is Enough” TV 
show that ran for five years to 
1951 and always ranked in the 
top 25 TV shows. He appeared 
in 12 Broadway shows while 
young, had many guest appear-
ances on other TV series, and 
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LeMar Nelson

OUTSIDE

THE LINES

HometownSports

Submitted photo

Minimizer racer takes 2nd in Charlotte 
Champ Truck drivers speed down Charlotte Motro Speedway during the Fourth of July weekend. Brad Klemmensen took first in the podium race, but was 
knocked down to second place based on a passing infraction late in the race. Second place finisher, Ricky Rude, was awarded first by default.

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued on Page 2B

Panthers finish strong after roller coaster season

Coach reflects on season accomplishments
By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Owatonna’s golf team went 
into the season with a goal of 
winning the section tournament. 
While that didn’t happen, there 
were plenty of positives for the 
team. 

“Everything we do is in prep-
aration for a strong (outing) 
at sections,” said Golf Coach 

Keith Bangs. “That is the ul-
timate thing we are trying to 
work for.”

Bangs said that at the start 
of the season, the thought was 
that with enough hard work, the 
section title was within grasp. 
Owatonna took third at the sec-
tion tournament, with Lakeville 
South taking first and Lakeville 
North claiming second. Bangs 
was quick to note that Lakeville 
South ended up winning third at 

the state tournament. 
“We always try to work to-

ward that tournament,” said 
Bangs. “We had our low team 
score the final day of the section 
tournament. We made a strong 
show. It just wasn’t enough, but 
we left with a good taste in our 
mouths.”

The biggest highlight for 
Owatonna’s golf team was 
watching senior Peter Jones ad-
vance to state and take second 

with a 144, falling just shy of 
the 143 golfed by Moorhead’s 
Dane Sethre-Hofstad.

Three boys received indi-
vidual honors, with Jones and 
sophomore Andrew Wahl re-
ceiving All-Conference and 
junior Gabe Shusher receiving 
honorable mention All-Confer-
ence. Both Wahl and Shusher 
will return next year, along with 
junior Nick Brown, who also 
golfed on the tournament team. 

“We’re hoping that those 
three will put in a lot of time 
this summer,” said Bangs. “I’m 
hoping they will improve and 
be leaders and that the sopho-
mores, freshman and juniors 
will do the same. This is the 
time of year where those kids 
need to make improvements 
and adjustments.”

Owatonna golf

NRHEG baseball

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

The New Richland-Hart-
land-Ellendale-Geneva base-
ball season was a true roller-
coaster ride. 

Bursting out of the gates and 
winning five of their first six 
games, the Panthers seemed 
poised to take the Gopher Con-
ference by storm, but a deadly 
month of May would hurt 
NRHEG, as the boys managed 
only a single win in their final 
11 regular season games. 

“May was a rough month for 
our team,” said Head Coach 
Drew Paukert. “But I thought 
the way we were able to bounce 
back and play some of our best 
baseball of the season really 
showed a lot about the type of 
men we had on our team. They 
refused to give up and kept 
coming to practice each and 
every day, ready to work and 
wanting to get better.”

That hard work and dedica-
tion paid off, as NRHEG won 
once of its most season-defin-
ing games in the first round 
of sub-section play. The 6-11 
Panthers visited the 13-4 Wa-
terville-Elysian-Morristown, 
a team who had defeated 
NRHEG 9-0 in their last meet-
ing, though NRHEG had won 
the first game of the season 
13-12. Looking more like their 
early-season selves, the Pan-
thers stomped WEM 10-4 in 
Waterville. 

For first-year coach, Paukert, 
the season was one of positives 
and met goals. 

“Overall, I felt that our team 
performed well this season,” 
said Paukert. “Going into the 
season…our goals were to 
improve on our record from 
the previous year, compete 
for a conference title and win 
a playoff game. Overall, I felt 
we were able to accomplish all 
of our goals. We finished with 
three more wins than the pre-
vious year, we competed for 
a conference title for the first 
half of the season, and we were 
able to win a playoff game and 
play our best baseball of the 
year in the playoffs.”

The Panthers have a long 
road ahead of them, however, 
as six seniors, five of which 
were starters, will not be re-
turning to the lineup in 2016. 

“We have four starters re-
turning from our opening day 
lineup last year,” said Paukert. 
“We will need to replace the 
top part of our lineup with four 
of our first  five hitters gone. 
We will also need to develop 
some guys this summer in Le-
gion on the mound.”

The Panthers will return only 
one pitcher from last season 
who threw sginifcant innings. 

“If we are able to find guys 
that can get on base and can 
give us quality innings on the 

Staff photo by James Knoop
Coach Drew Paukert has a word with senior Grant Kyllo after NRHEG got three outs in an 8-2 loss 
at Waseca on May 27.  

NRHEG BASEBALL
Continued on Page 2B



By TODD NARVESON
Guest Writer

Race fans kicked off the Fourth 
of July weekend in style with the 
racing at at Chateau Raceway on 
Friday. An excellent field of cars 
turned out to perform on Lewi-
son Spray Foam Insulation night 
at the speedway. There was a 
new winner in the Hornet class 
and the Street Stocks continued 
their amazing streak of different 
winners. 

In the Y-Waste Removal 
Hornet feature, Terry Blowers 
made his return to Chateau pay 
off when he scored the win in 
the 12-lap race. Blowers ended 
Blake Dorweiler’s three race 
win streak. Dorweiler did fin-
ish second with Bobby Blowers 
third followed by Adam Gransee 
and Nick Sillman.

Stacy Krohnberg took the 
initial lead in the Misgen Auto 
Parts Pure Stock main event. 
Jesse Stahl and Ross Spitzer 
were all over the leader and 
Matt Brooks added to the ex-
citement when he caught the top 
three. Anna Brouwers erupted in 
smoke on lap four to bring out 
the caution flag. 

Krohnberg and Spitzer raced 
side-by-side for the lead on 
laps seven and eight while Stahl 
and Brooks remained close. 
Stahl then drove to the inside of 
Krohnberg and stole the lead on 

lap 12. Stahl held on for his first 
win of the season while Brooks 
got to second. Krohnberg wound 
up third with Spitzer fourth and 
Ryan Jacobsen fifth. 

The KIK Graphix & Print-
ing USRA B-Mod feature was 
a caution filled event from the 
start. Seventeen cars took the 
green flag but yellow flag fever 
ensued. Josh Mattick led the 
race while Kylie Kath drove 
from 10th to second in two laps. 
With four laps completed the 
fifth caution flag flew and that 
cut five laps off the length of the 
race. 

Kath took the lead on lap 
five and cruised to his third win 
of the season and second in a 
row. Mattick would finish sec-
ond with Kadden Kath in third. 
Anthony Condit finished in the 
fourth spot and Jayden Larson 
would round out the top five. 

The Power 96 WISSOTA 
Street Stocks have had seven 
different winners in seven nights 
of racing to start the season. 
Zach Elward took the lead but 
spun to trigger a four car melee 
on lap one. Another quick yel-
low slowed the pack on the re-
start. Durand Peterson made the 
long haul from Glenwood, MN 
and took the lead at the drop of 
the green flag. 

Bernie Adams got by Fred 
Prudoehl for third and then 
zipped past Elward for second 

on lap three. Mike Blowers 
stormed from eighth to fourth 
and then got by Prudoehl for 
third. Meanwhile Peterson con-
tinued to lead but smoke was 
emanating from his machine. 
Brent Holland stalled on lap 
nine to bring out the yellow and 
group the field back up. 

On the start, Adams, Prudoehl 
and Blowers raced three wide 
for second and Blowers took 
over. Adams would spin to bring 
out the yellow. Then while in 
second Blowers would spin to 
bring out another yellow. De-
spite the smoke and an engine 
that popped Peterson held on 
to become the eighth winner in 
eight nights as the incredible 
streak goes on. Blowers came 
back to finish second with Bran-
don Vogt, Noah Grinstead and 
Danny Hanson in the top five. 

The Farm Boy BBQ WIS-
SOTA Midwest Modified fea-
ture started with a bang when 
Jimmy Patzner tagged the turn 
three wall very hard and folded 
up the right front corner of his 
car. Josh Ihlenfeld led at the start 
but pushed up the track to allow 
Garitt Wytaske and Jeremy Mis-
gen to flash by. Robbie Franklin 
was up to fourth when a caution 
came out. 

On the restart, Wytaske led 
followed by Misgen and Ja-
son Born. Franklin slipped past 
Born for third and Misgen stole 
the lead from Wytaske. Franklin 
drove past Wytaske for second 
and the yellow came back out 
for a spun Luke Hainka. Frank-
lin would take off on the start 
and took the lead on lap five. 
Ryan Goergen was on the move 
and he was fourth on lap seven. 

A couple of more cautions 
would come out but Franklin 
went on for his second win in a 
row followed by Goergen in sec-
ond. Born had another good run 
for third while Misgen finished 
fourth and Jesse Baer finished 
out the top five. 

Darwyn Karau took off from 
the pole to lead the French’s Re-
pair & Fabrication USRA Modi-

fied feature. Keith Tourville 
gave chase on the top side of 
the track and stayed close to 
Karau. Steve Wetzstein, Jacob 
Dahle and Dwaine Hanson 
raced the wide for third with 
Hanson getting the position. 
Wetzstein challenged Hanson 
on lap seven and got to third. 

Up front Karau ran right 
on the bottom and Tourville 
rocketed around the top side. 
Karau drove away and opened 
up the lead to a half straight-
away as Wetzstein now bat-
tled Tourville for second. 
They were even on lap 12, 
then Wetzstein got the spot on 
lap 15, but Tourville returned 
the favor. One lap later Tour-
ville got too strong into turn 
one and spun to bring out the 
yellow.

The green flag came out 
and it was an epic battle for 
the lead. Karau continued to 
run the bottom and now it was 
Wetzstein’s turn to blast around 
on the top shelf. They were side-
by-side on lap 17 and Wetzstein 
took the lead on lap 19. Karau 
drove past Wetzstein to lead 
lap 20 and edge back out front. 
Wetzstein reeled Karau back in 
on lap 23 to take the lead. 

Karau gathered things back 
up and led Wetzstein when the 
white flag came out. The crowd 
loved this one when the leaders 
charged into turn one. Karau 
pushed ever so slightly and that 
was all Wetzstein needed to 
again assume the lead. Karau 
gave it one last effort but Wetz-
stein came across the line first 
for his second win of the sea-
son. Karau’s quest for his first 
ever win ended in second with 
Joe Horgdal third, Hanson was 
fourth and Jacob Dahle was 
fifth. 

Racing will continue this Fri-
day, July 10 with the ever popu-
lar fireworks night along with 
racing in all six divisions. Hot 
laps are at 6:30 p.m with racing 
to follow. 

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

Students and athletes at Med-
ford Public School are enjoying 
a new gymnasium floor that was 
completed in June. 

Basketball and volleyball 
players should be used to the 
new floor as they are already us-
ing it for summer practices. 

According to Medford Athlet-
ic Director Kevin Werk, the gym 
floor was the highest priority for 
athletic updates. 

“Last year we went through 
an evaluation of everything, and 
the gym floor was number one,” 
said Werk. “It’s used for gym 
class and basketball and volley-
ball, so we agreed to start there.”

The previous gym floor had 
been in place since the construc-
tion of the new Medford school 

building in 2003, and Werk not-
ed that it was simply time to be 
replaced.

“It was one of those things 
that was the highest priority to 
get done now,” said Werk.

The work included fixing bad 
boards and giving the floor a 
new look, and cost the school 
about $24,000. Werk said that 
most of the funds came from the 
school capital account, but that 
aid was received from school 
boosters and locals as well. 

Werk said that while this was 
the most important repair, other 
athletic facilities will hopefully 
follow suit soon. He named the 
football field and track as proj-
ects he hoped to be tackled with-
in the next four years. 

“We want to keep updating to 
make sure and keep (the school) 
looking nice,” said Werk. 

2B • Tuesday, July 7, 2015 • Steele County Times

Sports

These are the results from  the Chateau Raceway
at Lansing for the week of July 3.

12880 SW 72nd Ave. • Ellendale
(507) 684-2100

Used Car and Truck Parts  
U-Pull and Full Service

Hornets
Feature—Terry Blowers, Blake 
Dorweiler, Bobby Blowers, Adam 
Gransee, Nick Sillman, Marissa 
Wolff, Patrick Wells, Josh Schro-
eder, Dan Lewison, Cody Hyatt, 
Ralph Hanks

First Heat—T. Blowers, Wolff, B. 
Blowers, Schroeder, Lewison, Hy-
att
Second Heat—Dorweiler, Wells, 
Gransee, Sillman, Hanks

USRA Modified
Feature—Steve Wetzstein, Dar-
wyn Karau, Joe Horgdal, Dwaine 
Hanson, Jacob Dahle, Damon 
Haslip, Mick Glenn, Billy Stein-
berg, Doug Hillson, Keith Tourville, 
Greg Jensen, Josh Mattick
First Heat—Haslip, Wetzstein, 
Karau, Hillson, Tourville, Jensen
Second Heat—Horgdal, Hanson, 
Dahle, Mattick, Glenn, Steinberg

WISSOTA Midwest Modified
Feature—Robbie Franklin, Ryan 
Goergen, Jason Born, Jeremy 
Misgen, Jesse Baer, Jacob Stark, 
Ryan Wetzstein, Garitt Wytaskem 
Brayten Cisneros, Darryl Hainka, 
Josh Ihlenfeld, Luke Hainka, Bran-
don Dunbar, Jimmy Patzner
First Heat—Franklin, Born, 
Patzner, Dunbar, D. Hainka, Baer, 
Cisneros
Second Heat—Goergen, Wy-
taske, Ihlenfeld, Misgen, Wetzs-
tein, L. Hainka, Stark

WISSOTA Street Stock
Feature—Durand Peterson, Mike 

Blowers, Brandon Vogt, Noah 
Grinstead, Danny Hanson, Kory 
Adams, Bernie Adams, Fred Pru-
doehl, Nick Roemhildt, Derek Lud-
ington, Zach Elward, Brent Hol-
land, Jim Connors, Keith Weber
First Heat—B. Adams, Blowers, 
Peterson, Elward, Weber, Roem-
hildt, Connors
Second Heat—Hanson, K. Ad-
ams, Ludington, Prudoehl, Vogt, 
Grinstead, Holland

USRA B-Mod
Feature—Kylie Kath, Josh Mat-
tick, Kadden Kath, Anthony Con-
dit, Jayden Larson, Beau Lam-
mers, Mike Chisholm, Morgan 
Schrage, Tammy Soma Clark, 
Raey Hastings IV, Chris Bruns, 
Mark Wytaske, Taylor Ovrebo, 
Terry Kohnert, Channing Warner, 
David Henderson, Josh Ihlenfeld
First Heat—Mattick, Wytaske, 
Kadden Kath, Lammers, Hender-
son, Kohnert
Second Heat—Kylie Kath, 
Ihlenfeld, Larson, Soma-Clark, 
Schrage, Hastings IV
Third Heat—Chisholm, Condit, 
Ovrebo, Warner, Bruns

Pure Stock
Feature—Jesse Stahl, Matt 
Brooks, Stacy Krohnberg, Ross 
Spitzer, Ryan Jacobsen, Brandon 
Shaner, Katie Elward, Isaac Clark, 
Anna Brouwers, Jason Newkirk, 
Jeremy Wenzel 
First Heat—Spitzer, Newkirk, 
Brooks, Shaner, Clarkm Wenzel
Second Heat—Elward, Krohn-
berg, Stahl, Jacobsen, Brouwers

had roles in  movies like ”Space 
Balls,” “Robin Hood- Men in 
Tights,” and “Soylent Green.”  
Just another of our favorites of 
the 50’s who is no longer with 
us.

Also lost last week was one of 
the history-making TV comedi-
ans, Jack Carter. Carter died in 
California at age 93, after a life-
time of standup and TV comedy.  
He began his career with a role 
in “Mr. Wonderful” on Broad-
way, but is best known for his 
TV appearances.  

The Ed Sullivan Show, Joey 
Bishop Show and Mary Tyler 
Moore were just some of the TV 
comedies in which he appeared 
in the 50s and early 60s. Carter 
kept performing his standup 
routine until the last few years 
and leaves behind a wife, two 
sons, and two daughters.

Family reunions
Almost six years ago, some 

members of my extended family 
decided that we should organize 
and hold a family reunion for 
uncles and aunts, cousins, and 
children of children. Our first 
reunion was held at a cousin’s 
in Oregon, and everyone had 
enough of a good time that we 
planned another in three years.  

That one took pace at another 
cousin’s in South Dakota.  

This August we will be a lot 
closer to home when our third 
family get-together takes place 
near the Cities in Minnesota. We 
expect 30 to 40 relatives to gath-
er once again to reminisce and 
enjoy each other’s company. I 
don’t know what is planned, but 
it will be fun, I am sure.

I don’t particularly like to 
think about it, but seeing as how 
I am now the patriarch of the 
family, I am especially looking 
forward to the occasion. I know 
that I may not have too many 
three-year reunions left, and I 
don’t mean to let any opportuni-
ty to see family slip away, which 
means a particular heartwarm-
ing event for me. I will report 
once the reunion is history.

There is still plenty of sum-
mer left to reach our favorite 
fishing spots, so let’s close this 
week with a couple of short po-
ems for fishermen. 

Sitting still and wishing made 
no person great. The good lord 
sends the fishing, but you must 
dig the bait. And finally, An an-
swer to this question is what I 
greatly wish. Does fishing make 
men liars? Or do only liars fish? 
You decide, and we’ll talk again. 

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued from Page 1B

NRHEG BASEBALL
Continued from Page 1B

mound, we should be able to 
field a competitive team next 
season,” said Paukert. 

With six leaders graduating, 
Paukert said junior John Hubly 
will need to step up as a leader 
on the field. 

“John Hubly was by far our 
most consistent player at the 
plate and in the field,” said 

Paukert. “He hit well over .400 
for a majority of the season and 
finished with an average above 
.380. In the field at short and 
third, he committed only four 
errors all season. John will be a 
big part of our team next year as 
a senior.”

New gym floor at 
Medford School

Submitted photo

Whale of a tale
Cade christianson caught and released this 54” with a 26” girth Muskie on lake Mille lac July 1. 

4th Annual Women’s 
Open Fun Shoot
Saturday - July 11 - Medford

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: The “20” Rifle & Pistol Club and 

Straight River Archery Club

$10 waiver fee for non-club members 
(You do not need to be a member to partici-

pate in this event.)

Ladies come on out to meet other ladies who 
share the passion of shooting sports! Whether 

you are a seasoned shooter or have never 
picked up a firearm, this is the place to be! 

Light lunch served around nooon and ice cold 
water all day. Lots of fun prizes and freebies 

from our sponsors!

To sign up contact:
Kathy Coonan Noaeill: 
phone: 507-456-7589 

email: kcoonan.noaeill@gmail.com

Peterson makes it 8 For 8 in Chateau Street Stocks
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Public Safety

SHERIFF’S TIPLINE

866-878-7964
If you have information about 
any crimes in Steele County, 

call the sheriff’s tipline. 
You may remain anonymous. 

Former CEO convicted
of bilking health alliance

By  RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

The CEO of a company that had 
been accused of bilking a health al-
liance in Steele County has been 
convicted of theft.

A Steele County jury returned 
a guilty verdict last week against 
Michael Patrick Mielke, 65, of Salt 
Lake City, Utah. He was the CEO 
of Instar Solutions, which had been 
hired to conduct a compliance audit 
in 2012 for South Country Health 

Alliance in Owatonna. 
Mielke took a payment of 

$69,750 from South Country for the 
audit, but never fulfilled any servic-
es, according to court records. 

County attorney Dan McIntosh 
said the case was unique in that the 
majority of it relied on financial 
documents. It was more complex 
than other cases because it focused 
on many documents, invoices, con-
tracts and emails, McIntosh said. 

Another challenge, he said, with 
the case was that people involved 
were spread out all over the country. 

The investigation by Owatonna 
Police uncovered an employee of 
Mielke’s who said he “took every-
one for a lot of money.”  It is unclear 
what Mielke did with the money.

South Country is a county-based 
health plan serving 12 counties in 
Minnesota, including Steele, Dodge 
and Freeborn. It was formed in 2001 
as a way to improve health care for 
members. There are 33,000 mem-
bers in the alliance.

Mielke will be sentenced in 
Steele County Sept. 28. He faces 20 
years in prison and a $100,000 fine.

Police blotter
Steele County

Blooming Prairie
July 1
Vehicle Pursuit. At 12:55 a.m., 

officers were involved with a ve-
hicle pursuit. It resulted in a subject 
being taken into custody. 

Owatonna Police
June 26
Drunken Driving. Police arrest-

ed a motorist for driving while in-
toxicated at Oak Ave. S. and School 
St. W. at 12:08 a.m. 

Arrest. At 6:13 a.m., an officer 
took a motorist into custody follow-
ing a traffic stop in the 100 block of 
North St. E. 

Restraining Orders. Officers 
responded to two violations of re-
straining orders throughout the day 
- in the 200 block of Beech Ave. NE 
at 4:54 p.m. and in the 200 block of 
21st St. NW at 9:19 p.m. 

Shoplifting. At 6:27 p.m., an of-
ficer issued a citation for shoplifting 
in the 2100 block of Bridge St. W. 

Theft. Police took a theft report 
in the 1200 block of Brady Blvd. 
NW at 8:52 p.m. 

June 27
DWI. Police made a DWI arrest 

at 12:11 a.m. at School St. W. and 
Walnut Ave. S. 

Warrants. Officers made two 
warrant arrests at Bridge St. W. and 
Lemond Rd. SW at 12:45 a.m. and 
at 14th St. NE and St. Paul Rd. NE 
at 3:03 a.m. 

Probation. At 4:44 a.m., an of-
ficer took a subject into custody for 
violating his or her probation in the 
100 block of St. John Dr. NW. 

Vandalism. Property damage 
was reported in the 300 block of 
School St. W. at 11:21 a.m. and at 
9:38 p.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash 
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 100 block of Lewis Dr. 
NW at 4:33 p.m. 

Assault. At 8:16 p.m., police 
responded to an assault in the 400 
block of Mound St. SW. They ar-
rested a subject at the scene. 

Child Protection. Police took a 
child protection report in the 100 
block of Pearl St. E. at 8:24 p.m. 

June 28
Animal. At 1:18 p.m., police 

responded to an animal call in the 
1800 block of Cedar Valley Dr. NW. 

Obscenity. Police received a re-
port of obscenity in the 500 block of 
Cedar Ave. S. at 12:38 p.m. 

Assaults. Two assaults occurred 
throughout the day  - at 2:10 p.m. in 
the 1600 block of Mosher Ave. SW 
and at 5:34 p.m. in the 2100 block of 
3rd Ave. NW. 

Hit and Run. Hit and run crashes 
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 300 block of 22nd 
St. SE at 3:28 p.m. and in the 2300 
block of Cedar Ave. N. at 6:57 p.m. 

Theft. A theft was reported in the 
600 block of Bridge St. W. at 10:39 
p.m. 

June 29
Burglary. Police began an in-

vestigation of a burglary in the 400 
block of Hillsdale St. NW at 6:54 
a.m. 

Child Protection. Officers took 
two child protection reports during 
the day. They were in the 400 block 
of Larch Ave. NE at 11:40 a.m. and 
in the 2600 block of 3rd Ave. NE at 
1:09 p.m. 

Warrant. At 4:55 p.m., officer 
arrested a subject for an outstanding 
warrant in the 300 block of Hoff-
man Dr. NW. 

Crash. Paramedics and officers 
responded to a motor vehicle acci-

dent resulting in property damage in 
the 500 block of Cindy Lane SW at 
5:38 p.m. 

Domestic. At 9:15 p.m., police 
responded to a domestic disturbance 
in the 200 block of 18th St. SW. 

June 30
Domestic. A subject was taken 

into custody following a domestic 
disturbance in the 200 block of Rice 
St. E. at 12:33 a.m. 

Traffic. Officers arrested a mo-
torist following a traffic stop in the 
500 block of Adams Ave. NW at 
1:46 a.m. 

Burglaries. Several burglar-
ies were reported throughout the 
day – in the 500 block of 20th St. 
NE at 5:55 a.m., in the 200 block 
of Oak Ave. N. at 7:12 a.m., in the 
1900 block of St. Paul Rd. NE at 
6:47 a.m., in the 100 block of Cedar 
Ave. N. at 7:08 a.m. Police arrested 
a juvenile for a burglary in the 200 
block of Bridge St. W. at 5:57 a.m.  

Suspicion. Officers responded to 
a suspicious activity report in the 
100 block of Oak Ave. N. at 7:29 
a.m. 

Assault. An assault occurred in 
the 400 block of Mound St. SW at 
9:42 a.m. 

Drug Court. At 12:54 p.m., po-
lice arrested a subject for drug court 
in the 200 block of Main St. E. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash 
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 2100 block of Bridge 
St. W. at 2:03 p.m. 

Shoplifting. Officer issued a ci-
tation for shoplifting in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 4:53 p.m. 

July 1
Trespassing. At 1:49 a.m., police 

arrested a subject for trespassing in 
the 100 block of Grove Ave. N. 

Drunken Driving. Officer made 
a DWI arrest in the 200 block of 
Main St. W. at 3:34 a.m. 

Vandalism. Property damage 
was reported in the 400 block of 
Grove Ave. N. at 9:03 a.m. 

Assault. At 9:54 a.m., officers 
responded to an assault in the 100 
block of Front St. W. 

Child Protection. Officer took a 
child protection report in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 3:33 p.m. 

Fraud. A citizen reported being 
the victim of a fraud incident in the 
200 block of Larch Ave. NE at 3:48 
p.m. 

Steele County Sheriff
June 26
Arrest. Deputies arrested a mo-

torist following a traffic stop in the 
14000 block of 42nd Ave. SW at 
10:36 p.m. 

June 28
Thefts. Deputies took theft re-

ports throughout the day – in the 
4100 block of 66th St. NW at 4:45 
p.m. and at the detention center at 
10:24 p.m. 

June 29
Domestic. At 9:44 p.m., deputies 

responded to a domestic disturbance 
in the 5100 block of Lemond Rd. 

June 30
Burglary. Deputies began an in-

vestigation of a burglary in the 8700 
block of 48th St. SE at 2:05 p.m. 

July 1
Warrant. At 10:56 a.m., deputy 

arrested a subject for an outstanding 
warrant in the 100 block of Main St. 
E. 

Drunken Driving. Deputies 
made a DWI arrest in the 2200 
block of 46th St. NW at 7:38 p.m. 

Steele County
Court news

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Steele County District Court the 

week of June 22 – 26: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department

Antonio Patino Jr., 22, Blooming 
Prairie, no insurance, $281. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Daniel F. Battenfeld, 52, Owaton-
na, speeding, $221; Pete G. Bauer, 
47, Nerstrand, seat belt, $106; Brian 
J. Bogen, 47, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Tahvisak J. Dejvongsa, 17, 
Savage, speeding, $121; Ross L. 
Johnson, 45, Ellendale, seat belt, 
$106; Abdullah A. Mohamed, 21, 
Faribault, suspended license, $281; 
Gregory S. Scharf, 47, Cedar Rap-
ids, IA, speeding, $121; Cody A. 
Schwering, 20, Claremont, driving 
motorcycle without endorsement, 
$131; Stacy L. Sloan, 44, Lake In 
the Hills, IL, speeding, $141; Der-
rick J. Torrez, 33, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $106. 

Owatonna Police
Department

Clifford J. Bayless, 47, Owa-
tonna, disorderly conduct, $131 
and 1 year of unsupervised proba-
tion; Derald W. Berg, 67, Albert 
Lea, seat belt, $105; German E. 
Bermudez Dominguez, 29, Farib-
ault, no MN license, $181; Cody H. 
Borwege, 20, Medford, shoplifting, 
$75, diversion program and 1 year 
of unsupervised monitoring without 
conviction; Victor M. Cruz Puentes, 
28, Owatonna, failure to stop for ac-
cident to property, invalid license 
and no insurance, $531 and 20 days 
in county jail; Todd T. Dowson, 54, 
Owatonna, DWI, $581, 2 days in 
county jail, attend MADD impact 
panel, chemical dependency evalu-
ation, and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Jennifer M. Dutton, 37, 
Ellendale, stop sign, $131; Laura L. 
Edgington, 29, Mantorville, shop-
lifting, $75, diversion program and 
1 year of unsupervised monitor-
ing without adjudication; Jamie M. 
Gonzalez, 40, Owatonna, no MN 
license, $181; Haylee E. Kremmin, 
21, Owatonna, expired tabs, $111; 
Jonathan S. Lantry, 28, Owatonna, 
disorderly conduct, $131 and 1 year 
of unsupervised probation; Leah M. 
Lehmberg, 25, Albert Lea, no in-
surance, $281; Tyler O. Prestegard, 
30, Owatonna, speeding, $131; 
Nicholas R. Richards, 26, Minne-
apolis, speeding, $121; Joshua M. 
Sindelir, 25, Rochester, invalid li-
cense, $181; Lennie A. St. Martin, 
35, Faribault, trespassing and theft, 
$311.48, 2 days in county jail and 1 
year of supervised probation; Linda 
M. Williams, 44, Owatonna, no in-
surance, backing on roadway and 
no MN license, $431; Nicholas L. 
Zvorak, 37, Owatonna, DWI, $606, 
30 days in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 192 hours 
of community service and 2 years of 
supervised probation. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office

Scott J. Bjorge, 24, Ellendale, 
seat belt, $106; Rylee L. Burns, 20, 
Owatonna, DWI, $881, 30 days in 
county jail, chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, 208 hours of com-
munity service and 3 years of super-
vised probation; Ana M. Enriquez 
Hernandez, 40, Waseca, no MN 
license, and driving through bar-
ricade, $221; Michael D. Farrand, 
50, Austin, speeding, $131; Cecilia 
Garza, 53, Claremont, speeding, 
$121; George W. Gonzalez, 21, 
speeding, $221; Ryan P. Gunther, 
35, Claremont, seat belt, $106; 

Craig J. Hoffman, 46, Owatonna, 
speeding, $131; Casey L. Jensen, 
34, Owatonna, speeding and no in-
surance, $321; Timothy E. Johnson, 
48, Owatonna, disorderly conduct, 
$181; Mark J. Mundt, 50, Waseca, 
driving through barricade, $121; 
Ryan C. Nappin, 30, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Kyle T. Paskewitz, 
17, Vesta, speeding, $141; Jay J. 
Paulson, 23, Medford, stop sign, 
$131; Gilman E. Peterson, 63, New 
Richland, speeding, $141; Ann 
M. Pickett, 35, Waseca, seat belt, 
$106; Lee A. Shaw, 43, West St. 
Paul, speeding, $141; Jesse J. Siek-
kinen, 20, Cambridge, possession f 
Paraphernalia and Marijuana, $181; 
Steven M. Tittl, 62, Stewartville, 
speeding, $131; Ray A. Villarreal, 
50, Riverside, CA, speeding, $141; 
Kevin R. Willette, 55, Bloom-
ing Prairie, keeping to the right on 
roadway, $131; Erik M. Young, 42, 
LeRoy, no insurance, $281. 

Blotter Spotlight:
DWI. On June 30 at 12:19 a.m., a motorist was found to be driving the wrong way in the eastbound lane of 

traffic on Hwy. 14 in Kasson. Deputies stopped the motorist and found that he or she was intoxicated.

Alleged drunk driver accused of fleeing police
By  RICK BUSSLER

Publisher

A Hayfield man faces a felony 
charge after allegedly leading 
police on an early morning chase 
through the downtown and resi-
dential neighborhoods of Bloom-
ing Prairie. 

Carlos Robert Abitua, 29, has 
been charged with fleeing in a mo-
tor vehicle and third degree DWI 
refusal after the incident July 1. 

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Sgt. Mark Lang saw a ve-
hicle traveling on First Avenue 
Southwest without its headlights 

on around 1 a.m. The vehicle 
turned into an alley between Main 
Street and First Street Northwest 
and accelerated “very rapidly in 
what appeared to be an attempt to 
flee,” the complaint said.

Sgt. Lang visually estimated 
speeds at 50 plus in a 30 mph 
zone. Police continued behind 
the vehicle with emergency lights 
and siren activated, but Abitua 
allegedly failed to pull over. The 
vehicle finally stopped in the 200 
block of First Street Northwest. 

Police waited for additional 
back-up units before taking Abitua  
into custody. Once the driver ex-
ited the vehicle, Sgt. Lang noticed 

he appeared to stagger and have 
some coordination issues. When 
the officer went up to Abitua, a 
strong odor of an alcoholic bever-
age was detected, the complaint 
alleges. Police also noticed the 
driver’s eyes were bloodshot and 
watery. Abitua admitted he had a 
couple of drinks during the eve-
ning.

While at the detention center, 
Abitua refused to take a blood or 
urine test to measure his alcohol 
level, the complaint said.

Abitua faces a maximum pen-
alty of three years in prison and 
a $5,000 fine on the most serious 
fleeing charge.

Police blotter
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Of-
fice handled 265 complaints for the 
week of June 24 – 30. Some of them 
include:

June 24
Fraud. A West Concord citizen 

reported being the victim of fraud 
in the 14900 block of 540th St. at 
11:13 a.m. 

Environment. At 4:28 p.m., a 
man called deputies when he be-
lieved that a chemical had been 
dumped in a field in the 57900 block 
of 100th Ave. in Claremont. 

June 25
Suspicious Activity. At 12:58 

a.m., subjects were knocking on 
windows and walking in lawns in 
the 1200 block of 5th St. NW in 
Dodge Center. 

Welfare. Deputies responded 
to the 100 block of Main St. E. in 
Dodge Center to do a welfare check 
on a female sleeping on the concrete 
at 6:44 a.m. She was gone upon ar-
rival. 

Domestic. At 8:06 a.m., deputies 
received a report of a past action 
domestic that occurred in the 100 
block of 1st Ave. NE in Hayfield the 
previous night. 

Assault. Deputies responded to 
an out-of-control juvenile in the 800 
block of Hwy. St. W. in Dodge Cen-
ter at 8:31 a.m. 

Narcotics. Suspicious items in-
volved with narcotics were found 
in the 300 block of 4th Ave. NE in 
Hayfield at 12:10 p.m. 

Assist. Deputies assisted another 
agency when a motorist hit a con-
struction trailer with a car and then 
left the scene at 7th St. NE and 2nd 
Ave. NE in Kasson at 10:16 p.m. 

June 26
Disturbance. A Hayfield woman 

called deputies at 1:30 a.m. when 
there was a female guest visiting her 
husband at their home in the 26500 
block of 720th St. The woman asked 
the guest to leave multiple times 
however she refused to do so. 

June 27
Fire. Deputies responded to a 

large fire in the 71900 block of State 
Hwy. 56 in Hayfield at 1:19 a.m. 

Larceny. A Hayfield citizen 
called deputies at 10:01 a.m. when 
an alien statue had been stolen out 
of his yard in the 300 block of 1st 
Ave. SE. 

Harassment. A Hayfield woman 
reported that she was receiving ha-
rassing phone calls in the 800 block 
of Center Ave. S. at 12:47 p.m. 

Fire. At 7 p.m., deputies respond-
ed to a baler on fire in the 58200 
block of 330th St. in Hayfield. 

June 28
Domestic. At 1:21 a.m., depu-

ties responded to a domestic assault 
when a female was hit by her father 
in the 300 block of 1st St. NW in 
Dodge Center. 

Assault. Deputies received a re-
port that a Hayfield woman’s daugh-
ter had been assaulted in the 800 
block of Center Ave. S. 

Weapons. At 11:06 a.m., depu-
ties responded to a report that some-
one was shooting in the 100 block 
of Clover St. in Mantorville. Bullets 
or bb pellets were entering a wom-
an’s house and had almost hit her. 

Crash. Deputies, Kasson Police, 
Dodge Center Ambulance, Dodge 
Center Fire, West Concord Ambu-
lance, West Concord Fire and Mayo 
One responded to a two vehicle ac-
cident with injuries at County Rd. 7 
and County Rd. 16 in Dodge Center 
at 2:18 p.m. 

Narcotics. A Hayfield woman 
reported that her husband was tak-
ing their daughter’s medications 
in the 400 block of Main St. E. at 
3:14 p.m. She wanted to have him 
removed from the home. 

June 29
Juvenile. At 11:40 a.m., depu-

ties received a report that during 
the night two teenage girls threw 
clumps of mud at a Dodge Center 
home in the 200 block of 2nd St. 
NE.   

Disturbance. A male party called 
deputies at 1:39 p.m. when a female 
party who was stealing electricity 
was yelling at him in the 100 block 
of Front St. W. in Claremont. 

Fire. A large fire occurred in the 
900 block of 3rd Ave. SE in Hay-
field at 3:05 p.m. 

Welfare Check. A woman asked 
deputies to do a welfare check 
when her husband was doing meth 
and drinking after leaving Teen 
Challenge. There was possibly an 
8-year-old male in the home with 
him in the 100 block of 2nd Ave. 
NW in Dodge Center. 

June 30
Vandalism. A Hayfield man re-

ported at 10:04 a.m. that someone 
had driven around in his corn field 
in the 26300 block of 740th St. 

Larceny. A lawn mower was re-
ported stolen from the 200 block of 
East St. N. in Claremont at 11:29 
a.m. 

Dodge County
Court news

The following cases were heard 
in Dodge County District Court the 
week of June 22 with Judge Jodi L. 
Williamson presiding: 

Avory J. Arndt, 24, Kasson, pre-
viously appeared and was convicted 
of felony check forgery. Arndt was 
sentenced to $2,189.55, 29 days in 
county jail, no possession of fire-
arms, no alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, 100 hours of community 

service and 10 years of supervised 
probation. 

Matthew D. Hoffman, 31, Steele 
County Detention Center, previ-
ously appeared and was convicted 
of felony criminal sexual conduct. 
He was sentenced to $205, and 60 
months in St. Cloud State Prison. 

Samuel A. Bartholomew, 21, 
Kasson, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony criminal 
sexual conduct. The defendant 
was sentenced to $1,075, 90 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, no posses-
sion of pornography, do not enter 
places where sexual materials are 
available, submit to polygraph ex-
amination as directed, no contact 
with minors, maintain employment, 
obtain permission to leave the state, 
no contact with victim or family, no 
access to Internet without approval 
and 15 years of supervised proba-
tion. 

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of June 22 – 29: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office

Randee K. Alikandiel, 48, Man-
torville, DWI, $505, chemical as-
sessment, and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Ashley Brandeland-
Gathje, 27, Mantorville, parking 
violation, $32; Rachael A. Breidall, 
24, West Concord, DWI, $505, 
chemical assessment and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Thomas 
L. Charette, 42, Mankato, speed-
ing, $380; Shawn E. Clement, 30, 
Dodge Center, non-conforming 
vehicles, 30 days in county jail; 
Kish M. Donaldson, 34, Hayfield, 
seat belt, $105; Julio M. Espinosa, 
38, Chaska, DWI, $1,085, 30 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chemical as-
sessment, 90 hours of community 
service and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Laura S. Hendel, 49, 
Nicollet, speeding, $120; Paige M. 
Lair, 29, Kenyon, false claim of ve-
hicle insurance, 6 months of proba-
tion; Amber M. Mills, 29, Kasson, 
speeding, $140; Dillon J. Noble, 
24, West Concord, speeding, $140; 
Andrew K. Pike, 16, Brownsdale, 
speeding, $100 and 6 months of 
probation; Lacey M. Stadler, 37, 
Hayfield, speeding, $120; David C. 
Starch, 51, Nerstrand, violation of 
restraining order, $300, no contact 
with victim and 1 year of probation; 
Crystal D. Thome, 35, Mantorville, 
speeding, $140. 

Kasson Police
Department
Kimberly J. Damon, 45, West 

Concord, seat belt, $105; Brandie 
M. Jacobson, 21, Austin, seat belt, 
$105; Terry A. Kolve, 38, Hayfield, 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued on Page 4B 

                 
                  

  Disclosing active warrants promotes

 public safety and aids in the identifi cation & 

apprehension of those individuals wanted on a warrant.

     ACTIVE    
    WARRANTS

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County.
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Allen Telschow – DWI – no bail
Ramiro Terrones – DWI - $500 bail
Norma Thibodeau – dishonored check - $1,000 bail
Alfonzo Thomas – worthless check - $300 bail
James Thomas – theft – no bail
Carla Thompkins – stalking - $35,000 bail
Larry Thompson – obstruction - $3,000 bail
Nathaniel Thompson – order for protection violation - 

$500 bail
Mario Ticas – assault - $1,000 bail
Timothy Tillman – assault - $20,000 bail
Juan Tomas – revoked license - $500 bail
Richard Tople – DWI – no bail
Enrique Torres – theft - $300 bail
Julio Touchet Campos – criminal sexual conduct - 
$250,000 bail

Jaime Tovar – DWI – no bail
Gustavo Trevino – leave scene - $750 bail
Santos Trevino – suspended license, no insurance - 
$1,000 bail
Dragan Trkulja – traffi c - $1,000 bail
Segio Trujilla – no license, no insurance - $500 bail
Nyatiem Tut – false name - $500 bail 
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued from Page 3B

Dodge County
Court news

seat belt, $105; Robert J. Krych, 46, 
Hayfield, seat belt, $105; Maximo 
L. Morales, 20, Claremont, invalid 
license, $180; Kevin L. Njoes, 46, 
Racine, seat belt, $105; Gwyn B. 
Quiram, 45, Waterville, text mes-
saging while driving, $130; Jessica 
L. Radniecki, 34, Kasson, animal at 
large, $100; Bethany R. Rapp, 24, 
Kasson, violation of order for pro-
tection, $150; David D. Scheidt, 48, 
Minneapolis, seat belt, $105; Bryce 
G. Seljan, 19, Kasson, DWI, $380, 
chemical assessment and 1 year of 

Blooming Prairie
Carlos Robert Abitua, 29, arrest-

ed at 1:07 a.m. July 1, felony fleeing 
and DWI-refusal, held for court. 

Owatonna Police
Christopher Stephen Prince, 

29, arrested at 12:12 a.m. June 27, 
DWI-test refusal, held for court. 

Tyjuan Lavelle Williams, 27, ar-

Steele arrests

tion hearing, body only. 
John Frederick Olson, 62, arrest-

ed at 1:15 p.m. June 30, drug court 
violation apprehension and deten-
tion arrest, held for court. 

Lamario Juquan Sanders, 29, ar-
rested at 2 a.m. July 1, felony bur-
glary, domestic assault and interfer-
ence with 911 call, held for court. 

Jonelle Suezette Hill, 34, arrested 
at 2:17 a.m. July 1, restraining order 
violation, held for court. 

Andrew John Paulsen, 33, ar-
rested at 4:32 a.m. July 1, DWI and 
leaving scene of property damage 
crash, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Edward Chavis Williams, 30, ar-

rested at 2:46 p.m. June 26, warrant 
arrest, $500 bail. 

Tyler Scott George, 19, arrested 
at 11:10 p.m. June 26, felony con-
trolled substance, held for court. 

Mark Anthony Scheidler, 45, ar-
rested at 12 p.m. June 27, warrant 
arrest, body only. 

MN State Patrol
Juan Martin Villalva Ortega, 27, 

arrested at 7:44 p.m. June 29, felony 
possession of controlled substance, 
held for court. 

Fabiola Villalba Ortega, 34, ar-
rested at 9 p.m. June 29, felony 
possession of controlled substance, 
held for court. 

rested at 12:48 a.m. June 27, felony 
fleeing other than motor vehicle and 
two warrants arrest, body only/held 
for court. 

Ryan Joseph Wilson, 25, arrested 
at 5:19 a.m. June 27, felony proba-
tion violation warrant arrest, body 
only. 

Antonio Luna Perez, 58, arrested 
at 11 p.m. June 27, felony assault, 
held for court. 

Brian Joseph Maestre-Reavis, 28, 
arrested at 2:50 p.m. June 29, war-
rant arrest, held for court. 

Aubrey May Hager, 22, arrested 
at 1:15 a.m. June 30, domestic as-
sault, held for court. 

Derrick Lamont Bushrod, 33, ar-
rested at 2:04 a.m. June 30, extradi-

probation; Michael M. Serwa, 50, 
Kasson, seat belt, $105; Joshua N. 
Tamez, 27, Dodge Center, parking 
violation, $32; Kenneth A. Troke, 
32, Kasson, DWI, $1,010, 3 days in 
county jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, 90 hours of com-
munity service and 3 years of super-
vised probation; Kasee M. Walker, 
25, Dodge Center, no insurance, 
$150 and 6 months of probation. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Brandon D. Burt, 34, Byron, seat 
belt, $105; Katiria M. Matos, 23, 
Rochester, speeding, $130; Kari A. 
Samlaska, 26, Dodge Center, seat 

belt, $105; Nicholas E. Slevin, 30, 
West Yellowstone, MT, speeding, 
$130; Walker L. Stanley, 17, Cla-
remont, seat belt, $105; Kayla D. 
Unger, 22, Kasson, seat belt, $105. 

NEWS
Railroad maintenance continues in Blooming Prairie area 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Canadian Pacific Railroad was busy lifting railroad ties and replacing them with new wooden ties in the Blooming Prairie area last 
week. Here, Railwork of Minooka, Illinois replaces old rail ties removed by R.J. Corman Company of Nicholasville, Kentucky. A 
railroad tie is a rectangular support for the rails in railroad tracks. The ties are generally laid perpendicular to the rails, ties transfer 
loads to the track ballast and subgrade, hold the rails upright and keep them spaced to the correct gauge. 

United Way of Steele County receives grant
United Way of Steele County 

has received a Healthy Commu-
nities: Health Equity in Action 
Grant of $50,000 in Year One and 
$75,000 in Year 2 from the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Minne-
sota Foundation. 

The funds will be used begin-
ning in the Fall of 2015 in sup-
port of workforce and education 
counseling for low-income high 
school students and developing 
connections to local employment 
opportunities.  The grant funds a 
collaboration between the United 
Way, Workforce Development Inc 
in Owatonna and the Owatonna 
Chamber of Commerce as well as 
Owatonna High School. “Our col-
laborative initiative will begin to 
address the root causes of inter-
generational poverty” said Tanya 
Paley, United Way Director of 
Strategic operations, “by assuring 
graduating low income students 
career counseling, job prepared-
ness coaching, and access to living 
wage job opportunities in our com-
munity.” 

Dan McIntosh the President of 
United Way of Steele County said 
“We are very grateful to Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Minnesota for its 
investment in our community’s fu-
ture. We proudly accept this grant 
as another step forward on our in-
terrelated strategic paths of Health, 

Income, and Education. Through 
this grant and with our community 
partners, we will empower young 
people to enter the workforce with 
greater job skills, which will trans-
late into enhanced long-term finan-
cial and health outcomes and benefit 
the community as a whole.” 

The grant will fund staff embed-
ded in Workforce Development 
that will be able to serve as a link 
between students and employers in 
our community, enabling businesses 
to meet their workforce needs and 
young people to create a network 
of contacts in the local business and 
higher education community that 
will increase their life-long earning 
capacity and sense of connectedness 
with our community. When asked 
about their role in this project, Brian 
Coleman of Workforce Develop-
ment, Inc. said “We are excited to 
partner in this collaborative initia-
tive with United Way, Owatonna 
High School, Owatonna Chamber 
of Commerce and area businesses 
to assist students in being informed 
about career opportunities within 
the community as well as the types 
of training needed to obtain those 
careers.”

“Owatonna has a rich and well-
recognized history of technology 
and vibrant industry.” Said Jenni-
fer Libby CEO and President of 

Owatonna Chamber of Commerce 
and Tourism  “We are thrilled to en-
hance our partnership with business 
and education through this grant and 
showcase the challenging, exciting 
and nationally and internationally-
reaching careers available within 
our very own community.”

The United Way of Steele County 
is one of only 24 Healthy Com-
munities: Health Equity in Action 
grantees awarded across the state.  
“We are pleased to support the 
good work of United Way of Steele 
County - a community asset that is 
truly making a difference in helping 
people have better options for good 
health” said Foundation Executive 
Director Carolyn Link. “The United 
Way of Steele County demonstrates 
a commitment to broadening the 
way we look at health.” For more 
information on Blue Cross’ grant 
making programs visit bcbsfounda-
tion.org or call 1-866-812-1593.

The mission of the United Way of 
Steele County is to change lives by 
mobilizing and optimizing the car-
ing power of our community.  For 
additional information about host-
ing a paid internship or apprentice-
ship as part of this program or par-
ticipating in a Quarterly Workforce 
Preparedness Working Group, call 
the United Way of Steele County at 
507-455-1180.

Mower County 4-H’ers take “Route 4-H” 
On June 10-13, more than 300 

youth from across Minnesota gath-
ered at the 4-H Building on the 
Minnesota State Fair grounds to 
participate in the annual 4-H Youth 
Exploring Leadership and Learning 
Out Loud! (YELLO!) youth lead-
ership conference. Among those 
4-H’ers were Mower County’s Ra-
chel Meany, Hannah Mueller, Ty-
ler Amick (state 4-H ambassador), 
Amy Boullion (state 4-H ambassa-
dor) and Jacob Mueller (state 4-H 
ambassador.)

The event was filled with exciting 
activities that help youth learn and 
practice valuable leadership skills 
that they will use throughout their 
lives.

Using a youth-teaching-youth 
model, the 4-H YELLO! leadership 
conference is developed and led by 
4-H State Ambassadors, Minnesota 
youth who have been selected to 
serve as spokespeople for 4-H, and 
to educate youth and adults about 
the importance of youth develop-
ment, leadership, citizenship, ser-
vice, and teamwork. This year’s 
theme was “Route 4-H,” and am-
bassadors led participants on a trip 
through the 4-H pledge, each day 
focusing on a different part of the 
pledge - head, heart, hands, health 
- and how they could apply that in 
home, family, club, community, 
country, and world. 

Youth also participated in ser-
vice learning activities for Feed My 
Starving Children (went to three 
locations) and Habitat for Human-
ity (built Adirondack chairs, toy 
storage boxes and participated in 
poverty simulations), and went on 
fun fieldtrips to Big Thrill Factory, 
Grand Slam and the Minnesota Sci-
ence Museum. 

“Opportunities like 4-H YELLO! 
challenge youth to think about how 
they can have a positive impact on 
their communities by focusing on 

things they are passionate about,” 
said Jacquie Lonning, Extension 
4-H Citizenship & leadership state 
program director. “Through these 
experiences, youth have the space 
to think creatively, collaborate with 
their peers, and learn skills they 
will take back home and apply in 
their lives and communities.” 

To learn more about 4-H in 
Mower County, contact 4-H Pro-
gram Coordinator Kristin Krell, at 
507-437-9552and visit the website, 
www.4-H.umn.edu.

Submitted photo
Five Mower County 4-H’ers are pictured above at the 
2015 4-H Youth Exploring Leadership and Learning Out 
loud conference. 

Staff photo by Rick Bussler
R. J. Corman Railroad Group, of Nicholasville, Kentucky, removes 
old rail ties last week in the Blooming Prairie area.  

Staff photo by Rick Bussler
Workers continue their efforts in the Blooming Prairie  area last 
week.  The R. J. Corman Railroad Group (working above) serves 
all seven North American major railroads. 
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LARGE SELECTION & LOW PRICES RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
CashWiseDelivers.com

OPEN 24 HOURS
495 West N. St. • Owatonna • 451-7220

Vibrant Living For 
Individuals 55 & Older 
at a Reasonable Price

1 & 2 bedroom apartment homes 
available now for purchase 

starting at $15,000 or 
lease starting at $572 per month

1 & 2 bedrooms • Cable TV • 
Single-Level Convenience • 

Wifi  Internet

Call Jon Arnett @ 455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE • OwatonnaNutrition and aging go hand-in-hand

Senior Focus

Nutrition is important for peo-
ple of all ages, but it’s especially 
important for men and women 
over age 50, who can dramati-
cally improve their quality of life 
by eating a well-balanced diet 
filled with vitamins and nutrients. 
Though that may seem like com-
mon sense, research has shown 
that men and women in this age 
group, who are often referred to 
as Baby Boomers, are not nec-
essarily as healthy as they may 
seem.

While the baby boomer genera-
tion, which is generally regarded 
as those people born between 
1946 and 1964, boasts longer life 
expectancies than any generation 
that came before them, some of 
that can likely be chalked up to 
advancements in medical care, 
including a booming pharma-
ceutical industry that seemingly 
has an antidote to every ailment. 
A 2013 study from researchers 
at the West Virginia University 
School of Medicine found that 
baby boomers are less healthy 
than the generation that immedi-
ately preceded them, tending to 
be more likely to have higher lev-
els of hypertension, diabetes and 
high cholesterol. Still, it’s never 
too late for men and women over 
50 to start eating healthier diets, 
which can reduce their risk of a 
wide range of ailments, including 
heart disease, stroke and osteopo-
rosis.

The following are a few ways 
men and women over 50 can al-
ter their diets so their bodies are 
getting what they need to live 
long and healthy lives well into 
their golden years. As is always 
the case, men and women should 
discuss any potential changes to 
their diets with their physicians 
to ensure the changes will be both 
effective and healthy.

• Balance your diet. Kids hear 
of the benefits of a balanced diet 
seemingly from the moment 
they enter a classroom for the 
first time, but many adults fail 
to heed that basic advice as they 
get further and further away from 
kindergarten. Be sure to include 
plenty of protein and carbohy-
drates. Protein maintains and 
rebuilds muscles, which is espe-
cially important for aging men 
and women who might find them-
selves unable to keep up with the 
physical demands of everyday 
life as well as they used to. 

NUTRITION
Continued on page 6B
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Glenn’s Motorcoach tours, Inc
rochester, Mn

Departing from: owatonna & austin
call toDay for a DetaIleD Brochure!

1-800-795-8516 or 507-288-1329

Utah Canyon CoUntry Park toUr
nova SCotia & atlantiC Canada
MaCkinaC iSland, Mi
Fall MyStery toUr - all new 6 day toUr
new england Fall Color toUr
waShington dC & gettySbUrg
kanSaS SPeedway - SPrint CUP & nationwide raCeS

aUtUMn in the SMoky MoUntainS
ChriStMaS branSon
Pam Tillis & Lorrie Morgan, A Tribute to Patsy Cline, Presley’s Country Jubilee, A Tribute to Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons

ChriStMaS branSon
The Osmond Brothers & The Lennon Sisters, The Famous Herman’s Hermits, A Tribute to Marty Robbins, Legends in Concert Tribute Show

ChriStMaS branSon
The Texas Tenors, The Famous Lettermen, Dixie Stampede Dinner Show, Charley Pride

a CoUntry ChriStMaS in naShville, tn
hawaii -  CoMPlete Pkg w/air

deeP SoUth texaS
SPring MyStery toUr - all new 7 day toUr!
Myrtle beaCh & CharleSton, SC
new orleanS & laFayette, la
holland, Mi tUliP FeStival
niagara FallS & toronto, ont
nw CirCle & yellowStone national Park
Calgary StaMPede & Canadian roCkieS
grandParentS, grandkidS & FaMilieS to kanSaS City
alaSka - land & CrUiSe - CoMPlete Pkg w/air

Cody, wy & yellowStone national Park

ALL PRICES bASEd on doubLE oCCuPAnCy
onLy A fEw SEAtS LEft on SomE touRS

All of our Tours are Fully Escorted in Deluxe Motorcoaches & Luggage Handling is included.
For More Information or to Book A Tour, Call Today!

Check us out on the web - www.glennsmotorcoachtours.com
Email: glenn@glennsmotorcoachtours.com

“Traveling With The Professionals”

aUg 23 - SePt 3, 2015
SePteMber 7 - 23, 2015
SePteMber 11 - 13, 2015
SePteMber 15 - 20, 2015
SePt 26 - oCt 7, 2015
oCtober 12 - 18, 2015
oCtober 16 - 19, 2015
oCtober 20 - 25, 2015
noveMber 6 - 9, 2015

noveMber 13 - 16, 2015

noveMber 20 - 23, 2015

deCeMber 1 - 6, 2015
JanUary 16 - 24, 2016
MarCh 5 - 18, 2016
aPril 11 - 17, 2016
aPril 23 - May 1, 2016
May 6 - 16, 2016
May 13 - 15, 2016
JUne 6 - 11, 2016
JUly 7 - 22, 2016
JUly 9 - 17, 2016
JUly 14 - 17, 2016
JUly 27 - aUg 7, 2016
aUgUSt 14 - 20, 2016

$2399
$2899
$449
$879

$1719
$1099
$569
$899
$579

$579

$579

$1199
$3649
$2149
$999

$1349
$1699
$459
$899

$2349
$1559

adUltS $449 kidS $299
starting at $5199

$1029

11:00 AM - 1:30 PM

Senior Focus

Including ample low-fat pro-
tein, which can be found in fish, 
eggs and low-fat dairy among 
other foods, will aid in muscle re-
covery, benefitting aging athletes 
as well as those men and women 
over 50 who recently started ex-
ercising as a means to regaining 
their physical fitness. A diet lack-
ing in sufficient protein can con-
tribute to muscle deterioration, 
arthritis and even organ failure, so 
it’s important for men and women 
to prioritize including protein in-
their diets.

Carbohydrates are also an im-
portant part of a balanced diet, as 
they are a great source of energy 
that can help men and women stay 
active well past the age of 50. Car-
bohydrates found in fruits, grains 
and vegetables are the most ben-
eficial, as these contain valuable 
vitamins, minerals and nutrients.

• Don’t denounce dairy. Dairy 
is a great source of calcium, which 
promotes strong bones and teeth. 

Men and women over the age of 
50 want their bones to be as strong 
as possible because aging is one 
of the strongest risk factors for os-
teoporosis.  Vitamin D, necessary 
to effectively absorb calcium,  can 
be found in pasture-raised eggs 
and grass-fed cow’s milk.

Vitamin D can also be generated 
when men and women get enough 
sunlight. Other healthy sources of 
vitamin D include salmon, light 
tuna packed in oil, sardines and 
sun-grown mushrooms.

• Cut back on sodium intake. 
Cutting back on sodium intake 
can be very beneficial, especially 
for men and women over age 50, 
who are at greater risk of diabetes, 
hypertension and chronic kidney 
disease. This takes more than just 
throwing the salt shaker away. 
Processed foods, soups, canned 
goods, salad dressings, condi-
ments such as mustard and ketch-
up and breakfast cereals are just 

a few of the many products that 
may contain alarming amounts of 
sodium. Excess sodium increases 
blood pressure by holding excess 
fluid in the body. That excess 
fluid puts an added burden on the 
heart, potentially increasing a per-
son’s risk of stroke, heart failure, 
osteoporosis, cancer and kidney 
disease. The problem with cut-
ting back on sodium is that salt is 
so often relied on to make foods 
taste better and many people find 
salt-free foods bland. The rewards 
of reducing sodium intake are so 
significant that it’s worth making 
the adjustment.

No one is too old or too young 
to embrace a nutritious diet. Men 
and women over age 50 are in a 
unique position to vastly improve 
their quality of life by adopting a 
low-sodium diet that is rich in vi-
tamins and minerals.

NUTRITION
Continued from Page 5B
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HometownLiving

www.expresspros.com
812 S. Elm Ave. • Owatonna • 507-455-3002 • 800-832-3002

File photo
This young girl is getting her hand painted during last year’s Steele County Relay for Life. This year’s event is scheduled 
for July 18 at the Steele County Fairgrounds in Owatonna. 

Come and enjoy an afternoon with the Steele Waseca 
Drug Court program to celebrate all the success SWDC 
has been able to experience in our first year of opera-
tion.  

Participants have started their Pathway to Recovery.  
They have become employed, found safe-sober hous-
ing, been reunited with their families, had their driving 
privileges restored and many, many more positive ac-
complishments.

There are plans to serve hotdogs and snacks. Kick-
ball and a park are available on-site for your enjoyment.  
This event is open to the participants, their families and 
the public to take recognition of a program that has 
proven to improve the lives of offenders, their families 
and our communities as well as promote public safety 
and reduce systems costs.

The event will take place on Wednesday, July 15, 
from noon until 3 p.m. at Brown Park located at 400 
SW 16th Street in Owatonna. 

Blooming Prairie

Medford

Owatonna

Other counties

Ellendale/Geneva

  
Servicemen’s Club

210 Fourth St. N.E.  •  Blooming Prairie  •  507-583-7884
• Raffle drawing first Saturday of every month
• Happy Hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
• Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 5 p.m.

“BurgEr Night” SPEcialS
No BurgEr Night  
SPEcialS For  7/3 

luNch SPEcial (7/2 & 7/3:  
chili chEESE DogS w/ 

tatEr totS

Celebrate Drug Court’s
first year of operation 

July 7:
7:30 p.m. BP Eastern Star
July 8:
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
11 a.m. BPBL Adventure Club
4:30 p.m. EDA Mtg
July 9:
1 p.m. BPBL Mu Daiku Drummers
4:30 p.m. BP Police Comm Mtg
6:30 p.m. BPBL Family Movie Night
7 p.m. BP AAUW, HS GYM
July 13:
9 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive, Ag Power, Owa
2 p.m. BPBL Movie Day
5 p.m. BP Education Foundation, HS Library
7 p.m. BP City Council Mtg
July 14:
BP Card Club & Luncheon
4:30 p.m. BP Fire Comm Mtg
7 p.m. BP VFW
7 p.m. BP VFW Auxiliary
7:30 p.m. BP Prairie Lodge Masons
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
11 a.m. BPBL Adventure Club
12 p.m. BP Chamber of Commerce

July 7:
9:30 a.m. OPL Tale Time! 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m. OPL Summer Story Time 9:30 & 

10:30
5 p.m. Human Rights Commission, 2nd Flr 

Conference Rm, City Hall
7 p.m. City Council, Council Chambers, City 

Hall
July 8:
9:30 a.m. OPL Garden Time
3 p.m. OPL Adventure Club
July 9:
10 a.m. OPL Mu Daiku Drummers
2 p.m. OPL Indie & World Films 2 & 7 p.m.
5:30 p.m. Owatonna Airport Commission, Air-

port Lounge
6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time
7 p.m. Owatonna 11 @ 7 Concert Series
July 11:
5:30 p.m. Chuckwagon Supper, Village of Yes-

teryear
July 12:
29th Annual Extravaganza, Village of Yester-

year
Habitat 500 Bike Ride, Owa
July 13:
Habitat 500 Bike Ride, Owa
12 p.m. Owatonna Noon Rotary Club, Country 

Club
4:30 p.m. Owatonna Park & Rec Brd, Council 

Chambers, Brooktree Golf Course or City Park
July 14:
Habitat 500 Bike Ride, Owa
Steele Co Commission
9:30 a.m. OPL Tale Time! 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m. OPL Summer Story Time 9:30 & 

10:30
1 p.m. Steele Co SDA Mtg
7 p.m. Steele Co: Co Brd Mtg, Admin Center, 

BR

Mower
July 7:
Annual Water Festival, Jay C Hormel Nature Center
Drop-In Summer Reading Program, GMPL
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery Show: Nick Sinclair and 

Mike Erickson
10:30 a.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: Wake Up 

and Wiggle, Austin Public Library
12 p.m. Special Weaving Workshop, Austin ArtWorks 

Center
1 p.m. Mower Co Brd of Commissioners Mtg
2 p.m. Designing Decorative Tiles, Austin ArtWorks 

Center
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, M/

HS Gym
4 p.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: Free Family 

Yoga, APL
6:30 p.m. Water Aerobics - Session 1, Austin Munici-

pal Pool
7:30 p.m. The 39 Steps, Riverland Community Col-

lege
July 8:
Annual Water Festival, Jay C Hormel Nature Center
Drop-In Summer Reading Program, GMPL
Lyle City Council Meeting
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery Show: Nick Sinclair and 

Mike Erickson
11 a.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: R.A.D. Zoo, 

APL
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, Lyle
1 p.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: R.A.D. Zoo, APL
5 p.m. Grand Meadow Farmers Market
5 p.m. Summer Clay, Austin ArtWorks Center
7 p.m. Austin Community Band Concert, Bandshell 

Community Park
7 p.m. Clean Water Festival: Chad Pregracke, Jay C. 

Hormel Nature Center
7:30 p.m. The 39 Steps, Riverland Community Col-

lege
July 9:
Annual Water Festival, Jay C Hormel Nature Center
Drop-In Summer Reading Program, Grand Meadow 

Public Library
9 a.m. MNSNAP Spay/Neutering Clinic, Mower 

County Humane Society
9:30 a.m. Clean Water Festival/Senior Special: Peter 

Mayer, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery Show: Nick Sinclair and 

Mike Erickson
10:30 a.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: All Ages 

Storytime, Austin Public Library
1 p.m. Clean Water Festival (Family/Children’s Pro-

gram): Peter Mayer, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center
3:30 p.m. Fun with Watercolor, Austin ArtWorks Cen-

ter
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, M/

HS Gym
4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market
4 p.m. LeRoy Farmers Market
5 p.m. Introduction to Drawing for Teens and Adults, 

Austin ArtWorks Center
6 p.m. Brownsdale PL Puzzle Night (subject to 

change)
6 p.m. Teen Movie Night, Austin Public Library
6 p.m. Uncork & Create, Austin ArtWorks Center
6:30 p.m. Water Aerobics - Session 1, Austin Munici-

pal Pool
7 p.m. Clean Water Festival/Evening Concert: Peter 

Mayer, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center
7:30 p.m. The 39 Steps, Riverland Community Col-

lege
July 10:
Annual Water Festival, Jay C Hormel Nature Center
Drop-In Summer Reading Program, Grand Meadow 

Public Library
Clean Water Festival: Clean Water Service Day, Vari-

ous locations, Austin area
Rose Creek Fun Days
8:30 a.m. Clean Water Service Day: Do Dumping/

Drains to River, Various locations, Austin area
8:30 a.m. Clean Water Service Day: River Clean-Up, 

Dobbins Creek and Cedar River locations, Austin
8:30 a.m. Clean Water Service Day: Staff-led Water 

Quality Testing, Various locations around Austin

July 7:
7 p.m. Medford Park Brd
July 8:
4 p.m. Medford Veterans Committee Mtg
July 9:
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 

Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
July 13:
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 

Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
July 14:
Medford EDA
July 15:
6 p.m. Medford EDA (odd months only)
7 p.m. Ft Robert Carlin Knights of Columbus 

Council, Medford

July 7:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl
July 9:
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm
7:30 p.m. Ellendale City Council Mtg (2nd & 4th 

Thurs), Training/Mtg Rm
July 11:
Ellendale Saturday Night Entertainment: Hans Hor-

man
July 13:
6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Ellndl
July 14:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557

Mark Your Calendars 
Bean Bag league: July 9 - 
Aug 13. Sign up At the bAr

JulY 1-4 FirecrAcker Wine SAle 
street danCe JulY 3rd  

8 p.M. - Midnight
“the blue ringerS”

$5 CoverCharge. • 21 And over 
only • ID requIreD

JulY 4th Bar & off-sale  
will Be open 9 A.M.-10 p.M.

Bar Bingo: MondaY @ 6:30 p.M.
July 13 & 27, AuguSt 10 & 24

Meat raffles: fridaY @ 5:30 p.M.

JulY 25 B.o.B, “toYs for tots”
regiStrAtion 9:30-10:30 AM @ J&h 

north pArking lot 
fee: $10 per rider ride: leAve 
At 10:30 A.M. Meal: 5pM @ J&h

Catered by rJ’s bbQ

JulY 6 - oCt. MAin Street 
conStruction J&h 

cuStoMerS, pleASeS uSe our 
north pArking lot
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www.expresspros.com 
507-455-3002 • 800-832-3002

812 S. Elm, Owatonna, MN 55060

Local Family Owned
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
Personal Service You Just Can’t Get From A Large Corporation
When you have had it with the Large Corporate Companies, We offer you a Friendly 

Small town way of doing business. Unlike our World Wide Competitors who rely on a 
contract to ensure your patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976
Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna

email: info@stewartsanitation.com

2 Free Months of Regular 
Residential Service! 

*Call for details

AUGUST ‘15JULY ‘15
SeniorPlace Trip MN Lynx Game – July 12th 

River Springs Water Park Mystery Special – July 12th 

SESSION 6 PRIVATE SWIM BEGINS – JULY 13TH 
Little Tykes Multi Sport Session 3 – July 13th

Movies in the Park “Back to the Future” – July 17th 

OWATONNA’S 5TH ANNUAL WEEKEND OUT  
JULY 17TH, 18TH, 19TH    

River Springs Water Park Weekend Out Special – July 19th 

Session 3 Swim Begins – July 20th 

Little Tykes Sports Session 9 – July 20th 

Little Tykes Sports Session 10 – July 20th 

Adult Co-Rec Kickball Team Deadline – July 23rd  

ADULT FALL SOFTBALL TEAM DEADLINE – JULY 23RD 
Husky Girls Basketball Tournament at Brooktree  

Golf Course – July 25th 

River Springs Water Park Veteran’s Day Special – July 26th 

SESSION 8 PRIVATE SWIM BEGINS – JULY 27TH  
Little Adventurers-Tadpoles Session 6 – July 27th

Fall Brochure comes out – July 28th 

FALL REGISTRATION BEGINS – JULY 29TH 

OWATONNA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
….Students who participate in 1-4 hours per 
week of extracurricular activities are 49% LESS 
LIKELY TO USE DRUGS and 37% LESS LIKELY 
TO BECOME TEEN PARENTS than students who 
do not participate.
Look for OWATONNA’S PARKS & RECREATION 
FALL BROCHURE coming out on JULY 28TH for 
all upcoming activities for our youth!

OWATONNA 
PARKS & 

RECREATION
WWW.CI.OWATONNA.MN.US

507-444-4321 EXT. 3

River Springs Water Park Mother’s Special – August 2nd 
VFW STATE TOURNAMENT AT BROOKTREE GOLF 

COURSE – AUGUST 7TH-9TH 
Little Adventurers-Tadpoles Session 5 – August 3rd
Little Adventurers-Tadpoles Session 7 – August 3rd

SESSION 9 PRIVATE SWIM BEGINS – AUGUST 3RD 
Youth Volleyball/Football Registration Deadline  

– August 5th 
River Springs Water Park Mystery Special – August 9th

River Springs Water Park Family Night – August 9th 
PARK & REC YOUTH PROGRAMS SPECIAL AT RIVER 

SPRINGS – AUGUST 10TH-23RD 
Youth Football Coaches Meeting – August 11th 

Pre-Steele County Free Fair Special at River Springs  
– August 16th 

SOUTHERN MN RECREATION & PARK ASSOCIATION 
TOURNAMENT AT BROOKTREE GOLF COURSE – 

AUGUST 18TH 
$2 DAY AT RIVER SPRINGS – AUGUST 23RD 
Movies in the Park “Big Hero Six” – August 28th

ELKS TOURNAMENT AT BROOKTREE GOLF COURSE  
– AUGUST 31ST 

Youth Volleyball Coaches Meeting – September 2nd 

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS IN 2015

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Call Julie today!  

Call Julie today  
to place your ad!  

Call Julie today!  

Splash  
into  

Summer 

ENTERPRISENEWS

ENTERPRISENEWS

ENTERPRISENEWS

507-583-4431  
bpjulie@frontier.com

507-583-4431  
bpjulie@frontier.com

507-583-4431  

507-583-4431  

Make a 
Splash 

this 
Summer

Splash into Summer

Splash into Summer
Call Julie today! 

Call Julie today  
to place your ad! 

into

into

Call Julie today  
to place your ad! 

Call Julie today! 

Call Julie today! 

Fetch for

Summer

Summer

507-583-4431  
bpjulie@frontier.com

507-583-4431  
bpjulie@frontier.com

507-583-4431  
bpjulie@frontier.com

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Reel in your  
customers

Place your 
 ad today

Place your ad today

Dive

Dive
Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

507-583-4431 • bpjulie@frontier.com

ENTERPRISENEWS

Place your  
ad today!  

Place your ad  
toDay

Place your ad  
toDay

attention
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Living

Owatonna 
group opens
Senior Day 
festivities

FAIR TALK

Todd Hale

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the third and final part in 
a three-part series on Bea-
ver Lake, a 99-acre fresh wa-
ter lake located northwest of 
Ellendale.)

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Over the years, Beaver Lake 
near Ellendale has been one of 
the most popular swimming 
beaches in southern Minnesota. 

The Beaver Lake beach is still 

busy but not as busy as it was 
in the 1960s and 1970s, says 
Norrine Jensen in an eight-page 
manuscript she authored in 2012 
on Beaver Lake.

Norrine writes in an eight-
page report on Beaver Lake: 
“Farmers with their machinery 
were unable to pass through on 
the road because of the cars on 
both sides of the road. Kids from 
Owatonna, Albert Lea, Ellendale 
and Austin (it seemed like they 
came from everywhere) came 
to the busy beach on hot days to 
swim and dive off the high div-
ing board.”

Norrine said sometimes the 
diving board was so crowded 
with people on it, that it toppled 
over with kids and all.

Norrine’s father sold 3.65 
acres of land including the grav-
el pit to Steele County to build 
a park and large parking lot in 
1960. 

Ash trees were planted on the 
beach and the park area and two 
picnic pavilions, a volleyball 
court, a horseshoe court, a bath 
house and a concession stand 
were built. A tunnel was built 
under the road for people to go 
from the parking area safely to 
the beach.

Norrine said she recalls five 
or six drownings over the years, 
the last one being a 10-year-old 
girl from Hope.

The beach is still open for pub-
lic swimming but no life guards 
are on duty. “We wish the life 

guards would be brought back,” 
the Jensen said. No swimming 
lessons are offered currently.

The lake is 30 feet at its deep-
est part and it is “very clean” 
because it is spring fed, Norinne 
said.

Norinne is a record keeper of 
the ice-on and ice-off dates go-
ing back to the winter of 1989-
90.The studies are coordinated 
by the State University of New 
York. Since that time the earliest 
ice-on was recorded on Nov. 4, 
1992. The latest ice-off date was 
listed as April 18, 1993.

Norrine’s great uncle, Ole 
Thompson, in 1902, bought the 
Jensens’ present day farm lo-
cated on the east shore of Bea-
ver Lake from William Ellis. 
The Jensen farm has been in the 
Thompson family for 110 years. 
It is now co-owned by Norrine, 

Ed and Norrine’s brother Stan
Since 1902 there have been 

six generations of Thompsons 
living on the Thompson farms 
by Beaver Lake. The north farm 
is a century farm (1902) and the 
south farm (1911) is a century 
farm.

“I have lived on the east 
shores of Beaver Lake since I 
was one year old and I’m still 
here,” Norinne said.

Beaver Lake is still a place to 
congregate, family and friends 
coming to many of the lake 
homes for parties and celebra-
tions. The Ellendale Area His-
torical Society will meet the first 
Saturday in August at the old 
Thompson boat house.

They came from everywhere to visit Beaver Lake beach

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Edwinn and Norrine Jensen still spend some time at the Old 
Thompson Boathouse located just across the road from their 
residence on Beaver Lake. The boathouse was owned and 
operated by Norrine’s father, Noel Thompson.

Poultry ban
affects 4-H
achievements

The poultry industry in Min-
nesota is facing issues with the 
Avian Flu, which has resulted in 
the Minnesota Board of Animal 
Health determination to ban all 
poultry activities involving live 
birds in 2015.  

The ban includes tradi-
tional county fair and state fair 
poultry shows. This decision 
has affected the way 4-H will 
showcase the achievements of 
poultry project members at this 
summer’s fairs.  

Steele County 4-H is offering 
poultry members opportunities 
during the Steele County Fair to 
bring other types of poultry ex-
hibits to the county fair, to par-
ticipate in poultry showmanship 
and to complete an interview 
illustrating their knowledge and 
their poultry project work.

Poultry exhibits that 4-H’ers 
could be displaying during the 
fair might revolve around the 
birds they have at home and/
or other areas of the poultry 
industry. Topics could include 
bio security, nutrition, breeding, 
by-products, animal health, re-
production, careers, marketing, 
production or a host of other 
topics. 

Steele County 4-H poultry 
exhibits will be judged on Tues-
day, Aug. 18, starting at noon 
in the poultry barn. Come and 
see the 4-H’ers’ displays as they 
visit with the judge about their 
exhibits. 

4-H County Fair registration 
forms are due to the Extension 
Office by July 15; members 
indicate on this form what proj-
ects they are bringing to the fair.  
Poultry members will do the 
same by signing up for classes 
related to the type of bird being 
highlighted in their exhibit – i.e. 
an exhibit on breeds of chick-
ens would be entered in the 
‘Chicken’ class.  At the show, 
4-H’ers will participate in a 
group conference judging with 
others in the same class.

Exhibits will be on display in 
the poultry barn for the duration 
of county fair. There will be 
scholarship incentives for those 
selected to attend the Minnesota 
State Fair and State Fair exhibi-
tors will be able to participate 
in a variety of poultry science 
activities.  

State Fair also offers 4-H’ers 
other poultry related experienc-
es such as a Chicken Bar-B-Q 
contest, a Judging contest (eggs 
and carcasses), Speaking Up 
for Animal Agriculture, Post-
ers, and Quiz Bowl.  A Poultry 
Prince and Princess Contest 
will also be held as in the past.  
Check www.4-H.umn.edu/state-
fair/rescources.html for more 
information.

4-H also has members who 
participate in general and live-
stock demonstrations each year. 
This year, 4-H’ers who present 
an Avian Flu demonstration will 
receive cash incentives at both 
county fair and state fair. 

Steele County’s demonstra-
tion judging happens before fair 
on Wednesday, Aug. 5 at 1 p.m. 
at the Owatonna Arts Center.  
Demonstrations will be repeated 
at the 4-H exhibit building dur-
ing County Fair.

Come check out our Steele 
County 4-H Poultry exhibits 
this year at the Steele County 
Fair from Aug. 18 -23. Or better 
yet, come to the poultry barn 
on Tuesday, Aug. 18 and learn 
first-hand about the poultry 

EVERYWHERE
Continued on Page 2C 

The Golden Tones from 
Senior Place in Owatonna will 
open Senior Day festivities at 
the 2015 Steele County Free 
Fair. Directed by Mary Carlson 
accompanied by Mae Blood, the 
songsters will perform songs 
from Broadway. The group will 
perform in Fair Square Park 
at 10:15 a.m. as the kick off per-
formance for Senior Day. The 
Golden Tones will also perform 
on the same day at the Village 
of Yesteryear Stage at 2 p.m.

*A second Sunday worship 
service on the fairgrounds is 
being planned. “Worship in the 
Village” will be held at 9:30 
a.m. on Sunday morning of the 
fair. The service will be held in 
the traditional style with old-
fashioned hymns and a message 
by the Rev. Brent Carlson of 
Christ Community Church.

The second Sunday worship 
service will take place at 11 
a.m. in Fair Square Park. This 
is a contemporary service. The 
Rev. Todd Buechner of Trinity 
Lutheran Church will deliver 
the message and Trinity musi-
cians will provide the music.

*Rock bands from the area 
are invited to sign up for the 
SCFF Battle of the Rock Bands 
to be held in the fair grandstand 
on Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. 
Six bands will be competing. 
Sign up at the fair office on a 
first-come first served basis. 
Bands are not limited to Steele 
County residents. The winning 
band will receive $500 cash 
and opportunities for additional 
bookings. The Battle of the 
Rock Bands will be followed 
by a concert by Lost Highway 
at 8 p.m.

*Mega-Ride tickets for all 
rides every day at the fair will 
go on sale July 15. Cost is $49 

FAIR TALK
Continued on Page 2C 

Youth enjoy patriotic pony tales at 
the Blooming Prairie Public Library

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor

Just prior to the Independence Day holiday, children at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Public Library had a chance to meet a horse of a different 
color.

On July 2, Stephanie and Brad Bruggeman, of Blooming Prairie, 
brought Chance the pony to the library for story time and a unique 
art project. Since Chance is a white horse, the children dipped their 
hands in red and blue paint, then touched his coat, to make him red, 
white and blue. 

That afternoon, the Bruggeman’s own children, along with other 
youth, served as helpers during the activity.  Before painting the 
pony, the young visitors to the library also listened to stories inside 
the building. 

“It’s a fun community event before the holiday,” Brad said.  Brad 
says that the couple (and their horses) has visited the library in the 
past and that they always enjoy the experience.

Stephanie Bruggeman has her own business, SKM Riding & 
Training. Stephanie says that she enjoys participating in events like 
this and that Chance does, too. Chance, says Stephanie, has a sweet 
temperament and loves making new friends.	 

Chance, an 11-year-old Shetland pony, was rescued from a meat 
buyer’s auction last year through Refuge Ranch Ministries, a non-
profit organization that has become Stephanie’s passion. 

“We rescue horses from kill pens and pair them with youth,” said 
Stephanie. Through Refuge Ranch Ministries, youth ages four to 17 
enjoy one-on-one mentoring sessions as they learn to care for the 
horses and also learn about safe equine practices. 	

To learn more about SKM Riding & Training, or Refuge Ranch 
Ministries, visit www.skmriding.com or call Stephanie at 507-319-
0063. 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Main Street of Blooming Prairie was being rolled up on Monday, July 6, the day after the conclusion of the gala community 4th of July 
celebration. Reconstruction of Main Street west of Highway 218 includes the removal of blacktop by Elcor Construction of Rochester. 
The $2.7 million street project is a joint one between the City of Blooming Prairie and Steele County.

Tearing up Main Street

Staff photo by Laura Berndt
Local youth spend time with Chance the pony on Friday, July 2, 
outside the Blooming Prairie Public Library. Brad Bruggeman 
(left) and his wife Stephanie (not pictured) brought Chance to the 
library for the “Pony Tales” event.

STEELE TALKIN’
Continued on Page 2C 



I-35 Owatonna
Mathiowetz Construction, the 

prime contractor, has completed 
the clay grade sub cut and sand 
hauling for the new road base.  
C.S. McCrossan, a sub-contrac-
tor has completed driving pile 
for the new south bridge abut-
ment on the Interstate 35 bridge 
over the Canadian Pacific rail-
road and is pouring concrete for 
the new bridge center pier cap 
on I-35 bridge over old Highway 
14 (Steele County Road  2/Hoff-
man Drive). 

New beams are scheduled to 
be set in place on Friday, July 
17 on the I-35 bridge over old 
Highway 14 (Steele County 
Road  2/Hoffman Drive), which 
will require a short term closure 

of CR 2 with a detour.
Motorists will see single-lane, 

head-to-head traffic on I-35 in 
Owatonna as well as off-ramp 
and on-ramp closures for north-
bound traffic.

Northbound traffic is crossed 
over into the southbound lanes 
of I-35 south of Bridge Street. 
Northbound traffic will con-
tinue in a single lane, while 
southbound uses the other lane. 
Northbound traffic will cross 
back over to two lanes north of 
Steele County Road 2. This will 
continue into fall 2015.

Watch for detour signs for 
northbound traffic seeking to 
exit I-35 through Owatonna. 
Delays are expected during busy 
traffic times, especially on Fri-

days and Sundays.
Highway 14
Mathiowetz, the prime con-

tractor, has completed the con-
struction of two large box cul-
verts under the new eastbound 
lanes just west of Steele County 
Road 43.  Mathiowetz has start-

ed crushing operations to take 
the removed old highway 14 
pavement and produce aggre-
gate material for road base under 
the new Highway 14 eastbound 
lanes.  Mathiowetz is scheduled 
to begin sand hauling for the 
new road base next week begin-
ning Monday, July 6.

Traffic remains head to head in 
the construction zone, but it has 
shifted from the old eastbound 
lanes to the new westbound 
lanes, which were reconstructed 
in 2014. Additionally, the east-
bound onramp to Highway 14 
from Highway 218 is closed.

The highway will be expand-
ed from two lanes to four lanes 
and is part of the Corridors of 
Commerce state program for 

highway construction in Min-
nesota. The $12 million project 
is expected to be completed in 
September of 2015.

Old Highway 14
in Owatonna
Mathiowetz has completed 

backfilling the new concrete 
sidewalk on the south side of 
the new large ditch section in 
front of Bosch along the Hoff-
man Drive section of the project 
from I-35 east to State Avenue.  
Mathiowetz has also completed 
bringing up topsoil to grade 
along the new concrete sidewalk 
on the north side of old High-
way 14, west of I-35, next to the 
frontage road. 

PCI has completed concrete 
pavement repairs in both east-
bound and westbound directions 
from I-35 to the west city limits 
of Owatonna.  This section of 
roadway is expected to be open 
to multi-lanes in both directions 
by Friday, July 10 after striping 
and cleanup has been completed. 

Crane Creek Asphalt is on-
site paving the road shoulders 
and driveway entrances.  Crane 
Creek Asphalt also plans to be 
completed with new shoulders 
and driveways by Tuesday, July 
7. Traffic was switched head-to-
head on the new concrete pave-
ment eastbound lanes from I-35 
over to State Avenue for pave-
ment removal, which is sched-
uled to begin Monday, July 6 
on old Highway 14 westbound 
lanes from I-35 to State Avenue 
in preparation for new concrete 
pavement later this month.

The work in Owatonna is be-
ing done on Steele County Road 
2 (Hoffman Drive) from the be-
ginning of the west Owatonna 
city limits to the intersection of 
Steele County Road 45 and State 
Avenue.

Construction on the $3.2 mil-
lion project includes pavement 
replacement and concrete pave-
ment repairs as well as improve-

ments for pedestrians.
Additionally, Old Highway 

14 is closed and detoured begin-
ning at the Owatonna city limits, 
which are about 1.5 miles west 
of I-35. The closure will last into 
October for the concrete over-
lay work. Call 507-304-6106 
for additional information. This 
project is being completed by 
the MnDOT district based in 
Mankato.

I-35 in Steele,
Freeborn counties
Southbound traffic is head to 

head with northbound traffic as 
work continues on the unbonded 
concrete overlay project on I-35 
from Highway 30 at Ellendale to 
Interstate 90 north of Albert Lea.

The southbound lanes are be-
ing repaved, so traffic is head-
to-head in the northbound lanes 
between Ellendale and Albert 
Lea. The project also includes 
southbound ramp closures and 
detours. Watch for detour signs. 
Delays are expected during busy 
traffic times on Fridays and Sun-
days. The project is scheduled to 
be completed by mid-Septem-
ber.

The $16.9 million project is 
being led by prime contractor 
Shafer Contracting Co, Inc.

Highway 14 in Steele,
Dodge counties
A repaving project on High-

way 14 on 13 miles between 
Dodge Center and Owatonna is 
set to begin July 7 and be com-
pleted in September.

The $4.1 million project will 
include highway resurfacing, 
grading and lighting. The project 
begins near Highway 56 north 
and runs west to the current 
Highway 14 expansion project. 
It also includes two miles be-
tween Highway 218 and I-35.

 For updates, go to MnDOT’s 
project page at: www.dot.state.
mn.us/d6/projects/hwy14-resur-
facing/index.html

 

and the tickets are available 
only at Hy-Vee in Owatonna. 
Mega-Ride tickets must be pur-
chased by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 18.

*David Smith Jr., Human 
Cannonball, sponsored by 
Owatonna Motor Company, 

will return to the fair this year 
and will be shot over a midway 
ride twice daily at 5:30 and 8:30 
p.m. and on Sunday at 2:30 and 
6:30 p.m.

*A reminder that the fair-
grounds have now been 
designated as a no-smoking 
area. During the fair, designated 
areas for smoking will be iden-
tified by signs. These areas will 
be stationed in various locations 
on the grounds.

*Dates of the 2015 SCFF 
are Aug. 18-23. Check the fair 
website at www.scff.org. The 
fair office number is 451-5305. 
“Food, Fun and Screams” in 
2015.
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Clarification: In the 
page 1 story on ‘Crime up 
sharply in county,’ the 25 
percent increase is specifi-
cally for the first six months 
of 2015. 

If this trend were to con-
tinue, then the expected 
felonies and gross misde-
meanors would top more 
than 520 cases in 2015.

That compares to 400 in 
all of 2014 and 560 in 2006; 
the highest year for crime in 
Steele County.

Orange Julius

RECIPE CORNER

• 6 oz. orange juice   • 1/2 c. sugar
• 1 c. milk   • 1 tsp. vanilla
• 1/2 c. water  • 16 - 18 ice cubes

Put all into blender jar. Blend until slushy.

Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

By Bev Hoveland
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project as you observe poultry 
judging and view the 4-H Poul-
try displays.

For more information contact 
the Steele County Extension 
Office at 507-444-7685.

Steele Talkin’ is a weekly 
column featuring officials from 
various organizations through-
out Steele County. Missy Koch 
is a 4-H Program Coordinator 

with University of Minnesota 
Extension in Steele County.

Ed’s A & P Bar fastpitch soft-
ball team holds a reunion in Au-
gust.

“We feel blessed to have 
lived here in this beautiful, sce-
nic area; the people are so nice 
around the lake,” Norrine said. 

The Jensens love to record 
history and enjoy being part of 
history, too. “History repeats it-
self and you can learn from its 
joys and perils,” Norrine con-
cludes.

STEELE TALKIN’
Continued from Page 1C

FAIR TALK
Continued from Page 1C

EVERYWHERE
Continued from Page 1C

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud
ABOVE: This is the way part of 
the shoreline at Beaver Lake 
still looks. Beaver Lake, which 
covers 99 acres, is the only 
fresh water lake remaining in 
Steele County.
ABOVE RIGHT: The Beaver 
Lake Pop Stand serves as 
a concession spot at the 
Steele County Fair. Here, 
two Ellendale High School 
graduates, Judy Lestrud, left, 
and Cindi Hansen visit the 
stand at the fairgrounds.

 Submitted photo
The Thompson Boat House at Beaver Lake was a popular gathering spot for many local fisheryen. 
In this photo, boat rental owner Noel Thompson (in straw hat) can be seen at the middle of the 
photo. 

Update on Minnesota road work in the region
STREET

TALK

Mike Dougherty
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MedfordLiving

Weekly crossword on Page 4D

By SHANNON KINLEY
County Staff Writer 

Water aerobic classes are of-
ten thought of as being a super 
intense workout with a very high 
difficulty level. However, the 
water aerobics class at the Med-
ford Pool is far from that. 

“It is more of a relaxed water 
aerobics class. I’ve heard a lot of 
people talk about other classes 
where you can’t talk, but you can 
make this what you want of it,” 
said pool manager Olivia Full. 
“You can make it really difficult 
or easy going; it just depends on 
your personal preference.”

Full has been the pool man-
ager for three summers now, 
but says the class was going on 
when she started working at the 
pool five years ago. 

The first class was held Mon-
day, June 8, and runs Monday 
through Thursday from 8 to 9 
a.m. or 8 to 9 p.m. through the 
end of August. 

The class is set up so partici-

pants can come and go as they 
please; Participants can attend 
sessions that fit in with their 
schedule with each session cost-
ing $2. 

Full says she enjoys teaching 
the course not only for the exer-
cise, but also because it is a time 
to hang out and socialize with 
the participants. 

“I like hearing all the stuff 
they have to talk about. In the 
morning I learn a lot about how 
to garden,” she said. “I know 
most of the people that come 
and just being able to catch up 
with them is fun. It is fun see-
ing them come back each sum-
mer, and we have a whole years’ 
worth of stuff to catch up on.” 

Typically the morning ses-
sions are busier than the evening 
sessions with around 10 to 12 
participants versus seven to 10 
participants. 

There are five instructors of 
the class, all of whom are the 
pool’s lifeguards. The class 
starts out with a warm up with 

exercises such as running or 
walking back and forth or grape-
vines in the pool. Then partici-
pants line up against the wall to 
do stretches and wall exercises. 

Then the group gathers in a cir-
cle to do various exercises such 
as different jumps and twists and 
some participants choose to add 
jugs or noodles for resistance to 

increase the exercise’s difficulty 
level. The class finishes off with 
exercises in the deep end of the 
pool and 10 minutes of free time 
to wind down. 

“We really like the pool, espe-
cially for the children, because 
there is not a whole lot else to 
do in Medford. We don’t have 
gyms, workout clubs or orga-
nized groups so this is a really 
nice option for those who don’t 
want to drive to Owatonna or 
Faribault every day,” Full said. 

Tuesdays and Fridays are 
open swim days so if partici-
pants wish to do exercises on 
their own, they can; otherwise 
a lifeguard or two is present to 
help lead the traditional class. 

Full recommends the course 
because, “It is easy to come and 
socialize, especially if you are 
from town or know the people 
that come. It is not super expen-
sive, and it is more of a let’s go 
together thing than a let’s go kill 
ourselves at the gym.”

This year is participant Judy 

Schultz’s first time attending the 
course. So far she has been to 
every class and plans to continue 
attending five times a week. 

“I need exercise, fresh wa-
ter, fresh air and the people are 
nice… it is fun,” she said. 

So far Schultz has enjoyed the 
exercise aspect as well as social-
izing with the other people and 
instructors.

Even though Schultz has not 
taken a water aerobics class pre-
viously, she finds this one to be 
pretty easy. “It is not very dif-
ficult. It is very easy if you just 
take your time, go slow and at 
your own pace,” she said. 

The most challenging part 
of the class for her has been 
keeping her balance in the wa-
ter while doing the exercises. 
Schultz hopes that by taking the 
course, she will be able to lose 
some weight. 

This is participant Suzanne 
Thofson’s second year do-
ing the class. She, similarly to 
Schultz, also tries to attend the 

class five days a week but some-
times comes in the mornings and 
sometimes in the evenings, de-
pending on how she is feeling. 

Thofson says she enjoys the 
class because, “It is good exer-
cise and it is easy on the joints. 
The camaraderie of the group 
makes it a lot of fun.” 

She recommends the class 
because it is a chance to spend 
some time outdoors while im-
proving your health. She also 
says the class is set up so that 
anyone can participate, no mat-
ter what level they are at. 

“I think it is kind of geared for 
all levels. You can do the exer-
cises to be more advanced by 
using resistance, or you don’t 
have to. It is geared at your pace, 
which is really nice,” Thofson 
said. 

Thofson plans to keep attend-
ing the course regularly through-
out the summer and hopes to see  
better muscle tone when it is 
over. 

Straight River Days; annual celebration began in early 1970s
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Water aerobics more than just exercise at the Medford Pool 

For more than four decades, 
Straight River Days have been 
held in Medford each June. The 
annual celebration brings hun-
dreds of people of all ages to 
the community. Let’s see how 
this all began.

The Medford Civic Club 
was formed in the 1960s by a 

brought into the organization 
and membership grew to about 
100 members.

Early in 1971, Frank Woodfill 
appeared before the city coun-
cil, and requested that some 
type of community celebration 
be held that summer to coincide 
with the planned dedication of 
the recently completed Medford 
waste treatment facility. The 
council asked the Civic Club to 
take on the project, which they 
agreed to do, and the date was 
set for June 3.

A “coordinating committee” 
was set up headed by Frank 
Woodfill, Joe Mueller and 
Chuck Ripley. Don Clem-
mensen suggested that a “canoe 
derby” be held to promote 
the Straight River and given 
the responsibility for organiz-

ing it. Paul Mueller felt it was 
necessary to have some sort of 
a parade, and he was appointed 
to work out the details for that 
event. A flea market, kiddie 
carnival, and an evening street 
dance were also planned for the 
day-long celebration.

Through his many years of 
active Democratic Party in-
volvement, Frank Woodfill had 
come to know many famous 
state and national political 
figures. He contacted then U.S. 
Senator, Walter F. Mondale, 
who accepted the invitation to 
serve as main speaker at the late 
morning dedication. Twin Cit-
ies media as well as hundreds 
of people came to Medford to 
attend the festivities that first 
Saturday in June.

The event was so successful 
that the Civic Club decided to 
make it an annual community 
celebration. The canoe derby 
grew into one of the largest 
events of its kind in Minnesota. 
By 1975, more than 450 canoe-
ists were involved in a variety 
of amateur, professional, and 
“powder puff” races. The lon-
gest, started at the Morehouse 
Park dam in Owatonna and 
ended at Straight River Park in 
Medford; a distance of more 
than eight miles.

By the mid-1980s, lack of 
rental canoes and increasing 
insurance rates forced the Civic 
Club to scale back the number 
of river events offered. Flea 
markets, softball, volleyball and 
horseshoe tournaments, water 
fights, dunk tanks, “rubber-
duck” races, tugs-of-war, bingo 
games, “mud” races, sky-diving 
exhibitions, and tractor-pulls 
are some of the many different 
events that have been enjoyed 
by participants and spectators.

Staffed entirely by volun-
teers, the celebration through 
the years has helped raise thou-
sands of dollars for worthwhile 
community projects as well as 
scholarships for local students. 
Some of the proceeds have also 
gone toward helping Straight 
River Park with a skating rink, 
softball diamond, basketball 
and tennis courts, horseshoe 
pits, playground equipment, a 
pavilion, outdoor swimming 
pool and canoe landing. 

In recent years a new gen-
eration of active volunteers 
has come forward to keep 
Medford’s annual community 
celebration alive and going. A 
queen-contest, huge parade, 
street-dance, and free-entertain-
ment in the park highlighted 
some of the many events that 
were held again this year. 

group of local business leaders 
interested in doing whatever 
they could to promote the com-
munity. They held informal 
meetings and social gatherings, 
at which they discussed the 
progress and future economic 
growth of Medford. Eventually, 
non-business people were also 

ANOTHER 
TIME

John Gross

Staff photo by Shannon Kinley
Diane Glienke does a twisting 
exercise during a water 
aerobics class at Medford 
Pool on Wednesday, June 10.
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OwatonnaLiving
Historical Society hosts Extravaganza and Chuckwagon Supper

Make the Steele County Historical 
Society’s Extravaganza your destination 
Sunday, July 12 for a family fun day, 
featuring re-enacted old west shootouts 
and scenarios, old time hand crafts, mu-
sical entertainment, an antique tractor 
show, wool spinning, printing, basket 
weaving, wood working demonstra-
tions, clothes washing demonstrations, 
leatherworking, face painting with 
Brandy Wilker, Steve Hansen returning 
as Digger to reprise his role, and more. 
Also returning this year; visit with Lar-
ry Richie as he teaches you how bricks 
were made for early construction. Chil-
dren will get a chance to actually make 
a brick to take home.

New this year: Re-enactors will be 
portraying American fur-traders from 
the late 1700’s to the early 1800’s.  
Mountain men, Voyageurs, and Na-
tive Americans gathered once a year to 
trade goods at an event called a Ren-
dezvous. A “temporary town” was set 
up to accommodate for the majority of 
deal making and trading. See re-enac-
tors dressed in period correct clothing 
and displaying their wares of how they 
would have lived then. Come listen and 
learn about a way of life in early time.  

Throughout the day have your fill of 
Sloppy Joe’s, locally-made brats, pork 
burgers, ice cream, cake, old fashioned 
soda floats, kolaches, and other tasty 
treats. Games and crafts for kids will be 
offered in the school house and yard by 

our local Girl Scout Troops. 
Vintage Baseball returns with the 

game being played at 3 pm. Watch 
the Rochester Roosters take on the 
Owatonna Owls in an authentic game, 
circa 1860. Cheer on our local players. 
We are looking for more participants, 
so if you’re interested in playing, please 
call Jerry Besser at 451-5196 by July 
8th.

Enjoy the 12th Annual Antique Trac-
tor Show with a parade of tractors, 
“slow race”, and skills driving contests, 
and the opportunity to vote for your fa-
vorite tractor. (If you are interested in 
displaying your tractor please call our 
office at 451-1420). The Tractor Parade 
will be featured at 2:30. 

Extravaganza features a full day of 
entertainment for you to enjoy. The 
Cannon Old West Society will be 
performing throughout the day with 
wild-west action and scenarios. Re-
turning favorites, Dunnell Lenort and 
the KC Men’s Choir will all be back 
for your listening pleasure, along with 
the Adam Lindquist in his portrayal of 
Teddy Roosevelt and the Sunday Punch 
Quartet. New this year is a special per-
formance by Fox & Coyote with Ryan 
Evans. (Please see the schedule for per-
formance times.)

This Extravaganza of activities takes 
place in Owatonna’s Village of Yes-
teryear, 1448 Austin Road, located 
on the southeast corner of the Steele 

County fairgrounds. The event runs 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission is 
FREE. Exhibits include a 19-structure 
pioneer village. The Village includes 
the 1868-69 Dunnell House, Carriage 
House, Print Shop, Schoolhouse, Gen-
eral Store, Saco Church, Firehall, two 
cabins, a train depot, Gus’ Station, 
caboose, blacksmith shop, the origi-
nal Owatonna Town Hall, and a Mu-
seum of Professions. There will also be 
FREE admission to the History Center 
located at 1700 Austin Road. The His-
tory Center is currently featuring three 
exhibits; “Steele County in the Vietnam 
War”, “Welcome to Ellendale”, and the 
Steele County portion of “Coming of 

Age:1968.” 
Don’t miss our 

Tenth Annual 
Chuckwagon Sup-
per. This special 

evening of entertainment is set for 
Saturday, July 11, with entertainment 
from 5:30 p.m. till 7:30 p.m. and sup-
per served from 5:30 till 7 p.m. Cowboy 
fare will include shredded pork sand-
wiches, calico beans, Superior Catering 
Potato Salad and bars, 1919 Rootbeer, 
and all the fixings. Tickets are $15 per 
person with children 6 and under free 
with a paying adult. This year’s great 
entertainment is Cowboy Musician, 
Lonesome Ron. The supper is spon-
sored by Randall’s License Bureau and 
Cashwise Liquor. Space is limited so 
get your tickets early. Tickets are avail-
able at SCHS, Kottke Jewelers, and Tri 
M Graphics.

“We are really looking forward to 
this year’s Chuckwagon Supper and 
Extravaganza. We have a lot of great 
entertainment for our guests on both 
days. The Chuckwagon Supper is a 

great family evening with supper now 
being served in the History Center. Ex-
travaganza is full of fun and activity, 
with lots of entertainment, great food, 
and things to see and do. We’re thrilled 
to be celebrating 29 years of this won-
derful event, and we welcome everyone 
to enjoy our beautiful Village and the 
History Center on this great day!” said 
SCHS Director, Laura Resler.

Extravaganza is graciously spon-
sored by the following businesses: Pre-
mier Event Sponsor: Randall’s License 
Bureau. Other sponsors are: TPS Insur-
ance, Owatonna Shoe, Ag Power Im-
plement, Central Valley Co-op, Legacy 
Signs, Tri M Graphics, Owatonna Park 
and Rec, Amesbury Truth, Brenda Bed-
nar: American Mortgage Equity Con-
sultants, Inc. and Larry’s Liquor.

The Steele County Historical Society 
operates the Village of Yesteryear May 
1 through September 30 with guided 
tours offered daily at 1:30 Tuesdays 
through Sundays. Adults $5, children 
7-16 $3.00, children 6 and under ac-
companied by an adult, free. Group 
tours, and other tour times are available 
by appointment. The History Center is 
open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 10-4, Thursday from 10 - 8, and 
Saturday from 10-3. Admission to the 
Center is the same as for a Village tour, 
with a discount of $2 if you do both the 
tour and History Center. SCHS mem-
bers get free admission to the Center. 
For more information call 507-451-
1420, or check our website at www.
steelehistorymuseum.org. Follow us on 
Facebook.

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Be a part of the 

 Solution.

it iSn’t harmleSS

Visit us online: steelecountysafeanddrugfree.com

Empowering Youth to Choose  
a ChemiCal Free Lifestyle

2015 Extravaganza Entertainment Schedule
11 a.m.	 Flag raising ceremony
		  KC Men’s Choir		
11:40 a.m.	 NEW!	 Rendezvous Demonstration 
12  p.m.	 Cannon Old West Society Scenario
12:30-1 p.m.	 NEW!	 President Roosevelt -1912 Progressive Party 
		  visit to Owatonna 
1 p.m.		 Dunnell Lenort 						    

    2 p.m.		 Cannon Old West Society scenario
2:15 p.m. 	 NEW! Fox and Coyote- Ryan Evans 
2:30 p.m.	 Tractor Parade
3 p.m.		 Cannon Old West Society
3 p.m. 	 Vintage Baseball Game		
3:15 p.m.	 Sunday Punch Quartet		   
4 p.m. 	 Cannon Old West Society Scenario
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History from the news archives

Advertising

Advertising

Accountants

Certified Public Accountants
Tamzen R. Johnson

Certified Public Accountant
319 East Main • Blooming Prairie

888- 933-6828 • Fax: 507- 583-2389

Steele County Times Professional Directory

Automotive

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction & Remodeling
J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.

Siding & Windows
Lic. #20533878

•Maintenance Free Siding
•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum

•Custom Trim Work
•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters

•Lifetime Warranty
For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Insurance

Holman Insurance Agency
For all your insurance needs

Keith & Carol Holman
421 E. Main Street

• 507- 583-7294 •

Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

Lumberyard

413 West Main St. • Geneva • 507-256-0045

For all your Lumberyard & Home Design/Drafting needs. 
Stop in and see Jon or Tait today!

Garbage

319 2nd St. SW • Blooming Prairie
507-583-7562

William P. Walsh, Owner
“A family-owned, hometown business 
operated locally for over 45 years.”

Residential & Business Hauling

Video Production

Dear Savvy Senior,
I plan to apply for my Social 

Security benefits in September. 
When can I expect my first 
check? And, is direct deposit 
my only option for receiving 
my monthly payment?

Almost Eligible 

Dear Almost,
Generally, Social Security 

retirement benefits (as well as 
disability and survivor benefits) 
are paid in the month after the 
month they are due. So, if you 
apply for your Social Security 
benefits in September, you will 
receive your September benefits 
in October. 		

The day of the month you 
receive your benefit payment, 
however, will depend on either 
your birthdate, or the birth-
date of the person whose work 
record you’re receiving benefits 
on.

If you’re applying for benefits 
as a retired worker, your benefit 
payment day will be determined 
by your own birthdate. But if 
you’re applying for spousal or 
survivors benefits based on your 
spouse’s or (if you were married 
at least 10 years) ex-spouse’s 
work record, your benefit pay-
ment date will be determined 
by his or her birthdate. Here’s 
the schedule of when you can 

expect to receive your monthly 
check:

•Birthdate is 1st through 10th 
of month: Payment day is sec-
ond Wednesday of each month.

•Birthdate is 11th through 
20th of month: Payment day is 
third Wednesday of each month.

•Birthdate is after the 20th 
of the month: Payment day 
is fourth Wednesday of each 
month.

There are, however, a few 
exceptions to this schedule. For 
example, if the day your Social 
Security check is supposed to 
be deposited happens to be a 
holiday, your check will be 
deposited the previous day. 
And, if you are receiving both 
Social Security benefits and SSI 
payments, your Social Security 
check will be deposited on the 
third day of the month. 

You should also know that 
Social Security beneficiaries 
who started receiving benefits 
before 1997, their Social Secu-
rity checks are paid on the third 

day of the month. 
To get a complete schedule of 

2015 payment dates, visit ssa.
gov/pubs/EN-05-10031-2015.
pdf.

Direct deposit delivery
There are two ways you can 

receive your Social Security 
benefits today. Most beneficia-
ries choose direct deposit into 
their bank or credit union ac-
count because it’s simple, safe 
and secure. But, if you don’t 
like this option or if you don’t 
have a bank account that your 
payments can be deposited into, 
you can get a Direct Express 
Debit MasterCard and have 
your benefits deposited into 
your card’s account. 

This card can then be used 
to get cash from ATMs, banks 
or credit union tellers, pay bills 
online and over the phone, 
make purchases at stores or 
locations that accept Debit 
MasterCard and get cash back 
when you make those purchas-
es, and purchase money orders 

at the U.S. Post Office. The 
money you spend or withdraw 
is automatically deducted from 
your account. And you can 
check your balance any time by 
phone, online or at ATMs.  

There’s also no cost to sign 
up for the card, no monthly fees 
and no overdraft charges. There 
are, however, a few small fees 
for optional services you need 
to be aware of, like multiple 
ATM withdrawals. Currently, 
cardholders get one free ATM 
withdrawal per month, but addi-

tional monthly withdrawals cost 
85 cents each, not including a 
surcharge if you use a non-net-
work ATM. To learn more about 
the Direct Express Debit Mas-
terCard, visit usdirectexpress.
com or call 800-333-1795.

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, 

or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the 

NBC Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

When and how social security checks are delivered

10 Years Ago
Elise Slinger, Editor

July 5, 2005

Eric Kaplan, 21, of Blooming 
Prairie, died Thursday, June 30 
as a result of injuries sustained 
in an automobile accident, south 
of Owatonna. 

Mass of Christian burial was 
held Sunday, July 3, 2005 at 
2:30 pm at Holy Trinity Cem-
etery in Somerset Township, 
rural Steele County.

As of July 1, the Blooming 
Prairie Boys & Girls Club is an 
official branch of the Rochester 
Boys and Girls Club Organiza-
tion.

In an effort to save money 
and keep their churches open, 

the United Methodist Church 
of Blooming Prairie, Lansing, 
Brownsdale and Sargeant, have 
decided to pool their resources 
and share two new pastors. 
The Rev. Debbie King Quale 
of Stewartville and the Rev. 
Jim Purdham of Sargeant will 
take on the role of co-pastors of 
these four small towns.

20 Years Ago
Elise Slinger, Editor

July 4, 1995

Anna Thompsen, 82, of 
Blooming Prairie, died June 29, 
1995 at her home, 520 Main 
Street East. 

She was born Jan. 14, 1913, 
in Ellendale to Robert and Fran-

ces (Pechachek) Smith.
More than 60 Blooming 

Prairie youths and their caregiv-
ers witnessed the appearance 
of trolls in the City Center last 
week.

Through funding provided 
by SELCO and the Blooming 
Prairie Library, The Rochester 
Masque Youth Theater and 
School entertained area kids 
with several short skits based 
on troll stories from around 
the world during the library’s 
“Sky’s the Limit” special pro-
gram Wednesday.

Jody Ann Krell, River Falls, 
Wis., became the bride of Mar-
tin James Groell of River Falls, 
Wis., on March 18 at First Lu-
theran Church, Blooming Prai-

rie. The Rev. Clifford Schroeder 
officiated at the late afternoon 
double-ring ceremony.

50 Years Ago
Victor Vernon, and Vyrle 

Krejci, Editors
July 8, 1965

Announcement is made of the 
engagement of Jacqueline Kay 
Karaus, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Karaus of Ellen-
dale, to Edward E. Winzenburg, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Merrill 
Winzenburg of Blooming 
Prairie.

The libraries in the Bloom-
ing Prairie school system will 
be open for public use during 
the summer months, it was an-

nounced this week by Supt. M. 
McFarlin.

Mrs. Leonard H. (Netha) 
Grant, well-known Corning 
resident, passed away Saturday, 
July 3, at Raymond’s Nursing 
Home in Austin, where she had 
been residing for the past seven 
months. Mrs. Grant had endured 
a lingering illness, without com-
plaint, for the past year and a 
half. She was 64 years of age at 
the time of her death.

75 Years Ago
Walter K. Mickelson, Editor 

and Publisher
July 4 1940

Peter A. Hartle, 69, pioneer 
and life-long resident of Steele 

County died at his home near 
Pratt Sunday afternoon. He 
had been ill for the past three 
months. 

John Haberman and son 
Richard, both of Steele Cen-
ter, escaped with their lives 
when the team they were using 
in haying became frightened 
and ran away. The accident 
happened Wednesday. John 
Haberman though badly shaken 
up is able to carry on the farm 
work while Richard will be 
compelled to give up work until 
he recovers from the bruises he 
received.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/5/2015 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your fi rst 
prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2015. Offer is valid 
for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid 
for new customers only. One time use per household. Use code 15FREE to receive 
this special offer.

Are You Still Paying Too Much 
For Your Medications?
You can save up to 93% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian and 
International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Call Now 800-259-1096

Call Now! 800-259-1096

CelebrexTM 
$832.60

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 200mg x 100

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

ViagraTM   $4,287.27
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*        
$132.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Celecoxib* 
$75.56

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CelebrexTM

Generic price for 200mg x 100

•Free Estimates • Financing Available
Toll Free 1-800-795-1204

www.american-waterworks.com
(Cannot be combined with any other offers) Expires 7/31/15

We can Help!  Call Us
Water  Problems?

10% OFF
YOUR PROJECT



Michael and Nicole Schneider of Blooming Prairie welcomed 
first baby Tucker Wayne Schneider on May 4, 2015. Tucker 
weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces.

Proud grandparents are Kelly and Patricia Njos and Terry and 
Barbara Schneider.
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Glenn William Naatz, 77 of 
rural Waltham died Sunday 
morning, June 28, 2015, at his 
farm home. 

He was born July 12, 1937, 
on the family farm in Waltham 
Township, Mower County, 
the son of Edmund August 
and Magdalena Emma (Faber) 
Naatz. Glenn attended Trin-
ity Lutheran Parochial School 
of Waltham through the eighth 
grade and graduated from Aus-
tin High School in 1955. 

He was a member of the FFA, 
where he took Grand Champion 
Landrace pig at the Minnesota 
State Fair. He married Eliza-
beth Schleret on April 30, 1960, 
at Trinity Lutheran Church. 

The couple 
made their 
home on the 
family farm 
in Waltham 
T o w n s h i p , 
where Glenn 
was a dairy 

farmer for sixty years until his 
death. 

He was a lifetime member of 
Trinity Lutheran Church, where 
he was baptized on July 29, 
1937, and confirmed on May 
13, 1951. He served as a trust-
ee, on the finance board, was 
a choir member and served as 
head usher. Glenn owned four 
draft horses and enjoyed watch-
ing horse shows, reading farm 

related magazines, making nu-
merous trips to Fleet Farm and 
also watching the Andy Griffith 
Show. 

He will be remembered for 
carrying on a conversation with 
anyone he would meet, his love 
of farming and being so proud 
of all of his sons and grandchil-
dren.

Survivors include his wife, 
Elizabeth Naatz of Waltham; 
four sons, Donald (Pamela) 
Naatz of Waltham, Dale Naatz of 
Waltham, Dean (Jennifer) Naatz 
of Blooming Prairie, Doug-
las (Holli) Naatz of Blooming 
Prairie; nine grandchildren, Jeff 
(Brooke) Naatz, Matt (Jessica) 
Naatz, Kristin (Jason) Peck, 

Kelli (Anders Jacobson) Naatz, 
Kalyn Naatz, Erin Naatz, Hailey 
Naatz, Christopher Naatz, Jacob 
Naatz; four great-grandchildren, 
Brenna, Jackson and Alyssa 
Naatz and Axel Peck; sister-in-
law Rosemary Naatz of Bloom-
ing Prairie; brother-in-law Eu-
gene Schleret of Columbus, 
Ohio; many nieces, nephews 
and other relatives and friends. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Edmund and Magda-
lena Naatz; parents-in-law Paul 
and Martha Schleret; brother 
Edward Naatz and sister-in-law 
Delores Schleret.

Funeral services were held on 
July 1, 2015, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, rural Waltham.

Community

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials
ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Best kept secret!

The Bakery
Main Street • Blooming Prairie • 583-4433

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef

Milestones is sponsored by: 

Milestones

July 7
Jill Trotman

Dawson Heuer
Chad Simpson
Derek Levon

July 8
Tim Amberg

Becky Hillson
Shirley Thoen

July 9 
Renee Worke

Liz Heiber

July 10
Kelsy Johnson

Skyler Coughlin
Dorlene Bakke
Marvin Stark

Ellis Harshbager

July 11
Sophia Esplan
Mark Romeo

Charlie Romeo

July 12
Tom Swenson

Amanda Hocking
Charlie Leonard

Kent Lea
Chad Gimbel
Kyle Johnson
Tom Butler

July 13
Sandy Dallman

Allan Ramsey

July 14
Beth Hilson

Marilyn Wagner
Pat Njos 

Kyler Christianson
Bradley Simon
Jens Anderson
Jeffrey Bruns
Kendyl Sunde
Zachary Koster

Anniversaries 
July 9

Doris Rasmussen
Alan & Theda Morton
Jake & Calista Lembke

Jeff & Suzy Kramer

July 10 
David & Pam Farr
Tim & Lori Porkl

Gary & Vivian Polinder

July 11
Kent & Kim Lea

Gloria & Greg Snider
Brian & Kristin Butt

July 12
Jeremy & Amy Doerhoefer

Caleb & Tami Korpi

July 13
Tim & Sandy Bass

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries

Obituaries

Seniors Menu
July 7: Meat Loaf, Mashed Pota-

toes, Brussels Sprouts, Baked Cus-
tard

July 8: Hawaiian Chicken, 
Parslied Potatoes, Peas/Cauliflower, 
Orange Slices, Snickerdoodle Bar

July 9: Pork Roast, Mashed Po-
tatoes, Sauerkraut, Alt: Carrots, 
Baked Apple

July 10: Tuna Pasta Salad, Melon 
Wedge, Dinner Roll, Cream Puff

July 13: Meatballs, Sweet Pota-
toes, Green Beans, Rhubarb Muffin, 
Grapes

July 14: Roast Turkey, Mashed 
Potatoes, Peas, Cranberry Mold

July 15: Ham/Scalloped Pota-
toes, Alt: Beef Patty, Dilled Carrots, 
Mixed Greens Salad, Moon Cake

Menus

Glenn Naatz, 77, rural Waltham

1-507-455-1622
Immediate Assistance 1-800-550-4900

140 1/2 E. Rose • Owatonna

Free pregnancy testing,  
maternity clothing,  

infant clothing, and referrals

Of OwatOnna www.birthright.org

OfficE HOuRs:  
tues., wed., thurs., 2 P.M.-4 P.M. 

 sat., 10 a.M. - noon

A friend to help with the challenges 
related to pregnancy in a confidential  

and non-judgmental manner

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671
Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

$2.99 
12 PK

Snapple, Hydrive, Sunny D

Prices Good
7/7-7/11

.5 L 6 Pk 
4/$9

16oz 

$1.00

Ten, RC, Sundrop  

 12 Pk 
2/$7.98

7Up Products

Pepsi, Sierra Mist, 
 Dr. Pepper

15-16 oz

99 ¢

Kickstart

Come celebrate with us  
August 1st for our Grand 
Reopening Celebration!

Serving hot dogs, brats, ribs,  
and potato salad!
Ribbon cutting by  

BP Chamber of Commerce.

ICE: A hot topic with 
chiropractors!

It’s a natural pain reliever 
It reduces swelling, and it’s 
inexpensive! And unlike 
many drugs, won’t cause 
liver or kidney damage. 

Ask us how to use ice for 
the best results.

Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic

Betty Darlene (Hansen) Fi-
erro, age 61 of Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, died Thursday, June 11, 
2015, at Valley Regional Hos-
pital where she had been since 
March 1, 2015. She had bravely 
fought pancreatic cancer for 6 ½ 
years. Betty was born in Bloom-
ing Prairie, the daughter of Car-
lo and Esther Ann (Ingvalson) 
Hansen. After graduating from 
Blooming Prairie High School 
in 1971, Betty went on to attend 
Rochester Vocational School. 
She was employed at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Rochester as a Phar-
macy Technician and worked in 
hospitals in Minneapolis, Phoe-
nix, Arizona, Prescott Valley, 

Arizona, Car-
son City, Ne-
vada, and Las 
Vegas, Nevada 
at the Nevada 
Cancer Insti-
tute. Betty was 
united in mar-

riage to David Fierro on Oct. 18, 
1975, and welcomed the birth of 
their son Christopher on Nov. 7, 
1976. They lived in Ellendale 
for six years and worked in the 
insurance business. She enjoyed 
cooking, traveling, cruises, 
dancing, camping and loved 
spending time with her cats.   

Betty is survived by her hus-
band David Fierro; her son 

Christopher (fiancée Sabrina 
Lassalle) of Buckeye, Arizona; 
mother Esther Ann Hansen of 
Blooming Prairie; sister Linda 
Hansen of Blooming Prai-
rie; brothers Arthur Hansen of 
Queens, New York, and  his 
son Reed of New Briton, Con-
necticut; Dr. Leslie Hansen of 
St. Paul; Brian (Peggy) Hansen 
of Fridley, Minnesota; aunt Lo-
rene Ingvalson of Austin; and 
by many cousins; David’s broth-
ers, sisters, nieces, nephews 
and their best friends Pat and 
Jim Parlin of Austin. She was 
preceded in death by her father 
Carlo Hansen in 2005 and sister-
in-law Mary Hansen.

Memorial services will be 
held at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 18, 2015, at First Lutheran 
Church in Blooming Prairie with 
Pastor Heidi Heimgartner of-
ficiating. Visitation will be held 
from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. prior 
to the service. Interment will be 
in the First Lutheran Cemetery, 
Blooming Prairie. The family 
prefers that memorials be di-
rected to The American Cancer 
Society, First Lutheran Church 
or donor’s choice. Services per-
formed by Worlein Blooming 
Prairie Funeral Home. Condo-
lences may be expressed to the 
family online at www.worlein.
com.

Betty Fierro, 61, Las Vegas

Births

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Come in and piCk 
up your Fresh or 

smoked meat today 
ribeye steaks, boxed 
patties, Fresh Ground 

beeF daily,  summer 
sausaGe’s, snaCk 

stiCks, salads. We have 
Got you Covered. 

 For all your 
GrillinG needs,  

see us!!
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Area Church Schedule

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Medford Branch
507-451-2122

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

www.expressowatonna.com
507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

A healthy products company

3824 S. W. 93rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
(507) 451-4724

Garlick’s Water 
Conditioning

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

This is the second year 
I’ve experimented with a 
vegetable garden. I learned 
a lot in the first year; I’m 
learning a lot in the second 
year. This year, particularly, 
I’m learning about weeds. 
And how they grow. 

All the time. Everywhere. 
I’m not ashamed to admit 
that my garden is full of 
weeds! They threaten to 
grow too close to my carrots 
so that when I try to pull the 
weed, I also tend to pull the 

carrot.  
They threaten to grow so 

thick that I can’t tell where 
the sweet potato plant is in 
the midst of them.  They 
threaten to take over to gain 
complete garden domina-
tion!

Those sneaky, too-abun-
dant weeds can be a lot like 
sneaky weed-like things in 
our own lives. Things that 
may threaten to choke out 
our faith, instead of helping 
us grow in faith and love.  

Those things that cozy-on-
up to us and convince us that 
we’re in control, instead of 
reminding us to rely on God. 
Those voices that tell us 
we’re not good enough, in-
stead of telling us that we’re 
beloved children of God.  

The world is (unfortunate-
ly) full of weeds that would 
love to take over our trust 
in God, but as a gardener 
has his/her own tools, so we 
have tools of faith to keep 
the weeds at bay and our 

faith growing.  
Worship and prayer and 

reading scripture. A com-
munity of faith and love and 
forgiveness.  Rooted in good 
soil with God as our garden-
er, we will continue to grow 
in faith. The weeds will not 
win (as they very well may 
in my vegetable garden).  

The Rev. Lindsay Stolen
Red Oak Grove

Lutheran Church

Experimenting with a vegetable garden
Pastor’s cornerArea Church Spotlight

411 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-4431

Vibrant Life, Ellendale 

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 
Interim Pastor David Hurtt 

(507) 676-5696 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Interim Pastor David Hurtt 
(507) 633-9331 

10:30 a.m. Sundays.  
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Summer Worship: 9:00 a.m. 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

Pontoppidan Lutheran 
Church

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale, MN 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
www.peaceclaremont.otshost.org 
Weekly Church Service Midweek  
Services (May - Sept. 2nd) held on 

Wed. at 7 p.m. with Holy Communion
Sunday Morning Services 

 at 10:30am
Holy Communion Offered

Each Wednesday Evening Service
2nd & 4th Sunday Service  

of each month
Sunday School 
Not at this time

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
The Rev. Ronald Prigge 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Krisin Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
9:30 a.m. worship

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS 

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education hour: 10 a.m.
   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165
Worship 8:00 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday

8:15, 9:45 & 11:15 a.m. Sunday

Catholic

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
Rural Geneva 

The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy 
(507) 465-8217 

Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

Hayfield 
The Rev. Steve Peterson 

(507) 477-2256 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Reconciliation: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 

307 First St. SW., New Richland 
The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy 

(507) 465-8217 
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday 

and 8 a.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Steve Peterson 

(507) 583-2784 
Reconciliation: 5 p.m. Saturday 

Services: 5:15 p.m. Saturday 
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

The Rev. Brian Sutton, 
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  

with Children’s Church 
Family Faith Formation and First 

Communion class after Mass with noon 
potluck second Sunday of month. 

Confirmation class after Mass second 
Sunday of month, and fourth Sunday of 

month at 6 p.m.  
St. Isidore School - 451-5876,                                     

Preschool-fifth grade:  
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
SACRED HEART CHURCH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 

The Rev. John Sauer 
(507) 451-1588 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday, 7:30 a.m., 
9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. Sunday Spanish 

Service: 1 p.m. Sunday
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

515 E. Main St., Hayfield 
The Rev. Emmanuel Sylvester 

218-695-2641 
Mass & Religious Ed: 11 a.m. Sunday

ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna

507-451-4845
Rev. Edward F. McGrath

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. eve 4 p.m.

8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday

10 a.m. Sunday

Christ the King Parish
Medford

Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday evening, 
5 p.m., 10 a.m.

Monday daily Mass: 9 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfield

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. 
Easter thru Christmas

Winter at Christ the King, Medford

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Summer services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Non-Denominational

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 

Pastor Aaron de Neui 
(507) 477-2255 

www.cedarcreekchurch.org 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Elevation North Church  

2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones

(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com

Sun 10:00a.m. English Service 
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  

2 p.m Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

New beginnings 
christian church 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 213-9194 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

Destiny Christian Church 
Owatanna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

Vibrant Life  
Assembly Of God 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday
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*With HyVee Fuel Saver™ Card. See store for details. Fuel savings are limited to 20 gallons of fuel per purchase, per vehicle.

SAVE ON FUEL 
THE ENTIRE 

MONTH OF JULY  
USING YOUR HY-VEE 
FUEL SAVER CARD!

OWATONNA

507-451-0138
1620 S. Cedar Ave  
Owatonna, MN

Owatonna Hy-Vee Shoppers have saved over  
1 MILLION DOLLARS on Fuel using their Free Hy-Vee Fuel Saver Card

Sign up for your free Hy-Vee Fuel Saver Card at hy-vee.com or at customer service

10¢ JULY MEGA 
PRODUCE 
TUESDAYS
EARN 10¢ FUEL SAVER
OFF EVERY $10 SPENT IN THE PRODUCE OR SALAD 
BAR DEPARTMENTS EVERY TUESDAY IN JULY.

Exclusions apply, see store for de-
tails. Limit 1 coupon per customer, 

per transaction. LU#80021
Valid at Owatonna Hy-Vee

SUPER COUPON

Exclusions apply, see store for de-
tails. Limit 1 coupon per customer, 

per transaction. LU#80022
Valid at Owatonna Hy-Vee

SUPER COUPON

Exclusions apply, see store for de-
tails. Limit 1 coupon per customer, 

per transaction. LU#80023
Valid at Owatonna Hy-Vee

SUPER COUPON

  EARN  
5¢ FUEL  
SAVER

ON $20 GROCERY ORDER

  EARN  
10¢ FUEL  

SAVER
ON $30 GROCERY ORDER

  EARN  
20¢ FUEL  

SAVER
ON $50 GROCERY ORDER

5¢ 10¢ 20¢

Tuesday, July 7 - Sunday, July 12 Monday, July 13 - Sunday, July 19 Monday, July 20 - Sunday, July 26

3 WEEKS OF FUEL COUPONS
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3555 18th St.   •   Owatonna, MN
507-451-4054

One-third of Minnesota’s soybean acreage was in or beyond the blooming stage as of July 5, 
2015, according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. There were 5.6 days suitable 
for fieldwork during the week but skies were hazy due to Canadian forest fires. Field activities for 
the week included spraying, applying fungicides and harvesting hay.  

Soil moisture levels decreased slightly with the drier than normal week. Topsoil moisture sup-
plies were rated 0 percent very short, 3 percent short, 88 percent adequate, and 9 percent surplus.  
Subsoil moisture supplies were rated 0 percent very short, 4 percent short, 90 percent adequate, 
and 6 percent surplus.

Minnesota’s corn condition rated 84 percent good to excellent, up 3 percentage points from 
last week.  Thirty-three percent of the soybean crop was blooming or beyond, 10 days ahead of 
last year and 1 week ahead of the five-year average.  Soybean condition rated 78 percent good to 
excellent.  Small grain development remained well ahead of the average with 90 percent or more 
of the crops in or beyond the heading stage. 

Minnesota Crop Report is sponsored by

Well Drained Fields Produce Higher Yields...

Now located between Claremont and 
Dodge Center right off of Hwy. 14

Now located between Claremont and 
NEW LOCATION

P.O. Box 205 • Claremont 

 www.hodgmandrainage.com 507.528.2225 

Minnesota Crop Report
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Key legislators attending

MN Commissioner  

of Agriculture

Will be on hand

LAND USE EXPO
Monday, July 20 

10 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Field  
Demos

Anyone interested in learning about 
agriculture and water should attend 
this informative expo!

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA  

Sponsored by Southeast MN Alliance and various ag companies

Rodney Krell Farm
12458 74th Avenue SE • Blooming Prairie
(2 miles north of BP on Highway 218)

Lunch provided

Corn Views; water quality discussion shouldn’t require a scoreboard

Written by Bruce Peterson
Minnesota Corn Growers 

Association President
 

Unfortunately, many of us 
have a tendency to treat our 
political process like a sporting 
event. Who won? Who lost? 
Who will come out on top when 
one side of an issue faces off 

against the other?
Instead of coming together to 

try and find practical solutions 
and develop meaningful policy, 
too much time is spent on polit-
ical games and trying to figure 
out “winners” and “losers.”

Farmers found themselves the 
middle of one of these show-
downs during the last legisla-
tive session when Gov. Dayton 
called for 50-foot buffers 
around all Minnesota water-
ways. Immediately, the political 
rhetoric kicked in and the media 
covered the buffer issue like 
game 7 of the World Series.

Gov. Dayton vs. Minnesota 
farmers: Who will prevail?

 

Believe me, the last thing 
farmers wanted was to play that 
game. We had fields to plant 
and livestock to take care of. 
We function much better in a 
corn field than we do in the 
field of politics.

It took a while, but the rheto-
ric surrounding the buffer issue 
eventually subsided enough 
where a meaningful dialogue 
could take place. I, along with 
several other farmer-led ag 
organizations, had several 
meetings with Gov. Dayton, his 
staff and other legislators about 
buffers.

We were able to reach a 
compromise on buffer legisla-
tion that, basically, calls for the 

continued local enforcement of 
existing buffer laws. The com-
promise also put a timetable on 
compliance and called for the 
development of maps to better 
determine which public ditches 
and waterways would benefit 
from buffers.

We wanted to reach a com-
promise that didn’t require a 
one-size-fits-all mandate and 
allowed farmers to continue 
making progress in the area of 
water quality by implementing 
conservation practices that are 
appropriate for their farm. I feel 
we achieved that.

However, immediately after 
the session ended, everyone 
was asking, who won? Instead, 

I wish people would ask, what’s 
next?

Everyone wants to protect 
water quality. Meaningful 
progress isn’t going to happen 
by pitting one group of Minne-
sotans against another.

Farmers need to continue 
making investments in research 
and on-farm initiatives that help 
them keep soil and other valu-
able nutrients on their fields and 
out of our waterways. We also 
need to ramp up our efforts in 
telling our own story and letting 
non-farmers know about the 
many things we’re already do-
ing in the area of water quality.

Policymakers, the media, 
farmers and non-farmers – ev-
eryone involved in this conver-
sation -- needs to realize that 
divisive rhetoric and creating 
an “us vs. them” atmosphere 
isn’t the answer to water quality 
progress. We all lose when that 
happens.

I understand that policy 
issues, whether they involve 
agriculture or not, get conten-
tious. I know we all won’t get 
along all of the time.

But I think we can do better 
than what we saw during the 
buffer debate. Protecting water 
quality while maintaining a 
productive environment for 
farming isn’t a game. As we 
move forward, let’s do a better 
job at seeking solutions instead 
of seeking “victory.”
Buffer and legislative update

If you’re a farmer and would 
like more details on the recent-
ly-passed buffer legislation 
and other important ag-related 
legislative items, you’re invited 

to attend one of six “What you 
need to Know” district meetings 
hosted by the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association.

The meetings are set for Sauk 
Centre (July 9), Fairmont (July 
22), Redwood Falls (July 22) 
and Austin (July 23).

Time and location details, 
along with other information, is 
available at www.mncorn.org.

Bruce Peterson is a  
family farmer in Northfield 

and President of the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association.

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!

41

10060 State Hwy. 30
Blooming Prairie • 583-6661

Crop producers, agribusiness 
personnel and others interested 
in crop production in southern 
Minnesota are invited to the 
annual University of Minnesota 
“Crop Management Tour” being 
held in Rochester on Tuesday, 
July 7. 

The tour will take place at 
the field site located east of 
University Center on Co. Rd. 
22 (East Circle Drive) at the 
intersection of Highway 14 east. 
Registration is free and begins 
at 8:30; as one group, the tour 
will begin at 9 a.m. discussing 
and viewing new technologies 
in weed management.   

Topics discussed include: 
waterhemp weed management – 

impacts of multiple resistance on 
current and future weed manage-
ment strategies, keeping up with 
sprayer technology, see what’s 
new in weed management, and 
learn the new corn and soybean 
herbicide names. 

Speakers include: Jeff Gunso-
lus, Extension weed specialist, 
University of Minnesota, St. 
Paul; Lisa Behnken and Ryan 
Miller, Extension educators and 
Fritz Breitenbach, IPM specialist 
at the Regional Office in Roches-
ter and Dave Nicolai, Extension 
educator, Crops &amp; Institute 
for Ag Professionals coordinator.   

The July 7 Crop Management 
Tour will be held at the research 
plots located at the University 
Center in Rochester. The college 
sits just off of Highway 14 on 
the east side of Rochester, Exit 
Co. Rd. 22, and the field site is 
located at the intersection of Co. 
Rd. 22 (East Circle Drive) and 
Highway 14. 

For more information, contact 
Fritz Breitenbach at 507-280-
2870 or Mary Jane Stearns at 
507-536-6310.

U of M Crop 
Management 
Tour at  
Rochester  
Tuesday, July 7
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Legals
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Minn. Stat. 580.025, 580.04
DATE: June 5, 2015

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default 
has occurred in the conditions of 
the following described Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGE TO BE FORECLOSED
1. Date of Mortgage: March 18, 2013
2. Mortgagors: Larry William 
Lindquist and Annette K. 
Lindquist, husband and wife
3. Mortgagees: Farmers 
and Merchants State 
Bank of Blooming Prairie
4. Recording Information: Recorded 
on March 29, 2013, as Document 
Number T000070097 (or in Book 
27 of Mortgages, Page 81), in the 
Office of the Registrar of Titles 
of Steele County, Minnesota. 
5. Assignments of Mortgage, if 
any:Assigned to Not applicable
INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGED PREMISES
6. Tax Parcel Identification 
number of the mortgaged 
premises: 14-114-0204
7. Legal description of the 
mortgaged premises: The East 30 
feet of Lot 3; and Lot 4; Block 2, 
Hansen Heights Addition, to the 
Village of Blooming Prairie, Steele 
County, Minnesota according to the 
recorded plat thereof. Check here 
if all or part of the described real 
property is Registered (Torrens) x
8. The physical street address, city, 
and zip code of the mortgaged 
premises: 193 8th Street NW, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 55917

OTHER FORECLOSURE DATA
9. The person holding the Mortgage: 
is not a transaction agent, as defined 
by Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30. The 
name(s) of the residential mortgage 
servicer and the lender or broker, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is/are Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming Prairie.
10. If stated on the Mortgage, the 
name of the mortgage originator, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming Prairie. 
INFORMATION REGARDING 
F O R E C L O S U R E
11. The requisites of Minn. Stat. 
580.02 have been satisfied.
12. The original principal 
amount secured by the 
mortgage was $110,000.00.
13. At the date of this notice 
the amount due on the 
mortgage, including taxes, if 
any, paid by the holder of the 
Mortgage, is: $110,793.05.
14. Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, at 
public auction on July 31, 2015, 
10:00 a.m., at the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060.
15. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by Mortgagor 
or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is six 
(6) months after the date of sale.
16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b) provides, 
“If the real estate is an owner-
occupied, single-family dwelling, 
the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate the property 
if the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute applies, 
the time to vacate the property 
is 11:59 p.m. on Not applicable.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Name and address of Attorney for 
Mortgagee or Mortgage Assignee: 

Adams, Rizzi & Sween, P.A.
300 First Street NW,  

Austin, MN 55912
Name of Mortgagee or Mortgage 

Assignee:
Farmers  and Merchants State  

Bank of Blooming Prairie

6/9, 6/16, 6/23, 
6/30, 7/7, 7/14, 

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF 
MORTGAGE:	 June 30, 2000
MORTGAGOR:	 Ryan R. 
Staska, a single person and 
Katrina J. Olivo, a single person.
MORTGAGEE:		

Sterling State Bank, Corporation.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded 
July 13, 2000 Steele County 
Recorder, Document No. A283439.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency.  Dated June 30, 
2000 Recorded July 13, 2000, 
as Document No. A283440.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Sterling State Bank, Corporation
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  U.S. Bank 
National Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  209 3rd Street Southeast, 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  14-
106-0303 and 14-106-0304
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
 OF PROPERTY:
See attached legal description
COMMENCING AT A POINT 66 
FEET SOUTH OF THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF LOT 9, BLOCK 
2, BRAINERD AND OLSON’S 
ADDITION TO THE VILLAGE (NOW 
CITY) OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE. 
THENCE SOUTH 150 FEET. 
THENCE EAST 50 FEET, THENCE 
NORTH 150 FEET TO THE THIRD 
STREET (FORMERLY SEVENTH 
STREET), THENCE WEST TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, (BEING 
IN BLOCK 3, BRAINERD AND 
OLSON’S ADDITION AND IN 
SECTIONS 25 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 
105 NORTH, RANGE 19 WEST,) 
AND COMMENCING AT A POINT 66 
FEET SOUTH AND 50 FEET EAST 
OF THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 9, BLOCK 2, BRAINERD 
AND OLSON’S ADDITION TO 
THE VILLAGE (NOW CITY) OF 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, STEELE 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA, THENCE 
SOUTH 150 FEET, THENCE EAST 
25 FEET, THENCE NORTH 150 FEET 
TO THE THIRD STREET (FORMERLY 
SEVENTH STREET), THENCE WEST 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING 
(BEING IN BLOCK 3, BRAINERD 
AND OLSON’S ADDITION AND IN 
SECTION 25 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 
105 NORTH, RANGE 19 WEST.)
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele ORIGINAL 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: $74,970.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $ 5 8 , 6 0 2 . 0 9
 That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property 
will be sold by the Sheriff 
of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
August 7, 2015 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mortgage, 
and taxes, if any, on said premises, 
and the costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys’ fees allowed 
by law subject to redemption 
within    six (6) months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns unless reduced to Five (5) 
weeks under MN Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
February 8, 2016 unless that date 
falls on a weekend  or legal holiday, 
in which case it is the next weekday, 
and unless the redemption period 
is reduced to 5 weeks under MN 
Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.”

	 Dated: June 2, 2015

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency 
400 N. Sibley Street
St. Paul, MN 55101

Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
Sterling State  

Bank, Corporation

USSET, WEINGARDEN AND LIEBO, 

P.L.L.P.
Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 

of Mortgagee
4500 Park Glen Road #300

Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 925-6888

135 - 15-004191 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

6/23, 6/30, 7/7 
 7/14,  7/21, 7/28

15-100256

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  
October 12, 2012
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $105,102.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Irene 
Rosales, a single woman
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100053612101765390
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Primelending, 
a Plainscapital Company
SERVICER:  JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed October 15, 2012, 
Steele County Recorder, as 
Document Number A000387332
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association; 
Dated: October 3, 2013 filed: 
October 15, 2013, recorded as 
document number A000394082  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
The North Six (6) Rods of 
East Four (4) Rods of Lot Five 
(5), Block Six (6), in Phelps 
Addition to the City of Owatonna
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  251 East 
University St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-101-0610
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $105,218.44
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by 
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
August 4, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on February  
4, 2016, or the next business 
day if February 4, 2016 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: June 2, 2015

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association

Assignee of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY 
 ___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

Postponement

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Minn. Stat. 580.025, 580.04
DATE: June 4, 2015

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default 
has occurred in the conditions of 
the following described Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGE TO BE FORECLOSED
1. Date of Mortgage: July 21, 2008
2. Mortgagors: Larry W. Lindquist, 
Annette Lindquist, husband and 
wife: Lee E. Lindquist, Sandra 
Lindquist, husband and wife
3. Mortgagees: Farmers 
and Merchants State 
Bank of Blooming Prairie
4. Recording Information: 
Recorded on September 12, 
2008, as Document Number 
A000359522, in the Office of the 
County Recorder of Steele County, 
Minnesota. *See below information 
on Amendments to Mortgage.
5. Assignments of Mortgage, if 
any: Assigned to Not applicable

*Said Mortgage was amended 
by that Amendment to Mortgage 
(Extension Agreement) dated 
August 10, 2011, filed on October 
10, 2011, and recorded as 
Document No. A000380482 in the 
Office of the County Recorder, 
Steele County, Minnesota. It 
was further amended by that 
Amendment to Mortgage (Extension 
Agreement) dated March 8, 2013, 
filed on July 1, 2013, and recorded 
as Document No. A000392225 in 
the Office of the County Recorder, 
Steele County, Minnesota.

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGED PREMISES
6. Tax Parcel Identification 
number of the mortgaged 
premises: 14-025-1008
7. Legal description of the 
mortgaged premises: See 
Exhibit “A” attached hereto.
8. The physical street address, city, 
and zip code of the mortgaged 
premises: 402 Industrial Drive, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 55917
OTHER FORECLOSURE DATA
9. The person holding the Mortgage: 
is not a transaction agent, as defined 
by Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30. The 
name(s) of the residential mortgage 
servicer and the lender or broker, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is/are Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming Prairie.
10. If stated on the Mortgage, the 
name of the mortgage originator, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming Prairie.
INFORMATION REGARDING 
F O R E C L O S U R E
11. The requisites of Minn. Stat. 
580.02 have been satisfied.
12. The original principal 
amount secured by the 
mortgage was $270,000.00.
13. At the date of this notice 
the amount due on the 
mortgage, including taxes, if 
any, paid by the holder of the 
Mortgage, is: $273,766.41.
14. Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, at 
public auction on July 31, 2015, 
10:00 a.m., at the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060. 
15. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by Mortgagor 
or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is six 
(6) months after the date of sale.
16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b) provides, 
“If the real estate is an owner-
occupied, single-family dwelling, 
the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate the property 
if the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute applies, 
the time to vacate the property 
is 11:59 p.m. on Not applicable.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Name and address of Attorney for 
Mortgagee or Mortgage Assignee:

Adams, Rizzi & Sween, P.A.
300 First Street NW,  

Austin, MN 55912  
Name of Mortgagee or Mortgage 

Assignee:
Farmers and Merchants State  

Bank of Blooming Prairie

EXHIBIT “A”

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
LARRY W. LINDQUIST AND LEE E. 

LINDQUIST

Starting at the East Quarter Corner 
of Section 25, Township 105 North, 
Range 19 West; thence West 
1260.75 feet at an angle of 89º41’ 
turned from North to West from the 
East line of the Northeast Quarter 
of Section 25, Township 105 North, 
Range 19 West; thence North 624.0 
feet at a deflection angle of 89º41’ 
right, to a point which is hereinafter 
called the point of beginning; thence 
North 118.53 feet on a Northerly 
extension of the last described line; 
thence Southwesterly 46.63 feet at 
a deflection angle of 139º48.8’ left; 
thence Southwesterly 421.68 feet 
at a deflection angle of 04º46.3’ 
right; to the Easterly right-of-way 
line of the Chicago Milwaukee 
St. Paul & Pacific R.R.; thence 
Southeasterly 69.18 feet at a 
deflection angle of 69º38’ left; on 
said right-of-way line; thence East 
299.17 feet at a deflection angle of 
65º00.5’ left; thence North 280.0 
feet at a deflection angle of 90º19’ 
left, to the point of beginning; being 
part of the South Half of Northeast 
Quarter of Section 25, Township 
105 North, Range 19 West; and 
containing 1.70 acres; subject 
to an easement for ingress and 
egress over the south 20’ thereof.

6/9, 6/16, 6/23  
6/30, 7/7, 7/14

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION  
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

6/9, 6/16, 6/23 
6/30, 7/7, 7/14

NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR ELECTION TO THE SCHOOL 
BOARD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 756

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for filing affidavits of 
candidacy for the office of school board member of Independent School 
District No. 756 shall begin on July 28, 2015, and shall close at 5:00 
o’clock p.m. on August 11, 2015. 

The general election shall be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2015.  
At that election, three Members will be elected to the School Board for 
terms of four years each. 

Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the School District Clerk, 
202 4th Avenue NW, Blooming Prairie, MN  55917.  The filing fee for 
this office is $2.00.  A candidate for this office must be an eligible voter, 
must be 21 years of age or more on assuming office, must have been a 
resident of the school district from which candidate seeks election for 
thirty days before the general election, and must have no other affidavit 
on file for any other office at the same general election. 

The Affidavits of Candidacy must be filed in the office of the school 
district clerk and the filing fee paid prior to 5:00 o’clock p.m. on August 
11, 2015. 

Dated:  June 15, 2015
By Order of the School District

Pam Hameister, School District Clerk

6/30, 7/7

15-099899
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 1, 2005
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $87,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Jacinta 
Hernandez, a/k/a Jacinta R. 
Hernandez, a single woman
MORTGAGEE:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. LENDER OR BROKER 
AND MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
April 6, 2005, Steele County Recorder, 
as Document Number A000330944  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
Lot 3, Block 12, Original Townsite, 
Village (now City) of Blooming Prairie
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  225 Main 
St E, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  14-100-1203
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $75,214.51
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by 
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
June 30, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 

subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on December 
30, 2015, or the next business day 
if December 30, 2015 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

Dated: April 29, 2015
 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association
Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY

 ___________________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT  

OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

The above referenced sale 
scheduled for June 30, 2015, at 
10:00AM, has been postponed to 
July 30, 2015, at 10:00 AM , and will 
be held at Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060, said County and State.
 
Unless the mortgage is reinstated 
under Minnesota Statute 580.30 
or the property is redeemed 
under Minnesota Statute 580.23 
the property must be vacated by 
January 30, 2016. If this date falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, the date to vacate will be 
the next business day at 11:59 p.m.
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

 
Dated: June 29, 2015.

 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 

Association Mortgagee
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP  
______________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

15-099899
Attorney for Mortgagee

7/7



Dairy Margin Protection 
enrollment underway

Dairy farmers can enroll in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Margin Protection Program for 
coverage in 2016. 

The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, provides financial assistance to participating dairy 
operations when the margin – the difference between 
the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

The Margin Protection Program gives participating 
dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage levels 
best suited for their operation. Enrollment begins July 1 
and ends on Sept. 30, for coverage in 2016. 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.
usda.gov/dairy for more information, or stop by a local 
FSA office to learn more about the Margin Protection 
Program. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 8, 2003
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $175,750.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Timothy 
A. Rogers and Karen J. 
Rogers, husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
April 9, 2003, Steele County Recorder, 
as Document Number A 309242  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
The South 240 feet of the East 
1263.67 feet of the Southeast Quarter 
of Southeast Quarter of Section 
11, Township 107 North, Range 
21 West, containing 6.96 acres
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  5300 SW 
8Th St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  09-011-2201
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $140,738.10
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by 
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
July 31, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on January 
31, 2016, or the next business 
day if January 31, 2016 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: June 2, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank, NA, successor 
by merger to Wells Fargo Home 

Mortgage, Inc.

Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY  
___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

6/16, 6/23, 6/30 
 7/7, 7/14, 7/21

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Minn. Stat. 580.025, 580.04
DATE: June 5, 2015

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default 
has occurred in the conditions of 
the following described Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGE TO BE FORECLOSED
1. Date of Mortgage: March 31, 2011
2. Mortgagors: E. L. 

OFFICE OF THE 
MINNESOTA SECRETARY 

OF STATE ASSUMED  
NAME | CERTIFICATE OF 

ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name 
does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable 
customers to be able to identify 
the true owner of a business.
1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business 
is or will be conducted: 
Grenier’s Antiques & Thrift.
2. Principal Place of Business: 
443 East Main Street, 
Owatonna MN  55060.
3. List the name and complete 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed 
Name, OR if an entity, provide the 
legal corporate, LLC, or Limited 
Partnership name and registered 
office address: Grenier, LLC, 443 East 
Main Street, Owatonna MN  55060.
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who has 

Lindquist & Sons, Inc.
3. Mortgagees: Farmers 
and Merchants State 
Bank of Blooming Prairie
4. Recording Information: Recorded 
on April 4, 2011, as Document 
Number A000377468, in the 
Office of the County Recorder 
of Steele County, Minnesota. 
*See below information on 
Amendment to Mortgage.
5. Assignments of Mortgage, if any:
Assigned to Not applicable

*Said Mortgage was amended 
by that Amendment to Mortgage 
(Extension Agreement) dated 
March 8, 2013, filed on March 
28, 2013, and recorded as 
Document No. A000390430 in the 
Office of the County Recorder, 
Steele County, Minnesota.

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGED PREMISES
6. Tax Parcel Identification 
number of the mortgaged 
premises: 14-101-0101
7. Legal description of the mortgaged 
premises: Lot 1, Block 1, Feeney’s 
Addition to the Village of Blooming 
Prairie, Steele County, Minnesota
8. The physical street address, city, 
and zip code of the mortgaged 
premises: 141 4th Street NE, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 55917

OTHER FORECLOSURE DATA
9. The person holding the Mortgage: 
is not a transaction agent, as defined 
by Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30. The 
name(s) of the residential mortgage 
servicer and the lender or broker, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is/are Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming Prairie.
10. If stated on the Mortgage, the 
name of the mortgage originator, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank of Blooming Prairie. 

INFORMATION REGARDING 
F O R E C L O S U R E
11. The requisites of Minn. Stat. 
580.02 have been satisfied.
12. The original principal 
amount secured by the 
mortgage was $35,000.00.
13. At the date of this notice 
the amount due on the 
mortgage, including taxes, 
if any, paid by the holder of 
the Mortgage, is: $31,266.19.
14. Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, at 
public auction on July 31, 2015, 
10:00 a.m., at the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060.
15. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by Mortgagor 
or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is six 
(6) months after the date of sale.
16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b) provides, 
“If the real estate is an owner-
occupied, single-family dwelling, 
the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate the property 
if the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute applies, 
the time to vacate the property 
is 11:59 p.m. on Not applicable.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Name and address of Attorney for 
Mortgagee or Mortgage Assignee: 

Adams, Rizzi & Sween, P.A.
300 First Street NW,  

Austin, MN 55912
 Name of Mortgagee or Mortgage 

Assignee:
Farmers and Merchants State Bank 

of Blooming Prairie

6/9, 6/16, 6/23
6/30, 7/7, 7/14

authorized me to sign this document 
on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this document 
is true and correct and in compliance 
with the applicable chapter of 
Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath.
Signature: John P. 
Grenier Date: 6/24/15
Print Name and Title: John P. 
Grenier, CEO/Manager/Member
Email Address for Official 
Notices: ajgren@hotmail.com
 Check here to have your 
email address excluded from 
requests for bulk data, to the 
extent allowed by Minnesota law.

List a name and daytime phone 
number of a person who can be 

contacted about this form: 
Benjamin M. Cass,  

Attorney at Law 
(507) 451-6540

Entities that own, lease, or 
have any financial interest in 
agricultural land or land capable 
of being farmed must register 
with the MN Dept. of Agriculture’s 
Corporate Farm Program.

6/30, 7/7

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 6/9/2015
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
1. Glynn/Brady to approve the agenda.  Ayes all.
2. Ebeling/Schultz to approve the Board Minutes of May 26, 2015 and June 
3, 2015.  Ayes all.  	
3. Glynn/Ebeling offered a Resolution to accept final payment for Contract 
No. 143509 for the Steele County Highway Department. Upon the vote 
being taken, five Commissioners voted in favor thereof, none absent and 
not voting.
4. Brady/Schultz offered a Resolution that the Steele County Board of 
Commissioners do hereby name Ed Nelson as the Steele County Trail 
Administrator.  Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in 
favor thereof, none absent and not voting.  
5. Ebeling/Glynn to approve Conditional Use Permit #395 for Dennis & 
Kim Halverson in Section 5-108-20 of Medford Township and to change 
Condition #7 to read loading and unloading shall be allowed to occur 
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m., Condition #9 to allow wood 
grinding or processing of mulch material outside between the hours of 
6 a.m. and 5 p.m. and condition #11 that vegetative screening must be 
planted within 6 months of possession of property and to approve the 
Findings of Fact.  Ayes all.
6. The Public Hearing on the Zoning Ordinance Amendment was open at 
7:35 p.m.
7. Dale Oolman discussed the proposed changes to Section 1508.02 for 
Bulk Storage (Liquid).
8. The meeting was then open to comments from those in attendance.
9. Glynn/Schultz offered the following Resolution that the Steele County 
Board of Commissioners amends Section 1508.02 of the Steele County 
Zoning Ordinance. Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in 
favor thereof, none absent and not voting.  
10. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the personnel actions.  Ayes all.
11. Schultz/Glynn to approve a 75% reduction in tipping fees at the landfill 
for the City of Owatonna for demolition of a structure at Morehouse Park.  
Ayes all.
12. Glynn/Ebeling to approve the 2016-2017 Transportation Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP).  Ayes all.
13. Reports:
Schultz reported on his attendance at the Human Resource Center, Steele 
County Historical Society, Joint Dispatch, Fair Board, SEMCAC and Smart 
Transit meetings.
Glynn reported on his attendance at the SEMREX meeting.
Ebeling reported on his attendance at the AMC District meeting, Joint 
Dispatch meeting, SE MN Communications Board and SCCL Board 
meeting.
Brady reported on his attendance at the Cannon River Watershed meeting, 
AMC District meeting, Park & Rec meeting and Soil & Conservation District 
meeting. 
14. Glynn/Ebeling to approve the following listing of bills.  Ayes all.	

LISTING OF BILLS
6/9/2015

3D Specialties					               2,448.63
A’viands, LLC					               5,930.70
Advanced Correctional Healthcare, Inc.		                            7,942.75
Jessica L. Bendzick					              2,000.00
Central Valley Cooperative				              4,517.64
Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc.		                            4,062.72
Express Services, Inc.				              4,320.00
Stanley A. Groff					               7,525.30
Hammell Equipment, Inc.			                           46,500.00
JR’s Advanced Recyclers, Inc.			             4,641.00
Loken Excavating & Drainage			                             3,695.76
Motorola Solutions, Inc.				              3,348.10
NEC Financial Services, LLC			    	           4,269.61
Owatonna Public Utilities			                           23,446.75
Pictometry International Corp.		                                         15,225.60
Ronco Engineering Sales				              2,311.80
Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc.		                                          13,500.95 
South Central College Bookstore			             3,500.00
Steele County Treasurer 				              9,066.91
Turnkey Corrections					              5,210.37
Wallace Bustad Crane Service, Inc.			             2,470.00
Ziegler, Inc.					            191,915.00
162 Warrants under $2,000			                            56,840.06
	  Total:				                           424,689.65

15. Schultz/Glynn to adjourn to the Call of the Chair at 8:12 p.m.  Ayes all.
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Steele County Board of Equalization Synopsis for 6/16/2015
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 

1. County Assessor William Effertz then gave an overview of changes 
made for the 2015 assessment.

2. The meeting was then open to property owners to ask questions. 
There were 3 people in attendance and 1 person who had a question about 
the value of his property.

3. Schultz/Ebeling to approve the following changes for reduction in 
value to properties in Somerset Township.  Ayes all.

4. Glynn/Brady to approve the following changes as recommended by 
the County Assessor.  Ayes all.

5. Ebeling/Glynn to recess the Board of Appeal and Equalization until 
June 23, 2015 at 7:15 p.m.  Ayes all.
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE,  

MINNESOTA 55917

MONDAY, JULY 20, 2015
HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER

PROPOSED TENTATIVE AGENDA

6:00 a.m.
Thursday, July 16, 2015 Regular 
School Board Work Session-High 
School Board Room

7:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 20, 2015 Open Pubic 
Forum-High School Media Center

7:15 p.m.
 Monday, July 20, 2015 Regular 
School Board Meeting-High 
School Media Center

Any person may raise a question 
to the School Board. The Board will 
not act on any item presented to 
them, which is not on the agenda, 
until the following Board meeting. 
Also, the Board would like persons 
to limit themselves to five minutes, 
with a maximum of 15 minutes per 
topic. These limitations are needed 
for us to run a timely and orderly 
Board meeting. Persons are  
requested to identify themselves 
prior to speaking.

I. CALL TO ORDER –  
CHAIRPERSON

II. ROLL CALL – CLERK

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

IV. PRINCIPAL REPORTS

V. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD  
ACTION IS REQUIRED
A. Consent Agenda 

Minutes 
Bills 
Treasurer’s Report 
Resignation 	         
Employment 

B. School Board Meeting Dates
C. School Board Per Diem
D. Work Sessions
E. Public Hearing on Property Tax 	
Levy Payable 2016
F. Resolution Establishing 
Combined Precincts, Designated 
Polling Places and Designating 
Hours During Which the Polling 
Place will Remain Open for Voting
G. Student Meal Prices

VI. ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY

A. Family Education Rights &     	
        Privacy Act

B. Committee Reports
C. Enrollment Data
D. Dates to Note

VII. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

*Agenda may be subject to changes
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LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC MEETING

The Joint Powers Board for the Dodge/Steele Judicial  Ditch # 11 
(RipleyDitch) will meet on Wednesday, July 15th  at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Ashland Township Hall, 18944 660th St, Dodge Center  55927. The items 
for discussion will be replacement of bridge L-6467 on 690th St in Ripley 
Township.
Comments can be directed prior to this meeting to:
Dodge County  
22 6th St East Dept 45  
Mantorville MN 55955-2215  
or call 507-635-6240
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION

COUNTY OF STEELE	

Court File No 74-PR-15-1234

 AMENDED NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF 
INTESTACY, DETERMINATION 

OF HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of
      Dayna Joyce Halbert-Wiese,
                                        Decedent 

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on August 18, 2015, at 
10:45 a.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at 111 East Main 
Street, Owatonna, Minnesota, for 
the adjudication of intestacy and 
determination of heirship of the 
Decedent, and for the appointment 
of Roger B. Wiese, whose address 
is 574 Lee Street NE, Owatonna MN 
55060, as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate, including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the court 
administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated:
2015.06.25

		
BY THE COURT

Joseph A. Bueltel
Judge of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner
Kristin K. Haberman

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Ave.
PO Box 545

Owatonna, MN 55060
Attorney License No: 0268045

Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: haberman@
owatonnalawyers.com
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 

COUNTY OF STEELE
	

Court File No 74-PR-15-1222

AMENDED NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF 
INTESTACY, DETERMINATION 

OF HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of
            Francis Galan Weller,
	                         Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on August 18, 2015, at 
10:45 a.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at 111 East Main 
Street, Owatonna, Minnesota, for 
the adjudication of intestacy and 
determination of heirship of the 
Decedent, and for the appointment 
of Joshua Francis Weller and 
Nicole Georgina Weller, whose 
addresses are 218 Barney Street, 
Owatonna, MN 55060 and 15871 
Flute Way, Apple Valley, MN 55124, 
respectively, as Co-Personal 
Representatives of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration. Any objections 
to the petition must be filed with 
the Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If proper and if no 
objections are filed or raised, the 
Co-Personal Representatives will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate, including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against 
the Estate are required to present 
the claims to the Co-Personal 
Representatives or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated:
2015.06.25

BY THE COURT

Joseph A. Bueltel
Judge of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner
Kristin K. Haberman

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Ave.
PO Box 545

Owatonna, MN 55060
Attorney License No: 0268045

Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: haberman@
owatonnalawyers.com
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Five phases of planning and 
construction of a Blooming 
Prairie veterans memorial are 
in the future with the second 
phase, fundraising, soon to 
begin, announced Tom Peter-
son, chairman of the Bloom-
ing Prairie Veterans Memorial 
Committee.

The project is spearheaded 
by the Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron #52.

It is very exciting, comforting 
and heart warming to see com-
munities around the country pay 
tribute to their local veterans 
by constructing a memorial for 
them, Peterson said. 

Memorials of many designs 
have been created.

The idea of a Blooming 
Prairie veterans memorial has 
been promoted by many com-
munity members over the years, 
Peterson said.

The local Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion ignited the ideas by 
creating a committee to work 
on the project. 

The committee has represen-
tation from the various military 
service posts.

Committee members in-
clude: American Legion, Tom 
Walters; American Legion 
Auxiliary, Sandy Jones; Sons 
of the American Legion, Fred 
Vokoun; Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Ken Vermylea; VFW 
Auxiliary, Marilyn Meshke; 
Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s 
Club, Doug Miner and chair-
man, Tom Peterson. The first 

committee meeting was held in 
May of 2014.

The committee developed a 
Master Plan for the memorial 
with five phases outlined:

Phase I -- Determine who the 
memorial is for; determine what 
the memorial will be; determine 
where the memorial will be 
located and name a contractor.

Phase II -- Raise funds for the 
memorial.

Phase III -- Build the memo-
rial.

Phase IV -- Maintain the 
memorial.

Phase V -- Prepare for expan-
sion of the memorial.

Peterson said the purpose of 
the Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial is to honor all men 
and women throughout the na-
tion who have served, are serv-
ing and will serve in the armed 
forces of the United States. “We 
are dedicated to encourage and 
foster patriotism and provide 
recognition to all veterans for 
their courage and willingness to 
give all for their country.

A concept drawing of the 
memorial has been designed by 
Owatonna Granite and Monu-
ment. 

It is proposed that the memo-
rial will be located to the east of 
the Blooming Prairie Service-
men’s Club. Peterson said the 
Servicemen’s Club has offered 
to consider dedicating property 
to the memorial.

Community fundraising will 
begin soon with committee 
members soliciting contribu-
tions for individually engraved 
wall paver stones honoring 
veterans from any branch of 
the military. Contributions will 
also be sought from individuals, 
from area businesses and from 
area service organizations. Con-
tributions from artisan contrac-
tors in the community will be 
welcomed.

The fundraising goal is 
$250,000, Peterson said. If 
interested in a wall paver, con-
tact Tom Peterson, 6731 158th 
St. SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 

55917. Call 
him at 507-
456-2017. 
Wall paver 
forms will 
soon be avail-
able at the 
Servicemen’s 
Club.

The wall 
pavers will 
measure 3 
1/2 inches 
tall by 11 
inches wide. 
A named 
person must 
be a veteran, 
living or de-
ceased, of any 
branch of the 
U.S. military, 
serving during 
peacetime or 
wartime in 

any conflict. Cost will be $350 
for each paver.

The Blooming Prairie Veter-
ans Memorial was designed by 
the Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial Committee in col-
laboration with John Heer-
ema of Owatonna Granite and 
Monument.

The memorial will include 
the following design:

• Granite archway to the 
memorial.

• Solid granite pedestal with 
adorning bald eagle. Language 
on the pedestal recognizes the 
POW/MIA veteran.

• Single flagpole adorned 
with the United States flag and 
POW/MIA flag.

• At the base of the flagpole 
are five solid granite tablets 
recognizing five branches of 
service.

• Surrounding the flags and 
granite tablets are three walls 
with wall pavers to recognize 
the veterans.

Peterson, Squadron #52 adju-
tant, said he is impressed with 
the community support for the 
veterans memorial project. He 
praised the Sons of the Ameri-

can Legion efforts of Noah 
Peterson, past commander; Jake 
Peterson, vice commander; 
Dean Zilm, finance officer; Fred 
Vokoun, BP Veterans Memorial 
Committee member; Andy Kas-
perek, commander; Joe Motl; 
Kyle Rossow, sergeant at arms, 
and Gary Thorson.

A veterans memorial web-
site is soon to go live and will 
have all donation and wall 
paver forms and information 
online. The website was created 
by teacher Chad Gimbel and 
students Kameron Holmes and 
Trevor Barber. More informa-
tion on the website address will 
be available shortly.

“We have a good start on 
the project and hope to start 
construction when we have 
completed the bulk of the fund-
raising,” Peterson said.
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WEEKLY CROSSWORD
Answers on Page 3C

 1. Swedish rock group
  5. Founder of Babism
  8. 2 stripe Army rank 
(abbr.)
 11. Of Salian Franks
 13. Indicates near
 14. Swiss river
 15. Golden pothos
 16. Runs PCs
 17. E. Tunisian seaport
 18. Cyprinid fishes
 20. Genus Ulmus
 21. Stitched garment 
border
 22. Takes in as a part
 25. Pierre is the capital
 30. Brush upward
 31. Moby’s author’s 
initials
 32. Belgian franc
 34. Mongolian capital 
Ulan ___
 35. Computer code for 
letters & numbers
 38. Initials of Watson’s 
detective

 
39. 

Spanish be
 41. Jauntier
 43. Cormoran Strike’s 
2nd novel
 46. Wasted material
 48. Bleat sound
 49. Excess body weight
 50. Oral polio vaccine
 55. Rigs
 56. Drawstring
 57. Baltic flat-bottomed 
boat (alt. sp.)
 59. Double curve
 60. Point midway 
between NE and E
 61. Mackerel shark 
genus
 62. Used to be United __
 63. Animal nest
 64. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

                                     Week of July 5, 2015             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

LINSMEIER TRUCKING 
A MN based company is now hir-
ing Owner/Operators to pull hop-
per bottom in the upper Midwest. 
Home weekends. Call 320/382-6644

NOW HIRING 
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 sign on 
bonus, fl exible home time, extensive bene-
fi ts. Call now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

REGIONAL RUNS AVAILABLE 
Choose the total package: Auto de-
tention pay after 1 HR! Regular, 
frequent home time, top pay ben-
efi ts; Mthly bonuses & more! CDL-
A, 6 mos. Exp. Req’d. EEOE/AAP 
800/867-8172 www.drive4marten.com

OTR AND REGIONAL 
drivers needed for SW MN company. 
Class A CDL and verifi able experience 
necessary. Vacation pay. Sign on bo-
nus. Competitive pay. 800/619-0037

MINNESOTA HUNTING LAND 
Wanted. Earn thousands on your land by 
leasing the hunting rights. Free evalua-
tion & info packet. Liability coverage in-
cluded. The experts at Base Camp Leasing 
have been bringing landowners & hunters 
together since 1999. Call: 866/309-1507 
Email: info@basecampleasing.com
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m

DO YOU OWE 
over $10,000 to the IRS or State in 
back taxes? You could get a settle-
ment for as low as 25% of previous IRS 
settlements. Call now!  800/558-0486

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free Shipping. Call 800/259-1096

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3 day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
Get more for less! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months), plus Bundle 
&save (Fast Internet for $15 more/
month.) Call Now 800/297-8706

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS FARM EQUIPMENT MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 260+ 
newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

 1. Signing
  2. Spoken in the Dali 
region of Yunnan
  3. Worthless drivel
  4. Aboriginal race of 
Japan
  5. Adorn
  6. Greek god of light
  7. Atomic #83
  8. Eating houses
  9. Baby buggy
 10. Supervillain Luthor

 12. Hansom
 14. Tennis champion 
Arthur
 19. Flank
 23. Sleep
 24. Richly patterned 
weave
 25. Hoagies
 26. Moonfish
 27. University of Santo 
Tomas 
 28. Duo indicates

 29. Regarding this point
 32. Stand for coffin
 33. Not yielding
 36. Point midway 
between S and SW
 37. Data executive
 40. Changed gears
 41. ___ Sauer: Weapons 
co.
 42. Brews
 44. __ May, actress
 45. Shiny cotton textile

 46. Cavalry-sword
 47. Bullfighting maneuver
 48. Shopping containers
 51. “Puppy Bowl” network 
listing
 52. Hillside
 53. Metrical foot
 54. Dog in Peter Pan
 55. Romaine lettuce
 58. Irish Sea Isle

Refl ections. . . 

Howard Lestrud

and 
How

Second phase to soon begin to bring reality to 
Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Tom Peterson, chairman of the Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial Committee, holds a 
drawing of what the memorial will look like. The drawing was prepared by Owatonna Granite 
and Monument.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

New officers
Blooming Prairie Lions Club membership chairman H. 
Peterson, right, led installation of officers for the club for the 
2015-16 year. New president is Harvey Farr, left, succeeding 
Erik Vigeland, center. 
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Put the 

MEN
in MENtor

There are boys in your 
community waiting for a 
Big Brother like you. You 

don’t have to change your 
life to change a child’s. 

For more information contact:
Megan Palmersheim at 507.414.0308 

www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org

     Owatonna Public Library
Serving all of Steele County 

105 Elm Ave. N • Owatonna • 507-444-2460 • www.owatonna.info
Blooming Prairie Branch Library
138 Hwy. Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7750

Have you been reading  
this summer? 

Join us at the Bookfairs on  
July 30th and August 27th 
 and pick out your book.

We’re Open Daily!
11am to 10 pm

507-455-2898

Stop in for a sweet treat!

Find  
us on

206 West Rose Street
Owatonna 

Water Balloon Pinata
This Water Balloon pinata is a fun way to cool 
off on a hot summer day. The kids love this and 
it gets them up and moving. Just be sure to only 
use a plastic bat for swinging at the pinata. Part 
of our Summer Fun guide of family activities.

Items needed: 
Package of Balloons
Cotton String
Small plastic Funnel
Outside Hose
Plastic Bat or Cardboard mailing Tube

Instructions: 
Prior to filling balloons, select a spot where 
you can tie the ballons overhead so that the 
kids will have to reach up with the bat, but 
not too high.  We utilized a patio structure, 
but a tree  limb or another structure would 
work well.
Attach a balloon to the skinny end of the 
funnel and then slowly fill the balloon 
with water. Tie end. Note that the fuller the 
balloon is filled, the quicker it will burst.  
Fill about 7 (seven)  balloons, setting each 
aside on a soft surface, such as patio furniture 
or an old blanket, to prevent puncturing the 
balloons ahead of time.
Cut a piece of string about 40 inches long.  
Tie each balloon securely to the string, 
keeping each balloon about 2 inches apart. 
Do not tie balloons to the last 12 inches at 
either end of the string. 
Tie ends of string to tree limb or selected 
structure.  Tie securely, as balloon string is 
going to be heavy.
Children should line up and take turns, 
swinging the bat one swing per turn.  Make 
sure all children remain back a safe distance 
from the batter and definitely make sure that 
the bat is made of plastic.  If you don’t have 
a bat, you can fashion one from a length of 
cardboard, rolling it up and taping with duct 
tape.

This is a fun game and lots of fun when the 
Balloons burst open, spraying the water.

See more at: http://www.ziggityzoom.com/
activity/water-balloon-pinata#sthash.9PUa8tBm.
dpuf

Steele 
County’s

ICE CREAM FACTS  
The United States consumes 
more ice cream than any other 
country, with New Zealand and 
Denmark coming in second  
and third.

Each American consumes a yearly average of 
23.2 quarts of ice cream, ice milk, sherbet, ices 
and other commercially produced frozen dairy 
products.

Vanilla seems to be the most popular flavor, 
with chocolate coming in second, butter pecan 
coming in third and strawberry coming in 
fourth.

More ice cream is sold on Sunday than any 
other day of the week.

Steele County
Child Care

Association
If you are looking for licensed child care and would like a free 
referral or if you are licensed provider looking for trainingor 

support, please call Diane 451-2775 for more info.
www.steelecountychildcareassociation.com

3297 County Rd 45 N • Owatonna 507-455-1465
www.theradzoo.com

We bring the zoo to you or come and visit us
Newly opened in Oct. 2009 we are 

already one of the world’s largest reptile 
displays and an opportunity for a fun 
family adventure. Marvel at the amazing 
creatures of the reptile and amphibian 
world including snakes, turtles, lizards, 
crocodilians, toads, frogs,  
and salamanders. 

Our zoo is home to more than 150 
kinds of animals from all over the 
world. Gaze upon “Big Al” the monster 
12 foot-long alligator. Daily shows and 
weekend snake feedings.

 

Come and experience
Minnesota’s premier  
reptile destination.

Mention this ad  
for $6 admission.

507-451-3666
179 Landmark Dr. • Owatonna

Now through the end of July
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Come join us this July!!

Kids 6-12 years1/2 price Only $3.00

You’ll hear the term “The Dog Days of summer” 
very often, but the real “dog days” refers to 
the weeks between July 3 and August 11. They 
are named after the Dog Star (Sirius) in the 
constellation of Canis Major. 
 
The higher summer temperatures make July 
the most popular month for ice cream. In July, 

Americans celebrate National Ice Cream Month. 
U.S. citizens consume about 5.5 gallons per year 
(on average.)

Watermelon is the summer’s favorite vegetable. 
Yes, vegetable and not a fruit. It is part of the 
cucumber, pumpkin, and squash family. Fruit 
or veggie, this juicy favorite is 92 percent water 
and the average American eats 15 pounds of 
watermelon a year.

...A few more facts

*after 4:00 pm

Tuesday

142 W Broadway St • Owatonna

507-446-9990
Stop in for a movie and Mac & Cheese

One child 8 years of 
age or under eats free 

per paid adult

PizzaRanchOwatonna.com
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HELP WANTED
Appliance Service Technician

Must have mechanical capabilities.  
Electrical diagram knowledge a plus.  

Willing to train the right person. Wage 
dependent on experience.

Call 507-256-4155 or stop 
in to pick up an application.  

Applications or resumes can be 
emailed to genaplsvc@live.com

Geneva Appliance Service
101 Central Ave. N., Geneva, MN 

Is your job secure? 14 ways to stay indispensable
1. Be noticeable

Introduce yourself to others, 
say hello and ask how co-
workers are doing, and never 
pass up the opportunity to get 
to know someone on a deeper 
level.

You’re dispensable when 
people don’t know who you 
are.

2. Be a team player
No matter how vulnerable 

you are feeling, sabotaging 
others to make yourself look 
better never pays off.

If you are not able to bring 
out the best in others (and 
ultimately in the organization) 
your boss may decide to replace 
you with someone who can.

3. Develop a unique 
knowledge base or skill

Excel in areas where others 
in your department are weak. 
Make note of these areas and 
develop additional skills and 
knowledge.

Filling an important gap will 
ensure that others see you as 
invaluable.

4. Be positive
When things aren’t going 

well for you or for the 
company, instead of focusing 
on the negative, turn your 
energy toward something 
positive.

Fear of failure -- whether it’s 
your own failure, the failure 
of your department or team, or 
of the organization as a whole 
-- can become a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.

Negativity is tough to be 
around, even more so in tough 
times, and your boss may 
decide your company is better 
off without you.

5. Cultivate a life outside 
of work

Indulge in your interests, 
hobbies, and passions. People 
with many interests -- even 
when those interests aren’t 
related to work -- are typically 
perceived as having more to 
bring to the table than those 
who are one-dimensional.

For example, a person who 
has earned accolades for 
competing in sports may be 
viewed as someone who could 
bring that same competitive 
nature to the business.
6. Learn more

Take as many training 
and development courses as 
possible.

There’s always more to learn. 
The more you keep up and 
work toward advancing your 
knowledge and skill set, the 
more valuable you’ll be.

7. Pay attention to the 
decisions you make

Get in the habit of making 
decisions based on the bigger 
picture. Instead of making 
decisions based on what’s best 
for you personally, make them 
based on what’s best for the 

organization. 
This will be 
noticed.

8. Take 
responsibility 
for your 
mistakes...

... and come up 
with ways to fix 
them. Everyone 
makes mistakes; 
it’ how you 
handle them that 
really counts.

If you 
show that you 
recognize your 
mistakes, are 
learning from 

them, and are willing to do 
what it takes to clean them up, 
you’ll be way more valuable 
than the person who denies 
their mistakes, or tries to pawn 
them off on someone else.

9. Rewrite your job 
description

Notice any responsibilities 
that are slipping through the 
cracks, and ask your boss for 
the challenge of taking on these 
additional duties that you see 
are being neglected.

10. Network
Join one or two online social 

networks, become active in 
professional organizations, and 
make a list of people you want 
to connect with and keep in 
touch with.

Networking ensures that you 
stay in the loop and are visible, 
and this will make you more 
memorable and valuable.

11. Share your knowledge 
and experience

If you are perceived as a 
person who contributes to the 
growth of others, you’ll be 
viewed as indispensable.

Offer to hold a roundtable, 
seminar, or workshop in an area 
of expertise to help others get 
up to speed, and never pass up 
the daily opportunities to share 
what you know.

12. Stick it out when the 
going gets tough

Lots of people give up, 
become negative, or quit during 
tough times. If you aren’t 
one of them, you’ll stand out. 

Remember the saying, “The last 
mile on the road to success is 
never crowded.”

13. Say “yes” to 
opportunities that come 
your way

Not only will this open a 
wider variety of doors for you 
to walk through in the future, 
you’ll be seen as someone who 
is always willing to take on a 
challenge.

14. Always do your best, no 
matter what the task

It’s inevitable that, at 
some point, we face tasks 
that are boring, or that seem 
meaningless or tedious.

However, don’t forget that 
even the smallest of tasks have 
an impact on the big picture.

In addition, putting your best 
self forward will make you feel 
positive and proud of yourself, 
and that’s something your boss 
is sure to notice.

812 South Elm St. • Owatonna
www.expresspros.com/ 

owatonnamn

507-455-3002

Faribault

Paint Line  
Operators/ 

Supervisors
1st and 2nd Shift

Full Time,  
Permanent Positions!

 

Now Hiring  

Legal Assistant
Part Time

Owatonna and Faribault
Legal Experience Necessary

Proficiency in the 
 Microsoft Office Suite

Long Term,  
Permanent Position

Pay based on experience

812 South Elm St. • Owatonna
www.expresspros.com/ 

owatonnamn

507-455-3002

812 South Elm St. • Owatonna
www.expresspros.com/ 

owatonnamn

507-455-3002

Entry Level and 
Experienced  

Machine Operators             
1st and 2nd shifts

Previous machine  
experience preferred,  

but will train
Ability to read  

blueprints, calipers,  
and micrometers.

Waseca and Owatonna

Company Drivers  
Wanted

Oberg Freight Company
-Most Freight Drop anD hook

-eXCeLLent hoMe tiMe

-Consistant regionaL MiLes

-take Logbook break at hoMe,  
not on roaD 

Ask About our sign on bonus

Contact:  

Oberg Freight Company
Fort Dodge, IA • 515-955-3592 ext 2

www.obergfreight.com

6.30.15
AL  AU

Gerard Academy, a residential treatment facility that  
offers programs for boys and girls ages 6-19 with emotional and 

behavior issues is hiring for the following positions:

Counselor • Night Counselor
Teaching Assistant • Mental Health Therapist

Minimum state requirements; must be 21 yrs. old, have HS Diploma 
or GED, pass background, driver records check and pre-employment 

physical.  Please visit our website for each positions unique requirements. 
EEO/AA/Minority/Female/Vet/Disab

For consideration go to  www.nexustreatment.org    

Gerard Academy 
 Austin, MN 

& Bonus Opportunity with 
Incentive Pay

Food Manufacturing/ Manufacturing/Administrative  
Several positions open in Austin, Hayfield,  

Albert Lea and Lake Mills, IA

Production
Assemblers

Welders

Account Manager
Processing Supervisor

Clerical Processors

Food Manufacturing
Sanitation 

Cooks
... and a desire to have a steady income!

Full time 40 hours per week and part time hours are  
available. Positions open on all shifts - 8 hour shifts  

and 12 hour shifts available.

Awesome New Higher Wages/Competitive Wages

Stop in at Spherion Staffing
11th Ave NE, Austin • 507-355-2350

Apply at www.spherion.com/jobs
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Part time Site Manager
Position Available

Part-time Site Manager for supervision of noon 
meal program in Blooming Prairie.  

Mon. - Friday. Approx.16 hrs/week. Paid Holidays.
  
For more information and application  

visit www.semcac.org or contact  
Semcac Senior Nutrition,  

PO Box 549, Rushford, MN 55971,  
and (507) 864-8231.  

Applications must be postmarked by  
July 10, 2015  

EOE

BUESING
BULK TRANSPORT INC.

CLASS A  
CDL DRIVER

• Paid pneumatic training.
• Take assigned truck home      
   with you.
• Average $1,000-$1,200 a  
  week.
• Home weekly. • Medical, dental, life ins. available.  
• 401K (Company contribution.) • Well-maintained  
  equipment. • Holiday bonuses.

1-800-242-2402, ext. 122
Send resume to kevin@buesingbulk.com

Position AvAilAble
We at Express Pressure Washers Inc. 

of Blooming Prairie are seeking an individual with 
a mechanical background to fill an open position in 
our expanding service department. We are a leading 
full-service distributor selling and servicing Alkota 
pressure washers, power parts washers, and water 
reclaiming systems along with Reznor Waste Oil 
Furnaces and VAL6 Heaters. 

Applicant must be self-motivated, honest and 
reliable, and enjoy working with people. Clean driving 
record required. Mechanical abilities required. No 
lifting restrictions. Training provided. 

This is a long-term, full-time day position 
with a competitive salary and benefit package. 
Advancement potential. Salary will vary with level of 
experience and qualifications. 

Apply in person, fax resumes to 507-583-2060, 
email resumes to service@expresspressurewashers.
com, if you are interested in joining our team.  
507-583-2703

Director of Nursing
Kenyon Sunset Home, a nursing home in Kenyon, Minnesota 
seeks a motivated RN to lead their nursing department.  This 

full-time position will have administrative responsibilities 
for the 30 bed nursing home and the attached assisted living 

apartments and memory care suites.  Previous long term care, 
MDS, and management experience preferred.

Kenyon is located 1 hour south of the Twin Cities or 45 
minutes northwest of Rochester, MN.

If you are a RN, meet the qualifications and want to be a part 
of a dynamic team with a tremendous opportunity to grow, 

please submit cover letter and resume to:

Julie Dyrdahl, Human Resources

Kenyon Senior Living
127 Gunderson Blvd
Kenyon, MN 55946

See www.KenyonSeniorLiving.com for  
application form & information

Or call Julie at 507-789-7103
Equal Opportunity Employer & Provider

127 Gunderson Blvd * Kenyon * MN * 55946-1014 * 1-507-789-6134

IS HIRING! 
We are seeking a full-time 

individual who is self-motived, 
with a strong work ethic to 
work at our sow farm near 

Dexter, MN. 
We offer competitive pay, 
quarterly bonuses, and an 
excellent benefits package. 

Contact Jamie today!
507-301-0671

Swine - Nursery/
Finishing Supervisor

Holden Farms, a progressive pork 
production company, is seeking a 

Nursery/Finishing Supervisor. 
Candidates should be self motivated and 
possess good production and people skills  
to oversee grower locations in Southern  

Minnesota and or Northern Iowa.
Starting pay depends on experience and  

ability. Our excellent benefit package  
includes, health and life insurance,  

paid time-off, 401K, and profit sharing.
Please email resume to:  

dwels@holdenfarms.com

1x2’s
6.23.15

1x4
6.23.15

NOW HIRING!

Zumbro River Brand manufactures 
food ingredients such as cereals, 

snacks and powdered drink mixes.

Masterson Staffing
Solutions is hiring 

Machine Operators
on all shifts at 

Zumbro River Brand
in Albert Lea

• Competitive Pay Rates
• On the Job Training
• Flexible Work Schedule
• Health, Dental & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays
• PTO (Paid Time Off)
•  Free Well@Work Clinic for  

employees and their families
• 401k with company match
Come to Masterson Staffing Solutions 

to fill out an application at  
2324 Hendrickson Rd, Albert Lea or 

1906 8th St NW, Austin
Monday - Friday 9 am-3 pm

507-373-1054
Please bring your hiring  

documents with you

Experience in food production 
preferred but not required

2x4
6.23.15

Masterson Staffing Solutions
has several positions available in Austin and  

Albert Lea! We are currently hiring for:
General Labor  |  Machine Operators

Warehouse  |  Cooks
Sanitation  |  Maintenance

Competitive Pay  •  Benefits include: 
Heath, Dental, Vacation,  

and Holiday Pay

Now Hiring!

Stop in and apply today!
Office hours are Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm

Austin Location:
1906 8th St NW   |   507-433-0017

Albert Lea Location:
2324 Hendrickson Road   |   507-373-1054

Third Shift 
Sanitation

$11.35/hr

Openings on 1st & 2nd 
shift for:

General Labor
Machine Operators

Cooks
Warehouse

Maintenance
Come to Masterson Staffing Solutions 

to fill out an application at  
2324 Hendrickson Rd, Albert Lea or 

1906 8th St NW, Austin
Monday - Friday 9 am-3 pm

507-373-1054 AL • 507-433-0017 AU
Please bring your hiring  

documents with you

1x4
6.23.15

1x4
6.23.15

NOW HIRING!

Zumbro River Brand manufactures 
food ingredients such as cereals, 

snacks and powdered drink mixes.

Masterson Staffing
Solutions is hiring 

Machine Operators
on all shifts at 

Zumbro River Brand
in Albert Lea

• Competitive Pay Rates
• On the Job Training
• Flexible Work Schedule
• Health, Dental & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays
• PTO (Paid Time Off)
•  Free Well@Work Clinic for  

employees and their families
• 401k with company match
Come to Masterson Staffing Solutions 

to fill out an application at  
2324 Hendrickson Rd, Albert Lea or 

1906 8th St NW, Austin
Monday - Friday 9 am-3 pm

507-373-1054
Please bring your hiring  

documents with you

Experience in food production 
preferred but not required

2x4
6.23.15

Masterson Staffing Solutions
has several positions available in Austin and  

Albert Lea! We are currently hiring for:
General Labor  |  Machine Operators

Warehouse  |  Cooks
Sanitation  |  Maintenance

Competitive Pay  •  Benefits include: 
Heath, Dental, Vacation,  

and Holiday Pay

Now Hiring!

Stop in and apply today!
Office hours are Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm

Austin Location:
1906 8th St NW   |   507-433-0017

Albert Lea Location:
2324 Hendrickson Road   |   507-373-1054

Third Shift 
Sanitation

$11.35/hr

Openings on 1st & 2nd 
shift for:

General Labor
Machine Operators

Cooks
Warehouse

Maintenance
Come to Masterson Staffing Solutions 

to fill out an application at  
2324 Hendrickson Rd, Albert Lea or 

1906 8th St NW, Austin
Monday - Friday 9 am-3 pm

507-373-1054 AL • 507-433-0017 AU
Please bring your hiring  

documents with you

1x4
6.23.15

Drivers NeeDeD
We are accepting applications for full/part time drivers pulling 

53’ dry vans. Providing service to our customers in the  
Midwest with the ability to be home weekends. 

 

All drivers, must be CDL Class A qualified, have a minimum of 
two years verifiable driving experience with an acceptable MVR 

and meet all prequalifying testing and hiring requirements. 
Drivers must possess customer service skills as well as a safe, 

dependable background.  
 

Irlbeck Grain offers great pay with incentives, a sign on bonus,  
paid vacation and the opportunity for 401K. 

Qualified drivers may inquire at our office: 
 IrlbecK GraIn, Inc

 72670 State Hwy 16, Grand Meadow, MN 55936  
or email your resume to irlbeckadmin@hmtel.com

SECOND SHIFT POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Nine memorable questions to ask at your interview
The landscape for job seekers 

today is more treacherous than 
at any other time in recent 
memory. In other words, if you 
want a job today, the hard work 
starts when you prepare for the 
interview. 

That means not just nailing 
the interview questions you are 
asked, but actually asking the 
kinds of questions designed 
to make the interviewer sit up 
and take notice. It’s no longer 
enough to be qualified. If you 
want a job in today’s business 
environment, you have to shine, 
and there’s no better way to 
show your excellence than by 
asking excellent questions. 
These questions could also help 
you avoid a bad boss before it’s 

too late.

Don’t squander the 
opportunity to shine by 
asking mundane questions 
the interviewer has heard 
before. Your goal is to make 
a statement in the form of a 
question. The statement is 
designed to:

Highlight your qualifications.
Demonstrate your confidence.
Reinforce your commitment.
Understand the employer’s    	

    challenges.
Make yourself accountable.
Advance your candidacy.
Questions are the best 

way to demonstrate that 

you understand the 
company’s challenges, 
emphasize how you 
can help the company 
meet them and show 
your interest in the 
most unmistakable 
manner possible -- by 
actually asking for the 
position. 

Here are nine of 
the most memorable questions 
candidates can ask:

1. What exactly does this 
company value the most, 
and how do you think my 
work for you will further 
these values?

2. What kinds of processes 
are in place to help me 
work collaboratively?

3. In what area could your 
team use a little polishing?

4. What’s the most 
important thing I can 
accomplish in the first 60 
days?

5. Can you give me some 
examples of the most and 
least desirable aspects of 
the company’s culture?

6. Am I going to be 
a mentor or will I be 
mentored?

7. How will you judge my 
success? What will have 
happened six months from 
now that will demonstrate 

that I have met your 
expectations?

8. This job sounds like 
something I’d really like to 
do -- is there a fit here?

9. Now that we’ve talked 
about my qualifications and 
the job, do you have any 
concerns about my being 
successful in this position?
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Other Benefits: Hometown news of entire county • Countywide sports coverage
Official county legal paper • Comprehensive public safety news

The Steele County Times is your only source for

100% LOCAL NEWS

BUY 1 YEAR fOR tHE REdUCEd RAtE Of $34, 

gEt fOur 
mONthS frEE!

OffER gOOd fOR nEw sUBsCRiBERs OnlY

star spangled subscription offer

Name:  ________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Phone:  ________________________________________________

E-Mail (for E-Edition):  ____________________________________

________- Print Subscription                                ________- E-Edition 

Return to:
Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

nOW  
AVAiLABLe  

in e-eDitiOn  
fOrMAt

STAR SPANGLED
SubScRiPTioN SPEciAL!

gEt A BAng OUt Of stEElE COUntY’s OnlY  
HOmEtOwn lOCAl wEEklY nEwspApER.  

$34 PLuS 4 mONthS frEE!

Get eVen MOre!
special interest sections are regularly inserted into the times!
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